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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 


His Excellency Colonel the Right Hon’ble Sir Francis Stanlit 
Jackson, p.c., g.c.i.b. 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNOIL. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A.^^-N Moberly, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 

and standards, subject to legislation by the^ Indian 
liCgislature. 

6. Judicial. 

I 


The Hon* hie Mr. A. Mark, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

8. Commerce and Industrial subjecU. 

4. Marine. 

6. European Educaticn. 
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OOVEBNMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hon'ble Sir Phovash Chundee Mittee, kt., c.i.e., in chai^ of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

5. Legislative. 

The Hon'ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkeeih Ghuznavi, kt., in charge of 
the following portfolios : — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

6. Forests. 

6. Irrigation. 


MINISTERS. 

ThoHon’blc Kumar Sum Siiekhareswar Ray, in charge of the follow- 
ing poi’tfolios : — 

^ Local Self-Government. 

2. Excise. 

The Hon ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faeoqui, in charge of the 
following portfolios : — ^ 

Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works. 

The Hou^ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimtiddin, c.i.e., in charge of the foUo#- 
iiig portfolios : — 

1. Education. ♦ 

2 Registration. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL.* 

President. 

The Hon’ble Eaja Manmatha Nath Bay Ghaddhxtri, of Santodu 

Deputy PjiEsident. 

IIahman Khan, b.l. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Thirty-fourth Seeiion. 

1. Mr. W. L. Travers, c.i.e., o.h.e. 

2. Sir J.vDUNATH Sarkar, kt.. c.i.e. 

3. Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadui, of Nashipor. 

4. Mr. A, F. Rahman. 


Secretary to the Council — J. Bartley, i.c.s. 

Assistant Secretaries to the Cojincil — A. M. Hutchiso^t and K. 

Majumdas. 


Registrar to the Council — 3. W. McKay. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Aiimed, Maulvi Shamsuddin. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Hassan. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

B 

Bakeh, M^W^ Syed Majid. [Jessore Nort>h (Muhammadan).] 

Ohandni. [Furifl|mr South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bailiinfi; ftni Bahadur T)el)endni Nath. [24-Parganas Rural North 
( N on-Muhammadan ) . ] 

Banarji, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banner jee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banna, Rai Sahib Panchanan, m.b.e. [Rangpur West (Non-Muham- 
raadan).] 

Basir Uddin, Maulvi Mohammed. [Rajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Balm Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Mr. Narendra Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammudan). ] 

Bose, Mr. S. M., Bar.-at-Iiaw, [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bural, Babu Gokul Chand. [Calcutta South Central (’Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

0 

Cassells, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Chatterjee, Mr. B. C., Bar.-at-liuw. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Chandhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).} 
Chaiidhuri. Dr. Jogendra Chandra. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muham- 
raadan).] 

CAaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzzaman. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chandhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizur Rahman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Chandhuri, Maulvi Ashrafuddin. [Tippera North (Muhammadan).] 
Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Absar. [Chittagong North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 
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Chowdliury, Haji Badi Ahmjed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).} 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul (^ani, b.l. [Dacca T^est Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 

Clark, Mr. I. A. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Coop>er, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Associatioxu) 

D 

Dain, Mr. G. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Das, Babu Satyendra Kumar. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar, m.b.e. [Chittagong (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dash, Mr. A. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


E 

Easson, Mr. G. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. [Mymensingh South-West 
• (Muhammadan).] 


F 

Faroqiii, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Minister.] [Tippera 
South (Muhammadan).] 

Faslullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European),} 

G 

Ganguii, Rai Sahib Susil Kumar. (Nominated official.) 

Ghose, Dr. Amulya Ratan. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ghosh, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Ghosh, Rai Bahadur Shashanka Kumar, c.i.e. (Dacca University.) 
Ghusnavi, the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, kt. (Member, Executive 
Council.) 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas, c.i.e. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 
Gordon, Mr. A. D. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Guhu, Babu Protfulla Kumar. [24-Pargana8 Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Gupta, Idr. J. N., c.i.e., m.b.e. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Oumer, Mr. C. W. (Nominated Official.) 
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Sabibullah, Nawab Khwaja. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. [Mymensingh Central (Muhammadan).] 
Hashemy, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aeizul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Hogg, Mr. G. P. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Kazi Emdadul. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. [Malda eim Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan).] 

Hossain, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Khan Sahib Maulvi Bazlul. [Noakhali East (Muhammadan),] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. (Nominated Non-official.) 

I 

Insch, Mr. J. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Kasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 
"^Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman, b.l. [Dacca East Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 


L 

Laird, Mr. R. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Coinineit^e.) 
Leslie, Mr. M/ (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Mr. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Marr, the Hon'ble Mr. A., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 
MeCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mitra, Babu Sorat Chandin. [24-Pargana« Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Hitter, the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder, kt., c.i.e. (Member, 
Bxecntive Council.) 


Demiiy President, Benssl Legislative Cotincil. 
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Mobeily, the Hon’ble Mr. A. N., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaprasad, Bar.-at-Law. (Calcutta University.) 
Mukhaiji, Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra. [Hooghly Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan) . ] 

Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-East 
( N on-Muhammadan ) . ] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. (Nominated Non-official.) 

N 

Nag, Babu Suk Lai. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kassim bazar. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) 

Nazimuddiu, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.i.e. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] 


0 

Ordish, Mr. J. E. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

P 

Pinnell, Mr. L. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Poddar, Seth Hunuman Prosad. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Prentice, Mr. W. D. R., c.i.e. (Nominated Official.) 

R 

Raheem, Mr. A., c.i.e, [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Pargana8 Rural (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] , 

Rai Mahasai, Muniiidra Deb. [Hooghly Municipal (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ray, Babu Khetter Mohan. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan, b.l. [Rangpur East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ray, Maharaja Jagadish Nath, of Dihajpur. [Dinajpur (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, the Hon’ ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. [Miniater.] (Bajshahi 
Landholders.) 

Bay Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


11 


^ay Chandhuri, the Hon’ble Rajai Manmatha Nath, of Santoeh. 
(Dacca Landholders.) 

Bay Chowdhury, Bahu Satiah Chandra. [Mymensingh East (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Bose, Mr. G. F. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Bout, Babu Hoseni. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Haribansa. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Jitendra Nath. [Jeasore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Nath. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. [Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar-at-Law. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Saileswar Singh. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar, [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. [Noakha^li (Non-Muhajnnia- 
dan).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rushforth, Mr. F. V. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
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Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [24-Pargana8 Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar, [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Samad, Maulvi Abdus. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Sarcar, Dr. Sir Nilratan, kt., m.d. [Calcutta South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath, kt , c.i.e. (Nominated Non-oflScial.) 

Sarker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sen Gupta, Dr. Naresh Chandra. [Mymensingh West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr. J. M. (Expert, nominated.) 

Sen, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar. [Faridpur North ( Non-Muhammadan). J 
Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. tMymensingh East (Muhammadan).} 
Skinner, Mr. S. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Singha, Mr. Anin Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sihhai Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Sokiman, Maulvi Muhammad, [Barrackpore Municipal (Muham- 
StapStOT, Mr. H. E. (Nominated Official.) 


* Pntident of the Bengal Legielatire Ooundl. 
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Steen, Lt.-Col. H. B., i.m.s. (Nominated Official.) 

Stevens, Mr. H. S. E. (Nominated Official.) 

Siihrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan), j 


T 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Travers, Mr. W. L., c.i.e., o.b.e. [Rajshahi (European).] 
Twynam, Mr. H. J. (Nominated Official.) 


W 


Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of the Thirty-fourth Session.) 

Volume XXXIV--N 0 . 3. 

ProoeeiNngB of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in thd Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 17th March, 1930, at 3 p.ni. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuhi, 
of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon^ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 110 nominated and elected 
members. 


Oaths or affirmations. 

The following members made an oath or affirmation of their 
allegiance to the Crown: — 

Lt.-Col. H, B. Steen. 

Mr. L. G. Pinnell. 

Mr. H. S. E. Stevens. 

Babu Haribansa Roy. 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. 

Babu Sarat Chandra Mitra. 

Babu Suk Lai Nag. 

Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra Mukhoptidhaya. 

Babu Jitendra Nath Roy. 

Babu Khetter Mohan Ray. 

Rai Debendra Nath Ballabh Bahadur. 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. 

Munindra Deb Rai Mahnsai. 

Mr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. 

Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar Sen. 

Hhi Keshab Chandra Banarji Bahadur. 

Rai Kaminj Kumar Das Bahadur, m.b.e. 

Babp Satyendra Kumar Das. 
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QUESTIONS, 


[17th Makcb 


ObitiMfy R«ftr«fiO0. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, it is with profound 
regret that I have to refer to the death of Mr. M. C. McAlpin, c.i.E,, 
i.c.s. The news has come with tragic suddenness. Many of us looked 
forward to welcoming him back among us after his holiday. He was 
a member of this Council in 1918-20, and 1922-24 and again in 1929 
before he went on leave. He served the Government of Bengal as an 
Under-Secretary and then as a Settlement Officer, as Director of Land 
Records, as Secretary to the Government, as a member of this Council 
and finally as a temporary Member of the Executive Council of the 
Government of Bengal. He was an authority on Land Revenue matters 
and was closely connected with the framing of the Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Act. His work more recently on the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education Bill, as Chairman of the Select Committee brought 
him into touch with many of the present members of this Council. I 
am sure it will be your desire, gentlemen, that a message of condolence 
of this Council should be conveyed to the relatives of the deceased. I 
ask you now kindly to rise in your places as a mark of respect to his 
memory. 

[All the members then rose in their places.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The Secretary will now please take the usual 
action. 


SUrrwl Questions 

(to wliloti oral answers were given). 

Offloers of the Co-operative Societies Department 

*67. ilawab KHWAilA HABIBULLAH: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Departm^t be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing separately — 

(t) the number of Muhammadans and Hindus appointed year by 
year from 1918 to 1929 as (1) inspectors, (2) auditors, (3) 
supervisors, and (4) office assistants in the Co-operative 
Societies Department; 

(n) the percentage of Muhammadans in each class of appointments 
in 1918 and in 1929; 

(fti) the basis on which such appointments were made; 

(iv) the reason for the variations, if any, in the figures as to the 
percentage in 1918 and in 1929; 
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i (t) th« number of Rural Co-opemtive Sooieties in Bengal at the 
end of 1929, with their total membership, clam by claw, 
Hindus and Muhammadans; and 

(tM) the total working capital of such societies at the end of 1929 P 

MINISTER in charge af AGRICULTURE WHl INDUSTRIES 
OERARTMENT (tha Hon’hlt Khan Babwliir K. G. M. FaraquI): A 

statement ivS laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No, 67* 


(0 



Inspectors. 

Aud tors. 

Sufwrvisors. 

OflRo<i 

Assistants. 

1 

Hindu. 

Muham- 

madan. 

Hindu. 

Muham 

madan 

Hindu. 

Muham- 

madan. 

Hindu. 

Muham- 

madan. 

1918 

9 

2 

7 

7 

26 

9 

3 

2 

1919 


2 

8 

7 

8 

3 

5 

2 

1920 


I 

6 

6 

21 

7 

4 


1921 


7 


, , 

43 

16 

4 

6 




3 

1 

52 

10 

3 

1 




15 

10 

45 

5 

2 

10 


5 

3 

4 

4 

35 

17 


, , 


9 

5 

8 

5 

44 

22 

. , 


1926 


2 

14 

6 

41 

22 


‘3 



1 

] 

3 

54 

34 

1 

2 



3 

9 

6 

46 

22 


1 

lilHI 

3 

3 

37 

25 

56 

20 

1 

1 


(tt) Percentage of Muhammadans in each class of appointment in 
1918 and in 1929: — 


Inspectors 
Auditors 
Supervisors 
QHtee ass i stants 


191S. 1929. 

89 38 '7 

50 40 

34 35-8 

33 42 


(in) (1) 33*3 per cent, up to 1927 and 40 per cent, since 1928, for 
appointment of inspectors and auditors. 

(2) Ho basis is laid down for the appointment of temporary super* 
visors maintained at Government cost a« they are appointed on the 
recommendation of the societies concerned. Other supervisors are not 
appointed by the Registrar. Figures relating to these are not avail* 
able and the labour involved in collecting them would be incom* 
meneuraie with the advantage to be gained therefrom. 

(3) 53*3 per cent, for the appointmeni of office awistants. 
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(iv) Wi« Ignition in ihe case of iillj^ectors is tootlig^ 4o require 
any e^pilanation. Actually^ 40* pex* cent, of the direct ap^»|iii«nt8 il 
given to Muhammadans, but as communal consideration^^ c^mot takeh 
into account in making promotions to the rank of ii||Mi|prB the 
prescribed proportion of 40 per cent, in this rank has' ntl^ yet been^ 
reached. As regards auditors, the percentage both in 1918 and 1929 
was above the proportion recently ^ed by Government. In 1918 there 
were altogether only 14 auditors in the department and 7 of these posts 
were held by Muhammadans. As regards supervisors and office 
assistants the variation has been in favour of the Moslem community^ 
Supervisors are appointed by the central societies. As regards office 
assistants the prescribed proportion of 33-3 per cent, is the minimum^ 

(r) (1) Number of Rural Co-operative Societies, 18,009. 

(2) Total number of members, 478,067. 

(3) Figures about the classification of members as Hindus and 
Musalmans are not available and the labour involved in collecting 
them is incommensurate with the advantage to be gained therefrom. 
Generally speaking societies are not formed on a communal basis. 

(vt) Rupees 4,70,15,292. 

Note. — Figures relate to co-operative year ending on 30th June, 
1929, as figures for the calendar year are not available. 


Elaotion to the Council of Medical Registration of Bengal. 

*68. Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Local Self-Goveniment (Medical) Deixirtment 
be pleased to state whether during the last election to the Countdl of 
Medio4il Registration of Bengal under section 4 of the Bengali Medical 
Act of 1914, tlie Surgeon-General with the Government of Bengal and 
the Principal of the Calcutta Medical (-ollege took an active \mri in 
the election %j^ «ui>porting ptirticular candidates? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Surgeon-General proposed or seconded ^the 
names of certain candidates? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Member be pleased to state the names of the candidates propo.sed or 
seconded by the Surgeon-General? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Surgeon-General is authorised to decide 
points of dispute raised during the election? 

(e) Is it a fac^ that under the rules no votes are valid unless eenl 
by post or offered personally by the voters to«ihe Returning (Mcerf 

(/) Is it a fact that the Returning Officer at first refused to enters 
tain votes sent through peons? 
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, A' 

^ (^) that sabseqomitiy tha Bat^miing Ofioar orderad 

W *>>% ^[P>n -General to acoapt such biotas as Talid on a repraaanta* 
Ibn niaSIP ^ c^didataF 

(h) JHImi fact that no rule should be effective unless previously 
aotifiedl^pm^ Xiocal Government injthe GaiatteP 

(i) Is it a fact that other voters were subsequently informed that 

vo^ sent through peons were acQiptableP 

* 

MEMBER in oh«rgoal|LDCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (MEDICAL) 
DEPARTMENT (tN Mr. A. N. MaboHy): (a) and (b) One 

Candidate was proposed by the Surgeon-General and seconded by 
Lieut.-Colonel Stewart. Neither oflScer however took any further active 
part in the election. 

(c) Dr. Susil Kumar Mukharjee. 

(d) No appellate powers vest in the Surgeon-General under the 
rules, but he was under the impression that as President he might 
advise the Registrar on difficulties arising. 

(e) A copy of rule 20 (h) is laid on the table. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) The President advised the Registrar in this sense, but not on 
the representation of a candidate. 

(h) Yes. 

(t) Inquiries were answered to this effect. 


Rules referred to in the reply to clause (e) of the starred question No. 68. 


Rules undeh the Bengal Medical Act, 1914 
(Act VI OF 1914). 

• « • • • 


20 (h) 

• * • • • 

The elector shall sign the requisite declaration printed on the 
counterfoil of the voting paper and deliver it personally to or send it 
by post to reach the Returning Officer on or before the latest day and 
time fixed by him for the return of voting papers. Every voting paper 
in respect of which any requirement of these rules has not been com- 
plied with or on which a mark is placed in such a mamier as to make 
it doubtful to which candidate the vote is given or on which the elector 
has placed any mark whereby he may be afterwards identified, or 
UEhkh is not received by the Returning Officer on or before the latest 
ila|^ aiid time fixed for the return of voting papers, shall be invalid. 



18 QTJESTidNS. . {ITte Masgb’ 

Himilifr of^ii^hi and MufianifiUKian Mislaats in tto aifcas of tito 
Privata and Military Saaratariat to His £xoal(afiiq^ tfia Gaiimor. 

^ *69. Haulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will ISon’ble 

Member in charge of the Politicaf Department be pleaaed to lay on 
the ta1|}e a Htatenient showing for the present the respective nunibers 
of Hindu and Muhammadan assistants in the offices of the l^riv^ 
and the Militai-y Secretaries to His Excellency the Governor P 

(h) If the number of Muhammadans employed in the said offices 
is less than the proportion fixed, what is the reason therefor? 

(c) Does the Goveniment intend to take any steps in the matter? 

MEMBER in oharga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Mr. A. N. Moberiy): (a) The figures are — 

Office of the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor — 
Hindus — 4. 

Muhammadans — 2, 

Office of the Military Secretary to His Excellency the Governor — 
Hindus — 6. 

Muhammadans — 2. 

(b) The paucity of vacancies since the orders regarding the 
employment of Muhammadans were issued. 

(c) No. 

Conference to conelder the Bengil (Rural) Primary Education Bill. 

•70. Mr. BiaOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in ol^irge of the Education Department be pleased fo state 
whether it is a fact that a conference of some members of the 
Legislative Council was convened by him recently in Calcutta to con- 
sider the Bengal (Kural) Primary Education Bill? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) on what dates the conference was held ; ^ 

(it) who were the members invited to this conference; an^ 

(ut) who attended it? 

Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
travelling and halting allowance was x^aid to the members attendflig 
the conference from the mulaesal? 
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If t)ie ansl^er to (g) is. in tho jaffiniEiAtko^ wiU ^ Bon’ble , 
Ji^pister be^pleaaMd to slatQ. wkftt was the' totak amottiit spent for 
liaiiingr tke ccmf^rence? 

‘ Hon'ble Minister be pleased to stajte— ^ 

(i) tbe purposb and the object the conference ; and 

J[it) the points raised, discossed and decided at the conference? 

(/) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
orthe piinutes of the said conference? 

mitilSTER in ohar^ of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT im 
Hon’M Mr. Khwija Nazimuddln); (a) Yes, the conference was con- 
vened consider action in connection with the Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education Bill and the Bengal Secondary Education Bill. 

(b) (i) On 19th and 20th January, 1930. 

(it) 4 list showing the members invited to tbe conference is laid 
on the table. 

(ui) All in the list with the exception of Nos. 24-30. 

Yes. 

(4^ Rupees 1,994-6. 

(s) (t) To consult members on the action to be taken by Govern- 
ment in regard to (1) The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill, 
1929'? (2l^ The Bengal Secondary Education Bill. 

(e) (ti) and (/) A copy of the proceedings of the conference is laid 
on the table. 

Lut r'ffejtrcd to in the reply to claiis^ (h) (it) of starred question No. 70, 

1. ThS* Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui. 

2, Tbe Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

^ Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

4*. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzzaman Cbaudburi. 

6. Mr. 4. F. M. Abdur Rahman. 

- 6. Maulvi Nural Absar Cboudhury. 

"" 7. Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhuiy. 

; 8/ Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Barker. 

Pr Maulvi Abdul Karim. 

iB. . Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam All Khan. 

Al. Maulvi Mohammed Basir Uddin. 

*^f2. Rai Sahib ^ancliana]i Barma, m.b«b. 
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19. Nur Rahman Ehan Eusnfji. 

14. Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq. 

15. Maulvi Muhammad Solaiman. 

16r Maulvi Azizur Rahman. 

17. Khan Sahib Maulvi Bazlul Huq. 

18. Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. 

19. Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah. 

20. Mr. Abdur Raheem, c.i.e. 

21. Maulvi Abdul Hakim. 

22. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque. 

23. Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury, b.l. 

24. Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy. 

25. Nawab Khwaja Habibullah. 

26. Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali. 

27. Maulvi Muhammad Hossaiu. 

28. Mr. A. F. Rahman. 

29. Mr. Altaf Ali. 

30. Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur. 


Proceedings of the conference referred to in the reply to liauses 
(e) (li) and (/) of starred question No. 70. 

A conference of certain M.L.C.’s was held on January 19 and 20 
at the instance of the Hon’ble Minister for Education. 

Those present included — 

1. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. G. M. Faroqui. 

2. The Hon'ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

3. Mr. A. J. Dash. 

4. Mr. H. E. Stapleton. 

5. Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

6. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzzaman Chaudhuri. 

7. Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman. 

8. Maulvi Nural Absar Choudhury. 

9. Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury. 

10. Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarker. 

11. Maulvi Abdul Karim. 

12. Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali Khan. 
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Maulvi Mohammed Basir Ud^« 

14. Rai Sahib Panchanan Bai*ma, m.b.e. 

15. Maulvi ^ur Rahman £han Euau^ji. 

1& Mr. A. K. Faxl-ul Huq. 

IT. Maulvi Muhammad Solaiman. 

18. Maulvi Azizur Rahman. 

19. Khan Sahib Maulvi Bazlul Huq. 

20. Maulvi Tamizuddin £han. 

21. Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah. 

22. Mr. Abdur Raheem, c.i.E. 

23. Maulvi Abdul Hakim. 

24. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque. 

The conference had a pieliminary meeting on 19th January, 1930, 
and discussed generally what should be the wording of a Bill on 
primary education in rural Bengal they would support. On 20th 
January, 1930, Mr. A. K. Fuzl-ul Huq and Mr. Abdur Raheem, 
C.I.E. , were unable to l)e present and discussion proceeded on the details. 


Five pice cess. 

The eonfereiice agreed that the taxation needed should be a cess 
of 5 pice in the rupee levied in the same manner as the Road and 
Public Works cess, but suggested that realisation should, if possible, 
be carried out by the agency of union boards. 

The meeting then passed on to discuss the incidence of the cess. 
Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan drew attention to the recent decision of 
the Praja Party that the apportionment of the cess should be 3 pice 
payable by the landlord and 2 pice by the tenant. The conference 
favoured this proportion, although it was willing to accept 3 pice for 
the tenant and 2 for the landlord if there were no other chance of 
passing a Bill. 


Govehnment’s powers. 

The conference then unanimously accepted the following resolu- 
tion : — 

That Government’s powers of directing and controlling policy and 
administration should he absolute. For this purpose there should be 
no Central Committee with powers greater than those proposed in the 
Bill last put forward by Government. 
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That the inspectorate sho^d be OoTemment servants and neither 
th*e Central Committee nor the district school botods shoidd bo 
empowered to appoint inspecting officers, and that 4he training of 
teachers should be financed and controlled entirely by Government. 

The conference also unanimously accepted the proposal that District 
Magistrates should be members of the district school boards for the 
first 8 years. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the reason why inspite of the fact that it has been suggested that the 
coal industry will have to pay a very large part of the cess, no repre- 
sentative of that industry was invited to attend the conference? 

The Hotl’We Mr, KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: There is no reason 
to supixise that the rest of the members of the Council will not be 
consulted on this question. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be plesised to state on what principle the personnel of the conference 
was selected? 

The Hon’ble Mr, KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: A limited number 
of members could only be consulted because there was no sufficient 
provision for paying the travelling allowanie for a larger number of 
members. That is the reason why a limited number was consulted. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the llon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the Hindu members only were left out ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: One of the reasons 
was that a very large number of the Hindu members had resigned and 
secondly we wanted to consult a limited number and two Hindu members 
were there. 

Mr, BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state if he considered Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarker, 
a nominated member, and Rai Sahib Punchanan Banna, a representative 
of the depressed class, the only fit representatives of the Hindu com- 
munity on the conference? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow that question, as it is ironical. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that inspite of the resigns^ 
tion of many Hindu members in obedience to the Congress mandate 
there were as many as 14 members sitting in the Council? 
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; TIm Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have said before, 

Ibere is ao reason to suppose that the others will not be consul tedf I 
Would request the member to wait and see. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the IWble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he wanted to call the conference on com- 
munal lines? 


The Hefi’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: The answer is in the 
negative. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state if the conference was called for the purjiose of doing 
some lobby work outside the Council Chamber? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not follow that question, as it is a reflec- 
tion on the conduct of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr, W. L, TRAVERS: Will the Hon’ hie Minister he pleased to 
state whether those memhers who were disgruntled and disagreeahle 
at a previous conference were invited to the conference? 

the Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The answer is 
in the negative. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the ITon’hlc Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that there were Hindu 
memhers present in (’alcutta who would have attended the conference 
without charging any travelling allowance and who were memhers of 
the Select Committee on the Primary Education Bill? Will the 
Hon’ hie Minister he also pleased to state why these gentlemen were 
not invited to the conference? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think that after 
the Non-Muhammadan members have been returned to the Council they 
should he consulted. 

WUUlIvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state the reason why certain members of the Select Com- 
mittee were not invited? 

The Hen’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: All the memWs had 
not been asked. Those who are willing to attend will be consulted later. 

MiyM SYED MAJID BAKSH: That is not an answer to my 
question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Please pass on to the next 
question. 
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Collisloiit betimfi inland and othar staam tanala. 

•71. Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Marine Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
‘ statement showing for the year 1928-29 — 

(i) the number of collisions which occurred between steamers and 

other vessels and boats plying on inland rivers of Bengal; 

(ii) how many boats have sunk as a result of such collisions? 

(h) What steps, if any, have the Government taken in the matter? 

(c) What comi>en8ation, if any, have the Steamer Companies paid 
for boats sunk in such collisions? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) (i) Fifty -three cases were repoHed. 

{ii) Thirty-three. 

(/;) In five cases no witnesses appeared at the local inquiry. In all 
the other cases preliminary local inquiries were held. In two cases 
Special Courts were ordered; of these one resulted in suspension of 
the serangls certificate and the other in exoneration of the serang. 
The findings of the preliminary inquiries in the remaining cases are 
summarized as follows: — 

Due to fault of serangs — 8 cases. 

Due to fault of boatmen — 9 cases. 

Pure accidents— 25 cases, 

of which five were settled amicably. In three other cases criminal 
prosecutions took jdace ; in one the master was acquitted on appeal 
and the boatman fined. In another the master was acquitted. The 
result of the third case is not known. In one other case it is not 
known whether pennission to prosecute was availed of or not. 

(c) Rupees 4,592. 


Sanitary drainage cesses. 

•72. Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY. (a) Will the Hon’bie Minisfer in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state on 
what basis the Government are realising sanitajry drainage cesses under 
the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 1920 (Bengal 
Act VI of 1920), from the landlords, tenure-holders, tenants and 
raiyats, in respect of the areas declared benefited by tke Magra Hat 
Drainage Scheme in the district of the 24-Parganas? 
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(b) Is it a fact that the following tauiis have not *l>een assessed 
though they are situated within the benefited areas in the said 
scheme : — 

Tausis Nos. 7, 45, 49, 57, 65, 99, 111, 117, 119, 125, 186, 302, 
352, 792, 1337, 1330, 2169, 1512, 1513, 1519, 1820, 2625, 2673, 
2424, 2676, 2699, 1123, 1108, 126? 

(c) Is it a fact that the amount of drainage cess recoverable from 
the landlords, tenure-holders, tenants and raiyots of the above tausis 
has been assessed on other persons who hold lands in other tauzis 
situated within the benefited areas and is being realised from them in 
excess of their legitimate share? 

(</) If the answers to (h) and (r) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are con- 
sidering the desirability of revising the whole assessment? 


MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray): (a) The Magra 
Hat Sanitary Drainage Scheme was executed under the Bengal 
Sanitary Drainage Act, 1895 (Bengal Act VIII of 1895), and not 
under the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitaiy Improvement Act, 1920 
(Bengal Act VI of 1920), and the dminage cess is realised under 
section 21 of the said Act from those liable to pay road cess direct to 
Government. The subordinate tenures and holdings pay to the above 
in accordance with the provision of sections 23 and 24. The share 
which would have Wen payable by the municipality is borne by 
Government. Copy of the order of assessment under section 21 is 
attached herewith. 

(5), (c) and (d) Tauzi No. 119 has been assessed to drainage cess. 

/ 

Tauzi No. Ill is amalgamated with tauzi No. 2835 which has Wen 
assessed to drainage cess. 

No land of tauzis Nos. 99, 125, 126, 65, 186, 2169, 792, 352, 302, 
117, 45, 49 and 7 lies within the Wnefited area of the drainage scheme. 
These tauzis have not Wen assessed to drainage cess. Tauzi No. 2699 
is amalgamated with tauzi No. 28-34 which has not been Wnefited by 
the drainage scheme and hence it haa not Wen assessed to drainage 
cess. 

There are no such estates as tauzis Nos. 1108, 1337 and 2424. 

Tauzis Nos. 2673, 2676, 1123, 2625, 1820, 1513, 1519, 57, 1512 
apd 1330 have not Wen assessed to drainage ceas as it rx>uld not be 
ascertained at the time of drainage assessment that these tauzis con- 
tained any Wnefited mauza owing to defects in the existing land 
registration register. The benefited mauzas now found to appertain to 
these tauzis have however Wen already assessed under other tauzis. 
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The total annual drainage cess in these omitted states would have 
oome to Rs. 238 which would have meant a reduction of about 1/3 
pie in each rupee. As the drainage cess payable is Rs. 4-7-7 per 
rupee of road cess, a reduction of about 1/3 pie in each rupee is not 
likely to benefit anyone materially, but a revision of the assessment 
at this stage would entail espenditure quite out of proportion to the 
relief sought and so no proceedings for revision under section 30 of 
the Act appears to be called for. 


Order referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 
No. 72 (To. 37 1 3-0-20 in Embankment case No. I of 1916-17). 

The total amount recoverable has been determined by Government 
in their letter No. 36 T. — L.S.-G., dated 30th April, 1919, to be 
Rs. 34,48,519. This amount is recoverable according to the Commis- 
sioner’s letter No. 10 R.I., dated 14th June, 1919, within a period of 
26 years. The annual recovery is therefore Rs. 1,32,635-5-6. The 
road cess payable annually in the affected tract has been determined 
to be Rs. 29,653-13-2. The drainage rate under section 21 is there- 
fore Rs. 4-7-7 per rupee of road cess. 

H. Chatterji, 

Deputy Collector. 


Deputation of assistants of the Bengal Secretariat to Darjeeling. 

*73. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay a 
statement on the table showing for the last seven years — 

(/) how many assistants from each department of the Secretariat 
were dejmted tc proc'eed to Darjeeling; and 

{ii) how many of them were — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muhammadans? 

(h) If the number of Muhammadans deputed during the said period 
is not proportionate to their strength in each department, what were 
the reasons therefor? 

MEMBBR in ohorgs of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (ttio Hon^ilo 
Mf. A. Mirr): (a) A statement giving the available information for 
the Finance Department is laid on the table. The selection of assistants 
deputed to Darjeeling from other offices is not within the cognisance 
of Finance Department. 



QUESTIONS. 


27 


1^1 


(5) Assistaats are deputed to Darjeeling according to administra- 
tive conrenience and not on grounds of race or religion. 


Statem^t referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 

No. 73. 


Years. 

Number'of aasistanta, typists and 
stenographers deput^ to 
Darjeeling — 

Total 
number of 
Hindus 
deputed to 
Darjeeling. 

Total 
number of 
Muhamma* 
dans 

deputed to 
Darjeeling. 

Assistants. 

Typists. 

Stenogra* 

phers. 

1923 

15 

mm 

4 

19 

3 

1924 

17 


4 

20 

3 

1925 

17 

4 

4 

21 

4 

1926 

18 

4 

4 

20 

4 

1927 

17 

4 

4 

20 

3 

1928 .. ! 

18 

4 

4 

20 

4 

1929 

19 

1 


6 

20 

7 


Appointment of Muhammadans in the ministerial establishment in 
Government offloes in Bengal. 

•74. Mauivi AZIZUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Ilon^ble Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
the maximum provision for appointment in the ministerial establish- 
ment in Government offices in Bengal is— 

(i) one-third for Muhammadans; and 

(ii) two-thirds for pon-Muhammadans? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of — 

(t) removing this bar; and 

(^'0 givl®^^ every alternative vacancy to a Muhammadan afj^er the 
one-third proportion has been reached? 

MEMBER in ohargi of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tiio 
Mr. A. N. Moberty): (a) No: minima have been prescribed 
not maxima. 

(h) Does not arise. 
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HoiiM Marctm ihiriiig raoant Dam rioti, 

«76. Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) WiU 

the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased 
to state whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to 
the report of a statement issued under the signatures of Srijut Pratul 
Chandra Ganguli and others regarding the conduct of the local police, 
particularly of one Maulvi Apsauddin, a sub-inspector of police, and 
his assistants in connection with house searches during the recent 
Dacca riots? 

(b) Have the Government had any report regarding the house 
searches and arrests made at Dacca in connection with the said Dacca 
riots? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the following 
houses or one or more of those were searched without warrants; — 

(i) the house of late Gopi Mohan Bysak in Lalchand Mokim Lane, 

(m) the house of Babu Amritalal Bandopadhay, i.e., No. 16, 
Uttar Maisundi; and 

(?n) the house No. 47, Uttar Maisundi, belonging to one Babu 
Akhil Chandra Chatterjee? 


(^/) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state under what law and authority the same 
was done? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether during 
the house searches in connection with the said riots, the police were 
accompanied by a number of Muhammadans, particularly during the 
searches of the following houses : — 

(?) the house No. 16, North Maisundi, belonging to Babu Amritalal 
Banerjee ; 

(u) the house No. 18, North Maisundi, belonging to Babu Sanatan 

Banikya; 

(lit) the house No. 47, North Maisundi, belonging to Babu Akhil 
Chandra Chatterjee; 

(tv^ the house No. 52, belonging to Babu Kadhakanta Saha Banik 
and Babu Erishnalal Banik; and 

(v) the house of late Govinda Chandra Banikya? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether in some 
cases searches were conducted in the zenana in the absence of all male 
members ? 
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Tlia HofiHlIft Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs (a) Government have seen 
various statements in the public press. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) (t) No information is available about the alleged search of this 
house. 

(ii) Yes. 

(tit) Yes. 

(d) Section 47, Criminal Procedure Code, 

(e) A few Muhammadan identifying witnesses accompanied the 
police. 

(/) There were males in some houses and no males in others. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether any notice was given hefoi*e the 
police entered the house!*' 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I ask for notice of this 
question. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state how many Muhammadans (with their 
names) entered each of the houses as identifying witnesses? 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I submit that if the hon^ble 
member wanted detailed information he should have asked for it 
when giving notice of this (luestion. I submit it is not a short notice 
question. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble MemW 
be pleased to state whether Government approve of the conduct of the 
police officers who have hurt the feelings of the Hindu community? 

The Hofl’blo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I submit it is a hypothetical 
question. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether Government approve of the making of 
searches in the zenanas in the absence of males? 

The Hofl’bM Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It is a questi(»n of law, Sir, 
the matter is primarily for the Court. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: I am not questioning 
whether there was legal right or not. My question is whether Govern- 
ment approve of making searches in the zenana in the absence of male 
niembens. I am asking for Government opinion. 

Tbu Hop’bM Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It is a matter of opinion, Sir, 
and it depends on circumstances. 
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Pmont iTfittid iiid housas swchtd during roonnt DiOM rintSa 

•76. Mr. BiaOY PRASAD SINGH ROY! (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state— 

(i) how many persons have been arrested in connection with the 

Dacca riots; 

(ii) how many of them are Hindus; and 
(Hi) how many are Muhammadans? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(i) how many houses have been searched; 

(ii) how many of them are Hindu houses; and 
(in) how many are Muhammadan houses? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Exact figures are not at 

present available, but the approximate numbers are as follows: — 

(i) Between 2b0 and 300. 

(ii) and (Hi) Approximately equal numbers of Hindus and 
Muhammadans. 

(h) ({) to (Hi) Exact figures are not available. A large number 
of houses were searched. Whole blocks of disreputable houses, for 
instance, in affected areas, were combed out for bad characters. 
These included houses of both Hindus and Muhammadans. 

Unstarred Questions 

(aneurers to whioh were laid on the table). 

Reference cases under Bengal Act 5 of 1620. 

71. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH; (a) Has the atten- 
tion of the ,^on’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department 
been drawn to the fact that reference cases under Bengal Act 5 of 1920 
cannot be speedily disposed of on account of the fact that there is no 
definite provision in, or rule under, the said Act for making parties 
within certain time limit? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of — 

(t) , obtaining opinions of various judges who have decided cases 
arising under Bengal Act 5 of 1920 in order to ascertain 
what difficulty,, if any, they felt in dealing with such cases; 
and 

(ii) amending the law and framing rules consistent with the Act 

to ensure speedy disposal of disputes relating to alluvial 
IcrmaHonsf 
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, 

MEMBER ki ohvgB of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Heii*l>le 
Mr Pfwrash Chwider Mittar): (a) Government have no infomation on 
the subject. 

(b) (i) Government propose to inquire into the alleged defeids in 
the Act. 

(7/) Doe-i not arise. 


Mr. A. deSanges, Assistant Aooountantf Pre-audit Section, 
Calcutta Port Commissioners. 

72. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Meiuhei in charge 
of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
a special pay of Rs. 130 per mensem has been sanctioned foi 
Mr. A. deSanges, Assistant Accountant, Port Commissioners ^ 

{b) If so, for what special services has such pay been sanctioned? 

(c) Is it a fact that the work of the Pre-audit Section of which 
Mr. A. deSanges is in charge, has been considerably reduced since 
the abolition of the pension system in the Port Commissioners’ sei’vice? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. MARR: (a) A special pay of Rs. 150 per 
mensem has been sanctioned for Mr. A. deSanges, Assistant Accountant^ 
Pre-audit Section. 

(b) Increase in the work and responsibility of his section. 

(c) No. The pension system haB not been alwlished, and cannot be,, 
until all those who, on the introduction of the Contributory Provident 
Fund, preferred to retain their pensionary status, have left the service. 
In addition the work connected with the Contributory Provident Fund 
and the liong Service gratuities and the Commissioners’ Co-operative 
Credit Society have all increased in volume and there has been a 
further increase of work due to additional staff in all departments. 


Mr. <1. G. Alair, Assistant Accountant, Calcutta Port Commissionarsr 

73. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
Mr. J. G. Mair, Assistant Accountant, Calcutta Port Commissioners,, 
was granted passage from Bnglsnd although he w^ub recruited in India 
and was interviewed in Calcutta by the special committee appointed 
for the purpose? 

(b) is it a fact that the said Mr. J. G. Mair was appointed to his 
present post in supersession of the claims of several senior Indian 
ofiBcers? 
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Tilt Hon’Ui Mr. A. MARR: (a) Tes. Mr. Mair was granted a 
passage to India. He was not in India when he was appointed to the 
post of Assistant Accountant. 

(b) No. 


Trial of cases under Bengal Act V of 19211. 

74. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) how many reference cases with dates of making references 
have been instituted under Bengal Act V of 1920 since it 
came into effet^t in the districts of Noakhali, Dacca and 
Faridpur ; 

(n) the dates of attachment by the Collector under section 3; and 

(Hi) in the case of disposed of cases, the dates of their disposal by 
trial as well as by the Appellate Courts? 

The Hon’Mo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; The required 
statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 74. 


Kamel of 
SlitrioU. 

Kumber of 
references. 

Dates of 
attachment, 
under lec. 3 
of Bengal 
Act V of 
1020. 

Dates of 

matring 

references 
to the 
Civil Court 

under sec. 5 

of Bengal 

Act V of 
1020. 

Dates of 
disposal by 
Civil Court. 

Dates of 
disposal by 
ApMllate 
Court. 

Bemarks. 

1 

' ^ 

v» 

4 

6 

6 

7 

Koakhali .. 

Two .. 1 

8-8-1028 

16-11-1087 





2 

80*lM08e 

86-8-1088 



Ditto. 

I>Moa 

Two .. 1 

S-6-1925 

84-4-1080 

.... 


Ditto. 


2 

81-12-1020 

4-6-1080 



Ditto. 

Farid]rar .. 

Thirteen 1 

81-10-1086 

86-0-1087 

8S-4*-i088 

Ko app^. 



2 

8-MO20 

84-8-1087 



Pending. 


8 

1-10-1086 

86-0-1087 

88-4-i028 

Ko api^. 



4 

■l!5 Tvl 

87-8-1088 



Pending. 


5 


16-8-1028 



Ditto. 


6 

0-11-1086 

4-8-1088 

s^ihiooo 

Koi^p^ 

The land has 







been trans- 







ferred to 







Dacca dis- 


7 

80-18-1086 




tciot. 

Pending. 


S 

84-1-1087 




Ditto. 


» 

88-6-1087 

80-6-1088 

8^i080 

Ko^>P(mL, 



10 

80-0-1087 

8-4-1080 



Penang. 


11 

20-10.1087 


.... 


Ditto. 


12 

18-1-1086 


.... 


Ditto. 


18 

28-0-1886 

14-18-1080 


.... 

Ditto. 
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af Mwts in nhrmm ohm iM*r oljim 

fk Maiilvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAHs (a) WUl the Hoa'ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether it is the intention of the Government that no action of the 
Collector or the receiver, if any, appointed by him in the management 
of attached lands, can be questioned by the Civil Court to which 
reference has been made for determination of title to such lands f 


(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of revis- 
ing the iniles for the guidance of the Collector and the receiver 
appointed for the management of attached lands making them answer- 
able for their action to the Civil Court to which reference is made? 
If not, why not? 


MEMBER in chtrg;e of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’IHe 
Mfi A. N. Moberly): (a) The .lurisdiction of the Civil Court over 
the Collector or the receiver dei>ends not on the intention of Govern- 
ment but on the interpretation of the law which is a matter for the 
Courts. 

(b) Rules made by Goveninient cannot confer upon a Court juris- 
diction whi(*h it does not otherwise possess. 


Pritint stiff of tho Daooa Collogi and tho Jigmnath IntoimodlMi 
Colitgo, Daooa. 

7B. Rai SahM REBATI MOHAN BARKERS (a) Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the strength of the present staff of the — 

(1) Dacca College, and 

(2) the Jagannath Intermediate College, Daooa; 

(it) salaries drawn by each member of the staff in a comparativo 
table; and 

(m) number of students in the two institutions? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Jagannath College was originally a trust 
property? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Jagannath College trust was broken by 
special legislation and the responsibilities of the College were taken 
over by the CbvemmmitP 
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(d) Is it a fact that there is no graded service for the staff in the 
Jagaimath Intermediate College? 

(e) Are the Government , considering the desirability of improving 
the status of the said staff? 

The Hoft’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: (a) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No. Government regret that in the present state of the pro- 
vincial finances they are unable to sanction any additional recurring 
expenditure for this college. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of unttarred question No, 76, 


(AH-Daeea liittriM4iale Oellsft. 

Niunber of studenU — 367. 

Present Teaching Staff and their Sauiribs. 


Serial Name. Deeignation. 

Scale of pay. 

Actual 

No, 


p»yt 

I — Indian Educational Service. 

Re. 

Rb. 

1. Mr. Surendra Nath Maitra . . Principal 

. 400—60—600 

1,000 

—600—60— 

1.000—1,000 

—60—1,260. 




II — Bengal EduoationRl Service. 


1. 

Babu Rakhal Dae GhOeh 

. Profeseor of English 

260—260—800 

800 



—40/2—500— 

60/2—800. 



2 . 

Babu Haridae Saha . . 

Profeesor of Chemis* 

Ditto 

800 



try. 



8 . 

Babu Padmini l^uean Rudra 

Professor of English 

Ditto 

700 

4. 

Babu Banfcim Dae Baneijee 

Professor of Mathe- 

Ditto 

600 


matics. 


76 






(hoatdt 





alloir^ 

eoee). 

6. 

Babu Sued Qiandra Chabravarty 

Lecturer in Phyiiai 

Ditto 

460 



QxnBSnom 



m 


Name. DeatguaNwi. Salle of pay. AoMal 

W- 

Ra. Ba. 

in — Subordinate Eduoaticmal Samoa. 


1. 

Babu Raj Narayan Saha 

Lecturer in Phyaica 

160-10—400 

360 

2. 

Babu Parimal Kumar Ohoah 

Lecturer in Engliah 

Ditto 

890 

3. 

Mauivi Kaai Abdul Wadood 

Lecturer in Bengali 

Ditto •• 

260 

4. 

Babu Panohu Oopal Dae 

Lecturer in Mathe* 
matica. 

Ditto 

260 

5. 

Babu Sureah’Chandra Bhatta- 
charji. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

260 

0. 

Babu Aswini Kumar Daa Oupta 

Lecturer in Economioa 

Dtto 

260 

7. 

Babu Pumendu Kiahore Chakra* 
varti. 

Lecturer in Hiaiory 

Ditto 

260 

8. 

Babu Bejoy Sankar Sen Oupta . . 

Lecturer in Geography 

Ditto 

260 

9. 

Mauivi Serajul Haque 

Lecturer in Arabic . * 

Dtio 

220 

10. 

Babu Deb Kumar Datta (Kabya* 
tirtha). 

Lecturer in Sanakrit 

Dtto 

210 

11. 

Babu Maoindra Praaad Ouha 

Lecturer in Oec^aphy. Ditto 

210 

12. 

Babu Hem Chandra Acharyya 

Lecttirer in Sanakrit 

Dtto 

200 

13. 

Babu Nirmal Kumar Sen 

Lecturer in Chemiatry 

Ditto 

200 

14. 

Babu Sailendra Praaad Na^ 

Lecturer in Botany 

Dtto . . 

190 

16. 

Babu Nikhil Chandra Sen 

Lecturer in Logic . . 

Dtto 

160 

10. 

Mauivi A. U. Muhammad Wali* 
ullah. 

Lecturer in Persian 

Ditto 

160 

17. 

Babu Sanat Kumar Banerji 

Laboratoxy Aaaiatant 
in Phyaica. 

1 

1 

106 

18. 

Babu Jatindra Nath Mitra 

Laboratory Aaaiatant 
in Botany. 

Ditto 

90 

19. 

Babu Ramendra Kumar Daa 

Laboratory Aaaiatant 
in Cheiniati’y. 

Dtto . . 

80 

20. 

Babu Praaanna Kumar Maxumdar 

Qymnaatio Maater . . 

60—4—160 .. 

92 


Number of atudenta — 050w 
pBxasKT Tbachiko SravT aitd thxik SALAanta. 


Serial Name. 

No. 


1. Rai 8. N. Bhadra Bahadur, M.A. 

2. Babtt Brifeplnina N. Roy, m . a * 

8. Babd flaiitcaih Bm Ghatterji . . 

A. 8-A. .. . .. . 

8. Bahal8Mtelm]f,Gliakmy^ 


Deaignatioiu 

Actual 


pay 


Ra, A. 

Principal * . . • 

600 0 

ProteaorolBi^ltab 

160 0 

Profeaaorof Engliah (oaleava) 

.. 

.. . Ditto . . - ,, 

Ii6-4K 

Ditto 

76 0 
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6eri»l Kaom. BwigoAlioii. Actoal 

No. PAJ. 

Ra. a. 


6. Babu Nirmal K. Gupta, m.a. 

7. Babu Saroj K. Bose, h.a. . . 

8. Babu Mohizn Ch. Pal, m.a. . . 

0. Babu Rabindra N. Sen, m.a. 

10. Babu Revatikumar Chakravarty, m.a. 

11. Babu Birendra Ch. Mukherji, m.a. 

12. Babu Probodh Ch. Ghosh, m.a. 

13. Babu Sourendra N. Majumdar, m.a. 

14. Babu Sailendra N. Bhadra, m.a. 

18. Babu Kalikrishna Goswami, m.a. 

16. Babu Abhoy Ch. Chakravarty, m.a. 

17. Babu Amiyansu K. Dos Gupta, m.a. 

18. Babu Rashbehari Bose, m.a. 

10. Babu Pratul Ch. Sen, m.a. . . 

20. Babu Jogeah Ch. Ghosh, m.a. 

21. Babu Hariprosanna Roy, m.a. 

22. Babu Ramesh Ch. Roy Chowdhuri, b.a 

23. Maulvi Abdul Aziz Talukdar, m.a. 

24. Kazi Mohiuddin Ahmed 

20. Babu Hemendra K. Dutt, b.a. 

26. Babu Subodh K. Mukerji 

27. Babu Satindra M. Banerji 

28. Babu Sukhendra Ch. Bose, m.a. 

29. Babu Farijat K. Bose, m.a. . . 

80. Babu Monoranjan Banerji, b.so. 

81. Babu Akhil Ch. Chanda, b.bo. 

82. Babu Miraja 8. Bhattacharji, b.sc. 

88. Babu Probodh R. Guha, b.sc. 

84; Babu {Utindra N. Mitra, b.sc. 

80. Babu Sullillll O. Mukherji, m.sc. 

86. Babu Rasik Ch. Chakravarty 

37. Babu Ramada P. Ghosh, m.a. 

88. Babu Ambuja P. Gupta, b.a. 

89. Babu Jamini M. Dhar, b.a. . . 

40. Babu Amulya Ch. Sarkar, b.a. 

41. Babu Abani K. Chakravarty 

42. Babu Jogendra N. Oupto 

48. Babu Hari Beuo^ Baaak, b.a. 


Professor of History 

. . 

290 

0 

Professor of Economics (on 
leave). 

130 

0 

Professor of Mathematics 


280 

0 

Ditto (on leave) 


. . 


Professor of Log^c 


103 

0 

Ditto 


100 

0 

Professor of Economics 


130 

0 

Professor of English 


100 

0 

Ditto 


120 

0 

Professor of Sanskrit 


340 

0 

Ditto 


188 

0 

Professor of Geography 
leave). 

(on 



Professor of Ph3rsics 


290 

0 

Ditto 


180 

0* 

Professor of Chemistry 


290 

0 

Professor of Chemistry 


115 

0 

Professor of Dyeing 


240 

0 

Professor of Persian 


100 

0 

Drill Master 


103 

8 

Professor of Botany 


200 

0 

Lecturer in Book-keeping 


175 

0 

Shorthand Instructor 


130 

0 

Lecturer in Mathematics 


f no 

1 25 

0 

0 

Ditto 

, , 

90 

0 

Demonstrator of Chemistry 

96 

6 

Ditto 


91 

6 

Ditto 


57 

0 

Demonstrator of Physics 


( 57 
\ 20 

0 

0 

Ditto 


07 

0 

Demonstrator of Botany 


80 

0 

Demonstrator of Dydng 


77 

0 

Instructor of Typewriting 


( 67 
\ 20 

0 

0 

Games Organiser 


67 

0 

Librarian 


102 

0 

Laboratory Assistant 
Chemislry. 

in 

00 

0 

Laboratory Assutont 
Fliyaice. 

in 

87 

0 

Lecturer in Bengali 

. . 

100 

0 

Assistant Lecturer in Book* 

00 

0 


keeping. 


^ Ba. 6 increment due in July, 1980. 
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DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

4S.---ttiptmmiatloii-~Allo«^^ afNi FtntiMi. 
45A.~>CaiiiiiitAatiofi of Ponsions flnonood from ordinory rovonuoOi 
eiNI.—P«yiiiont of oommutod voluo of PofiMofis. 

TIlO HOfl’Mo Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of Hit 
Excellency the Governor, I begf to move that a sum of Rs. 2,51,000 
be granted for expenditure under the heada “46. — Superannuation — 
Allowances and pensions,” “45 A. — Commutation of pensions financed 
from the ordinar^^ revenues” and “GOB. — Payment of commuted value 
of pensions.” 

Sir, this matter has been explained in the memorandum, copies of 
which have been circulated to all members of this House. It is 
difficult for us to estimate exactly us to what our requirements under 
these heads will be during the year and you will find from the 
memorandum that under the head “Superannuation — Allowances and 
Pensions” we have estimated to have savings of Rs. 87,000. On the 
other hand, however, under the second head “Commutation of pensions^ 
we have estimated that we shall be short by about Rs. 8,38,0(K). Taking 
the two heads together, this means that, unless this sum is voted, we 
shall have an excess expenditure of Rs. 2,51,000 at the end of the year. 
Therefore I ask the House to vote this sum. 

The motion was put and agieed to. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

5.~Lafid Revenue. 

The Hon’hie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that p sum 
of Rs. 46,22,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “5. — Land 
Revenue/* 

RMmi SATISH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURYf Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 1,30,000 under the head “5A. — Charges 
of Administration — ^Land Acquisition Establishment— Pay of Estab- 
lishment” be reduced by Rs. 500 (on the ground that the construction 
of the Heghna bridge should not be undertaken before further 
investigation). 
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My object, Sir, is to put off the ooi^tructioiL of the Meglma bridge 
till ft full investigation has been made by the most impartial experts 
ibto the effect, likely and probable, of the construction according to 
the plan made by the Eailway BoiBo*d, both on the river and its current 
as also on the countiy which is fertilised and drained by this impor- 
tant river. 

My motion, Sir, is not raised on any sentimental ground as it is 
well known that we all naturally prefer the extension of the means of 
commimication unmindful of their effect on our health and generAl 
well-being. The project of bridging the Meghna at Bhaimb Bazar did 
not attract much public notice till the last great flood in Assam caused 
havoc and destruction in Silchar, Earimgtanj and large portion of 
Comilla and Mymensingh. The great river Meghna which forms the 
boundary between the district of Myrnensingh on the west and the 
district of Comilla on the east has grown out of the stream which has 
its origin in the Manipur hills and which passing by Silchar and 
Badarpur bifurcates in two strong currents one, the Surma flowing 
past Sylhet and the other the Borak flowing past Karimganj — the two 
ultimately rejoins at Markoli, receiving additions from the currents of 
water directly issuing from the Ehasia Jaintia hills. Meghna, there- 
fore, is the main channel of water along which is discharged the 
rain waters from the Manipur, Assam and the Ehasia Jaintia hills. 

The magnitude of the task that is performed by this mighty river 
will be apparent from the fact that the rainfall in these hills is the 
highest in India. It ranges from 67 to 229 inches. Gherrapunji in 
Khasi hills which directly sends its waters down through the Meghna 
has the highest record of rainfall in the world being 458 inches. Such 
being the case one cannot be too careful in dealing with such a stream 
and any project of bridgring the some should undergo the most careful 
examination at the hands of experts who have no bias whatsoever and 
who are in a position to give an independent verdict. 

We have too painful an experience of river bridging for railway 
purposes to secure that everything necessary will be done to keep 
the free flow olilMker unimpeded in this particular instance. Bhairab 
in Jessore, the Padma at Saraghat, the Brahmaputra in Mymensingh 
all tell a tale of disaster and bid . us to be cautious and less c^imistic. 

The consequences of hasty action in this instance may be very 
disastrous to the health and wealth of the people of a large portion 
of the three districts of Sylhet, Mymensingh and Comilla. The Meghna 
flows along banks which are not very high and which are flooded over 
in the monsoon 1^ the onrushing currents which irrigate the country 
on either side up to a depth of 10 to 15 miles— the flood leaving bdiind 
silts which lertUise M soil every year. 

Any little variation in the normal conditions, e.g., if the flood eomm 
too quickly and subsides too late, results in a wholesale deetruotion 
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o|j|^|Mi mid cattle over a very wide area. The last Sdoiiar flood hfts 
tu^^this terrible effect and the popolatioa oa mther bank of the Meglma 
cipi^siag the subdivisions of Habigaaj, Brahmaabaria and Kishore- 
ganl 'iu the three districts, have been exkemely hard hit and famine 
conditions prevail over those parts. How serious may be the conse- 
quences of railway embankment over such plain level country, con- 
structed without regard to the interests of the agriculturist is well 
borne out by the final report of the Survey and Settlement operations 
in Tippera. The report while describing the effect of the railway 
alignment from Ashuganj in the east end of the projected Meghna 
bridge to Akhaura in the Brahmanbariu subdivision says : — 

‘‘Floods are a re<‘uning tmiible in Brahman l>aria 8ub<li\ision» 
This year the most affected being on the north, the damage being due 
to the abnormal flood coming down the Meghna. In the Beel area east 
of the Brahman baria from Shuilpur char almost to Akhaura, the culti- 
vators seem to have lost much of their winter crop every year since the 
railway embankment on the branch line to Ashuganj was completed. 
There are some openings in those railway embankments but they are 
insufiioient, the more so owing to the railway engineers putting a 
flooring of bricks under a bridge raising the bottom of the available 
channel to within two or three feet of the level of the fields.** 

There (ould not have been, Sir, a stronger condemnation out of 
official mouth of the methods of constructing our railways in. India. 
Here railways are built for the expansion of foreign commerce and they 
are one of the many means for exploitation of the country *8 wealth. 
Minimum cost and maximum profit to the British investors is the end 
always kept in view in the construction' of railways. No wonder that 
bitter popular experience has lead to a deep-rooted almost super- 
stitious belief that railway lines in India bring in their train diseases 
and poverty. The fact of the matter is that unlike in free countries 
such as America and England, here in India the Public Health Depart- 
ment is never consulted and leading public bodies and public men are 
never taken into confidence, before a plan of railway construction is 
matured and put into execution — the only thing that is considered is 
how to chain up the country at the minimum co^t. 

Much mischief has already been done and it is time that some check 
ware put on this spirit of reckless disregard of public interest and public 
will. 

Puldic meetings have been held too numerous to mention in the 
affected parts and responsible public opinion has expressed itself against 

proj^. The Hcm’ble Minister for Agriculture, then the Ohainnan 
of tl^ piwtriot Board, was present in one such meeting at Nabinagar, 
I 4a not know what weight the Gkivenuneni attached to them. The 
isiliag idaa se0in8 to bst the development of the Port of Chittagong: by^ 
making aft the trans-Meghna trade of Eastern Bengal flow to the recently 
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created major port tuiimpeded and unhampered. It is, howeyer, no 
coacem of ours whether Chittagong develops at the cost of Calcutta 
or whether the two divides the spoils. Our immediate ameem is to 
see and so urge on the Government that nothing be done to prejudici- 
dly affect the vital interest of the people. 

One other cogent reason for postponing the project is the fact 
that the Government of Assam have appointed a Committee to enquire 
and report on the causes of the last great Silchar flood. It is believed 
in well informed circles that some of the railway bridges were con- 
tributory causes of the widespread devastations. The report 
undoubtedly is expected to throw some light on the subject and the pro- 
ject, if not altogether abandoned, may at least be modified in the light 
of that report. 

It may be said that Government of Bengal had no hand in making 
the project and they cannot throw it out. Tine, but they can recom- 
mend to the Government of India that nothing should be done in a 
hurry and until and unless everything is done to safeguard the 
interests of the people the Government of Bengal, who are primarily 
responsible for the health and well being of the people, and this 
House, the watchman of public interest, will refuse to sanction the 
grant. 

The question raised is a question for the whole of Bengal. I would 
therefore crave the attention of this House to it as such. The question 
is if agriculture and sanitation, the health and wealth of the tillers of 
the soil, should or should not enter as primary considerations while 
making plans and estimates for river bridging purposes. If the Gov- 
ernment would do its duty by the people it should appoint a com- 
mittee of experts and some non-official members of this House to 
examine the project and to satisfy this House before putting their 
seal and approval to it by sanctioning the grant. 

I believe, Sir, that the Hon’ble Member-in-charge is not wanting in 
aympathy for the poor people. I hope he will give practical proof of 
his feelings by,||i|er\'ening before it is too late to prevent mischief. 

The land acquisition costs may also be reduced considerably by 
giving up excess lands which will be released as a consequence of the 
removal of the station from the present site. 

3-45 p.m. 

iaiHI KISHORI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: I have full sympathy with 
the proposal made by my friend Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury. 
Sir, the request is a very modest one. A thorough enquiry should be 
made whether it will Ao any real good to the country, and whether thihe 
is any local demand for the bridge. On the contrary, Sir, we hear that 
there is local opposition to this bridge being built. We in Rajshidu are 
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^Actual suferei’s. We hair« been saiieriiig mllok in Bajsbabi on 
aci^nt of the blockings of the waterwa^rs there* In the eouth east of 
the district of Rajshahi specially in thanas Lalpnr and Chargrhat the 
population within the last 50 years has been reduced by 50 per cent* 
and in the Report of the Settlement Operations in Rajshahi about S 
years agpo this has been attributed to the blfickingr of the waterways. 
Sanitation has also suffered on account of the blocking* of the natural 
drainage of the country. So I think, Sir, the question should be 
thorougrhly enquired into and without an enquiry this should never be 
taken in hand; all interests should be adequately considered, those of 
sanitation l)eing the first. That is why I say that no rash action should 
l>e taken in this matter. 


Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: I rise to Fupjwrt the motion of 
my friend Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury. The river Megna 
over which tliet proptvsed bridge is intended to be built, is one of the 
principal waterways of East Bengal. It has its rise in the Surma 
Valley districts of the province of Assam and passes through the dis- 
tricts of Sylhet, Myraensingh, Tip|)era, Dacca and Noakhali. It is 
the main channel, perhaps it is the only channel through which water 
of the heavy rains in the Cheirapunji and Tippera Hills and in the 
districts through which it passes is c^arried to the sea on the south. It 
flushes thousands of villages and their fields and carries the surplus 
water through its channel and thereby contributes to the fertility of 

land, ensuring the abundant grovih of crops every year. I may add 

here that this big river supplies thousands of people with good drink- 
ing water and contributes to the improvement in health of the areas- 
which are intersected by this river and its tributaries. All the rivers- 
which have their rise iu the Tippera and other hills fall to this big river 
carrying enormous silt with their streams. Its active flow has ensured 
the thriving of commerce and industries and many prosperous trade 
centres such as Bhairab, Ashuganj and Chandpur — not to speak of 
other minor centres — have already risen on its banks. But I regret 
•to say that this great river is not at present what we saw in our boy- / 
hood. The river is in the process of being silted up and in many 
places has already shrunken to more than half the length of what it 
was 30 years ago. If this process is allowed to continue for some years 
more, the results will be disastrous to the people of East Bengal. 
Already its baneful effects have made their mark on the health andT 

l^gTiculture of the people in the shape of malaria and kala^asar and 

other pieventilde diseases and of untimely and abnormal floods which 
destroy the crops of the tracts which are watered by this river and its 
tributaries. People of the Tippera district have already been suffering 
frm obstructive drainage caused by tbe railway embankment con- 
atrueted from Akbaura to Ashuganj as there is not sufflcieut number of 
culverts and bridjres for flow of flood water. 
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It u hig^h time that the activities ol the Inigatioii ’l>e|>artmeat 
dshould be directed to the protection and preservaticm of this main water* 
way. The beds of this river and its tributaries have already been 
raised and the river is scarcely able to carry the surplus rain water 
through its channel which flows over the fields giving rise to untimely 
jdoods which destroy the crops of the low lying tracts. 

Now, if over and above this process of silting up which has already 
t>egun a bridge as contemplated by the railway authorities is built, it 
will rapidly facilitate this process to the detriment of health and agri- 
•culture and industries of the people. 

Sir, you can well imagine the dismal picture of misery which may 
l)e caused by this gradual silting up of this very important and main 
water channel. It is therefore my earnest prayer that Government 
‘Should not allow the bridge to be constructed without proper and 
thorough investigation of the consequences which may injuriously 
affect this big water channel, which has mainly contributed so much 
towards the prosperity and health of the people of the districts through 
which it passes. It is regrettable that with the example of the Sara 
bridge before them the authorities have thought fit to launch this pro- 
ject without any proper investigation and without any care for the 
liealth and prosperity of the people concerned. 

With these remarks I support the motion of my friend Bahu Satish 
Chandra Ray Chowdhury. 


Tll0 Hon’bla 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I am afraid my 
friend Bahu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhurj" has mistaken his remedy. 
His two specific requests are that the project he modified and that a com- 
mittee he appointed to examine the project. We in the Land Revenue 
"Department are merely the acquiring department. Suppose the Cal- 
cutta Corporation or a District Board applies to its administrative 
department, namely, the Local Self-Government Department, for the 
requisition of a plot of land; the liocal Self-Government Department 
approves ahiAAoicwards it to the Land Revenue Department and we 
are hound under the Land Acquisition Act to put the machinery of 
•that Act into opeirtion and to acquire that land for them. 

Now if there be any question on the merits as to whether a project 
should he undertaken or not that is a matter for enquiry by the depart- 
ment which requisitions for the acquisition of the land, but in this case 
'the position is still more hopeless. Here the land is being acquired at 
Hie instance of the Railway Board — a central subject. But if there 
were any grievances those grievances should have heeu veutilated 
in another assembly and not here. At the same time 1 may assure 
Bahu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury that if his allegations he correct 
Hien not only I but every Member of Government should have eveii^ 
fl^ympathy with the object he has in view, and I may tell him that iU the 
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p^tlus G«T«riuiieBt did take yarious steps to bring to the notice ol the 
C fW Mnm ent of India matters affecting the well being of the local pub- 
lip. For example, in the department of my Hon’ble friend, Mr. Marr, 
are taken to see whether there are enough space in the span of 
a kfidgo, etc., hut beyond representing to the Govenunent of India 
we have no power to do anything more eflfectivo, we are bound by the 
decision of the Government of India. In the Department of my 
Hon’ble friend, Sir A. K. Ghuznavi — ^the Irrigation Department — 
steps are taken to enquire whether irrigation channels are obstructed 
and whenever necessary representations would be made to the Govern* 
ment of India. In the Department of Public Health also under deci- 
sions of Government arrived at so far as I remember a few yem ago 
similar enquiries are made. The results of the enquiries of these 
departments would then be foi*warded to the Government of India who 
are the final authority in the matter. Therefore, if the fat^ts be what 
Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury and his supporters represent, 
the proper remedy wouhl be to approach the Government of India, as 
this is a central subject under the administration of the Railway Board. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It would be very interesting to know from you 
as to whether you admit that it is up to a member of the lo<',al liegisla- 
ture to Wing pre.ssure upon a relevant department of the local Govern- 
ment, by a motion for a token cut on any item of the Budget with 
which the department is concerned, in order to have the views of the 
local Legislahire represented to the Government of India in respect of 
a matter, which although central, affects local interests. 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: You have anti- 
cipated me, Sir. That is the next point I was going to mention. I 
am pleased to notice that you have anticipated me. Our arrangements 
with the Government of India for acquisition of land for construction 
of railways are that they pay the whole amount. The provincial tax- 
payer does not pay a single rupee. We make provision in the budget 
to advance the expenses of acquisition hut the whole amount is ulti- 
mately paid by the central Government or the Railway administration 
just as when the Calcutta Improvement Trust wants to acquire land the 
whole amount is paid by the Improvement Trust. So no effective pres- 
sure can be put through us. We have no right to modify a scheme 
and no right to appoint a committee as no good purpose will be served 
thereby, specially as no effective pressure can be brought to bear on 
that Government by us. At the same time should the mover so desire 
I am willing to represent to the relevant departments— not the Land 
Revenue Department, but the departments under my friends, the 
Hbulble Mr. Marr, the Hon ’hie Sir A, K* Ghuznavi and the Hon’Ue 
Snaiar 6klb Shekhareswar Ray, who will then no donbl) examine the 
matter and represent it to the Govemment of India if thny ara sails- 
fiad^ Himelore, after this assurance and explanation of the true 
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position 1 hope and trust the mover will not press his motion because 
we in the Land Revenue Department are powerless in the matter. 

4 p.m. 

TIlS Hetl’Me Mr. A. MARRs Sir, this matter really is one which is 
under my charge, and I did not know that this question would come up 
in this debate. I have not got the file before me, and am trusting my 
memory for what I say. When the Railway Board take up anyf pro- 
ject, such as this bridge over the Meghna River, they send it down to 
the local Government for their opinion, and in the ordinary way we 
always consult the Irrigation Department and the Public Health. 
Department and frame our opinion accordingly. I cannot quite remem- 
ber — I am trusting altogether to my memory — but I do think that in 
this particular case the original proposal was modified in the light of 
what the Irrigation Department said. I again say — if my memory 
serves me conectly — the Railway Board accepted this modification. If 
the member would like to have exact information, I shall be veiy glad 
to furnish it to him if he comes to me. 

Babif 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, the Hon ble 

Member-in-charge says that this matter should be represented to the 
Government of India, and the Railway Board 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are not entitled to make another speech. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I am 
simply replying to a particular point 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You have no right of reply in this case. Do 
you mean to withdraw* the motion ? 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, the whole 
thing re^ts on this. If we get this assurance 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have to tell you that if you withdraw the 
motion, you will have to do so unconditionally. That is the imle. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, on the 
assurance given by the Hon ’ble Member-in-charge I would ask the 
leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motiqp was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mmilvi TAMItClDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 33,000 under the head ‘‘6A. — Charges of Administration^ 
Wards* Estates Establishment*’ be reduced by Es. 100. 
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^ jly object in moving this motion ia to draw tbe attention of tbe 
lEfoise to the inadequacy of the number of Muhammadans employed as 
managers of estates under the Court of Wards. Sir, we see that in 
certain departments of Government it has been recognised that as the 
Muhammadan community is backward, encouragement should be 
given them by employing a fair number of Muhammadans. I think, 
Sir, that this is a principle which Government has accepted as salu* 
tary. If so, it seems to be ver>' strange why in this deportment the 
claims of the Muhammadan community should be so scantily reoog* 
nised. If, Sir, the Civil List is looked into, it will be found that 
amongst the number of managers employed under the Court of Wards 
there are 21 Hindus, 1 European, and only 2 Muhammadans, that is 
out of a total of 24 the number of Muhammadans is only 2. This 
seems to me very unsatisfactoiy, and I think it is up to the Govern- 
ment to vsee that an increased number of Muhammadans is employed in 
this department as in other departments. This is a very simple pro- 
position, and I hope that the Hon’ble Member-in-charge will kindly 
explain to the House why the number of Muhammadans is so meagre 
in this department. With these few words 1 beg to move the motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H OHUNDER MITTERS Sir, although 
on other occasions questions were put on this subject, I welcome this 
opjK)i*tunity as it enables me to explain the position. I can assure 
Maulvi Tainizuddin Khan that it is not4he intention of the Board of 
Revenue, who administers the Court of Wayds, not to give due atten- 
tion to the employment of Muhammadans, and quite recently — I 
believe since the last Civil List was published — two Muhammadans 
have been taken in the Dacca Nawab's F/state, and a third Muham- 
madan in another estate, and in one or two cases of minor appoint- 
ments Muhammadans have been appointed. But, Sir, there are 
certain inherent difficulties. Under the Court of Wards Act Govern- 
ment is in fhe position of a trustee, and when an estate comes into the 
bands of tbe Court of Wards, ordinarily the practice is to retain tbe 
<dd staff, and if the old staff is retained — and in the interests of work 
tbe old staff has got to be retained, because that staff is familiar with 
tbe administration of tbe estate-~ordinarily no question of vacancy 
arises. It is only when a vacancy occurs, that tbe question of a new 
appointment arises. 

Then, again, whatever tbe reasons may be, I find, Bir, that somehow 
or other zamindari employment is not so popular amongst Muham- 
madans as it is amongst Hindus, and I find that even in estates belong- 
ing to Muhammadan zamindars, Hindu officers predominate. This is 
also trtie of Muhammadan estates which come under tbe Court of 
Wards. ' And in one particular case, a well-known Muhammadan 
gentleman — ^1 will not mention his name here, but il Maulvi 
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Tamisuddin Elian wants to know it, I skall tell him in |mTate-^ho 
had a Muhammadan manager, represented to the Board of Berenne 
that he should be replaced by a Hindu. Be that as it may, I can 
assure Maulyi Tamizuddin El^n that the Board of Bevenue is not 
averse to the employment of Muhammadans, because they are Muham- 
madans, either as managers or in any other capacity. I may remind 
my friend that this is not a permanent service like other Government 
services, but a temporary one, and as soon as an estate is released the 
retention or otherwise of officers does not lie with Government. 

I can assure my friend that, subject to the limitations of the con- 
ditions of service, and subject to the interests of the different estates 
this question is not lost sight of. I hope I have made myself clear 
and that Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan will see his way not to press this 
motion. 

Mautfi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, in view of the explanation and 
the assurance given by the Hon’ble Member-in-charge, I beg leave of 
the House to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 propose to have one discussion on items 
Nos. 4 and 5. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,53,100 under the head ‘‘5A. — Charges of Adminis- 
tration — Road Cess, Valuation and Revaluation Establishment*’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the working of the Cess Act, to draw atten- 
tion to the present method of valuation, to urge for an enquiry into the 
incidence of cess taxation and for an early reviiiion of the Cess Act). 

Sir, the members of the House are aware of the fact that this Cess 
Act wfiis iwssed in the year 1880. In the statute book of this preei- 
denev this of the most complicated and amazing piece of work 

which is very difficult even for the trained mind, not to speak of any 
ordinary man, to understand, to appreciate the difficulties and com*, 
plications in the different sections of the Act. - 

In connexion with the Primary Education Bill this Act has^Mn 
the subject of discussion for some years past and members of tIMaouse 
h;^ e^veral opportunities to discuss the different see^oos Act. 

&3r, the more „we have looked into this Act, the more we Hive been 
^nvinced theft this jOsse Act requires an early amepdmeiit in the in- 
terests of the rdinl middleKdasses and the jotedars of Bmigal. My 
conclusion as a result of the stndy of the Cess Act is that the pesssme 
of toaaiion on the middle-classes in the rui^ areas has become very 
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I bave just now only a lew cases before me, and these oasea 
ca^ to my notico in conuo^icn with the Primary Educarion Bill, when 
w# wanted to knjw definiteJy as to the actual application of the CeH.% 
AdtJ I am prepared to give all these figures later on: 1 am pire 4 [>arSd 
to piaee all these figures before the Revenue Department, if necessary. 
I may tell you, Sir, that in one case where the cess was one anna, it 
was increased to Rs. 2-9 ; in another case it a’as increased from 
As. 10-6 to Rs. 16-6-6; in another case it was enhanced from Rs. 20-ld 
to Rs. 76-14; in another from Rs. 50-10-9 to Rs. 166-14-9; in another 
from Rs. 51 to Rs. 180. I will give one more example in which case* 
it Wivs increased from fourteen annas to Rs. 7-8. It has been <h6»- 
experience of everyone connecte<l with the operations of the Cess Act. 
that the common people hardly understand ita intricacies, and whom 
they get hold of a valuation roll, it is as unintelligible as anything 
could be. How the valuation is to be calculatwl is a matter of extreme 
difficulty, even with trained minds. 1 have asked questions point- 
blank to people directly concerned in the operations of the Act, and I 
can assure members of this House that in most cases they have failed 
to answer my queries. This lelates to tenure-holders. And so far as- 
the tenants are concerned, most of them are unaware as to what would 
be the amount of assessment under the Act. 

The members of the House will realise that when the Cess Act 
came into (»peration in the eighties of last century, the total amount of 
cess was about Rs. 45 lakhs : it is now about Rs. 85 lakhs. I have not 
got the exact figures with me, and so 1 am giving only approximater 
ones. Through sucTessive re-valuation proceedings, the oesB has been 
going higher up and after the settlement operation#, every man is 
affected in an oppressive manner. The middle-daes . people in rural 
areas even with large holdings are feeling the burden of taxation to 
such an extent that at times they find it extremely difficult *to make 
both ends meet. When we realise that the cess valuations are calcu- 
lated, not merely for the cultivated lands but also on gardens and 
vaste lands, even lands which are not cultivable at all seasons of the 
year — when all these are brought under the 4^rations otf the Act,^ 
one can imagine how the valuation goes extremely high. After all,, 
those who are acquainted with the agricultural position to-day will 
realise that the soil conditions are g^dually ^teriorating and that 
the total amount of {Ht)duce which the agriculturists get to-day are 
becoming less and less, and the real value of even what they get from 
the land is decreasing while the standard of living is increasing more 
and more. And if along with this, this taxation goes on increasing^ 
year after year, then I think the situation c^s for early oonsidmetion 
at this atage. After all, a limit must he put. The sooner it cooiee 
the better^ The situation will become worse if you do not put a limi^ 
at this sieiSf. ^ 
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Then there is the difficulty about some definitions in the Cess 
Act. The members are aware that by a peculiar definition in the Cese 
Act the cultivating- raiyat is often reduced to the position of a tenure- 
holder. 

He is a cultivating raiyat with 10 bighas of land, of which he 
cultivates 9 bighas himself and lets out only one bigha to another. 
The moment he lets out even a small fraction of his land, he becomes 
not a cultivating raiyat but a tenure-holder. As a cultivating raiyat 
his position is much better as he has to pay only two pice in a rupee 
of rent. As a tenure-holder his cess is to be calculated on the valua- 
tion of the land which is sometimes Rs. 5 to Rs. 6 per acre or even 
Rs. 9 to Rs. 10 or even more. The result is that people are feeling 
the pressure of taxation. In our district of Nadia we have got a net 
-cultivating area of 13 lakhs of acres and on that the people of that 
district have to pay a cess of over Rs. 3 lakhs. It comes to this that 
the incidence of the cess only is about four annas per acre. On a 
reference to the settlement records you will find that the incidence 
of rent for an occuptincy holding is Rs. 2-7-3 and for that amount 
under the Act, if a man was a cultivating tenant, he had to pay only 
one anna instead of four annas which he has to pay through the 
operations of a particular section of the Cess Act. You will find that 
in the district of Nadia there are about 3,11,500 houses. Calculating 
five members for each family the total number of families comes to 
ubout 2,60,000 or 3 lakhs. It is recorded that in this district the 
number of tenure-holders for cess purposes is about 2,32,329; in other 
"Words, almost every family is treated as a tenure-holder and not as a 
-cultivating tenant. I think I have made my point perfectly intelli- 
gible. In our district of Nadia we have got a population of about 13 
lakhs and in the rural areas we have got 3,11,000 houses and calculating 
five members for each family we get 2,50,000. On a reference to the 
•Cess Rei>ort we find that the total number of tenures in our district 
is 2,32,000. Therefore it api>ears that each family is considered to be 
a tenure-holder and the result is that every man in our district has to 
pay the cess to the extent of four anna.*^ — man, woman, a child, even 
an old invalid has to jwy a cess taxation of roughly about four 
annas per head. 1 certainly consider the figure to be extremely high. 
I feel sure that members realise that the people specially of the rural 
ureas in Bengal have to submit to a further taxation under the Village 
Self-Government Act. As I have said before, the total amount of taxa- 
tion realised under the Cess Act is about Rs. 85 lakhs. Under the 
Tillage Self-Government Act the total taxation realised by the Union 
Boards amounts to 30 lakhs. Calculating the same figure for the 
whole of Bengal I find that the people have to pay six annas per 
ncre for the two taxes, namely four annas for cess and two annas for 
the village self-government tax. Leaving out the village self-govern- 
ment taxation 1 think the figure is such as requires consideration. 



tile circttBuitaiioes would uoi Wft 9o dlUmilt Imt lor 
mm of caloulaticm wjuoh troato a oulliiratiag nigral oa a tanuro* 
a^ tlie oesa ia calculated not ou ike reiit baaia but on tbe ^ua* 
taia. I do not want to take more time bni I only wiab to draw 
4tiaj|li<m to tbe seriousnesa of the pfoUem, aa tbe people in tbe rural 
areali bare to pay muck more than tbeir means permit4 I want to 
dbew tibe early attention of tbe members to tbia aspect of tbe question. 
As 1 liare said before, this is a matter which requires an early enquiry 
to be made into the question of the incidence of taxation and an early 
revision of the Cess Act in order to ensure a more equitable distribu- 
tion. As 1 have said before, the men who are at the middle have to 
pay much larger ratio than the men at the bottom and the top. In 
the interests of the general public and in the interests of the middle- 
class people who live in the rural area, 1 think the House will realise 
that some* relief is absolutely essential. 

Ri^a Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN tlNHA, of NasM||Niri 

Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Es. 1,53,100 under the head 
*‘5 A, — Road Cess, Valuation and Revaluation Establishment*' be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the manner in which the work 
of revaluation has been and is being carried on). 

While supporting Khan Bahadur Asizul Haque that the law should 
be changed I beg to draw the attention of the Hon'ble Member with 
regard to the arbitrary way in which the road and public work cesses 
have been calculated by the Revaluation Officers. This fact has already 
been brought before this House last year by Babu «Togendra Nath 
Haitra and an assurance being given by the Hon'ble Member, he did 
not press his motion, on the contrary, he withdrew it. I regret to 
eay that no practical steps have been taken in spite of the assurance 
of the Hon*ble Member of the Revenue Department and in spite of 
the fact that a year has passed since. The calculation of the eess has 
been carried out on the same arbitrary way as it was done before. 
No improvement has been noticed in the methods adopted by the 
Bevaluation Officers. 

At tbe very outset may I say, that the middle-class people are most 
Rented by this way of calculating cess; and although memorial alter 
mmqorid bas been submitted and questions after questions as|ed of 
the Qovemment, tbe injust impositions continue without any regard 
to Unm daims. By such whimsical action tbe middle-class people 
hot# suSared mre than tbe cultivators. As for tbe semindars tbeir 
oeip has not been varied as they have to pay aooordinf to tbe net 
tecome. To osffer some relief to tbe midde-olass people, I move this 

^ IW tjeas Act dearly lays down that while aaoerldnliig fbe value 
^ tlA lipd dify annual tmi jfM by the edtivatiiit tniyats sIkvuM 
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be teken into conoideratioa, yet it is , astonisbing to fi|id tbat tbi^ 
bargadars have been treated as raiyats and the crops paid Giem 
be^ treated as rent. A distinction has been drawn between a cnlti^ 
vating raiyat and non-cnltivating raiyat, yet it is surprising to find 
that the tenants cultivating lands by means of bargadars or labourere 
have been treated as non*culti vating raiyats. In the recent Settlement 
work the Revaluation Officers have calculated the cess not on the rent 
of the land but on the products of the land. These things are going 
on under the present Bengal Tenancy Act just as if the old Act waa 
in existence, with the result that tenants having bargadars have been 
assessed at even five times and even more, of their original assessment 
on the same jama as rent. 

Not only this, the Revaluation Officers have invented another theonr 
of levying cess on burning ghats, burial grounds, dahars and other 
places which fetch no income, however the good management may be. 
The law clearly states that the cess should be in proportion to the 
income of the land ; but the Revaluation Officers finding a new imaginary 
source of income, calculate cesses against the very spirit of the law 
thereby harassing the zemindars unnecessarily and putting them to 
severe loss. I cannot make out if the action of the Revaluation Officers 
in this direction has been approved by Government ; are the Revaluation 
Officers carrying out the work under instructions from the Govern* 
ment or it is that they are carrying out their own whims and fancies 
with the object of getting some sort of promotion in the department P 
Whatever might be the object, this House should condemn the action 
most emphatically ; and I appeal to the Hon*ble Member to see that 
such arbitrary and illegal action is stopped without further delay. 

Sir, the most peculiar thing in this scheme is the levying of ro€wJ 
oess where there is no road at all. There are several mehals in the 
Suiidarbans where there is no road nor is there any likelihood of at 
road, but zemindars have to pay the road cess regularly year after 
year. Since the Cess Act was introduced the cesses have been poiiJ 
for the last 46 years but no road has been constructed noir isl thene any 
likelihood of hity construction, I know Sir, this is the duty of the 
district boards and the Hon’ble Member has nothing tqi do with the 
matter, but I bring this to the notice of the House in order to show 
how things- are going on in practice, how the Cess Act has benefited 
the tenants. 

There is another factor to which I wish to draw the attention ot the 
Hon^ble Member. When the Cess Act was introduced in the 
Council, the House was given to understand that the whole amount 
would be utilised for local purposes for the improvement of roads and 
for imblic works ahd nothing should be spent as collection charges.. 
Thi lemindars agreed to this on the assurance given by Govemment, 
Wld oondidering that the land would be improved and the meami 
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wduld be bettered, they agi«ed ill spite of the fact 
tb|i any such additional amount over and above the revenue dt the 
laid^^ivould be a direct infringement on the vested rights granted to 
tham by the Permanent Settlement. Not only was this 80 » but they 
also agreed to bear the cost of establishment for the collection without 
any charge. Strange to say, however, that though the semindars have 
agreed to do the work of realisation without any remuneration, the 
Government do not see their way to i>art with the collection charges. 
SSemindars in their turn have to go to individual raiyats to collect such 
a petty amount as one pie, two pies and so on, and they have to keep 
thousands of thousands of accounts for this work, yet they do not 
think it proper to charge any remuneration, whereas when it comes 
to the Government they charge an exorbitant amount, such as 
Rs. 6,50,000, for keeping the accounts for a small number of cases. 
The Government are the Paramount Power and have more interest 
in the land than that of the zemindars. If zemindars can part with 
this collection charge with their limited interest, why should not the 
Government do likewise. There should be an uniformity of principle 
in this matter. I^t no charge he made by the Government and tbe 
whole amount be handed over to the district boards which are starving 
for the want of money at iwesent. It will be a gi*eat help and relief 
to the district Imurds if they can get this sum of Its. 5, 50, (KM) and the 
law should be changed accordingly. 

With these things in view I formally move my motion. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: I beg to sup>j>ort the motion of 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haiiue. He has explained the object 
with which he has moved it. lie has stated that the operations of the 
Cess Act have been working veiy^ harshly upon the middle-cdasses of 
this province. In a manner he is quite right. In his speech he has 
also explained that a particular section of the Cess Act has created a 
new class of tenure-holders. I think that this is an unjust section 
which has created a fictitious class of tenure-holders. Nowadays, as 
every body knows, there are very few cultivators who do not let out 
at least some portion of their holdings. Therefore, if these cultivators, 
who are nothing more than cultivators simply because they have 
sublet only a very insignificant portion of their ’holdings to others, 
aiHB reckoned as tenure-holders, I think there is no one who cjan escape 
from the operation of this unjust section of the Cess Act. It is up to 
Government that this unjust provision be removed from the Act; but 
instead of doing that the Government is initiating revaluation pro- 
ceedings almost in every district and in these revaluation proceedings 
the amount of the cess is going to be tremendously increased, hi 
these fevalnatioii proceedings the classes of people who will be most 
hnrd bit will be the cultivators who by the operation of tbis Cess Act 
aiw classed as fictitious tenure-holders. 
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Tkere is another aspect of the matter. Under the present Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act, transfer of occupancy holdings has become 
rather unpopular, and as far as my experience goes, those who would 
have otherwise sold their holdings are now having resort to the 
procedure of subletting their holdings for the purpose of avoiding 
landlords’ fees. In these cases it will be seen that all those owners 
of occupancy holdings will be turned into tenure-holders, even if it 
happens that a portion of those holdings is sublet to under-raiyats. 
Therefore, as this is a very unjust provision which is working 
disastrously upon both the actual middle-class people of the province as 
well as the cultivators of the soil, I think Government should take 
immediate steps to see that this Act is amended so that these obnoxious 
provisions are removed from it. 

[At 4-35 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 4-46 p.m.] 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, the question is 
really an important one and demands special consideration of Govern- 
ment. There is real complaint in cess valuation. In the Cess Act 
ihere is no doubt a provision that if there is a holding consisting of 
hundred bighas or more, it should be presumed to be a tenure, but the 
real difficulty lies in the Settlement Department. In that department 
the practice is that whoever does not ciiltivate his own land is treated 
as a tenure-holder; even hhadrcdog class are treated as tenure-holders. 
The zemindar treats them as occupancy raiyats, but the department 
treats them as tenure-holders. The difficulty lies not only in the cess 
valuation, but also in the case of enhancement. If one is coimidered 
to be a tenure-holder, the zemindar can demand a very high enhance- 
ment, but in the case of an occui)anoy holding no high demand can be 
made; and much difficulty arises in connection with enhancement. 
Similarly, when one is considered to be a tenure-holder, there is 
unnecessary high valuation made of the proceeds of the land and 
neceas^ily a higher demand is ihade for cesses. So, the difficulty has 
really b^H ^^ated by the Settlement Department, and revaluation is 
generally made by that department. So, it is really a question which 
ought to be seriously considered. It may be that many jotedars and 
moneyed men have purchased occupancy holdings. One may have 
purchased two hundred or three hundred bighas of occupancy holdings 
in different plots. But because he possesses two hundred or three 
hundred bighas of land, he cannot be considered to be a tenure-holder. 
In this case the zamindar does not demand a high enhancement ; he is 
quite willing to treat him as an occupancy raiyat. In many oases 
after the settlement operations big jotedars possessing two hundred or 
three hundred^ bighas of land have been treated as tenure-holders and 
enhancement suits were instituted, but by amicable arrangement the 
xemindar has consented to treat them as occupancy raiyats and hae 
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g4|fil up the right of high assessment or enhancement. So, I think 
th^ matter should be enquired into, and as the Settlement Department 
is generally conducted under Government uultnictions, instructions 
shouid be issued to treat such holdings as occupancy holdings. In 
this connection I may mention another fact. Every tank and paHi 
land have been treated as holdings and assessed. In many cases tanks 
are used by tenants for taking water and generally no rents are taken 
for that. But now if the Settlement Department thinks that tanks 
have an assessable value, the zemindar will be bound to realise some** 
thing on account of the use of the water of the tank; if the patit land 
is used, in, that case the zemaindar will be bound to realise something 
fdso. So, there is that difficulty, and I think Government should take 
special care in issuing instructions to the Settlement Department to 
ensure that the thing is done properly and the raiyat is not harassed 
unnecessarily. 


The Hon^ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, the amend- 
ment of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque has four points, viz., 
the working of the Cess Act, the present method of valuation, enquiry 
into the incidence of cess taxation and a request for revision of the 
Cess Act. I take it that the third and fourth points ore really a 
suggestion for the amendment of the Cess Act, and the first a||d second 
points refer to the working of the existing Act. Sir, the question 
was discussed fairly fully last year at budget time on cuts pioi)osed 
by Babu Jogendra Chandra Moitra and liai Bahadur Satyendra Nath 
Roy Choudhuri and my views I tried to explain fully on that occasion, 
but as there are many new members, I would like to explain my view# 
( nee more. 

As regards the question of the amendment of the Cess Act, I 
entirely agree with Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque that it is very desirable 
that we should enquire into the working of the Cess Act with a view 
to amending it. The Cess Act was passed originally in 1871 ; it was 
amended in 1881. Either in 1871 or in 1881 there was no record-of- 
rigbt^ and Government was not in possession of materials appertaining 
to the interior of a district. Therefore, Government was reduce«l to the 
position of having some method of assessing cesses and the only 
method available* was assessment on rentals. Now that we have 
reoords-of-rights in 17 districts, and as the records-of-rights in the 
remaining districts are going to be completed so* n. materials will be 
availaUe for adjustment of the incidence of taxation. But in ibis 
connection I would remind the House of one thing. I am sure all 
elected representatives of this House will agree with me — at any rate 
those i<^o are not blind with self-interest, be they landlor^^ ot 
Wiiyata' representatives — ^that the future of the province depends 
largely on the proper working of the district boards and village union 
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howpda* H you want to work properly the distriot and union boarda, 
^ou cannot do bo unless you have sufficient money for improvement 
of education, health, agriculture and various other activities of life. 
Therefore, 1 do not for a moment desire to hold out the hope that as 
a result of the re-enactment of the Cess Act the total assets of the 
district boards should be reduced; indeed they should not only be 
not reduced but considerably increased, but I do say this that it may 
be possible by a more equitable adjustment to get more money for 
the distriot boards and to remove injustice, and injustice undoubtedly 
there is, because the Act was framed in a time when our knowledge 
was limited. Now, Sir, since we discussed the question last, we in 
the Revenue Department tried to examine this question and found 
that the question was full of intricacies. Each district has seporate 
problems of its own and we found that it was necessary to examine 
the problems very very carefully. With that object in view I have 
obtained, with the approval of Government as a whole, the services of 
a special officer to examine such materials as are available, and with- 
out examining them it is not possible for me, far less for Government, 
to come to any definite decision. After that examination is com- 
pleted — and I hopel that examination will not take a long time, per- 
haps three or four months would suffice, because we have materials 
in the record-of-rights and cess revaluation offices — the question will 
have toibe considered by Government, and after such consideration 
by Government the results will be placed either before the Land 
Revenue Standing Committee or a small representative committee of 
this House, because the question of the amendment of the Cess Act 
is of such importance that I and the Members of the Government would 
feel their responsibility much lightened if we can share it with some 
representatives of the people. 

6 p.m. 

That is so fai’ as the propK>sal of the amendment of the Cess Act in 
concerned. Aiiout the injustice of the working of the Act 1 would 
like to point out that so long as the Act is there it haa to be adminis- 
tmd as we find it, but if there is any injustice on a large scale duo 
to misapplication of statutory powers 1 am quite prepared to 
examine it. But as regards individual injustice the Act and the rulee 
provide a machinery. 1 am free to admit, however, that that 
machinery is seldom availed of. 1 find that in spite of the eloquence 
of Khan Bahadur Axisul Haque about the disastrous state of affairs in 
the district of Nadia regarding revision of cess assessment that only 441 
objections were preferred. There must have been many thousands of 
perscms affected but only 441 persons objected, but if the iate*-payur 
will not take care of himself with regard to individual injuatioe, 
ornment cannot, by a circular order, remedy the injustice. But it 
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be any injustice on a lar^ scale it is the biisiness ef Govern- 
nieiit to examine it and the Government in the Bevenne Department 
4jd examine with reference to one district, about which there was a 
;gbod deal of criticism and about which there might have been some 
injustice. Government also examined the position with regard to an 
important aspect of the question arising out of the aetoessment of 
oess on bargadars. By last year’s amendment of the Bengal Tenancy 
'Act the question of the status of the bergadar has, to sdSne extent, 
been set at rest, though not to the extent that some may imagine. At 
any rate we have got a definite statutory definition as to what a har- 
:gadar is or is not. But the real diflicnlty, if properly analysed, lies 
•on the definition of **annual value.” Under section 4 of the Cess Act 
the expression ^annual value” has been defined in this way;-— 


’Annual value of any land, estate or tenure,’ means the total 

rent which is payable, or if no rent is actually payable, would 

on a reasonable assessment be payable, during the year by all the 
cultivating raiyats of such land, estate or tenure, or by other persons 
in the actual use and occupation thereof.” 

Therefore where rent is actually payable — ^injustice or no injustice— 
the cess valuation officer is lound to value on that rent. Now let me 
apply this test in the case of a bargadar. The bargadar may be a 
tenant or a laWurer. Where the bargadar is a tenant then what is 
bis rent. His rent is in many cases half share of the profits. Section 
4 provides its own explanation. Lower down in that section there is 
fhis explanation : — 

‘’When rent is payable in kind, tbe money value thereof shall, 
for the purpose of this Act, be taken to be the annual value of the 
landlord’s share of the crop calculated on an average of the three 
years next preceding any valuation or revaluation under this Act.” 
Therefore when the bargadar is a tenant, the explanation gives clear 
•direction as to method of valuation but difficultiea constantly arise 
with reference to the question of status of the bargadar, namely, 
whether he is a tenant or a labourer. The cess revaluation officer per- 
baps says that the bargadar is a tenant, the cultivating roiyat, who is 
immediately above him, would like to say that the bargadar is not a 
tenant but a labourer. I admit that in some settlement proceedings 
particularly in the settlement proceedings of Pabna, in ccdumn 23, no 
•definite record was made in many cases as required by sectibn 102 
ef the Bengal Tenancy Act. The proceedings merely mention ’‘bar- 
gadar.” We have issued instructions that in future the provisions 
of section 102 of the Bengal Tenancy Act should be respected and that 
•^iher a man skouU be recorded as a tenant, i.e., an occupancy raiyai 
or undcu^raiyat or if he is merely a labourer then he should not bo 
xeeorded as a tenant. That would solve some of the difiioutiies. 
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Then there is another class of difficulty which will be eliminated 
by the instructions which have been recently issued arising out oi 
certain representations on Pabna revaluation and the Bogra revalua- 
tion. I will only place before the House certain portions of the orders 
of Government in the Revenue Department — where the bargadar has 
been recorded as a tenant he should be treated as a tenant under sec- 
tion 4 of the Cess Act, and the explanation of the dehnition of the 
cultivating raiyat will apply to his case. Secondly where the bargadar 
has not been recorded as a tenant he should be treated as a mere 
labourer. Where the person whose land he cultivates is a cess occu- 
pancy holder, a reasonable assessment should be made on that basis 
and that in arriving at a reasonable assessmmit some suitable percent- 
age should be allowed. 1 may mention here that a reasonable percent- 
age was allowed by the revaluation officer in certain districts. In 
other districts we find that the same percentage was not allowed. The 
Board of Revenue is at present enquiring into what should be a reason- 
able percentage. It has addressed the Commissioners and the Collec- 
tors and the matter is still under consideration so that as regards the 
case where the bargadar is a labourer his landlord is likely to get some 
relief after the enquiry of the Board is completed. As regards the 
case where the bargadar is a tenant section 4 is conclusive. We have 
no option in the matter and the statutory law must be followed. As 
regards the case where the bargadar is a labourer the interest of 
just above his — that is the last link in the chain — is not to be treated as 
cess tenure-holder. This is another relief which follows from this 
interpretation. The last man in the chain will not be a cess tenure- 
holder unless he has a tenant under him. If the bargadar is only a 
labourer than the man whose land he cultivates would in moat cases be 
a raiyat or an under-raiyat and his assessment will be on the rent actu- 
cJly paid by him. As regards the other question, namely, payment 'of 
increased cesses, I know it is very hard for anybody to pay tax. Those 
who pay income-tax do not like to pay it. Similarly, landlords have 
ie pay cesses whether they like it or not. After each record-of-righte 
it is found 4lMit th,ew axe a variety of reasons why the cess can "be 
rightly and legitimately increased. Last year 1 placed those reasons 
before the House and I think it will not be out of place to repeat them 
here; — 

(1) Increase of rent obtained by landlords after proceedings under 

section 105 of the Bengal Tenancy Act ; 

(2) Reclamation of waste lands and char lands where there am 

nvers ; 

‘ ' ’‘it 

' *■ 

(3) Formation of new diara and formation of ehafa; 

(4) Niskhar lands brought to light by record-of-rights ; 
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Valuatioa of land appertaining to tanaia in BOTeral diatricta ; 
and 

(6) Under-statement of areas in previous revaluation vrkioh in- 
creased considerably after settlement. 


Therefore it will be seen that after the reoord-of-rights we must 
expect an increase in the cess assessment and landlords have no legi- 
timate right to complain. 

Now, I would only say a few words with regard to the points raised 
by the Baja of Nashipur. 


Khan Bafiailur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I interrupt the 
Hon’ble Member for a moment? He has not replied to my main pointy 
vis., that by the operation of the Cess Act a raiyat who is a raiyat for 
all practical purposes becomes a cess tenure-holder the moment he leta 
out an infinitesimal part of his land. 


The Hon’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: My friend 
was not here all the time when I was speaking or he would not have* 
put this question. Under the present Cess Act as soon as a raiyat 
imderlets a portion of his holding the under-lessee becomes the pri- 
mary tenant and the man above him a landlord even though he is an- 
occupancy raiyat under the Bengal Tenancy Act. That is a point 
which emerges from different provisions in different places of the 
Act and the statutory law. The Khan Bahadur and others were press- 
ing for a lower assessment on the poorer cess landlords and yet I find 
in an answer to a question to-day that both Khan Bahadur Aziaul 
Htu|ue and Maulvi Tamieudding Khan agreed in the Primary Educa- 
tion Committee to the pioportionate share of 2 pice end 3 pice between 
the landlord and the tenant. Under the present Cess Act if an occu- 
pancy raiyat holds, say, 10 bighas of land and lets out, say, 10 oottaha 
he becomes a cess tenure-holder with regard to the 10 cottahs at any 
I’ate although under the Bengal Tenancy Act he is not a tenure-holder 
but a raiyat. (Khan Bahadur Maulvi kzizvh Haqite : By a note in the 
Act). I do not quite agree with tliat. So far as my interpretation goes 
it is by the Act itself. This interpretation has been accepted lor the 
last 50 years and must be presumed to be the correct interpretation.. 
If aiy hoa’lde friend has any doubt on the point he can have it testedi 
in a court of law. (Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizitl Haque: Yes, the 
decision will be given after 20 years). It may not be 20 years but if 
that is so I think we, lawyers are also responsible for law’s delay. At 
any rate I want to make it clear that according to my reading of the Cesa 
Act, if 'an occupancy raiyat lets out a porUon of his land to an under- 
nnyat he becomes a cess tenure-holder. The whole scheme of the Cesa 
Act Is Hiat and this has been the interpretation since 1B71. 
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1 n&w come to the points raised by my Mend Beja tsi Na^hipiir. 
I have already dealt with the point about alleged arbitrary decision. 
About the question of cultivating raiyat and bargadar the i^ef asked 
:for will depend on the advice of the Board of Revenue so that one uni- 
ionn policy may, if possible, be followed in all districts. At any 
xate my interpretation last year regarding “bargadar,'* ought to 
give some relief where relief is justly due. 


■5-15 p.m. 

I have before me a copy of the proceedings of last year. The 
•assurance that I gave has nothing to do with the province as a whole ; 
it was limited to the district ol Pabna and Pabna alone; and that again 
was limited as to cases to which attention of the department might be 
drawn. I have already explained to the House I have acted on the 
•assurance that I gave there as my further attention was not drawn to 
other Pabna cases specifically I did not deal with Pabna cases specially. 

Then the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur said that in many portions of a 
•district there are no roads at all. Surely my esteemed friend the 
Baja Bahadur with his knowledge of local self-go^vernment, being 
himself a member of a district board and an ex-Minister, he knows 
that this is a matter for the district board. It is the business of Gov- 
ernment to realise the cesses and to hand them over to the district 
boards and then it is the business of the elected representatives of the 
people in the district boards to see that these cesses are fairly dis- 
tributed. If one portion of a district is neglected and another portion 
is not, then the Revenue Department certainly is not responsible. 

About the collection charges, he said : why should Government levy 
-a collection charge. There is a statutory provision in the Act under 
^sections 91 and 106 and the rules framed thereunder (the Raja Bahadur 
•can find this out from Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azirul Haque who kindly 
•drew my attention to those rules) by which this can be levied and if 
the Raja Bukadur will kindly study the proceedings more closely of 
1871 he will find that it is not correct to say that the samindars do not 
:get anything as collection chargee. Be that as it may, there is a 
statutory provision about the collection charge and the district boards 
are bound by the Act. I hope that mainly on my assurance that we 
nre deeply engaged on the question of amending the Gees Act on a 
(broad basis my hon’ble friends wiU not press thmr motions. Assume 
ing that Khan Bahadur Asisul Haque' s motion is carried, ass^iming 
iihat what ke desires is a small amending section by which his doul^ 
•can be removed, will it not be better if the numemtis pointa men- 
^oned by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asisal Haque and others are taloen 
up at the same time? Therefore, as this is a question ol the utmost 
importance and as — again repeat^that pomi has not etoaped the 
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attiefttioxi ol Qor&mmmi and we are enquiring into the matter and a 
apj^mal oficer will take up the examination of the question I hope 
within a month, I trust my friends will not prese thmr motions. 

lEhmw is one more point that has not been touched upon and that is : 
why should we not appoint a oommitteeP I can assure my friends 
and other members of this House that if we appoint a committee at 
this stage it will not be able to get proper and sufficient materials to 
come to a right decision. I have already assured the House that 
when our materials are ready we may either appoint a committee or at 
any rate consult the Land Revenue standing committee. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIlUL HAQUE: Will you publish the 
report of the special officer? 

The Hon'blo Sir FROVASH OHUNDER MITTER: 1 cannot say 
that in advance. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEt As the Hon’ble Membur 

has appealed to me to withdraw luy motion may 1 put a (juestion as 
to whether it is the intention of Government to publish the report. 

The Hon’bie Sir PROVASH CHUNBER MITTERs The answer 
is that the enquiring officer has not yet begun bis work and I cannot 
give the assurance in advance. Ordinarily it is not the practice to 
publish these departmental reports but before legislation is actually 
undertaken the public has to be taken into confidence. If the Kban 
Bahadur wants an unequivocal answer from me to-day my answer is 
we do not propose to publish the report but I can tell him that Gov- 
ernment will not do anything without giving to the House the relevant 
materials. 

KIuhi Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE S In view of the assurance 

given that a committee may be appointed a result ol an enquiry by 
a special officer and that Government have just now entered upon the 
softening process of taking the public into their confidence, I am ready 
to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mauivi Asissul Haque was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, ^ NaMilpurt 

On the assurance given by the Hon’ble Member in charge that steps 
will he taken at an early date to appoint an enquiring officer to go into 
this qun^ion 1. beg leave of the House to withdraw my miiiion. 
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The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following^ motions were called but not moved ; — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: ^*That the demand of 
Bs, 16,32,000 under the head *6B. — ^Management of Government Estatei* 
be reduced by Rs, 100 (for not taking steps for the appointment of a 
sufficient number of Moslem officers as khas mahal officers, khas tahsil- 
dars, managers and assistant managers in Government estates and estates 
under Court of Wards).’* 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs ‘‘That the demand of Bs. 16,32,000 
under the head ‘6B. — Management of Government Estates’ be reduced 
by Bs. 100 (to draw attention to the grievances of the Muslim com-' 
munity in the matter of recruiting tahsildars and clerks for khas 
mahals).” 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDOIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 94,000 under the head “5. — ^Land Revenue” be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that the Resolution No. A 31, 
dated the 15th July, 1920, Government of India, Department of 
Industries and Munition, has not been given effect in the Reproduc- 
tion Section of the Bengal Drawing Office). 

Sir, the object of my motion is to draw attention to the fact that 
Resolution No. A 31, dated the 15th July, 1920, of the Government of 
India, Department of Industries and Munition, which granted some 
privileges to the employees of the Government presses was given effect 
to by the Finance Department of the Government of Bengal in the 
presses under its control. But the Revenue Department have not seen 
their way up till now to give effect to the aforesaid resolution, in the 
Reproduction Section of the Bengal Drawing Office. Sir, the employees 
of the Reproduction Section of the Bengal Drawing Office are no Isss 
quaiiffed than their fellow brothers of the other Government presses. 
They are ew^imsted with the far more responsible work than their 
brother officers in other Government presses. Provincial maps, thana 
maps in colours, district maps in colours, cadastral maps and other mis- 
cellaneous maps and plans are printed in this section, the Helio work 
and the new power process are also being efficiently done in this section. 
But the gradations and increment of salaries allowed to the employees 
of the Reproduction Section of the Bengal Drawing Office are abnormally 
low. The initial pay and the system of increment allowed to these 
employees are much lower than those allowed to their brother employees 
in other GovernKi^nt presses. The employees of this seotioii aulnnitted 
to Government a copy of proceeding of the extramrdinary General 
Meeting of their branch Association, held at Aiipore on the 13th July, 
1929, putting forth their grievances and praying for immediate 
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But no action has been taken to that elleot by the GoTern- 
up till now. In a crowded meeting of the Press Employees 
of Calcutta, held at Wellington Square, under the auspices of the 
Press Employees Association on Saturday, the 14th December, under 
the presidency of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra, m.l.a., a resolution 
was passed requesting Sir P. C. Mitter, the Hon’ble Member in 
charge (Revenue Department) to see that immediate retrospective 
effect be given to Resolution No. A 31, dated the 16th July, 
1920, of the Government of India, Department of Industries and Muni- 
tion, in the Reproduction Section of the Bengal Drawing Office. But 
the Government seems to have taken no action on that up till now. 
Sir, while two of the presses under the Government of Bengal, vis., the 
Bengal Government Press and the Bengal Forms Department (attached 
to the Presidency Jail Press) have already got benefit of that Resolu- 
tion with retrospective effect, will it be fair that the employees of the 
thiYd press, I mean, the employees of the Reproduction Section of the 
Bengal Drawing Office, who are discharging more responsible work are 
deprived of the same concessions. It will be evident to this House the 
great injury and sufferings of the employees of the Reproduction Section 
from the present grade in the Bengal Government Press in comparison 
with the grade in vogue before the Resolution No. 31-A was given 


effect to. 


The grade in the Bengal Government Press : — 



Before 15th 

After 16th 


July. 1920. 

July, 1920. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Head clerk 

. . 100—160 

260—300 

Overseer 

. . 75—160 

200—300 

Machine Foreman 

50 (fixed) 

160—200 

Clerk 

20-60 

40—202 

Store-keeper 

45--0O 

100—160 

Forme Carrier Cooly 

9—11 

20—30 

Assistant Machine Foreman 

35 (fixed) 

70—98 


While the unfortunate employees of the Reproduction Section are 
rotting on the same grade, the margin being too wide, though the 
nature of work is no less responsible, nay, more responsible is in some 
respects. The difference will at once be striking if I give this House 
an idea of the present scale of pay of the Reproduction Section. 

Head Clerk (in the despatching section) Rs. 2S— 80, 

Fruiting Supervisor (corresponding to Overseer of Bengal Govern^ 

ment Press) Rs. 42—110. 

Head Machine Foreman Rs. 36—70. 
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{in despatching section) Es. 25—^. 

' Forme Carrier Cooly Rs. 14 — 15 — 30. 

Store-keeper Rs. 26 — 60. 

Assistant Printer (corresponding to the Assistant Machine Fom* 
man, Bengal Government Press) Rs. 16 — 46. 

Now, I appeal to this House, and also to the Government, to 
sympathetically consider the pitiable condition of these poor employees 
of the Reproduction Section of the Bengal Drawing Office who are 
losing their just dues and privileges. 

The Hon’Ma Sir PR0VA8H OHUNDER MITTER: The representa^. 
tion made to Government as well as the point invidved in this budget 
cut is a very eloquent testimony to what will happen when politicians 
dabble in labour movements. A letter, dated the 17th December, 1929, 
was addressed to me and in that letter it was stated that the meeting 
resented the action of the Government of Bengal in the Revenue 
Department in not giving effect to Resolution No. A 31, dated the 16th 
July, 1920, Government of India, Department of Industries and Muni- 
tion, and requested Sir P. C. Mitter to give immediate retrospective 
effect to the resolution in connection with the Reproduction Section of 
the Bengal Drawing Office. This meeting was presided over by a well- 
known political gentleman, Babu Satyendra Chandra Mitra, m.l.a. 

The present amendment is practically a reproduction of that but it 
id not correct to say that we did not enquire into the matter or that we 
sat tight over it. The matter related primarily to the office of the 
Director of Ijand Records, and the Director did inquire into the 
matter. He also tried to get a copy of this resolution of the Govern- 
ment of India of the 16th July, 1920, from the Organizing Secretary. 
Our office note, dated the 1st February, 1930, says : — ^“If the Organizing 
Secretary does not tell us what the Government of India resolution is 
about, we can only file this letter.” But we were not satisfied with 
that. Altbimgh the Organizing Secretary failed to produce this resolu- 
tion, on the basis of which the grievance was made and on the basis of 
which this cut has been moved, we tried to get hold of this resolution of 
1920. We pursued the subject further, and in pursuing the matter 
further we not only got hold of the Government of India resoluticm of 
1920, but also found that in 1922 the McAlpin Committee had dealt 
with it. The resolution which forms the beais of this cut and which 
forms the basis of the grievance of the meeting presided over by Babu 
Satyendra Chandra Mitra, was that effect was not given to the 

i*esolution of tbe Government of India of 1920. Now, the case of the 
Reproduction Section of the office of the Director of Land Records waa 
specifically dealt with in the McAlpin Committee's report at pages 89,' 
76, 44, 46 and 46 and effect was given by the Bengid Goverima^ to 
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tli4,l|^iiuneiidation of the Committee by the molutioa of Tidy, 

So,; ®r, if they have any grievance to-day — they may or may not have 
itr-^ can only be over the resolution of the Gk>vemment of Benipal 
baaed on the recommendation of the McAlpin Committee, two yeara 
after the resolution of the Government of India wae . published, I can 
only say that when the happy day comes when our labourers ii^rill be 
able to look after themselves instead of being* i>awns on the political 
chess-board, they will understand the true position and then they would 
not forget a matter vitally affecting the interest of this particular claaa 
like the McAlpin Committee reported, although Babu Satyendra 
Chandra Mitra, m.l.a., Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhury, and Maulvi Syed 
Jalaluddin Hashemy, with their other preoccupations, may forget that,, 
subsequent to 1920, there was a committee and a Government resolution 
by which relief was given. 


Therefore, Sir, I submit to this House that on the face of this 
resolution of the Government of Bengal no cut should be allowed, and 
I would tell Maulvi Sye<i Jalaluddin Hashemy that if the labourera 
have any genuine grievance with regard to this matter, the heat way 
would be to approach the Director of Tjand Records and point out to 
him what the grievance is. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy was then put and 
lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I projinse to have one discussion on items Id 
and 11. 


Klum Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUt HAQUE: On a point of order, 
Wr. Proceedings under sections 106 and 106 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act with regard to assessment of fair rent are entirely judicial pro- 
ceedings, and as such cannot come within the purview of the discus- 
sion of this Council. 


Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I submit, Sir, this does not 
affect my motion No. 11. The Khan Bahadur says that the motion 
which stands in the name of the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur deals with 
eases under sections 105 and 106, which are judicial proceedings. My 
motion is altogether different. 


KImh MHMknr Maulvi AZaUI. HAQUE: I am myself doubtful 
about lay fpeud’s motion. He has couched it in a different manner* 
and although he has not referred to judicial jaroceedings under seciidtaa 
105 and 106, it is tantamount to that. Questions of title«of-right 
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whioli are decided by Settlement and Aaaistant Settlement Offioera 
are entirely judicial proceedings, and, as such, tbe Council bae no 
jurisdiction to discuss them. 


Mr* PRESIDENT: 1 think item No. 10 can be moved provided 
the mover thereof does not comment upon any judgment, and if he 
gives this undertaking, he is at liberty to move it. With regard to 
item No. 11, the objection of the Khan Bahadur is untenable. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipuri 

Sir, I give the undertaking required by you and move that the demand of 
Es. 2,27,000 under the head ‘'6C. — Survey and Settlement — Major 
Settlement Operations — Pay of Officers’" be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the arbitrary way of dealing with cases under sections 105 
and 106 of the Bengal Tenancy Act). 

Sir, it is known to the members of this House how settlement cases 
as a whole are tried and disposed of, I mean cases under sections 105 
and 106. These cases are title suits, involving the title-of -rights in 
lands and involving questions of land tenure. These are typical cases, 
involving questions of the most intricate nature of title and tenure, 
and a great deal of brain and labour is required to do justice to them. 
In such cases the parties have the option either to go to the civil 
court or to the settlement officer or assistant settlement officer to find 
relief. We find that whenever a party goes to the civil court, the 
judicial authority takes about a couple of days to decide each case, 
whereas if tried by the revenue officer of the Settlement Department, 
these cases are actually disposed of in hundreds each day. I appeal 
to the Hon’ble Member to see that these cases are not disposed of in 
such a hurried manner at the cost of real justice. 

Mfi BNOY PRABAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 22,47,000 under the head “50. — Survey and Settle- 
ment” be Y^uced by Rs, 100 (to criticise the survey and settlement 
policy of Government and the unsatisfactory manner in which the 
questions of title-of-right in holdings are being decided by the Settle- 
ment and Assistant Settlement Officers). 

In doing so I would like to submit that this department of Govern- 
ment is very impartial. This I can freely admit, because the Settle- 
ment Department has got no communal bias, no idass prejudice, and 
its activities affect the Hindus and Muhammadans, the landlords and 
tenants, alike. We hear of the high-handedness of tibe Police Depc^ 
ment, but if sMf one cares to enquire into the high^hande^mss of tibis 
department, I am sure its action will be unanimously oondemned % 
the whole House. Without indulging in any general renmrfcs, I 
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<»ertaia luf^. Tke Survey end SetHement work liae got 
fttagea. In the first year demaroation begiua, and notiee has 
g^||o be served by the Bevenue Department on the landlord that the 
etaff are going to demarcate the boundariea of the moniaa. 
T|ie|e notion are not properly served. 1 suggest that they ou^t to 
served, and 1 think the best way of doing this is to send 
the notices by registered post. In the second year, the work begins 
with traverse and ends with field bujarhat or verification of the 
records and checking of entries therein. No notice is also served 
this year on the tenants or landlords. Suddenly, at the end of October 
or in the beginning of November, the amins, kauungoes, and a hoet 
of them come upon the scene, and the landlords and tenants are quite 
unprepared to receive them. Sir, in this year the trouble begins both 
to the landlord and tenant. The amins and kanungoes are very high- 
handed people: there is no check on them and they have summary 
powers. The kanungoes and assistant settlement officers would 
require the landlord’s men to be with the amins at every village and 
at sheet. When the village is a big one, it is divided into several 
sheets and the amins work on these sheets. The landlords are very 
often fined for not deputing men to help the amins, and this power 
is often abused only to get something out of the tenants as well as 
the landlords, and there is no remedy. If a report is made to the 
assistant settlement officer, he sends it to the very amin or kanungo fpr 
disposal and the position of the complaint party becomes worse. If 
they go to the higher authorities and make <*om plaints to the settle- 
ment ofticer, he in his turn will send them to the assistant settlement 
officer. Even if we move the Director of Tiaiid Records, there is no 
remedy, because these applications are generally sent to the very 
persons against whom the complaints are mode. Sir, the third year 
is the year for hearing of objections under section 103 A. Here, Sir, 
I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member to one point, 
namely to the title of lakhiraj lands. 

b-45 p.m. 

In case of revenue-free lakhirajes there is the tuid^id and the claim- 
ant should prove that it is a lahhiraj. The simple assertion of a 
lakh^j right is accepted to be true and the burden is on the poor 
landlord to show that it is mal land. If the landlord cannot show 
realisation of rent, the presumption is against him and he has got to 
prove that it is a vuil land. This is against all principles of decided 
oiwea. There are cases reported in 40 C.W.N,, and the Privy Oonncil 
decision in 40 Indian appeals. The burden is placed on the landlord 
againat the principles of these decided ca§es. No principle is practi* 
c^y follow^; tlm settlement officers are guided by their whimi. 

oonveyanee to which the landlord is not a party is accepted at a 
W^duitve proof against him. So is the case in interpreting sectiim 
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60; it fett* been loo«ely interpreted. I would like to dtaw tke ntteiif- 
ol tke Hon’He Member to these cai»s of ininstice. 1 cea giVe 
biiw specific cases in which the Revenue ]>Bpartme&t axe Vrorldng 
against the decisions of the law courts. I would reqtiest the Hon’Wte 
Member to go into these questions of the burden of piroof of lakhitaf 
rights very carefully and to see that no injustice is done to any party, 
either to the Ictkhiraj holder or to the zamindar. Tlie question should 
be decided according to the princifdes laid down by the High Court 
or by the Judges of the Privy Council. 

Dr. NARE0H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I sympathise with th^ 
movers of the motions when they complain of high-handedness, from 
whatever quarter it comes. But so far as the grievances with regard 
to the proceedings under sections 105 and 106 are concerned, I beg to 
submit to this House that these are without much foundation; not 
because I am in a position to say from any personal experience that 
the quality of the work done by these officers is of a very high order, 
but from this simple test. No one is under any obligation to 
institute a proceeding under section 105 or section 106. The settle- 
ment operations properly speaking terminate with the final publica- 
tion of the record-of-rights. It is by the voluntary act of the parties 
that the revenue officers are led to exercise jurisdiction under . section 
105 or section 106. Although these things are dealt with in a very 
unsatisfactory’ manner, if facts are as represented by the movers of 
these motions, we find that hundreds and thousands of cases under 
sections 105 and 106 are brought before the revenue officers by the 
voluntary act of the parties. I cannot say therefore that the public 
are dissatisfied with the decisions of the revenue officers. It would 
not be correct to say then that the settlement operations with regard 
to these sections are carried out in any manner by which people get 
leas justice, at any rate, than they get in the civil courts. 


Tlw Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I would first 

of all take uf ibotion of Raja Bahadur of Nashipur. I am afraid my 
friend has moved this under a misapprehension. A mere perusal of 
sections 105 and 106 will convince him that an appeal lies to the 
special judge, and in all cases under section 106 and in some cases 
under section 105 a second appeal lies to the High Court* 
Therefore, the executive Government have no right to interfere wlUt 
the judicial proceedings of courts* Therefore, I ibtil to appreciate Hie 
real motive of this cut. 

With regard to Mr. Singh Boy’s motion, it is roughly divisible 
into three heads. complains of the high-handedimsB the 
ment Department. I am sure Mr. Singh Boy when in a cdol^’ 
mfhnent wiQ be able to appreciate Hiat a general aUegation HkeVthja 



DSMAKBs wmmAwm^ m 

wiefuL If really feel# that dapartaieiit is a very 
Id^lp^aiided one, surely it ought not to be difioult lor him to pick up 
a eases and place them before the Director of Land Records, who 
I dih sure will look into them. I am also sure that if any such case 
m bubught before any settlement officer he will certainly look inte it. 
1 am nlraid it is not possiUe either for me or anybody to help Mr. Singh 
Boy on a general allegation of that nature. 

Then another point raised by Mr. Singh Roy is that the settlement 
officer wants the landlords’ men to attend in different places. Cer- 
tainly if the settlement officer desires to get the thing decided in the 
presence of both parties, he is doing the right thing. It may be diffi- 
cult for the landlord who owns large properties to arrange for Eis men 
to aflend in different places, but how will either the landlord or the 
tenant feel if the settlement officer or his subordinates were to decide 
cases in the absence 6f one of the parties? If we analyse, it domes 
to this that if in a particular portion of the district any difficulty arises, 
the remedy lies with the settlement officer. It is not a matter to 
bring before the Council or the Government. 

Then the third ix)int was about the apjdication of section 60. The 
law is laid down in section 50 on the question of pre-emption. 
Mr. Singh Boy being u lawyer ought to know that there may be different 
interpretations on a question of law and how different judges have 
come to different decisions as to its applicability. Therefore, how 
can this House or Government assist Mr. Singh Boy in regard to 
section 50? 

Now about Jakhirajy that is also a (piestion of law. 1 am not here 
as a lawyer, but if Mr. Singh Boy can place before the IJireotor of 
Land Becords or Government a number of specific cases illustrative 
of wrong application on the question of principle, I shall be very 
pleased to consult the law officers of Government, but I cannot do 
anything on vague assertions. If he can show, for example, that the 
principle laid down in the Privy Council decision referred to by him 
has been departed from, I shall first of all enquire from the Director 
of Laud Becords, and then if desirable, consult the Legal Remem- 
brancer or if need be the Advocate-General. Beyond that 1 cannot do 
anything. 

In the circumstances, I hope the movers of the motions will see 
their way to withdraw the motions. I oppose both the motions. 

Mr. IMOY PRASAD SIIICM ROY: Sir, in view of the assuranM 

giypn by the J|^’ble Member that he would consider the cases, if 
aie placed, W&re him, and consult Hie law offiosrs of Oovemment, 
I mve to withdraw my motaoiL. 
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The motiond standing in the namea ol Baja Bahadur Bhi^andra 
ifarajan Sinha, of Naahipur, and Mr* Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy ipevp 
th^, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. r , 

Klian Bafiadiir Maitivi AZIZUI, HAQUEs I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 46,22,000 under the head ‘*5.— -Land Bevenue** be reduced 
by Bs. 1,000 (to urge that steps should be taken for early reduction of 
landlord’s fee on sale of occupancy tenancies, for the abolition of the 
right of pre-emption, for the early repeal of the present judicial proce- 
dure and for repeal of the enhancement provisions in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act). 

I would be very brief, because the facts are very well known to 
this House, and the matter has been discussed threadbare in all its 
different aspects, but on one point! there has not been any discussion, 
and that is what has been the effect of the landl(u*d’s fee and the pre- 
emption clauses on land transfers in Bengal. Sir, before the bar of 
this House I <iite the Hon’We Member in charge of Finance 
and the Hon’ble Member in charge of Registration and the 
Finance Secretary to tell us what has been the effect of these 
clauses on the Government revenue. It is possibly very safe at this 
stage to state that detailed cases are not fully well known, but those 
who are in contact with the realities of life in the mufassal will bear 
me out that in all the districts the cry has been raised that the number 
of transfers has fallen. The reason is obvious because 20 per cent, 
salami has to be paid actually cash down immediately, and secondly 
purchasers are shy because there is the pre-emption against them. I 
am not sure what are the real facts, but I believe it would be known to 
the Hon’ble the Revenue Member himself as to whether it is a fact 
that in one particular district — think it is Mymensingh — a very 
large number of pre-emption cases have been filed. I am also tcdd 
that there a certain samindar has given a definite order to purchase 
the land whenever there is a sale. 

G p.m. 

I do not know whether it is a fact but I give it for what it is worth. 
All the same I consider that the position is very serious and I would 
ask Government to set the machinery for the modification, of this Act. 
The time! is coming in the near future when, in view of the general 
deterioration of the condition of the soil and for other causes, Chw- 
eniment will have to bring about relief to the agriculturists by a 
modification pf the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

I have got another grievance and that is as regards the judicial 
procedure. Ours^is the only country in which the fight of a teiiiM 
*can be taken away without his being given any’notioe. An 
has just been, cited in which although the landlords’ men are aaid to be 
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ki ailettdML€e in the ofiice &[ the aettkttent officer my gnilant 
Miift, Mr. Bijoy Prasad complained that mo notice is g^ven to tho 
laiplibrd. Tet he supported the lav by which a man who is paraom^ 
dXLf interested in a holding can be sold away without vuj notice. 1 
snlmtit that it is preposterous that tiie statute should contain such 
a pnmsion. It isf only in this country that such a thing is possible. 
These are the things which should be remedied at once. It is 
absolutely essential. And the sooner it is done the better, and if it 
conies later it will come with very great poignancy, but I believa 
that the day is not very far off. 

Maiivi TAMfZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I move that the demand of 
Rs. 46,22,000 under the head “5. — Land Revenue*' be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to criticise the manner in which the Bengal Tenancy Amend- 
ment Act is being worked, particularly with reference to the rules 
regarding costs of transmission of landlord's fee, etc.) 

Sir, my object is to refer particularly to the rules regarding the 
cost of transmission of landlord’s fee. Although it is apparent that 
the tenants are hard hit by the very provisions of the amending Act 
itself, we see that those provisions are rendered all the more stringt^nt 
by the rules which have been promulgated by Government under the 
Act. Exorbitant fees have been levied as the cost of transmission of 
landlord’s fee from the purchasers of occupancy holdings and the 
result is that there is now a dearth of purchasers. We find in the 
current year’s budget that there is a falling off in receipts under the 
heads ‘‘Stamp and Registration.” That shows that transfer of 
occupancy holdings has become very unpopular and the levy of 
exorbitant fees as costs of transmission has much aggravated the 
situation. In view' of this I think Govemnxent should reviee Hte 
rules and reduce the cost of transmission immediately so that the hard- 
ship which is now experienced by purchasers of ocjcupancy holdings may 
be removed to a certain extent. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I also move that the demand of 
Rs. 46,22,000 under the head ‘‘6. — Ijand Revenue” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to criticise the attitude of Government in respect of the pro- 
visions regarding landlord’s fee and pre-emption in the Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Act resulting in the disc-ouragement of free transfer of 
oocupancy holdings and in a substantial fall of revenue under ‘‘Stamps 
and Registration”). 

Sir, every one knowrs how the Bengal Tenancy Amending Act was 
carried in this House in the teeth of opposition of those who uph^d the 
eanse of tenants on that occasion. It was pointed out boW the provi- 
sions of the amending Bill if pawned into law would senously affect the 
rights of tenants and also would make the transfer of occupancy hoM- 
hiigs unpopular and would reduce the bulk o^ the revenue which would 
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Im diwMtiDtu t» ilie finsnoee of th« province, li u not 
to«day to «liow how the raiyats have been affected by the paesing' at 
the Act beeauee that has been discussed threadbare on oooasionai 
snore than one. The order has been reversed and the sciences ails 
removed from their proper place. I would, now, only refer to the 
Financial aspect of the question. Government poses to be the friend 
of the poor. They say that they always extend a helping hand to 
the poor and the miserable raiyats of the ]>ro>vince whenever occasioDi 
arises. 1 would now concede all that the Government claims to be. 
My question now is whether it is not the primary duty of Government to 
look to the finances of the province. The finances of Bengal are not 
at all sound as every one knows and no one knows it better than Gov- 
ernment itself. But in spite of this Government put in a provision 
for landlord’s fee and pre-emption, in the Act and as a result, Govemn 
ment has lost this year a large sum of money as much as Rs. 27 lakhs 
under the head ‘SStamp and Registration.” On account of those 
pm\i8ionH in the A<‘t the transfer of occupancy holdings has become 
very unpopular. People are very cautious about it and people are 
resorting to the procedure of leasing out their holdings instead of 
transferring it by sale. In that way they are avoiding the obnoxious 
provisions of pre-emption and landlord’s fee in the Act. Therefore, 
my submission is that the Government by passing the Act has lost in 
the course of a single year a big sum of Rs. 27 lakhs. The amount 
may go on increasing from year to year. I say the* Government is 
responsible for this loss of revenue. It can also be said that Govern- 
ment which is the custodian of the finances of the province has caused 
a loss to the province to the extent of Rs. 27 lakhs for which Govern- 
ment richly deserves to be censured by this Hoiise. 

Mttlivi SYEH MAiilD BAK8H: Sir, I shall not be sounding a 
new note in this House. The main object of amending the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, we were told, was to give the tenants a right of transfer 
of their holdings — a power which they had not before. But in giving 
him this right Government introduced a provision which stands to be 
oondemned*-m ^an the right of pre-emption and landlord’s fee. This 
was a contradiction to the right of tenants, and it was as unreason- 
able as it was preposterous. You give them the right of transfer and 
at the same time you provide for the pre-emption. Previously if the 
tenant transfeired a major portion of his occupancy right 
keeping a small portion to himself the landlord had no right 
of ^e-entl:y^ This was the state of law but how havo you improved 
it. You have compelled the purchaser or the seller to pay down no 
less than oiie^fth of the sale receipts to the landlord. You have given 
something to the l^dlord for which he has never bargained for* The 
raiyat does not to part with his land upon which he soMjr 

depends unless he is compelled to <k) so, unless he is in very gxeah niieA 
of money and you are taking away one«fifth of his sale receipts lei 
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it to the huidlord lar nothiiig* It ie e orui^ and keertlesii pm* 
Exyw heartless it was for those who came ihN*wanl with su^ a 
pij^ljHitioii. What heartless people are those who are »ot moved hy 
tbf faisery of those who are oompelled to sell their leads. Sir, this 
qaei^mi has been discussed and discussed threadbare. We have been 
told that after waiting for a year if we see that the operation of the 
Act is not very fruitful there would be a fresh amending Act. 


6-16 p.m. 

We do not know for how lon^ they will see the immediate effect 
of it ; we have seen enough of the iniquity of the Act ; indeed the child 
was bora with the symptom of death on its face. 

There has been a loss of revenue to the extent of Rs. 67 lakhs and 
half the tenants will be starved to-- death before Government can' take 
up legislation. I appeal to them to consider this point and introduce 
legislation as siM*edily as possible to annul and abolish these iniquitous 
systems as pre-emption and landlords’ fee. 

The Hoffi’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: I am glad that 
my friends have given me an opportunity to explain that their supposed 
fear is not well-founded. In the first place I would draw the attention 
of my friends to what my hon’ble friend the Finance Member said, 
o.g., ‘Hhe position is being carefully watched by the revenue authorities 
who administer the Act.” I will now draw your attention to certain 
figures showing the effect of last year’s transactions. I find that in 
registration under sections 12 and 18 of the Bengal Tenancy Act (it 
had nothing to do with section 26) the figures from April to Decjember 
1928, are 76,397 and the figures for April to December 1929, are 66,626, 
that is to say there has been a decrease of 9,771. These cases had 
nothing to do with section 26. Then as regards mortgages for the 
similar period the figure of 1928, was 4,76,503 and that of 1929, 
3,29,831, so there was a decrease of 1,46,602. This again has nothing 
to do with landlords’ fee in section 26 but it has something to do with 
the limitation of the right of usufructuary' mortgage. Then I will 
refer to the figure about leases other than those under section 48H. 
48H is a section under which a salami has to be paid. The figures 
are 2,91, 1 j& 9 for 1928, and 2,47,939 for 1929. So here again there has 
been a fall of 43,1!^. Speaking generally, in transactions other thai^ 
those affected by section 26 the fall is roughly about 20 per cent. The 
fidl &L stamp revenue is not Rs. 27 lakhs but as explained by the 
Mon’hle Mr. Marr, about Rs. 12 lakhs out of about Rs. 70 lakhs. Here 
the figures ahont general depression account for a good deal. In 
•ooart feee, however, there has been an increase of Be. 15 lakhs. The 
igme m 1928, was 15,12,000, and for 19291 16,62,000, but Oie w¥l# 
this enaoi ol Re. 15 lakhs is not certainly due to the Bengal Tenancy 
Aisi and the result of all these transaciitnis is that it is dil|pitl4 
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y«ti to «oai« to a defiiute conclusum but we are f<dlowing> these figons 
■rory dosely and watcWngr if there is any finaneial km. So» *»r « W* 
caa gather within our limited experience the loss is largely dnj» ’M" 
oadses other- than section 26 but if it be due to sectirm 26 wo shall 
certainly look into it; the indications, however, are on the other way. 

One point, that is the cost of transmission, has been mentioned by 
Manlvi Tamisuddin Khan and I should like to explain it in a very 
few words. Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan has drawn an inference from 
the fact that the estimated receipt was Rs. 16 lakhs but the actuafe 
were very much less, therefore there was a loss. As the Hon’ble 
Mr. Marr has Mid and I said on another occasion it was purely guess 
work because in the Registration De^iaitment there was no separate 
figure for sale of occupancy holdings. We find, however, that there 
IS a relation both between the fall in the receipt and expenditure. The 
total receipt was Rs. 4 lakhs and the total expenditure was between 
Rs. 3 and Rs. 4 lakhs, so the percentage of calculation is perfectly 
right, the original estimate being Rs. 16 lakhs on receipt side and 
Rs. 16 J lakhs on expenditure side. 

There am other poiiits but I do not think I can go into them as 
all those points were entered into recently but let me assure the House 
that we ar© watching the position very carefully. 

A point was raised by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque that ia 
Mymensingh there were too many cases. From the figures I find that 
that is not so. 

The motion, of Khan Bahadur Maulvii Azizul Haque was then put 
and a division asked for, but at this stage the Hon^ble the President 
adjouroed the Council for 10( minutes for i)rayer and announced that 
the division would be taken after adjournment and that the guillotinf^ 
would fall at 6-35 p.m. 

[After the adjournment.] 

A division was taken, with the following result: 


‘ n 

aiwiMi, MaiiiYi tiMiiwiNMia 
All, Mamvi Hmmii. 

Mum Maaivi fyM 
M» Mr. tarat Oliamira. 
Murji, Mr. IP. 

■araMt Mai taaia MamMiaii. 


AYES. 

Naqat, Kaii laNlaM. 

Hataim Mawab MaMUNraf, Kliaa 
HoMalm Maaivt MaMiaaatf. 

Maq. Kbaa talilb MaaM MM. 
Naq, Mr. A. K. Pail.al. 

ICaria^ Maaivi AMal. 


•aea Mr. NarwiAra Kaiaar. 

OMaiMmari, tCMaa Maliaiar Maatvi Aliaiat- 


MMlNiry, 


r» MaaM 
h MauM 


Maral Abiar. 


Kbaii, Kbaa tabib Maaivi ■ 
Kbaa, Maaivi TbailiaMia. 

Lai M ub a a a a M , Ma|L 
MvMiMriM, Mr. tyaatapraabA. 


Mr. A. r. M^ Abiap*^ 


Habh a , Maaivi AbM. 
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MM 4atfii«r« Natfc. 


«r. A. 

MM KtahMi Mtiuui. 
Or. ClMuMnu 


lMMf« Om NmiM Mr* A« II* 


NBgi Rmrtni O. A. 

W MHU ii i tii, M NmiM Mr* RInmIiu 
M r. L. O. 

W. D. M 


OMmii, Mr. 0. 4. 

DM, Mr. a a 

Oat, Oibii tatytnira Kumar. 

Oat, Rai Mtadar KamiiU Kuaiar. 
oatA, Mr. A. 4. 

DMtt, lial laiuuliir Or. Harlihan. 
lataan, Mr. 0. A. 

rartMii, Hit Hta'Mt Klian Baliadur 
K. Q. M. 

Oangali. Ral tahib iatli Kamar. 

Hr^ M. C. 

Obumavi, tlw Haa*blt AlhadJ Sir Abdti* 
htriak 

Oataba, fiaf iabadar badridat. 

Oaba, Oabu artfaHa Kaaiar. 

Oaba, Mr. P, N. 

Oartitr, Mr. 0. W. 

Nabiballab, Nawab Kbwafa. 

HtRM Mr. Q. a. 

Nattala, Maalvl Latafat 
Matalft, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tbt Han*blt Mr. A. 

Mitra, Oaba tarat Cbaadra. 


Ray, MM Kbatttr Mabaa. 

Ray, tbt Haa*blt Kaaiar Milb ibtbliar* 

Ray Obaadbari, Mr. K. 0. 

Ray Obawdbury, Raba Satltb Obaadra. 

Ray, MM tatytadra NaOi. 

Ray, Mabaraja 4asadltb Natb, aff Dlaajpiir*^ 
Ray, Mr. Rijay Rratad Rbifb, 

Ray, Mr. talltawar tiaRb. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kaaiar. 

Ray Cbaadhari, Raba Ntai Obaadra. 
Rbtbfartb, Mr. F. V. 

•arbar, tir dadaaatb. 
tarbar, Ral tablb Rabat! Mabaa. 
tblaaar, Mr. t. A. 

tiaba. Raja Rabadar RKuptadra NarayaRi, 
af Natbiaar. 
ttaplataa, Mr. N. 1. 
ttata, Lt.*Oal. H. R. 

•tavaat, Mr. H. t. I. 

Twyaam, Mr. H. 4* 

Wardawartb, Mr* W. 0. 


The Ayes being 35 and the Noes 60 the motion was lost. 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

**That the demand of Rs. 46,22,000 under the head ‘6. — Land 
Revenue’ be reduced by Us. 100 (to criticise the manner in which tho 
Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act is being worked, particularly with 
reference to the rules regarding costs of transmission of landlord’^ 
fee, etc.).” 

*'That the demand of Rs. 46,22,000 under the head ‘5. — Land' 
Revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the attitude of the* 
Government in respect of the provisions regarding landlord's fee and 
pre-emption in the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act resulting in the 
discouragement of free transfer of occupancy holdings and in a 
substantial fall of revenue under 'Stamps and registration’).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 46,22,000 be granted for expendi^ 
tore under the head ”5. — ^Land Revenue” was then put and agreed to^ 

The time-limit under the head ”6. — Land Revenue” having been 
reached the following motions were not put: — 

mu K, C. RAY CMAUDHURI ml MlHfivi SYED JALALUDOIIf 
MAtHtilYt ^'Thai the demand of Rs. 46,^,000 under the h^ 
^b.^-dband Revenue* be reduced by Be. 1 (to discuss the remunerattoib 
nl the poor settlement press workers).” 
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UmM tHAMiUDDIN A|iM«Ds That the demand of 
16*1^000 under the head ‘5.— Land BeTenim* be x^dimed hy Bot 1 . 
{to raise a disoussion about BeTenue policy and also question el 
inaiifflciency of grant).'' 


Manlvi A8HRAFUDOIN GHAUDHURI; That fhe demand of 
Es. 46,22,000 under the head ‘6. — Land Eevenue' be reduced by Re. 1. 
{Paucity of Mussalman o£&cers under the Court of Wards and also under 
the Land Revenue Administration.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, I have received an 
application signed by some members of this House to the eSect that 
the Council should not sit to-morrow on account of the Calcutta Muni- 
mpal elections. I naturally wanted to know what the Leader of the 
House thought of it. He informs me that he has no objection to a 
reduction in the number of days allotted for the discusaion of demanda 
ior grants from 12 to 11, if the Legislative Council so desire and his 
Excellency so orders. Is it the pleasure of the House not to ait 
io-morrow? 


Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 do not think that we 
should agree to this. The business of the House is more important 
than voting at the election. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then the application falls to the giound. 


6.— EXCISE. 

Tht Hon’Me Kimwr SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY; Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
fi sum of Rs. 22,17,000 be granted for expenses under the major head 
*^'6, — ^Excise,’' 

In this connection, I would like to explain the present excise 
policy of the Government. It aims at a gradual eradication of the 
drug habit evil from Bengal. In pursuance of this policy, we have, 
during the last few years, adopted several deterrent measures some 
of which may be mentioned here, via. : — 

(1) lievy of gradually increasing rates of taxation. 

(2) Gradual reduction in the number of {daces of retail vend. 

(3) Effective control over the manufacture and tfholesale 

(4) Regulation and gradual restriction of hours of sale. 

{5) Suppressioii of illicit traffic as much m poasibifi. 
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to be more spedfio we have Yimd tbe duty ou lere^u liquor 
^ ^ to Be. 1^*14 per L. P. gallon, and that on oonntry 
from Be. 7-6 to Be. 15-1 per L. P. gallon. The Ueenee fee and 
duty on ganja has been increased from Bs. 22-14 to Bs. 77-7 per eeer. 
JMf on opium has been raised from Bs. 48-3 to Bs. 129-12 per seer. 

The number of wine shops from 3,811 in 1912, has been reduced 
to 2,811, and those of ganja and opium have been reduced from 1,422 
and 891 to 1,205 and 853, respectively. 

We have reduced the hours of sale by 42 hours per week. 

We have been able to reduce the consumption of country liquor 
from 8,51,534 L. P. gallons in 1912, to 6,83,804, and the consumption 
of ganja and opium has been reduced from 1,22,810 and 67,820 seers 
to 63,099 and 39,504 seers, respectively. 

The system of settling excise shops by annual auctions has been 
replaced by fixed-fee system, thus removing all chances of pushing 
sale of drugs by the auction bidder. And lastly with a view to secur- 
ing an effective popular control over the number and location of 
liquor and drug shops, orders have been issued quite recently to 
establish licensing boards with a non-official majority in every district 
of Bengal. 

It will be apparent to the members of this Council that every 
endeavour is being made to reduce the consumption of drugs and to 
minimise the temptation of drug-taking. Eradication of the drug evil 
has now become an international question of the first magnitude; and 
the licague of Nations, to which India is a party, has taken up the 
matter in right earnest. The League is gradually introducing world- 
wide restrictions which will ultimately free the world from the drug 
menace. The Government of Bengal have whole-heartedly entered 
into the spirit of this noble movement, and. Sir, I do hope that I have 
the mandate of this House to declare to the world that our excise 
policy is such and that we maintain our preventive staff at such a 
standard of efficiency that no other country would be able to cavil at 
us or suggest that Bengal is lagging behind or failing to play its part 
effectively in the world-wide campaign against the drug evil. 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The following motion was not moved: — 

Ilii lilMidiir iATItH CHANDRA MUKHARdtl ^^That the demand 
of Bs. 4,^ under the head *6A.— Superintendence— Travellingr 
ailowanees* (page 48, Civil Estimate) be reduced by Bs. 2,600/^ 
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tYEO JALALUODiN MAtHBMYl Sir, 1 beg to iBoTe' 
tbbt tile deioAiid of Hs. 90,000 under tbe bead 
inteudence” be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discuseion eu tbe policy 
of Tending shops). 

Personally, I do believe that we cannot bring about any change in 
the excise policy of Government 


The Hon’Me Kumar SHIB SHEKHAREiWAR RAY: Question. 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I am also sure that 
unless this system of Government is thoroughly changed and mended,, 
however hoarse we may cry, however loudly we may speak in thia 
privileged chamber, we cannot bring about any change. Personally I 
am a member of the Prevention League, and as a Mussalman I must 
condemn the policy of excise administration in Bengal. 

As regards vending of shoijs, I must say. Sir, that only the other 
day the people of Kidderpore came to me in a b^y and asked me to 
ameliorate the condition of the people of Kidderpore. I came to learn 
that a shop at Watgunge has been shifted to No. 88, Garden Beach 
Road. I saw all the circulars and instructions and the various press 
communiques issued by Government from time to time, and I also 
saw that in spite of the repeated requests and petitions from the people 
of the locality and many big European companies including the Port 
Commissioners and others, the Commissioner of Excise and the 
Commissioner of Police selected the site. The people also appealed to 
the Hon^le Minister for removing the shop to Watgunge. But in 
spite of these facts the shop is allowed to remain at Gai^en Reach. 
Therefore, I am definite that we cannot do . 


Mf» PRESIDENT: Order, order. As the time is up, I must 
adjourn the House till to-morrow when you may continue your speech. 


Adjourfiiiiaiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 18tb 
March, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



if Um Btngil LtgitMiiri Otmiill iiiwihitd inidir thi 
pmriiiifit ^ thi OonnmmA if IntfUi Aet. 


Council met in the Coimcil Chamber in the Town Hall, Cal« 
<ciittpk, <m Tuesday, the 18th Marrh, 1930, at 3 p.m. 

PriMiit: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chauomcex, 
of Santoeh) in the Chair, the four Hon^ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the three Hon*ble Ministers and 111 nominated and elected 
members. 

Oith or ifllrmition. 

The following member took an oath of his allegiance to the Crown : — 

Babu Nagendra Narayan Ray. 


Starred queetiona 

(to iMhioh oral ansiiira wore giiOfi). 

Difitiiti and dontiitry. 

*77. Mauivi 8HAMSUDOIN AHMEDi (a) Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Deportment be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing the present number of qualified 
And unqualified dentists practising in Bengal? 

(b) What kind of supervision is exercised over them? 

(c) Is there any Dental Registration Act in force in Bengal? 

(d) If the jmswer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be {deased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of taking some measures for safeguarding the public 
from the unqualified and ill-trained dentists? 

(e) Have the Government made any provision for the training of 
dentists in the province? 

(/) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of any private dental training 
institution? 

(p) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be jfieased to state what steps, if any, the Government have 
■ fcAlrfty i to help and encourage such an institution ? 

MlllifTiA Ni ehaili ef LOCAL SELF-COVERMIIillT OEPART* 
MiNTttiip HdilWg KMEir Mil Slitldiinntmr Ri|f>f (a> Government 
liave no information. 
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(6) Betttidtry is nat under the supei^inn of t^ie S^te in 
(o) No. • 

(d) The problem has not yet occupied the attention of Government. 

(e) Lectures on dentistry are given at the Medicid College, Calcutta. 
(/) Government have seen the prospectus of a Society registered 

under Act XXI of 1860 under the name of the Calcutta Dental College* 
and Hospital. 

(g) Government have expressed their sympathy with the aims of 
the Society. 

Maitivi 8HAIMUDDIN ANMCD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether beyond sympathising with the aims of the above 
institution the Government are prepared to give any practical help 
to itP 

Ttia Hon'bia Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: The answer is^ 
in the negative. 

Vaatliig the Senior Muneif of TangiHi with oertain powers. 

«7S. Maulvl NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(t) that munsifs in the Tangnil subdivision have powers to try 

suits up to the value of Rs. 1,000 except the senior munsif 
who has been vested with special powers to try suits up 
to the value of Rs. 2,000; 

(u) that suits exceeding Rs. 2,000 limit have to be filed in the 

court of the Subordinate Judge at Mymensingh; and 
(in) that owing to the general rise in the price of lands most of 
the cases exceed Rs. 2,000 in value? 

(b) la the Hon’ble Member also aware of the inconvenience of the 
plaintiffs of Aiull means to get justice ? 

(c) If so, are the Government considering the desiraboUty of 
vesting the senior munsif with powers to try cases up to the vidue of 
Rs. 6,000? 

MEMBER in ohargp uf JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (thi 
Mr. A. N. MMitrljf): (a) (i) Tes. 

(ii) Yes, in view of secticms 18 and 19 of the Civil Court Act. 

(tu) No, 

(h) it is possillife that there is some inoonveni^ce. 

(c) Under the extstiag law, munsils oaMPt be ve^ 

to try oases up to Rs. 6,000. 



Qtrusfioim. 


Uiislarrttf quistioiis 

(•iitiim« to whieli oporo loM on Uio IMo). 




Nimikor of Mooioni moiotants in tlw UpiMr IHvWoii in Urn 
Loool Sotf*Co¥ O mmotit OofMrtnwnt 

77» BiIhi H08ENI ROUTs Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statemeiit lowing — 

(i) the number of Iwwts of Uppfer Dieision assistants in the liooal 
Self-Government, Public Health and Medical Departments 
of the Secretariat; and 

(u) how many of them are held by Moslems f 

The Hon’Mo Kufliir 8HIB »HEKHARItWAR RAYS {%) Ten. 

(ti) One. 

ItOUiVi TAMlZUDtllN KHAN: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to stiite why there is only one Muhammadan in the Fpi>er 
Division in this office? 

TNoNon’Iiio Kimiar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; In the Upper 
Division of the subordinate service there is a rule of recruitment by 
which 50 per cent, of the posts are filled by promotion and 50 per 
cent, by direct recruitment. Vacancies do not occur every year and 
as vacancies occur sometimes promotions are given to men in the 
Lower subordinate seivice and sometimes they are filled up by direct 
recruitment. As most of the officers on the top are Hindus in the 
case of promotion the appointments go to Hindus, but in the case of 
direct recruitment we try our best to get in Muhammadans and when 
the next vacancy occurs the appointment will go to a Muhammadan. 

KiMtfi Baliadiir liaulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the gentleman who holds the 
post in the Upper Division was appointed Jby promotion or by direct 
recruitment? 

Tilt mim9 Kuiliir fHIB 8HfeKNARE8WAll RAY: By promo- 
tion, 

MkB ilTBNflRALAl BANNERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
lie ^tleased to state whether the next vacancy will go to a Muhatn* 
medan imspectiTe of qualifications f 
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rtm KiMiar SHIt tHilCHARftWM RAY: C^rtaioly 

noi. 

•ibu JITENDRALAL BANNlRaiE: Will Hoa’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what be means by the premuse that the next vacancy 
vrill go to a Muhammadan F 

TN Hoti’lile KttHitr SHIR tHEKHARESWAR RAY: The condi- 
tions beings fulfilled, the appointment will go to a Muhammadan. 


In^iroYfliiMiit of position and status of ths d s pr aa sod o ls s s s t 
witli rogoni to sppointnisnts. 

78. Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government are considering the desirability of reserving at least 
one-third of the appointments for the qualified candidates of the 
depressed classes as has been done for the Muhammadans P If not, why 
not? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving any 
preference to the qualified candidates of the depressed classes in 
Bengal and of removing the inequality in the number of posts held by 
members of the different communities P 

MEMBER In charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (thp 
HoilHito Mr. A. N. Moborly): (<?) and (h) The whole question of giving 
the depressed classes greater opportunities of improving their position 
and status is under the consideration of Government who are at present 
unable to make any statement on matters of detail. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: Will the Hon^ble Member 
be pleased to state when the Government will bel able to come to their 
final decimou on this matter P 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am afraid T am not a prophet. 


Poit Of Aaaiatafit Soorotvyf Fitiaiioo Doportmanli Bm^ Bmioli. 

78. BMhi H08ENI ROUT: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to sey whether it is a 
fact that a special post of Assistant Secretary has been created in the 
Budget Branch of the Finance Department and that the head assistant 
of tbet branch him hem posted to it on a scale of pay which is eaoio 
than what is drawn by other Assistant Secretaries in 
SeoretaiiatP 
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^ ^o) Is it a fact that when the Assistant Senrstargr w«iit on leaye for 
months, no acting arrangements were made in his place? 

(If) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the jnstifioation 
for not making any acting arrangements in the leave vacancy of the 
Assistant Secretary? 

(e) Are acting arrangements made in leave vacancies when 
Assistant Secretaries in other departments go on leave? 


MEMBER in oharga of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tha Honnita 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) The post of Assistant Secretary in the Finance 
Department was created in 1927 on the same scale of pay (viz., 
Es. 600 — 60/2 — 1,000) as that of the other Assistant Secretaries who 
are not members of the Bengal Civil Service. Eai Bahadur D. N. 
Bhattacharjea , Head Assistant of the Budget Branch, was appointed 
to the post on an initial pay of Rs. 900. 

(b) It was found necessary to offer an initial pag of Es. 900 in 
order to secure the services of Eai Bahadur D. Bhattacharjea who 
was specially qualified for the post. 

(c) and (d) The Assistant Secretary went on leave for 1 month 
and 20 days in 1928. No acting arrangement was considered necessary 
for this short period. 

(e) Yes, as a rule. 


Foil of Rogiftwt in tfio Bongii SoorotorM. 


SO. ^alNt HOOENI ROUT: Will the Hon-ble Mem^ in choiTj^ 
of the Finance Department be pleased to say what stepi haye lieen 
taken by Government on the recommendation of the Botrenchmient 
Committee to abolish the post of Registrars in the Secretariat including 
that of the Finance Department? 


TIM NoiFMo Mr. A. MARR: The posts of Registrar in the Revenue, 
leifsnt I l|idf«Govemment and Agricnltnie and Induatnet Depattmente . 
vroro obcdhdted. It was found ne c ee sar y to retain snch poets for the 
offices under the Chief Secretary and Finance Secretary. 
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ti^ifily of unifpmit t 0 tJtm oi Wo a n of Hio CaloiitUi an# ioopil PeitoOi. 

01. Bobw PROfULLA KyUAR GUHA: (a) Will ike Hon'bl» 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state* 
whether it is a fact that officers in the grades of Superintendent^ 
Assistant Superintendent, Deputy Superintendent and assistant sub* 
inspectors of the Bengal Police are supplied with uniforms at the 
expense of the Goyemment? 

(h) Is it a fact that inspectors and sub-inspectors of the Bengal 
Police are required to pay for their uniforms? 

(c) Is it a fact that all officers of the Calcutta Police get free supply 
of their uniforms from the Government P 

MEMBER in ohario of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bio 
Mfi A. N. Moborly): (a) On first appointment, the officers of the* 
Imperial Police Service, those promoted to it and Deputy Superin- 
tendents of Police re<;eive an uniform allowance of Us. 400 which is 
repeated every eleventh year. Assistant sub-inspectors and officers of 
lower ranks in the provincial police force receive uniform free of all 
cost. j 

(h) Yes. It is proposed, however, to give them money grants bothf 
for first kit and annual maintenance at a recurring cost of Rs. 45,710^ 
per annum when funds are specifically provided in the budget. 

(c) In the case of officers of higher ranks down to Assistant Com- 
missioners it is only a money grant of Rs. 400 as stated in answer ((j> 
above. To inspectors and officers of lower ranks the supply is made; 
free of all cost. 


Nunibfr of mm of thoft, burglary and daooity in villaga Coiia*. 

BakaiganJ. 

82. Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department aware that in village Goila in the 
Goumadi police-station in the district of Bakarganj, cases of theft,, 
burlflaty and dacmty are daily on the increase? 

(A) Will the Hon'bio Member be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
mmxt from January, 1926, to November, 1929, showing — 

(i) the number of theft, burglary and daooity cases committei]^ 
in the said village ; . 

(»Si) the name^ of the persons at whose houses the orimes, vi*,^ 
theft, burglary, or dacoity, as the case mey were com^ 
mitted ; 
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tlie number of cases in which the miscreants were brought to 
book ; 

(iff) the number of such miscreants ; 

(i^) instances in which the miscreants escaped justice; 

(v$) the number of them still at large ? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether Gort- 
ernment have taken or intend taking any steps with legard to the 
nusoieants referred to in (r) and (ri) of clause (6) P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
persons have been required to execute a bond with sureties for good 
behaviour during the said period under section 110 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, 1898 P 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a list of such persons? 

The Hoil’Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) The answer is in the 
negative. 

(t) A statement marked A is laid on the table. 

(n) A statement marked B is laid on the table.' 

(iii) and (iv) In tfiree cases five persons were sent up. 

(e) Two persons were acquitted. 

(in) One person is still at large. He is a resident of Faridpur 
district. 

(c) Attempts are being made to deal with the persons referred to 
in clause (b) (v) under preventive sections if and when evidence i# 
available. Evidence under section 512, Criminal Procedure Code, has 
already bemi recorded against the person referred to in clause (b) (vi) 
and simultaneous efforts were made to secure his arrest. 

(d) Yes, 14 persons were required to execute bonds under section 
110, Criminal Procedure Code. 

(e) A list marked C is placed on the table. 


Statement A referred to in the reply to claute (a) (i) of umtarred 
question iVo. 82, 



Theft. 

Borgbiy. 

Dsoaity. 

Robbofy* 

1 

1986 

2 

8 

1 


1987 

1 

9 

1 

.... 

1988 

1 

6 

•• 

1 

1989 (up to Noveotber) . . 

2 

7 


.... 
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Lt$t C referred to in the reply to clause ( 0 ) of unstarred ^estion 

No. 82. 

(1) Budaij son of Umed Ali, of Sarail. 

(2) Meser, son of Umed Ali, <rf Sarail. 

(3) Abdul Samed, son of Safer Ali, of Sarail. 

(4) Babadali, son of Umed Ali, of Sarail. 

(6) Jajali, son of Mafej Ali, of Sarail. 

(6) Abdul, son of Mafej, of Bhubanpatti. 

(7) Meser, son of Safer, of Patihar. 

(8) Lehajaddi, son of Safer, of Patihar. 

(9) Paban alias Abdur Eahman, son of Kabil Akon, of Patinar. 

(10) Hachonaddi, son of Kabil, of Patihar. 

(11) Hochanaddi, son of Kabil, of Patihar. 

(12) Phatik, son of Panjoo, of Fulasree. 

(13) Rahinaddi, son of Panjoo, of Fulasree. 

(14) Pyari Khan, son of Ranijan, of Fulasree. 


Manager, Bengal Veterinary College. 

83. Maulwi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware 
that the present Manager, Bengul Veterinary College, was the assistant 
accountant of the same office and was promoted to the present poet 
carrying higher pay when serious irregularity was noticed in his work 
and the question of his removal from seiwice was ur^der consideration 

of Government? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Principal proposed to Government for the 
creation of a post of personal assistant for the manager by abolishing 
some other posts in the College ? 

(o) Is it a fact that when the Principal’s proposal to create the 
post of personal assistant was not accepted, the posts which the 
Principal recommended for abolition were not abolished? 

{d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there were various com- 
plaints agaiimt the present manager? 

(e) II the ^n^wer to (d) is in the affirmative, . what action, if 
any, waft taken ioh the complaints ? 1 

(/) the. Government considering the desirability oi inveatiga** 
ing the matter now? 
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IHlllItTEII in otaigt of AGIIIOUI.TtlRE and INOUtTflllt 
Oi^ARTIIENT (tlw HwIMa Khw lidMdur K. 0. M. F«w|iii)t (a) 

Tll» present Maanger, Bengal Veterinary College, was the assistant 
aoeoentant at the College when certain defects in the accounts were 
brought to notice in the course of audit. The olicer was promoted to 
his present poet while the audit note was still under examination. 

(fe) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Unsigned attacks have been made on this ofiRcer in the press 
and also anonymously through the post. 

(e) It is not ordinarily the piactice of Government to take notice 
of anonymous attacks on its officers. 

(/) No. But Government are piepared to investigate any authen- 
ticated complaints received from responsible persons. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hcm ble Minister 
pleased to state whether Government is aware of the fact that the Pub- 
lic Accounts Committee has repeatedly drawn the attention of Govern- 
ment to the conduct of this officer at the stage when the audit report 
regarding this officer was under consideration? 

Thi Hon’IHa Khan Bahadur K. C. M. EAROQUI: T want fresh 
notice. * 


The Budget Grants of the Gowemmont of Bengal for 1130-81. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

^The discussion under the head ‘*6. — Excise” was then resumed.) 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: T am not, Sir, fluent in 
English and I hope therefore that you will allow me to speak in the 
yemacular. If you allow me to speak in the vernacular, I shall be able 
to use all the Bengali vocabulary' in saying almost everything in con- 
demning the policy underlying the Excise Department. 

Mir. PRESIDENT: Your English is good enough. Mauivi Sahib. 

Mailtvi SYiO dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Last night the kon'blo 
Ifk&te# in charge said, in the course of his speech, that attempts aro 
lneiiig made to minimise temptation. Sir, I shall prove to the entire 
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fitifllliMsIuin of ihi§ Hotue and I am aulre I can aay witlumt lear of «doii-^ 
tmdtctian that no attempts have been made to minimise tiie iem|itaticau 
Let me go back to tbe statement 1 made yesterday regarding tke grog^ 
shop at 88, Ghtrden Beach. 1 would ask the Hon’ble Minister whether 
he received appeals from the various big companies^— I mean European 
companies — not to locate that shop at that place. Sir, it is a publio 
place and the main road of Kidderpore. Can he deny that the 
Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta, the Boyal Indian Transport 
Office, John King & Co., Ltd., The Steel Products, Ltd., Cox’s and 
King’s Agency, Ltd., and many respectable gentlemen and even many 
respectable ladies of the locality forwardedia representation through, 
the Commissioner of Police to the Hon’ble Minister? Sir, formerly 
the shop was situated at 32, Watganj Road. I do not find any reason 
why it was transferred there, and why in spite of the appeals made by 
so many big firms and respectable gentlemen, the Hon’ble Minister 
does not find his way to change the place. Now, Sir, my point is this: 
that the various industrial concerns are located in that quarter of Kidder- 
pore and surely everyone in this House will agree with me that this is a 
thing which offers temptations to the labouring classes particularly. I 
would also mention that there is also a temple of Siva near the grog shop 
and I know that many respectable ladies after their morning bath visit the 
temple. The passage to the temple is near the grog shop, which is. 
now situated at 88, Garden Reach. I may cite another example; in 
my district of Khulna there is a grog shop located in the midst of n 
big baxar. Sir, in spite of repeated appeals to the offiQsr in charge of 
the district it was not removed. I might cite another example in 
my own village in a remote corner of Khulna. There was a grog shop 
established there in spite of the repeated request of the gentlemen of 
the locality. 

Therefore, I say that it is a systematic attempt on the part of the 
officials and authorities of the Excise Department to offer temptation 
to tli«( , drinking public. Now, Sir, the figures which the Hon’ble 
Minister before us last evening do not seem to be convincing,. 

I do not think they are accurate. I shall prove later on that* the 
figures are incorreiit. He said that systematic attempts are being made* 
to reduce the consumption of drugs and liquor. I do not believe that 
it is so. If you, Sir, look at the Annual Report of the Excise Depart- 
ment for 1927-28, you will see that the consumption of foreign liquor 
exceeded by 5 per cent, of the total consumption of the previous year. 
X would ask the Hon’ble Minister to say whether t^ sto^tement ia 
oorreot or not. If it is correct, I would ask him whether he said that 
the reduction amounted to a certain number of gallons. 1 would also 
aak whetlier' there has been a reduetioii in respect of ^ oowtry 
spirit or ^lorejgn liquor* I think that no reduction f is poaiaiUB ’in 
reepect of these articles, though there might be a Teduc^m[i of som^ 
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-1 belieTe there is a motive this, and the motive u 

thikiaftar a few days, India, and particnlariy Bengal and at any »te 
Cideiitta, will be swelled with foreign liquor. I do not want that 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not understand how you connect your 
arguments with the policy of vending excise shops. You must confine 
your remarks to that. 

MailivI SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I think I might dis- 
cuss all the facts relating to this head. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you cannot, do that. 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, 1 think it will 
save the time of this House and other speakers if 1 am allowed to do 
that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The member must confine hie 
remarks to the policy of vending excise shops. 

Mtuivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: All right, Sir. In 
reply to question No. 40 put at this session I found to my utter sur- 
prise that some Moslems had taken out licence of some excise shope 
in Calcutta andyta suburbs for selling wine and other kinds of liquor^ 
To Diy further surprise I found that many B. A.’s, B. Sc.’s, M. A.'s^. 
and M. Sc.’s have taken licence of such shops in (Jalcutt* and its suburbs. 
This morning some Mussalmans came to me probably because 1 have 
taken up this subject, and asked me to press on this House to see that 
some more .shops be given to the Moslems. Of course, I told them that 
I would be the last person to do anything of the sort on their behalf. 
I plainly told them that if they wanted to earn money anyhow, they 
might start some brothels in this city. I think that no couacientioui^ 
Mussalman should sell wine or any liquor in Calcutta. I do not know 
for how long the hoirble members of this House are going to tolerate 
that the best products of the University, viz., B. A.’s and M. A.’s should 
be trading in wine. I appeal to them and ask how long this state of 
things should be allowed to go on 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are you driving at? Do you urge anf 
alteration in the policy of vending of excise shops 

MeMvI SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYt I am making an appeal 
ncAr. anS then I <^hA|l suggest alterations. Sir, 1 ask in all seriousnese 
the HhA'Ue Minister in charge of this Department whether the trade 
Muki is carried on by the Government end its agents is immoral or notw 
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1 wmM also ask Mm whetker he is goia^ to aooept tho wMcb 

has been urged on the floor of tMs House about total prohibitio n 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. The matter of total proMbition 
is not within the province of yoiir motion. You had better stick to the 
policy of vending excise shops; that is what you wanted to discuss. 

Maulvi 8YED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I am doing that. 
There is another thing that I would like to point out. I think the Hon’ble 
Minister knows, and knows very well, that in front of the place where 
the Congress Office is located there is a grog shop. 

MINISTER in charge of EXCISE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Kumar Shib Shekharesuw Ray): I do not know that. 

Mamvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I think he should 
know that there is a grog shop just in front of the Congress Office in 
Bow Bazar Street. I may further enlighten him that this place is 
surrounded by houses of women of ill-fame, and every now and then, 
from morning till 8 p.m. at night, these women resort to this place 
and make all sorts of ugly shows ; and I believe it has come to 
his knowledge that some applications were made By prominent Congress 
people for its removal to another place, I think there are about 6 or 7 
such shops in that locality. Up till now there has been no response 
to that application. I do not know how long this sort of thing should 
be tolerated. When the people of my village cam^to me to have 
the shop in my village removed by making a representation, I refused 
to do so. I told them plainly that it was not my business to make 
petitions to Government, but that it was my business to stand before 
the gate of the shop and ask people not to purchase anything from that 
shop and thereby paralyse it. I did so in the year 1^1. I am proud 
to declare that the daily sale in that shop in the district of Khulna 
was Rs. 350 and I reduced it to only Rs. 3. I allowed nobody to 
purchase anything from that shop. I think the youth of Bengal will 
one day throw all the casks of wine into the Bay of Bengal or at least 
into the Ganges. The time has come when this policy must be 
changed. If the Government do not take proper care in inoper time, 
they will have to repent. If I have any voice with my countrymen 
I will ask them in all seriousness to start civil disobedience, as 
Mahatma Gandhi has done 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You are again going beyond 
your limits. Im giving your reason for bringing forward this motion, 
you stated that you wanted to criticise the policy of vending^ excise 
nhops. You have lalrely com^ainedi of some excise shops ^ oertliln 
localities. You have not been able to say how these sh(^ cfanie to be 
there and how the policy of ^ deiMurtment was conoemed tritk them. 
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ilMiri tYSO AALALUDOIN HAtMIMYi WtM I qmtk outside, 
I giu known to speak as a seditionist. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are again persisting in irrelevance. 

[^Ivi SYEO JALALUDOIN HASHEMYS I ikouglit that 1 was 
privileged to speak so in this Chamber. However, I shall obey your 
ruling. I was telling all these things only for the purpose of condemn* 
ing this department, because not a slightest move has been made by 
ihat department to minimise the temptations to the public. 1 would 
nsk the hon’ble members of this House to see the locations of the grog 
rshops in Calcutta and other places in Bengal; and if they see them, 
they will realise that they are located in such places as the public 
attention can very easily be drawn to them. Therefore, my suggestion 
to the Hon’ble Member-in-charge is that after so much discussion 
Oovernment should accept the policy of prohibition altogether and 
atart experiments say, in 3 or 4 districts and see what the result is. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are again going beyond the limits. If 
you {Persist in doing so, I am afraid I shall have to ask you to resume 
your seat. 

Mauivi EYED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, T told you at the 

outset that I c^not speak English fluently 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In order to give ycm an idea as to what the 
•debate ought to be I better tell ycm that when a menil)er desires to 
criticise a particular policy of a particular department, it is his duty 
to state what the policy is. His next duty is to point out the defects 
of that policy and then to suggest remedies; but you hn\e done nothing 
of the kind. If you still persist in iirelevance, it shall be my painful 
duty to draw the attention of the House to it and ask you to resume 
your seat. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: May I ask whether in 
speaking on the matter of vending shops one cannot bring in the 
<|ue8tion of total prohibition V 

Mr. PREBIDENT: In that case your reasons on the basis of which 
your motion was admitted should have been much wider and you ought 
to have indicated that you wanted to plead for total prohibition. 

MMiWi EYED dALALUDDlN HAENEMYs It is owing to my 
defifiettcy language I have done so. Had I been allowed to speak 

^iignli I would have been able to touch very well on all the points. 
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Mr* FIliilDiliTS I think yon had better conclude yonr 9{)eeok. 

Mauivi $YED MLALUDDIN HAtHEMY: 1 shall resume my 
seat. 

The Hon’Me Kumar SHIB SHEKHABESWAR RAYs Sir, I have 
already given a short review of onr policy in my opening speech, and 
I am grateful to the hon’hle mover for giving me an opportunity 
further to explain our policy about the vending of excise shops. But, 
before I proceed to doi so, I would like to refer to a statement made by 
the hon’ble mover. The hon’ble mover haa laid special stress on some 
individual cases in Calcutta where he thinks that full justice has not 
been done by the authorities granting licences. I am afraid. Sir, 
I am not prepared to take up individual cases on the floor of the House. 
There are about 6,000 excise shops, and it is impossible for a Minister 
to know everything about all of them. I can only discuss such griev- 
ances where something grossly reprehensible has been done. I can, how- 
ever, assure the hon’ble mover that if he will kindly come to my office, 
as he often does, and place the facts before me I will look into them 
personally end see that the grievances are redressed. 

3-30 p.m. 

But with reference to the shop at Garden Beach might tell the 
House that the case came up to me for revision. I was then new" to the 
office and with the Keal of a new" comer and an enthusiast I to6k the 
matter up in right earnest. I had the matter especially enquired into 
by the Iiicensing Board and the Excise Commissioner and I personally 
went to the place. I am a Hindu, also a worshipper of Shiva and I 
might tell the hon’ble mover that I found notlnng wrong in the settle- 
ment of the »;hop there though there is a Shiva temple in the neighbour- 
hood. Sir, on the spot it appeared to me that the whole thing, all the 
tall talk about the grievances, was got up by interested parties. "Had I 
not knowTi the Ikm’ble mover in the way I know him, I would have 
thought that he too was an interested party. Then, Sir, he has referred 
to some incorrect statements made by me. I admit that the consump- 
tion in 1927 w-ent up by 5 per cent. There is nothing strange in snob 
slight variations from year to year. If you are to judge the effect of 
Govemment policy you must judge it by the figures of a number of 
years and judged by that standard our policy is the gradual eradication 
of dnig evil from Bengal. 

Now, Sir, though the hon’ble mover has not placed beforo the House 
the existing eonditioiis in the matter of vendiiig ^ops eed heif be 
wants to ^relonn them, I might teU the Heuse soniething about| .<W 
policy. From experience in Calcutta end lour oib<^ 
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of €K>vemmeiit have come to the deeieiim that a more stringent 

anil l^opular control should be introduced for the granting of licences. 
Cbiwnment have, therefore, iesued orders, quite recently, that licens- 
ing Boards with a non-official majority shall be constituted in every dis- 
trict of Bengal. These boards have been vested with the power of 
detewining the number and location of excise shops in their respective 
districts. They have been authorised to abolish existing shops wher- 
ever necessary and they are prohibited from increasing the number of 
shops beyond the number existing in 1926. Their decisions are practi- 
cally final, being subject only to the revision by the local Government 
in exceptional cases. Sir, though it is an old story now, it might bear 
repetition that another great and important change in the policy of 
vending of excise shops is the replacement of the auction system by a 
hxed-feei system. Formerly the shops used to be given to the highest 
bidders. The baneful results of such a system ore too obvious to require 
further mention now. Under the present hxed-fee system a vendor has 
to |>ay a fee fixed for the specific quantity of drug sold by him. The 
fee is levied on a sliding scale; as for example a wine shop licensee 
has to pay Re. 1 for any quantity up to 6 gallons of wine sold by him 
but if he sells 20 gallons he has to pay Rs. 26 as duty, and Rs. 166 if 
the quantity sold by him amounts to 100 gallons. The mein objects 
of the fixed^ee system are the following: — 

(1) to eliminate the speculative element from the business as far 

as possible; 

(2) to enable Government <o regulate and control the consumption 

of intoxicants ; 

(3) to solve the very difficult question of unequal taxation on liquor 

and drugs; and 

(4) to improve the standard and tone of the working of the liquor 

and drug shops throughout the Presidency by insisting on 
personal management by the licensees themselves as far as 
possible, and by intro<lucing a better and more educated 
class of people, able to understand and carry out the various 
rules and regulations of the department. 

With a view to carry out these objects it was nec6ssar>' to lay down 
the principle of “one man one shop“ from the beginning and that in 
all new settlements a better class of men should he introduced with a 
view to gradual rise of the standard and tone of the work in the shops 
throughout the province. These have been gradually given effect to 
and the jprinciple of *^biie man one shop** has been brought about 
practically throughout the province except only in the case of some 
ftweigu liquor firms in Calcutta. *rhe main objects of the Govern- 
ment have, I submit, been fairly and satisfactorily fulfilled. 
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Sir, 1 come to the selection of licensees* Every year in FeWu^ 
ary and Mareli a complete list is prepared in each disbiet showing tho^ 
names of the shops with the nature ol the oiffenoes, if any, oom* 
mitied by them in the course of the year together with the Superintend* 
dent’s remarks, if any, regarding the conduct of each licensee. The list 
is put up before the Collector and the Collector passes orders in which 
cases the licences should be renewed with the existing licensees om 
account of the satisfactory management of the business throughout 
the year and in which cases the licence should not be renewed on 
account of the unsatisfactory conduct of the existing licensees. After 
fhese orders are passed applications are called for regarding those 
licences which are to be resettled with new men and on receipt of such 
applications a list is prepared by the Superintendent of Excise and sub- 
mitted to the Collector for selection and orders and the applicants are* 
called by the Collector for an interview. The same procedure regard- 
ing invitations, applications and selection is followed whene'ver any 
licence falls vacant in the course of the year on account of canoella- 
tian. Sir, these licensees are selected personally by the District Magis- 
trate and for his guidance we have laid down the following main prin- 
ciples : In making the selection educated men of good character and in 
search of employment should he selected. Candidates who have other 
means of subsistence should not ordinarily be selected. Qualifications 
and conditions being the same a candidate with higher educational 
qualifications should, whenever possible, be given preference over 
others. The gross monthly profit of the educated licensee should he* 
taken into consideration when selections are made. Applicatimss for 
better licences of existing licensees who have conducted their husinesa 
satisfactorily should he given due consideration when vacancies arise. 

If there are suitable Muhammadan candidates every second licence 
should be allotted to a Muhammadan and in cases where Muhammadan 
candidates would not come forward in sufficient number for liquor shopa 
they should be given preferential treatment for drug shops. These are 
some of the rules laid down by Government for the guidance of Col- 
lectorsi In short I might say that we have elaborate rules drawn up* 
for the guidance hi officers in the matter of selection of the licensees^ 

It would he boring to the House if I go into the question in greater 
detail but if my hon’hle friend would kindly come to my office I shall' 
he very pleased to place all informations at his disposal. In this con- 
nection I should say that under the able guidance of the late K^awab* 
Bahadur Syed Nawab AH Ohaudhury, Khan Bahadur, remarkable 
improvements were effected in the matter of granting excise licences^ 
and groat credit io due to our officers, particulariy to Mr. Moberly — noir 
the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly, Vice-President of the Executive Coutucil— ^ 
and Mip. Hogg who, M Excise Gommissionersi, have practically ovmv 
hauled the whole syi^em of excise administration in Bengal. I admitr " 
that there has been scwne setback during the last few years fousumahly 
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owj||||^ to tha ab6eii8e of Ministers but I bope now it will be possible for 
^eu^lieiir Minister, if be is allowed to stay here, to work out Uie policy 
laid 4own by tbe late Nawab Bahadur and introduce furtber improre- 
menti in tbe lig^ht of criticism olPered by my esteemed friend. 

iftr. FRESIDENT: I am afraid I made a mistake in not bavingr 
one discussion on motions Nos. 21 and 22, for they are very 
much alike. But the fate of the one will govern tbe fate of tbe other. 
So, no injustice wiU be done if, at this stage, 1 give Kati Emdadul 
Hoque a chance to speak on the motion now before tbe House, Ho 
need not move his own motion. 

Ka» EMUAOUL HOQUE: I do not like to move my own motion 
but would rather siMak in 8up{X)rt of tbe motion moved by my friend 
Mr. Bashemy. He has elaborately discussed the points I wanted to 
raise in this connection and 1 think 1 need hardly say anything more 
but still I will try to say something in my own way. 

Speaking on u similar motion on the floor of this House on a 
former occasion I said that India was a land of Sadhus and S^innyasis, 
Pirs and Fakirs but since the inauguiation of British rule in this 
(Country she has l^ecome a rendezvous of Sataus and devils. And 
so far as the Excise policy is concerned, I repeat the same thing 
here to-day with all the vehemence at my command, because the ]ieople 
of India are not allowed the opportunity of practising asceticism 
nowadays. So when a temptation is placed Iwfore them they yield 
to it because they are not angels but human beings. Not only the 
richest class among us, I mean the aristocrats, who claim to be tbe 
most civilised people in this country, not only they have shown this 
lapse but even the poorest class, tbe people who o<'dipy the lowest 
rung of the ladder in our society, viz., vioorhis, rhumars^ domes, 
Tnehtan and the like, they als<» have fallen victims to this vibious 
habit. In course of our daily experiein^ we find that mehtars in the 
employ of municipalities, as soon as they get their month's wages, 
go to liquor shops, and there spend np to the last farthing on liquor 
and other excise articles. Now, how to check this vicious habit that 
bas become so dominant a feature in our people nowadays P Govern- 
ment have come forward with a chain of arguments in support of their 
policy instead of checking this evil. It is very entertaining and 
refreshing to ^ Hear the Hon'ble Minister announce before this House-— 
this august body — that Government are taking measures to ibis end 
nnd that gradually. Bui, Sir, Government stand self-eondeiiiiied, 
Qovemaimit admit that drink and drug evil is a social etil and that 
ib^ want to eradicate it. Government have kepi tbe machinery to 
pwiab offenders and to btoig offenders to book but bite Uie 
meui tbewselvus are tbe offenders but what steps base they takmi to 
uoudemn their own actkmsF 
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. It u said that Excise Licensing Boazds have been lodietad in almost 
all districts and they have been invested with powers to control exdise 
licences, but 1 beg to submit that excise licensing board’s deoisioni 
are not always respected by the Excise Oonunissioner. Their decisions 
tire subject to the approval of the Excise Commissioner. In my own 
district, Sir, there is an Excise Licensing Board of which I am a 
member. I and other non-o£Sicial members have been trying our best 
to abolish certain excise shops in our district but all our attempts 
hitherto proved of no effect. I understand that in one or two instances 
the Superintendent of Excise was brought to book by the department 
simply because he did not oppose the proposal made by us. He was 
chastised by the department and asked to introduce the matter again 
at the next sitting of the board. This year also we recommended the 
abolition of certain excise shops and I learnt only recently from the 
IMstrict Magistrate, whom I happened to meet only some time ago, 
that our recommendations were partially considered by the Excise 
Commissioner but then every year the Excise Superintendent comes 
forward with new proposals. This year two or three shops were 
abolished according to our recommendations but as many as 6 or 7 
new shops were established in their place. So the apparent reduction 
of excise shops was more than compensated for by the establishment 
of new shops. So I say that Government’s provision to take measures 
to check this evil may be a pious wish never to be fulfilled. If they 
really think that it is a vice, that it is a crime, it should no longer be 
allowed to continue in this country. Government must make penance 
for the crime they have already committed by undergoing the sentence 
of fasting, which is the order of the present day, and then put forward 
drastic legislation to prohibit the use of liquor by prohibiting the use 
of excise articles. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

“That the demand of Es. 90,000 under the head ‘6A. — Excise — 
Superintendence’ be reduced by Ee. 1 (to raise a discussion on the 
policy of vending Excise shops).” 

The follotnhif motion iras not moved : — 

Kaii EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Es. 90,000 undef 
the head *6. — Excise — Superintendence’ be reduced by Be. 1 (policy 
of encouraging Excise shops).” 

The following motions were called but not moved :: — 

MEUlvi EYED 4ALALIIDDIN HA8HMEY; “That the demand of 
Es. 47,000 u^er the head *6B. — ^Excise Bureau’ he refused.” 

. M BthMliir O^TltM OMAMMA MUKHAlMlf 

dmxia^ of Bs. 79,000 leader the head ^60. — Piesadency EstaUisiubevt^ 
Pay <rf Officm’ he reduced by Es. 6,000.” ‘ ^ 
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SATitH BHANDBA MUKHAMii '‘Tluit the demand 
^ under the head ‘6C. — ^Presidency Establishment — House 

Mb.’ he reduced by Rs. 13,950.” 

liUlIvi SYED JALALUOOIN HASHEMYt ‘ 'That the demand of 
Bs^ 121,000 under the head ‘60. — Excise— Presidency Establishment — 
Bewards to jMpivate persons* be refused.** 

Mr. P. N. GUHAll “That the demand of lls. 2,12,000 under the 
head ‘60. — Presidency Establishment* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise 
a discussion alnmi the settlement of shops by the Collector of 
Calcutta).** 

Rai Bthadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdI: “That the demand 
of Rs. 2,11,600 under the head ‘6D. — ^District Executive Establish- 
ment — Pay of Officers’ be reduced by Rs. 76,600.** 

M«il¥i 8YED dALAtUDDIN HA8HiMY: “That the demand 
of Rs. 8,19,000 under the head ‘6D. — Excise — ^District Executive Estab- 
lishment* be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that it is a bad policy 
to encourage the drink evil and intemperance in the people).** 

Rai Batiadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdls “That the demand 
of Rs. 37,000 under the head *6E. — Distilleries — Allowances, etc.*, be 
reduced by Rs. 7,(KK).“ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I will have one discusMion on motions Nos. 3l 
to 35. 

The Hon’ble Kunw 8HIB 8HEKARE8WAR RAY: Up to No. 43, 

Sir, if you do not mind; because they refer to the same demand and 
I might make one reply to them. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I will put them separately but you can hsTe 
one discussion on them as you want. 

Mailivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 22,17,000 under the head “6.— Excise’* be reduc4id by 
Be. 22,16,999. Sir, only a few minutes ago my friend Maulvi 
Jalaluddin Hashemy was speaking on the policy of having excise shops 
but he was asked to stick to the policy involved in giving out shops 
to individuals and others. But my motion is to condemn the whole 
polk^ of €k>veniment in asking the people to drink liquor as 
aboninalde, contemptible and unworthy of anv civilised Oovemmsnt 
on the face of the earth. I know, Sir, that our Govemment is not 
nssponriUe to the people, they do not care what the people do want 
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or do not want, they pay no heed to what we propoee in thia Oonnoil 
or outside it. It is given out that we Hre under the Government aa 
wards live under the guardianship of their trustees. Probably that ia 
the reason why this Government have taken upon themselves the 
benevolent duty of educating the peo}de of this country in the art of 
drinking wine. I find in the budget estimates that Government get 
annually Rs. 2,28,00,000 out of their excise policy. So far as I can 
see from the grants under this head Government have asked for an 
expenditure of Rs. 22,17,0(X). If we deduct this amount from the 
income it will leave a total income of Rs. 2,05,83,000, to Government ► 

4 p.m. 

I say, Sir, you have no light to ask u» to drink wine to get money 
from us for running the administiation. You may or may not run 
the administration, you may go bankrupt, but you have no right to ask 
us to diink wine and thereby bring money to your coffers. Just now. 
Sir, it has been said that Government or rather the Excise Department 
ask people to take excise shops. Sir, you were pleased to observe that 
you did not understand the trend of the speech of my friend Maulvi 
Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy as regards vending of excise shops. It seems 
to me that we should drink wine and at the same time obey the laws 
promulgated for the maintenance of law and order. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS What are you driving at, Maulvi Sahib? 

Maiaivi 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: I shall make myself clear pre> 
sently. I know that the excise policy of Government has been respon- 
sible to a very great extent for increasing the number of crimes in this 
country. People get drunk, become disorderly, and there is another 
department of the same Government which catches hold of the people, 
takes them to the police-station, and hauls them up before a court of 
justice, and say you fellow you drink too much wine, pey some money to 
the coffers* of Goveniment and go away. So even in the matter of 
administration of justice the policy of Government stands self-condemn- 
ed. We know of many Acts of this Government which are injurious 
to the interests of the people: for example we have the Excise Act, 
the Opium Act, the Salt Act, and so forth. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Where do you find in the Act asking people to 
drink P ( Laughter. ) 

MauNi illAMSUODIN AHMED: I know, Sir, that the Act does 
not require ^ieople to drink, but I know, Sir, that Government in a 
way ask us to didnk wine inasmuch as they grant Hoenoes to pec^pie 
for the vending of wine. Is it one of the functions of a civilised Gof* 
emment to ask people to take out licences lor the opening of exciee 
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shoaiiy and thus encourage people to drink wine as much as they oaii» 
so i^g as they pay money? Sir, that is the mscm why 1 am say- 
ingv^t the whole pcdioy of Gofvemment is vicious, and the Excise 
Act le one of a series of Acts which have brought ruin te the char- 
acter and morality of the people of this country. This is one of the 
Acts : we have again the Salt Act 


Mr« PRESIDENT: Order, order. You need not refer to that. 


Mnilivi SHAMSUDOIN AHMED: As a Mussalman, I stiind on the 
floor of this House and ask of this Goverament whether or not it is its 
duty to know what the tenets of Islam are, and whether it is j^isti- 
flable on the part of Government to ask its own subjei^ts to take shops 
for the vending of drugs. Just now, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister was 
very kind to illuminate us on certain points. I was very glad to hear 
the Hon^ble Minister giving us very valuable information. It is that 
in one department of Government., viz., the Excise Deiiartment, the 
Government have given 55 per cent, of the appointments to Mussul- 
mans. He also added that the policy of Government in the matter of 
issuing licences for excise shops was to grant them to educated men 
and men of character. But I submit that the moment an educated 
man gets a licence, he loses all that is best in him. Si^, 1 cannot 
thank the Hon’ble Minister for giving us the information. He has 
told us that he is a Hindu, and I believe he is a Brahmin too. I also 
know, Sir, that one of the lejiding Mussulmans of this pitiwince,! a 
Mussulman oi an aristocratic family and a Saiyid too good, was very 
graciously put in charge of the Excise Department. The Hon’ble 
Minister was refeiving to the very many good acts done by the late 
Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, of Dhanbari. No one 
in this House can but very severely condemn the policy of Government 
in asking people to drink wine freely. I hope, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
will take note of the fact that we on the floor of this House very much 
protest against the action of Goveniment in granting licenctw to 
youths of the country who are in want. I know, Sir, that ptH>ple are 
in want. But w'hat is the reason behind the prdicy of Goveniment. 
The policy of Government perhaps is to hold out these inducements to 
these young men, so that they would become loyal subjects and take 
out licences for drug shops at the expense of their own character. 

Sir, we hear in these days of civilisation that in other foreign coun- 
tries — countries which are in the forefront of nations — the system of 
prohibition haa been adopted. I refer particularly to the United States 
of America, which has prohibited absolutely the drinking oi wines, etc. 
I do not iOnderstandl why in a country which i# inhabited mostlly by 
Hindns a nd M »^h<LyttniAdftna prohibition should not be enforced, since 
the religions of both the communities forbid the partaking of Uqncnrs. 
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Why should they be asked by a benevolent Government to drink wine, 
which will not only demoralise their character but ruin their physique 
alsoF In this connexion, I may mention that this excise policy of 
Government is not only ruining^ the intelligentsia of the country but 
is also bringing appalling havoc on the poor labourers in the mill 
areas. It is very well known that after the labourers come out of the 
mills fatigued and tired, they immediately go to these grog shops, and 
whatever they earn they spend in these shops. I do not know if it is 
one of the duties of a civilized Government to see that this sorti oif 
ruination of the purse and physique of the labourers of the country 
is caused by the policy of Government. 

Sir, as I have said, whatever resolutions we pass in this Council, 
howsoever strong our condemnation may be, the resources of Govern- 
ment are large enough to undo or nullify any good legislation that may 
be passed by this House. I say that the whole system of administra- 
tion is absolutely rotten to the very core, because it is not responsible 
to the people and does not pay any heed to the petitions of the people. 

As mentioned by my friend Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, refer- 
ring to the excise shop which has been located in Garden Reach, the 
people have petitioned Government, the mill owners, the factony 
owners, the Europeans have all petitioned Government to remove the 
shop but all in vain. Sir, I do not understand what is behind the 
policy of Government in not hearing the petitions of the people. 1 
think. Sir, it is because Government feels itself very strong, because 
Government is not responsible to the people, it does not pay any heed 
to the petitions of the people. 1 realise that so long as this system of 
administration is not overhauled, so long will the Government 
indulge in this sort of policy. Questions of income and expense will 
come in always. A system of administration, which is vicious from 
the top to the bottom, has been thrust upon us, and that is the reason 
why in spite of our protests Government pay no heed to our demands. 
Sir, I do not want to take up much more of the time of this Council. 
I say that it. is time that Government pay heed to the entreaties of 
the people. It is high time that Government do away altogether with 
their present excise policy. It is time that this sort of making money out 
of poor people are given up. 

Mr. 4. CAMPBELL FORRESTER; Is it a fact, Sir, that Govern- 
ment do ask the people to drink F 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I have told the member that there is nothing in 
the Act whi^ invites people to drink. It is not for me to dispute his 
opinion. He is ^ liberty to entertain any ofnnion he likes regarding 
the excise policy of Government ; but I may say this that he is abso- 
lutely wrong in saying that the Act invites peo^ to drink. 
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Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shskhabbswab Ray; Hear, hear.), 

I^i SHAMtUOOIN AHMEO: I maintain still, Sir, in answef 
to my European friend over there that it is up to the Government, if 
it is known that drink really affects the morals, purse, and health oi 
the people, to cloee the excise shops. If 1 know anything of relevancy, 
I can in the circumstances very well say that Government tvsk the 
people to have recourse to drinks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are at liberty to entei*tain any opinion you 
like, but when you say in definite terms that the Act or the Government 
directly ask people to drink, you certainly go beyond the limits of a 
reasonable debate. 

(The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray : Hear, hear.) 

4-16 p.m. 

Mailivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Everybody knows, Sir, what 
happened in the year 1921. If the Government does not lealise even 
now its own duty, the people themselves will take the law into their 
own hands and will try to show to Government that they themselves 
can stop this evil. 

Without taking more time of this Council 1 commend this motion 
by saying that if the hon’ble members of this House really feel that 
they represent the wishes of the people, it is time that they sliould vote 
down the |)olicy of Government and pass this reduction motion of 
mine. 

Mtttlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 22,17,000 under the head ‘*6. — Excise” he reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(to raise a discussion on the excise policy of the Government). 

Sir, it seems to me that so far as this matter is coni emed Govern- 
ment is rather an object of sympathy and pity. We know that in the 
present state of finances Government cannot do without the large 
revenue that it draws from this department. But I cannot approve 
of the policy of Government in this respect. There seems to he a 
good deal of shilly-shallying on the part of Government so far as its 
excise policy is concerned. Government seems to admit that jm-o- 
hibition is a good thing and that the drink evil is an evil which should 
be eradicated if possible. But the Government is culpably lagging in 
coming to a conclusion that prohibition should be its policy. It is 
sometimes said that there is no knowing when Government will think it 
possible to adopt such a policy. Possibly Government seems to be 
reluctant to he frank on this subject. It is not possible for Government 
to think m a time when it will accept prohibition and they ^nnoi plain* 
ly say so. The House should take whatever steps it thinks pn^r under 
ibn circnuaslaaces. But on the other hand Ckvemment seems to give 
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Ha falde hopes that its goal is prohibition. We do not nnderstaitd if 
Oovemment would ever accept prohibition as its policy. Government 
could very well declare the policy of prohibition. Sir, it is not my 
object now to enter into a detailed discussion about the merits of the 
policy of prohibition. Of course it is not possible for Government to 
arrive at complete prohibition within a short time. It will take years 
and, I think, long years, to come to that stage. But I do not see 
any reason why should not a policy of prohibition be declared now and 
by gradual steps the stage of complete prohibition be arrived at. With 
these few words I beg to move the motion. 

Mr. 8i M. BOSEs I beg to move that the demand of Ks. 22,17,000 
under the head *‘6. — Excise’ ' be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the 
Government policy regarding prohibition). 

Tshall be very brief. We heard yesterday with great interest the 
speech of the Hoii’ble Minister giving figures showing the diminished 
sale of alcohol, ganja, etc. This is satisfactoiy, so far as it goes, but 
we want much more. For the whole countiy — Hindus and Moslems, 
Congressmen, Nationalists, Independents, etc. — all want total prohibi- 
tion. Their Scripture all enjoin it. Their manners and customs are 
based upon it. 

As I have said, every body wants prohibition, not as a dim. and 
distant goal (as the Diehards would like Dominion Status to be), 
but immediately. I need not elaborate the liogent arguments in favour 
of prohibition. That alcohol, especially in the Tropics, is unnec essary, 
and that here its use is likely to lead to various diseases, is, I main- 
tain, beyond controversy. That alcohol is a poison to be strictly 
controlled like cocaine or strychnine, I maintain, is l>eyond controversy. 
That alcohol is more than a poison, it is a racial ix>ison, affecting the 
health of future generations, is, I maintain, also beyond controversy. 
That being so, the question is why does not Government listen to the 
voice of the nation and bring in total prohibition ? Surely the reason 
cannot be tha^ Government is mostly run by Scotchmen — and we all 
know how proverbially they are fond of drink. I now turn to the 
stock argument: what about the drink revenue ? Can Government be 
run without this revenue? Sir, I lay stress on the self-evident pro- 
position that the stoppage of drink will at once improve j;he health of the 
present and future generations. There will be less illness, and more 
efficient labour; wages will thus go up and soi will fbe standard of 
living. The higher income will mean better surroundings, better 
housing and so improvement all round. The people will, therefore, 
pay more indirect vtaxes for various commodities and luxuries. It is, 
1 maintain, a wrong to raise income by undermining tbe health and 
stamina of the people. It is not necessary for me to elaborate the 
point which no body will venture to contradict. Now, I must relef 



DEMANDS FOB GEANTO. 


101 



to %|^|markable exposition of the Government policy made so late as 
tl^ l^h of March, 1929, by Mr. 0. P. Hoggr, lately Commissioner of 
Excise (Council Proceedings, Volume XXXI. No. S, page 14B). This 
is what he said: “They {Government) take the view that time is not 
ripe for such a decision (total prohibition), and that time wouljd only 
oome when the consuming classes are so reduced in number as to be 
negligible or when the force of public opinion behind Ihe movement 
is so strong that illicit sources of supply would be impossible. That 
time has not yet come in Bengal.” 

I say this is a remarkable exposition. First. Government sup|>lies 
unlimited drink to an unlimited number of people (provided they are 
prepared to pay), and then Government exjiects the consuming classes 
to l)e greatly reduced in number! How this lemarkable feat is to be 
achieved is a mystery which only Goveniment can explain. No, we 
decline to accept the policy laid down by a “l)enevolent“ Gj>vernment 
to wait till Doomsday. We demand that a time-limit is to Im fixed 
say, 10 years, after which there will be no drink supply. Every year 
the Government is to diminish gradually the total supply of spirit, 
etc., sold. There should also be introduced the system of local option 
or really representative licensing htjards. I should add that what I 
liave said about drink applies equally to opiates. 

Sir, after all, Government are not the masters, but the servants, 
of the people. They exist to c4iiTy out whatever promotes the good 
of their masters. We, the representatives of their masters, demand 
that Government shall stop drink. But, by irony of fate, it is itce who 
are the servants — and it is they who are our masters! But, we are 
determined not to allow drink traffic to continue. In the struggle 
between man and man, between nation and nation, victoiy goes to the 
sober. If India is to take her rightful place among nations, she should 
banish the drink evil. With these words I commend the motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

MaulW 8HAMSUODIN AHMED: May I suggest that the movers 
of items Nos. 36 and 38 be asked to move their motions now ? 

Mr. $• M. BOSE: I will not move No. t36. 

BMut JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I may point out that items 
Kos. 37 and 38 are special questions dealing with the matter of duties 
of alcohol used for indigenous perfumery. Therefore, I think, Sir, the 
Hon^ble Eumar evidently thinks that moticms up to No. 41 cover 
practically the same subject. 

Mr* RRiSIDENT: Thai point has already been decided. No harm 
WSi be done if the motions up to No. 43 are taken together and the 
fltm’ble Minister allowed to make one speech on them. The moiioiii 
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in any case will be separately put. With, regard to No. 38, it need 
Bot be moved if No. 37 is moved. In that case, Mr. Bose may i^aeak 
on No. 37. 

(At 4-35 p.m. the Council was adjourned for jM^ayer and it 
reassembled at 4-45 p.m.) 

Mahanaa JAGAOISH NATH BAY, of DiiuUpiir: Mr. President, 
Sir, belonging as I do to that much maligned section of the people, 
known as zamindars, it is with some hesitation that I rise to give 
support to my friend’s motion. The hesitation is due only to the 
prevailing atmosphere in the Council where our ultra-patriots have 
thought fit to carry on a verbal crusade against the zamindars. We 
heard a lot of abuse even yesterday. But our friends must not forget 
that the zamindars too are human beings — they too have fine feelings 
and humane sympathies. They know that with the well-being of their 
tenants and raiyats their own interests are vitally concerned. They 
are aware that even the city labourers are none but a portion of their 
own men who contribute to the revenue income of their landlords. 
And it is on account of this relationship and more that zamindars have 
always looked upon the spread of drink evil as a menace to their own 
interests. 

Mmilvi 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: May I ask, Sir, what the 
zamindars have got to do with this question ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You ought to have patience — the Maharaja’e 
remarks about the zamindars may be merely introductory. 

MaliM*ida ilAGADISH NATH RAY, of DinaJiwr: The zamindars 
are averse to tall talk but I cannot think of any sane zamindar who 
does not actively tiy or even wish in his heart of hearts to keep their 
tenantry miles apart from grog shops. 

The Hon^tde Kumar Sahib brought in his motion with mai]^ good 
words. He reassiired us that Bengal would not lag behind the world 
movement inaugurated by the League of Nations. He has told an 
that every endeavour is made to reduce consumption of drugs and 
minimise the temptation of drug taking. These are all good things 
if they are really carried out in practice. The country is not prepared 
any longer to rely on promises and hopes. Where is the apfureciahie 
sign to convince the prohibitionists that genuine attempts are being 
made to eradicate the drink evilf The zamindars, Sir, cannot, -.be 
revolutionaries in any of their undertakings — ^be it social,, political or 
economic. They cannot support a policy ol ^*total pfohibitkiii,** bal 
knowing as they do that the drink has been mining their tenanted it 
is nothing extraordinary that they too feel that some drasite step 
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vm$ be taken at once in this direction. Our ai^nrehension is great, 
anA not unieasonable, that owing to the economic state of the Govern- 
ment they cannot do much in that which will farther reduce their 
roTonue. But the responsibilities of the Ooverament are stu|iendou 8 
and they must not sit tight on the plea that the money question stands 
in their way. They must not be instruments to turn men into binites 
or poison the whole country for pecuniary gain. They have got under 
their charge the dumb millions by the will of the merciful Providence, 
not to dehumanise them or to make them paupers. They ought to 
know that the insolvent condition of the people is sure to make the 
Government insolvent in the long run. The revenue kist of the samin- 
dars is ahead, and I appeal also to my brother samindars to think 
how year after year they feel the strain at about this season of the 
year. There are a thousand and one temptations before our people to 
squander away their hard-earned money, a pert of which is to be paid 
to their landlords for meeting the demands on the latter’s purse. The 
countryside is, of course, still in a mu«‘h better and cleaner 
state so far as this evil is concerned. But the count 17 -folk too are 
being fast infected. The ganja has spread a larger domain in the 
mufassal and there is nothing to choose between one drug and another. 

Sir, I do not want to bore my friends with a theoretical disquisition 
on the evil effects of drinking or drug-taking. Neither opium-eating 
should be sup|>orted on the excuse that the liberty of individuals would 
be interfered with thereby, nor alcohol-drinking should be countenanced 
on the false plea of that poison being a kind of refreshment. I^et some 
immediate step be taken — let the Government arrange the registering 
of the hardened drug-takers and show some such action with regard 
to alcohol as well, which might justify the jKwition of the Government 
that are bent on at present to prove theuiHelves beneficient to the people. 
It is not with any intention of criticising the work of the Kon’ble 
the Kumar Sahib that I support the token cut, but 1 feet it necossaiy' 
under the present circumstances of the country to emphasise the policy 
whichf I hope, we, one and all, desire to be immediately taken up by 
the Government. 

Khm Bahadur Maidvi AZIZUL HAQUEs Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 22,17,000 under the head “ 6 .— Excise” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to urge the acceptanoe of a policy of prohibition to be 
given practical effect to in course of a fixed number of years, and 
as the first step towaids the measure, the immediate reduction in ibe 
number of excise shops in labour areas and in areas geneiully affectoil 
b^ distress). 

fifir, I consider my motiin to be the very moderate dose which the 
iwvdubitkiiiists can put forth before Government as a priicfctcal icso* 
^ do not think ai*y greater condemnation can ooo^ on the 
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pment excise policy of the Gt:^eiiiiiicnt than the question out hy the 
IMght Hon’ble ^Jchii V*heulley, the Cbairraan of Boyol CoinmuMioa 
on Labour, when he asked the representative of the Government of 
Ikmgal: “Do you call these grog shops in labour areas to be welfare 
works 1 think that question is significant enough and the time 
has comic when we must look up from a different point of view than 
we have done in the past. We know the financial difficulties of the 
Government of Bengal, and I do not think there ia anybody in the 
House, be he a revolutionary or a non-revolutionary in his views, 
who will say that it is possible to do away with the evil by a stroke of 
the pen. But, Sir, it is no use telling us that we are the signatories to 
the League of Nations. The ideal before the world has been put for- 
ward centuries ago. We know that India is a signatory to the League 
of Nations which is pledged to the policy of prohibition, but we have 
yet to see what practical ateps have been taken. I am quite willing to 
see that Bengal should be taxed to the extent of the full amount of 
excise revenue. Whether that is a practical suggcw^tion or whether it 
would be possible to devise some other measure of taxation or you will 
be able to get a substitute so far as finances are concerned — it is a 
matter for discussion. I have in my motion put before Government a 
suggestion for accepting a policy of prohibition, and secondly that 
Government must say that the ideal will be reached within a definite 
period. What that definite period should be is a matter to be deter- 
mined by the Minisifer in consultation with the leaders in the House. 
I think it is the duty of the Minister, who is a representative of the 
people in the Goveniinent, to consult the wishes of the different sec- 
tions of the House with a view to put forth a practical suggestion. I 
ask the Hon’ble Minister to say whether he is prepared to consult the 
leading members of the House with a view to get a practical sugges- 
tion as regards prohibition. The question of immediate reduction in 
the number of excise shops in labour areas is a matter that requires 
early consideration. Then, there are districts in Bengal which can be 
said to bo chronic distressed areas — 1 am speaking of Birbhum, Ban- 
kura and such' o^er districts. Is the Government prepared to soef that 
some control, some sort of prohibition, is exercised, not merely depen- 
dent upon the theoi’y of higher prices and therefore less consumption? 
We want something tangible to be done, I was calculating the to^l 
amount of consumption of pachai alone in certain districts in Bengal, 
and you will be astonished to hear that the consumption is Bs. 2 per 
head. This matter requires serious consideration not only on the part 
of the Government of Bengal, but also of the people generally. I 
therefore, put this very moderate motion with a view to g^et it accepted 
by the Government ^of Bengal. All I want is that the Government 
should accept the policy of prohibition and by accepting it they must 
say that it would be given effect to in a certain number of years. What 
that number should be is a question to be determined in cc^sultatuMn 
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the leaders af tlie different sections in the House. The first thing 
t0 %e done in labour areas is the immediate reduction in the number 
of excise shops. I should like this to be tried as an experimental 
measure. By this we will be certainly doing a great amount of work. 
Whether the conseciuent fall in revenue could be compensated by other 
taxation is a matter to be further considered. I, therefore^ move this 
motion in the hope fhat it would be possible for us, the representatives 
of the people, to accept the motion in the way in which it has been put. 
It is now about 8 or 9 years since we have got the Reforms, and we 
have been told that it is possible to bring pressure of public opinion on 
the administration of the country through the Ministry. I knew the 
Ministry of the past and everybody connected with the Ministry-making 
and Ministry-breaking symiMithised with it, but 1 think the present 
atmosphere is entirely changed. Each and every one of us is pre- 
pared to give our little .share of assistance in the administration of the 
country, and I think it is time that the I)ei>artment should give a 
lead to it by a definite acceptance of the polic\v of prohibition. With 
these words I' move my moticui. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: 1 was very glad to hear the 
speech of the Hcui’ble the Minister in <‘harge of the Excise Defwrtment 
in demanding his grant. If I heard him aright he declared that it was 
the policy of (Government to reduce the consumption by decirc^ase in 
the number of retail shoi)s. Sir, 1 do not know if this jiolicy as stated 
by the Hon’ble the Minister has been communicated to the Department 
concerned and they are given practical effect to, but judging from the 
slight experieuc*e 1 had as a member of one Licensing Board I do not 
think the Department recognise any such policy of reduction. On one 
occasion 1 moved at a meeting of the Lic^ensing Bcwird that all shops 
selling ganja and yielding an income of Rs. 5 only i)er month should be 
abolished. I was told that it was beyond the scxype of the Licensing 
Board and that the only object of the Licensing Board was to determine 
the locjation of the excise shops and to have one meeting only for the 
purpose of detennining the location of excise shops. We do not know 
on what principle new excise shops are allowed to Ije opened but I can 
say that I have seen a new wine shop in a very respectable cjuarter oi 
ibis town which is inhabited by you, Sir, and the Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, by Hon’ble Judges of the High Court and very 
respectable merchants. I have never seen a wine shop in that locality 
within my living memory and I was surprised to find one started so 
suddenly. The place is also inhabited by Hindu and Muhammadan 
people and I have heard crumplaiuts about the establishment. 

Sir, when we are passing Acts to prevent adulteration of food, Gov- 
ernnteni are selling highly injurious drugs, e.g., ganja, charas and 
ebandu to the people for the purpose of getting a revenue. Sir, I am 
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quite aware of the fact that excise brings ns a large amoniii of revenue 
but at what a cost. We shall meet the loss of revenue not by imposing 
fresh taxes but by abolishing the top-heavy administration. 1 have 
every faith in the personnel of the Hon'ble the Minister in bringing 
about a reduction in the consumption of liquor and injurious drugs but 
what r am afraid of is that the depctrimental officers may prove to be all 
powerful. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: As I listened to the 
speech of the Hon’ble Minister when moving this grant, I was struck by 
the extraordinarily family-likeness of all the proposals put forward by the 
Government and all the policies of the Government in this that they 
only seem to live irom hand-to-mouth, they do not seek to come 
face to face with any big problems or handle them with any imagina^ 
tion. That is what struck me when the Hon^ble Minister waa asking 
us to congratulate him on the remarkable decrease in the consumption 
of this, that and the other drug or wine or spirit. I am afraid we 
in Bengal cannot (ongiatulate the Hon^ble Minister for producing these 
small results — results which have got to be fished out with a drag net 
which have got to be examined under a microscope. 

6 p.m. 

We want that there should be something big and glorious, something 
really great done for achieving the end, in favour of which there is in 
Bengal, if not an unanimous opinion, at any rate the vast majority of 
public opinion. The question of drink, so far as Bengal is concerned, 
is entirely an artificial question. The problem never existed in this 
country. It ought not to exist here to-day. The Bengalee is very 
seldom a drinker and is more seldom a drunkard. The great national 
opinion in Bengal is in favour of absolute prohibition. The Muham- 
madan religion absolutely forbids the use of spiritous liquors of any 
sort and you must remember that the Muhammadans form the majority 
in the pfovince. Amongst Hindus there are some who tolerate the use 
of liquor but the injunction of the shastrax are very very strobg 
the point, and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will bear me out as a 
devout Brahmin that it is the worst of sins for a Brahmin to drink. 
Well, Sir, if these are the teachings of religions in Bengal, and if the 
habits of the people are in favour of abstention from drink, why is it 
that we cannot think of prohibition at all? T do not want you to be 
afraid, I do not want the Hon’ble Minister to be afraid. The resolu** 
tion which has been moved does not ask the Minister to take a deep 
plunge like thtft which has been taken by America. Perhaps he is not 
big enough for that. Perhaps our arms are not strong enough, our 
heads are not big enough, our hearts are not broad enough for such a 
prodigious venture. But certainly we can say this that we recognise 
that prohibition is the proper policy for an honourable Government to 
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up, that we reGognise that prohibition ia the only policy which a 
niil^table and a OKHral Government ought to support. If that policy 
is ffoognised, the question of ways and means becomes only a question 
ol deliberation. 1 am aure if the members of the Council sit down to 
woil: and determine to hud out a way they would soon be able to frame 
a programme by which prohibition can be achieved — not immediately 
it may be but say 10 years hence or even 15 years hence. Year after 
year, for years together, we have been hearing nothing of the sort — 
no sort of policy to do away with this drink evil. Sir, if Amerioa, 
where every man, every labourer earns more than many of those who 
are conaidered fairly rich in this country — if America cannot afford 
to drink — and Mr. Henry Ford has assured us that Amerioa cannot 
afford to drink — certainly poor Bengal cannot afford to drink. And if 
the Bengal Government really wants to get into the heart of the people 
they must assure the people that they exist and govern not for the 
sake of the revenues but for the benefit of tbe people, and they muait kill 
this demons* drink which leads people to all sorts of crime. 

Mr. «l. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Sir, it was not my intention to 
speak on this subject. But when the hon’ble member opposite said 
tW “Scotchmen love drink “ and that it was a racial question, I 
considered it was my duty as a Scot to take some part in the debate. 
Well, Sir, the opposition position reminds me of ancient history; you 
well remember that when the Emperor Hadrian invaded England about 
the year 120 and got as far as the north of England, namely, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, he found the Scots troublesome so he built a wall around the 
city of Newcastle-on-Tyne with the object of keeping the Scots out. 
That was a very expensive method of getting rid of the Scots. But I 
think my friends opposite have shown a much more subtle and cheaper 
method of getting rid of them. It seems to me that it is not a question 
so much of prohibition as it is an effort to bring nearer the day of 
Swaraj because if they get prohibition this will give them a chance to 
get rid of their most doughty opponents of Swaraj, namely, the Scots. 
He says: “Scots love drink!'* Aye I that is the mb. Therefore, it 
is up to us to stop drink by prohibition, and drive them to their own 
•country where they will get their national drink, and believe me that 
the majority of Scotchmen have that spirit of freedom and indepetid* 
•ence where they would not be denied their national drink. 1 wonder 
if you ever heard of our national poet Robert Bums. In the flow of 
eloquent poetiy* he said : 

' 'Freedom and whiakj gang together 
Take atf your dram/' 

Thett again our national poet says : 

"Kix^ may be blest but Tam was glorious, 

O’er a’ the iOs of life vtctorions.” 
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Think of it, the absolute contentment that he deplete, '*0'er a’ th# 
iiU of life victorious/' There is no evils, no troubles, life is one great 
happiness, and yet it is your desire to stop this wonderful Scotch whisky 
which could do you so much good. 

It is not prohibition that you want but to get rid of the Scots. A 
glass of real Scotch whisky will do no one harm but a lot of good — 
get rid of your poisons, drink what is called Scotch whisky. I cannot 
treat this question seriojusly when I heard the oppoeition hold up 
America as a country of wisdom, the country of freedom, wonderful ! 
Is it not that in this country of freedom that people have to break the 
law to get what they want in the way of drink? Kesult, they have 
driven the people to the drug habit and there is murder and crime all 
around. It seems so absurd for you to try to introduce prohibition in 
a country where nature has been so bountiful and kind, where even the 
toddy trees grow by the roadside. I oppose this motion and I hope the 
gentlemen of the Council will forgive me if my effort at opposition 
was given in a humourous strain . 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Babu SATIBH CHANDRA RAY OHAUDHURY: That the 
demand of Rs. 22,17,000 under the head *6. — Excise' be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to discuss the excise policy of Government)." 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: “That the demand of Rs. 22,17,000 under the 
head *6,-r-Excise' be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the constitution 
of the Licensing Boards)." 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahattur: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 22,17,000 under the head “6. — Excise" be reduced by 
Rs. 60 (to discuss the question of duties on alcohol used for indigenous 
toilet preparations). 

My pbject in moving this motion is to discuss the question of duty 
on alcohol usefl for industrial purj>oses — especially for the preparation 
of toilet articles, etc. I have just heard a discussion about the total 
prohibition of alc^)hol but I do not at the present moment desire to 
take up the time of the House with such a large and important 
question. I request the sym^mthy of the House to a small matter 
which is quite practicable and is within the province of the Minister 
to-day. Sir, the manufacture of perfume and of toilet preparations is 
still an infant industry in India. There are a number of manufactur- 
ers in Bengal, some of whom have got very large concerns and there 
are others who are content with smaller output but all the same they 
are doing the business. All these manufacturers find considerable 
difficulty in marketing their products owing to the formidable com- 
petition of established manufacturers of foreign countries who are 
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exporting their products into our market. The Indian per* 
fui^y manufacturing industries urgently require some protection 
frdbf the Government. This is an industry in which Indians are 
concerned and I do not think that it is too much for me to hope that 
lip sympathy would be transformed into pructical synjilathy and that 
suggestions will be accepted. 

With this protection I um sure the struggling manufacturing firms 
will be able to thrive. They win work more profitably and consider* 
ably extend the volume of their business. Incidentally I might tell 
my friends here that by doing so they will be paHially solving the 
unemployment question espe(‘ially among such of our countrymen who 
have received sufticicnt education to take to the manufacture of 
perfumes. In this connection I have in my mind the large number of 
M. Scs. who pass out from the University every year. I do not find 
the Hon’hle Mr. Moberly here but if he were here he would have home 
me out that only the other day out of 200 applications for the post of 
a teacher in the Deaf and Dumb School there was one M. Sc. and when 
I asked him why after ]>a8sing the M.So. examination he was anxious 
for a post of Rs. 40 a month in the Deaf and Dumb School, he said 
that there was no field where he c/ould go and devote his energy. I 
most respectfully submit before the House that if my proposals are 
given satisfactory consideration these M.Scs., at least most of them, 
will get a field where they can well earn a livelihood instead of seeking 
for a teachership in the Deaf and Dumb School on Rs. 40 a month. 
Alcohol which is used for the manufacture of jierfume is sold at 
Rs. 21-14 for every pro<jf gallon which comes up to Rs. 36 for every 
imperial gallon. This has to lie |>aid in advance at the time of the 
purchase of the spirit. This is a prohibitive duty and unless our 
Government help the manufacturers it would be difficult for them to 
continue. The most effective way in which Government can give 
protection to the struggling industry is to give (joncession in the form 
of duty for spirit used for perfume. The Government of Bombay have 
already made a move in this direction and have reduced the price to 
Rs. 17-8 per |>roof gallon or Rs. 28 per im;)erial gallon. How long 
are we to wait for Bombay and Madras to show us the way? Bengal 
always used to lead before but now we have been led by other pro- 
vinces and our Ministers have taken their lessons from other provinces. 
In 1921, protection was given by the Government of Bengal for 
medical preparations and Bengal is grateful to the late Nawab Bahadur 
Nawab Ali Chaudhury who was then Minister in charge for that* 
That concession has given great impetus to the manufacture of 
pharmaceutical preparations in India so much so that it is hoped that 
mthin a»few years jdiarmaoeutical preparations in India will altogether 
displaee foreigrn importation. A number of manufacturers in Bengal 
are manufacturing most of the pharmaceutical products of the British 
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PlliUTnitcopoeia on a very large scale and their producte compare favour- 
ably with the imtH>rted products. II a similar protection is given lor 
the manufacture of perfume, the i)erfume industry will develop within 
a very short time and will be able to compete with the foreign 
production. 

There is another difficulty. The duty on spirit is always paid at 
full rate before manufacture. Yet when the preparations are exported 
Bombay and Madras Excise Departments again charge full duty. 
This is an iniquitous procedure. The result is that the manufacturers 
in Bengal cannot supply their products to outside provinces. In the 
case of perfume preparations manufactured outside India no such 
question arises. May I enquire why there is such a difference in 
procedure? An article imported from England has to pay duty once 
at the gateway of India but if it is prepared in Bengal it has to pay 
duty once before the manufacture and again after manufacture if it 
is sent outside the province. 

I do not like to rake up any racial question nor do I take my stand 
on any controversial ground but I would make a few suggestions to the 
Hon’ble Minister and humbly request him to consider them and give 
such relief as is possible. 

My first suggestion is reduction of the duty on alcohol for use for 
bona fide purposes for the manufacture of perfumery and similar toilet 
preparations; whether that reduction be 6 per cent., 10 per cent., or 
30 per cent., I do not c^re but there should be some reduction of duty 
for the particular industry. 

My second suggestion is that arrangements be made with the 
Governments of Bombay and Madras that they should not collect any 
duty on perfumery exported from Bengal as duty has already been 
paid in Bengal at the time of manufacture. I know, Sir, of one manu- 
facturer who made a representation to the Minister concerned in 
Madras to this effect but w’hich was not granted. 

My thiid ^suggestion — and one easy of accomplishment — is that the 
Bengal Government should allow manufacturers of perfumeries to 
export them without realising any duty on them at the time of pur- 
chase but to colle'ct the duty when they are sold. Government should 
also permit the export of perfumeries to other provinces of India. 

Sir, the Excise Department is now under the control of what is 
called a popular Minister and I believe it is not too much for us to 
hope that my suggestions will receive consideration at the hands of 
the popular Minister who ought to do all that is possible for him to 
give an impetus to the manufacture of perfumeries. 

That is all I have to say and with these words I ocnnmend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 
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4ttr. 8. M. BOSE: *<Th»t the demand of Be. 22,17,000 under the 
head ‘6. — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss the question of 
duty* on alcohol for indigenous perfumery and toilet manufacture).” 


Or* Sir NILRATAN SARCAR: As 1 am concerned with the 
I>epartment of Industrial Chemistry in the University of Calcufta, 1 
feel it my duty to support the proi)osal brought forward by my fi’iend 
|t|i^>l>r. Haridhan Dutt^^Bahadur. It has been said that Bengal is 

t ely to be the home of chemical industries in India. I claim for the 
ngal students the requisite (Opacity. There are also the raw 
materials which are plentiful here and very few of which we have to 
import from abroad for manufacturing purposes. Then again there 
is the ever widening market for the consumption of various products 
of the chemical industries of Bengal, but what a pity that here the 
students who aspire to turn manufacturers do not find sufficient faci- 
lities for following up their career and they have to deviate to other 
channels for the sake of their livelihood. Alcohol is manufactured 
here and even the graduates are there to utilise it for the purpose of 
manufacturing saleable articles but where are the labilities y If some 
of them make the venture they come to grief in io time, as it is 
impossible for them to stand foreign competition; yet we feel that it 
is a veiy much artificial handicap placed upon the students of tkis 
country’. My friend has raised the question of protection but I do 
not believe that it will be called jnrotection for practical purposes. 
We make our own alcohol, we have our own raw materials to prepare 
hnished {iroducts and why should an artificial taxation be placed upon 
one of the materials and the expenditure increased and why should it 
be made imiiossible for our c^hemists to compete with foreigners ? I 
think that a good deal of injustic^e has been done in the pest in this 
matter. Speaking on alcxihol I think I have a right to expect that 
alcohol should be made to atone for the mischief that it is making 
in other departments of life and to help the young students to convert 
the raw materials of Bengal into finished products to the admirathm 
of the peofde of the whole world. 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT BaMiirs I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 22,17,000 under the head “6. — Excise” be redhiced by 

Bs. 10 (to discuss the question of Licensing Boards). 

'! 

My dbject is to bring before the House what has been happening 
with regard io the Licensing Board, especially in Calcutta. I have no 
knowiedge of the mufassal ; I am a citisen of Calcutta; I was bom here 
aud have my life here and I presume I have a n|fht to say som^^ 
Hdnlf ow teitalf of Calcutta. So I will conflne my remarks to what 
Ids ltiq[>peiidd in the last two years in respect of the iLioeiising Board 

S 
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in Calcutta. 1 leave the old, old hktory alone m to how the Licensing* 
Board worked and how Governor after Governor, Viceroy alter 
Viceroy advocated the policy of having Licensing Boards in connec- 
tion with the excise administration of the country. 1 leave all thede 
matters of history alone. 1 shall coniine myself, as I have said, to 
what occurred in Calcutta and what occurred during the last two years. 

In 1928, my humble self was taken in as a member of the Licensing 
Board of Calcutta, not as representing Government, not representing 
any particular industry or institution but the Temperance Federation. 
Myself and another friend were kindly given seats on the liicenslhg 
Board constituted in May 1928. We worke<l smoothly, quite in a 
friendly way, we acted with the authorities for three of four months, 
but then suddenly we were obliged to cleai out. We were practically 
told that the Temi)erance men would not be tolerated any further. 
We were not told in that particular way but that was what happened. 
I happened to l)e one of those who waited uix)n Lord I^ytton at Govern- 
ment House with a request for seats for the Temperance Federation. 
His Excellency Lord liytton kindly considered the whole situation and 
then subsequently it so happened that two seats were given to the 
representatives of the Temi)ernnce Federation, but what transpired 
within the closei^ doors of the Excise Department or of the Minister 
I am not in a iwsition to say but within the next two or three montha 
we were told that the representatives of the Wine, Spirit, Beer and 
what not Association wanted special representation , and on what 
ground? The ground was that the Temperance Federation had special 
representation. If the representation came from the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce on behalf of trade we could have understood that, and 
when the matter was placed before the I’einperance Federation 
Revd. Herbert Anderson, who was our leader, thought that it was 
so insulting a proixwition that it could not l>e tolerated and we un- 
animously decided to cut off all connection with the Board! This 
was the way the thing was curried out. Then we waited as our resig- 
nations were not accepted for a jiretty long time. We were kept on 
th* 'teuifiirhooks' of suspense and we did not know in what direction 
the ‘balance Wihuld move. Then we were informed that the question 
of the Licensing Board had already been done away with and that 
there would be no Licensing Board for Calcutta for the year 1928-29. 
May I enquire froih tbe Minister — unfortunately the present Minister 
was not the gentleipan in possession at the time and what shots I may 
level against the Minister will perhaps not strike him, as he was not 
the^e; in any case I hhve to luldress him, as the head of the depart- 
ment against which I make my remarks — if it is not a fact that! 
Chloutta continued without a Licensing ' Board for at least one 
year. Maj^ I askn^y friends to tell us if it was not the Mttled pdli^^ 
of Government that there should always be a Licensing Board to- 
regulate the excise policy of Government or rather to medmte the 
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Govenunent. Why was that policy not adhered to? 
But; &e result was that there was no Licensing Board for one year. 
Th^ put came another Licensing Board. From that Licensing Board 
the Temperance Federation as the worst offender had been kept out 
altogether. I am not complaining about that but I should like to 
know why the Corpoi-ation of Calcutta was also keid out. The Corpo- 
ration was not a very militant temperance body — there sits iny friend 
Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, who will bear me out—most of the members 
of the Cor|x>ration who sat there as representatives tried their level 
best to go against the recommendations or motions which my humble 
self and others working for the temperaiu^e cause brought forward. 
But in spite of that the Calcutta Coi-poration, the premier Corjxiration 
in the whole of India and of the second city of the British Empire^ 
was not given a seat in the Licensing Board of Calcutta. Could there 
be anything more ludicrous than that the Licensing Boanl of Calcutta 
was without a representative of the Corporation of Calcutta? What 
I suggest is ihat these things were all done because sbmebfxly wanted 
to placate the Wine, Beer and Spirit Association. May I ask if it is 
seriously contended that a man who has to sell alchohol, spirit or 
similar thing should be allowed to sit on the Board? When his own 
pocket is going to l)e touched is he the person most to be relied upon 
and not men like myself who go there to imi>rove the (M)ndition of 
things from the teinijeranc^e jioint of view? However enamoured we 
may be of the TemiKoance Association, however sealous we may be of 
our cause we are not interestetl in any ix*cuniary way. 

5-30 p.m. 

And over and alxjve that it is ridiiailoiis that you should take away 
the franchise of the ("or[K)ration of Calcutta to send their representatives 
to the Licensing Board. Sir, this .sort of thing has lieeii going on 
for some time fmst. My friend has now reconstituted the Licensing 
Board. 1 have nothing to say about the [)ersonnel of the present 
Board but one |>oint strikes me. Here, again, the question has been 
decided on a racial and communal basis. There is one Hindu, ope 
Muhammadan and one Christian. 1 think the Board should have been 
oonetituted on popular lines, without any communal or racial bias. 
And if we are going in for communalism to this extent, it isv simidy 
nauseating. Sir, personally, I am not particularly anxious for a seat 
on the Board. I do consider it useless for anyone to sit on a Board 
when things like these are brought in. I was reading the discussions 
that took fdaoe last year. Our friend, Nawab Musharraf Hossain, 
whp was then Minister in charge of Excise, pointed out that some 
mmnbers of the Council troubled him with requests for seats on the 
Lioensmg Bopd^ 

Hf. FRiilDiNT: You need not refer to that. 
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Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT BAHADUR: Yes, Sir, I also feel in 
tlie same way. Well, Sir, leaving that alone, I appeal most 
sincerely to the jwesent Minister — I already have said that I do not 
hold him responsible for what took place last year — to see that all 
interests are properly represented on the Board, and the Corporation 
of Calcutta must also l)e given seats there. Then, Sir, men who are 
not iiiteiested in money matters — ^men whose pockets are not touched, 
should he the only persons who should have seats on the Licensing 
Board. 

(Here the Hon’ble Minister rose to reply.) 

Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERilEE: On a iK)int of order. Sir. 
If 1 remember aright, you said that there will be one general discus- 
sion on all the motions from No. JIO to No. 41, taken together. If 
the Hon’ble Minister is allowed to speak at this stage, shall we have 
further opportunities of speaking on these motions? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. These motions have been moved, but as 
the guillotine falls at 6 oVlock, I think that the Hon’ble Minister 
should! speak atl^his stage. If there is time after that, members will 
be at liberty to speak on them or on the main demand. 

TIni Hoffi’bto KMnar 8HIB SHEKHAREiWAR RAY: Sir, we had 
a ver>^ interesting and illuminating debate on the excise policy of 
Government, and I am grateful to the hon’ble members for the criti- 
cisms offered by them. Some of the points raised in the debate have 
already been discussed by me, and tlie attitude of Government with 
regard to them has been explained to the House. Sir, the question 
of total prohibition is a serious one, but I ought to tell the House at 
once that in the opinion of Government the adoption of the policy of 
total prohibition in Bengal is outside the range of practical politics 
at the present moment. In CM}ming to this decision Government lay 
efM»cii»l sUess t>n two important factors. Firstly, Government do not 
think that thnr social and economic condition of Bengal is such as 
would permit the introduction of total prohibition in Bengal. Sir, 
a comparison with Americ'a i.s of no material help to us in 
The greatest patrons of intoxicants in Bengal are the labeuring dasees. 
The social conditions of these classes in America are quite diBerent 
fuMtt what exist in Bpngal. They enjoy an amoui^t social aamnity 
which ie unknown to the people of Bengal. Sir, lor intiodiwsiiig total 
ppdiibftioiii. m Bengal, we must prepare the groundy an was done in 
America by’ ^philanthropic and selfless workers. In this coMWctiodiy 
Sir, I am ratl^r furious to know why, while the mover haa mentMod 
America as a country adopting total prohibition, he ken mada no 
re&irence to Norway or Sweden, where the policy of to^d prohibition 
was tried and abandoned. ^ 
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wiik rafereace to ihe suggBstioa of my esteemed friead Kkea 
Baliplar Asisul Haqae that somethiag* shoald be done to reduce excise 
sho^ in industrial areas, I might assure my esteemed frmd that 
the matter is under the consideration of Gbyemmmiti and as their 
representative, I shall be most gi*ateful to the Khan Bahadur and 
other friends for the advice which they might offer to me in this 
connection. Sir, the House is aware that during the last few years 
we have considerably increased the rates and duties on excisable 
articles and have made drastic reductions in the number of shops. In 
the ordinary circumstances the dearness of price and want of facili- 
ties should have considerably affected our revenues. That this has 
not been so proves c<mclusivcly that the social and e<‘f)nomic condi- 
tions of the countiy^ do not favour a total prohibition. Any attempt 
to do so would not only give rise* to widespread discontent in the 
(rountiy, hut would encourage extensive smuggling and illicit sale and 
manufacture of drugs and sjnrits, which it would be almost im])ossible 
for the Government to cope with. 

Sir, the other iini)ortaiit matter for c<msidenition in this connection 
is our revenue. Any drastic step towards the iutiodutdion of total 
prohibition would affect our revenue from ex<‘ise, whi(di is al)out a 
quarter of the total revenue of Bengal 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: On a }>oiiit of order. 
Sir. The Hon’ble Minister seems to be replying to a motion rec(»m- 
mending total prohibition. There is no such motion Wfore us. Our 
recommendation is to accept total prohibition as the g«»al. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is only u thin line of demarcalion lielween 
the two aspects of the case for the purpose of a reply. 

Tim Hon’Me Kumar SHIB SHEKHAREWAR RAY: and that 

in a manner which would hardly be commensurate with the benefit 
to be obtained from the so-culled total prohibition. It will, I hope, 
therefore, be appreciated by all right-thinking men that total t)>rohibi- 
tion is impracticable in the present condition of the country. But 
the actual policy of Government now in operation is achieving the same 
end by more satisfactory methods. It may be a slow process, but it 
is a sure process which would ultimately eradicate the evil by gradually 
bringing abo4it a change in the habit of the peofde. 

Sir, I now come to the motion of Rtii Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt, 
dealing with the Licensing Board in Calcutta. Sir, the reasons for 
an entirely nominated Board ia Calcutta is a siid story which must 
be known to many members of this House. It cost a Minister his 
job. I, Sir, do not wish to enter into the detafls here, but I would 
like the House to believe me that a drastic change in constitution 

ot the Board in Calcutta had become absolutely necessary to put affairs 
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liglit, but 1 am glad to state that the present Board is working very 
well, and I am in a position to assure my friends that we propose to 
revert to a mixed Licensing Board with a non-official majority as soon 
as it would be possible to do so. 

6-45 p.m. 

Sir, my esteemed friends Rai Bahadur Dr. Hundhan Dutt and Sir 
Nilratan Sarcar Jiave raised a very important point in referring to the 
duties on alcohol used for indigenous toilet preparations. I might tell 
my fi*iends that we follow the policy which is in vogue in the rest of 
India, except Bombay, and Burma, and our main reason in levying 
a higher duty is that scents are a luxury for the rich people, and as 
the duty ultimately falls on the (gnsumers of the scents, there is no 
reason why the rich people should esc^j)e the usual duty. But, Sir, 
since the recript of the notice of this motion I liave come to see the 
question from another angle of vision. I find that our first considera- 
tion should 1)6 to help the development of an indigenous industry and 
I quite realise that some lightening of the burden would go a long 
way to help the industry of Indian ])erfuniery. But how l>est to help 
the industry would require a little further examinafitm of details. I 
am much obliged to my estc^emed fiiend Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan 
Dutt for drawing the attention of Government to this matter, and I 
would request him to leave the matter safely in my hands for disposal. 
With these words I request the movers of various cuts to withdraw 
their motions. Perhaps they would be pleased to do so and give me 
a chance to work properly up to their suggestions. 

RaVt B. A. NAG : Sir, T beg to move that the demand of Rs. 22,17,000 
under the head ^‘6. — Excise’^ l)e reduced by Re. 1 (to call attention to 
the danger of increasing income from Excise). 

In doing so T would like to draw the attention 0 |f the Hon^ble 
Minister to the danger of gmwingly increasing income from excise. 
I may b« told, Sir, thai bunches of such resolutions have been moved 
in this (\>uhcif: why then this again? In reply, I would say that I 
feel like the minister who when appointed to a new church began to 
preach the same sermon eveiy Sunday morning and evening, and 
when the congregation got a little tired and waited upon him for an 
explanation, he said: '^Friends, have you realised the ideal of my 
sermon in your daily life? If not, I am afinid I would go on preach- 
ing the same sermon until vou have carried into practice what I have 
said.” That is my reply to Government. Until they cany out the 
ideal of prohibtion, as desired by the people, this sort of motipna 
will coiie over and over again. I have yet another reason and that is 
this: 1 1 am awlue, Sir, that in our Hon’ble Minister we have got nne 
who is extremely anxious to do good to the people. Here, tUs 
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will give him an occasion to test the intensity of his desire 
aWi^Vill give him an opportunit}^ of saving thousands of starving and 
iil^icared for wives and children of the poor from their alow death and 
moral niination. I i^ish I could take the Hon*hle Minister to scmie of 
the bt/stees of the poor people and I wish I could show him the miseries 
various forms and degrees from which they suffer. I feel confident 
that he would agree at once that the present policy of the Government 
should he changed immediately. Whether he would admit it in this 
Council would probably depend upon the state of his administrative 
conscience, for the need of money for administrative purposes has led 
many a man astmy, and I shall not be siurprised if the Hon’ble 
Minister were one of them. We wert» told yesterday t>f the excise 
policy of Government and even to-day we have been reminded that 
that policy is likely to eradicate the evil fmm our province. Sir, 1 
beg to differ from that view, because eveiy tree is judge<l by its fruit, 
and judged by that standard the Government policy has utterly failed. 
It has brought about no decrease in consumption. Is that a bold state- 
ment? Sir, that is not my statement; that is the Government state- 
ment. In their report of 1928-29, in page 8, they say: “the (hnuease 
in the districts of Murshidabad was 16 7 per c^nt., Jessore 14 per 
cent., Birbhum 18-8 per cent., Burdwan 10 5 i^er cent., Bankura 9’7 
per cent., and Nadia 9 1 per cent.“ Do they say that that was due to 
Government policy? No, Sir. they say it was due to had ec’onomio 
condition of the consiumers owing to the failure of winter crops in the 
previous year. In Burdwan it is said to be due to the general depres- 
sion in coni trade. If we read the next paragraph w^here the increase 
has been explained, we find that the increusi> in Midnapore was due to 
the successful dete<dion of some illicit distillation cases in the jungle 
area, the influx of upcountrv labourers also account for the increase, 
while the better outturn of inangoe and pa4ldy cr(>iw is said to be the 
reason for the increase<l consumption in Maldu. Thciefore, it seems 
that Government does not mind robbing the poor fanyple of any surjdus 
money they may have in any year, and impoverishing them. Tt is 
for this reason that T sjiy that the Government policy is not respon- 
sible for any decrease in consumption. On the other hand, increasing 
income is a sure indication of the spread of this evil habit, for instance, 

I would read from page 11 of the same report. Speaking on con- 
sumption in iBengal of foreign liquors this report says that whereas 
in 1924-2b, they sold 225,000 gallons of spirits, in 19^29, they sold 
235,816 gallons. Then, again, in 1924-26, whereas they sold 87,388 
gallons of wines, in 1928-29, they sold 39,261 gallons. Then about 
fjeers, in 1924-26, they sold 391,717 gallons, but in 1928-29, they sold 
541,142 gallons. So, there has been a steady increase. Tliere may 
be a kittle fluctuation, but the increase is there. Therefore, I am 
sorry to say fiat giving any solace to any administrative conemenoe 
that €k>venimeni policy is carrying out decrease in consumption is 
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laythicaL Sir, I am prepared to believe, aa a matter of theory,, 
that decrease of consumption is not incompatible with increase of 
revenue. But if it does happen, if it happ^s at all, it means a mtudl 
more serious thing; for, what does it meanJ^ It means, say for 
instance, with 20 per cent, less coniiumens, they are prepoied-— so 
addicted to the evil habit — to pay 50 per cent, more in price, and Gov- 
ernment thereby benefits to the extent of 20 per cent, more in 
revenue. So, it shows that this evil habit has got such a hold on tho 
people that let them do what they like, they cannot get out of th^ 
tyrannous grip of it. But the greatest danger is here. If the in- 
come is increasing every year, the day is ^ming sooner or later — I 
hope sooner nvther than later — when Government will yield to the 
people’s appeal and adopt prohibition, and the question then will be 
how are we to make up this loss of revenue. Therefoj'e, I would say 
we should make every effort to revise our excise policy. My friend 
Ehan Bahadur Maulvj Azizul Haque has suggested, if I heard him 
aright, that we should be prepared even to pay a tax to relieve our 
province of this evil of drink and drug habit. If he has said so,. 
I am prepared to support him. I will tell you why, because this* tax 
is being paid by the poor people. Who pays these rupees two crorea 
and twenty-eight lakhs? It is an unequal distribution of tax. It 
is paid by the poor people. You have to add to it 50 per cent, of the 
profits made by the shop-keepers and then realise what our poor people 
are made to pay for this drink habit. My friend Mr. Campbell 
Forrester 

(The time allotted for the discussion of the grant under the head 

— Excise” having been reached the member had to resume his. 
seat.) 

6 p.ni. 

The motion that the demand of Its. 22,17,000 under the head ”6. — 
Excuse” be reduced by Ra. 22,16,999, was then put and a divimoo 
taken with the following result; — 


AYES. 


AkinM, Mauivi t»aiatiai<ia« 

All, aumlYl HaNan. 

•akin, Maaivi tfwl MajM. 

BamrJIi Ihr. E. 

BaentrjM, lalNi JitMralaK 
o n au iia irt , MAimn AtHnitiiadiii. 
OlMtiaiiiirir^ MaaN^ WHral Akiar. 
Eatarji, MaMijd nm RaimMii kiuui. 
YaiiailBii, AuMNa MiaMiiiiaMai* 

AMM, Or. hauHya oatiA; 

Haldm, MaAlti AM«|. 

MtuAMiiiv. IIUMiiif AviiA laf ayMIn 

Naaai, Kan liMaaat, 


HMsaia, Matilti Ka li a a ia i jd . 

Malti, Mr. It ] 

MaaMrifs, Mr. ayamapraiaa. 
nay, oaOa KUttiar Malwia. 
iiMit, Oatoii Hatani. 

Ray, OalNi Rarilwiina. 

Ray, OabM Satytaira Nalli, 

Ray, Mr. Miaatl ilMklwrttRar. 

Roy Ch aiaHi aH , Mm Mafi Otanira. 
taraar. On Sir Niiralam^ 

SMI Oapta, Or. MarM* MaMra. , 
snail, MaaRfi Asaai tikalii. 
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■al, torat etmm^nL 

9mm0p M MMar ranitfc (Mmuminu 

■aniii, Hai taiifb FmmImiim. 

■mm Hr. murmtn Kmmmr. 

mm iir. ■. m. 

OmmiIH, Hr. A. 

ClMUKlMrl, ■»§■» Maitivi NMtuir 

■mImmim. 
eiarfc. Hr. I. A. 

Cmmt, Mr. C. ■. 

DmIn, Mr. 0. R. 

IIM> RMlMi iatyMiArM Kumar. 

Oatf Rai latatfur Kamini Kumar. 

Data, Mr. A. 4. 
ia ma a , Mr. ft. A. 

rarauMi* m HairMa Khan ■ahaHM' 
K. 0. M. 

rarrmtar, Mr. 4. Camphatl. 

Cangult, Ral tahlh tutil Kumar. 

Ohoah, Mr. M. C. 

■hath, Ral ■ahaUur Ahathanlui Kumar. 
Ohuinavi, tha Han'bla AlhatfJ tir AMal- 
karim. 

Quha, Mr. n. N. 

Oumar, Mr. G. W. 

HabHMiiiali, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haquai Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiitul. 

Hacf, Mr. B. n. 

Haaain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur, 
huaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Kaaam, Mautvi Abui. 

Khan. Khan tahib Mauivi Muaiiam All. 
Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 


Marr, tha llmi*Ma Mr. A. 

MaGiuaiaa, Mr. i. f • 

■IlnWri WN iVMI^N W WW^Immmm iMWNWV* 

Mah a rly , tha Mmi*Ma Mr. A. N. 

Muhharji, Rhi BuhaBur Butlah BhauBrn. ' 
Mub h ap a Bh a ya, Ral iaMh Barat OhanBra^ 
MuMlab, Mr. MuhuaBa Bahary. 

NaBt Mw ara aB B. A. 

NaiimuBBtn, tha Naa'bla Mr. Khwaia. 
Ormand, Mr. B. G. 

Rianall, Mr. L. B. 

Rrantlaa, Mr. W. 0. M 
Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur* 

Ray, tha Nan'Ma Kumar Bhib BhahhBrw 
aawar, 

Ray Ohaudhurl, Mr. K. 0. 

Ray, Maharaja 4aBaBlah Nath, af OinaRNM 
Ray, Mr. Bijay PraaaB tlngh. 

Ray, Mr. Sallmwar tlnch. 

Ray, Mr. Barat Kumar. 

Ruahlarth, Mr. P. V. 

BaaBatullah, Mauivi Muhammad, 
tahana, Babu Batya Kinkar. 

Barkar, Bir 4adunath. 

Sarkar, Rai Bahlb Rabati Mohan. 

Btaplaton, Mr. H. B. 

Btaan, l.t'Bal. N. B. 

Btavana, Mr. H. B. B. 

Thampaon, Mr. W. N. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wardaworth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayew beiiijf 25 and the Noea 63, the motion waa loat. 

The motion that the demand of Its. 22,17,(KK> under the head “6. — 
Excise’* be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion on the excise- 
policy of Government) was then put and a division taken with the 
following result : — 


AYES. 


Ahmad, Mauivi Bhamauddfn. 

AM, Mauivi Haaaan. 

Bakah, Mauivi Byad Majid. 

■anarjl, Mr. P. 

Bamiarjaa, Babu 4itandralal. 

Mma, Mr. B. M. 

Bhaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauhri Alfmut- 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Aahraffuddin. 
Gh BB dht M y, MBUivl Numi Ahaar. 
Ch a wd h u r y , Mauivi Abdul Ohanl. 

OuU, Ral Bahadur Dr. HaHdhan. 
luaufli, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
PaMuBah, Mauhri Muhammad. 

Bhaaa, Dr. Amuiya Ratan. 

MBfcim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Hn ih iMK i Mafvl Byad JaiaiuBdiii. 
nmkt Mhhu Mahadur Mauivi Axinii. 


Karim, Mauhri Abdul. 

Kasam, Mauhri Abuk 

Khan, Khan Bahlb Mauivi Muaxtam AR.. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddln. 

Lai Muhammad, Mali. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Maakarjaa, Mr. Byamapraaad. 

Nag, Bahu Buk Lai. 

Nag, Rtvarand B. A* 

Rahman, Mr. A. P^r 
Rahman, Mr. A. f, M. Ahdur- 
Rauf, Babu Hamnl. 

Ray, Babu Narlbanaa. 

Ray, Babu Batyandm NbMl 
R ay, Mr. Burnt Kuumr. 

Ray, Mr. Bhahtt BhtbhBrmUMU^ 

Ray Obaudburi, Pabu Ham Gbuudrtu 
Saadatullah, Mauivi MubummmL 


NBM Hr, A. K* ruikil, 


Ban, Rai Babib Akshay KuBMr. 
Bhub, Mauivi Abdul Humid. 
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M, Mr. Sar«t Cluuidnk 
Ma I MMi, Mi MMdHr DcMMr* Matk. 
•AtMrJi, Rfti MMitfiir KMlMb ClMfidrA. 
HufiWf fifti Sabito PaiMbaiiaii. 

•MiriMliliiit Maul Vi Mohafflinab. 

CatMlIt, Mr. A, 

Cbaudburi, Khan Bahadur Mauivi MaAiur 
Rahman. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cooptr, Mr. C. 0. 

Oaln, Mr. C. R. 

Mat, Bahtt Batyandra Kumar. 

Oath, Mr. A. 4, 

Vamon, Mr. Q. A. 

Faroqul, tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 
K. 0. M. 

Vorraatar, Mr. 4. Camaball. 

Oansull, Ral Bahlh Butll Kumar. 

Qhaah, Mr. M. C. 

IMiaah, Ral Bahadur Bhathanka Kumar. 
Mhumavi, tha Han^bla AlhadJ BIr Ahdal- 
karim. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Oumar, Mr, C. W. 

Mabihullah, Navrab Khwaja. 

HobBi Mr. a. P. 

Moaain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Muaaaln, Maulvt Latafat 
Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 


Marr, Mia NaiiMla Mr. A. 

MaCluakia, Hr. B. T« 

MIttar, tha HaR'Ma Mr Bravaah Ohaaiar. 
Maharfy, tha HaaM Mr. A* N. 

Mttkharji, Rai Bahadur Batiah Chaudra, 
Mukhohadhaya, Ral BaMh Barat hhhhdtM 
Mulliak, Mr. Mukuada Bihary* 

Nailmuddin, tha Nan'Ma Mr. Khamla. 
Ormand, Mr. t. 0. 

PInnall, Mr. L. 0. 

Prantloa, Mr. W. D. RL 
Ray, tha HaalMa Kumar Bhlh Bhahhar 
aawar. 

Ray Ohaudhuri, Mr. K. 0. 

Ray, Maharaja Jagadlth Nath, af Otuajpar. 
Ray, Mr. Bljay Praaad ihigh. 

Ray, Mr. Baiiaawar tingh. 

Ruahfarth, Mr. F. V. 

Bahana, Baku Batya Kinkar. 

Barkar, BIr dadunath. 

Barkar, Rai Bahib Rabati Mahan. 

BtapiPton, Mr. H. E. 

Btaan, Lt'Cal. H. B. 

Btavant, Mr. H. t. E. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travart, Mr. 'W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wardtworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 48 and the Noes 53, the motion was lost. 


6-16 p.in. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 22,17,000 under the head “6. — 
Excise” be reduced by lls. 100 (to discuss the Government policy re- 
garding prohibition) was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Ahmad, Mauivi Bhamtuddin. 

All, Mauivi Haaaan. 

Banarjl, Mr. P. 

Bannarjaa, Baku ditandralal. 

Maaiiy Baku 4alindra Rath. 

Basu Mr. Marandra Kumar. 

Raaa, Mr. A. M. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Aahrafuddin. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Rural Abaar. 
Butt, Ral Bahadur Or. Narldhan. 
FaifuBah, Mauhrl Muham mad. 

Bhaaa, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Maklm, Mauhrt Ahduk 
Naahwny, Mauhrl Byad Hlal uddlu. 
MBRUi, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiifut. 
Kkii iiudadul. 

Matalm Rkwah BRw h arru t, Khuu BM 


HMtaIn, Mauhrl Muhammad. 

Huq, Khan Bahih Mauivi Batiul. 

Mini. Mr. A. K. Faihul. 

Karim, Mauhrl Ahdiil. 

Khan, Khan Bahih Mauivi Muaitam Ail. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamituddln. 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. 

Moakarjaa, Mr. tyamapraaad. 

Rkut, Bahtt HumuI. 

Ray, Babu Harihanaa. 

Ray, Bahtt Batyandra Math. 

Ray, Maharaja dagadlvh NatlL af BMalpur.* 
Ray, Mr. Barat Kumar. > 

Baraar, Dr. Sir NUratan. a 

bmi ouBt% Or. mmm 

Bhah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 
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ial Hr. 


Hr. Sartt Cfumtfra. 


NatH. 


nai taliito ranaliaiiafi. 
t a i i n iidia, Maulvi Watiawwaad. 

CtililN, Mr. A. 

eiMuiiliiiri, Or. Jat t a dra Ckaadra. 

n, KAan Oaliadiir Maalvt Hataur 


V''«“ 


Olarfc, Mr. I. A. 

C atptr, Mr. C. C. 

Oala, Mr. 0. R. 

Oat, oaba tatirtndra Kaaiar. 

Oat, flai Oaiiadiir KaminI Kuaiar. 
Oatli, Mr. A. 4 , 

•attan, Mr. 0. A. 


K. 0. M. 

Farrtittr, Mr. 4 . CampMll. 

Oanguli, Rai tahib tutil Kumar. 

Obatli, Mr.^M. C. 

Oiiatb, Rai Rabadar Miatiiaalui Kiamar. 
Obumari, tht Haa'bit AlbadJ tlr Abdtl- 


Ir. P. N. 

Ouratr, Mr. C. W. 
Nabibullah, Nawab Kbwaja. 
Hagg, Mr. 0. P. 

Nmtalfi, Maulvi Latafat 


Kbaa, Mr. Raiaar Rabiaaa. 


MaOlaabia, Mr. I. T. 

Mittar, tba Haa'bit Sir Pravatb Cbua dtf. 
Mabtrty, tba Haa'Ma Mr. A. N. 

Mahbaril, Rai Rabadar Ratitb Obaadim. 
Mulllab, Mr. Mabiiada Rabary. 

Nag, Rav ara a d R. A. 

NailaiiiddHi, tba Haa*bla Mr. lOnaala. 
Oraiaad, Mr. I. 0. 

Piaaall, Mr. L. 0. 

Praatiaa, Mr. W. O. R. 

Ray. tba Haa*bla Kaaiar tblb ibabbar- 
at war. 

Ray Obaudburi. Mr. K. 0. 

Ray, Mr. RIjay Pratad tlaib. 

Ray, Mr. tallaawar iiagb. 

RUtbfartb, Mr. P. V. 
tabaaa. Raba gatya Klnkar. 

•arbar, Sir dadunatb. 

•arbar, Rai taMb Rabat! Maban. 
ttaplatan, Mr. N. 1. 
itaaa, tt-Cal. H. R. 
ttavana, Mr. H. t. I. 

Thaaiptan, Mr. W. N. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. N. J. 

Wardawartb, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 33 and the Noes 63, the motion was lost 


Rai Or. HARIOHAN DUTT Bahadur: Sir, will you please give 
your ruling as to whether it is permissible to prominent member of this 
House to take his stand at the doors leading to a particular lobby and in 
this way preventing or persuading members to vote in a particular way? 


Mr. PRESIDENT; It is certainly not permissible, hut ray notice 
should hare been drawn to it at the right moment. 


SMni JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I go into the matter 
in detail, Sir? Is it proper for the Hon’ble Minister to stand at the 
doors of a particular lobby and canvass personally for support even 
to the extent of preventing members from voting in a particular way? 


jMr* tiflll. BME; Is the Hon’ble Minister in order^ Sip, to regard 
the result of this vote, if adverse, as a vote cd censure dh hiiii?> 
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Mr. FREilDENT: It is not poMlble for me to take cognisance of 
wkat happened behind my back and it is for the Hon’ble Minister to 
say whether the charges levelled against him are true or not. (The 
Hon’ble Minister remained silent.) 

In this connection I may say that while a division is in progress I 
oftener than not hnd members loitering about in the Chamber, en- 
gaged in conversation. It is not possible for the Chair to anticipate 
what the subject of such conversations may be. I have often warned 
them against such a practice and repeatedly told them that I oould 
not keep the doors open indefinitely. I' must say that I have the 
power to close the doors whenever I like and if members do not pay 
heed to polite requests from the Chair, the Chair shall exercise that 
power in future. 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

‘‘That the demand of Rs. 22,17,000 under the head ‘6. — Excise' 
be reduced by R». 100 (to urge the acceptance of policy of prohibition 
to be given practical effect to in course of a fixed number of years, and 
as the first step towards the measure, the immediate reduction in the 
number of excise shops in labour areas and in areas generally affected 
by distress).” 

“That the demand of Rs. 22,17,{KK) under the head ‘6. — Excise' 
be reduced by Rs. 60 (to discuss the question of duties on alcohol used 
for indigenous toilet preparations).” 


6-30 p.in. 

The motion thu< the demand of Rs. 22,17,000 under the head 
”6. — Excise” l)e reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss the question of Licen- 
sing Boards) was then put and a division taken with the following 
result: — 


AYES. 


AiMMa, MahIyI ilMUMtlMin. 

AH, MaiHvI Mutwi. 

■alitk, Mattlvl tyti M«JM. 

UmrlU Mr. S. 

Bamisritt, Sabu Jittntfralal. 
SM% Mr. t. M. 

OiNNMiliuri, Maulvl StlirsfMlrfln. 
OSMidliiiry. Maulvi Neral AbMr. 
Sim, Mai BAlMkSiir Or. MfrMliaii. 
fapMiaii, MaiMvi MatHuniMS. 
rnkm^ MawMI AMIIL 
MaMitmy, Maattl SyMl MaHMMHi. 
MtSlMk KMl tSMMM. 


HtMAin, Maulvi I 
Hua, Khali tahib Mauivi Sailul. 
HWh Mr. A. K. rtlMI. 
lUriiB, Maalvl Abitil. 

MooktrjM, Mr. tyaiiMMwaMiK. 
MMb b tp«M i> y>, llAl tablb tamt 
niMit, Babu MoMai. 

Play, Babii tatyaiitfra Natb. 

Roy, Mr. tarat Kmaar. 

•araar. Or. Sir Nilrataii. 

Sta Suafa. Or. NutmIi i 
Sham Mauivi AbSul MamM. 
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tmt CiwMirak. 

Rai BaluiMr P ta t i wir a Natk. 
•aaaf^ Rai MMular Kaaliak Chanara. 
RaniM% Rai taliik Raaaliaaaa. 

RaiiriNldia, Maati^i Wa l i a wiai» a « 

Cattallt, Mr. A. 

OliatMlIiitrl, Ktian Raliaaiir MaiMvl HaAtar 
RalNnan. 

Claff1^ Mr. I. A. 
e taj u r, Mr. 0. C. 

Gain, Mr. 0. R. 

Mat, Raba tatyaatfra Kaawr. 

Oaak, Mr. A. 4. 

CaMon, Mr. 0. A. 

Paraqal, tht NanlMa Khaa RaHaiar 

K. 0. M. 

rarrattar, Mr. 4. Caaipkatl. 

Oaagall, Rai talMb RatN Kaaiar. 

Gliaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Qliaafc, Rai Rahadar >hatfiaaka Kaan^. 
Mkuiaavi, tha Haa'bla Alhaai Sir Abial- 
karim. 

Oaba, Mr. F. N. 

Caraar« Mr. 0. W. 

Nablbauah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Han. Mr. R. F. 

Maaaia, NawaR Maabarraf, Kbaa Rabadar. 
Muatala, Maabrl^ latafat 
fCaaaai, Maabrl Abat. 

Kbaa, Mr. Raiaar Rabaiaa. 


Marr, tba HaiFWa Mr. A. 

MaCiaakia» Mr, I. T, 

Mittar, tba Haa'Ma Sir Fraaatb Cbaa dar. 
MabaHy, tba Haa'Ma Mr. A. N. 

Malliak, Mr. MakaaRa Rabanf. 

Nag, Ravaraatf R. A. 

Nailawddla, tba Haa'Ma Mr. KMaala. 
Oraiaatft Mr. I. 0. 

Fiaaall, Mr. L. R. 

Fraatfaa, Mr. w. 0. RL 
Rabaiaa, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, tba Haa'Ma Kamar RMb Ibabbar* 

Ray Gtaudbari, Mr. K. 0 

Ray, Mabaraja 4afailab Hath, at OlaabHir. 

Ray, Mr. Rijay Fraaad Ibiib. 

Ray, Mr. tallaawar tlafb. 

Ray, Mr. tbaatl tlMkliararaar. 

Rutbfartb, Mr. F. V. 

•abaaa, Raba tatya Kiakar. 

•arfcar, Sir 4adaiiatb. 

•artiar, Rai tahib Rabat! Mabaa. 
•URlataa, Mr. H. I. 

•taaa, Lt-Oal. H. R. 
ttavaat, Mr. H. t. I. 

TbaaipMa, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twyaaai, Mr. N. 4. 

Wardtwartb, Mr. W. C. 


The AyeH l>einfr 26 and the Noh. 56, the motion waA lost. 


(At 6-36 p.ni., the Council adjourned for prayer and it re*aHAembhMl 
at 6-46 p.m.) • 


The motion that the demand of Rs. 22,17,000 under the head “6.— 
Excise’’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to caII attention to the danger of in- 
creasing income from excise) was then put and a division taken with 
the following result — 


Rhaiaa, Maaivi tbaai^ia. 

AH, Maaivi Ha«aa. 

RabMb Maaivi tyai MaJM. 
H Rbii' il, Mr. P, 

Raaaarlaa, Raba 4}taBdralai. 
HMH Mr. H a iaaRr a KaaMr. 
Cbaa R bar ii^Maatvl AiiraftMiia. 


I MTsaftary Maaivi NarM Abtar. 


Hahiav Maaivi Abiai. 

Mi^ Ryai itmrnmWu 


AYER. 


Hataala, Maabrl Mabaavaai. 
Haa, Kbaa RaMb Maabrl RaMM. 
Haq, Mr. A. K. Fbll^ 
iai Mubaaiaiai, Hajl. 

Maa fca rjaa, Mr. RyaaiaRrafad. 
Haf^ RWMvatf R. A 
Raw Raba M H ya aRr a Malb. 
•araar, Hr* Sir Milrataa, 

•aa Rapta, Or. HanMi RbaRM. 
ihab, Maaivi AbRal HaaiiA 
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•al, Mr. tanit Chamira. 

M ar ma, flai tahib faatlianaa. 

■atinaMiiif Maufvi MaMaiaitd. 

OatMlIt, Mr. A. 

ObawiNirl, lOiaa baliaaiir Maulvl HaAnir 
Maiaaaa. 

Olarkt Mr. I. A. 

Ham, Mr. a R. 

DaMi, Mr. A. 4. 
latMli, Mr. Q. A. 

Fartauf, tli« Kuan Raliaaar 

K. 0. M. 

Pariatttr, Mr. 4. CamiRMtI. 

Qancttli, Rai Sahib SimII Kumar. 

Rhaah, Mr. M. C. 

ahumavi, tht Han’bU AlhatfJ Sir AbSal- 
karim. 

Ouba, Mr. F. N. 

Ounitr, Mr. C. W. 

Habibuilah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Hassi, Mr. a. P. 

Haaaiii, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan lahadur. 
Nuasaln, Maulvl LaUfat. 

Kaaam, Maulvl Abut. 

Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 


Marr, tha NaalMa Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha HaiFblm Sir Fravaaii Oiumaar. 
MabaKy, tha Manila Mr. A. M. 

Mukbarji, Ral Rahaaur tatlah Obaaira. 
Mukbaaaabaya, Ral tablb Sarat Ohaaira. 
MuMiafc, Mr. Mufcuiiaa Rahary. 

Nailmutftfin, tha Han'bla Mr. Khwala. 
Fianall, Mr. L. R. 

Frantlav, Mr. W. D. RL 
Ray, tha Han*bla Kumar Sbib Sbahbar 
atwar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Rbut, Rabu Haaaai. 

Ray, Mr. Rijay Fraaad Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sallatwar Sbigh. 

RMthfartb, Mr. F. V. 

Sarkar, Sir Sadunatb. 

Sarkar, Rai Sabib Rabat! Mahan. 

San, Rai Sahib Ahabay Kumar. 

SUplatan, Mr. H. E. 

Staan, Lt-Cal. H. R. 

Stavant, Mr. N. S. S. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes Iwiiig: ^nd the Noes 46, the motion was lost. 

The motion that a sum of lis. !ii2,17,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “6. — Excise*^ then put and agreed to. 

rile time-limit under the head “6. — Kx<‘ise” having been expired the 
following motions were not put: — 

Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: “That the demand of tts. 22,17,000 
under the head ‘6. — Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to take steps to intro- 
duce prohibition in the Province).'’ 

Rli Of. HARIDHAN DUTT ORhldur: “That the demand of 
R». 22,17,000 under the head *6. — Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
raise the (|uestion of the excise policy of the Government regarding 
chandu and charas). 

Mr. MUKUMITA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 
Rs. 22,17,000 under the head ‘6,— Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (general 
policy with reference to backward classes).” 


Tr-Btanipi. 

TIir Hoii*Mr A. MARRs »^ir, on the i eommendation of His 
Excellency the Gdvemor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 7,73,000 
be granted for expendiltit^ under the head “7. — Stamps.** 

The details of this demand will be found on pages 504!i7 of 
Budget Estimate and on page 32 of the Financial Statement. It wffl 



19^ DEMANDS FOE GRANTS, m 

be hem there that in the current year we prenrided Re. 8,47,000 
undfif /this head. On the strength of the latest figures, we have put 
thej^vised at Rs.. 7,43,000 and next year's budget at Rs. 7,73,000,* 
that U to say we have provided for an inciease of Rs. 30,000. That 
mcrea^ is accounted for altogether under four heads. Thei'o is a 
small increase under the head “Pay of officers" due to uomal incre- 
ments under the time-scales of pay. There is also a little increase 
under “Pay of establishment,” due to two items: the first is the 
pay of two clerks and four menials for two new branch dei>ots at 
Hatiya and Sandwip. These two branch depots had to be established 
to remove the inconvenience felt by litigants at these island stations. 
The other is the entertainment of one temimrary clerk for the 
destruction of 8[x>ilt stamps at the Chlcutta colleotorate. That work 
was formerly done by the Controller of Stam)>s at Nasik; we have to 
do it now. 

Then under the head “Contingencies” we have to provide for a 
little increase owing to the increase of freight for transporting stamps 
from Nasik to the different districts in the province. I think members 
of this House know now that all our stamps are printed at the Nasik 
Security Pre6s. So the more stamps we sell, the more we have to 
bring from there. 

The fourth item is under the hea<l “Charges for the sale of Stamps 
(discount).” There is an inciease of Rs. 18,000 under this head. 
This has been explained in the last sentence of tJie note in the green 
hook: “Charges for the sale of stamps vnrj^ with the receipts, and 
«s an increase in revenue from non-judicial stamjvs is antici[>ate<l next 
year, increased provision for iwyment of discount to vendors has been 
made.” That accounts for the increase under this head for next 
year. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Rai Bahadur SATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdI: “That the demand 
of Rs. 25,674 under the head ‘7A. — Stamps — Super! niendence — Pay 
[)f clerks* be reduced by Rs. 3,342.” 

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED S “That the demand of Rs. 50,000 
under the he4d ‘7A. — Stamps — A — ^non-judicial — Superintendence' be 
reduced by Rs. 5,000 (to raise a discussion about the policy and expen- 
iiture involved).” 

Rai Bahaddr BATItH CHANDRA MUKHARdll “Thai the 
lemand of Rs. 50,000 under the head ‘7A. — Stamps — Superintendence' 
be redaeed fcy Rs. 5,000.” 
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Mailivi SHAMtUDDIN AHMfOl ^ ‘That the demand Rn. 25,000 
under the head ‘7. — Stamps — B — Judicial — Superintendence* be reduced 
•by Rs. 20,000 (to raise a discussion about the policy and* expenditure 
involved).** 

Millivi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 7,7*3,0(M) 
under the head ‘7. — Stamps* be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention 
to the exorbitant rate of stamp duties).** 

Khm SalNli M«iHi BAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I hefs; to move 

The Hofl’blo Mr. A. MARR: On a point of order, Sir. I do not 
know if this motion is in order. This very thing was discussed under 
motion No. 12, under Land Revenue. The matter was fully explained 
by Sir Provash. The same point is raised in motion No. 85. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I taka it that the member means that on account 
of the particular provision in the Tenancy Act to which he refers there 
may be fall in revenue under Stamps. This motion appears to be based 
on that assumption. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: Sir, that is so. 

7 p.m. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
^mand of Rs, 7,73,000 under the head “7. — Stamps** be reduced by 
Re. 1 [to discuss about fall of revenue, consequent on the passing of 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act]. 

Sir, it is now an admitted fact that the Act has not been accepted 
by those for whose supposed benefit it was passed. We learnt from the 
speech of the Hon*ble the Finance Member that there is a fall of revenue 
amounting to Rs. 10 lakhs in stamp and Rs. 18 lakhs in regiatmtion 
fees in the Uuri|ent year. He had to admit that this great decline in 
revenue is due to some of the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act. He had the goodness to admit: ‘‘It is apparent 
that in almost every district fewer documents* are being ^executed 
and registered in respect of property— eperially in land^ with a conse- 
quent fall in the revenue from general stamps and registration feet.** 
■Sir, no where ^ the statute book will be found any Act on whiek such 
a clamour was raised from the very inception. The occupenoy raiyat. 
for whose sup^sed benefit the amendmexfts were made did never 
appreciate it. ^he sections relating to salmni and pre-emption have 
horrified them. ccuisider timse provisions as verRtlie ei^thae 

<if (Oppression on them. Occupancy rights were being translened from 
time immemorial. Thousands and thousands of doamteitls ire«ie 
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«xe|l^ed and registered every year in every district. Bnt how many 
sni^ >Me brought by the landlords to oust the purchasers? I may 
say niithout fear of contradiction that the number was very very small. 
The lendlords fought up to the High Court to eject the part purchasers 
of suoh rights, but failed. One of the big estates in Noakhali was 
satisfied with only 12 J per cent, nazar in case of purchase of the entiie 
holdjaig. 

The Hen’bi# Mr. A. IpARRs On a point of order, Sir. I cannot 
understand what the High Court and the landlords have to do with the 
cost of stamps under this head. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am absolutely helpless in the matter, because 
up till now I have not been able to catch one word of the mover of the 
motion. Speak up, please, 

KlHm Miili MaylYi BAZLUL HUQ: In case of part purchase there 
was no fixed rate. Any amount much less than 12^ per cent, used 
to satisfy in case the jMirt purchaser wanted recognition, otherwise toot. 
But now the c^ase is the otherwi.se. If you tmnsfer any share of an 
oocmpancy holding, you must pay at once 20 per cent, or one-fifth of the 
price as salnmi. Over and above this, another big sum is to be paid as 
transmission fee. That means about 30 per cent, of the price must be at 
once spent, Othemise the Sub-Kegistrar will not ac^cept the deed for 
registration. Can hardship go further? Is this called justice, equity 
and fair play? So long the idea was that OovernmenCs sympathy goes 
with the dumb mute multitude, but now the table has turned. The 
passing of them most hard and iueciuitable sections has raised the belief 
in the masses that Government are no longer supporting the weak and 
the helpless. They find to their utter amazement that Government are 
Bupporting the landlords and are anxious to see their long purses filled up 
with the hard-earned money of the poor raiyata. 

Sir, just consider the pitiable condition of the poor raiyat. They 
have to part with their land to meet their most unavoidable demands. 
But^before they are in a position to satisfy their demands they must 
fill purses of their landlords. The land belongs to the raiyat. He 
and this successor will enjoy it from generation to generation without 
paying a single pice as tuizar in case of successions. But as soon as 
there is a transfer he must pay an exorbitant amount, a fabulous sum 
as jsahtim. Take the case of a raiyat at fixed rates. He has to pay 
2 per cent, on his annual rent in case of transfer by sale or succession. 
Bnt in cane of occupancy raiyat he must pay 20 per cent, of the value 
of the land. There is no justificatimi whatever for retaining these 
imifimioiis. Oovemment with their eyes wide open find that the 
•imiided provisions have caused uuiversid dissatislsctioii and diaooiMli 
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tlurouglKnit Bengal — so mucli so that a £^at fall in revenue hah 
occurred. Sir, the Hon’ble Member expects increase in revenue next 
year. He thinks that the decline in revenue will be checked as people 
become more familiar with the new provisions. But who will be 
responsible if his hopes are not realised, if there be decline of another 
Rs. 37 lakhs or so next year? We learnt by experience that with the 
help of the landlord Government will be able to carry out any scheme 
to meet the deficit. But still the Hon’ble Member will be answerable 
at least to his good conscience for robbing the public exchequer merely 
to keep their prestige and to help the landlords to earn unearned money. 
1 would respectfully request the Hon’ble Member not to commit 
blunder after blunder. 

Sir, we are in close touch with the masses; we see for ourselves 
what is happening, we know the feeling of the people and are there- 
fore in a better iwsition to judge. Owing to the most inequitable 
provisions relating to pre-emption the value of the land has consider- 
ably gone down for want of buyers and so even if there be any increase 
in number of transfers there will be no appreciable increase in revenue. 
Necessity has caused the raiyats to invent new ways of raising money 
though in the long run it might lead to endless trouble and litigation. 
I, therefore, sound the note of warning that the Hon’ble Member’s 
hope will not bo realised. 

Sir, several resolutions on the subject were put before the House 
by abler and worthier persons but were lost, and so I am not very hoi>e- 
ful of success of my motion so long as the mentality of the House 
is not changed. But I hope the time is not far off when the sleeping 
masses will shake oft' their lethargic habit and capture this House. 
I do not like to detain the House and tax their patience. I once again 
ask the House generally and the Hon’ble Member particularly to 
seriously consider the position created by the amended Act and to give 
relief to the poor raiyats who are the real children of the soil. With 
these few wprds, Sir, 1 beg to put my motion for the acceptance of t^e 
House. 

i 

The motion of Khan Sahib Maulvi Baslul Huq was thf^n p^t ^nd 
lost. ^ 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 7,73,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head **7. — Stamps” was then put and agreed to. 


AlUeiiniiiiiiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 pan., on Wednesday^ 
I9fh' Hardb; IWff, at the Tofwn Hall, Cateutta. ^ 



FiUMlifigs of thi Btngai Ligitiitlyt CoimH tttambted imdtr IN 
provisfons of ttio Covormnonl of India Aot 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 19th March, 1930, at 3 p.m. 


Praaont: 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon^ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the three Hon'ble Ministers and 110 nominated and elected 
members. 


Starrad QtiattloiM 

(to whidi oral anawara wora givan). 

Allagationa againat tha polioa oflloar of Kaohua, Khulna. 

*79. MauWi LATAFAT HU89AIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it ia a fact that Srimati Nirrnal Nalini Roy Choudhurani of 
Maghia, pc^ice-station Kachua, district Khulna, submitted a petition 
to the Government in August, 1929, alleging serious charges against 
the police officer of KachuaF 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hcm’Ue 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the said petition F 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what action the 
GoVemment have taken or intend to take in the matter? 


MEMBiR in ohorio of POLICE DEPARTMEiiT (tho HoiPhli 
Mf» A. N« Mohorly): (a) and (b) A petition was received. A copy is 
laid on the table. 

(c) The petition was forwarded to the District Magistrate ol 
Khnl^ lor disposal and the petitioner was inlonned* 
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Copy of the 'petition referred to in the reply to clausei (a) and {h) of 
starred question No. 79. 


To— 

The Chief Secretary', Government of Bengal, Writers’ Buildings, 
Calcutta. (Through the Deputy Secretary, Political Depart- 
ment, Government of Bengal, Calcutta.) 

The humble petition of Srimati 
Nirmnl Nalini Boy C^oudhuiani, 
widow of late Surendra Narayan 
Roy Choudhuri, of village Maghia, 
police-station Kachua, district 
Khulna. 


Most eespectfully sheweth : 

(1) That your humble petitioner’s husband had lots of enemies in 
the locality who had been persecuting for many days and several 
attempts were made to do away with his life. 

(2) That your humble petitioner’s husband late Surendra Narayan 
Boy Choudhuri went out into the heart of the village in the afternoon 
of 25th December, 1927, promising early return. But much to your 
petitioner’s anxiety he did not not come back even when it was evening 
and your humble petitioner had some ineffectual inquiries made by 
her neighbours. 

(3) That some three or four days before the date of your petitioner’s 
husband’s disappearance some men were loitering stealthily in the 
dead of night near about her husband’s house. In that circumstance 
your humble petitioner’s anxiety soon grew into a strong suspicion of 
murder when she found that her husband was not returning even oh 
the morrow WOXJL 

(4) That your humble petitioner sent two of her neighbour^, 
Haridas Roy Chowdhuri and Shashi Bhusan Roy Chowdhuri, to the 
police-station to lodge the first information report accordingly. 

(5) That every fact was stated in detail before the officer in charg^ 
of the thana Mr. Girish Nandi, and they also told him of the fact that 
the disappearance of the petitioner’s husband could not have been due 
to any other oituae than murder. 

(6) That the offiqpr-in^harge without paying any heed whatsoever 
inotruoted them to submit a simple missing report to the effect your 
petitioiiei^s husband was missing. According to the instruction of 
the officer. in charge they submitted a written report 
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Thai the offieer-in-charge maxie a formal show of inquiry by 
one oiBB dating assistant sub-inspector who made only a nominal 

inquiry . 

(8) That now the story of your humble petitioner's husband* s tragi(^ 
death has revealed itself and that it has been known from reliable 
source that Arajali Fakir, Rasid Fakir, Emap Khan and Torak Shaikh 
of the locality pulled your humble petitioner’a husband to death. 
And the fact that these men had been hired and instigated to commit 
this heinous crime by Tarini Dhupi, Bhola Dhupi, Ratan Fakir and 
Korban Sheik has also been given vent to. 

(9) That your humble petitioner has also come to know that the 
two female members of Arajali ^s house happened to witness the 
murder of your petitioner’s husband and they were so much teiTified 
that they could not help screaming. But they were kept, tactfully out 
of the way of the police officer who investigated the case, this fact 
being also unknown to him. 

(10) That your humble petitioner haa now been subject to so much 
persecution at the hands of these people and they are forcibly occupying 
her lands and as there is no adult male member in her family — her 
husband having been strangled to death and her eldest son having died 
of cholera — your petitioner is too helpless to restore her own lands. 

(11) That your humble petitioner belongs to an old respectable 
but now ruined zaniindar family of the locality, and fervently appeals 
to >our honour to see that a poor but respectable helpless lady may be 
saved from the oppressions and persecutions at the hands of these 
ruffians. 

(12) That in view of the facts and circumstances related above, 
your humble petitioner is confident that if an early and proper inquiry, 
conducted by able officers like Babu Ram LaJ Roy, SuWnspector, 
Offioer-in-charge, Satkhira police-station, Khulna, with Babu Jatindra 
Mohan Ghoae, Assistant Sub-Inspector (Bhandarkot Beat House, under 
the jurisdiction of the Battiaghata police-station, Khulna), is made, 
then the whole truth regarding the sad end of her husband will come 
to light. And your humble petitioner prays that your honour be 
graciously pleased to make such an inquiry and for which act of kind- 
ness your petitioner will, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

I have, etc., 

Srmati Nirmal Nauni Hoy Ohouphuraiti. . 


Bated Maghia, police-station Kachua, district Khulna. 



m QxmTiam* umm 

fWiMl to grout lioonoo of o tfouMo^orrollail gun to MauHri fyotf 
MokuMin HMliomy, li.L.C. 

^m. Bobu JITENDIIALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in chargee of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Maulvi Syed Jalalnddin Hashemy, a member 
of the Bengal Legislative Council, apidied for the licence of a double- 
barrelled gun to the District Magistrate of Khulna P 

(6) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate refused to grant the 
licence to him f 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the afElrmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason therefor P 

(d) Is it a fact that Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy applied to 
the Hon’ble Member to reconsider the decision of the District 
Magistrate P 

(e) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Member refused to reconsider 
the said decision? If so, why? 


TN Hon’blo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) and (6) Tes. 

(c) The power to refuse to grant a licence is discretionar>\ It is 
not customary to give reasons and Government see no ground for 
departing from the usual practice in this case. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. I may add that Government have again considered the 
matter and are not prepared to direct that a licence should be issued. 


BabU dirtlll^RALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon^ble Member- 
in-charge be pleased to state whether in spite of the fact that the power 
to grant licenses is discretionary, it is not one of the instructions of 
Government that licenses should be granted to members of the Legis- 
lative Council? 


TN Hofi’ble Mr, A. N. MOBERLY: The instruction the honTile 
member is tbiiMiing is that, whereas regarding unknowii. people it is 
customary and usual to send a form to the police to fill up, in 
*the ease of memberl of the Legislative Council it is not ordinarily 
considered nei^etsarj'. But there are no instructions that members of 
the Legislative Oouncii should be given licences. 



mm JITINORALAL •ANNER4iix Will the Hon’ble Member 
be llldaied to state wketber, under tbe instruetioiiB imed under the 
ArM Act, members of the Legislative Oouucil are not entitled specially 
to have licences granted? Is the Hon*ble Member prepared to deny 
this?, 

Tim Mon’We Mr* A. N« MOBERLY * I think the facts are as stated 
in my last answer. Enquiries are not made in the ordinary course in 
the case of members of the Legislative Council, but there is nothing 
whatever to debar District Magistrates from using their discretion in 
this matter. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the Hou'ble Member 
be pleased to state whethci, under section 52 of the Arms Act, ineml>era 
of the Legislative Council are not entitled to possess licence for three 
guns? 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY S Not to my knowledge, Sir. 
I think that section refers to members of the Indian Legislature. If 
the member wants me to look up the book, I should like to hove notice, 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Is the Hou’ble Member 
aware of the fact that Mr. Jalaludtlin Hasheiny lost a leg in killing 
a tiger? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Yes, Sir, with an unlicensed 
gun. 

Blbu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Is the Hon ble Member 
further aware of the fact that the gun was subsequently forfeited by 
Oovemment ? 

The Hon^ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It seems to me to be a 

necessary and obvious consequence. 

Btbu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the Hon ble Member 
tell ns the nature of the reasons which preclude Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy 
Imiu getting a gun licence? 

The HdOHie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No. 

¥ » ' 

Babu dir ENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the grant of a licence 
to Mr. Hashemy endanger the British Government? 
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Niimbtr ilufianiffiiMlan Mittaiits in tht U|^ DIvI^mi pramoM! 
from, and ttioN of, the Lonmr Division of tbs Bengal •aoretariaU 

« 81 . Mamvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUNI: (a) WUl the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance Deportment be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing, deportment by deportment — 

(t) the present number of permanent Upper Division poets in 
the Bengal Secretariat; 

(it) the number of assistants permanently promoted from tlie 
Lower Division to hold such giets in each department; 
and 

(iii) the number of Muhammadans so promoted in each deport* 
mentP 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, department by department — 

(t) the present number of permanent Tiower Division posts in 
the Bengal Secretariat; and 
(ii) how many of them are held by Muhammadans? 

MEMBER in oharga of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bla 
Mr# At Marr); ('«) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 

No. 81 . 


Chief Sec- 
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office. 1 
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"OuUlde the cadre, vis., the poets of the Accountant and Treasurer of the Secretariat. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question 

No. 81. 
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OBKANSS FOB OiliABfS: iff 

HUB RAHMAN KHAN EUtUF4l: WUl tlie Hon’ble 
MeH^r-in-cliarge be pleased to state the principle on which promotion 
is n^e from Tjower to UiJper Division P 

Hoflllto Ufa A« MARRs This is laid down in the rules. 
Promotion is regulated purely by efficiency and promotion. 



Nwilvi 


Unatirrod Quaitioii 

(answer to which was laid on the table). 

Appointment of Muhammadans in the ministerial establishment In 
Government oflloee in Bengal. 

S4. Maulvt MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state whether the maximum provision for appointment in the minis- 
terial establishment in Government offices in Bengal is — 

(t) one4hird for Muhammadans; and 
(ii) two-thirds for non-Muhammadans P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of — 

(i) removing this bar; and 

(ii) giving every alternative vacancy to a Muhammadan after 

one-third proportion has been reached? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon^ble Mr. A. N. Moborly): (a) and {h) The member ie referred to 
the reply niven to the identical starred question No. 74 asked by 
Maulvi A^izur Rahman in the current session. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

Sr— FwMts, and SAr—Foratt— Capital wtlay oharfed to Ravamia and 
S2Ar— Foiaat— GiqMtM outlay not ehargod to Rovonuo. 

MEMBER in oliargo of REVENUE (FOREST) DEPARTMENT 
(tliO HorWo AlhaiS Sir Abdolkortal OllUlliavi)t On the recommendw' 
tioB of His Excellency the Govenior I beg to move that • Mtin ol 
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Ba. 11,44,000 be granted for expenditure under lieiuli “S.^JForeste” end 
**BA. — Forest — Capital Clutlay charged to Eerenue^’ and 
Forest — Capital Outlay not charged to Berenue.” 


Sir, I think it will simplify matters and will clear the air if I may 
be permitted to make some observations on the general position as 
regards this department. Members of this House will notice that the 
demand for this year exceeds that of last year by Bs. 1,78,000. The 
chief reason for this is that it has been proposed to introduce a 
complete change in the management of the Forest division of 
Sundarbans by establishing what are called Ranges. My predecessor 
last year referred to this scheme, but unfortunately owing to stringency 
in our financial position it could not be given effect to. Well, Sir, 
the Department of Forest is a giuui commercial department. It is 
indeed a ver^* paying (concern. It will be seen that deducting capital 
and recurring expenditure there was in the past roughly a clear profit 
of about Rs. 12,(K),000 annually. Last year the net profit came to 
even more, viz., Rs. 14,00,000. For various reasons our finances in 
Bengal are crippled, and therefore it is all the more reason why we 
should concentrate upon this department. The scheme, I am referring 
to, is likely to cost Rs. J lakh as non-recurring, and nearly Rs. J lakh as 
recurring charges. The present system of management of the Sundar- 
bans Division is wasteful and destructive of the capital stock of the 
forest which is cleaned out owing to the absence of any adequate local 
agency for the supervision of these forests. At pi'esent, proper methods 
are applied to the destruction of Sundri wood only. A coupe is marked 
off, trees are enumerated, marked for cutting, sold by auction and 
extracted by Ihe purchasers under close supervision. As a result of 
this, two important species Baen and Gengooa, valuable for match 
making and fuel, have been heavily over-cut. During the last 30 
years the demand for Gengooa for fuel and house-posts has increased 
enormously, particularly in the neighbourhood of Calcutta; lastly, has 
come the great development of the match industry in India. For 
instance, during the last few years the outturn of Gengooa has risen 
from 6 lakhs of cubit feet (including fuel) to 85 lakhs (excluding fuel). 
The demand for these varieties of forest produce and also for golpatta 
must be met almost entirely from the forests of the Sundarbans, but 
enumerations of trees since 1926 have disclosed the almost entire 
absence of older classes of Sundri^ Baen^ Gengooa and Ihndoh In 
fact, Sir, we have for .years been eating, and eating heavily, into our 
capital. In March 1^, the Inspector-General of Forests advised 
Government that “without proper working plans of all types, the 
forests of the Sundarbans, a valuable possession of the Government of 
Bengal, will be rulifed and without a .properly organiaed stall of 
Assistants and Bangers witii territorial charges, it is qiute impoesiU# 
in manage the forests.” The position, Sir, has become so grave that 
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Govei^eiit h faced witK the alternative of prohibiting the felling of 
severjl species and limiting the output of Gengooa to half its present 
volu]h#« or the introduction of proper methods of control over the 3,500 
square miles of this area. The complete closing down of the extrac- 
tion of Gengooa has even been recommended, but this would seriously 
affect most of the match factories in Calcutta. Already the effects 
of uncontrolled fellings are being felt. During the year 1028-29, the 
revenue of the division fell by about Rs. 1,00,000. During this year 
it is estimated that there will be a further fall of revenue of about 
Rs. 80,000. 

Now, Sir, the system which it is proposed to introduce will preserve 
the capital stock and permit the extraction, under proper control, of 
the yearly increase only, so that the forest will continue to be an asset 
of undiuiinished value to Bengal and secure to future generations of 
the population of Calcutta and neighbourhood, the maximum yearly 
supply of forest produce consistent with the permanence of the forest 
as a capital asset. The cost of the scheme, as I have already stated, is 
approximately Rs. } lakh in respect of capital cost for new boats and 
dingis, and nearly Rs. i lakh for recurring charges. The scheme has 
been pruned of all non-essentials. Each of the four ranges which it is 
proposed to establish will extend over 800 square miles of forests and 
the necessity for a motor launch to enable the range staff to get about 
this area is apparent. Boats have also to be pmvided for the staff to 
live in : conditions in the Sundarbans are at times, as may well be 
imagined, extremely disagreeable. 

Sir, in placing this proposal before the Council, Government is 
acting on the principle which a prudent man of business would always 
follow. Clearly the preservation of existing assets is a matter which 
calls for immediate attention. Moreover, it is from this forest division 
that one-third of the total revenue of the Department is derived. 

Sir, the increase in the demand under the head “8. — Forests** is 
mainly due to this provision for expenditure on the intrwluction of the 
Range system in the Sundarbans Forest Division, and 8e(‘ondly for 
carrying out what are called khedda operations in the Chittagong and 
0ox*8 Bazar Forest divisions in the next financial year. I need not 
say much on this subject. The operations are nearly always remunera- 
tive, and, on administrative and other grounds, it is necessary to keep 
the number of w’ild elephants within limits. The balance of the 
increase is rei|riired to meet normal and unavoidable expenditure. 
While the revenue, it will be seen, has increased from Rs, 19,55,000 in 
1918-19 to the figure of Rs. 31,18,357 in 1928-29, the expenditure has 
increased from Rs. 11,22,000 to Rs. 16^2,008 during that period. The 
increase In'the revenue is thus double the increase in expenditure. In 
tlm cironinstaBees, I am confident * that the Council will ^gree wdih 
lae that the demand is extremely moderate. The new expenditure if 
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of a kind which should appeal to all aides of the Conneil, because not 
only will it immediately preserve our existing capital asset, but it can 
be anticipated, with confidence, that in time it will improve our income 
also. 

Milfivi TAMIZUDDIN KNANs I beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 9,59,000 under the head “8.— Forests’’ be reduced by Es. 1,000 
(to draw attention to the necessity for establishing a college of forestry 
in Bengal). 

Sir, it is apparent from the speech of the Hon’ble Member that tbe 
Forest Department of Bengal is of no mean order. Government 
realises a large revenue from this department. On referring to the 
budget it will be seen that the net receipts in the year 1928-29 were 
as large as Es. 31,18,357, and in the next yearns budget, the estimated 
receipts are put at Es. 28,61,000. The Hon’ble Member has explained 
that the Government is bent upon further new projects for the develop- 
ment of the department. All that is reasonable enough, I think, for 
my proposition, that there should be a college of forestry in Bengal. 
The present arrangement for the Bengali students to go to Dera Dun 
for education in forestry is beset with many difficulties and I think 
there is no reason why Bengali students should be deprived of the 
opportunity of receiving their education in a college of forestry in 
Bengal. 

With these few words I beg to move my motion. 

Tlia Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, I may 
say at the oulset that my thanks are due to Maulvi Tamizuddin Ehan 
who has also pointed to the vast income that is derived yearly from this 
department. The profit that is derived from this department cannot 
be spent on this department only; it is used for other pui^poses as well. 

As regards the question of a college of forestry in Bengal, I should 
like to ex|)lain to the hon’ble mover for his information that we have 
in Bengal a Forest School at Kurseong. It is intended primarily for 
the instruction in practical forest work of the sub-executive establish- 
ment of the Bengal and Bihar-Orissa Forest Circles, below the grade 
of Forest Eangers, and of men sent for instruction by Indian States 
under the control of their Governments. If, after meeting their 
requirements, seats are available, private students may be admitted at 
the discretion of the Conservator of Forests. Candidates from the 
provinces selected for the Eangers Course are at present trained at 
the Forest Research Institute at Dera Dun. 

Sir, since Novebiber, 1926, a coarse of* instruction in forestry up to 
the standard required for the Indian Forest Service has been 
inaugurated at the Dera Dun CoUeirs, and aU recruits in India for ^ 



muAwm FOB ORAjrra 


Ml 



ludi^ Forest Service are trained at that College instead of being sent 
to Ipiope for training. The advantages of a central institution for 
instruction of this kind are obvious. I might say for myself that I 
welcoim the proposal which has been mooted by Maulvi Tamisuddin 
£han, not for establishing a college but for establishing a school of 
forestry in Bengal. I may tell him that only i*ecently Government 
considered, and very carefully considered, the question of the training 
off Bangeis for Bengal locally; but, as usual, owing to financial 
stringency, effect has not been given to the proposal. I hope, however, 
that if our finances improve, we should be in a position to consider the 
question of establishing a school in Bengal. In view of what I have 
said, I think my friend will agree with me that it will not serve any 
useful purpose for him to press the motion. I would, therefore, ask 
him not to pi-ess it. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamisuddiii Khan was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZiZUL HAQUEs I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 9,59,000 under the head “8. — Forest'' be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to inquire into the urgency of the circumstances under which 
ranges are being formed at the Sundarbans involving large expenses). 

Sir, the Hon’ble Member has given certain information as regards 
the necessity of ranges being started in the Sundarbans area. T certainly 
congratulate him in his efforts to drive out the wild elephants as much 
as to see that they might find a safe place in the Sundarbans. But my 
complaint actually remains the same. The Hon'ble Member has said 
that he has made it a commercial proposition and he hopes that the 
revenue yielded will be a reasonable return on the capital invested. He 
is the Member-in -charge not only of forests but also of irrigation and 
therefore, we are familiar with so many commercial propositions in the 
Irrigation Department that we are very shy to take his scheme at its 
proper value. The complaint of the House is that schemes are sprung 
upon it without details being put forward. Members of the House have 
a right to see as to whether the proposition is really a commercial one 
in the sense and it is with the intention, not so much of opposing the 
proposition itself, that I put this motion, I do that also to enquire into 
the urgency of the circumstances. How has the financial position 
improved in lj)30 and how is the financial position better than what it 
was last year, and what had been for the last 7 or 8 years ? What is the 
practical necessity of the scheme? It was only in reply to Maulvi 
Tamisuddin Khan that the Hon'ble Member has said that owing to 
financial stringency he lias not been able to give as much sympathetic 
«(^demtio|i to the schwie of Forest College as he wants to. There 
Ate certain plirases, one of which is efficiency and another is financial 
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stringency and these are capable of any interpretation whioli individual 
discretion may put on them. In view of that I consider that the Hon’ble 
Member should have put forward not merely the idea of driving wild 
elephants, not merely the purchase of a steam launch for the fores< 
officer, but the details of estimates of the scheme and of the circumstances 
under which the forest budget has got an addition not only of an amount 
of Rs. 14,000 in recurring charges but of Bs. 78,000 in respect of non- 
recurring charges. I submit that the House has the right to know the 
circumstances under which this proposal has been put forth. 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Sir, I rise to say a few words in opposition 
to the motion moved by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asmul Haque. I myself 
reside in a forest area and I have more than once visited the forest in 
the Sundarbans which is concerned with this motion. First of all, 
Sir, there can be no doubt that the present system under which these 
forests have been used is contrary to all methods of economy. The 
forests are at present being cut out far too rapidly and will be destroyed. 
Under these conditions certain trades are flourishing. But we must 
remember that if the present system is allowed to continue, within a 
very few years there will be no timber for these trades and they will 
come to a stop altogether. If proper methods of conservation are not 
taken, these trades will continue for sometime but will suffer in future. 
There is another point involved in this motion. It is this: the province 
of Bengal during the last two years has taken far too much capital out of 
its funds. The percentage that has gone into revenue has been far too 
large and the amount which has been put back into the forests for 
development has been far less than what is done in any country in the 
world. For the last few years we have been living on capital. Although 
the position is so serious, yet my party cannot recommend any such 
policy as that of living on forest capital, because it will mean not only 
economic loss but would also mean suffering. Therefore on behalf of my 
party I would oppose this motion. 

[3.30p.m.] “ ’ ■ 

TIm Hm’ill. Alhirfl Mr ABOILKIRIM CtMlINAVI : I moat con^ 
wy In^ thanks to Khan Bahadur Aiiittl Haque for convoying to. this 
House the most interesting nows that the Sundarbans are full of ele- 
phants. When I spoke of khedda opontions I certainly nud« it clear 
that these operations were confined to Chittagong and not to Sundsrbau. 
But as I have said I am obliged to my hcm’ble friend that although thore 
may not be elephants of the proper colour in the Sundarbans thMo may 
be perhaps some Ufhite elephants of which I did not know. 

As regards' his being shy of the new project, I need only point out 
the patent fact that the net income which has be«i derived htm the woele* 
ing of the Forest Department is written in bold letten thronghout dm 
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Pillijice Department papers. The net income has been all along, as I 
haife^pointed out, about Rs, 12 lakhs annually and it has increased to 
Rs* 14 lakhs last year. My hon’hle friend has told the House that I 
ani the guilty person who has suddenly sprung upon this House this 
new scheme. May I tell him that the scheme has been before the 
House since a pretty long time because it was referred to by my prede- 
cessor in office and if finance permitted the scheme would have gone 
through during his time. The Khan Bahadur has also stated that he 
is opposed to the use of what is called in common parlance, a phrase 
such as **financial stringency.'* I can assure him that even in this 
department there is such a thing as financial stringency because of the 
fact that the income in this department is not left to be spent entirely 
for the purpose of this department. If that had been the case I would 
have certainly welcomed many proposals including the one which has 
been mentioned by the previous speaker. 

Well, Sir, I am quite prepared to give the Khan Bahadur some more 
information with regard to the scheme about which he is anxious to know 
more details. 

The proposal for the formation of ranges in the Sundarbans Division 
is of the first importance for the management of the Sundarbans forefts 
which extend over an area of 2,300 square miles. 

In the previous working plan of the Division there was only one 
working circle and only one species (Sittidri) was enumerated; for this 
species alone prescriptions were made. Kxtra<'tion of other speedes was 
unrestricted and is so at the present time. In 1026, (lovernment sanc- 
tioned the revision of the working plan. The present system of manage- 
ment by revenue stations is wasteful and destructive of the capital stock 
of the forest, and has resulted in overcutting of Sundri and other spe- 
cies. The revenue stations are situated outside the Forest Division and 
royalty is realised at these stations on any produce extracted. Control 
over fellings in the forests cannot l)e exercised from these stations. 

• It is now proposed to introduce the range system i«4o this division. 
The dif erence between the range and revenue system is that in the latter 
there is no control over felling. Under the range system the feee®t ie 
divided into ranges of suitable siie in which the Range Officer can control 
fellingB. The systmn which it is proposed to introduce will, as stated in 
my introductory speech, preserve the capital stock of the forest and per- 
mit the extraction, under proper control, of only the yearly increase— 

so thfitthe fnrest will continue to be an aswt of imdiminished value and 
secure to ihe leture genwations of the population ci Cakutta and the 
^letghbbui^dod the maximum yearly supply of forest produce consistent 
with tike {permanence of the forest as a capital asset. 
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At present proper methods are applied to the extraction ol Sundri wood 
only. As already explained by me, a coupe is marked off, trees are enu- 
pQierated, marked for cutting, sold by auction^ and extracted by the pur- 
ohasers under close supervision. All other species are cut by traders 
without supervision. The forest is surrounded by a ring of revenue 
stations. A trader entering the forest takes a licence at one or other of 
the stations paying the proper fee with regard to the kind of produce he 
wants and the capacity of his boat. When he comes out again the 
Bevenue Officer checks his cargo against his pass. 

If a trader takes out a permit for logs he goes into the forest and 
selects the best trees he can find. He cuts them down and selects the 
best log each tree will yield. All the rest is left to rot in the forest 
though the top of the tree might give useful poles for house building. 
A trader wanting poles cuts down vigorous young trees. None of the 
branches are used for fuel by traders taking out fuel licences who work 
independently. Trees are felled carelessly, so that young trees are des- 
troyed. Local inspection of areas has shown clear evidence of this sort 
of waste. 

There are at present 27 Revenue Officers. Under the new system 
there will be Forest Guards with boats and boatmen at these stations to 
issue entry passes and measure and register boats. They will not collect 
revenue for forest produce. 

The proposal is to divide the forest into four ranges. Each Ranger 
will be provided with a motor boat in which he can live and move about 
rapidly. The necessary accommodation boats, water boats and dinghis 
and additional staff are to be provided for. With the extra staff and 
ihe boats, it will be possible to mark off coupes for each kind of produce 
in each range and supervise the extraction of all forest produce. It is 
not expected that the scheme will immediately bring in extra revenue 
to set off against the extra cost of the scheme. The object of the scheme 
is to preserve the forest from gradual destruction. There is no doubt 
ihat the a^heme by eliminating the present wholesale waste will save 
each year xtt(#ei^an it will cost. 

I may also mention that if the Khan Bahadur takes the trouble to 
come and see me in my office I should be delighted to give him further 
information about the scheme and if he likes I am prepared to place at 
his disposal figures in detail which will conclusively prove that the 
scheme is one of the soundest investments that can be found. In the 
oiroumstanoes I hope my hon’ble friend will see his way not to press 
his motion. 

Khan ealiii^ AZ12UL My idea was ^ get 

inforination and alk> to warn Government againM oommeroial new ven- 
tures without central scrutiny. My purpose haVing been served J 
leave to withdraw my motion. ^ 
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n was then, by leave o! tbe OoubcU, witMrawn. 
wing motions were called bnt not moved: — 




liMlIvi SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: ^That the demand of Rs. 9,59,000 
nndel^ the head ‘8. — Forest* be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion 
about the policy of the Forest Department and the expenditure 
involved).” 


Rai Itliadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdl: *That the demand 
of Rs. 11,675 under the head ‘8A. — On account of Organisation, 
ImproTement, etc. — Working Plans* be reduced by Rs. 5,675.** 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 11,44,000 be granted for expenditure 
linder the heads “S. — Forests” and ”8A. — Forest — (Japital Outlay 
charged to Revenue” and “h2A. — Forest — Cjapital Outlay not charged to 
Revenue” was then put and agreed to. 


9.— Registratloii. 

MINI8TER in charge of EDUCATION (RECI8TRATI0N) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Nhwaja NazimuiMin) : On 

the recommendation of II is l^xcellency the (lovernor, 1 beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 22,09,000 be granted for exi>enditure under the head ”9. — 
Registration.” 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdI : ”That the demand 
of Rs. 8,000 under the head ‘9A, — ^Registration — Superintendence — 
Travelling Allowance* be reduced by Rs. 2,000.’* 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdl: ”That the demand 
of Rs. 1,000 under the head ‘9A. — Registration — Superintendence — 
Miscellaneous Charges* be refused.” 

Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: ”That the demand of Rs. 86,000 
under the head ‘9A. — ^Registration — Superintendence* be reduced by 
Rs. 10,000 (question of policy and economy involved).” 

Rai BMiadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdlS ”That the demand 
of Be. 10,000 under the bead ^OB.—Registraiion— District Charges— 
Suppfies and services* be refused.” 

DM 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUICilARdl : *^That the demand 

ef Bs. 1»20,240 under the head ‘9B.— BegaMititicm— Diitrict Chargee— 
Other cmitingeneies* be reduced by Bs. 70,240.** 


10 
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M iaiMMliir SATISH CHANDRA MUKHAR4f : * That the d^mana 
of Rs. 60,000 under the head ‘9B. — ^Registration — ^District Charges — 
Cost of transmission of landlord’s fees — Contingencies’ be reduced by 
Rs. 36,000.” 

Maillvi HASiAN ALI: Sir I beg to move that the demand for 
Rs. J, 23, 000 undei’ the head ‘^9B. — ^Registration — District charges — 
Cost of transmission of landlord’s fees” be refused. 

Sir, at the outset I must say that I do not profess to have the honour 
to belong to the Praja party, nor do I claim to be a messenger of the 
ill-fated raiyats of Bengal which some of my friends called themselves 
to be, yet the tenants’ blood runs through my veins and I feel myself 
duty bound to move this motion of refusal by way of raising a protest 
against the long chain of unprofitable, unjust, inequitable, unconscion- 
able and oppressive land laws recently engineered by Government and 
of which the deposit and transmission provisions have formed but the last 
links. 

Sir, I want to refuse tiiis and why? 1 do not care that I have not 
been a *amindar, nor do 1 regret that I am a tenant. T do not care much 
that the amended provisions of the Tenancy Act are most derogatory ta 
some individual tenant’s interests. But what I mucli care for is the 
welfare of the country as a whole — what I do nuK'h care for is the pros- 
perity, peace and tranquillity of the nation as a whole. I desire to see 
the prosperity of the Hindus in this, their own land. I want to see 
Mussalmans may prosper in Bengal whicli is no less their own, I desire- 
the welfare of the xamindars, I desire the welfare of the tenants; the 
Kumindars and tenants, in fact every section of the population. I do 
claim them as my own ; I regard them as notliing but different parts of 
the one and same organic whole. 

I, theref(»re, raise a prote.st against that piece of legislation which 
is most arbitrary and which has disturbed to its foundations the har- 
mony, goodwill aud amity that existed in the proverbially good and 
beautiful land of ours. I do raise a vehement protest against that policy 
of law which divides the people. I protest against it because it favours 
one secdion of people and injures the other. I cannot support that legis- 
lation whi('h has its motive to raise one class of people and to keep down 
another. 8ir, you will allow me to say here in this connection that we 
cannot fail to see that there has always lieen a political motive with our 
rulers in this country behind every piece of legislative enactment in rela- 
tion to the land4 of the country. Far back in the year 1793, some 
pec^e were made iiil^ii of the soil and consequently we see tlist by tlie 
memorable Fermanent iSetUement the real rightful owners of the soit 
have been reduced to so many veritable helots and slaves dragging oit 



DEMANDS FOB OBANTS. 


147 


t ' 

a o^l^ble life of their own and at tile u^one tlaie adtttinistering to the 
luxilljeo of the Kamindars and for the matter of that to the whims of the 
Go^tmenment. 

Mn PRESIDENT: Order, order, the member is going beyond the 
scope of his motion. 

(3-4o p.m.] 

Mauivi HA8SAN ALI: The zamiudars and the siimindury system 
have been a veritable curse upon our once beautiful land. It is not con- 
genial to our country. It is not the product of our soil. It is the 
direct outcome of the Britishers’ ingenious policy of * ‘divide and rule.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You are going too far. You can- 
not discuss the samindary system which is a matter too wide for your 
motion. The question of the Permanent Settlement is not before the 
House. 

Mauivi HA88AN ALI: I have already said that unless the law is 
changed this state cannot be remedied. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are at liberty to protest against the cost 
of transmission of landlord’s fees or to suggest such procedure of trans- 
mission of landlord’s fees as will be less expensive or more convenient 
but I cannot permit you to discuss the zainindary system under this 
motion. 

Mauivi HA88AN ALI: 1 bow to your ruling, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you have no su< h suggestion to nnike or find 
it difficult to alter your .set s])eech in accordance with my instructions I 
would ask you to fonnally move your motion. 

Mauivi HASSAN ALI: 1 want to make some further remarks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may if they are relevant but I hope 
you will remember my instructions. 

Mauivi HASSAN ALI: Yes, Sir. It is a well known principle of 
law, equity and gfjod conscience that any one having a legal right may 
waive, may forego his right if he so desires. The deposit and trans- 
mission provisions of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act have been 
direct violation of that principle. The rate of 20 per cent, nazar is most 
exorbitant there i^ no doubt about it. I know there are good landlords 
in our good country. 

Mr. PimilNINT: You are again drifting away from your motion. 

I cannot allow you to proceed any further. You may move your motion 

fofuialy. 
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Or. NAMiH OHANDHA iCH GUPTAs On a point of order. Sir. 
From what the member said I understood him to suggest that some 
procedure should be devised by which the transmission of landlords* few 
might be simplified, both in the interest of landlords and tenants. 


Mfi PRESIDENTS That is not a point of order but an argument; 
1 am not prepared to hear any argument from any member on behalf 
of Mr. llassan Ali so long as he himself is in possession of the House. 

Maulvi HA88AN ALIS I beg to move that the demand for 
Hh. 1,23,000 under the head “9B. — Kegistration — District Charges — 
Cost of transmission of landlords* fees** be refused. 


br. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I think~and there can 
be no question or doubt in the mind of anybody who has seen the work- 
ing of the system introduced by the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act 
that the elaborate 8<dieme which has been devised for the transmission 
of tile landlords’ fees by the registration office has benefited neither the 
landlords nor the tenants. As a matter of fact in most of the cases where 
the landlords consist of co-sharers it is impossible for them to receive 
payment of landlords’ fee. The rules provide conditions for the trans- 
mission which cannot be complied with by most of the (‘o-sharer landlords 
and the number of co-sharer landlords is legion in this province. I 
think I shall be borne out by the Treasury benches when I say that 
already in spite of the great shyness of the people in the matter of sales 
a large amount of landlords’ fee has accumulated in the hands of the 
collectors witliout anybody coming to claim them. It is certainly time 
that this system .should be revised and replaced by some means which 
would make it unnecessary for the tenants to deposit the landlords’ fee 
in the registration office when these landlords acknowledge receipt of 
payment. That would simplify the procedure and save the poor people 
at least 2 per cent, of the purchase money which they have got to pay. 
I think it is high time that the revision should be undertaken. From 
what I have foitfnt from enquiries in my own constituency I find that 
small landlords feel it a great grievance. It is a grievance of the land- 
lords and I am supported in this opinion by the fact that a motion of a 
somewhat similar character has been tabled by the Raja Bahadur of 
Nashipur himself. I think, therefore, that Government should take up 
this matter and revise the procedure in such a manner as would ma^ it 
profitable to the landlords as well as to tenants without going into the 
question of policy. It is perfectly clear that by passing the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) ,Aot the representatives of the landlorda and the 
tenants have managed to put some money into the podMi ol OoilNm- 
ment Und I do not think that either the landlords or the toMmti 
are quite ^ppy about it. They must be feeling 
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the;|^^ 0 U 8 cats quarrelling over a bft of cheese when they went to 
anoiher animal for judgment and 1 think that the Hon ’hie Member him- 
self must feel that the results are not <|uite satisfactory. In this view 
I support the motion. 

Mr. SANtI iHiKNARESWAR ROY: !^ow that aovenmient ar« 
(barging for the transmission of landlords* fees I think that some letter 
arrangement should be made in that respect. Even in the case of sole 
landlords I find that unusual delay takes place in sending mone^' to them. 
From my own experience as a landlord in the district of Itajshahi I can 
say that when this matter was brought to the notice of the district autho- 
rities they wrote back in reply that the staff was overworked and so there 
was delay. But as (iovernment are charging a fee for this service I 
think we can expect that some udditiojml staff should he employed to 
expedite the work. From this point of view I support this motion. 


The Hon’bie Mr, KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: So fat piucti(ally 
no case has been made out for refusing this grant, the Registration 
Department has got to operate and accept the landlords’ fees and perform 
the duties that it has been called upon to do under the Act. 1 do not 
see how the rouncil can accept this amendment unless and until the Act 
is revised. As pointed out hy you. Sir, no one has come up witii any 
practical suggt^stion for reducing expenditure or giving effect to the 
clauses of the Act under which landlords' fees are to be transmitted. In 
yesterday’s debate this (pmstion was also raised. The suggestion to 
amend the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act is too <‘arly yet. We do 
not know how it is going to affect the people — both the landlords and 
the tenants. I think an opportunity should be given us to see how the 
Act operates and we ought to have more experience and information with 
regard to the operation of the Act before (Government con come forward 
with proposals to amend the Act. 

The motion of Maulvi Hassnii Ali was then put and a division taken 
with the following result; — 


AYES. 


AU, Mavivl Nutui. 

■alitii, Maulvi $y4 Majitf. 
•al, Mr. tarat CfiaMra. 



SiiiMiMrl, KEaa taHadai Maulvi Aliaiui- 



Naauv, Kail laiMul. 

•toMain, Maulvi Mutiamaiatf. 

Nua» KAan taMb Maulvi BaM. 

KaHia, Maulvi AMuU 

Kbau, Kbau taMb Maulvi Muaoaai All. 

Kbau, Maulvi tbuiifuMiu. 

Ul MubawuuM, Mall. 

Maabtriat, Mr. tirauMiAraaaB. 

Mabuiaa, Mr. A. r. M. AMur- 
nn, Eb^ M iBwii r a Harayaa 

MW V^^MOTHa 

saraar, Or. Sir Nllratan. 

9m Ouata, Or. Naravb CbaiMr a. 
tbab, Maulvi Abtful liauiM. 
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MlaMi, Rai •AfiAdiir Ottontfra Natli* 
■AMirli, RaI RAhAdur KmHaR CliAiidrA. 
RAM, Mr. t. M. 

RutaI, RaRw Ookul OhAfuf. 

CAMtIla, Mr. A. 

OhAiullittrf, RaRu Kiahori MofiAii. 
ekAiidliiiri, KhAJi RAhadur MaumI HAflaur 
RAtemAfi. 

OlATk, Mr. I. A. 

CAhtfi, Mr. D. J. 

CMRtr, Mr. C. a 
OAln, Mr. a R. 

OAa, RaRu tAtyandrA KuniAr. 

OAa, RAj RAhAdur KAmini Kumar. 

Oaah, Mr. A. j. 
lAaaon, Mr. Q. a. 

Faroqul, tha Hon’Rla Khan Rahadur 


aanculip Rai tahib tuail Kumar. 

Qhaah, Mr. M. C. 

Rhoah, Rai Rahadur ihaahanka Kumar. 
RRumavi, tha Hwi'bia AlhadJ Sir ARdal 
ktrim, 

Qardan, Mr. A. 0. 

Mr. F. N. 

Qupta, Mr. 4. N. 

Qurnar, Mr. C. W. 

NaRIRullah, NawaR Khwaja. 

Horr, Mr. Q. F. 

NmaIi^ NawaR Muaharruf, Khan Rahadur. 
Nuaaaln, Mauivl utafat 
inMh, Mr. j. 

Kaaam, Mauivl ARul. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. r. 

Law, Mr. Surandra Nath 


MARuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Hannua Mr. A. 

MaCluakia, Mr. I. T. 

Mitra, RARu Sarat Chandra. 

MIttar, tha Han’Rla fir Fravaah Ohundar. 
MaRarty, tha Han’Rla Mr. A. N. 

MuRlafc, Mr. Mttkunda Rahary. 

Nar, navarand R. A. 

NaHmuddin, tha Nan*Ria Mr. KhwaJa. 
Pinnall, Mr. L. R. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aiizur. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Rabu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Kumar thlR thakhar* 
aawar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Ohawdhury, Rabu tatlah Chandra. 
Roaa, Mr. R. F. 

Ray, Rabu tatyandra Nath. 

Ray, Maharaja Jafadlah Nath, at Dlnajpur. 
Ray, Mr. Rljay Frasad tlnRh. 

Ray, Mr. Cailaawar SinRh. 

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

•ahana, Rabu tatya KInkar. 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath. 
tarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

Son, Rai Sahib Akahoy Kumar. 

Skinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Staplatan, Mr. H. E. 

Staan, LL-CoL H. R. 

Stavant, Mr. H. S. E. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


Thp A.vi'n beiii^ 28 mid the Noes 67, the motion was lost. 


4 p.in. 


The folhiwinjr motions were railed hot not moved;— 

■ MaulvrTAMIZUOOIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs 1 2^060 

,1„ l,.. J Ch.“JL“Tli i '7 

the exoihitant costs levied for transmission of landlord’s fees).” 


That the demand at Ra. 1,23,000 under the head ‘9B.— RegietratiMi-. 
Total cost of transmission of landlord’s fees’ lie reduced ^ Be. 1 (to 

th!T«!il * ,^"**“" i*’! procedure of recording and reaUeug 
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A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: the demaud for Rh. 1, 2d, 000 

litter the head ‘91).— Registration— District Charges— Cost of trails- 
mission of landlord's fees* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to 
the grievance of Sub-Registrars m not receiving an extra remuneration 
on aocfount of the extra work done in connection with their duties 
under the Bengal Tenancy Act),** 

MaiHvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir» I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 22,09,000 under the head “9.— Registration” be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000 (to criticise the method of recruitment of Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrars and Kazis). 

I think all the members of this House are not aware of the fact that in 
this province there is a class of officers known as Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrars and Kazis. These officers perform some very important func- 
tions. They register Muhammadan marriages, when the parties 
approach them for such registration. They also register divorces. They 
are also deputed by magistrates to inquire into cases which involve ques- 
tions of Muhammadan marriage or divorce. These officers are creations 
of an Act of the Bengal Douncil, viz., Act No. I of 187(i. Since then 
Government has been trying various methods for recruiting these officers. 
Some time ago, the method was that in every district there was an 
advisory local committee. Those committees made recommendations to 
th^ registrars of districts, who in their turn recommended to the Inspec- 
tor-General of Registration, and finally the appointments were made by 
the Hon’ble Minister or Member in charge. Recently, however, that 
method was altered, and now, instead of district committees, we have got 
a central committee, who make certain recommendations, and it is on 
these recommendations that appointments are made. Naturally, Sir, on 
this central committee members from all the districts have no seats. 
Therefore, the central committee have not got that local knowledge which 
the district advisory committees had. I do not say, Sir, that the dis- 
trict advisory committees worked very satisfactorily in every place. 
There might have been defects, but, so far as the present system is 
concerned, it seems to me more defective. Now, I think that a good deal 
depends upon the proper recruitment of these officers. Although this 
subject primarily concerns the Muhammadans, I think it is very 
important from the point of view of the whole Bengali people, for some 
of these Muhammadan registrars have earned a very bad name for 
themselves. Very often they register marriages which they should not 
have registered at all under the law. Very often they register divorces 
which they should not have registered at all. In a word, many of these 
ofieers ari$^not at all honest officers. Why}* So far as the present times 
•re ooneemed, a large number of honest and competent men are available, 
but on account of the defective method of recruitment in force, such 
bluest piiMiple Have got very little chance of getting into the servioa^ 
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wliereas undesirable find it very easy to in under the present meihod 
and if they once get in, they not only injure the people by extorting 
money from them right and left, but they also injure the morals of the 
people. These officers are not only styled 8^ marriage registrars, but 
they are also given the dignified title of Itazif. Every one knows that 
hnzin were the judicial officers during Muhammadan rule. And so the 
illiterate people amongst the Muhammadans look upon these officers with 
a great deal of veneration. But unfortunately many of these hazis on 
account of the nefarious methods which they adopt in dealing with 
people have earned for themselves a very bad name. 

Therefore, I think, Sir, that proper care should be taken in recruiting 
these Muhammadan marriage registrars. I have known, Sir, of cases in 
which people who had not the least chance of being appointed in any 
other service were appointed as marriage registrars. I know of a man, 
who was dismissed from 8ervii*e when he was a sub-registrar, was pro- 
vided with the office of a marriage registrar. These posts are very lucra- 
tive. In East Bengal, for example, in several districts the income of 
tliese officers comes up to as high a figure as lls. dOU or Its. 41)0 per month 
on an average. It is incumbent, therefore, upon Government to see that 
proper men are selected, and I think it is not at all difficult for Govern- 
ment to make good selections for these appointments. 

In my opinion, some sort of examination should be resorted to for the 
recruitment of these officers, and I think it is up to Government to revise 
their present policy and to replace the present method of recruitment by 
one of examinations. There may l)e difficulties. We are told of diffi- 
culties in season and out of season, but as this is a very very important 
matter, I hope Government will not shirk its responsibility and evolve 
some proper method so that undesirable men may be debarred from 
entering the service and injuring the morals of the people. 

The Hori’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, I regret very 
much the tenor of the speech that lias just now been delivered by Maulvi 
Tamiisuddin inuu. I feel that he has generalised from one or two ins- 
tances of bad behaviour and dishonest work of the hazis. There can be 
no question that the hmis wield considerable influence over the people 
in the places where they are posted. I hold that generally speaking they 
do a great deal of very good and useful work, and it is not fair to charac- 
terise all of them as being open to bribery and corruption, simply because 
in one or two rare instances they may have been guilty of this kind of 
offence. 

4-15 p.m. 

1 am afraid that Mauivi Tamisuddih Khan has not ^nly criticise 
Government as regards th^ method of selection of these officers, but baa 
also indirectly criticised members of this Council. He has said that the 
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preil^t method of recruitiBg mairiag^e regristrarA is unsatisfactory » 
bedibie by this method we get men who are nbt of reliable character, and 
whi> are not always the best men. I inay point out that the committee 
which now selects these men is largely composed of members of the 
Jjegisdative Council; and I am sure you can expe(*t no better men to 
compose that body than the members of the Legislative Council. 
Secondly, Sir, I do not see how the new method of recruitment could be 
criticised by Maulvi Tamiiuddin Khan. So far the first batch of men, I 
think were appointed only about a month or a month and a half ago : the 
new system came into force from the 14th of August 1929. How is it 
possible to say that the men who were only appointed recently have not 
been working satisfactorily? AVhatever might have been the defects of 
the men who were appointed under the old system and it is possible there 
might have been some whose appointment will be difficult to justify, 
you cannot condemn the new system, because the men who have been 
appointed have not had an opportunity of showing their work and what 
type of men they are. I feel that snfficient time should be given to see 
how this method of recniitment works. The reason wliy we changed 
from the old method was not because there were complaints against the 
men appointed but because there were complaints against the district 
committees. I hope the lion’ble mover will realise that we ought to give 
this new method a fair trial, and if it is found to work unsatisfac torily, 
then we can consider whether there should he some other method or not. 

I may also say that the idea of an examination is not very satisfactory for 
appointments of this kind, because the marriage registrars should not he 
appointed merely on academic qualifications, but they should be men 
who have some sort of personality so that they can exercise some influence 
over the people in the locality in which they have to work. Most of 
the people in the raufassal are not educated and it is often found that 
the kazi* and marriage registrars take a great deal of interest in the 
uplift of the people. Therefore, when appointing them, I think mere 
academic qualifications should not be the sole criterion by which they 
should be appointed, the other questions should be taken into considera- 
tion. Therefore, in view of what I have said, I hope the mover will 
withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamiriiddin Khan was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

BliHl dlTCNDRALAL RANNERdEEs ''That the demand of 
Re. 22,09,000 under the head ‘9. — Registration’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to raise a discussion on the policy and general administration of the 
department).” 

iMlvi TAlliZUDOItl KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 22,09,060 under the head "9.— Registration” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to draw attention to the necessity of amending the Muhammadan 
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JiUrriage Begistration Act in the light of experience gathered from the 
working of the Act particularly with a view to fix the realisations made 
*l)y Muhammadan Marriage Eegistrars by way of nazar). 

Sir, I have already pointed out in connection with the last motion 
that it was in the year 1876, that the Muhammadan Marriages and 
Divorces Begistration Act was passed. Since then there has been no 
amendment of the Act as far as I know. Now that Act provides, or 
rather one section of that Act, viz., section 9, provides for a fee of Be. 1 
which a marriage registrar can legitimately levy for each registration 
of a marriage or a divorce. So far as this is concerned that was alright 
in 1876. But there is another section in the Act, namely 10, which 
runs thus: — 

‘‘Nothing in the preceding section shall be held to prohibit a 
marriage registrar from receiving a gratuity in excess of the 
prescribed fee of one rupee when such gratuity is voluntarily 
tendered.’’ 


That section has been causing a tremendous mischief and it seems to 
be strange that the Government is sleeping over all that. Of course 
the section says that the registrar can receive nazar if voluntarily paid. 
But if the people are told that they are not bound to pay anything then 
no one would pay anything. Therefore what some of the marriage 
r^istrars do is that they tell the parties that they have to pay a certain 
amount which ranges from Bs. 5 to even Bs. 10. This money is partically 
extorted by the Muhammadan registrars under the cover of section 10 
of the Act. I do not say that the fee of Be. 1 is sufficient for marriage 
registrars, that is quite inadequate. The fee should be raised to an 
amount which would satisfy the registrars and which also would leave 
no room for the marriage registrars to rob the parties who come to them 
to register marriages or divorces. It may be said that if the fee is 
^xed then also the people will be robbed as they are being done at 
present. But as soon as the people come to know that there is a fixed 
fee, the marriage registrars will not be able to extort any money from 
them. Even fitHj|v.«-days people pay one rupee quite willingly because 
they know that the fee is compulsory. But as there is no provision 
as to the amount of nazar because of the provision of the section 10 in 
the Act unscrupulous marriage registrars can easily cheat the ignorant 
people. This seems to me to be an anomalous state of things. I think 
^many members of this House would remember that there was a day 
when the sub-registrars had no fixed salary, but they used to receive 
^rtain fees. 1 think it is remembered by elderly gentlemen that in 
those days thei^ was a good deal of corruption prevalent amongst thooci 
anb-registrars. But^^nce the sub-registrars ^are being pai4 fixed salaries 
%U those practices have vanished and now the service is quite a oredib* 
able one. Similarly, in the case of Muhammadan marriage r^strars 
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if tife Aot is not amended and the proTision for receiving nazar from 
the |il»ple is not done away with then, I think, the unsorapnlous amongst 
them will go on robbing the people and extorting money from them. 
I do not know on what gro\md the Hon^ble Minister would try to support 
even this provision of the Act. I think that in the light of experience 
which has been gatherer! during the long period of 64 years since the 
Act was passed it is high time that an amendment of the Act should 
be made. 

With these few words I recommend the motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: 1 beg to support the motion of 
reducing this demand which has been moved by Mauivi Tamixuddin 
Khan. There is a general complaint that the things which are done 
by hizis are reprehensible and that is why many people are shy of 
going to them. Apart from the fact that whatever high fees these 
kazis may think of are demanded, they create all sorts of trouble. 
When a marriage is arranged for, they sometimes refuse to register it 
unless the people respond to their demand of a substantial sum by way 
of nazarana. As the amount is fixed, they write it in their books and 
the rest they take as hush money without mentioning it in their books. 
I think Government should pay serious consideration to what my 
friend the mover has said. What I would suggest is to fix the salary 
of 1cazi$ at, say, Rs. 40 or Rs. 50 on which a man can live and be above 
the reacii of temptation. The very fact that he is a Government servant 
will deter him from resorting to corrupt practices, and he will know 
that the hand of law will be upon him and that will deter him from 
resorting to the corrupt practices. This is a matter, Sir, which primarily 
concerns the morality of the people. Scandals often crop up in 
criminal courts about marriages and divorces where as a matter of fact, 
criminal offences relating to abduction or bigamy the marriage has to 
be proved and a ridiculous sight is often seen, when both persons claim 
a woman as wife and both produce a certificate of some kazi or other. 
This is a sight which at any rate for the dignity of the court should not 
be brought before it. Therefore, I would suggest that if instead of the 
nazatanu a fixed amount be laid down, confidence will be created and 
the department will be self-supporting. The matter has become so bad 
that it is high time for Government to intervene in the matter. The 
matter of marriages which is a vital one has been made a plaything 
not only in private but also publicly before the courts. I am really 
mortified to see this sort of lowering the standard of marriage. There- 
fore, in the interests of the people concerned, I would request Govem- 
meUt to intervene in the matter by fixing whatever salary Government 
might deem reasonable and not to allow marriages to be made a play- 
thing. 
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[At 4-30 p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
aftseilibled at 4-40 p.m.] 

Tht Hofl*bff Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 feel a great 
deal can be said both for and against the practice of allowing the 
-iflttWTfffge registrars to accept rmzarana. But in view of what has l>eeJtt 
said in this Council, Government would be prepared to hold an enquiry 
into the methods of rates and remuneration of the marriage registrars 
and if it is found on enquiry that a change is necessary, we will favour- 
ably consider the suggestion. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I could not exactly follow what the 
Hon’ble Minister said. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I said that Govern- 
ment would be prepared to hold an enquiry into the method of rates 
and remunerations to be paid to the marriage registrars. That covers 
the point about the abolition of tiazamna. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamiziiddin Khan was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg leave to move 
that the demand of Rs. 22,09,000 under the head “9. — Registration'" 
be reduced by Re, 1 (general policy with reference to backward classes). 

Sir, I admit the language in which the motion is couched is not 
very happy. I shall briefly explain what I mean. I want to draw 
the attention of the House to the attitude and the policy of the Govern- 
ment which have been generally followed up to date with reference to 
the millions of people known as the backward classes regarding the dis- 
tribution of State patronage. And the figure is not very insignificant; 
for it was pointed out last year by the Government of Bengal to the 
Statutory Commission that it was 11 J millions of people out of a total 
population !p| millions in this province. The Calcutta University 
Commission’s Report and the Census Report of Bengal almost agree 
in this with some modifications here and there. The fact is undisputed 
that there is this large number of people almost one-fourth of the total 
population living in this country. The question now is whether there 
is any duty or obligation cast upon the State or upon those who are 
loud in their cries that they are the Heaven-bom leaders of the masses 
in this country. Has anything been done by either body to ameliorate 
their condition;^ and also to remove the difficulties and grievances under 
which they have l^n suffering from time immemorial or rather the 
grievances which hive been thrown upon them m a joint effect of tho 
several measures adopted by the Government under the iU-adviot of 
these so-called leaders of the country and the system prevalent in this 
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ccfuef^j in the name of religion and ihoitnu? The words uttered by the 
late^ill^. C. R. Das in this House sometime ago in connection lyith the 
gen^l discussion on the budget are still ringing in my ears. He said 
that there were no depressed classes in this country but there had been 
oppressed classes — oppressed e^jually by the Government and the 
advanced people of this country. 

Now, Sir, I do not propose to take too long of the valuable time of 
the House by attempting at a detailed discussion of the past events 
regarding the treatment accorded by the several privileged classes and 
by the Government towards these millions of people wlio are also 
inhabitants of this country. I shall only confine myself to the present 
subject, namely, whether these people have any justification at all in 
asking for any share in the administration specially in the department 
of Registration. We have been told of the old dictum “First deserve 
and then desire.” The question, therefore, resolves itself to one of 
fitness or otherwise of the candidates belonging to these classes in demand- 
ing a share in the administration and in asking for State patronage. 

Now, Sir, it must be admitted that for a Government to run its 
administration smoothly and justly, it must know definitely that its 
subjects have confidence in its administration. When that confidence 
is shaken in any small degree in the minds of a fair proportion of its 
subjects, the Government is at once put upon an enquiry as to its causes 
and upon a proper investigation, try and remove that want of confi* 
dence, however small the degree may be. 

The history of all movements for political advancement in this 
country shows unmistakably that people have asked for more powers 
for which they think they are qualified. I shall not go very far back, 
but 1 shall only call attention to the inauguration of the Reforms in 
or about 1920 in this country. If I have been able to follow the spirit 
embodied in the same aright, one finds that two things are made dis- 
tinctly clear: first, it is said that the legislature will be widened with 
wider and larger franchise and secondly, that Indians would be 
appointed to higher administrative posts. And this has been done with 
the spirit and the hope that Indians as a whole might be able to develop 
a responsible administration within the British Empire, As a result 
we find the existence of the Councils constituted as they are in the 
present moment. We also find the division of the provincial admini- 
stration into Reserved and Transferred subjects. On the Reserved side 
also we find a division between the Europeans and the natives of the 
•oil. 

Now, Sir, may I put this question to my hon’ble colleagues of this 
House-^t any rate— to those who have been good enough to think of the 
oonditm of the millions of their backward fellow countrymen and to 
tibose who have been crying the loudest lor more powepiH-what have 
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yon done to ameliorate the condition of the millions of these people? 
Have you parted with anything that you had clung to up till now — 
even in the name of justice? Where is the evidence to show that you 
have raised even your little huger for this cause? Echo answers : “Oh, 
where !“ In the name of religion, in the name of sAastrag the people 
of this unfortunate caste-ridden country have only treated their fellow 
beings even worse than beasts. In the present moment a change for 
the better is observed in some quarters. But this is due to nobody’s 
generosity — not even to his justice. It is the effect of the time as was 
at one time said by a political giant of Great Britain to be the Grand 
Spiritual Doctor. 

You become executive councillors, you become ministers, you be- 
come judges, you become magistrates — we have no objection. But pray 
be good and just enough not to raise any objection in the way of those 
very few of our candidates who qualify themselves for appointments 
in the subordinate departments as sub-registrars and such other depart- 
ments — not for the sake of an appointment merely but for the sake of 
giving an impetus to the less educated brethern of theirs towards educa- 
tion as also to make them feel that they are also the inhabitants of 
this country. 

Now, Sir, to come specifically to the department of Registration of 
the Government of Bengal, we had occasions to wait upon the rulers of 
the province with our grievances* when we had opportunities also to 
draw their attention to the just claims of the meml)er8 of these back- 
ward classes. I myself had the proud privilege and high honour of 
leading several deputations befcue Lord Carmichael, Ti()rd Konaldshay, 
Lord Lytton and also before His Excellency Sir Stanley Jackson. I 
must admit that we had very sympathetic and encouraging replies to 
all our deputations. Lord Ronaldshay certainly made it clear when 
he said: “Regarding State patronage, you may rest assured that I and 
ray Government will consider not only sympathetically but also justly 
and fairly the claims of those members of your (communities who are 
qualified undey the rules”. Lord Lytton also said practically the same 
thing when he ii'iljlwessed himself thus: “Generally speaking you may 
rest assured that no qualified candidate of your community will ever 
be passed over on the ground of his caste”. Now, Sir, regard being 
had to these principles as laid down by the Provincial Heads from time 
to time, may I enquire of the Government officers how have they been 
applied to practice? Perhaps, Sir, I will not be wrong when I say 
that these have been followed more in their breach than in their observe 
ance. I shall presently give one or two instances only. But, Sir, I 
would like to maie it clear to all concerned that the Government havo 
not done that little thing which they ought .to have done as a matter 
of juetioe-— nor have the so-called leadere of the country done anything-^ 
except showing their sympathy. We would Bke to teR them that #0 
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thaij^'you all ever 8o much for all your sympathies and it is higrh tim* 
noV when we must have justice and fairness. 

Mutlvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: On a point of order,. 
Sir. Is the member in order in making those observations generally 
when we are discussing the grant under Registration}^ 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Now that a point of order has been raised, I must 
say that the member did not confine his remarks to Registration only. 
He has, perhaps, mixed up his present motion with those of his under 
other heads. He will have opportunities later on to speak on them. I 
have been lenient to the member as he was making his maiden speech 
and speaking for backward classes. He will not be in onler if he does, 
not confine his remarks to the head '^Registration'*. 

Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLIOK: I do not think I am out 
of order. However, if the Chair considers . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I must tell the member that it 
is not up to him to question or challenge any ruling of the Chair. He 
must confine his remarks to backward classes so far as they are affected 
under this particular head ‘Hlegistration’*. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I would, therefore, with 
your permission, come to the head "Registration Department.’* 

Sir, you will find that there are about 500 officers as sub-registrara 
in this department of Registration, but I think there are ||esH than 
half-a-dozen of officers belonging to these backward classes in the whole 
cadre. The first appointment was made so far back as 1007, by Sir 
Ijancelot Hare, the then Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal. Next 
came an appointment in 1918, when the candidate was appointed 
directly by His Excellency Tiord Ronaldshay. He is a B. A. with 
difttinction. You will pardon me, Sir, when I say that the unfortunate 
question of caste prejudice has also been worked up at times in the 
minds of the European officers. For when this candidate appeared 
before the District Officer, that careless officer asked the candidate 
whether he, if appointed, would be able to contnd his office consisting of 
privileged classes. This candidate, when appointed, was unfortunately 
placed under him for his probationary training and when he called upon 
the District Officer, the very first question the latter asked him was as to 
how he got the appointment. And it was after aU one as sub-registrar. 

If I were the candidate, I would have put his original question back 
to him and would have told him that it did not lie in his mouth to bo 
so vulgar as^ descendant of a cobbler was at that moment found fit to 
hold the reins of the British Empire as its Premier. Fortunately for 
us that officer is no more in service as he has resigned and left thia 
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epuntry. Next ymr in 1919, two ap|K>iiitinent8 were made — ^who got 
the first nominations from two different divisions — one of them was a 
B. A. with distinction; unfortunately he is now dead. As regards the 
other, he appeared before Mr. Cassells, and that just officer was highly 
satisfied and was good enough to recommend him very strongly, and 
he subsequently got in. 

These, Sir, are a few of the instances to indicate the treatment meted 
out to our candidates. Said another officer that he was very thick- 
headed and the question of the backward classes would not enter into 
his liead. The answer was immediately given that for that very reason, 
it was necessary for one to go on knocking and knocking till it made 
his head soft and till it entered into his head and he only smiled and 
nodded his head. This, Sir, is in brief our experience. Some sneer, 
some jeer, some nod and some only sympathise with us. Was I not 
right therefore. Sir, in stating in reply to a question put to me by Lord 
Burnham last year while giving my evidence before the Statutory Com- 
mission that we have had sympathies from the highest ruler to the so- 
called leagues, but when the time for practical action comes, all sympathy 
evaporates. 

p.m. 

Before that Commission, I was also asked as to the appoint- 
ments in this very department of Registration and I had to point out 
that last year — 1929 — an M. A. belonging to one of these classes was 
superseded by a B, A. belonging to one of the privileged classes. Am 
I not right, therefore, when I have said that in this unfortunate caste- 
ridden country nolmdy is free from his caste prejudices. This has now 
been worked up in the minds of the European members who are supposed 
not to be actuated by any idea of that type. Where then is the considera- 
tion of justice and where is your sympathy.^ It will be painful indeed 
to find the implicit faith, that these humble and law-abiding people yet 
have, in the British administration, shaken even in a small degree by 
the ill-adyised and unjust actions of some of the officers here and there. 
It will not bt httppy from any point of view whatsoever. I ask my 
hon’ble colleagues of this House — for I know that there are many here 
who have real sympathy with these people — to seriously consider this 
matter and to accept my motion as it demands a bare minimum of 
justice. I would also appeal to the Government specially to the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge as I have known him to be sincerely just 
to the true claims of these millions of people known as the baclnmd 
Masses to consider this matter and to accept the principle involved. We 
know the dict|im— '‘Knock at the door and it shall be open unto thee.” 
But, Sir, it is wi^ to wake up at the first knocking l^lore you get a 
poking with a rod. With these words I commend the motion lor the 
acceptance of the House. 
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lllft Itoll’Mt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUOOIIil. Qoyernmeiit have 
ajnnpatheticaily considered the claims of the depressed and 
bacl^ard classes and whenever possible they have appointed them, 
esp^ilJly in the Reg-istration Department. In 1927, one of the members 
of the, backward clasps belonging to the Satchasi class was appointed 
and in 1929, another member of the backward class belonging to the 
Namasudra class was appointed. 

As regards ministerial appointments the conditions are practically 
the same though no percentage has been fixed. But wherever possible 
their claims are sympathetically considered and appointments are made 
accordingly. It is very difficult to fix any percentage because it is 
difficult to determine who is a member of the backward and who is a 
member of the depressed class. In this connection I may tell the House 
that in the much-criticised conference which I had on the Primary 
Education Bill this year, one of the members raised the question tliat a 
representative of the backward class should be there and another 
suggested that there should be a representative of the depressed class 
and they could not agree whether it should be depressed or the backward 
class. Government are faced with the same difficulty but whenever 
possible they sympathetically consider their claims. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLtCK: Sir, after the assurance 
that the Government will sympathetically consider the cases of the 
backward and depressed classes, I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 will have one discussion on motions Nos. 72 
to 84. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 22,09,000 under the head “9. — Registration 
{Reserved and Transferred)” be reduced by Re 1 (to draw attention 
to the fact that the remuneration of the extra copyists of the Calcutta 
Registration office is diminishing day by day). 

Sir, the extra copyists attached to the Calcutta Registration office 
are a set of most ill-paid Government employees. Their grievances 
have already been discussed .several times in this House and the Govern- 
ment also have acknowledged in a starred question on the 24th of 
August, 1928, that the income of these people have undoubtedly 
decreased to a great extent owing to the introduction of the piece-rate 
eystem since Apnl, 1927. But as yet no steps appear to have been 
taken for the amlioration of their distress.. Sir,, on behalf of this 
Hqifise, may I not take this opportunity of aakii^ the Govemnimit 
ndbat realljy is the cause of their indiilerence and dilatoriness in this 
lhalier? Seeing that the Govemment have thoroughly undersiood the 

n 
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sitiii»tioii is it ziot xieceMary to ask whkii tliay ^11 actually uadertake 
tlia consideratioiiP Is it now or after tke elimination of these people 
is complete? 

Sir, ill this connection, I enligrhten the House with the fact that 
before the introduction of the piece-rate system, which, I think a 
barbarous system, meant for the exploitation of the labour, i.e., before 
the year 1927, these very people used to get Es. 30 per month on the 
fixed monthly rate of Be. 1 per 3,000 words copied and 6,000 words 
composed if they attended on all woiking days of a month including 
the holidays. But since 1927, they are paid on piece-rate system at 
Rs. 14 per 3,000 words copied and 6,000 words composed for the actual 
work turned out by them etclusive of holidays. Consequently their 
income is now reduced to Bs. 17 per month. Bir, 1 understand that the 
office-master is of opinion and remarks that their income is greatly 
decreased owing to the introduction of this cruel system in Calcutta 
(ffilce. I challenge the Government to enlighten the House with the 
note of the Registrar of Calcutta submitted to the Government. 

Is it not. Sir, beyond doUbt that these men are actually starving 
with their families in such an expensive town like Calcutta P Even 
peons of post office who deliver letters from door to door although man 
of much lower status than these employees have been brought up 
by the Government to a better prospect of pay, namely, Rs. 30 to Rs. 60 
per mensem. I do not find any reason why Government should not 
allow to these people, who really come of respectable families and many 
of whom are raatries and undergraduates — even the same advantage not 
to speak of any better one. Over and above these employees get no 
casual leave, privilege leave, any kind of leave as enjoyed by the 
temporary hands of the other Government offices. 

Their brother copyists, those who serve in Alipur Court and other 
civil courts, perform same nature of work, earn Bs. 40 to Bs. 50 per 
month. While these men eatu Rs. 17 to Bs. 19. May I ask the 
Hon’ble jMinister in charge what is the cause of this difference? 

In recognition of excessive labour and responsible work with most 
insufficient income under the benevolent Government, I think it would 
not be improper on my part to recommend the formation of an associa- 
tion like the C. S. P. C. A. fbr the mitigation of their distress. 

Sir, in this connection I would like to add that it will not be 
surprising if one day them hard-worked clerks and typists and poor 
people declare a general mHke in respect of their work and I am sure 
that day will not be far off if the grievances of these ill-paid* 
dorks of Government ofteee are not redressed. I think it will be the 
duty of the re^resenthiivks of the people — I mean the elected memhei^ 
of this House— to piy mcue attention to the grievances of diene 
Unpaid derks and I #i^r advise and request them to remember diat it 
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is for serious consideration. I would alao ask the Hon^ble 

ICiniiler in chai'ge to see that this matter is attended to without delay. 

tile following motion was called but not moved: — 

III* A* K. FAZL-UL HUQ: “That the demand for Rs. 22^09,00(1 
under the head *9. — Registration* be reduced by Re, 1 (to draw atten* 
tion to the discontent prevailing in the Registration Department regard* 
ittg pay and prospects of officers, gaaetted and non-gaaetted)." 

Mniivi SYEO flALALUDDIN HASHEMYs Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 22,09,000 under the head “9.— Registration 
(Reserveil and Transferred)’* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to 
the fact that a number of extra copyists have not been made permanent). 

Sir, I beg also to move that the demand of Rs. 22,09,000 under 
the head “9. — ^Registration (Reserved and Transferred)” be redu(*ed 
by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that the permanent copyists and 
clerks of the Calcutta Registration office sent a memorial to the 
Government, dated the 8th October, 1928, which has not yet been 
considered). 

Sir, I feel it my duty to say from the floor of this House that the 
permanent bauds of the Calcutta Registration office suffer grievances 
real and genuine which ought to be removed as early as possible. The 
work of this department is of a very important character and these 
poor men have to do very hard work while they are very ill-paid. 
The sfiale of pay for the permanent copyists is Rs. 40 — 1 — 60 and 
for clerks Rs, 45 — ^2 — 85, which is much inferior to the 
scale of pay for the clerks of the Calcutta collectorate. I do not find 
any reason why theie should he the invidious distinction between clerks 
and copyists although it is the copyists that are called up to do clerical 
works in the general line when necessity arises, and why the copyists 
should be deprived of the advantage of the clerical grade being brought 
dowrt to a standstill at Rs. 50 for an almost indefinite period until 
vacancies arise in the clerical grade. Is it not possible for the Govern- 
ment to place these people on the same level of pay with the Cal(nitta 
fx>llectorate hands, both of whom are entrusted with the works of the 
same nature and the same kind of importance? 

In response to a memorial, dated 8th October, 1928, of these clerks 
and oopyiits Government admitted in a starred question on the ISth 
Match, 1929, that their case was under consideration. Although 
almost » year has passed away nothing appears to have been done by 
^le Qovormnent in this connection. May I not ask the Government 
lioir long this consideration will not be given effect to? I do not know 
in what langtmge such indifference of the Government should be 
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condemned. Sir, In thia connection I would draw the attention of the 
Houae to the words I used in my previous speech. I would also remind 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge that if these poor clerks are treated in 
this way, I think T would not be wrong if I say that one day they 
will revolt and then it will be very difficult for the Government to 
manage their registration work. Therefore, I would ask you to give 
this your very serious consideration. 


MiUlvi «YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 22,09,000 under the head **9. — Registitition (Re^wrved 
and TransfOTred)*’ be reduced by Re, 1 (to draw attention to the 
difference of the rates, pay and prospect existing in the Registration 
Department in comparison with those of the collectorate and civil 
courts of Bengal). 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 


Mr. K. C. RAY OHAUDHURI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY2 ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 22,09,000 under the head 
‘9.— Registration (Resened and Transferred)’ be reduced by Be. 1 (to 
draw attention to the fact that there is no system of making the 
Registration employees permanent and regulating their promotion).” 


Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI and Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
MA8HEMY. “That the demand of Rs. 22,09,000 under the head 
‘9, — Registration (Reserved and Transferred)’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
discuss the pay and prospect and working hours of the ministerial 
employees of the Registration Department).” 


The Hon’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: The first motion was 
about the copyists of the Calcutta Registration office. Govern- 

ment changed the system of remuneration in 1921, and on calculating 
the average it will appear that they are actually now getting more than 
what they were getting before the change; that is to say, before the 
change they were getting less. 

The reason why there was delay in disposing of the memorial of the 
officers and permanent copyists of the Calcutta Registration office was 
that Government had first to decide whether there should be some 
increase in the remuneration of clerks in the Registration Department 
in view of their increased work under , the Bengal Tenancy Act 
Having decided that question they are now going to pass final orders 
on the memoiidi submitted by the extra copyhits employed in the 
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Registration office. In tlie memorial they submitted to 
Goferomeiit they asked for extra house allowance and increased pay. 
At the time when the scale of their salary was fixed, the fact that they 
were going to remain in Calcutta was taken into consideration. There- 
fore the question of house allowance does not arise. As regards the 
question of increase of pay, Government are of opinion that there 
cannot be any inci‘ease in the pay of the employees of the Registration 
Dei»ai*tment until and unless the question of the revision of pay of all 
the ministerial officers and clerks in all the departments of Government 
is taken up at one and the same time. We cannot give increments 
in a piecemeal fashion. In 1922, a <‘oininittee was appointed called the 
McAlpiu Committee in which the scale of pay of the clerks and 
ministerial officers of Government was gone into and decided. It is 
only 7 years since then and owing to financial stringency it is not 
possible to go into this question now and, therefore, until the finances of 
the Government of Bengal improve this (luestion cannot he reconsidered. 

Another motion has been moved in which the question of making 
the extra copyists permanent was raised. The extra copyists who have 
been working since 1924, came in with the knowledge that they could 
only he given a permanent appointment if they were appointed as 
apprentices. Until they get that appointment they cann(>t he made 
permanent and it was made known to them that their appointment 
as extra copyists was bound to he temjmrary. In 1924, Government 
changed the system and said that future recruitment (d clerks and 
mohirrirf in the Registration Department would be made from the 
apprentices. So the extra copyists knew this fact when they took up 
the work and the only thing that can he considered in their favour 
is that when we w^ould appoint apprentices their claims would he 
considered in view of the fact that they have been working in the 
department as extra copyists for some time. 

The following motions were put and lost; — 

“That the demand of Rs. 22,09,000 under the head *9. — Registration 
^Reserved and Transferred)’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to draw' attention to 
the fact that the remuneration of the extra copyists of the Calcutta 
Registration Office is diminishing day by day).” 

“That the demand of Rs. 22,09,000 under the head *9.— Registra- 
tion (Reseived and Transferred)* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention 
to the fact that a nunil»er of extra copyists have not been made 
permanent).*’ 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 22,09, 00t> under the bead “9. — 
Registration t Reserved and Transferred)’* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
Httentioii to ^he fa« t that the permanent copyists and clerks of the 
Calcutta Tlegidration Office sent a memorial to the Government, dated 
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the 8th October, 1928, which has not yet been coneidered) was then 
put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYCi. 

MeeiM, iCasi ImMai. 

NmmIii, Mamvi wi ilMiii i we . 

Him, Mr. A. K. rul-«l. 

KAmn, MmHvI AMm. 

Ktoan, MmiHri TainitiNMin. 

Ul MutamimMI, Haji. 
eatfdar, Uta Mimaaiaa eratai. 
naaatai, Mr. A. 

Ray, Raba KiMttar Maliaa. 

Ray OiiaaNlliury, Raba Ratlab CbaaRra. 
Raut, Raba HaMnl. 

Ray, Raba tatyanera Natb. 

Ray, Mr. RIJay RraMul Sl^ 

Ray, Mr. Railaawar tinib. 

•abana, Raba tatya Kiakar. 

•an Capta, Or. Naratb CbanRra. 

•bab, Maaivi Abdal Hamid. 


N0E8. 

•al, Mr. iarat phandra. 

Rallabb, Rai Rabadar Dabandra Natb. 

Ranarji, Ral Rabadar Kaabab Cbandra. 

Rarma, Rai tabib Ranahanan. 

Ratfruddin, Maaivi Mabammad. 

Oaaaallt, Mr. A. 

Cbaudburl, Kban Rabadar Mauhri Haflaur 
Rahman. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Coban, Mr. 0. J. 

Caapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Dain, Mr. 0. R. 

Oat, Raba tatyandra Kamar. 

Oatb, Mr. A. 4. 
fataon, Mr. 0. A. 

Faraaal, tba Hon'bla Kban Rabadar 
K. 0. M. 

Qaniali, Rai tabib tatil Kamar. 

Qbdib, Mr. M. C. 

Obatb, Rai Rabadar tbatbanlia Kamar. 
Obamavl, tba Hon'bla AHiadj Sir 
Abdalfcarim. 

Oaanba, Rai Rabadar Radridaa. 

Rar di n, Mr. A. 0. 

Oaba, Mr. a. 

Oumar, Mr. C. W. 

Hablballab, Nawab Khwa|a. 

MORR, Mr. R. P 

HaMtn, liavrab Matbarraf. Kban Rabadar. 
Iniab, Mr. j. 

Katam, Maabrl Abal. 

Kban, Mr. Raiaar Rabman. 

Laird, Mr. R. R. 

•laRalra, Mr. L. T. 


The Ayes being 34 and the Noe* 63, the motion was lost. 

The following n^ition was th«i put and lost: — 

“That the demand of Rs. 22,09,000 under the head *9. — RetpstratieM. 
(Reserved and Transferred)* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attentiCMI ^6 


Marr, tba Han'Ma Mr. A. 

MaClatkia, Mr. E. T. 

Mitra, Raba tarat Chandra. 

MItttr, tba Han’bit Sir Pravatb Cbuadar. 
Mabarly, tba Hon'bla Mr. A. N. 

Mimiok, Mr. Mukunda Rabary. 

Naf, Ravarand R. A. 

Haalmuddin, tba Hon'bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Pinnall, Mr. L. R. 

EVantlea, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mauivi Azimir. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur* 

Ray, tba Han’bia Kumar tblb tbakbar- 
aawar. 

Roaa, Mr. a F. 

Ray, Maharaja Jasadlab Hath, of Olnajpur. 
Roy, Mr. tarat Kumar. 

Roy, Mr, tbanti thokbaraowar. 

Ruahfortb, Mr. F. V. 
taadatullah, Mauivi Muhammad, 
tarkar. Sir dadunatb. 
tarkar, Rbl tabib Rabat! Mohan. 

•kinnor, Mr. t. A. 
ttaplaton, Mr. N. E. 
tttbrawardy, Mr. H. t. 

•toon, LLM M. R. 
ttovoiia, Mr. H. t. I. 

T b o mp oon, Mr. W. N. 

Travora, Mr. W. L. 

Torynam, Mr. N. J. 

Wordawortb, Mr. W. R. 


Ali, Mauivi Haaoan. 

Raliob, Mauivi tyod Majid. 

Ranorjl, Mr. P. 

Raott Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Roaa, Mr. t. M. 

Cbattorjoa, Mr. R. 0. 

Cbaudburl, Rabu Klaborl Moban. 
Cbaudburi, Or. doRandra Chandra. 
Cbaudburl, Mauivi Aabrafuddin. 
Cbottdbury, Mauivi Nural Aboar. 
Euaufji, Mauivi Mur Rabman Kban. 
faziutlab, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Obooo, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 

Ouba, Rabu Profulia Kumar. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Naabamy, Mauhri tyod dalaluddtn. 
Naaua, Kban Rahadur Mauivi Azizul. 
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tk^ Aiffer^ace of tke rates, pay and prospect existing in the Eegistration 
Department in comparison with those of the coliectorate and civil 
conrta of Bengal)/’ 

Tie fallowing motion was called but not moved: — 

KImmi Sthib Mbltlvi BAZLUL HUQ: **That the demand of 
Es. 22,09,000 under the bead ‘9. — Registration’ be reduced by Be. 1, (To 
discuss about fall in registration fees and to impress about improbability 
of increase as expected by the Hou’ble Minister and also to discuss 
about the pay and prospect of the ministerial officers of the Registra* 
tion Department).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 22,09,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “Q.-^Begistration” was then put and agreed to. 

5-30 p.m. 

9Ar— Schadulod Taxes. 

Ttia Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of 

Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 15,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “9A. — Scheduled Taxes.” 

The details of tl^is demand will be found on page 38 of the Green 
Book, and consists of one item only, viz., the payment of Rs. 15,000 to 
the Royal Calcutta Turf Club for the collection of betting taxes. 

The following motions were not moved: — 

Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: <*That the demand of Rs. 15,000 
under the head ‘OA. — Scheduled Taxes’ be reduced by Rs. 14,999.” 

Babtt KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: That the demand of 
Rs. 15,000 under the bead ‘9A. — Scheduled Taxes (Reserved)’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (policy involved in the betting tax collection).” 
The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr was then put and agreed to, 


XIII, 18, 18(1), 16 and 88.~lrHgatioii. 

Tba Hon’bia AHiadl Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, on the 
recommendation of Hie Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 53,39,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads 
^‘15, — Other Revanue expeaditure financed from ordinary revenue,” 
"‘XIII.— Irrigation— Working expenses,” “16(1).— Other Revenue 
exp^diture financed from Famine Belief Grants,” “16.— Const ruction 
of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage works’* and 
Constmction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and 
Drainage wmrks charged to Revenue.” 
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pn)vif}ion bat» been made next year for oompleting the work ef 
fixing: & Stoney*8 shutter in the under-sluiee of the Midnapore canal 
which has been commenced this year with the object of preventing the 
silting of the (;anal and effecting economy in its maintenance. Provi- 
sion has also been made next year for the Government share of the 
cost of reconstruction of the Narkeldanga, Manicktolla and Belliaghata 
bridges. Government have at length agreed to bear 50 per cent, instead 
of 46 per cent, of the cost of these bridges and also of the Chitpore, 
Alipore and Tollygaiij bridges, the extra estimated liability amounting 
to Rs. I,46j000. Funds have also been provided to finish the new 
Alipore bridge to begin the reconstruction of the Chitpore and IJlta- 
danga bridges, to (‘oiistruct a drainage sluice at Ealinagore at the 3rd 
mile of the Kulinagore embankment, Hijili Tidal canal and certain 
other important works. Provision has also been made for dredging 
the Tx)wer Kumar river in the Madaripore bil route, Hetaliya river, 
and Channel * reek in the Sundarbans steamer route. The deterioration 
of the rivers in the western Sundarbans is more marked and the situa- 
tion is becoming increasingly difficult. The policy of Government, 
however, is to maintain the Sundarbans steamer route so long as this 
can be done. 

Sir, last February, in the session that was held, the Council voted 
by means of a token grant of Re. 1 an extra expenditure of Rs. 1,00,000 
during the current financial year on the construction of a brick 
mattress at Serajganj to prevent further erosion of the town by the 
river Jainuna. The work has been commenced this year and a sum of 
Rs. 1,13,000 has been provided next year to complete the work. The 
Town Pniteotion Committee, Serajganj, has promised to contribute 
Bs. 1 ,00,000 roughly, which is about 1 / 3rd of the total cost. The whole 
work is estimated to cost something like Rs. 3,13,000. 

In Western Bengal the staff has been concentrated on the preliminary 
surveys in connection with the Maurakshi irrigation scheme in the 
Birbhum distrft^C This enquiry has shown that the canal is feasible 
and that there is .sufficient water for the Irrigation of about 60,000 acres. 
The detailed estimates will be prepared forthwith. 

Works in connection with the Damodar canal and the Baloetwar 
irrigation scheme are being pushed on vigorously, and adequate provi* 
sion has been made in next year’s budget for the continuance of tbese 
woidu. The two projects are being financed by borrowing money from 
tbe Provincial ?fx>anB Fund. It is hoped the Bakreswar canal will be 
opened for irrigation this year. 1 regret very much that, owing to 
financial stringency, it has not been found possible to provide funds 
m 9 Xt year for the Berai irrigation scheme in the Bankura district and 
tbe Satkahonia irrigation scheme in the Burdwan district. ' 
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the sajue reagou ag:ain it wag not poasible to include the scheme 
for lie semi'canaligation of the Alaipur khal in the Khulna district 
in the next year’s budget, or the scheme for the widening of the 
Burhani khal in the Bakarganj district. 

Provision has been made for the continuance of the work in connec- 
tion with the construction of locks and sluices on the Lower Kumar 
river. The object of the work is to make the river Ijower Kumar, which 
forms a part of the Madaripur bil route, navigable throughout the year. 
It is expected that these sluices will be brought into operation during 
the coming monsoon. 

Let me say, Sir, in conclusion that this department is seriously, and 
I may say woefully, undermanned, and it is, therefore, impossible to 
extend its activities bi many eastern and northern districts where there 
is a great demand for navigation and drainage schemes. There is a 
scheme for the necessary expansion of the department, but lack of funds 
stands in the way of giving effect to this scheme. 

During the discussion on the budget last year it was announced that 
Government had under contemplation the appointment of a committee 
to advise it on the re-organization of the department. I am happy to 
say that this comujittee has just finished its labours, and it is expected 
that the repoit of tlie committee will l>e in the hands of members of this 
House within a short time. 

With the«i€ few remarks, I commend my motion for the acceptance* 
of the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: I propose to have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 90 to 96. 

TIm Hon’bla Alhtdj Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: May 1 

suggest, Sir, that there should also be one discussion on motions Nos. 99^ 
100, 102, 103, 104, 105, 107, 108, 109, 112, 114, 115, and, perhaps,. 
116, which all relate to policy? The other motions might be taken up 
separately. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. 

KIMui Bahitfiir Mauivi AZiZUL HAQUE: Sir, I beg leave to move 
motions Nos. 90 to 96 together. I beg to move — 

that the demand of Rs. 3,000 under the head '*15. — Irrigation — 
Other Revenue expenses, etc. (Works) — Inspection Bungalow at 
Jal|ingi” be refused; 

that the demand of Rs. 2,00Q under the head '*15. — Irrigation^ 
Other ‘Hevenue expenses, etc. (Works) and extension and 
Improvements — Best Shed at Hanskhali’’ be refused; 
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that the demand af He. 3,000 under the head ^*15. — Irrigatioii-^ 
Other Revenue expensee, etc. (Work8)-^ectional Officer's 
Quarters at Rajshahi" be refused; 

that the demand of Es. 3,000 under the head ‘*15. — Irrigation — 
Other Revenue expenses, etc. (Works) — Amgachia Bungalow'' 
be refused ; 

that the demand of Rs. 4,100 under the head “15. — Irrigation — 
Other Revenue expenses, etc. (Works) — Sectional Office and 
Quarters at Tengrabichi" be refused; 

that the demand of Rs. 2,000 under the head “15. — Irrigation — 
Other Revenue expenses, etc. (Works) — Inspection Bungalow at 
Bahadurpur" be refused; and 

that the demand of Rs. 680 under the head “15. — Irrigation — Other 
Revenue expenses, etc. (Works) — Amta Inspection Bungalow" 
be refused. 

My intention, so far as these motions are concerned, is to criticise 
the policy of the Irrigation Department in the matter of construction 
of inspection bungalows under that department. Irrigation Depart- 
ment is not the only department which has got to do inspection in the 
mufassal ; other departments of Government have to do inspection work 
as well. And if inspection bungalows are increased in this progressive 
ratio, I think the time will come when we shall have nothing else but 
inspection bungalows all over Bengal. Personally, I do not know what 
is the policy of Government in constructing inspection bungalows in 
this fashion. The construction of inspection bungalows is ordinarily 
the function of local bodies, and they are expected to provide them. 
Government should from time to time encourage local bodies to construct 
these bungalows, and I think it would be much better if, instead of 
constructing inspection bungalows themselves, they encouraged local 
bodies to build these bungalows by subsidising them. Things will be 
mucTi better then, as it will mean concentration of such building works. 
After all, these bungalows are not merely intended for the use of. 
officers of the Irrigation Department only, for they are freely used by 
officers of other departments. There are certain inspection bungalows 
the reasons for whose provisions I do not understand. ¥m instace, 
in our district and near about the budget provides for two bungalows, one 
at Hanskhali and the other at Jalangi. The toll-house at HaaskhaH 
is a magnificent building, and it was constructed at a time when there 
was no Public Works Department and no system of specifications and 
plans. For the last few years the Irrigation Department has been 
attempting ihrotigh tlie District Magistrate' to sell that building to ^e 
highest bidder, but up till now no one has come forward to pilithase if. 
That building cmi be used with slight altmraiions as an ialpeeiion 
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bttii|illlow; Instead of doing that, provision has been made for a rest* 
hoiiM« at Hanskhali. I say that this is a matter which deserves the 
earnest attention of Government. There is already a building, and 
nothing prevents Government from using it as a rest-house. A new 
rest*hou8e will be nothing more than a hut, but if the toll-house is so' 
changed as to make it habitable for officers, it will probably be less 
expensive than constructing a new rest-house. These are the reasons 
why I have moved these motions, because personally I am familiar with 
these cases. The same remarks apply to the inspection bungalows at 
Amgachia, Bahadurpur, Tangrabichi, and Amta. 

We know that contagious disease is a subject which is the concern 
of the Medical Department. I am afraid, this time the Irrigation 
Department has caught a contagion of constructing inspection bungalows, 
and so they are having it in any and every place. I think the Irriga- 
tion Department would do well to start on a definite and comprehensive 
policy of its own. I, personally, am not opposed to the provision of 
inspection bungalows for the comfort of officers, but I should like to 
know on what principles these quarters are constructed. How do you 
give preference to one place? How do you select another place? These 
are matters, which I think should find a place in the budget statement, 
so that thcvse things can be easily understood by the members of this 
House and they might exercise control. 

5-45 p.m. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, judging by the large 
number of buildings that are being constructed, judging by the large 
quantity of money that is being spent on brick and mortar, one would 
think that the department does not know what to do with the money. 
The facts are quite the reverse. Whenever the Irrigation Department 
is called upon — and I shall have occasions to draw attention of the 
department later on to cases of that character — to do the least little 
thing for the welfare of the people, for giving water for agricultural 
purposes, they come forward with the reply that money is not forth- 
coming. I may point out that the Irrigation Department is one which 
is run at a tremendous loss and in spite of that this insolvent depart- 
ment is spending thousands of rupees 

Tilt Honmit AlhMiJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: On a point 
of order. Sir. I think the motions relate to questions of bungalows, 
and not to qtiestion of policy. If the member is discussing the question 
of policy, I am afraid it would be wrong on his part to do so. 

JDr. Nf REiH CHANDRA BEN GUPTAf I am discussing the 
q^tion of the policy of the department in the matter of erecting 
bipgalowa and spending money on brick and mortar when it cannot 
a|ie^ money in feeding the hungry mouths of the people of the country. 
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In tke Burdwan and Hooghly districts tb«re are immense areas wkicb 
cannot be profitably utilised, because the Irrigatiop Department baa 
not imagination enough to carry on the work properly. Represented 
tions have been made to Government on the point without any effect. 
1 do not want to discuss that now. What I want to say now is that it 
is abundantly clear that the Irrigation Department has not the money 
to waste on brick and mortar. We have heard of inspections and when- 
ever I have sifted the question of inspection I have found that there ia 
more and more of the shadow in it than substance. Inspections, SirP 
Inspections are perhaps necessary, I think the officers of Government 
should do inspections if necessary, but not, with all the luxuries of 
Calcutta life. I do not think it is necessary to provide inspection 
bungalows for inspecting officers to stay there for a day or two on a 
luxurious scale, I know that there are a number of Government officers 
who have to do a lot of inspection work in distant and remote villages 
where there is not a single inspection bungalows, and yet they do it all 
the same. The Co-operative Department, for instance, have a number 
of officers who go to the remotest villages and stay there for a long time,, 
sometimes without an inspection bungalow to provide amenities for 
them. Why should not the Irrigation Department officers submit to 
the same sort of sufferings as their brother officers of the Co-operative 
Department? I say with all the emphasis I can command that thia 
House must reject every proposal for spending money on brick and 
mortar, most of all for the department which exists for the purpose of 
feeding the hungry mouths of the people. We must refuse even a 
single pice to be spent on brick and mortar until the absolutely 
essential and urgent needs of the department have been satisfied. 

Tht Hoii’bta Alhadl Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, I think 
both the Khan Bahadur and Dr, Sen Gupta will admit that there i» 
no department under Government which requires inspection more than 
the Irrigation Department. If it is thought necessary that scrutiny 
iffiould be made co]*efully of, and watch should be kept on, money that 
is spent by tMs department, it is all the more necessary that inspect 
tions should be made every now and then. I may say that these inspec- 
tion bungalows, which it is proposed to construct, all told, will cost a 
few thousand rupees, via., Rs. 17,780, I shall proceed in the first 
instance to explain to my hon^ble friend, in brief, giving information 
with regard to each of the items mentioned against the different motions 
that stand in his name. 

The first is a bungalow at Jalangi. This is required because there 
is no other bungalow in the vicinity which can be used by insp^iag 
office when inspecting the Ganges and the Mathabhanga rivers. An 
officer going to inspect a river is required to spend two or three days 
at a time. Therefore, he requires some place to put his head undi^. 
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next is the questian of the rest shed at Hanskhali. This is 
requil^ as an economical measure to enable us to do away with the much 
largiftT buildings comprising the toll*collector’s ofEce and quarters at 
Hanskhali. I understand that it would be much cheaper to build a rest 
shed there with a small expenditure than to improve the huge toll- 
collector's office and quarters. 

Then, we come to the sectional officer's quarters at Rajshahi. At 
present the sectional officer is accommodated in a ramshackle shed which 
is about to tumble down. 

Then, there is the Amgachia bungalow which is required to replat^e 
the existing bungalow which is on the point of collapse and is not in 
a fit state to be used by any touring officer. 

Then, we come to the sectional office and quarters at Tengrabichi. 
These comprise two sectional officers' quarters at Kulpi and Tengra- 
bichi on the Hooghly left embankment to replace the quarters which 
are in a very dilapidated condition. 

Next, we come to the inspection bungalow at Bahadurpur. It is 
a thatched shed. It is necessary to maintain a bungalow in these 
parts to enable officers to supervise the new Gobranala flushing works. 

The money put down against the Amta bungajow is merely for the 
purpose of putting a fence round the compound. It is a matter of a 
few hundred rupees only. 

This is the sum total of all these bungalows, regarding the cost of 
which we have just heard an eloquent speech from our friend over there. 
He expressed his indignation at the enormous wastage in the depart- 
ment. I shall be very pleased to hear him on this question later on. 
So far as these bungalows are concerned, I think it is obvious to the 
members of this House that this is a very small matter and is require<l 
simply in the interests of efficiency and to provide against inclement 
weather so that the officers visiting those places can spend a number of 
days there in inspecting their work. I trust after this explanation my 
friend will not press his motions. 

ICIiail Bahadur Mauivi AZililL HAQUE: Am I to understand that 
80 far as item No. 91 is concerned, the Hon'ble Member will be pleased 
to consider the matter in detail f 

Tha Hoii^bla Alhadl Sir ABOELKiRIM CHUIMAVI: Yes 

The n\otion that the demand of Bs. 3,000 under the head * 15.-^ 
legation — Other Revenue expenses, etc. (Works)-*'Inspectioa 
Bimgalow at Jalangi'' be refused, was then put and lost 
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The following motions of Khan Bahadiir Maul^ Aciimi Hh^ue 
hy leave of the Council, withdrawn:—^ 

“That the demand of Hs. 2,000 under the head ‘15.—Irrigation — 
Othei Bevenue expenses, etc. (Works) and extension and Improve- 
ment— Rest Shed at flanskhali’ he refused.*' 

“That the demand of Bs. 0,000 under the head *16, — Irrigation — 
Other Bevenue expenses, etc. (Works) — Sectional Officer's Quarters 
at Bajshahi’ be refused.’* 

“That the demand of Rs. 3,000 under the head ‘16. — Irrigation — 
Other Revenue expenses, etc. (Works) — Arogachia Bungalow’ be 
refused.’’ 

“That the demand of Bs. 4,100 under the head ‘16. — Irrigation — 
Other Revenue expenses, etc. (Works) — Sectional Office and Quarters 
at Tengrabichi’ be refused.’’ 

“That the demand of Rs. 2,000 under the head ‘16. — Irrigation — 
Other Revenue expenses, etc. (Works) — Inspection Bungalow at 
Bahadurpur’ be refused.” 

“That the demand of Rs. 680 under the head ‘16. — Irrigation — 
Other Revenue expenses, etc. (Works) — Amta Inspection Bungalow’ 
be refused,’' 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 19,000 under the head “15 A. —Irrigation Works” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to press that in future all estimates prepared 
by Irrigation Department above Rs. 1,00,000 should be published). 

Sir, at the outset I must congratulate the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Irrigation Department for the many reforms that he has 
already introduced in this department. He has been more responsive 
to pressure of public opinion than we were accustomed to in this depart- 
ment, and I think, and I personally feel that it is our duty to express 
our feeling of gratefulness to him, particularly for the interest he has 
taken in accepting and pushing through schemes of public welfare. He 
has of late sanctioned the Serajganj scheme, which aftef all has a 
chance of saving the town, even though the major part of it is tinder 
water, but better late than never. That he has been able to get the 
expert officers of the department to agree to his proposal is a matter of 
congratulation to him. He has succeeded in the matter of the scheme 
for putting up the Hoakhali bund. Even if the scheme fails, it will 
show that the department is willing to give a response to a popular 
demand. I personally feel that even if it involves a waste of money, 
ai is feared by some^ people, it is a scheme 'wisHh trying and which the 
Irrigation Department should have taken note of long before. 



BEMAKBS FOB ^ftAlTTS. 


m 


MICSIOfiNT: What is the force of your argumeut when you 
gay ^t all estimates prepared by the Irrigation Department above 
Bs. iyOOyOOO should in future be published f 

Klitii Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I anticipated your 
question and I was just coming to the point. 

6 p.m. 

I can say that he has been responsive to popular opinion in these two 
matters. But I want him to be more responsive to the popular view by 
accepting this proposal of mine. 

As he has given indications that he is at least not a Minister but 
a Member of the Executive Council who has been — in a moment of 
aberration perhaps — willing to hear popular views, I want him to give 
heed to our views a little more by accepting the proposal that the 
estimates of the Irrigation Department should be placed before the 
public before they are sanctioned. I will give two instances in which 
the Irrigation Department has done things which, if previously known, 
would have been the subject matter of very strong criticism. One is 
about the Madaripur bil route. We have lately heard a lot of things 
about the Madaripur bil route, but I do not know whether it is known 
that the work of widening and deepening the route was suspended after 
an expenditure of Rs. 16 lakhs against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. *‘18 
lakhs. The public has a right to know as to the necessity of this expendi- 
ture and then of abandoning the work after it has been half gone 
through, only to take up another pet hobby of the department, namely, 
for locks and sluices in the route. This is one reason why I say that 
the estimates of the department should be scrutinised before they are 
accepted. 

My second instance refers to the Hoorhoora kbal. Sir, I have been 
a close student of the working of the Irrigation Department. I have 
been studying their map for some lime past and although I am aging 
1 can assure you I can study maps without the use of spectacles. But 
I have studied the Irrigation Department map, at times even, with a 
microscope. Sir, the Irrigation Department map is such that nobody 
can understand it without the help of a microscope. However, the 
Irrigation Department map is supposed to indicate all the works which 
the department do but unfortunately I have not been able to spot the 
khal. Now for this Hoorhoora khal there was a sanctioned estimate of 
Be. 12,^,966. That work has been declared to be finished after an 
eiqpMi^ture of Rs. 10,67,354. But will it be surprise to hear that the 
ettfm lenglh of the work has not been finished ; I find from a pamphlet 
wideh has been circulated to the members of the Council to-day, and 
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only one-third portion of the entire leng^ has been ^shed at a cost 
of Rs. 10 lakhs against the estimated total o£ Be. 12 lakhs for the entire 
length and yet the scheme has been declared to have been finished. 
The departmental report on the subject is an interesting study. In the 
first year there was a very sanguine report. After the work had been 
declared to be finished we were told in 1926-27 that the khal acted 
splendidly as a flood escape during the flood season. Next year, i.e., 
in 1927-28, we were told — no, it was not working alright. The flood 
water of Damodar was passing through the Begua channel and discharg- 
ing into the Rup Narain river through the Pansali khal rather than 
through the Hoorhoora khal. Sir, these are reasons why all schemes and 
estimates require public criticism before they are initiated. Sir, 
we are not the Imperial Government and we have not got an unlimited 
purse. Our funds are limited and the schemes which have already 
been sanctioned are far too many and we cannot afiord to waste even 
an infinitesimal amount over our schemes. I, therefore, think that 
before any scheme is taken up it should be published for public criti- 
•cism. I hope that my proposal will be considered by Government. 
"These two instances will suffice to justify acceptance of my proposal. 
I hope that in view of this fact Government will accept the motion that 
etonds in my name. 


Tim Hon’blt AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, I wish 
to assure my honl)le friend at the very outset that he has my entire 
sympathy as regards the suggestion which he has put forward before 
us just now. I would tell him my own personal views. I personally 
think that it would be very useful if estimates costing above Rs. 1 lakh 
are placed before the public for criticism. But I should like my 
hon’ble friend to hold his soul in patience till he has an opportunity 
of looking into the report which will be in his hands in a very short 
time. I can tell him that this report has touched the very subject 
which forips the subject matter of his motion before the House. I 
can also tel! iHi that Government will be pleased to give their careful 
consideration to the particular point raised by him. 

My honble friend has mentioned some very interesting items, such 
as the Hoorhoora or Foorfoora khal. He has referred to all sorts of 
strafe names but I may tell him that I have not yet had time to pay 
particular attention to these but until I have done so he cannot expect 
me to reply tq^the criticism he has put forward. As regards the main 
^luestion the Government will be happy to give it their most careful 
•oonaideration wheul^ the Expert Committee’s report comes nndar 
consideration. 




DSH AKBS toil OBANTB. 


m 


Maulvi AZIlUL lUVIt: Sir, Itt view of this 
iMi i piii oo I beg leeve to withdrew my motioe, 

mie motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


fOiaii laliadlir Maiitvl AZIZUL HAQUC: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Bs. 7,21,000 under the head **I5. — Other Revenue expendi- 
ture financed from ordinary revenue — B— Navigation, Establishment and 
Drainage works — Maintenance and Repairs” be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(to express disapproval at the present policy of river improvements and 
bandalling works being handed over to the steamer companies). 

Sir, I do no^ know whether I will be asked to exercise patience even 
in this matter. Patience is sometimes a very ideal virtue but at times 
it is very trying for one to keep patience.* I move this motion with a 
view to express the CounciPs disapproval of the present policy of 
bandalling works being handed over to the steamer companies. I do 
not want to make a speech but I will just quote two relevant extracts 
from the administration report of the Irrigation Department which 
would prove to be very interesting. This will show how in the interests 
of the country the bandalling work should not be left to the steamer 
companies. I am quoting from the report : “Bandalling was undertaken 
to train shoals in the rivers Dhaleswari and Buriganga (both in the 
district of Dacca as members are aware) as usual to maintain a navigable 
depth of water during low water season and also to supply good drinking 
water to the city of Dacca.” In the next yearns report, that is in the 
report for 1927-28, we find : “The annual bandalling works were 
undertaken as usual to train the shoals in the river Dhaleswari to main- 
tain a navigable depth of water during the low water season.” Now, 
Sir, I will draw your attention to the phrase “as usual” in both the 
places. In the first report we are told that the bandalling work was 
undertaken to maintain a navigable depth of water and to supply good 
drinking water to the Dacca town as usual. In the second report we are 
told that the bandalling work was undertaken to maintain a navigable 
depth of water as usual. There is absolutely no mention of the second 
object, namely supply of good drinking water to the city of Dacca. How- 
ever, the work was being done by the Irrigation Department and it will be 
interesting to ask whether the departmental officers thought themselves 
unfit or unwilling to carry out this work any longer and left it to the 
eteamer companies to do. I would ask the Hon’ble Member whether 
the work done by the steamer companies is supervised by any depart- 
mental officer and whether their dues are checked by the department P 
My information is that ihe bills are never checked and ttiat the steamer 
noiapanie^ are given a certain amount of monhy without any considera- 
tSoapt as to how much work they do or do not do. I have alroady shown 
iiow one of the two objecte of bandalling has already been neglected— I 
Man die avpply of drinking water to the city of Dacca. 


io 
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Such ig not only the caae with thegO^ tWo nf«^ but it is the 
case with the river Ganges. We have got a Nadia Rivers Division hut 
what work is being done there? The irrigation officers there are not 
supposed to do anything. They are content to hand over their work 
to the steamer companies. Are they supposed merely to survey and 
watch the rivers or to hatch up schemes and not to do any actual work? 
There are certain officers who have practically no work to do and 
in spite of that this bandalling work must necessarily be done by the 
steamer companies. Are these irrigation officers really so incompetent 
that it is not possible for tliem to carry out this bandalling work? I 
can personally say that this bandalling work, when it used to be done 
by the department was carried out very satisfactorily and there was no- 
reason why the work should have been handed over to the steamer 
companies. Sir, it is said that one Captain Noyce of the steamer com- 
panics is paid Rs. 350 with a view to see that the bandalling work is 
properly done. Cannot the department have an officer of its own on 
that pay? Rs. 350 is not a small sum in these days and surely this 
pay can be fitted into the Provincial service. I do not really see why 
this money should be paid to Captain Noyce at all. It may be argued 
that the work is of a technical nature. Sir, there are some catch-phrases 
against which we must guard ourselves. There is nothing very technical 
about the bandalling work. It is only a matter of erecting a matwall 
with a view to train the river to flow in a certain direction. Surely 
the department which spends Rs. 60 lakhs annually can find men to 
do this work. Sir, it is a question of policy and I hope the Hon’ble 
Member will see his way to remedy this state of affairs. 

The Hen’ble Alhed] $ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: My hon’ble 
• friend has helped my case by calling attention to the way in which 
bandalling work is now being done. I have already stated that thia 
department is under-staffed and woefully under-manned. It is not 
posaiblft Jor the officers of the department to specialise in a work of thia 
kind. 


^*-15 p.m, 

1 can assure him that this work does not necessitate the putting of a 
few bamboos here and there only. There is a way of doing it well and 
a way of doing it badly. I can state from my personal experience with 
regard to the bandalling that has been done in the Dhalleswari liv^ 
that the band^ling that had been done hitherto by the officers of the 
department had not, been satisfactorily done with the result 
steamers plying between Sirajganj and Charahari or between 
and Dacca could not do bo all the year round. Recently this work haa^ 
been handed over to the steamer oompanieg with the result that the 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

ohaiiMil kM be»u kept open and 1 siaeerdy hope that continuous servioe 
will be kept up, namely, from Elashin to Dacca and from Siraiirani 
towards Tangail. 

As regards the question of handing over to the river steamer (Him. 
panies any sum that they choose to ask for, I may say that in some 
instances even a small matter like that came up to the Member in charge 
who veiy carefully scrutinised the figures placed before him and sane- 
tioned them because the steamer companies did the work efficiently. 
I do not think any other work except bandalling pure and simple and 
the upkeep of marks and buoys on the steamer routes has been handed 
over to the steamer companies. Most of the work is undertaken by the 
department. It is not the case that the department is not able to do the 
work but the staff is so awfully under-manned that it cannot look after 
the survey of every creek and corner. I think my friend will agree 
that the present anangement of handing over the bandalling work to 
the steamer companies is on the whole working satisfactorily and 
proving of benefit to the travelling public. 

The motion was put and lost. 

[At 6-20 p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
re-assembled at 6-40 p.m.] 


PRESIDENT* I propose to have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 99, 100, 102, 10 : 3 , 104, 105, 107, 108, 109, 112, 113 and 115; so that 
the result will be that motions Nos. 101, 106, 110 and 114 will not be 
moved until motion No. 115 has been disposed of. 


•Own DaiNHiur Mtulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 13,87,000 under the head ‘T5. — Irrigation — Other 
Revenue Expenditure, etc.^’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention 
to the failure of the department to tackle the problems of the dead and 
dying rivers in West Bengal, and of water-hyacinth in Eastern Bengal). 

I do not know whether members of this House have noticed that a 
magnificent sum of Rs. 600 has been provided for the eradication of 
water-hyacinth in the budget of this year. This, to my mind, is 
significant of the fact that the Irrigation Department has not yet been 
able to reilise their responsibilities in this matter. Those who know 
th«^ idminietmtive details are perhaps aware that a fight went on to 
•dM time between the Agriculture Department and the Irrigation 
as to which of them is concerned with looking after the 
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pfolilem of water-hyacintli in BenguL Tlioy were discuwiiig ike question 
among tkemeelyes when the hyacinth was spreading and slowly 
killing over waterways. The Agriculture Department wanted to shift 
this duty on to the Irrigation Department and vice versa, and after 
sometime they came to an arrangement in which the research part 
of the business is to be done by the Agriculture Department, as is 
clearly evidenced from the number of pots in the research laboratory 
at Dacca decorated by water>hyacinth while the control of the water- 
hyacinth in the rivers is vested in the Irrigation Department. 

Sii', I do not know whether the members of Government have to 
go to Eastein Bengal uow-a*days. I think that there was some 
arrangement in the past by which Government were to stay at Dacca 
for some months in the year at least. My earnest appeal to Hon^ble 
Members of Government is that they should go from Narayanganj 
to Dacca not by rail but by steamer so that they might see for them- 
selves within that shoH distance what an amount of havoc uis being 
done by water-hyacinth. Any one who goes to Eastern Bengal will 
have noticed that whether it is in Dacca, Mymensingh or in Barisal 
or near about, water-hyacinth is coming on at a treinendous pace over 
the waterways of Bengal. The problem is of such a serious nature 
that, I believe, unless it is tackled at an early date it will affect the 
whole agricultural outlook of Eastern Bengal. Eastern Bengal at 
present holds the key position in agriculture in this province. It is 
Piastern Bengal which produces the finest jute, produces the finest 
paddy and other raw* materials, but the day is coming when Eastern 
Bengal will come to grief unless the Irrigation Department tackles 
this problem of water-hyacinth seriously. 

Sir, I do not know whether the Hon^ble Member in charge of 
Irrigation now-a-days goes to his home but I should advise the 
Hon'ble Member at least to go to bis own district and districts near 
about it, that he might see with his own eyes what is now happening 
f;here on aoecvil^t of the presence of water-hyacinth in the rivers. 

Sir, I would not speak much of Western Bengal. Western Bengal 
now-a-days does not count anywhere. To talk of Western Bengal is 
considered as a sacrilege, and that is why I first thought of refraining 
from discussing the problem of dying rivers of Western Bengal. 
Whether we look to administrative reports of Government or outside, 
Western Bengal does not matter and Government for sometime has 
been leaving ^his part out of serious consideration. But the problem 
came to me so ^^ngly that I thought, more in keeping with the 
atmosphere of death that is now present among us in Western Bengal 
that I should muster courage to hold up the picture of rivers and 
waterways in Western BengaL I would like the Hon*ble Membeit for 
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thef^mgation Department to go to some districts in Western Bengal^ 
snclt^s Nadia, Jessore, l^Parganas or Mnrshidabad ; or to Howrah,, 
Ho^hiy, Bnrdwan or Birbhnm that he might realise how by its* 
ne^%ence, by its non*watchfulnes8 the department has allowed the 
rivers there to die and decay. I believe, Sir, that the problem can still 
be s(dved and at least the waterways can be saved by admitting water 
during the flood times, but if the present policy l>e followed, that 
even may not be possible sometime after. It is not merely to-day that 
we have raised this cry. Our expectations have been beguiled by the 
department from time to time and people who had hopes on Govern- 
ment have become disgusted by its inactivity. Men who have grown 
grey are lamenting the fate of their dear country and yet the Irriga- 
tion Department is sitting waiting for big schemes to ( ome up before 
them. I do not know whether it will be a matter of study for medical 
science and pathology to find out as to whether any bacteria has 
entered into this department but one who realises the situation 
surrounding him will see that the department had never any mind of 
its own and consistency is not a virtue with this department. When- 
ever any scheme of public welfare is concerned, whenever millions 
and miles are to be benefited by any scheme of reclamation and 
improvement, that brilliant legislative performance the Agricultural 
and Sanitary Drainage Act would be pointed to as the last word by 
Government. Whenever any big scheme of navigation is concerned 
the Government will commend it a^ a good commercial proi^sition 
and will immediately take it up, but small schemes recommended by 
the local officers they will never undertake. I will give you, Sir, one 
concrete example from the Administrative Report of Government. 
Take the case of the Damodar canal project. In their Administrative 
Report for 1922-2^, the Government of Bengal definitely declared that 
the Damodar canal project was not going to be taken up shortly as 
^'Government would not at present be justified in embarking upon 
such a large expenditure estimated at Rs. 70 lakhs unless the people 
who were to be benefited financed it under the Agricultural and 
Sanitai’y Act; the opinion of local bodies, district lH)ards would be 
invited,” unless the district boards were satisfied that the people would 
be benefited and accepted the financial responsibilities involved, and 
make an application under the Act, they would not be justified in 
taking up the project. This was only a few years back. Yet the 
moment the Grand Trunk canal project — another big project costing 
only a few crores of rupees — ^was in the piwess of being abandoned, the 
department pushed through the Damodar project costing about Rs. 90 
in spite of their definite declaration that they were not going 
to lanncl^ upon the scheme unless the people benefited by it agree to 
finance it. I ask the Honl>le Member in charge as to what is there 
bdund the norking of the department which the Damodar canal 
ptpject was revived after 6 or 7 years of its abandonment? 




DEMANDS FOB GBANfS. 


[19th M 


Sir, What in the position with regard to irrigittion problem in 
Bengali We must remember that we hate got a limited finance. The 
Hon’ble Mr. Marr has been trying to get a little more money for the 
last 7 or 8 years from the Imperial Government but without success. 
Our finances are in a straitened condition, so much so that if you 
look at the budget you will find that contraction is the order of the day 
in almost every department. Therefore when we undertake a work 
of some magnitude in the Irrigation Department we must be careful 
to appreciate its implications. At present I think the interest and 
payment of capital advances alone for the commitments of this 
depaitmeiil involve us in an annual expenditure of Bs. 16 or Rs. 17 
lakhs. We have to pay — no matter whether the scheme has been 
taken up and also been beneficial or not — an annual sum of Bs. 17 
lakhs as interest and other capital charges; whatever may be our 
financial jaisi^ion we must pay that amount. Then the other normal 
expenditure in the Irrigation Department is roughly from Rs. 56 to 
Rs. 60 lakhs. Out of this Rs. 60 lakhs Rs. 14 or Rs. 15 lakhs is spent 
on establishment charges alone, i.e., 25 per cent, of the total expendi- 
ture. I should have thought that at least the remainder would have 
been spent on irrigation and on schemes of public welfare and at least 
spent by the officei*s of the department. But no, Sir, that is not to be. 


645 p.m. 

As 1 have said, doles are being given to the steamer companies to take 
up baudalling w^orks and that is to the extent of Rs. 51,000. A 
similar policy has been followed neai* almut Calcutta as regards the 
construction of bridges, the cost of constructing them being put in 
the Irrigation budget. One would take it that departmental officers 
probably look after them, no, they are doles given to the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust for their construction. Sir, I was looking into 
this mattei' ^te^^ntly, and 1 found that when the Eidderpore bridge 
was constructed, it w' ls done w ith greater economy than what it would 
have been the case had it been built by the Improvement Trust. 
This bridge cost lesn than what was estimated, and yet we find that 
a sum of Rs. 6,90,000 out of the Irrigation budget is being made 
over to the Trust for the construction of bridges. Am I to under- 
stand that the inefficiency of the department as regards baudalling 
work and as regards the building of bridges is so great that they 
are not able to iook after these things? Has the engineering servh^ 
become so rotted to-day? Bengal has to pay for establishment charges 
to the extent of Rs. t 15,62,000. Let us see 'how much the department 
really spends in works lalliiig within its own scope, Bs. 62,425 is to 
be spent for building .^juarters and bungalows, though provided iif 
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In'IllKtioA bud{^t, TheM works thoujrli shown under the Irrigation 
reallj^ come under the Public Worka Department hud^et, as 
the^r.^nre execnited by the latter department. 

Then, loss has been incurred on the Amta project and the budget 
provides for Rs. 22,500. 

For tools and plants required for the department Rs. 1,02,000 has 
been provided in the budget, for which the department has veiy* little 
to do except placing orders with wme firms, thereafter on Government 
embankments they provide for Rs. 3,60,000. Surely, Sir, whether 
iiTigation engineers, engineers whose names are (‘arried all the world 
over, are iiot employed merely to see that this sum of Rs. 3,60,000 is 
spent for embankment purposes, work which (*ould be done by the 
officers of the Public Works Department. 

What remains after making payments for all these, to the Improve- 
ment Trust, after provision for works executed, the Public Works 
Department, and spending on various other items mentioned before, 
such as tools and plant, establishment charges — which cover pay, 
pension, contingency, etc., is the sum of rupees thirty-two lakhs to be 
spent on works within the proper function of Irrigation Department. 
For this rupees thirty-two lakhs expenditure, we have to maintain a 
staff costing about Rs. 16 lakhs. 

Sir, I think that there is a rule somewhere in the Public Works 
Department Code, which lays down that a proportion has to be main- 
tained between establishment charges and works expenditure. And 
if calculations are made according to this nile, it will be found that 
the position is very grave. 

Then, Sir, out of these rupees thirty lakhs they have got certain 
schemes of their own, such as the Midnapore canal, Hijli Tidal canal, 
and the dredgers “Cowley,” “Burdwan” and “Ronaldshay.” The 
classification of schemes is a fit subject for study by university 
students : I have not been able Ui understand how the dredgers 

'^Ronaldshay,^' “Burdwan’’ and “Cowley’’ can be treated as projectn^ 
some productive and some unproductive. These dredgers are main- 
tained for keeping open conne<!tion by steamer routes with Calcutta 
and they cost Rs. 9,16,000, for maintenance and repairs plnn another 
Ba. 4J85,000 for extensions and improvements. So, a sum of about 
Bd. 13J lakhs is spent for the maintenance of the canal routes. 
Another Jft** lakhs goes after Damodar project. 

It is no wonder. Sir, that for a hyacinth conveyor, the Hon’We 
Ijlen^ber in chtuipe has been aWe to persuade the Hon^le the Finance 
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Member to give him a small sum of Bs. 600. This is perhaps to 
persuade the people of his district that he is doing some good by taclding 
the watei’-hyacinth problem. No wonder, he provides Bs. 600 lor 
Begunbari khal, Bs. 1,000 for Arorol bhil, Bs. 100 for Baudpur drain, 
Bs. 500 for Bajjola drainage scheme and so forth to satisfy the 
qualms of his conscience. 

Sir, if the Hon’ble Member in charge will inquire as to how many 
schemes have been prepared by his department and how many of them 
allowed to mature, through what travails they have to pass, why oue 
schema is given preference to another, and why a scheme is taken up 
again after being abandoned, he will find it a very interesting story 
indeed. Anyway, Sir, these facts have been puzzling me for some time 
past, and 1 can assure you that if any one, interested in the welfare of 
this province, goes through the administrative reports of the last 10 
years, he will also be puzzled. 

1 have already referred to schemes which have been abandoned. 
We expected that the administration reports would at least contain 
some information as to the reasons why they had been abandoned and 
others taken up. After all, what is the use of an administrative 
report, unless the public get an opportunity of judging the intricacies 
of administration and get some reasons for departmental action? 

Sir, I do not know" whether I shall be over-ruled by you as 
irrelevant, but I cannot avoid referring to another matter, and that 
is the w’ay in which the price of the Administration Be port of the 
Irrigation Department is being increased gradually probably to avoid 
publicity and circulation. The 1921 Beport, consisting of about 10(> 
pages and many maps was priced Bs. 2 : to-day its price of only few 
pages and a few* maps is, if I mistake not, Bs, 37-8. I shall give the 
exact figure to the Hon’ble Mr. Marr when I discuss the price policy. 
But there seems to be a progressive enhancement of prices of adminis- 
tration reports, and the Irrigation Department is the one department 
which has pnc^ Its publications at the highest figure. I do not know 
what is what, but these are facts, and I am bringing them before you 
for redress. 

There is another point to which I want to call the attention of tii» 
House. It is the subterfuges resorted to while preparing the accounts. 
I do not know whether there is any one in this House, barring perhape 
the Finance Secretary, who would be able to understand the intriea^ 
oiee of these accounts. 1 shall give you a specimen, and that appM<*- 
tains to the Madaripu|* bii route scheme. In the white book you will 
find that this sohemi is shown under two accounts: one 
aooounts,’* and another **Not charged to revenue.” I fail to undar^ 
stand how the waters of the Madaripur bil can be separated into tsnh 
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p«ri||^td be dented to two separate accounts. The whole scheme 
stftiM|l tofipether, and the accounts should be prepared in such a way 
as be understood not by Mr. Addams-Williams alone but by laymen 
like ul. 1 think, Sir, it would be desirable to have some instruction 
in the Legislative Manuals to tell us how these accounts should be 
prepared for budget purposes and can be understood. 

I admit, Sir, that the department is under-staffed. I have 
personally looked into this matter, and I say that if the department is 
strengthened it would be able to do much good, of course if it had a 
mind behind it. There are certain officers who are over-worked, but 
it is also true that there are some who have an easy time. For 
instance, in the Nadia Division there is no work in hand now, as they 
have no funds. The only real work that they had was bandalliug 
work and now taken out of them. Of course, they read the gauges, 
study the levels, and perform other routine duties. Sir, the depart- 
ment has failed to tackle the river problem. They inspect, watch, 
study, calculate, revise but do no real work. There seems to be an 
impre.ssion that the ITardinge bridge will have to be shifted as the 
Padma will change its course. They do not move out to see how this 
problem is day to day assuming a serious turn. I would ask the 
Hon’ble Member to have a look at the river Churni or Matabhanga 
from the railway bridge. He will see the tremendous amount of silt 
that has been deposited round about the pillars .supjmrting the bridge 
and yet when I asked a question of a distinguished officer of the Irriga- 
tion Department whether it would affect the flow of the river, he said : 
^‘No: the watercourse will improve.” Anyway, Sir, these are matters 
which are puzzling to a layman. 


Sir, I have got to say a few words about the dredgen. Dredgers 
have been the mainstay of the department for years past. We swear 
by our dredgers; we live by our dredgers; and probably we shall die 
by our dredgers. During the last 10 years Bengal had to pay 
Bs. 1,11,83,187 in interest and capital charges on three dredgers only 
without getting any tangible work for them. Well, Sir, if after this 
Anybody says that Bengal should have more funds he can easily be 
told "you have been muddling with your finance, you embark upon 
schemes without looking into the future, and, therefore, you do not 
doM^e to have more funds.*’ Sir, we do not want to be obstructive. 
What we want is that the position should be thoroughly revised and 
that the matters should not be allowed to drift to such a state that all 
our available grant.s will some day be devoured by interest chaiges. 
Soinething must be done, and with a view to that I am trying to draw 
the partioular attention of the Irrigation Department as to the necessity 
tot iqipmntmg a special committee to go into all these matters. Let 
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iie dredgers he sold. If it is not possible to sell these dredgers, it 
Tfonld still be better if by some show of accident they are sunk in, thtf* 
nearest available bay and the province thus saved of a lot of useless 
recurring expenditure. 


Adjourfimaiit 


The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Thursday, the 20th 
Karch, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



of the Bengal Legislative Cooneil attirtle 
provisiofis of the Covemment ef liMHa Aet 


The Council met in the Council Chamber ia the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 20th March, 1930, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhubi, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 121 nominated and elected 
mombers. 


ttarred questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Muhammadan and non-Muhamiiladan ministerial oflloers of oertain 
oflloss under the PuMio Works Department 

*82. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charf^e of the Public Works Department be pleased to state 
the respective and present number of Hindu and Muhammadan 
ministerial officers including estimators, draftsmen, work sarkars and 
godown lower and upper subordinates in the offices of the Superintend- 
ing Engineers, Central, Eastern and Presidency Circles, the Executive 
Engineers, Dacca, Barisal, Burdwan and Hisli, the 1st, 2nd and 8rd 
Calcutta and Electrical Divisions and the Superintendent, Governor's 
Estates, Bengal P 

(b) If the number of Muhammadans in the aforesaid offices is less 
than the proportion fixed by Government, what is the reason for the 
sameP 

MINiSTBR in ehmgo of PUBLIC WORKS DCPARTMBNT (tho 
HonlUo Khan Bah a dur K. C. M. Paroqui)* The required informa- 
tion is given in the annexed statement. 

(b) Thf proportion of Muhammadans in ministerial services has 
not yet bMn reached in several cates. The non-Muhammadans who 
hold the sevesal posts were appointed previous to the issue of the 
orders finiiig the percentage of Muhammadans. 
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*83. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFai: (a) Ts the 

Hon’ble Meiiiber in (‘barge of the Finance Department aware that 
hardAhip an(i inconvenience are often experienced by the lawyers and 
litigant public at Tangail owing to the inadequate supply of conrt-fee 
stamps and folios, etc., by the Subdivisional Treasury of Tangail? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, the Government pro- 
pose to take in the matter? 

(c) Are the Government (considering the desirability of holding 
an inquiry into the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) Jn(]uiry has been made. The inconvenience is 
reported to be due to the failure of the stamp vendors to take a sufficient 
stock of stamps from the sub-treasurj'. 

(h) and (( ) The Collector is taking steps to ensure that the stamp 
vendors keep a sufficient stock. 


Vacancies in the reaiNng branch, Bengal Government Press. 

*84. Miulvi LATAFAT HUSSAIN; Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that employees from other branches of the Bengal Govern- 
ment Press without any knowledge of the reading branch are 
transferred to fill up the vacancies in the reading branch even at the 
middle grade? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. MARR: No. 


Ministarial ofBoars, Pms ii la ncy GoRaga. 

*88. Maillvl SYED MA4ID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble MinisM 
in (?harge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the present number of ministerial officers in the Presideney 
College; Calcutta; 

(n) their names, caste and creed ; 

(in) the educational qualification of each; 

(it?) the present pay of each ; and 
(t?) the date of their appointment in the CoUegef 



QttEStlOSS. 


iik 

lililltTER in obarga «f EOUGATION DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hm'M* Mr. KhwaJa NazimuiMin) : A statement giving the partienlare 
ifl laid on the table. 


Staternent referred to in the reply to Harred question No, 
showing the present number of ministerial officers in the 
Presidency College^ Calcutta, 


NADie. 

Caste and creed. 

Educational 

qualiScatlonH. 

Present 

pay. 

Date of appointmeut 
In the Presidency 
College. 


Offl(’e. 



Rs. 


1. 

Surendra Nath Gao- 
A^al^krishna Ghat- 

Hindu, Brahmin . . 

Appeared at the 
F.A. examination. 

190 

16th January, 1929. 

2. 

Ditto 

Road up to B.A., B 

178 

27th March, 1906. 


terjoe. 


Course ; Passed 

P. W, 1>. Aoooun- 
tantahlp rxamlna- 






tion. 



8 . 

Ram Raniao Majum- 

Hindu, Kayastha . . 

Passed Entrance 

146 

Deceujber, 1912. 


dar. 


examination of 

Cdoutta Univer- 
sity. 

Entrance 



4. 

Uiralal Hukherjee . . 

Hindu, Brahmin . . 

126 1 

1st February, 1919. 

5. 

Dhlxendranath Mu- 
kborjaa. 

Bhupcodra Nath 

Baii«rj«e. 

Ditto 

Read up to I.A. . . 

176 

16th February, 1914, 

fl. 

Ditto 

Anpeared at the 
fli^ examination 

116 

8rd January, 1906. 




in Arts. 



7. 

Ananta Deb Mokher- 
aLiiiI Latif Barkar 

Ditto 

Non-Matrfe. 

66 

1st December, 1910. 

8 . 

Mtissahnan, Sunni 

Passed Matrir. . . 

66 

6th June. 1921. 

9. 

Bibhotl Bhoean 

Gboeb. 

Syed Bokht Chao- 
dhory. 

Hindu, KayasOm . . 

Ditto 

60 

Ist March, 1921. 

10. 

Mussalman, Sunni 

Non-Matric. 

66 

2ud August, 1980, 


Library. 





11, 

Gokul Nath Dhar . . 

Hindu, Subamaba- 

B.A. <Cal.), read up 

190 

Ist July, 1909. 



nlk. 

to M.A. in English. 


12. 

Syed All Akhtar . . 

Mussalman, Sunni 

Read up to I.A. . . 
B.Sc. (6a.> 

100 

6th April, 1916. 

4th May, 1928. 

18. 

Pandmath Paul .. 

Hindu, Subamaba- 

40 

14. 

Md. lamafl HoMatn 

Mussalman, Sunni 

B.A. (Cal.) 

40 

aoth January, 1980 


Laboratory. 





U. 

Namidralal Mukhw- 

Hindu, Brahmin . . 

Non-Matric. 

61 

20th May, 1897. 

16. 

Nittyalal PaUt 

Hindu, Kayastha . . 

Passed Ckmipounder. 
Campbell Medloal 

47 

1st October, 1901. 




School. 




Khin tahaiiur Maiitvi AlIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Minisier 
be pleased to state the reason why the gentleman who was appointed after 
appearing at the F. A. examination in 1929 is drawing Bs. 190, while 
tile same pay is drawn by a gentleman who was appointed after passing 
the B. A. examination in 1909? 

Tbi HMlMt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDINl 1 want fresh notice. 

•OiM BMiMhir MmM AZIZUL HAQUE: WiU the Handle Minister 
be pkased to sthte mnce what date appearance at the F. A. examination 
bae become an educational qnalifiettonf 








^ QUESTiom [mm mrnm 

Tilt Mr. KHWAM MAIEIMUOOiMs It is «at tn aduct- 

tioBal qualification. 

Mtulvi 8ytd MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to explain wh 5 ^ Babu Hiralal Mukherjee (No. 4), a passed Entrance, who 
was appointed in 1919, is drawing Rs. 125 and Manlvi Syed Ali Akhtar 
(No. 12), who read up to F. A. and was appointed in 1916, draws a 
pay of Rs. 100 only? 

The Hofi’bit Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want fresh notice. 


Unstarrtii iftitttioiit 

(answers to wtiicli were laid on the table). 

Misappropriation in the Accounts Branch, Finance Department. 

85. Bahu H08ENI ROUT: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether there have 
been any cases of misappropriation of Govemment money in the 
Accounts Branch of the Finance Department both in Calcutta and at 
Darjeeling during the lost 7 years and if so, how many, and who 
were the Registrars and Assistants in charge in the Calcutta and 
Darjeeling ofiices respectively during the times of these defalcations? 


The Hon’blo Mr. A. MARR: One case of misappropriation in the 
Darjeeling tour office in 1926. At that time Rai Sahib H. S. 
Mukherjea was Registrar of the Department and Rai D. N. 
Bhattaoharjea Bahadur the Head Assistant in charge of the Darjeeling 
tour office. 


Dongoctloii mid hoot in the ofiloo roomc of the Finanoo Dopartmont 

m Bahu HOBBNi ROUT: (a) Is the Hon^ble Member in oh^ 
of the Finance Department aware of the complaints made some tune 
ago with regard to the suferings of the assistants in the Finanoo 
Department on account of oongestion and extreme heat caused by iron 

racks, shelves, etc.? ^ 

"if' 

(b) If so, what action has bean taken for the removal ol t|w 
grievances? ^ 
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HmiWt ilf. A. MAIIIIS (a) T«a. 

1 b tlie hot settscm the rooms are kept cool by sttlpendiuit 
watitrilig tihus hhus tatties. 


AtlMidaiMt 9f HlntfH typists in tlis Fin«iot Dspartmsnt during 
a Hindu hotictay. 

. $7. Babu HOSeNI fOUT: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Finance Dej^rtment be pleased to say whether his atteii- 
tion has been drawn to the complaint made some time ago against 
the compulsion of typists, including Hindu typists^ to attend oAoe 
in the Finance Department during a Hindu holiday? 

(h) If so, what action has been taken against the officer responsible 
for this compulsion and to -prevent such occurrences in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. MARR: (a) and (6) No such complaint has 
been received. 


Short fiotiee questions. 

Ban put on the modioai de gr ees in India by the General Medloai Counell. 

Mr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKBRJBC: May 1 have your permission, 
Sir, to put some short notice questions to the Hon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Medical Department on a matter of general public importance? 


^ Mr. PRiilDENT: I think you want to put these questions by a 
relaxation of ^section 2i; but then the consent of the Hon’ble Minister 
is necessary to your putting them. However, what are the questions f 

Mr. SYAMAPRABACI MOGKERJEBi Is the Oovemment aware 
that the fSloVirhor of Bombay allowed an adjournment Mtion to be 
moved in Bombay I^^slative Council on tbe qu^estion ban put on 
dlie medioid degrees in In^ia by the General Medical Council ? 

Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly inform the House if he was 
eonsulted on the adjournment motion that stood in the name of Ihr. 
Sir Nilratan SarkarP If so, what advice did he ofer to His ExoellenoyP 

Is tbe (Jkwernment aware that the decision " of the Genmul Medical 
Gouneil win have serious eftects on the m<^ical services in respect 
oiii' medical ||rindnates who desire to prosecute further study ift Gm| 
Britain, or compete for the I. ll. 8. Examination P 
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Will ihe Hon'ble Minister state wliat i^fw he hat taken, ^ ialends 
to take, to meet the situation created by the decision of the General 
Medical Council P 

Does the Government propose to address the Government of India 
on the subject? 

The HOfi*Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY S May I rise on a point of order? 
The matter of advising His Dxcellency regarding the adjournment 
motion does not concern the Hon'ble Minister? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I disallow the first two questions as these are uot 
within the special cognisance of the Hon^ble Minister, as required 
by our rules. I admit the rest. 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
(MEDICAL) DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble Kumar Shib Shekharesiifar 
Ray): I want porper notice. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion on the head “XTII, 15, 15 (1), 16 and 55. — Irrigation*^ 
was then resumed. 

Khan iahadur Mauivi AXIZUL NAQUE: Sir, in moving this cut, I 

referred to certain workings of the Irrigation Department. I will 
conclude by referring to one other matter and that is about the Madari- 
pur Bil Route. This nmte is between the liower Kumar and the Upper 
Kupar river. It has a length of 38 miles, of which the Lower Kumar 
portion is oaijr piles. From 1924 to 1928 j;he Government of Bengal 
has spent |bout Rs. 15 lakhs with a view to keep this route in proper 
order; and the receipts during that period, in ipite of the fact that 
the toll charges have been increased by 50 per cent., amounted ta 
only about Rs. 14 lakhs. The main river in the upper reaches may bp 
permitted to be dry^ and even a country-boat may not pass but the 
steamer navigation for few miles is of such absorbing interest that 
even lakhs are of no moment in public economy. It is really here 
that the grievaipes of the people lie and the situation calls for urgent 
remedies. The State will outlay lakhs where even the Department in 
unguarded moments di despair records its uneasiness at the 
of a desirable fairway. Maintaining, deepening, dredging, WMefliug 
baft all been tried and now come locks and sluices at nn estiupte^ 






im 


^ Bs* 7 laklii. Sir, 1 consider that it is the moral duty of Oovem* 
mi^/irst to keep the Kumar at its upper reaches, because its ofi^r 
was^ i^ponsible for killing it. I do not know if it is known that in 
182p Hr. Robinson, Superintendent of the Nadia Rivers Division, 
attempted to close the mouth of the river with a view to getting more 
water for the Calcutta Port. Mr. May, who succeeded him, commenced 
in 1821-22 to close the mouth by sinking caissons filled with bricks 
and boats laden wnth earth at its off-take from the Mathabhanga. I 
think, Sir, that it is therefore the moral responsibility of Government 
to see that the Kumar which is «lead is revived again al its off-take fwm 
the Mathabhanga and enters 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, was 
allowed to continue for another minute.) 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: The Hon*ble Member in 
charge of the Imgation Department was perplexed the other day at so 
many William's in the engineering services. In spite of his peiT>lexity 
and anxiety regarding the difference of opinion between Williams in the 
prefix and Williams in the suffix, I would ask him to get the two 
William's, viz., Williams (prefix) and Williams (suffix) to meet together 
and discuss the matter. We have not heard a greater condemnation 
of the Irrigation policy ahd the wdrking of that Department than that 
passed by Sir William I^'ilcocks, who is the greatest Irrigation Engineer 
of worfd repute. It will be no good to say that he does not know tho 
real condition of Bengal. You will have to face him, meet his argu- 
ments, convince him, or stand condemned before the bar of public 
opinion. In view of these facts and in view of what Sir William 
Wilcock has said, I hope the Hon'ble Member will kindly see that the 
two gentlemen meet and discuss the whole situation ; and the Govern- 
ment of Bengal may have the advantage of his opinion on the matter. 

Muulvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 13,87,000 under the head *‘15.— Irrigation" be reduced by B«. 1,000. 

Sir, I tabled this motion with the twofold object of enticwiag A® 
general policy as well as the administration of the Irrigation Dep^ 
meni. But after the very comprehensive, illuminating and scathing 
cftticism of the administration of this departmenft by my esteemed 
fliend, Khan -Bahadur Asiaul Haque, I do not think it will be useful 
Jbr me to offer any further remarks so far as that point is coacemad, 
I wnonld therefore confine myself to criticising m short the general 
peKcy of this Departmeni Khan Bahadur Amiul Haque had no time 
10 ded at WtK with that point and that is the reason why I hmt 
NHW^t iH to move my motion. Sir, the probtem of probkma in 
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B«stgal lidems to me to be the dead and d3rutg rivefa khtdi of 
Bengal. Wherever we find that theee rivers and kkals are dead, we also 
find that the country in general is dead. The areas which were once 
prosperous and fiourishing and teeming with a smiling population are 
now depopulated hot-beds of malaria and other diseases. If we look 
into the reason, we find that the cause is no other than the dead and 
dying rivers of those parts. So far as this is concerned, our expmence 
has been borne out by the remarks which Sir William Wilcocks recently 
made in his speech in Calcutta. His view is that the solution of the 
problem lies in reviving these rivers and khaU, whereas the policy of 
the Govemngient of Bengal seems to be contrary to that. We are not 
experts. Therefore we cannot say who is right and who is wrong but 
if the lessons of experience are to be relied upon it cannot be doubted 
that Sir William Wilcocks is right because, wherever rivers are dying 
we find that the country is also decaying and wherever the rivers 
are fiowing the country is prosperous. Therefore the two things go 
hand in hand and from that it seems very clear to a layman that the 
solution of the problem lies in reviving all these rivers and kfiaU. But 
the Government of Bengal has not hitherto followed the p<?)l|cy advo- 
cated by Sir William Wilcocks and it seems that unless Govern- 
ment revises its policy the condition of Bengal cannot be^ improved. 
Sir William Wilcocks says that if his policy is given effec^jj^), it will 
entail far less expenditure because he says that the tasjr of Government 
in that case will be simply to revive the rivers and khals so as to 
make water flow through them during the rains. And during rains 
if the rich red water of the flood overflows the country then in that 
case not only will malaria be driven out from the province but the 
fertility of the soil will naturally be improved to a great extent. 
(Khan Bahadur Aiisul Haque has said that Sir William Wilcocks is 
now in Calcutta. It passes one’s comprehension why the Government 
of Bengal has not yet moved to utilise his services at least to get 
his advioe on the matter. Of course the Government has got its own 
expett of eqi^ri^. Perhaps the Government of Bengal thinks that its 
own experts are fir superior to Sir William Wilcocks. We laymen 
cannot blame the Government if it actually iolds such exi^goriited 
opinion of its own experts. Still I think it )s only priiikht'ihht Sir 
William Wilcocks shiould be consulted because he is fhose 

authority and name; is known throughout the Vorld and I thins the 
Government cannot give any reason whatsoever for fighting b% to 
meet that gentleman* I do not know whelher there is^ any tru& in 
the rumour #hioh is now afloat in Calcutta that Sir William Wilcocks 
of his own motion tried to see the Government expert. But unfortu^ 
nately on the s^unfK of illness the Government expert, could not s^ 
Sir William Wilcocks. I cannot vouch for the truth of this mmouv, 
hut if there is truth in that, it is now lor the Government to.seik 
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his to revise its policy o! irrigation in eonsoltation with 

Sir UtiUiam Wilcocks. 

W$th these few words I move my motion. 

Maulvl ABDU8 SAMADs I beg to move that the demand of 
Rb. 13,87,000 under the head “16.— Irrigation** be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
express dissatisfaction with the general policy of the Government and 
its indifferent attitude towards the Department). 

Sir, the Reformed Constitution gives us, the members of this Coun* 
cil, an opportunity to discuss the budget. It also gives us the power 
to express disapproval of the Government policy by proposing cuts .for 
reduction or total refusal of a voted grant. The Reformed Constitu- 
tion does not, however, give us any control over the purse. Therefore, 
our criticism of Government policy produces no good effect whatsoever. 
Year after year members come and deliver long and eloquent speeches, 
and these are published in the official reports and newspapers. But to 
tell you frankly, Sir, the object of my speaking something about the 
motion is to please my constituency, so it may not be said that I did 
not speak anything about this matter. 

My object in bringing forward this motion is obvious. I desire to 
di*aw the serious attention of Government to the hopelessly neglected 
condition of irrigation in Bengal and the condition of the rivers and 
the river system in the province. 

Sir, the question of irrigation is undoubtedly a very big problem. 
It is a problem in which the people of Bengal are vitally interested, 
a problem upon the solution of which depends the happiness and pros- 
perity of the nation. I put the plain and simple question to Govern- 
ment. What has Government so far done to bring about a tangible and 
lasting improvement so far as irrigation is concerned P 

Perhaps we would be told that important schemes have been and 
are being formulated and attempts are being made to carrj^ them into 
effect. But we know the fate that awaits these schemes. These would 
be held over till Doomsday for want of funds. We are thankful to the 
Hon*ble Member in charge of Irrigation for his candid admission that 
the lack of funds stood in the way of giving effect to the scheme for 
the expansion of this Department. 

Sir, it is no use criticising the Government policy in the matter of 
allotment. It is true the Reformed Constitution gd^as ns the Hght to 
oritichie the Government policy to oar hearths content and to express 
w disapproval by proposing cuts or reduction. But our power ends 
there and^ does not go ^rther. The Reformlftd Constitution, as I have 
said, does not give us any control over the purse, and however hoarse 
we may cry, |re caniiot change the p<dicy of the Government to any 
ai^reehalde extent 
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‘ Sir, ike tim# hM come iriten the Cbyemment elioiild ilt»ke elf it* 
•ge^loBg lethargy and indiferent and initiate suitable measures for the 
improrement of irrigation, for upon irrigation depends the agricultural 
prosperity of the people. Sir, we will probably be told that there is 
no money available for the purpose. Why is money not available? 
tBecause the major portion of the country’s revenue is spent in main- 
taining law and order. The Government is always moving in a mis- 
chievous vicious circle. It fails to recognise that 


Mr. PRESIDENTS I do not think you need go into all that. The 
matters you are referring to do not concern your motion. 

Mailivi ABDUS SAM AD; Very well, Sir. I need not repeat the 
arguments which have already been advanced by previous speakers. 
With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

BalHl KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Es. 10,87,000 under the head *16. — Irrigation^ be reduced by Ee. I 
(to raise the question of the blocking of the natural waterways and 
channels. Want of a survey of the real needs of the districts).” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ‘*That the demand of 
Be. 18,69,000 under the head ‘XIII. — Irrigation — Working Expenses’ 
be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to disapprove of the present policy and work- 
ing of the Irrigation Department).” 

Bahu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I propose to 
be brief with my motoion, which runs thus: — ‘"That the demand of 
Es. *12,46,000 under the heads ‘16. — Irrigation’ and ‘XIII. — Working 
expenses* be^iyduced by Rs. 100 (to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the cdidition of the rivers and river systems and the water- 
logge<l 01*608 of Eastern Bengal and how this aifects agriculture, sani- 
tation and communication).” As our esteemed friend Khan Bahadur 
‘Aaiaul Ilaque lias, in the course of his very able and illuminating 
exposition of the policy of the Department, practically said all that 
could be said on the Government policy and ns I apprehend this House 
may not like any poor speech to intervene to mar the effect of that 
speech before the decision of the House is recorded. 

Bir, the policy clrtainly of the Irrigation Department-r-the poli<^ 
of huge expenditure on navigation and large Bo|iiemes of irrigation 
doubtful value — are certainly responsible for the sluinkage in tte 
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Hi tile Depftrtme&t leaving no money for canyiiig out tlie very 
neei^ry works of rural irrigation and sanitation on wliioli the very 
life of tke nation depends. We have all heard of the romance of the 
^[].^gi 0 re — Ronaldshay, Cowley and Bvrdwan — ^the interesting devices 
and crafts by which a true knowledge of the working of the Depart- 
ment are kept from us with the attention that they deserved. I con* 
fees, Sir, that I rose from my first study of the Bengal Budget with 
dazed eyes and a sense of blank despair led me to cry quo vadii Bengal I 
The Irrigation Department seems to be the residuary legatee of the 
Financial Department which, after meeting the needs of the most 
favoured departments — the Police, etc. — allows the Irrigation to absorb 
practically the bulk of the rest. I will not go into the causes. They 
have been sufficiently and scathingly exposed by the Khan Bahadur. 
It is difficult for anybody not in intimate contact with our rural areas 
to understand the magnitude of the problem of our dead and dying 
streams in Eastern Bengal. 

As I am more concerned with the health and the wealth of the 
rural areas — the internal tracts — I will confine my remarks accordingly. 
I leave the problem of the big rivers to the Department and their 
experts. 

If the big rivers are the great arteries the streams and khals which 
intersect the country at short intervals are the veins along which at 
one time flowed the health and wealth to the remotest parts — the peri- 
pheries — and kept the country full of health and life. 

A time there was, we can all recall it, in our younger days when each 
village was intersected and watered by at least one and sometimes more 
than one of such streams, giving rise to the Shastric injunction “Where 
there is no river man should not live.^* Are we men now? These 
streams used to perform a three-fold function — 

(1) As trade routes. 

(2) As irrigating canals. 

(S) As drainage. 

On the first and second depended the wealth and on the third the health 
of Bengal villages. 

Who of us can fail to remember those scenes we saw in our younger 
dey* — ^when each stream was busy with the hum of life, of boatmen 
ejiigiiig meifily their pastorals and their ballads and with the proud 
white sails unfurM against the blue sky sailing- up and down- the 
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fttmilM* theif boats laden with merchandise hrimlul of our agrieul* 
taral products and the products of our village arts and crafts. These 
scenes no longer regale our eyes. 

The interior villages used to send their goods by this mode of cheap 
conveyance to the open market and thus making a large profit and 
similarly they brought back to the villages at much cheaper rate the 
necessaries and the amenities which they could not themselves produce. 
Who will to-day calculate how much of our house and village industries 
depended for their prosperity in the past on this cheap mode of distri» 
bution? It is a painful sight now to see th^t with the decay of these 
canals and waterways our industries have med out. The Railways in 
some places have replaced them but at tremendous cost. Our Railways 
do not help the growl h of our indigenous industries. In more cased 
than not they carry away the raw materials and cause impoverishment 
by scattering luxuries. 


However, the Railways have not been extended to all parts, and 
therefore even if they are useful in some ways, they do not yet claim 
and can never claim to completely substitute the streams. 

It is difficult at this day to fully understand the great purpose thd 
irrigation canals at one time subserved, of which some indication had 
been given by that expert, the utterance of whose name will probably 
diminish the value of my case — Sir William Wilcocks — so full of 
sympathy for the people of the country. 

These streams used to do the work of over flow irrigation and thus 
restore and increase the fertility of our soil every year. This is a 
matter of experience wuth us and how can we deny itP 

These streams used to bring the rich flood waters of the big rivers 
at full monsoon tide and cover over the fields up to the remotest interior 
parts with the rich deposit of silt and during early monsoon, when 
th<» fields must be kept comparatively dry and wateriess to help sowing, 
the rain i!Jnti(||f^,used to be quickly drained off before they caused wide- 
spread destruction of crops as they are doing now almost every year. 
This is the reason why not very long ago our fields used to yield three 
crops and yet not deteriorate. 


The effect of the silting up of these streams has therefore been 
disastrous on ottr agriculture. We have now more lands under crops 
but less crops. 

If the areji; that is now placed under the jute and the outturn is 
oomparcd with ths, outturn, area for area, of a few decades ago, I think 
the truth will be l^me in upon our minds easily. 

I . now come, Sir, to the question of drainage. 
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V ,|M]ody, I hope, will deny how serious a deterioration the 
heapift of the villages have undergone owing to the blocking of 
th^T natural or man-made outlets. There are places and 
areas which from being smiling fields have been converted into 
morasses breeding mosquitoes. The bheela, etc,, which at one time 
used to be annually flushed, leaving a clear reservoir of drinking and 
bathing watcu* covered with lotuses of incomparable beauty and which 
used to supply the needs of the villages throughout the year are now 
stagnant pools covered with water hyacinth in some places strong 
enough to bear the burden of men and cattle. 


This brings me to the question of the water hyacinth which I think 
has been very much helped in the propagation of the species by the 
waterlogged condition of our streams and khals. In the open streams 
these pests cannot stand and propagate and are quickly carried down. 
But wherever there is an obstruction to their free flowing out, they 
bi'eed and propagate till the whole area liecoines a solid mass and 
gradually extend into private fields a serious enemy of agriculture. 
Private efforls are no doubt l>eing made with various results to drive 
them out of fields, but unless the streams can be cleared, these efforta 
can never lea<l to complete success. In my district the tremendoua 
initiative given to private efforts by Mr. G. S. Dutt, a Civilian amongst 
Civilians and a high souled patriot, if supplemented by Government 
aid, is sure to lend to great results. 

I believe this problem is also connected with the problem of Irri- 
gation and Dininage. 

We had great hopes roused in our minds at one time when the* 
Hon^ble Mr. Ghussnavi as Minister showed some activities in thia 
direction by living to rouse and enlighten public opinion on the sub- 
ject. I think, Sir, he had drawn his inspiration from his intimate 
contact with Plastern Bengal where the problem is demanding urgent 
solution. But since the Hon’ble gentleman got himself translated into** 
a safer and more comfortable seat in the Executive Council, we ii<> 
longer find him wasting a thought on the problem, although his bein^ 
in charge of the Irrigation Department has rather increased and ex- 
tended hi.^ opp<»riunity in the light of what I have already said. 

What is the remedy of this problem which to my mind is the prcK 
blem of al} problems? Our dead and dying rivers must be resuscitated 
at any coal, if the people are^ to live free from malaria and kala-asar 
and such other diseases and if they are to have enough to live upon 
and if they are to live as healthy beings. 

llie nieresi apology of a remedy has been provided by the Village* 
Sanitation and Xhninage Act. I have experience of ite working in 
one case, and m I know why its provisions are not Wng very taigeljr 
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to. Here the people have got to &dA the money, Hie Goret^l 
ment grant being optional. Then again, these schemes take snch a 
long time to receive sanction that any effort to get them through he* 
•oomes a wild-goose chase. Better and more practical remedies are 
therefore required. The course I would suggest, Sir, if the Department 
really means business and if they want to carry out even a part of 
this self-impcsed task, is that all the district boards of the province 
be invited to report after consultation with all the union boards as to 
what schemes of irrigation and drainage are in their opinion necessary 
to open up the internal areas of the whole district for health and wealth, 
noting down the most urgent ones in order of their importance. When 
the Department is in possession of the reports from all the districts, 
then they ma,v depute their experts to each district to examine these 
^ichemes in the light of the opinion of the leading bodies of each place 
•nnd from their own engineering point of view. The works should then 
be taken up in order of their importance in all the districts under the 
«upenision of an expert for each. 

If works are begun in this way with a single aim to the interests of 
•the people, it will be possible to bring back yet the old days when in 
-every village health and plenty cheered the lalx)uring swain and when 
Hilarity and cheer sweetened their daily life and when our peasantry 
•did not wear the emaciated and woe-begone looks which mark them 
out now. 


^5 p.ni. 

MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Mantilla Athad] Sir Abdalkarim Chuznavi): Sir, yesterday there wae 
a plethora of eloquence from the membei’s of this House and the 
aequenee has not been broken, as there has been a plethora of rhetoric 
* to-day, too. The flood of eloquence was started yesterday by my 
bon’ble Bahadur Maulvi A*izul Haque, when he brought 

forward before lihis House a bill of indictment seriously charging the 
Department of Irrigation with all sorts of crimes and misdemeanours 
sufficient to damn the Department and I felt that I was once more 
witnessing that famous trial in some other part of the world many 
years ago, vis., the trial of Captain Dreyfus in the heart of Paris 
where before a distinguished judge and jury, there was eloquence 
enough to carry them off their feet and make them pronounce a verdict 
•of guilty, Bnf, Sir, time has vindicated Captain Dreyfus and time, 
I am sure, will vindicate the Department of Irrigation. 

s. * 

Now, Sir, I will take up the charges one by one. The first charge 
was that this Departme# lacked in their endeavours to combat the evil 
what is called the lilac Devil, A lurid picture of the devastation 



by thi.i pest was drawn before this House by my hou’ble friend 
Bahadur Maulvi Asizul Haque. Sir, may I be permitted to 
put seme touches here and there to that lurid picture. When I was 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries, I ascer- 
tained with the help of an indefatigable officer that this pest was 
•causing damage to the extent of Rs. 47,60,000 in a single district and 
we could quite imagine bow many crores of rupees worth of damages 
were being caused to the whole Province. May I tell my hon’ble 
friend that but for the fact that continuity of work had been disturbed 
by the so-called ultra-nationalist members of this House, we would 
have heard a different tale to-day. But at the same time I would like 
to ask my hon’ble friend, what has that got to do with the Irrigation 
Department? There has never been any question as to which depart- 
ment was responsible for initiating the campaign against this pest. It 
was ceitainly not this Department. I submit it was the Department of 
Agriculture and Industries. (Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque: 
May I remind the Hon’ble Member that the Department of Agriculture 
has renounced that duty.) If my hon'ble friend would only 
hold his soul in patience and wait till he has read the 
repori to which T referred yesterday in which the menjbers 
of the Committee have mode certain recommendations to deal with 
this (inestion, he will know more about it. When Government will 
have considered their recommendations and carefully examined the 
question and when certain portions of the duty of fighting this pest is 
actually laid on the shoulders of the Irrigation Department, it wilt be 
time then, and not till then, to charge this Department with dereliction 
of duty. 

Sir, my hon’ble friend also tried to drown this Department with a 
flood of ridicule. He said that we have allocated Rs. 600 only for the 
eradication of this evil. It is nothing of the sort. I may tell him 
that it is merely a small sum allocated for the purpose of i*emoving 
water hyacinth from a certain channel and nothing more. 

Sir, we ha^ e been told both yesterday and to-day about the condition 
of the dying and dead rivers in Bengal. Nobody regrets it more than 
I do. As I have already said, this Department is woefully under- 
manned and frightfully understaffed, and with the best of intentions 
in the world and with the help of one of the most hard-working engi- 
neers — Mr. Addams-Williams — and all those who work with him, it ia 
not possible to attend to all the various and multifarious problems 
which confront the Department. 

My h^*ble friend has also talked about a certain pecu- 
linriiy of this Department, namely, that when a certain 
l^jeet^ such ns the €h*aiid Trunk Canal prcdect wiyi dropped, another 
b% |»o|eet such aa tile Damodar Canal project was taken up. Sir, it 
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is not for me to defend to-day either of these two projects. But I oi|i 
assure the House of the fact that Government have, at the preseit 
mdment, taken a view with regard to this which I shall presently refer* 

I might, h(»wever. by way of illustration, say that at the time when I 
took up this Department there was a good deal of suspicion — ^a rank 
suspicion, in the atmosphere— so much so that a certain section of the 
Press held that the new Member-in-charge was about to bring the Grand 
Trunk Canal project again out of his sleeves, and force it down the 
throat of the public. But time has again shown that these conjectures 
were false. The intention of the present Government is to constitute 
a Waterways Board with statutory powers and it will be for that Board, 
when constituted, to examine from day to day all questions such as 
these which face the Irrigation Department, and it will be for that 
Board either t(j condemn such projects or to bestow their benedictions 
on them. 

My hon’ble friend also referred to some white elephants, I mean the 
dredgers. I may tell him with respect to one of these dredgers, 
namely, RonaWfliay. we have succeeded in letting it out on hire for 
Es, l,5(Ml a day which will come up to something like Rs. 4 lakhs a 
year, and shall thus pay off all the interest and other charges. This, 

I hope you will agree, has proved an excellent business proposition 
and may be laid to the credit of the Department in its new orientation. 

This Department has also been charged with the habit of making 
over the consti u<!tions of bridges and various other works to the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust, Calcutta Corporation and so forth. May I remind 
my hon’ble friends that the Calcutta Improvement Trust is obviously 
in a better position than the Irrigation Department to construct these 
bridges because it has an organisation on the spot in Calcutta which' 
is habitually engaged on construction work. And as regards cost, the 
Trust, the Corporation and the Government have undertaken to share 
these liabilities in respect of these bridges. It cannot be said that 
this Depai4n^tp have merely paid doT^m money to this party or that 
as a dole for tbe construction of bridges. Whatever money has been 
paid by this Department to this party or that party, has been merely 
in discharge of its share of liabilities. 

My hon’hlo friend, the Khan Bahadur, has also pointed out in 
glowing colours what he was pleased to call the subterfuges of accounts* 
Sir, in this connection I may be permitted to recall a certain aneodpte. 
Once upon a |jme there was a famous man who jmssessed three kinds 
of calligraphjr. One kind could be read by everybody, the second was 
one which was dni^ decipherable by hunself, and the third kind wns 
one which was decipherable by nobody. I am not aware into which of 
these categories hon*UjB friend would like to place the accounts ^ 
the Irrigation Department. I! it be in the last category, I ass nit 
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t& I ipOsitioB to help him. But if it is in the other categories then I 
eailt' iielp him, if he goes to my room some day in Writers’ Buildings 
while I shall be glad to explain to him the intricacies of these accounts, 
if necessary with the help of the distinguished Engineer Mr. Addams- 
Williams. My hon’ble friend in his modesty disclaimed any know- 
ledge of arithmetic.. This is entirely in keeping with his natural 
modest^' of which be haS given ample proof before the members of this 
House. 


Sir, my time being short, I do not propose to go into all the various 
^ints raised by the members especially by my hon’ble friend, the 
Ehan Bahadur, I shall, however, just say a few words on the impor- 
tance of the Committee which has been constituted, and I shall begin 
by referring to one or two things which have been mentioned in the 
House with i-egard to Sir William Wilcocks. 


4 p.m, 

Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan and the Khan Bahadur gave the members 
of this House to understand that Government have in a maimer given a 
wide berth to Sir William Wilcocks. This, however, is^mot the fact. 
Sir William Wilcocks appeared before the Committee, and more than 
that, I, in my private capacity, expressed a desire to mmt him, and 
by issuing invitations to various members picked out^ from those 
interested in irrigation, asked them to meet Sir William Wilcocks. I 
am sure if he is here I shall see more of him. 

Now I confess that so far as I am concerned when I first took over 
charge of this department I felt like Hercules, who was given twelve 
labours to perform and one of these labours was to clean the stables of 
Augeas, King of Ellis. I must tell you also that when 1 first took over 
the portfolio of Irrigation, I found that this Department consisted of 
Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment, Drainage works and so forth and 
all seemed to me to be so mixed up that it resembled as it were a huge 
maze without a plan. One of my first acts was to consider how to clean 
the Irrigation Department “stables.” 

In pursuance of a recommendation of the Royd^ Commission on 
Agriculture, it was announced just a year ago in ^is H^use that 
Ckrvemment had^ decided to appoint a Committ^ of etj|lerls t4 examine 
the organisation and functions of the Irrigation Departmehi as at 
present eonsti^lled and suggest measures for improvement. %Ve are 
lold^that Henll^ finding his task of an overwhelming nature diverted 
the waters of the Alpheus into the stables. In my case, I confess, J 
powerjiriiS to divert any such stream as efiectively as Hercules, but 
.1 tliink the members of this House will agree that Ooveniment luay 
tfiaim that it has shown great expedition in getting together expert 
4flioer4 to put onr house in order, in the Irrigation Bepartinent, in face 
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al considerable difficulties, in the short space of twelTe months and what 
is more, for having secured from this Committee a valuable report 
which it is hoped will shortly be in the hands of every member of this 
House. 

Bengal has got the finest system of waterways in the world. There 
are something like 20,000 miles of waterways, major waterwajrs alone, 
not to speak of minor ones. I admit with great regret that unfortunately 
these waterways had been neglected in the past. Apart from ti^ 
irrigation problems proper, there afe other problems which arise directly 
from the deltaic character of the province and the presence of our vast 
waterways. I must, however, declare at once that failure in tackling 
these questions has not in the least been due in the past to any laches 
on the part of this Department. The multiplicity of the problema 
themselves would make it difficult for any department to deal effectively 
with any of them. Furthermore, this Department has been woefully 
undermanned and the head of this Department, Mr. Addams-Williams, 
who is the most hardworked individual in the Secretariat, in spite of 
his diligence, in spite of his industry, found it impossible to extend the 
activities of this Department to the solution of all the various problems 
that it is fac^d with. A proposal for the necessary expansion of this 
Department was submitted two years ago, but unfortunately owing to 
the paucity pf funds nothing could be done. Thus from all points of 
view, Government came to the conclusion that the first essential step 
was to get together a Committee of experts to examine not only the 
questions connected with the waterways but also the whole irrigation 
policy of the Government of Bengal. The Committee has also been 
asked to advise Government on the question of the constitution of a 
Waterways Board with statutory powers. It is proposed that the Board 
should be modelled on the lines of the Calcutta Improvement Trust and 
its business would be to deal, from day to day, with all questions affect- 
ing the various problems that present themselves to this Department. 
The Commit^ was asked to advise Government on all these points. It 
will be found ^t their report deals not only with the question of 
reorganisation of the Department and the subject of waterways, but 
it also deals with the irrigation policy of the Government of Bengal. 
It will be found that mu^h pf the criticism which has been directed and 
levelled against this Department by means of the various motions has 
been dealt with,^ and dealt with conclusively, in the report which has 
be^ submitted by the members of this Committee and which, as I have 
said, it is hoppd will be in the frauds of the members of t^is House very 
soon. 

<Here the Honible Member having reached his time limit resumai 
hissaat). ^ 

The motion that the demand «f Rs. 13,87,080 under the head 
Irrigation-^ther Ih^penditure, etc.** be reduced by Ite. 
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(to ipA^ ftttmtion to the failure of the department to taolde the proUema- 
of |he dead and dying rivers in West Bengal, and of water-hyacinth 
in Baetem Bengal) was then put and a division taken with the following- 
result : — 

AYES. 


aamatf, HaiiHrl tham Mi S Oi i, 

Alif Maalvr Hatsan. 

Ati, Maalai tyad Nauiaar. 

•aktai Maalvl tyte Majid. 

■al, Mr. iarat Chandra. 

■allabh, Itai Bahadur Dabtndra Nath. 
Banarji, Rai Bahadur Ktthab Chandra. 
Bantrjl, Mr. 

BannarjM. Bahki Jittndralal. 

Basil Mr. Nartndra Kumar. 

•ass, Mr. t. M. 

Bural, Babu Ookul Chand. 

Chattsrjss, Mr. B. C. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, Or. Josondra Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mautvl MImut- 
laman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvl Ashrafuddln. 

Chaudbury, Mautvi Nural Absar. 
Chowdhury, Mauivi Abdul Ohani. 

Oas, Babu tatysndra Kumar. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Eusufji, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
yasluNah, Maulvl Muhammad, 
ahoss, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Ohash, Raf Bahadur thashanka Kumar. 
Ossnka, Rai Bahadur Badridas. 

Ouha, Babu ersfuita Kumar. 

Ounta, Mr. J. N. 

HaMbullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Nahlm, Maulvl Abdul. 

Hashsmy, Maulvl tysd dalaluddln. 

Haaus. Khan Bahadur MauIvi AaiiuJ. 
Hoqus, Kaxi Emdadul. 

Hasain, Nawab Musharmf, Khan Bahadur. 
Nossain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Hue, Khan Sahib Maulvl Baxlul. 


Nubi Mr. A. K. RaaKul. 

Karim, Maulvt Abdul. 

Kassm, Maulvl Abuk 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi MuaiMm Aik. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamixuddin. 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. 

Law, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mitra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Maaksrjss, Mr. Syamaprasad. 
Mukhafiadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra^ 
Nag, Babu Suk Lai. 

Poddar, Ssth Hunuman Prasad. 

Rahsam, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Ray Babu Khsttsr Mohan. 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu Satith Chandra. 
Rout, Babu Hossni. 

Roy, Babu Jitsndra Nath. 

Roy, Babu Satyondra Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja dagadish Nath, of Otnajpur*. 
Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Sailsswar Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar., 

Roy, Mr. Shanti Shskharkswar, 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Saadatttllah, Maulvl Muhammad. 

Sahana, Babu Satya KInliar. 

Samad, Maulvl Abdas. 

Saroar, Or. Sir Nilratan. 

Son Oupta, Dr. Narssh Chandra. 

Son, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar. 

Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhuptndra Narayaiw 
of Nashipur. 


NOEi. 


All, Mr. Altaf. 

Burma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Basir Uddin, Mauivi Mohammsd. 

O a ss s f is, Mr. A. 

O b aud bur t , Khan Ba hadu r Maulvl Hatmr 
Rahman, 
dark, Mr. I. A. 

C Oip s r , Mr. C. & 

Balh, Mr. n. R. 

•ash, Mr. A. 4, 

9mm, Mr. 0.4. 

Nvagul, Mo -Hrnm Khan Bahadur 

fc. a M. 

•aagut i, Rai Sahib Susil Kumar. 

•hish, Mr. M. c. 

WMB w a w l, ths Nmrbli ABiadj Sir 
Ahdilksrim.' 

B tPd m , Mr. A. B, 

•aha, Mr. P. M. 

MmMor, i^. c. W, 

IMBM MTJ «. P. ‘ 


Hussain, Maulvl LalaOU. 
inssh, Mr. 4, 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Lalr4 Mr. R. B. 

Lsslik, Mr. M. ^ 

Smguiff, Mr. L. 

Marr, tho Non*blo Mr. A* 

MoCluokik Mr. B. T. * 

Mtttsr, Ms W sn M ls m Provash (M BB dM V 
Ma bsr i y, Ms Nsnlds Mr. A. N. 

MuUisk, Mr. Mnkmida Bshary. 
jlag, M i vsr i nd B. A. 

MathnuddM, Ms Hsn^bis Mr, Khwaia. 
Orm o nd, Mr. f. C. 

PinnsH, Mr. L. B. 
fbunllss, ir. W. M M. 

Ray, Ms HsnMIs Kumar ShM ibshhhi^ 

Bay Chaudhuri, Mr. A. 

Russ, Mr. M P, 

m BiBiiiiirM Miw ii yf 

HIOTmrllip WrV r# 
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HW MM IMmU •••IIM. 
Hr. M. E. 

•UVMIt, Mr. H. i. E. 

•tMM, Lt-Col. M. E. 


Tlmii i w m i M 
Tfiimrt, Mr. 
Twyiuiiii* Mr. 
W«rEtw«rtli, 


W. 

H. 

Mr. 


r. M. 

L. 

4 . 

W. C. 


The Ayes beinR 71 and the Noe* 47 the motion was carried. 


4-15 p.m. 

The following motions were then put and lost : 

“That the demand of R*. 13,87,000 under the head ‘ 15 .— Im^tion’ 
be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to criticise the general policy and adminwtra- 
tion of the Department).” ^ 

“That the demand of Rs. 13,87,000 under the head ‘ 15 .— Irrif^tion 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to express dissatisfaction with the general P»l'cy 
the Government and its indifferent attitude towards the Department). ^ 

“That the demand of Rs. 32,46,000 under the heads ‘If — 
and ‘XIII.— Working Expenses’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw the 
attention of the Government to the condition of the rivers and river 
systems and the waterlogged areas of Eastern Bengal and how this 
affects agriculture, sanitation and communication). 

The motiW that a sum of Rs. 53,39,000, as amended by the Council, 
be granted for expenditure under the heads — Revenue 
expenditure financed from ordinary revenue,” ‘ XIII.— Irrigation 
Working expenses,” “ 16 ( 1 ).— Other Revenue expenditure financed from 
Famine Relief Grant,” “ 16 .— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage works” and “ 65 .— Construction of Imgation, 
Navigation, Embankment arid Drainage work not charged to Revenue 
wft» then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit under the h4ad "XIII, 16, 16(1), 16 and 55.-Irriga- 
tion” having been expired the following motons were not put: — 

Maulvl ihNlffl^UODIN KHBHl “That the demand of R*. 13,87,000 
under the head ‘16.— Irrigation’ be reduced by Rs. 100 ****“' 

tion to the delay in coming ftp a decision as regards the Chandana 
Scheme in the district of Faridpnr).’ 

IlMIhl hAMH: “That the demand! of Rs. 1,61,006 

under the head ‘‘16.- Irrigation’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (fwr not 
provision for the Bhairab Drainage Scheme and supplementary Naba- 
ganga Bebenin). ” 


Dr. AMULYF^ATAII QHOSE: “That the demand of R*. 1,51,0W 
under the head ‘16.— Irrigation’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to d^ths 
attention of the Govwnment to the dying and dead rivers in Bengal 
espeoiaUy in Hooghly and Howrah districts).” 
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Ip. tARAT CHANORA BAL: ‘‘That the demand of Bs. 1,51,000 
nndwi^ the head ‘16. — Gonstnictioii of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank* 
meiit imd Drainage works' be reduced by Re. 1.*' 

Ipttivl SYEO HAU8HER ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 1,61,000 
under the head ‘16.— -Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, etc.* 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the policy of the Irrigation Department),** 

Khan Bahadur Maidvi AZIZUL HAQUE: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 1,20,000 under the head ‘55B. — ^Imgation — Navigation, Embank* 
ment and Drainage works — Construction of locks and sluices in the 
Lower Kumar river* be refused.*’ 

Babtt JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 19,40,000 under the head ‘55. — Construction of Irrigation, Navi- 
gation, etc.’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the question 
of the Bakreswar canal, the projected Mourakshi river canal, and the 
administration of the department generally).’’ 

Mr. B. C. DHATTERJEE: “That the demand of Rs. 19,40,000 
under the head ‘55. — Irrigation* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw atten- 
tion to the necessity for raising a loan of 5 crores, and to the appoint- 
ment of a committee to explore the possibilities of doing the same).’* 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSES “That the demand of Rs. 19,40,000 
under the head ‘55, — Irrigation* be reduced by Rs. 100 (for the attitude 
for taking up a comprehensive scheme for the whole of Bengal, parti- 
cularly of the district of Howrah in not maturing the Central Drainage 
Scheme of Howrah and for not granting loans to the Howrah Muni- 
cipality).** 

Kaii EMOADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 19,40,<M)0 
under the head ‘55. — Irrigation* be reduced by Re. 1 (General policy 
of the Department).’* 

Mr. BARAT CHANORA BAL: “That the demand of Rs. 19,40,000 
under the head ‘55. — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage works not charged to revenue* be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Mmilwi BYED JALALUODIN HABHEMYl “That the demand of 
Rs. 19,40,000 under the head ‘65. — Oonstmction of Irrigation, Nari- 
gatioB, etc.’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that the 
river navigation in the subdivision of Narail, district Jessore, is in a 
dying condition).** 

[At 4-20 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 4-32 p.m.] 
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Th« Hon'ble Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of His Excel- 
lency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 5,000 be granted 
under the head '*20. — Interest on other obligations.” 

This demand has been explained on page 48 of the Green Book and 
I have nothing further to add. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


22.— Central Administration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,08,84,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head ”22. — General Administra- 
tion,” 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: "That the demand of Rs. 19,600 
under the head '22 A. — Staff and Household of the Governor — Private 
Secretary — Pay of clerks^ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy 
followed in recruiting clerks).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: "That the ideimand of 
Rs. 19,600 under the head "22A. — Staff and Household of the Gov- 
ernor — Private Secretary — Pay of Establishment’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(as a protest against the insufficient number of Moslem assistants in the 
Private Beoretary’s office and also for not appointing hitherto a Moslem 
as Superinteit(tsiit in that office).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH r "That the demand dT 
Rs. 15,500 under the head '22. — Staff aad Household of the 
Governor — Military Secretary — Pay of Establishment’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (as a protest against the insufficient number of Moslem assistants 
in the Military Secretary to Governor’s office).” 

Mauivi TAMIZMODIN KHANi "Hat Uie demaad of Re, U,m 
under the head *22A. — Staff and Housdiold of the Governor— Militaiyr 
Secretary— Pay of clerks’ he reduced by Re. i (to eritieise the policy 
of recruiting (darks).” 
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Ilkiifvi Sy«d JALALUODIN HAtHCMY: I beg to move that the 
denM^d of Rs. 69,500 under the head “22A. — Staflf and Household of 
the Governor— Band Establishment*’ be reduced by Rs. 50,000. 


Sir, after careful consideration regarding the item of baud establish- 
ment of His Excellency the Governor I am moving this motion. At 
the outset I must tell that I am not one of those who profess themselves 
to be ascetics, sadhus or sanyasis. I believe there is a necessity for 
amusement. I believe that the head of the administration of this 
province must have some amusement. Therefore I have proposed a 
cut of Rs. 50,000. I believe, however, that every individual has a 
right to amuse himself in an innocent and in a modest way. I also 
believe that a healthy man can have any amusement, but 1 do not at 
the same time believe that a hungry man or an unhealthy man can have 
any amusement. Even I may tell you that a healthy father cannot at 
least or should not at least participate in any amusement if his dear son 
is in death bed. Now, Sir, here what we find is this : there is a continued 
strife of illiteracy, of unhealthiness and ignorance going on. In the 
circumstances, I find that a sum of Rs. 69,500 have been alloted for 
that item. This sum of Rs. 69,500 is no joke; it is more than the salary 
of an Hon’ble Minister of this House. Therefore I have suggested in 
my motion that Rs. 50,000 be given away and the remaining sum of 
about Rs. 20,000 be set apart for the purpose. Sir, the condition of 
our province after the Meston Settlement has been deplorable. I would 
not call it a settlement; I want to call it butchery, and I say it is neither 
an award nor a settlement. But the condition of the province is such 
that no gentleman of this House will agree that such a big sum should 
be set apart for this particular purpose. In peace and prosperity, in 
health and happiness there cannot be any objection to this sort of modest 
and innocent amusement. But, Sir, when there is the blast of war — 1 
do not mean the war of arms and ammunitions — I would not make any 
reference to Mahatma Gandhi’s war of civil disobedience but I mean 
war of ignorance, I cannot even niter careful consideration agree to 
this sum of money being alloted for the purpose. I understand that the 
amount is a voted one. Of course Government might have taken it, if 
they liked, as a non-voted item. Therefore when it is a voted item I 
would suggest particularly this year for a change of heart. Even the 
hon’ble members on the other side of the House should agree to this 
cut. I will also request the members on the other side of tha House to 
consider that thjs amount is a very big one. I am not going to compare 
this {^residency Governor with other provincial Governors, the condi- 
tion ci Madras, Bombay, the Punjab and United Provinces with that of 
Bengal. Itet I must say that this amount particularly this year should 
nef allogeiher be granted but only one-third should be set apart for 
thm purpose aud the remaining sum should not be alloted. 
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With these few words I beg to move my motion. 

Dri AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 69,500 under the head ‘‘22A. — Stnff and Household of the Governor 
— Band Establishment^* be reduced by Rs. 5,000. 

Sir, in moving this motion, I beg to say a few words that in spite of 
the heavy amount of protest made by representatives of the people year 
after year, this demand is placed before this House again. There is 
no reason for increasing it this year and it is really not understandable. 
The actual of last year is rather lesser than what it has been estimated 
for this year. I have gone through the proceedings of previous years 
and I found that there were recommendations from the representatives 
of the people for total rejection of this grant, but that has not been acted 
upon. The Government is bent upon to carry on this luxury of the 
Governor at the expense of the poor people. Money is spent and spent 
without interruption. I do not know why this huge sum should be spent 
for this band establishment. This band establishment might well be 
maintained with much lesser sums if the bandsmen are recruited from 
amongst the depressed classes of Bengal, I mean the dhoolies, the 
rosanchaukiwallas, the sanidars who are good musicians of Bengal. 
When Rajas and Maharajas of Bengal are charmed with their music, 
I do not understand why the Governor of Bengal should not be charmed 
with the music of those sons of Bengal I beg further to say that 
when His Imperial Majesty the King Emperor came, in his august 
presence in this soil of Bengal these sanidars and rosanchowkiwallas 
were presented to him in the pageant show, and as far as I remember 
he did not become horrified with their music, he did not feel giddy, 
but as far as I recollect, he appreciated the music of these Indian 
musicians. Sir, the Government in season and out of season tell us that 
they are the guardians here to look after the well being of the poor and 
depressed classes. 


4-45 p.m. 

If there is any sincerity in that, I do not understand why Government 
should not recruit bandsmen from amongst these dhoolies, moochies and 
domes, who, as I have already said, are the traditional bandsmen of 
this land'. They have a genius for this kind of work, and if they are 
given a real graining and are given the fullest opportunities, I can 
assure you. Sir, that they will make themselves as good bandsmen as 
those to whose the Governor now listens. 

Sir, the condition of Bengal is too well known. The greatest 
of Bengal liave been put into Jail——— 
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Hi* PRESIDENT* You need not go into that question. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: All right, Sir. The hearts of the 
people are cryipg. The miseries and the woes of the people are writ 
large on their brows. The people of this province are famine-stricken. 
They suffer from the ravages of malaria, from the devastations of 
tuberculosis, and from the onslaught of many other fell diseases. When 
the wails of the mothers, fathers, wives, sons and daughters are con- 
stantly rending the hearts of the people of this unfortunate land, how 
can we sanction this huge amount for the luxury and 
amusement of the Governor? Certainly, the music will 
not be able to drown the ( ries and wails of hundreds, thousands, nay 
lakhs, of mothers, fathers and sisters of Bengal, whose dearest and 
nearest are being carried away every day from amongst them by 
malignant and pestilential diseases. The Government has not been 
able to put a stop to the epidemics and pestilences which are causing 
such a great havoc in this province. It seems as if these fell diseases 
have taken maurashi patUi of the land from Government. It would 
also appear that the motto of Government is: *‘We should go on with 
our luxuries, no matter what happens to the people of Bengal; let 
them die or live, we don’t care.” 

Sir, I have already said that these Indian musicians are not incap- 
able men, and if they are given an opportunity, they will be able to give 
a good account of themselves. My motion is for reducing the demand 
for the band establishment by a paltry sum, vi*., Rs. 5,000, out of a 
total estimate of Rs. 69,500. If Government feels for the people of 
this country, and if meml»ers of this House have the least concern for the 
well-being of their brothers and sisters outside, I have not the least 
doubt that they will all, without any exception, vote for ray motion for 
reducing the total demand by Rs. 6,000. 

Maulvi A8HRAFUDDIN CHAUOHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 69,500 under the head ”22A. — Staff and Household 
of the Governor — Band Establishment” be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss 
the policy of the Government). 

Sir, my object in moving this motion is to record my voice of protest 
against the policy of Government in providing money for the amuse- 
ment of His Excellency the Governor ai a time when hundreds of our 
people are dying of starvation in the Brahmanberia subdivision and 
other places of Bengal. Sir, in moving a motion of this character 
I do not mean any disrespect to His Excellency but to bring it to the 
notice of Government that our country can ill afford to spend any money 
on a matter like this, when our nation-building departments like educa- 
tion, saniUticm, etc., are starved. Sir, I shall not be long as two of 
my friends have already spoken on the subject, but 1 want to make an 
aiqpeal to His Esmellency the Governor to forgo the pleatnre of a band 
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until such time as the inancial condition of tlie province improvee, so 
that it may not be said of us that when Borne was burning Nero was 
fiddling. 

With these remarks, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Mr. President, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: On which motion are you speaking, Dr. Sen 
Gupia? 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I am speaking on 
Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy s motion. 

To start with, I must say that I am struck with the modesty of the 
demand which has been made in this motion and I am afraid that the 
smallness of the cut which has been suggested by my friend Maulvi 
Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy will be received with the same sort of amuse- 
ment by the Hon’ble Member-in-charge as the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of Irrigation felt yesterday on my waxing eloquent over a 
trifling sum. Sir, to those members on the Government benches who 
think slightly of the small amounts involved in these motions for cut, 
my only recommendation is that they should read, if they have not 
already done so, the well-known poem of Rabindra Nath Tagore named 
Samonjja Dhani. These little suras which are thus squandered away 
in utter thoughtlessness make up a large amount, and if Government 
were thoughtful about the little sums they spend in this fashion they 
might be able to build up a fund which would be available for more 
fruitful purposes. 

Sir, I think that this band establishment of the Governor is part of 
a paraphernalia which is founded upon the ancient legend that in this 
01 iental country nothing strikes the imagination ex<!ept magnificence 
and splendour, and if you want to strike the imagination your people 
you must keep your rulers surrounded with magnificence. Sir, I want 
to say onca for all that this legend has no foundation in fact. The 
greatest stories treasured in the memories of our people of great rulers 
of the past are not those of magnificent monarchs, but of that great 
King, who had nothing for his furniture except a mat and who refused 
to allow himself any luxury which the meanest of his subjects did not 
enjoy. The great Yikramaditya made it a principle to live as the 
poorest of his subjects. That is a tradition which is treasured in the 
hearts of our people. I can cite the case of another King, Nasiruddin, 
whose wife burnt her fingers while cooking meals for her husband. 
Nasiniddin, even though requested by his wife, would not take any 
money from public* funds for the employment of a cook: he copied 
manuscripts for earning a living for himself. Sir, these are the tiadi- 
tions which are treasured in our hearts. Yet we are told that we laW 
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malpifieenGe, as if we were so many ohildren. Ewn to-day these 
tneiwiee are not altogether lost. Who is the man who ootiinands the 
greatest respect, and who has got hundreds and thoussmds of men at 
his lieck and call to-day ? People would rush to carry out his bidding. 
That man is Mahatma Gandhi, an ascetic who has renounced every- 
thing, and who has not even a bit of splendour — not even the Imrest 
necessities — ^to surround him. That is the man who has struck the 
imagination of the people. 

There was another man like Mahatma Gandhi. It is Swami 
Tivekananda, who, when he went to America, was an ascetic himself 
and lived in the house of a rich man. He was supplied with luxurious 
beds, but he spent the whole niglit on a door-mat. And whyJ^ When 
he was asked the reason^ he replied that he could not lie on a bed so 
long as his own countrymen were dying of famine. That is the man 
whose memory would be cherished in India for ever and ever. That 
is the sort of man at whose command the people would do any thing 
and every thing. I do not expect any such thing of the Governor of 
Hengal, but I certainly do expect that we who are dealing with public 
finance should have some regard for decency. When we cannot provide 
our people with the barest necessaries of life, when we r annot find funds 
lor ameliorating tlie condition of poor people, we might show this 
amount of decency by not wasting any money over sheer magnifi<‘ence 
and mere amusement. The Governor might be asked to show this 
amount of decency. 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, the members who have 
taken part in this debate are all new to this Council. Old members will 
remember that this is a subject which has been dis<'ussed threadbare 
aince 1921. It has to be remembered that Bengal is not India. There 
are other presidencies, and Bengal has to maintain its Governor in more 
or les.< the same state as Bombay and Madras maintain theirs. Other- 
wise. I think that many people would consider that it was a slight on 
Bengal. It seems to be suggested that the band is maintained purely 
for His Excellency’s amusement. I deny that most emphatically. His 
Excellency has to perform various social functions for which a band is 
necessary’. The question of finding a band in other ways has been 
debated on previous occasions, and it was suggested, I think, one year 
that a military band might be hired, but it was found that there would 
be no economy in that way. 

5 p.m. 

I mighl mention first that the question was threshed out years ago. 
The number of bandsmen was at one time 28, and the cost was consider- 
ably more than Rs. 70,000 a year. 
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It was decided after a gpood deal of discussion that the strength of 
the ]i)and should be reduced to a Director and 20 bandsmen, and the 
Council agreed to that. The cost was to be Bs. 70,000 and that standard 
has been rigidly adhered to. In fact, as one member pointed out just 
now, the work has been managed for a slightly smaller sum. 

I now come to these particular motions. The first is for a reduction 
of the band establishment by half a lakh. This would leave Bs. 19,500 
for the purpose of His Excellency’s band. The mover prided himself 
on not having moved for the total refusal of this grant. But I do not 
think he need take any pride in the matter, because he might just as 
well have moved for the total refusal at once. Dr. Amulya Batan Ghose 
moved a modest cut of Bs. 5,000, and I am bound to say that when I 
looked at the budget it struck me that there might be some justification 
for it, as the cost of the band last year was about Bs. 65,000. I made 
enquiries and found that the band was one man short. That vacancy 
has now been filled, and the Finance Department’s revised estimate of 
Bs. 65,000 is a little bit optimistic. The estimate of Bs. 69,500 for 
1930-31 is within the sum of Bs. 70,000 which was fixed by this Council 
some years ago. 

I have not got very much to say about the cut of Be. 1. I was not 
quite clear what the mover meant by it, whether he meant that the band 
was maintained for the amusement of His Excellency, or what. I have 
explained that the band is necessary for the maintenance of the dignity 
of the Governor and through the Governor for the maintenance of the 
dignity of the province of Bengal. 

I oppose all these motions. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy was then put and 
a division asked for. 

(After the lobby was cleared and members assembled in the Council 
Chamber.) 

Mr. FREtlOiNT: Gentlemen, yesterday much time was wasted 
over unnecessary divisions, and although our rules do not provide any 
relief when the President feels that a division is unnecessary, I think 
the Parliamentary practice, in such cases, to put the question once again 
before ordering the House to divide, may be adopted here to save time* 
In the House of Commons, if the Speaker was not satisfied for the second 
time, that a division was necessary, he would call it off. Here, the 
rules do not permit the President to go so far, but he can, in my opinion, 
very well appeal to the member concerned to call off the division, with 
the leave of the Ho|^, if it is found that very few people are likdy 
to follow him into the same lobby. 1 therefore propose to introduce 
this innovation into the proeedure of this Council and I shall aocordingljf 
put this motion once again without ordering a division at this stagei.^ 
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motion was again put and the Hon’ble President thought that 
“Noeii*^ would have it. The member who demanded the division did not 
chaMenge this opinion this time and was permitted to call off the divi- 
sion with the leave of the Council. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Eatan Ghose was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AluntSt Maulvl SHanitiieeiii. 

All, MauivI Nattan. 

All, Maulvi Syad NaiMlitr. 
■aMTlI, Mr. P. 

•aimarjtt, Balra JItMMiralaL 
•aau Mr. Nartntfra Kumar. 
Miaudhurl, Maulvi Athrafuddln. 
diawdliury, Maulvl Abdul Ghanl. 
aboM, Or. Amulya RaUn. 

Hahim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Hathvmy, Maulvi Syad Jalaluddin. 


Haeua, Kaii* Imdadul. 

Maltl, Mr. R. 

MaaliarjM, Mr. Syamapratad. 
Poddar, Satb Nunuman Pratad. 
Rabman, Maulvi Aiiiur. 

Rbul, Babu Hotmil. 

Ray, Babu Naribanaa. 

Roy, Mr. Sbanti Shakliaratwar. 
•amad, Maulvl Abdut. 

Saraar, Dr. Sir Nilratan. 

•an Qupta, Or. Narath Chandra. 


NOES. 


All, Mr. Altai. 

Bahah, Maulvi Syad Majid. 

Bal, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Dabandra Nath. 
Banarji, Rai Bahadur Kaahab Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Baair Uddin, Maulvi Mahammad. 

Baaa, Mr. S. M. 

Caaaalla, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kiahari Mahan. 
Ohaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Mlmui- 
laman. 

Ohaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl HaSiur 
Rahman, 
eiarh, Mr. I. A. 

Caban, Mr. D. 4. 

C aa p ar, Mr. C. B. 

Oaln, Mr. 0. R. 

Oaa, Babu Satyandra Kumar. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Daah, Mr. A. 4. 

Baaaan, Mr. B. A. 

Pa r ann I, tha Han*Ma Khan Bahadur 
K. 0. M. 

Banguli, Rai Sahib Suail Kumar. 

Sh ai h , Mr. M. C. 

Ohsah, Rai Bahadur S haaba nha Kumar. 
ObuMiavl, tha Han’bia ABiadj Sir 
Ahdalhairim. 

Saanlia, Rai Bahadur Sadridaa. 

S ar d a n , Mr. A. S. 

Baba, Mr. P. N. 

Saraar, Mr. B. W. 





Huaaain, Maulvl Utafat. 

Inaah, Mr. 4. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaitam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamltuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Rataur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. 

Law, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Laalia, Mr. M. 

Macttira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han*blt Mr. A. 

MaCluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Mitra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Millar tha Han'bla Sir Pravaah Chundar, 
MabaHy, tha Non’bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukharji, Rai Bahadur Satiah Chandra* 
MukhapaMwya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Mulliak, Mr. Mufcunda Bahary. 

Nag, Ravarand B. A. 

Natimuddin, tha Nan'Ma Mr. Khwaja. 
Pinnall, Mr. L. B. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahaam, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Ahdur* 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Oab. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Nan'Ma Kumar Shib Sbabhar* 

Ray oimudhuri, Mr. K. 0. 

Ram, Mr. 0. P. 

Ray, Babu 4itandra Nath. 

Ray, Maha r a la dagadiah Math, M 
Oinalpur. 

Ray, Mr. Bljay Praaad Shagh. 

Ray, Ma^ SallaiMar Shagh. 

Ray, Mr. sarat Kuaaar. 

Ruah t ar th , Mr. P. V, 
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:4Mr|i«r» Sir Mumitli. 
tirliir, tut teMft Rtteti MoIimi. 

•Util* liBHlvi AM«I Htmitf. 

Jinlift, Raja Raliadiir BRapandra Narayan, 
af Natlifpar. 

:SUiplatoil, Mr. H. E. 


•favaiit, Mr* M. t. 1. 
•tMa, Lt^Cal. H. B. 
TkaMpaaa. Mr. W. N* 
Travtrt, Mr* W. L. 
TMyiMun, Mr* N. 4, 
Wardawartii, Mr* W. C. 


The Ayes being 22 and the Noes 86.. the motion was lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order- I have an announcement to make. 
I have it in command from His Excellency the Governor to announce 
that His Excellency will address the Council at 3 p.m. to-morrow. I 
would therefore suggest all members to be in their seats five minutes 
^rlier. 

The motion of Maulvi Ashrafuddin Chaudhuri was then put and 
lost. 


-5-15 p.m. 

Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move that the demand 
•of Rs. 3,76,000 under the head “22A. — Staff and Household of the 
4}overnor” be reduced by Rs. 1,60,000. 

Mr. President, Sir, in moving this motion I want to place before 
this House the inadequacy of the grants made to the various depart- 
ments. The Ilon’ble Member for finance has placed before us a budget 
which allows only Rs. 60,000 for famine relief, Rs. .1 lakh for anti- 
malarial and kala-a*ar, Rs. 1 lakh for anti-malarial measures in rural 
Areas and Rs. 1,20,000 for the distribution of quinine, making a total 
-of Rs. 3,70,000. In a province where Rs. 3,70,000 can only be found 
for the department of public health and for famine relief I do not 
understand how a sum of Rs. 3,75,000 can be alloted for meeting the 
expenses of the Governor’s household. In going through the details 
•of the staff and household, I find there is a Private Secretary and his 
olerks and servants, there are travelling allowances, hill and DaecA 
allowances, rent, cost of passages and various other things. I 

have already stated in a country where the poor are dying in thousands 
the Finance Member cannot find sufficient money for the famine-striken 
areas and yet he can find all this money for the Governor’s household. 
-Sir, in the district of Tippera, in the subdivision of Brahmanbaria, there 
was a terrible famine not long ago and we know that more than 10,000 
people came to the town of Brahmanbaria surrounding the whole town 
and thereby demonstrating before the authorities how they were starv- 
ing from famine. Even in that rase Government did not think it its 
4uty to provide adequate relief. Only a sum of Rs. 60,000 has been 
allotted for famine relief. I find in the budget that there is a surpliis 
-of Bs. 12,00,000 in that department. Even in that case Hon^le the 
^Finaiiee Member could not find his way to grant an adequate sum for 
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relief. I understaad that all this paraphernalia and pageantry 
And pnmp is needed in this country for His Excellency the Governor. 
We Are here as the representative of the people and we must remember 
that India is a poor country, that Hengal is a poor country. We know 
from statistics that the income of this poor country is very poor indeed » 
but in the budget we find that instead of solving this problem large 
sums are being granted to the household of the Governor and for this, 
other departments must certainly cut down their expenditure to a very 
large extent. Sir, our poor people have to pay a large amount for the 
tax on salt, yet money cannot be found for primary education. I do 
not want to cast any aspersions on the person of His Excellency the 
Governor. I do not want to say tliat the Governor does not require 
servants and secretaries. I know that under the present constitution, 
under the present system of Government, this sort of thing would go 
on. I realise that these things will continue to be maintained unless 
and until the whole system — the steel frame system — of the situation is 
absolutely reshuffled on a better footing. Sir, with these few words I 
beg to commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Sir, in supporting the 
motion of my hon’ble friend there is one point which I should like to 
emphasise — one misapprehension which I should like to remove from 
the minds of the members of the House who are in their heart of 
hearts sympathetically disposed towards us. Sir, I might say that I 
do not in the slightest degree grudge His Excellency the Governor 
his salai-y and allowances, Theie is no personal feeling 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, no such matter is before the House. 
You are out of order in referring to that. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Sir, I submit to your ruling. 
But my meaning was quite clear. When referring to His Excellency 
I was of course referring to the salary and allowances of his staff. 
There is practically no difference between 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is a good deal of difference and I am 
glad that you are not going to refer to that again. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: My intention, as T have 
said, was quite clear from the very beginning. I do not wish to be 
disorderly. What I want to emphasise is the hideous inequality and 
want of proportion in allotting grants to the various branches of 
administration. Here is a sum 4ff Rs. 3,75,000 for the ataff ef Hie 
fixcellency ' and jret jm .AMMwt tnont tban Bs. 50,000 for the 
paofile of Biahmanhana from famine. Sir, this sort 
tif ,m^pal]ty.^l|bi,at the veiy heart of the ^ple and it is this which 
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they cannot tolei-ate. Rupees 3,50,000 is being spent for the personal 
establishment of the Governor and yet you cannot spare money fot 
more than 3,000 beds in the hospitals in the city of Calcutta where there 
are 1,30,000 people. It is this sort of iniquity which calls for these 
periodica] resolutions on our part. I know that our friends in the 
Council feel very keenly on this point and on the last occasion they 
went into the opposite lobby against their better judgment and against 
what they felt in their heart of heaids to be right. I hope they will 
revise their decision on this occasion. 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Mr. President, I think, Sir, 
that I met the argument which has been put forward in support of this 
motion when I spoke on the last occasion. Under the constitution, as it 
stands at present, Bengal has a Governor and the Governor has to have 
a staff. The cost of that staff is fairly constant — it is, as a matter of 
fact, less in the next year than it is in the current year. In the current 
year’s budget it is Rs. 6,43,000 and in the next year it is Rs. 5,65,000 
altogether, of which Rs.* 3,75,000 is voted. The members who have 
spoken have not criticised the details of this demand beyond referring 
to the office of the Private Secretary. I think it is quite obvious that 
a Governor who comes newly from England must have a Private Secre- 
tary and the Private Secretary must have clerks and even if the Private 
Secretary and his establishment were abolished we could only save 
Rs. 60,000 instead of Rs. 1,50,000 as is proposed in the motion. I may 
mention also that even if the Private Secretary were eliminated from the 
staff and household of the Governor his pay would still have to be found 
under some other head because he is a member of the Indian Civil Service 
and the Indian Civil Service in Bengal is at present considerably under- 
staffed. I do not think I need go very much further into the question. 
I cannot quite see how the question of hospitals in Calcutta is relevant 
to the question of the staff and household of the Governor. I may men- 
tion, however that in most countries hospitals are supported by volun- 
tary coniributiqns and not by the State. I hope the House will reject 
this motion. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 3,75,000 under the head “22A.— 
Staff and Household of the Governor” be reduced by Rs. 1,50,000 was 
then put and a division called. 

(After the lobby was cleare<i and the members assembled in the 
Council Chamber.) 

Mr. RRBSIOEilT: This is another ease in which my opinion with 
regard to the fate of this motion has been mliiecessarily challenged. To 
save time, which is so essential and from consideration of the probabili- 
ties of the case, I shall ad<^t another procedure for taking votes which 
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is ail» in accordance with Parliamentary practice. Thoae who are in 
faToar of the moti(m will please rise in their places. 

(i)nly a very few members rose for the motion . ) 

Now those who are against the motion will please rise in their 
places. A very large number rose. 

I think the mover has now been able to realise that he unnecessarily 
challenged my opinion, which was based on the strength of answering 
cries of ‘^Aye” and ‘‘No.” He will, perhaps, now call off the division. 

The division was accordingly, by leave of the House, called off and 
the motion was lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: “That the demand of 
Es. 3,75,000 under the head ‘22A. — General Administration — Staff and 
Household of the Governor’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion 
on the high salary, emoluments, allowances, etc., of the Governor).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GH08E: “That the demand of Rs. 600 
under the head ‘22D. — Executive Councirs Hill Allowance’ be refused.” 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 will have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 129—133. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ. “That the demand for Rs. 22,000 under 
the head ‘22D. — Executive Council’ be refused.” 

BabU dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs, 22,000 under the head “22D. — Executive Council” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the attitude of members of the Executive 
Council in their various departments). 

In moving this token cut I do not wish to refer to the constitutional 
issue at all. I do not wish to discuss the question as to whether the 
Members of the Executive Council are responsible or not, nor do I wish 
to raise the point that an irreepousible executive is an anomaly in any 
civilised system of government. I wish only to draw attention to the 
unw^isdom, impolicy and utter extravagance of having four men to do 
the work of two, and of paying them princely salaries for bungling and 
mismanaging thw business. That will be the point of my criticism. 

In the first place, let me refer to the numerical superfiuity of the 
Hon^e Membein of the Executive Council. ^ In the Montagu-Chelms- 
ford r^rt it was contemplated that there should be only two Members 

the Executive GouncO in a Governor’s provinc^^, oue European aUd 
lie other lUiiiin. But in the Government of India Act a maximum of 
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four was allowed, and — with the expansive generosity charactOTistie of 
Government measure, we have had at once this maximum in our provinoe. 
Why? Not because of any regard for good government, but simply 
because two jobs — two well-paid jobs — had to be provided for the Civil 
Service; and having provided these jobs for the Civil Service it was 
felt necessary to balance the inetjuity by providing two jobs for Indians. 
And in providing these two jobs for Indians, most probably it was sup* 
posed that so far as tlie fourth man was concerned the more iimompetent 
he was the better for the post. I shall try to prove to the satisfaction of 
the House that the Hon’ble Members are far from being overburdened 
with the duties which they have to perform. 

Let me take up first of all the case of the fourth Member, the Hon’ble 
Alhadj — I hope 1 have got the expression aright — the Hon’ble Alhad} 
Sir Abdelkerim Ghusnavi. In point of fact he has only two departments 
under his charge. Forest and Irrigation; and the two combined, consi- 
dering the array of technical ability by which he is generally buttressed 
up, the two combined <^ould not take up more than a quarter of an 
intelligent man’s time, ihit perhaps it was thought that the allotment 
of only two departments to an Hon’ble Member would not look well ; there- 
fore they proceeded to swell the number by creating a number of bogus 
departments. Among the departments thus allotted to the Hon’ble 
Member one is the department of Immigration, and thinking that Immi- 
gration was not enough thy ])ro( eeded to give him a variant of it, namely 
Emigation, Sir, mark the subtle difference between the two— Immi- 
gration and Emigration. But even that was not considered enough; so 
another important department was allotted to him — the mighty depart- 
ment of Haj pilgrimage; and last of all a department — the mystery of 
which I have not been able to fathom ns yet — the department of Juris- 
diction. We who are familiar with Bengali know what play was made 
of the word by Bankim Chandra Chaiterjee in one of his discourses. 
We are told that it was objected against somebody — an Indian Magis- 
trate, who dlaimed to try a European British subject — that he had not 
the necessary quall&cation, had not the justication — so it was put; and 
methinks this department of Jurisdiction is not far removed from the 
department of Justication about which the great novelist had spoken. 
So far about the Hon’ble Alhadj. 

I shall now proceed to the other Indian Member, the Hon’ble Sir 
P. C. Hitter. He also has got an important department under hi» 
charge— the department of Land Bevenue, once the safest department of 
all but not quite eoTsafe in these days. But he too has a certain number 
of bogus departments under his charge. One of Hicm is the department 
of l^itofuded Areas, but why excluded Cr ^m what I do not know* 
These exohided areas are excluded from the field of our understa nding s 
Another is the dq>artmeiii of Land Acquisition; and according to ika 



c^onfessions of the llon’ble Member himself, so far as this 
d^pe^tment is concerned he performs clerical duties merely. Other 
deparliimnts tell him what land is to be acquired for them and the Hon’ble 
Memb^ sif^ns a sort of blank cheque. He does a clerk’s duty, and for 
doing this gets Rs. 64,000 per year owing to the generosity of a generous 
Government — generous always at other people's expense. He has got 
another department in his charge, namely, the Department of Jails — a 
department in which I am personally interested. (Loud laughter.) 
Here again there is a curious distinction. The Hon’ble Member deals 
with jails generally; but when political prisoners are in question, he- 
meekly hands over his duties to the Hon'ble Mr. A. N. Moberly. And 
for the time being, though I do not know under what rule or procedure' 
or practice, the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly l>ecomes the Member in charge 
of Jails, and as such, he will have the disposal of my fate for a period 
of six months or so. T speak, therefore, with a considerable amount of 
hesitation and personal reluctance on this matter. But there is some- 
thing else. The Hon’ble Sir P. C. Mitter is also in charge of the 
Legislative Department; but here again, when the question comes of 
the number of days to be allotted for legislative business, Sir Provasb 
knows nothing of it and we are referred once more to the ubiquitous 
Mr. Moberly. The Civil Service is triumphant everywhere; their 
hoof-mark is broad upon the land, their shadow darkens every depart- 
ment of the administration. 

But the Hon’ble Indian Members are not the only object of this 
humble review of mine. Let me begin from the fountain-head — let me 
begin with the almighty member in charge of the Political and 
Appointment Departments. He is supposed to be the shining light of 
the Civil Service. Actually the whole burden of the administration falls 
upon him, but let us see how he discharges the duties of his office. He 
is in charge of General Administration and also of Judicial Administra- 
tion, and during the last four years continuously he has been in charge 
of these two important departments. Now, Sir, it is well known to 
everybody in this House that we in Bengal are interested more than 
anything else in the separation of the Judicial from the Executive. 
Many a committee has sat to deliberate over this business. We had the 
Greaves Committee which submitted its report in 1921. We bad also- 
the Civil Justice Committee which submitted its repoist in 1924. But 
has the Hon'ble Mr. Moberly taken any step whatever to carry out the 
rasommendations of these two Committees f Nothing whatever. The 
ditet of the Seeretariai shelves has been acx^umulating over these reports, 
and Mr. Moberly has merely contented himself during all these yeara 
wilb Ua aalafy mid mttltiplying c^pportuaitiei for drawing* 

aUnweiices^ That seems now to be the whole business of the Civil Ser- 
vice. Bat, Sir, there was a time when the Civil Service really governed 
tba Ooun^, when they initiated measures of far-reaching importance^ 
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and laid down broad lines of policy. Biit even a critic laoat fri^adly, 
disposed will baye to confess that the Cml Service has greatly difl^tflrio^ 
rated in these days. It has lost its governmental instinct, and# now 
contents itself only with marking time and waiting upon opportunitiei* 
My position is that if the Civil Service consisted of a body of self-respect* 
ing gentlemen, they should govern the country and tighten the lax reins 
of administration; or if they could not do that they should abdicate their 
functions and go. They should abandon their cherished privileges here 
and not expose themselves to the charge of clinging to place and power 
simply for the loaves and hshes of ofhoe. 

Let me now pass on to the case of the Ilon’ble the Finance Member, 
Mr. Marr. Every year about this time Mr. Marr comes up before the 
House with his lugubrious tale of a vanishing credit-balance and inelas- 
tic sources of revenue. But beyond lamenting that fact, what has he 
done to remedy the evil ? Why can he not take courage in both hands, 
and why does he content himself like us — ^irresponsible critics — with 
merely throwing the blame on the Meston Settlement? I think, Sir, 
I deserve some credit for not calling the Meston Settlement an iniqui- 
tous one. Why does he follow the stale practice of condemning the 
Meston Settlement alone? Sir, there are various sources of expanding 
revenue at the Hon’ble Member’s disposal if only he had the eye to look 
for them. Only last year one of his colleagues made a free gift of about 
five crores of rupees to the aamindars of Bengal in the shape of salami. 
If the Finance Member hod been a strong man — as strong as his inches 
would make him out to be — he should have urged for a moiety of this 
share, so that he need not have been under the necessity of criticising the 
Meston Settlement time and again. Two and a half crores would have 
been sufficient for floating a scheme of free and primary' education, and 
another two crores and a half would have been sufficient at least to begin 
with — for the Public Health Department. But it is not simply a case 
of this man or that ; the charge I bring against all the Members of the 
Executive Co\incil is that they are an expensive luxury, a superfluous 
ornament, a^ot^f men without wit or invention, without ideas, imagina- 
tion, or vision; An^ the sooner Bengal gets rid of this superfluous luxury 
the better it is for us — better also for their good name and for the prestige 
which they have all along enjoyed. 

The following motion was called but not moved ; — 

BilHi JITfHORALAL BANNERdEiS **That the demand of 
Rfl. 22,000 under the head ‘22D. — Executive Council* be reduced by 
Hs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the constitutional issue).*’ 

Tiw Hon'bta Mr. jl). N. MOBERLY: I am sure we are all veiy mnoh 
obliged to Babu Jitendrabd Baiuierjee for 'his extremely mit^rtaining 
epeeoh. I do not know whether my colleagues are going to reply to the 
temarks he made about them. He only made one remark whioh rea||y 
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poBO<^ “*> *•“* is aiwut the separation of Judidal an4 ErecutiTe. 
He felloe as well as I do that that matter has been hun|t ttP i*y tl^e 
Go^etmnent of India and the Secretary of State ever since the time I 
became a Member. 

The number of the Members of the Executive Oeuucil is fixed by the 
Secretary of State and it is not a matter with irhich this Gk>Ternme&t 
have anything to do. 


6-45 p.m. 

I need only add that this Rs. 22,000 has, of course, nothing whatever 
to do with the Members of the Executive Council. It is money which 
goes to clerks and chaprasis. I hope the mover will not attempt to cut 
this sum from the demand. 

•ifi PRESIDENT: I think 1 made a mistake in not calling upon 
Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq to move his motion. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I do not move it, anS i do not want to 
speak. 

The following motion was not moved : — 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ. ‘‘That the demand for Rs. 22,000 
under the head ‘22D. — Executive CounciE be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the unnef essary cost to the Administration in having four 
Executive Councillors ) . ” 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, 1 join with 
my Hon’ble colleague Mr. Moberly in saying that we are all grateful to 
Babu Jitendralal Baunerjee for entertaining the House. Babu Jitendra- 
lal Baunerjee* s fondness for a good speech is well known and he can 
never resist the temptation of making a use of apt phrases. I think if 
his nearest and dearest relations were present here and he spoke he could 
not possibly resist the temptation of using well-turned phrases for irres- 
ponsibly criticising him. But who ever expects responsibility from him. 
He will speak and criticise with vengeance. Sir, we the unfortunate 
Members of the Executive Council are here because of the Government 
of India Act. That Government of India Act was the result of years of 
agitation and movement on the part of the Indians, and my friend, Babu 
ditendralal Bannerjee, took no mean part in that agitation and move- 
ment. How, Sir, it is all very well to say that we are here doing no 
work, but I do not want to enter into an undignified controversy with 
Mr. Bannerjee or to to tell him whether we work or do not work, but I 
Fould remind Mr. Bannerjee and other members of this House of one 
^ing, in order to demolish that oft repeated criticism, namely, how is it 
iQitt while in the old days not only Bengal, but Bengal and Bihar and 
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Orissa^ could be ruled by one Lieutenant-Governor, a portion of the two 
provinces, constituting the present province of Bengal, requires four 
Members of the Executive Council and two or three Ministers. My 
answer is — ^my friends around us. Was the Lieutenant-Governor in the 
old days ever asked to explain the little things that we are called upon 
to explain nowP Things which in the old days were disposed of perhaps 
by head assistants now receive personal attention of the Member or 
Minister. Well, Sir, if you want to run a representative form of Gov- 
ernment, you must pay for it. England no doubt is a rich country, but 
its population is slightly below that of our province, and if anyone goes 
through the list of English ministry, he will find not seven but perhaps 
eight times seven Ministers. I realise that ours is a poor country, but 
if you compare the total amount of salary paid to the Ministers there 
with the total amount paid to the Members and Ministers here, I make 
bold to say that you will find that the amount paid here is perhaps about 
one-tenth of what is paid there. 

Sir, approaching the general aspects of the question, I say that it 
is not the fault of the Sovereign or his Minister under whom we hold 
oftioe that we are here. If anything, it is because we, Indians, wanted 
this form of Government. It may be that persons like Babu Jitendralal 
Bannerjee and others did not realise the ('onsequence of their actiona 
when they made their demands. It may be that the experience of the 
past will be repeated in the future and demands now so gliby made from 
the press and the platform if acceded to will be similarly criticised and 
tliat persons who were loudest in their shouts for a reformed government 
will cry halt when the question of paying the bill will be before them. 
That is, however, a different proposition. We are here by virtue of a sta- 
tutory provision. We are subject to criticism by every member of the 
House — not only by every member of this House, but by everyone in the 
press and platform. Criticise us by all means. We do not claim that 
we are perfect human beings; we are ready to admit that we have many 
fanlta, we have many defects; but I do claim this for myself and each one 
of my collea#^fei that subject to human limitations we try to serve in 
the best possible manner our Sovereign and our country (Applause). 

The motion of Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee was then put and lost. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: I propose to have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 133, 134, 145, 150 and 151. 

Mtuivi HASSAN ALI: Sir, T beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 1,92, 000. under the head “22E. — Ministers” be refused. 

Sir, the subje^t^of ‘‘Ministers and Ministry” can no longer be called 
a new thing in the country. It was disctissed threadbare in this House 
and outside this House. I therefore would have proposed to be extremely 
brief but for the Budget speech of the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
Bay, our Minister for Local S^-Govemment, on the 28th February last* 
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at the outset say only this touch that on that day we could not, 
I be|i6ve, fail to see how a popular representative mif^Kt be transformed 
into a stranger by a simple inagic-toueh of bureaucratic wand. 


Our rudimentary knowledge even of polities were questioned, bec'nuse 
we hold that the ministerial gadi in Bengal has been thrust upon the poor 
and unwilling shoulders of Bengal. 


The Hon’ble Minister wants us to support the Ministr^’^ because he 
holds, and in a dictatorial voice asks us to hold, that the Council consist- 
ing of 100 elected Indian members out of a total of 140, must be a power- 
ful body provided the powers are exercised properly and that powers can 
only be exercised through an executive which is removable by responsible 
members of the House. He denies the people of Bengal any right even 
to dream of independence or demand dominion status or ask for further 
reforms even, if they cannot send 100 such members to the Council 
from whom only cannot be chosen to sit in the Government and hold 
their own against the best intellect on the reserved side. 


I am afraid. Sir, the theory propounded most certainly gives the lie 
to the reformed constitutional laws of India. It bespeaks also of a sheer 
careless study of practical politics of Bengal as she is to-day. 


Sir, I want to refuse the Ministers’ salary hi fofo. If any reason is 
called for I shall submit that section 52 of the Government of India Act 
of 1919 is sufficient reason for refusal of Ministers’ salary. Under that 
section, Ministers are appointed by His Excellency the Governor and 
they hold office at his pleasure. The appointment is made by the Gover- 
nor and they can continue in office so long as His Excellency ])lease8. 
But it is for the Council to grant their salary which is fixed by the consti- 
tution itself. Is this not a most ridiculous and anomalous position? I 
ask. And does this mean that the Ministers can be chosen and are chosen 
by the people or their representatives in the Council? 

The proposition that Ministeis in Bengal are popularly chosen persons 
is no more true than the proposition that in Bengal the sun rises in the 
west and sets in the east. 

Thus, we find. Sir, that the so-called reforms are a (‘ainouflage — ^and 
the 8o-c;alled popular Ministers are popular in I name only — chey may 
better be called unpopularly popular. This has been borne out from the 
history of practical politics under the reformed constitution in Bengal 
during the last 10 years. Ministers have been appointed quite independ- 
ent of the question as to whether or not they enjoy the confidence of the 
House or people, and for whom the Council is ftsked to grant the salary. 
Irony of fate indeed I We have found Ministers that have been appointed 
from among gentlemen who have got little or no following in the House 
and much less in the country at large. 
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The Hon'ble Minister for Local Self-Government invited ns the other 
day, to choose our best men for the post and to help them and to co- 
operate with them for carrying on the people's banner high on the 
Government side. “The Ridiculous" cannot go further, Sir, when we 
see that the act of choosing the Ministers lies elsewhere than in Bengal's 
own soil. 

Let us, however, take for granted for a moment only that we can 
choose our Ministers, but can we chpose our best men? 

Our best men have refused to be available for the post inasmuch as 
the position is humiliating to our sense of nationalism and is a great 
insult to our motherland. And who are appointed Ministers? Persons 
who are subservient to His Excellency and who are 

Mft PAEBIDENTs Order, order. Tou cannot make those remarks. 

MiUlvi HAMAN ALI: And, Sir, I am sorry to say that His 
Excellency cho^^ the wrong men without considering : — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You cannot criticise His 
Excellency. 

Mauivi HA88AN ALI: Thus we Hnd that even those who stooped 
to work diarchy for what it was worth have grown sick of the Ministry. 
Tlierefore we find that diarchy in Bengal is an utterly hopeless failure. 
It is admitted on all hands that diarchy has failed, as it was bound to fail. 
It is no longer a controversial point now whether diarchy is good or bad 
— ^whether the Ministers, circiunstanced as they are— ( an do or cannot do 
any good to the country. The experience of the last decade, I believe, 
has set the matter at rest. The system is now at its fag-end. It is 
admitted by everybodj', official and non-official, and by all shades of 
opinion, moderates and non-moderates, that the reformed constitution 
has hopeletf^i^led. Sir, no amount of logic and sermon now can 
persuade us to Relieve that diarchy is workable. 


6 p.m. 

We have got the opinion of those gentlemen, Members of the Execu- 
tive Council, ex-Ministers and of the late Governor of Bengal that the 
system could not possibly work efficiently. Allow me. Sir, to quote the 
opinion of our late Ck)vemor His Excellency Lord Lytton. On the 26th 
of March, 192#*, His Excellency told in the Legislative Council ‘‘the 
existence of an executive which cannot be removed by the legislature, 
and of a legislature which cannot be removed by the executive, and with- 
out harmony between the legislature and the executive efficient govern- 
ment is impossible. To ensure harmony an elected legislature required 
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an ejtifutive responsible to it and an irremovable executive requires a 
nomipatod legislature. A system which secures the supremacy of the 
executive not by the support of the legislature, but by the exercise of an 
overriding authority, is not, I think, proving the best prepamtion for full 
respon^ble government.” Now, Sir, no body can, I believe, fail to see 
the political wisdom of these remarks. 


Now let me quote the Hon’ble Sir Provash Ch under Mitter, the ex- 
Minister, now one of the best intellects on the reserved side. In course 
of his evidence he gave before the Muddiman Committee, after running 
the diarchy for three years, he said; “Diarchy is unworkable and the 
difficulties will grow more and more.” 


I do not know whether I shall be held guilty of numerous quotations, 
if I quote ai;other hon’ble member’s opinion on diarchy. I refer to 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque. In his speech on the motion of 
Ministers’ salary in the year before last, he said: “Personally when I 
study the political situation and the main political facts of the last few 
years I am tempted to feel that though I shall not be a party to it, yet 
I shall welcome the day when diarchy will go.” 

I again quote, Sir, from the Governmental report on the working of 
the reformed constitution in Bengal, 1921-27, presented to the Indian 
Statutory Commission. I refer the House to page 207 of that document, 
where the report says : “There is also the fact that the Montagu-Chelms- 
ford constitution shortly known as diarchy is unpopular — the dislike is 
real and deep rooted.” 


Now, will not the Hon’ble Ministers bear with me if I charge the 
Government with deliberately flouting the public opinion by appointing 
Ministers again who have got no support from the peopled And as to the 
powers and responsibility of the Ministers, can our Ministers hold their 
own against the best intellects on the reserved side — what powers they 
have been given by the constitution to do so? You cannot have a Govern- 
ment half and half — half responsible to the Parliament and half respon- 
sible nominally to the legislature but really to the Governor and His 
Excellency’s Executive Councillors. Has he got any basis of strength 
upon which he can safely stand. ^ The talk of responsibility is sheer 
sham. The Minister has got no control over the purse of the people*— he 
has got to be content with the leavings of the reserved side. He has got 
no control pver the policy. Should we then, Sir, co-operate with the 
Ministers f We have not had up till now within these 10 years, of a 
single instance where our so-called popular Ministers have voted with 
Ae people. Only the other day the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self- 
Government has not been able to vote for the proposal of putting into 
effect the Bhairab excavation scheme of Mr. Majid Baksh, and A# 
Garden Reach separation Bill of Mr. Shamsuddin was opposed by hin| 
on the same very day, and Ae only consolation he gave us with angry 
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ldok« was that he would resign if we would not want him as a Minister. 
Why should we then support the motion of Ministers’ salary of such 
a huge sumF 

This is another side of the question, Sir. Each Minister consuming 
a fat sum of Rs. 64,000 per year in exchange of little or no good is simply 
revolting. 

I do not know, Sir, if there is any other countr 5 '' civilised world 
where such a heavy sum is expended on a Minister in comparison with 
the income of its people. The average income of our people is less than 
two annas per head per day and the average income of the people in 
England is nearly Rs. 2 per head per day. The Prime Minister of 
England gets a salary of Rs. 5,400 per month, i.e., to say almost equal 
to our each Minister’s salary which is less by a few coins. With any 
pretension to serve the motherland, I for one cannot support such an 
iniquitous sum and ruinous expenditure for nothing. 

Will the Hon’ble Ministers, as circumstanced they are, be able to 
serve Bengal as she is to-day, in the same manner as that famous labourite 
of Great Britain is serving England.^ Will they be able to drive away 
drink evil from the landF Will they be able to repeal salt tax? Will 
they be able to introduce compulsory primary education in the country in 
near future? I think, they cannot. You may think with whatever 
fruitless optimism you like, but I cannot be a party to the spinning of 
ropes out of ashes. It will therefore be a criminality on my part if I do 
not refuse to vote for such an extravagant expenditure for a department 
of Government which is called ‘‘people’s own” by sheer irony of fate, 
but which is maintained surely for keeping up the Governmental prestige 
only. 

Being a representative of a set of people who.se economic conditions 
are too pitiable to be told in words and whose miseries can only be told 
in tears, I think it my boundeii duty to refuse to vote for such a cruel 
onslaught p^iblic purse. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; I said that we would have one discussion on 
motions Nos, 163—145, 150 and 161. I think I have to modify my deci- 
sion to a certain extent. 1 find that motions Nos. 150 and 151 are for 
token cuts. We had bette*r take them separately. I might suggest to the 
Khan Sahib who has given notice of motion No. 151 that it is nol 
necessary for him to move that motion, but he can speak on motion 
No. 150. In the meantime we will have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 133 — 145,* and after disposal of these motions, I shall take tqi 
motion No. 150. I ^ink it will have the approval of the House. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAMIS On a point of order, Sir. Am I to 

understand that it will give the go by to motion No. 130? 

« 
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RESIDENT: No, you will be asked to move it at the right 

inomelil;^ 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Maiitvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: <That the demand of 
lls. 1.92,000 under the head ‘22E. — Ministers* be reduced by 
Rs. 1,20,000.** 

Babll dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: <‘That the demand of 

Rs. 1,92,000 under the head “22E — Ministers* be reduced by Rs. 96,000.** 

Babtt KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: '*That the demand of 
Rs. 1,92,000 under the head *22E. — Ministers — Pay of Ministers’ 
be reduced by Rs. (S4,000 by reducing the salary of each Minister from 
Rg. 64,000 to Rs. 86,000.** 


Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: <^That the demand of 

Rs, 1,92,000 under the head “22E, — Ministers* be reduced by Rs. 66,000 
/to discuss the question of reduction of the Ministers’ salaries on the 
ground of economy).’* 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. ^1,92,000 under the head ‘‘22E. — Ministers — Pay of 
Ministers” be reduced by Rs. 64,000. 

Sir, let me assure the House at the very outset that I am moving 
this as a purely economical measure. I am not moving this motion 
with the intention of passing any vote of censure ujxin the present 
Ministers or upon the constitution of the ministry. Mine is a purely 
economical motion, as I have said, and there is nothing communal or 
personal behind it. I need only remind the House that since the 
Montagu-Chelmsford reforms were given effect to, the cost of adminis- 
tration of this province has gone up by leaps and Imunds. From a 
statement submitted by the late Under-Secretary of State Earl Winter- 
ton in Parliament we find that in Bengal’s share a total of Rs. 6,84,460 
was the extra expenditure due to these reforms, lou have just heard 
from the Executive Councillors that having been appointed by the 
Crown they are irremovable and tbat their salaries are drawn by virtue 
of the Government of India Act. The Hon*ble Sir Provash Chunder 
l|^ter said that their combined salaries or rather the aggregate of their 
sdaries is about one-tenth of what I could not follow, but I find from 
the budget that the total expenditure on general administration is about 
one-tenth of the total expenditure of this province. Therefore, it is 
high time | say that this expenditure should be reduced, if we can 
reduce it. The salaries and the emoluments of the Executive Councillors 
eannot be reduced by this House, but those of the Ministers can V.e 
eedticedy and in the na m e of economy I say that the salaries of the 
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itiniiteiiB ou^t io be reduced. In asking you to reduce tbe expend!- 
lure of Rs. 1,92,()00 by Rs. 64,000 I do not want to ask you to reduce 
itbe number of Ministers from three to two or even to one. If you think 
that in the name of efficiency you ought to have three 3finisters, let 
there be three, but let their totid emolument be reduced by Rs* 64,000, 
If for the sake of safety and stability of the ministry, as we have 
been told, more than tuo Ministers are needed, why should you paj^ 
them Rs. 64,000 a year eachP Pay them each Rs. 21,000 and odd less 
a year, costing Rs. 1,28,000, but for heaven’s sake please do not pay 
the Ministers the same salary as you pay to the Executive Councillors 
in the name of efficiency. If you think ^Mwt the prestige of the 
Ministers would suffer if their salaries were reduced, I would ask the 
House to listen to a quotation from the speech delivered in this Council 
by the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray on the 23rd March, 
1926. 

6-15 p.m. 

Sir, at that time there were only two Ministers drawing Rs. 1,28,000 
— the sum I am now willing to concede to the present Ministers. In 
moving his motion to reduce that sum, the Ilon’ble Minister as he 
now is, the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray said : I need not 
add to his arguments by any words of mine — that “In moving my 
motion I have three distinct objects in view.” I will, however, read 
out the first issue leaving out the rest. He said “The first one is to 
put an effective check on the extravagant waste in our administration, 
for I think, Sir, that the maximum limit of a Minister’s salary' in 
Bengal can be fixed at Rs. 3,000 a month. I know, Sir, that many 
eminent men of our country at one time did press for a salary equal 
to that paid to an Executive Councillor. That was because they 
thought that if a lower salary was fixed by statute, it might also 
mean a lowering of status. But when that fixing of a Minister’s salary 
has been left to us, the popular representatives, and not imposed upon 
us by som^ Mgfaer authority, it is our duty so to fix it as to make 
it consistent with the conditions prevailing in the country as also 
with the dignity and respectability of an honest gentleman eager not 
to amass but to seiwe his country; and we think that foi^ a patriotic 
Indian, however efficient and respectable he might be, a sum of Rs. 3,000 
a month is quite sufficient for the purpose.” ^ 

1 will ask the House to remember these words when passing the 
salary of the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray and not make 
him an unpa^otic and dishonest Indian. 

As an additional argument I might mention that the prestige of an 
Indian, or for the matter of that of a European Member of the Exe- 
eutive Council or of a Minister does not depend on his salary.^ It 
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depfsdfi upon red-cbat©d chaprassis. If the Hon’ble Minister or Member 
has in go out as a private person, his red^mted chaprassi may call 
att^tion to the fact that he is a Minister or a Member and his prestige 
will not suffer. If the Minister or the Member has his red-coated chap- 
rassi with a dagger round his girdle the people would know that there 
is a Minister or a Member going. It is not really the pay that matters. 
What happens in England? The principal Secretaries of State draw 
a salary of £5,000 a year. The pay is not higher than what His- 
Majesty’s Judges draw. Here the Judges draw Ua. 4.000 a month and 
the popular Ministers draw Rs. 5,i3dtho-4 a month. Is it because that 
they are Ministers and are on the same level with the Executive* 
Council Members of the heaven born service for whom this country 
is governed as otherwise it might be said that their prestige would 
suffer? The salaries of two Ministers may be distributed among more 
Ministers if the House so desires and His Excellency might so appoint. 
If for the sake of stability it is so needed, I would not object to the 
appointment of t>4 Ministers at Rs. 2,000 a year each with his desk 
and stool on the verandah of the Writers’ Buildings. In that case 
I am quite sure that the fact that they are popular Ministei^s would be 
ample guarantee for the prestige and their salaiy will in no way 
affect their credit or their prestige. In other provinces also I under* 
stand that the salaries of the Ministers is much less than the salaries 
enjoyed by the Ministers of Bengal and at least in one Province — I 
mean Bihar — one popular Minister is content with drawing Rs. 1,000* 
a month devoting the rest to charity. He has created a trust fund to 
which the balance of his salary goes. I am sure that if any of our 
present Ministers were to do something like that— the same thing 
that was promised by the first batch of Ministers yearn ago but never- 
fulfilled so far as the public are aware — then their prestige will not 
only not suffer but will be very much enhanced. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Basu, will you be very long. I will have tn 
adjourn the House for prayer? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: In another 5 minutes, Sir, Lastly 
I beg to appeal to the Hon’ble Ministers that they should voluntarily 
agree to reduce their salary and that would very much enhance their repu- 
,ii|ion and prestige in the eyes of the public of Bengal. One is some* 
^mes reminded of the fact in this connection which has transpired 
silioe the Montagu-Chelnisford reforms that though the reforms were 
not devised for the purpose, they have resulted in the increase of posts* 
and emoluments of the I. C. S. I will not use the language of the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika which said that it was “Lee-IiOOt” which finished 
the work which the Montapi-Chelmsford reforms began, but I do say 
that if the Ministers were pleased to accept a lower salary, it might 



m DEMANDS FOR OBANTS. [ZOra Mabi?^ 

go a long way to controvert this attitude of those memhers of the 
Tuling race who were responsible for these reforms and might make 
them say in parody of the words of Budyard Kipling : 

These lesser breeds without the might 
** Who put their trust in law and right 
** Uh, bring them, Lord, to see our light 
** And see they run not at the sight.” 

[At 6-20 p.m. the C(*imcil was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 6-10 p.m.] 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHUR Y S That the demand 
of Rs. 1,92,000 under the head ‘22E. — Ministers (Transferred)' be reduced 
by Rs. 50,000." 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: ^^That the demand for Rs. 1,92,000 under 
the head '‘22K. — Ministers — Pay of Ministers' be reduced by Rs. 24,000." 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will now go over to motion No. 150. 

(Maulvi Abdul Karim having risen to move No. 150). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I had better put these motions first. 

The motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then put and a 
division called for. 

(After the Lobby was cleared and the members assembled in the 
Council Chamber). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: For the third time in the course of the day my 
opinion about the fate of a motion, as indicated by voices, has been 
unnecessarily challenged. Those who are in favour of this motion will 
please rise ill ^^r places. 

(Only a very' few members having risen in their places). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope the division will now be called off. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I insist on a division, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under the rules I am of course bound to allow you 
A division. I will make another appeal to you to call it off. 

Mr. NARSNDRA'^UMAR BASU: 1 want to have the names of my 
supporters and the names of the opposers to this motion recorded in 
the official proceedings. That is why I insist on a division. 



JmtAlsm FOB GBANm 


m 



PREilDENTs Tiiat should never be the object for calling a 
divi^n. A division should be called only when one is really convinced 
that ho should challenge the opinion of the President about the fate of a 
motion^ I sorry that your request for a division did not emanate 
fiom a worthier motive. 


Dr. NARE$H CHANDRA SEN 

member who calls for a division at 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 
A VOICE : He is a new member. 


GUPTA: Sir, is the motive of the 
all relevant? 


Please forgive him. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Now we must lose some precious minutes over 
an useless division, as I have to allow it under the rules. 

A division was then taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AhmMl, Maulvf thamtuMlii. 

All, Maulvi Hatuin. 

All, MAVIvi Nauthtr. 

Banarji, Mr. r. 

Batu Mr. Nar«fidra Kumar. 
ChaufilHiri, Maulvl Athra.fudilin. 
Shost, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 


Hathamy, Maulvl tyMt JalaHiddln. 
MooktrjM, Mr. lyamapratad. 

Rdut, Mabu Hataiil. 

Ray Clioudiiurl, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Saraar, Dr. tir Nilratan. 

San Gupta, Dr. Narath Chandra. 


NOES. 


Ali, Mr. Altai. 

Bat, Mr. Carat Chandra. 

Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Dabandra Nath. 
Banarji, Rai Bahadur Kathab Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Ranahanan. 

Batiruddin, Maulvl Mahammad. 

Cattillt, Mr. A. 

ChaudhuH, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Atlmui' 
laman. 

ChaudhuH, Khan Bahadur Maulvl NaBiur 
Rahman. 

Clarh, Mr..!. A. 

Cohan, Mr. 0^ d. 

C a ap t r, Mr. C. 8. 

Oain, Mr. a R. 

Oaa, Babu Batyandra Kumar, 
oat. f|ai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. 

Bata a n , Mr. 8. A. 

Sutufji, Mauivi Mur Rahman Khan. 
raroBul, lha Nan*bla Khan Bahadur 
K. a M. 

FashdMb, Maulvl MuMMumad. 

OaneuBi Rai iaMb ButH Kumar. 

SbaMi, Mr. M. C. 

liiail^ Rai Mhbadur Sbathanha Kumar. 
Sbupna v l, tha Han’Ma Alhadi Sir 

AlMMMNlRrtllla 

Saanha, Rai" B^MUiur Sadridaiu 
S b ri ab i Mr. A. O. 

SiMa, Mr. R. N. 


Gurntr, Mr. C. W. 

Habibullah, Navrab Khwafa. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Aiiiul. 
HasB, Mr. 8. R. 

Haaain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur 
Hamain, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Huq, Khan Sahib Mauivi Bailul. 

Him, Mr. A. K. FaiMH. 

Hiisaain, Mauivi UUfaL 
intah, Mr. <1. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Katam, Maulvl Abul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muaiaam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamituddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lai Muhammad, Maji. 

Uai, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Loalia, Mr. M. 

Maiprira, Mr. L. T. 

Murr, lha Hanlrta Mr. A. 

MaCtuahia, Mr. B. T. 

Mitra, Babu Carat Ohandm. 

Millar, lha Nan’Ma Sir Rravath Ch u n d ar . 
Mabarty, the Hairtla Mr. A. N. 

Muhharji, Rai Bah a dur Saitoh Ghaadra. 
M^mapadhaya, Rai Babib Saral C h a n dr a. 
Muniah, Mr. Muhunda Bahary. 

Has, Rtv t rand B. A. 

Marimudila, lha NaalNa Mr. Khtoala. 
B n aand , Mr. B. 8. 
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rimiflt, Mr. L. a. 

PPNitiM, Mr. W. D. R. 

RRlMtlii, Mr. A. 

Rtl^nf Mr. A. F. 

RamiWfl, Mr. A. F. M. AMiir- 
Ray, Rabu Nf«MUlra NAraytn. 

Rty, til* Mon*bl« Kumar tMb Mitfcbar- 
Murar. 

Ray GbaiMHiuri, Mr. K. C. 

R0M, Mr. Q. F. 

Ray^ labu Narfbansa. 

Roy, Mr. lijoy Fratad Anifb. 

Roy, Mr. tallotwar bbiili. 

Roy, Mr. tbafitl bboMiarotwar. 

Rutbfortb, Mr. F. V. 

•aartatullab, Mauivi Mutiitnimad. 


[20ra 

taiMMM, Rabu tatya MlRbar 

•arliar, Sir Munatli. 

iarfcor, Rbl tabfb Robatl Mobaii. 

Sou, Rai Sabib Abolioy Kumar. 

•bab, Manivi Abdul Hamid. 

Sibba, Raja Rabadur RbwiiOiidra Naraya% 
of Naabipur. 

StaplotoA, Mr. H. E. 

•ubrawardy, Mr. M. f. 

•tOM, Lt^ N. R. 
ttovom, Mr. H. S. E. 

Tbompoon, Mr. W. H. 

Travoro, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 

Wordowortb, Mr. W. C. 


Tke.Ayes being 13 and the Noes 87 the motion was lost. 


C-46 p.m. 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,16,000 under the head “22E. — Ministers’* be reduced by Rs. 5 
(to raise a discussion on the Ministry). 

The object of the motion, as already indicated, is to raise a dis- 
cussion regarding the Ministiy, not to criticise it« pemnnel. It is 
to be regretted that owing to certain untoward circumstances which 
are too well-known to need detailed mention, the principle usually 
followed in the selection of Ministers could not be always acted upon 
in this province. I believe it has been laid down in the Report of 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee that Ministers should be chosen 
from among persons who hold a prominent position in the political 
sphere in a province, are in touch with all-India polities and have an 
adequate following in the Council, This, I need hardly say, is the 
principle that is followed in the selection of Cabinet Ministers in 
all countries where similar constitutions are in operation. The hon’ble 
members, I think are well aware that the selection of Ministers in 
Bengal was guided by the same principle in the early stage of working 
of the Ref orm iKi^me of administration. Persons who had made their 
mark in politics and had proved their worth in the Tjegislature, were 
appointed Ministers. If this principle could be adhered to, the stability 
of Ministries in this province might have been ensured and diarchy 
might have worked as smoothly in Bengal as it has worked in Madr^ 
and some of the other provinces. It would he perhaps superfluous to 
say that on account of the persistent opposition of a large group of 
members, who^ne one object was to wreck the constitution, the principle 
referred to, couH not be always followed, and sometimes persons with- 
out any political stR^s and without any following had to be appointed 
as Ministers. It is no wonder that they could not withstand long the 
onslaught of the wreckers. Fortunately the circumstanOes have entirely 
changed of late; the Sw^jista are gone and I take it that all the 
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Hpi^^ Members of this House are oo^peraiors. I have reason to 
thint that it is their desire to work the constitution for what it is 
worth. I hope and trust His Excellency the Governor will be pleased 
to takp note of the changed circumstances and will take such action 
for the reconstitution of the Ministry as His Excellency may deem 
necessary in order to meet the wishes of the different groups of members 
in the Council. 

Ml** £• Ca ORMOND: On a point of order, Sir. There is a rule of this 
House by which votes of no-confidence in Ministers are governed. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: What rule is that, please? 

Mr. Ea Ca ORMOND: Sections 84A and 84B. I would ask the hon'ble 
mover to say if this motion is to be taken as a motion of no-confidence. 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: No, no. 

Mra PREitfbENT: The mover says that the motion is not to be taken 
as a censure motion, but I think it depends very much on the thickness 
of the skin of the Ministers. (Laughter). 

Mfa Ea Ca ORMOND: I apologise to you, Sir, and to the House for 
having wasted the time of the House as I could not hear the beginning 
of the remarks of the mover, and I understood him as suggesting no 
confidence in the Ministers. 

Mfa ABDUR RAHEEM: Mr. President, Sir, I bog to associate myself 
with what has been said by my friend Mauivi Abdul Karim, and I 
fully agree with the object with which he has moved the resolution. 

Sir, it is a great ifity that this matter has come up again for 
discussion. During the past seven years the question of disturbing the 
ministries had come before the Bengal Legislative Council on several 
occasions. But what is the cause of it? The only reason that could 
be attributed for this most undesirable movement is that the selection 
of Ministers ai'e not made according to the satisfaction and desire of 
the members of the Council, and as a result thereof the ministries were 
so often broken. The only point which requires serious consideration of 
His Excellency the Goyemor, in selecting the Ministers, is whether 
those who are going to be appointed, are generally acceptable to the 
members of the Council and whether they hfve got sufficient number 
of followed behind them. 

After my election to this Council, the first duty which I took upon 
myself was to tiy and bring about a unity among the Muhammadan 
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members of this Council. I am proud to say that I succeeded in ,my 
efforts in uniting a large number of Muslim M. L. Cs. who whole- 
heartedly formed this Bmigal Praja Party. The day when this party 
was formed, 22 members joined and in one of the early meetings they 
fixed up their policy that this party would support the constitution 
and will maintain the ministry if proper selection of Ministers is made. 
We sent a copy of our resolution to His Excellency. If the existence 
of our party was recognised and our request, which we made in the 
covering letter with which we sent the resol uiidn, was granted, our 
idea was to hold a sort of bye-electidn amongst oui*selves with a view to 
satisfy ourselves about the popularity and strength of each candidate 
by knowing the actual number of followers who vote for them, and 
then send a panel of names of four or five persons who secure the largest 
number of votes to His Excellency for making his selection. Any two 
who have been so apiK)inted would have received the united support of 
the Praja Party. This would have been the safest course to form a 
stable ministry. 

It is matter of great legret that the Praja Party, which was then 
the second largest party in the Council, was totally ignored and the 
present situation is the result of that. 

Sir, I have sufficient reason to believe tliat it has been suggested 
to His Excellency the Governor, by some of us present here, that Praj,i 
Party is broken and there is no unity among the members. I can 
emphatically deny this statement and say that it is nothing but a selfish 
and misleading exaggeration. Sir, as Deputy Leader of the Praja 
Party I am in a position to say that the party is as solid and strong 
as it was on the day it was formed. It is possible that either the whole 
situation may have been so coloured as to suit particular conveniences 
or that there may be some who may be soft enough to be played as 
pawns in the chess-board of interested persons, but that has nothing 
to do With th«* party and the party, so long it stands cannot be false 
to itself evert If any individual proves himself to be. 

So far as the present Ministers are concerned, I may say that my 
party has no grudge against them, and the motion which has been 
just moved by Maulvi Abdul Karim is in no way against the personality 
of any of the present Ministers. All the Ministers are my friends 
and I have personal regards for every one of them. If for any reason 
my party br^ks, I will be the first man to vote in favour of the 
present miniifltry, especially for the reason that whatever grievance we 
have it is againwtf the decision of the Government for ignoring the 
Praja Party which was, still is and in future, I ho|)e, will remain, a 
solid, strong and united party of the Muhammadan members of the 
Oouncil. 
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:RrtNI 4 ATI NORA NATH BASU: Mr. President, Sir, this motion 
inTolves a most important constitutional principle. The present 
ministry was appointed at a time when a great part of the elei^ted 
members of this Council who came through the general constituencies 
belonged to a party whose object was not to work the constitution and 
not to try to work the administration through the legislature. Therefore, 
the administration through this legislatui-e had to be carried on with 
the help of official members, nominated members, and members that 
had come into this Coumdl through special constituencies. The Minis- 
ters were appointed under those circumstances. But now the state of 
things has changed. The Council has now assumed a new rble, and 
the ministry should be constituted according to the changed circum- 
stances. Ordinarily, the principle is, as I understand the Government 
of India Act, that the ministry should be representative of the majority 
of elected members that come thmugh the general constituem'ies. In 
the present case, as I have already stated, the cirtmihstances were such 
that the Ministers were not men who came from those groups, because 
at the time of their appointment, the majority giuup was a group that 
came in for obstruction. Now that there is a change in the cir(‘um- 
stances hitherto prevailing, it is time that the constitution of the 
ministry should he examined, so that the Ministeis may he men who 
can he said to be representative of the majority of the elected members 
coming through the general constituencies. It is on that ground, and 
not on the ground of personality of the present Ministers, that I support 
this motion. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, I associate myself 
with the observations which have just fallen from Mr. Basu. I agree 
with him- that the constitutional principle under which Ministers have 
their tenure of office in this House is that they represent the views 
of the majority of the elected members. Of course, Sir, we know that 
in abnormal times abnormal measures had had to he resorted to and 
Ministers had to be appointed on the strength of the votes of what 
we call the official “hloc’^ and the votes of certain other gentlemen. 
But those times have passed. We have all come here with a good 
will, with the will to work the Reforms, and, therefore, our self-resf>ect 
requires that those who are to he our representatives as Ministers should 
be able to command the majority of our votes. I want to make it 
perfectly clear that this question d^s not involve any personal issue. 
Two of the gentlemen who are Ministers at the present moment, via., 
Messrs. Narimuddin and Faroqui are my personal friends and I am 
proud of their friendship. But, Sir, though they are my inendfi^ 
WBL a they were my brothers-the question of principle would still 
xemain, transcending all personal considerations, and the one principle 
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m wkich we the elected members of this House can tolerate a ministry 
is that the Ministers do command our confidence. I do not know, 
Sir, whether the three gentlemen, who are at present Ministers, do 
or do not command the confidence of the majority of the elected 
members. It is our misfortune that we have not been able to get any 
intimation of an intention on the part of the trinity—I mean the 
Ministry— to submit themselves to the operation of the principle 
referred to. If the Ministers were agreeable to submit themselves 
to any such test, it would of course decide once for all whether they 
do or do not command the confidence of the majority of us, elected 
members. But, Sir, as far as I have been able to gauge the feeling of 
this House, I can say without hesitation that we will not tolerate 
any ministry which is in the uncertain position of the present one. 

Incidentally, two matters have also developed in the course of the 
discussions that we have had during these days. One is that it would 
be satisfactory to the majority of us here if the number of Hindu 
and Muhammadan Ministers were equal. The other is that we think 
that men who accept ministry should consider themselves* the recipients 
of a high privilege and consider it a great honour, inasmuch as it 
entitles them to call themselves the highest servants of the country. 
They should look upon their office as giving them the greatest of all 
opportunities that a man can have, viz., the opportunity of serving 
one's own country, and they should not look upon it as a source of 
profit. Therefore, Sir, in order to induce men to accept this high 
office for the sake of the honour and the privilege it confers and 
the opportunity it brings to render service to their motherland, and 
not for the money that it dangles before them, we want our Ministers 
to set an example by accepting a much lower salary than the salary 
which is at present enjoyed by these gentlemen. These are the two 
things, these are the two incidental features, which have developed in 
course of the discussion during these few days. I may remind the 
House of thing. Members will find in the Report of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee the expression of this very hope, that in 
normal times when the legislatures were filled with men who were going 
to work the Reforms, the Ministers themselves would accept a lesser 
amount of salary than Members of the Executive Council. It Was also 
suggested in this Report that Indian mwnbers of the Council of the 
Secretary of State for India should be paid a higher scale of remunera- 
tion than those Who are domiciled in the United Kingdom. The same 
principle, they ^Aought, might be followed in this case also, viz., that 
it was reasonable for Ministers domiciled in India to be paid on a 
lower scale of reniugieration than the European Members of the Exe- 
cutive Council. I would appeal, Sir, to the patriotism of whoever 
becomes the Minister of Bengal to say to himself — to realise for himself 
that really he does not require the same high salary as a Britisli 
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country, because he is free from the necessity of keeping 
homes, which the Britisher in the peculiar circumstances of 
his filke, has to maintain^ — one here and one in Great Britain. But, 
apart from that consideraton, I say that the man who aspires to be 
a Minister of Bengal should realise that his sole object was to serve 
Bengd and not money-making. If he wanted to make money, he 
should go to Clive Street, Burrabasar, or Hatkhola. (The Hon'ble 
Kumar Shiu Shekhaheswar Ray: Or the High Court.) But when 
he comes here, he should be in readiness to serve hi.s motherland and 
not clamour for a salary of Rs. 5,000 and odd a month. As a fact, 
Sir, one feels one has seen things in this House recently which are a 
little disappointing. For example, we have seen a Minister sitting 
close to many members on the other side of the House and having 
tete-a-tetes with them. I do not know whether he was talking politics 
to them or something else. It was not a pietty sight. But my point 
is that we would be able to make the Ministiy more stable and more 
honourable if we could make it leSvS expensive. Therefore, Sir, I say 
that this House should have for its Ministers only such men as will 
say: “I shall serve Bengal; and I shall do so for much less than 
the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly or Sir Abdelkerim gets.'' 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ. Sir, I deem it my duty, after listening 
to the speeches, to say a few words, as the leader of a party in order 
to make our position perfectly clear. In the first place T have got 
the authority of my party to declare that this motion is not intended 
to cast any reflection on the gentlemen who now hold office as Ministers. 
The point was raised by one of the members opposite as to whether 
this is to be taken as a motion of no-confidence or not. I wish to 
point out to the member that under the rules a token cut fiom salary 
or from a demand by one of the Ministers may rujse false issues. In 
this particular case, the mover of the motion has indicated that the 
only issue that he wishes to raise is on^of discussion on the constitution 
of the ministry. That makes it perfectly plain that the discmssion has 
been kept clear of the issue whether this House has any confidence 
in the Ministers or not. If and when the occasion arises, and we 
deem it our duty to show our want of confidence in the Ministers, 
we shall do so by a direct motion to that effect or by a token cut. 
But that is not our object at the present moment. The present 
ministry, as has been pointed out, was constituted at a time wben 
the various groups now existing in this House did not exist, and only 
our party and one other party existed at the time when the ministry 
was formed. Unfortunately, Sir, in the formation of the ministry, the 
Praia Pa&y was entirely ignored. I may say, Sir, that had that not 
been the csase, most probably the Praja Party would not have taken pai*t 
im exptesiiiig any opinion that there is a desire on the part of some 
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* H^$mheT9 to hare a reconstitution of Hie miniatiy. Sitnfted^^lMi % 
ar^-— the fact that our party has been deliberate'ly floute4-^^e take 
advantage of the feeling now obtaining in the House to bring 'ti^^tj|e 
notice of His Excellency that the Praja Party join with the various 
groups in this House in their desire that the question of the recon- 
stitution of the ministry be seriously considered. 

Then, Sir, I would also point out in this connection that our par^ 
is generally of opinion that the number of Ministers may be increased, 
with slightly lower rate of pay to the Ministers, so as to keep the 
total salary within the budget estimate. If Ministers are found to 
come forward to serve the country on a lower rate of salary, they will 
not only not lose in dignity, but will be setting an example to their 
successors, doing honour to themselves and rendering service to tl^ir 
motherland, which will be beneficial to the administration and bene-^ ; " 
ficial to the country. 

There is just another point. I will not say anything as to what^, 
proportion of the Ministers should be Hindus tind what proportion ^ 
Muhammadans. That we leave to the consideration of His Excellency, 
but the feeling is that if there are two Ministers or four ministers, there 
might be an equal representation of the two communities. That point 
has been touched by Mr. Chatterjee and I do not wish to touch it 
again. I do not want to detain the Council any longer. I would only 
associate mysellf Avith the desire expressed by the previous speakers that 
the question of reconstitution of the ministry should be considered by 
His Excellency, and I hope the remarks made by the various speakers 
in this Council to-day would be duly communicated to His Excellency, 

, h ■* ■* 

Babu lilTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, during the last four 
years I have often moved, and always taken part in, motions for the 
total refusal of Ministers' salaries with the object of making a ministry 
an impossibility. Therefore, Sir, I feel it my duty to make it perfectly 
clear, even at the risk of being misunderstood by large sections of 
people whose^^c^nion I greatly value, that that is not my intention 
to-day. I do not wish that ministry as such should be wrecked or 
should disappear. I only want that ministry should be reconstituted 
with reference to the accepted constitutional principle that Ministers 
should represent the majority group’s of the House. This might be 
expressed in another way by saying that Ministers should be assured 
of an adequate and independent following of their own in the Houae^ 
so that they might not have to rely upon the support of ofBcials and 
the European l^ck merely. That is the sound constitutional prin- 
ciple, which I hope ^11 be duly taken cognisance of in any future 
attempt at reconstruCTing ministry. Tip till now, we have had no 
expression of opinion from the Government side: but if any member 
of the Government, having authority to do so, can assure us that ikit 
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•tKe House in this respect will be ix)itimuiiicuted to His 
Excipency for such action as he nmy deem fit to take, then I should 
asx my honourable friend Maulvi Abdul Karim to wi^draw his motion 
an<j hoi press it to a vote. 


CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. W. 0. R. Prontioo)! 

Sir, I understand that the main desire of the gentlemen who have 
spoken on this motion is that the various points that they have raised 
should be communicated to the proper authority. On behalf of Gov- 
ernment, I am authorised to give them the assurance that a copy 
of the speeches made during this debate will be conveyed to His 
Excellency the Governor (Cheers) so that His Excellency can take 
such action as he may consider necessary in the circumstances. Tn 
yiew of this undertaking, I would ask the mover of the motion whether 
he would not accept the suggestion of Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee and 
Srithdraw his motion. 

Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: Sir, as I stated in my speech, my object 
was to raise 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you withdrawing the motion? In that case 
you cannot make a speech. 

Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: Yes, Sir, but I want to make a short 
statement. 

As I was saying, my object was to raise a discussion in order to 
have a clear indication of the views of the different groups of members 
in the Council. I think we have got that indication. I am exceed- 
ingly glad that the Chief Secretaiy to the Govern ment has kindly 
undertaken to communicate to His Excellency the views expressed in 
this House regarding the reconstitution of the ministry. It is indeed 
a happy sign of the times that the leaders of different groups of 
members have acquiesced in an arrangement by which there will be 
no communal preponderance in the ministry. I need hardly say that 
this augurs well for peaceful transaction of business in the Council 
in future. I, therefore, beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

As the question was put whether leave should be granted to the 
member to withdraw his motion, there were cries of “Yes’* and *No. 

Mr. presidents As there have been some dissentient voicot, X 
have no other alternative than to put the question to vote. 

Ml. W. L. ySAVERt: On a point of order, Sir. Xs not the 
question before the House now whether pennhwion should be gran^d 
to the mover to withdraw the motionf 
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Mr* PRESIDENTS Yes. If the House had giyen its decision 
without a dissentient voice, I would have allowed Maulvi Abdul Karim 
to withdraw his motion straightaway. That being not the case, the 
only alternative left for me is to put the question whether leave should 
be granted to the mover to withdraw his motion. 

The motiori that leave be given to Maulvi Abdul Karim to withdraw 
his motion was then put and agreed to. 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MUAZZAM ALI KHANs '^That the demand 

of Rfl. 2,16,000 under the head ‘22E. — Ministers’ be reduced by Be. 1 
(to raise a discussion about the stability of Ministers).” 


Adioumment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 21st 
March, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



PinoiMiiigs of the Bongal Logiolativo Comioil A itt tnb lod umlir tho 
proYisiofis of tho Covonmioiit of Imlio Aot 


The Councii. met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Cricutta, on Friday, the 2l3t March, 1930, at 3 p.rau 


Present: 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 
CHAUDHUR f, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon'ble Ministers and 118 nominated 
and elected members. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am commanded by His J'^xcellency the 
Governor to read out to you a letter which I have received from him : — 


“Government House, 
Calcutta : 


2ht March, 1930. 

Dear Mr. President, 

I much regret to have to inform you, that owing to having 
just received a communication from the Government of India directly 
bearing upon the statement which I have to make to the Council, and 
which involves my waiting for a further communication from the 
QnVernment of India, it will not be possible for me to keep my 
engagemeiit to address the Council at 3 p.m. to-day. If, as I hope, 
the communication referred to arrives during the afternoon, I should 
be grateful if you could arrange for me to address the Council to- 
morrow at 10-30 a.m. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) F. STANLEY JACKSON. 
The Hon’ble Raja M. N. Ray Chaudhuri of Santosh.” 


Mr. MlEtlOf NT: I hope, gentlemen, that you Will takd your seati 
6 miiiutes before the appointed time. 
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(to whioh oral murntn were givon). 


UlliOM of the littpoetor>Conaral anii Deputy lmpectors4:eiioral, 

PotiQO. 

*86. Bi8mi H08ENI ROUT: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in chf 
of the Police Department aware — 




(i) that there is a feeling* of discontent due to the separatioapi oif. 
the Inspector-(leneral and Deputy Inspectors-GeneraPs 
office cadres; and 


(n) that most of the clerks have preferred to remain in the office 
of the Deputy Inspector-General to that of the Inspector- 
General P 


(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware— 

(i) that the office of the Inspector-General of Police at the time 
of the separation got nearly all the higher grade appoint- 
ments, except the post of the head assistant; 

{it) that important duties such as promotion, transfer, proceed- 
ings and the like are being dealt with in the offices of the 
Deputy Inapectors-General by a lower grade clerk; and 
{Hi) that the Inspector-General of Police’s office subsequently had 
to surrender or absorb about eight appointments? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the contemplated, 
arrangement for leave and permanent vacancy in the post of the head 
assistant in the office of the Deputy Inspector-General of Police? 

(<f) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting 
one higher grade assistant to each Deputy Inspector-General’s office? 

(«) Are ti^<? Government considering the desirability of entering 
minutely into thi^lftetter and inquiring into the reason for the refusal 
to Deputy Inspectors-General’s office clerks to get a transfer to the 
Inspector-General of Police’s office and affording them an opportunity 
of giving vent to their feelings in the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the HoRniie 
Mr. A« M, Molierly)S (a) (t) Government in 1927, received a representa- 
tion legarding the pay and prospects of clerks in the Range Deputy 
InsiKKjtor-General’Ir offices. The combined cadre for the offices of the 
Inspector-General and P*ange Deputy Inspectors-General was separate 
in 1922, for i-eawms "of administrative convenience. In 1921, the 
<dorke of the offices of Deputy Inspectors-General submitted memoriab 
protesting against the proposals of the Ministerial Officers Salaries 



Oomislittee splitting the combined cadre, and these win duly idonaideiv 
ed by Ooverument before passing orders. With the separation of the 
cadre, time-scale of pay was introduced in several offices on the recoin- 
niindation of the Salaries Committee and the initial pay of clerks iir 
eJ^ of the offices was fixed on certain general principles laid down by 
|0#ernmeiit. Some of the clerks whose initial pay in the time-scale 
fw^ affected on this account submitted representations and each case 
dealt with on its merits. 


(u) Before the separation of the cadre the wishes of each of the 
"clerks concerned as to the i>artioular office in which he elected to serve 
were ascertained and every attempt was made to meet them. As a 
result, no fewer than 22 clerks expre.ssed a preference for the Inspector- 
GeneraPs office and were transferred from the offices of Deputy 
Inspectors-GeneraJ to the Inspectcr-Generars office. 

(b) (t) Yea. In revising the pay of the clerks the Ministerial 
Officers Salaries Committee made the following remarks: — 

‘‘The establishments of these offices are at present home on joint 
cadres which, in view of the administrative inconvenience caused by 
such an arrangement, we have been asked to make separate. This we 
have attempted to do bearing in mind the justifiable contention that 
the office of the Inspector-General is entitled to the best clerks and 
therefore should be better paid.'* 


(ii) Yes, under the direct control of the head assistant. 

(in) In consequence of the separation of the cadre, it was neces- 
sary to readjust the numl)er of appointments between the upper and 
lower divisions in the Insijector-Generars office with the result that 
five upper division appointments had to be transferred to the lower 
division. 

(c) When a head assistant goes on leave the second assistant usually 
acts for him. Permanent vacancies are filled by the best clerks in 
the Kange offices. 

(d) No. The Inspector-General submitted a proposal for a second 
upper division appointment for each Range office, but Government did 
not accept it. 

(e) No. With the separation of the cadre, the clerks of the 
Deputy Inspectors-General’s offices have no longer any claim for trans- 
fer to the Inspector-General's office. The rules for the recruitment 
of clerks in the upper division of the Inspector-General's office sanc- 
tioned by Government, however, provide inter alia for the appointment 
cl clerks of proved merit (graduate, if possilde) from subordinate 
offices, which include Deputy Inspectors-General's offices. As stated 
in rejdy to^ question (a) (u), a considerable nnmb^ of clerks elected 
to be transferred to. the Inspector-General's office from the Deputy 
liMpmtors^GeiimPs offices. 
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Rivtr Jamuna. 

•87. Babtl PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA; (a) Is the Hon’l^e 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that the nver 
Jamuna in the district of the 24-Pargana8 is about to be silted upf 

(b) Was any scheme prepared for excavating the said river some 
years back? 

(c) Are the Goveniment considering the desirability of excavating 
the said river for the betteiment of the sanitary condition of the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages? 

MEMBER in charge of IRRICATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*ble AlhadJ Sir Abdelkerim Chuznavi): (a) Tes. 

(h) Yes; the scheme known as the Bagerkhal scheme was pre- 
pared. 

(c) The scheme was dropped in 1925 because after investigation, 
both by the Irrigation Department and the Public Health Department, 
it was found that it would confer little benefit, if any, on the basin 
concerned. 


Want of a bund in the Seramporc khal and a look»gato in tho 
Ghojadangn khal. 

•88. Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware — 

(i) that crop fails every year for the last twenty years in the 
Datbhanga bil in the Satkhira police-station in the district 
of Khulna; and 

{ii) that the failure is due to the want of a bund in the Serampore 
khnt a lock-gate in the Ghojadanga khal? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of erecting 
a bund on the Serampore khal and a lock-gate in the Ghojadanga khal ? 

(c) If not, what other steps, if any, are the Government otnDr 
templating taking in the matter? 

TN Hon’blo ABim^ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) (t) In 

years of heavy raihfall it is understood that the crops in the DatbhangO 

Ul faa. 

($i) The future is not necessarily due to th^ want ol n hnnd cm 
ike Serampene khal, or a lock-gate in the Ghoja^ga khad, but 
be dno to overflow from other directions. 
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(^'The whole question of dealing with this basin is under con-^ 
sideral^. 


(c) It is proposed to introduce silt-laden water from the north to 
flush the whole basin and in addition to construct works for draining 
when there is a surplus; it is possible that a sluice gate on Ithe 
Ghojadanga khal and a bttnd on the Serampore khal will form part 
and parcel of these works. 


Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hou’ble Member be 
pleased to let us know whether he will consider the desirability of 
finishing ^he scheme one by one as soon as possible. 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: The scheme 
is under consideration and I have nothing more to add to my answer. 


Introduction of a Bill to amend the Bengal liunioipal Act. 

*89. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHAs (a) Will the Hon’blo 
Minister in charge of the Locnl Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether it is in the contemplation, of the Government to 
amend the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884 (Bengal Act III of 1884) » 
by introducing the Bill pi’epered by the late Sir Surendra Natb 
BanerjeaP 

(ft) If so, when? 

(c) If the answer to (fl|) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the 
Government to introduce any other Bill for the purpose? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray): (a), (b) and (c> 

This Bill was rejected at the first reading on the 4th December, 1925, 
and Government accepted the decision of the I-iegislature. I am not 
at present in a position to say when, or in what form, the Bill is likely 
to 4>e introduced again. 


RomI BeanL 

; mj Mr. W. H. THOMPMNl (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
of the tiocal Self-Government D^iartment be pieased to state 
; Aether a Provincial Road Board has been formed for Bengal f 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’Ue 
Hinister be pleased to state what are its constitution and funotionaf 

(c) What recommendations, if any, have been made by the said^ 
Boed Board? 

(d) What action, if any, has the Government taken on the said 
recommendations? 

The Hon’blo Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) and (b) 

A copy of an order dated the 15th January, 1929, constituting- a Road’ 
Board to advise Government on the programme for expenditure from a 
grant from the Central Road Fund to be submitted to the Government 
of India is placed on the table. (Statement A.) 

(c) A copy of the programme recommended by the Road Board is 
laid on the table. (Statement B.) 

(d) A communication has been made to the Goveniment of India 
after consideration of the views of the Road Board. 


Statevient A referred to in the reply to clauses (a) and (h) of starred 
question No, 90. 

No. 168 L.S.-G., dated Calcutta, the 15th January, 1929. 

The Government of Bengal (Ministry of Local Self-Government) are 
pleased to constitute a Road Board consisting of the following members 
to advise Government on the programme for expenditure from a grant 
from the Central Road Fund to be submitted to the Government of 
India:— 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Governmeil# 

DejKartjpfnt, President. y 

(2) Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Finance Department. 

(3) Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Public Works^ 

Department. 

(4) Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Local Self-Govern- 

ment Department. 

<6) Chief Engineer, Public Works Department. 

(6) Rai Eeshib Chandra Baneijee Bahadur, Chairman, Dacca Dis- 
trict BoanL « 

<7) Raja Moni Lai Singha Roy, c.i.e., Chairman, Burdifaii 
trict Board. ' 
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(|| Haulvi Jalaluddin Ahmed, Chairman, diittagoDg District 
Board. 

(9) Maulvi Syed Nauaher Ali, m.l.c., Chairman, Jesaore District 
Board. 


(10) Mr. W. L. Travers, c.i.e., o.b.b., m.l.c. 

(11) Mr. San tosh Kumar Basu. 


2. The Board as constituted will hold office for one year.* 


Statement B referred to in the reply to clause (c) of starred question 

No. 90. 


Programme ol Road Work for a period of five years reoommended by 
Provincial Road Board. 



Name of road. 

Length of 
road. 

Cost of 
improvement. 



Miles. 

Rs. 

1. 

Calcutta-Jessore Road to 




Baraset 

12-14 

6,00,000 

2. 

Diamond Harbour Road 

26 

6,70,000 

3. 

Grand Tmiik Road (excluding^ 
overbridg-e at Seram jwre) 

... 

10,00,000 

4, 

Chittagong-Arracaij Road brid- 
ging (whole length) 


5,00,000 

6 . 

Illambazar-Dubrajpur Road (in- 
cluding Adjoi Bridge) 

16 

3,60,000 

6. 

Myrneusiugh-Tungail Road 

10 

3,76,000 

r. 

Dacca-Narayanganj Road 

9 

4,50,000 

8. 

Mainamuti-Barkaiita Road 

9 

2,50,000 

^ 9. 

Pabna-Ishurdy Road 

17 

6,00,000 

^0. 

Duars Road (replacing bridges) .. 


2,60,000 

11. 

Burdwan-Arambagh Road 

25 

6,00,000 

12. 

Magura-Jhenidah-Chuadanga Road 

18 

3,00,000 


Total 


56,46,000 


•y: P. M. Ledie, IU>y»l AntomobO® hsm been sad^d to 4h® 

dttMB ila fifttt meeting. 
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Mr* W. H. THOMPSON: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
to state whether the Government has forwarded the recommendations 
of this Board with its recommendations to the Government of India? 

The Honnile Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: The answer 

is in the affirmative. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether having formed this Board on the basis of having delegates 
from district boards, he is satisfied that this Board is likely to take 
a wide proviucial view in this provincial matter or whether he is not so 
satisfied ? 

The Hon*ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: This is a 
matter of opinion. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he received a letter from one of the members of the Board 
who was unable to attend and who raised this veiy point which I have 
just raised regarding the importance of taking a provincial view in 
this matter and in doling out the available money among several 
di8tri(t boards? 

The Hon’ble Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: The answer 

is in the affirmative. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether that letter was read at the meeting? 

Tha Hon’blo Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: The answer 

IS in the affirmative. 

Mr. E« C« ORMOND: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to stat« 
whether in vie^ the present condition of the Barrackpore-Naihati- 
Ghoshpara Hoad, Government is prepared to consider the necessity of 
immediate further expenditure on that road? 

Tlia Hott’bla Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: On a point 
of order, Sir. This supplementary question does not arise out of the 
present question. 

Mr. PRESIOtNT: I think the Hon’ble Minister is right. 

Kim BMuuHir Maulvl AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon Ue 

bi pleased to state whether any policy has been laid down flarj delpf* 
mining the preferences to be given to s^emesf 
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nil Honllte Kumar §HIB 8HEKHARB8WAII RAY: Acceptance 
and i^jaction of schemes depend on the majority view of the Board. 

Khm Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, that does not answer 
my question My question was whether the Government has laid down 
any policy for determining the preferences to be given to schemes. 

The Hon’bla Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Any policy, 
if laid down, would be laid down by the Board itself. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state w’hether he is prepared to give information as to 
what that policy is? 

The Hon’hie Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: These are 
subject mattei’s of communication between this Government and the 
Government of India, and no information can be given now. We 
have not yet received any reply from the Government of India, so I 
cannot place any information at the disposal of the hon’ble member. 

Mri PRESIDENT: I do not quite follow the Hon’ble Minister. The 
question was whether he could give any information regarding the 
policy that he is pursuing. 

The Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am not 

prepared at the present moment to make any further statement in the 
matters. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether before the formation of this Board, any reference was 
made to the Select Committee of this House which deals with these 
matter. 

The Hon’bla Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: It was not 

possible to consult the Select Committee in this mattei. 

Mr. W. H, THOMPSON: Will the Honlble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he has ever consulted the Select Committee of this House 
in any matter. 

Tha HosINa Kuuuu SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Most of the 
mimbers of tbe Select Committee had to go out by the "walking out” 
0 # Swarajists. We had only one tneeting and I think Mr. Travers 
w0 the only member present thm* 
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Mr. E. C« ORMOND: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to aktte 
whether in view of the large volume of traffic carried by the Barrack- 
pore-Naihati-Ghoshpara Road, Government will consider putting that 
road on the programme of road work for the period of five years recom- 
mended by the Provincial Road Board and to recommend that the 
course be adopted by the Road Board. 


The Hofi’ble Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: The matter 
will be brought to the notice of the Road Board and if they want to 
adopt it, it will be done. 


Mr. E. C. ORMOND: Sir, is it permitted to me to ask when the next 
meeting of the Board will take place? 


The Hon'blo Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: After we 
have received the reply from the Government of India. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvt AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is prepared to lay before the House a 
list of all the prepared schemes by the Provincial Road Board? 


The Hon’ble Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; It is a big 

list. I shall be glad to show it to the hon’ble member if he comes to 
my office. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Will the Rouble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the chairmen of district boards present at 
the Road Board meeting cast lots for the money to be allowed to them? 


The Hon’ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: The proceed- 
ings of the Road Board are confidential and cannot be placed before 
the Council. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvl AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is prepared to circulate the list to the 
members of the Council. 


The Hon’ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: The list 
will be placed at the disposal of the hon’ble member, and if, llfferw 
reading it he thinks that it ought to be circulated to the memb^ra 
will be done. 1 

Khtti Bahadur Maitlvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Does the Hcm’ble Miny||er 
realise that the Hon’ble Mioister’s statement as regards Govemmebi 
not having laid down any policy is contradictory to his present^ 
mentf 7 
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Mfil’^I^RESIDENTl Order, order. That is no question. 




Mitthri SYEO MAdIO BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state upon what principle the distribution of the major 
programme is made? 


The Hon’hle Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: That dependa 
on the majority view of the Road Board. 

Mr* W* Hs TH0MP80N: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to* 
state whether any money was given to any district board whose chair- 
man was not present at the meeting? 


The Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: No money 
has been given to any district board as yet. I can tell the hon'ble 
member that we have not got a single cowrie yet from the Government 
of India. 


Unstarrecl Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table.) 

Water-logged area between the Diamond Haitour road and the 
Hooghly river to the north of Falta road up to Bishmipur, 
24-Parganas. 

88. Mr. P, BANERdI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Irrigation l)e]xirtment aware that in the southern section of the 
24-Parganas district the area between the Diamond Harbour road and 
the Hooghly river to the north of Falta road up to Bishnupur is a 
water-logged area? 

(h) Is it a fact that upon a reference made by Mr. J. N. Paul, 

the ^distant Secretaiy of Subdebpur Progressive Association, and at 

instance of the Collector, 24-Parganas, Mr. F. H. M. Furrock, 

&e late Subdivisional Officer, Diamond Harbour, held a local inquiry in 

the year 1927 ? 

* 

Is it a fact that Mr. Furrock recommended certain measures 
ter improve the eonditions of the aforesaid area, so far as agriculture^ 
hoilpi^and water transport are concerned? 
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(d) Is it a fact that in order to carry out some of the 
suggested by Mr. Furrock, the people of the locality deposited dll 
demand by the Collector, 24-Parganas, a sum of Rs. 248 in the Ali^«^ 
'Treasury as the cost of preliminary survey and preparation of a schdlke 
^nder the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 1920 
^Bengal Act VI of 1920), for the re-excavation of the Katakhali khal)* 

(e) Is it also a fact that the people interested in the scheme for a 
new canal from Cangarampur along the old Katakhali khal up to the 
Hooghly river at Magmudpore have informed the Collector, 24-Parganas, 
and the Subdivisional Officer, Diamond Harbour, that they are not able 
to deposit a lump sum to finance the scheme but are quite willing to 
-contribute their share of the cost of the work by payment of an annual 
cess as provided by the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement 
Act, 1920? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(t) what action, if any, has since been taken by the Iirigation 
Department to deepen the bed of Srichanda khal from Usti 
to Gangarampur via Shirakol and to remove the alleged 
inverts of the culverts or bridges therein; 

(ii) whether the preliminary survey for the re-excavation of 
Katakhali khal has since been initiated; 

{in) what action, if any, is being taken by the Goveniment to 
finance the scheme; and 

(iv) when the work of the project is likely to commence? 

The Alhadi Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Government have no information. 

{d) A sum of Rs. 248 has l>een dei^sited in the treasury as the 
cost of preliminary survey and preparation of the scheme. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(/) (i) Silt clearance of the Srichanda khal from Rajarhat to 
Srichanda is in progress at the present time. It is for the local people 
to approach the district board for the removal of the inverts of the 
culverts or bridges on the district board road. 

(it) No. A detailed project was prepared years ago and all thl^ 
is how necessary is to revise the rates. 

(m) and (ti?) ^e scheme is one which should be taken up under 
the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 1920, or the 
Embankment Act of 1882, and it is for the parties mtmnsted *0 
-the Ccdleotor. • v 
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,:v^ BB. Mnilvi ABHRAFUOOIN GHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
fion’ble Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
etate the circumstances under which the District Magistrate of Bogra 
refused retainers’ licence to the guard of the Bogra Central BankF 

(b) Has not the District Magistrate extended similar privileges 
to the Joint Stock Loan Bank ? 

(c) Does the Government approve of this attitude of the District 
Magistrate ? 

(d) If not, what action does the Government propose to take in 
the matter? 

Tha Hon*bl6 Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: {a) A licence for a double- 
barrell breach-loading gun was granted to the Bogra Central Bank in 
the name of the Assistant Secretary. The retainer first proposed was 
rejected because he was a native of Nepal whose antecedents Were not 
known. Subsequently licence for a retainer who is a Darjeeling man 
has been allowed. 

(b) An arms licence has been granted to the Bogra Loan Office, 
Ltd., in the name of the Cash Secretar>\ No licence for retainer has 
been granted to this company. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Does not arise. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

(The discussion on the head **22 . — General Administration” was 
then resumed.) 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL NUQ: ” That the demand for Rs. 15,000 
under the head *22E. — Ministers — Travelling Allowance’ be refused.” 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE ifid Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQl 

<*That the demand of Be. 400 under the head *22^.— Miniitere— Hill 
Allowances’ be refused.” 


Hr. A. K. 'PA1L4IL HUSi “mt tii. daund lor R.. 
toBdOT to. hMd m.— Mtoittm— W.Mfwri. ' 
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Kili CMDADUL HOQUE: *'That the demand of Re. 1,SOO under 
ih» head '22F. — Legislative Council — Hill Allowances’ be reduced 
Be. 1 [to criticise the policy regarding hill exodus of officers (gasetted 
and ministerial) of the Legislative Department and absence of any 
principle in that connection].” 


Maulvi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 1,97,600 under the head “22F. — Legislative Council” be reduced 
by Be. 101 (to raise a discussion on the failure to take necessary steps 
for the separation of the office of the Legislative Department from 
that of the liOgislative Council). 

Sir, it is not a new motion that I have brought before this Council. 
This motion of the separation of the Legislative Council from the 
Legislative Department, making it a separate department, was brought 
before this House in 1929, by Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen and as will 
be seen from the proceedings, an assurance was given by the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Legislative Department, the Hon’ble Sir P. C. 
Mitter and on that assurance Mr. Sen withdrew his motion. I undex^ 
stand that the Hon’ble Member gave an assurance that the Committee 
would go into the whole case considering the existing condition in 
the Legislative Assembly and in some other provincial Councils, I 
believe the Legislative Council has got a separate department in tho 
United Provinces, and Madras has also got a separate Council Depart* 
ment. I do not understand why the Hon'ble Member has not been able 
to give effect to his promise that he made before this House. Sir, a 
motion was moved on the 12th February, 1929, and on the assurance 
given by the Hon’ble Member it was withdrawn. I do not know what 
steps have been taken by the Hon’ble Member to give effect to his 
promise. I do not want to take the time of this Council, but I hope 
that this time the Hon’ble Member in charge will be able to tell ua 
what he has done since February, 1929, up to the 20th March, 1930, 
and not give us merely an assurance that a committee will certainly be 
formed asking in to withdraw our motion. I hope the Hon’ble Member 
will go into the whole matter and place all facts before the House. 

As regards the importance of the motion I do not want to say very 
much. If we want to have an honest and independent body as the 
Legislative Council is supposed to be certainly the Legislative Council 
ought to have a department of its own which would be indepen'dent 
ot the Secretariat. The President ought to have his own staff and hia 
own office which will be under his guidance and control. Everybody 
knows what happened in the L^dative Assembly only a few weeka 
ago and what view the President the Hon’ble Mr. Y. J. Patel took with 
regard to the maintenance of discipline within the precincts of Assembly 
Mouse. Sir, 1 hope the Government of Bengal will not lag behind the 
procedure that has been, set by other provinoea. With these few wrada 
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I I^iiP tkifl motion for the acceptance of the Houae^ and I hopa^ the 
will consider very seriously the question of the separation of the 
Legislative Council from the Legislative Department. 

The hon’ble members of this House must realise the position that 
is before the country to-day and it is high time, especially as the note 
has been sounded by the Secretary of State from his place in Parliament 
that Dominion Status is forthcoming and also that Dominion Status is 
already in action in this country, that in this Council at least we shall 
experience what we do not find, something in the shape of some 
privilege. 


Mf, PRESIDENT* Kasi Emdadul Hoque need not move his luotiou. 
He may speak in support otf this motion as both the motion^ are 
identical. 


Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, I will not move my motion, but I 
will speak in support of the motion which has already been moved. 

The following motion was therefore, not moved : — 

- Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 1,97,600 
under the head ‘22F. — Legislative Council’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (in 
order to raise a discussion on the combination of functions of Secretary, 
Legislative Council, with the Secretary to the Covernment).” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Mr. President, Sir, this question was 
brought before this Council, as has been pointed out by my hon’ble 
friend Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed, by Sri jut Nagendra Nath Sen in 
Februaiy, 1929, in the shape of a resolution. In reply Government 
said that a special committee would be constituted to consider the whole 
question. I do not know whether a special committee has been consti- 
tuted since then and whether the question has at all been considered. 
If the committee has been appointed, then I would like to know whether 
any consideration has been given to the deliberation of the committee 
by Government. If sufficient consideration has not been given yet I 
hope the Government will do its best to give consideration to this 
question now. The question is a very important one as has been pointed 
out by the previous speaker and in view of our repeated prayer to this 
House, I hope the Government will not lose any time to give effect to 
them. I also hope that Government should not only give the matter 
every consideration, but it should do so at once. There should be no 
delay. Government .^aid last year that they would give the matter a 
very serious consideration, but up till now we have no indication that 
the matter,^hft8 been considered at all. If the matter is to be consider- 
ed Government should try to collect all the figures and all information 
lektiing to the question. With these few words I beg to support the 
motion of my hon^e friend. 
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■('‘mr. ritfetlDENTi HsTing regard to the fact tliat motion No. 153 
has been moved, I think Mr. S. M. Bose need not move his motion but 
may speak in support of this motion as the motions are identical. 

The following motion was therefore not moved: — 

Mr# 8« Ma BOSE: ‘'That the demand of Bs. 1,97,500 under the 
head * 22F. — Legislative Council * be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss the 
establishment of a separate I^egislative Council Department under the 
exclusive control of the Hon’ble the President, Bengal Ijegislative 
Council).** 

3-30 p.m. 

'Mfa §■ Ma BOSE: Mr. President, Sir, this question was discussed in 
a resolution brought forward in this House on the 12th February, 1929, 
by Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen. The Hon*ble Sir Provash Chumier 
Mittei in his reply suggested the appointment of a representative com- 
mittee of the House to go into the matter thoroughly and on | J 
assurance that this would be done, the mover withdrew his lesolutiJfT 
Over a year has elapsed since the Hon’ble Member’s assurance, fbtlt 
BO far as we are aware, nothing whatever has been done. From what I 
know of the Hon*ble Member, I feel sure that his object was not to 
shelve this inconvenient subject, but the result has been this. As the 
House is aware, the subject of the advantages of separation was 
thoroughly discussed in the Legislative Assembly in 1928. I beg to 
refer the members to the proceedings of the Legislative Assembly on 
the 22nd September, 1928, at page 1249 et. seq., of volumes III and IT, 
1928, of the Legislative Assembly Debates, to the illuminating speech 
of the Hoii’ble President Patel at pages 219-23, of the same volume, and 
his note submitted to the Government of India at page 919. 

Briefly, the proposals accepted by the Government as a result of a 
conference of piity leaders were— 

(1) a separate liOgislative Assembly Department was to be 

constituted; and 

(2) the scheme submitted by the President and amended by the 

Government of India was to be modified so as to provide 

that : — 

(t) {he Legislative Assembly Department should be included 
ii^{he portfolio of the Governor-General; 

(it) the principal officers of the departaiMit were to be 
appointed by the GovemorGeneral in conealtation 
with the President; 
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{Hi) these principal officers were to be liable to \k dismiM^ 
by the Gkyvemor General in consultation with the 
President ; 

(iv) other disciplinary action against these cheers should * 

be in the hands of the President, subject to a right 
of appeal to the Governor-Gkneral ; 

(v) the otiier members of the establishment should be 

appointed by the President in consultation with the 
Secretary ; 

(vi) these other members of the establishment were to be 

liable to dismissal or other punishment by the Presi- 
dent in consultation with the Secretary, subject to a 
right of appeal to tlie Governor-General; and 

(mi) the (question of expenditure should be dealt with in the 
ordinary manner. But in the case of difference of 
opinion on any item of expenditure between the 
President and the Government, there should be a 
reference to the Governor-General whose dec ision was 
to be final. 

% 

"1 need not weary you, Sir, with further details; but I wish to 
point out one matter. A President is elected by the House and is 
responsible for the conduct of business. His orders and rulings are 
generally final. Fe has in many cases to act on the advice of the 
Secretary, or staff of the Legislative Department. Such advice cannot 
be regarded as coming from a wholly impartial, unbiased and indepen- 
dent source. For the Secretary owes no allegiance to the House or to 
its President. He is responsible to the Governor in Council. It follows, 
therefore, that if the business of the House is to be carried on satis- 
factorily, the Secretaiy and the staff must, in some form, be responsible 
to the House and its President, and n6t be subordinate to any out- 
side authority. The President must feel that he is getting independent 
and impartial advice from the Secretary ; the Secretary and staff must 
also feel that they are here solely to serve and further the best interest 
of the House. Sir, I wish to refer to another aspect of the ipatter. In 
the Council, Government form a minority, being at most 30 (including 
nominated non-officials) out of 140. But this minority is able effectively 
to check and control the majority of the House. The Secretary and 
staff being Government servants must naturally look to the interest of 
the Government as against popular interest. We, the non-official 
members, I maintain, are a part of Qoveniment by law established, and 
should feel that the Legislative Department exists to help us in every 
possible way in the discharge of our duties. I do not say that we do 
not g:et hdlp from Hie department, nor do I desire to cast any reffeciion 
wlmtever on the existing staff. But it is the principle which I am 
il^tliiig against. 
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I find that last jbat in the budget discussion^ a motion for token 
cut in the demand for Legislative Council grant was tabled by no less 
than 7 members — I quote the very words ; “to express the indignation 
of the House for not getting the travelling allowance bills of the 
members of the Council prepared by the office/’ Further, it is not the 
business of the Secretary or the staff to help members in drawing up 
private bills. This is not only inconvenient, but dangerous, as private 
bills badly drawn up and passed at one sitting, are sure to create great 
difficulties subsequently. 

I may mention here in passing that we do not want a Secretary 
with executive and administrative experience, because I find that in 
questions, resolutions, bills, etc., matters of administrative importance 
should, under the rules, be invariably referred to the respective adminis* 
trative departments for opinion and advice. 

I find from Sir P. C. Mitter’s speech that he raised two points 
against separation — 

/I) expense; 

(2) staff — how it is to be employed during recess. 

• 

With regard to (1), I say that if it is tlm intention to give us a 
democratic form of institution, then every attempt should be made by 
Government to help this House which is the principal functionary in 
that behalf, and it is incumbent upon the Government to bear every 
expense necessary to conduct the business of this House on democratic 
lines. The Hon’ble Member knows as well as any of us that Reforms 
have been expensive. Whereas formerly there were one Governor who 
was the President of the Council and only three members, now since 
the Reforms, we have the Governor, the President of the Council, four 
Executive members and three Ministei’s. Several new departments 
have been created in the Secretariat after the Reforms. The new 
Legislative CJouiicil buildings across the road are likely to cost about 
Rs. 30 lakhs. Sl«fy I repeat what President Patel said : “Economy 
must make way before so important a step which we all desire of taking 
in furtherance of the constitution which brought us into existence.'* 
Apart from this very important question of principle, it is, I think, 
quite possible to effe<;t economies in many items if the Government ia 
really willing to give us helping hand in this matter. 

Further, I may point out that the question of expense has not 

stood in the way of the establishment of a separate Legislative Council 

Department under the Presidents, in Madras, in United Provinces and 

in the Punjab. In ^ese provinces, the President is the head of this 

department and no inconvenience has been experienced in the working 

of the system there. The appointments in Madras, of Secretary and 

Assistant Secretary are made by His Excellency the Governor. In tlue 
# 
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TJhiIm ProTinces, the appointmentB ere made fcy the President on the 
recommendation of the Secretary. In the Punjab, the President makes 
all permanent and temporary appointments in the office staff excepting 
those of the Secretary and the Assistant Secretary, which are made by 
His Excellency the Governor on the recommendation of the President. 
Eurther, I find from the various provincial budgets that most of the 
provinces, like Madras, the United Provinces and the Punjab spend on 
an average less than Rs. 13,000 a year for the pay of the Secretary; 
whereas, here the Secretary, I beileve, draws about Rs. 30,000 besides 
allowances. It is impossible for an outsider like myself to get all 
the facts and figures, but I maintain that the important question of 
establishment of a Legislative Council Department should not W 
allowed to be shelved on the plea of expense. That argument is never 
advanced when the question is about giving more pay to the police or 
buying up-to-date guns for them. 

With regard to the second objection as to how to employ the staff 
of the Council during recess, this is quite a subsidiary matter and I 
Ihink arrangements can be made on a satisfactory basis. There are 
several law officers of the Government like the Legal Remembrancer, 
Government Solicitor, Government Pleader and so on. The purely 
legal work of the Legislative Department can very well be transferred 
to one of such officers with the staff of the Legislative Department. A 
small staff may be retained for the work of the Council. If the 
Reforms are honestly worked out and if the Ministers are permitted to 
do their full quota of work, I do not think that the staff appointed for 
the Council will have to sit idle. On this point, I as a non-official can- 
not say anything more definite at the present moment but if we receive 
a willing and helping hand from Government, I am sure we can work 
out a separate Council Department to the best interest of all the parties 
ooncemed. 

Sir, I trust I have not been unduly long, but the grave importance 
of this subject is my excuse. As was stated by Mr. Thompson last year, 
this matter should be considered as a domestic matter; and the 
President as the head of the household, I think, should be allowed a 
predominant voice. I submit that on the analogy of the rules now in 
force in the Legislative Assembly Department — 

(7) a separate liCgislative Council Department here should be 
constituted immediately; 

(2) that this department should be included in the portfolio of 
His Excellency the Governor; 

{S) thgt the principal officers of the department should be appointed 
by His Excellency in consultation with the President; 

fd) that the principal officers should be liable to dismissal by the 
Governor in consultation with the President; 
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, ( 6 ) that other diacipliiiary action against these officers shoold be 
in the hands of the President, subject to a right of appeal 
to His Excellency; 

( 6 ) that the other members of the department should be appointed 

by the President in consultation with the Secretary and 
would be liable to dismissal or punishment by the President 
in consultation with the Secretary, subject to a right of appeal 
to His Excellency; and 

( 7 ) that the budget for the Legislative Council Department should 

be drawn up by the President for inclusion in the Annual 
Budget Estimates. But in case of difference of opinicp 
between him and Government of Bengal on any item btf " 
expenditure, the matter is to be referred to His Excellency 
whose decision should be final. 

The above rules, subject to approval by the President, should be 
brought into force immediately, and I do not see what useful purpose 
will be served by the appointment of a committee. If, however, it ia 
thought advisable to do so, I suggest-the appointment of a small com- 
mittee with the President, as Chairman, to go into the matter and report 
at the July session of the Council. 

1 earnestly hope that the principle underlying the ipotion will be 
unanimously accepted. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I support this motion 
with all the emphasis that I can command. I should not have thought 
it necessary to speak on this motion at all, except for the fact that I 
am alarmed by a statement made by Mr. Bose who suggests that, if 
necessary, increased expenditure might be permitted. Sir, we the 
representatives of the people in this Council ought to be very jealoui^ 
of any unnec^sfary expenditure. As a matter of fact, we have alwa|# 
felt that the e^pMws of the Government of Bengal are excessive, mhil 
it has always been our plea that there .should be reduction in expeiriK* 
ture and money should be found for other useful purposes. I th|i||r^ 
therefore, that it ought to be made perfectly clear that some meant 
must be found to give an independent department to the Legislative 
Council without any extra expenditure, and such means I am perfe^^ ^ 
sure can be devised. To give the Government to understand that 
will be prepared to sanction additional expenditure is to invite 
tional expenditure. I should most strongly repudiate the suggeltiott 
that this Council is of, opinion that additional expenditure should ba 
incurred. The opiniod, on the contrary, most assuredly ought to ho 
that if extra money is necessary, it must be found by retrenchment froai 
somewhere and somehow. 
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Mlirp. C. ORMOND: I have only one thing to say on this motion and 
on one aspect only; that is in connection with the question of money. 
Whatever may be the correct answer to any theoretical question about 
the advisability or otherwise of separating the Legislative Department 
from this Council, I would ask the House, remembering that to-day ia 
to-day and it is to-day that we are discussing this motion and not to* 
morrow, and that the name of this country is Bengal and no other 
countiy, I would ask the House to consider whether it is a matter of 
practical sense to advocate a reform to-day which is bound to entail 
additional expenditure. 

3-^ p.m. 

I notice that the hon’ble mover, Mr. S. M. Bose, has in effect, if 

understood him, admitted that additional expenditure would be 
entailed; and it seems to me to be quite inevitable. To put the matter 
practically, we have at present our mutual friend Mr. John Bartley, 
I do not suppose that the proposers of the motion wish to take an axo 
and cut him into^two halves. If they do not intend to do anything of 
that sort, they will require another Mr. John Bartley : and so on, both 
above and below, they will have to pay for the extra personnel which 
they will require. I notice, Sir, that Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed had 
various other motions tabled to his name further back in this list,, 
namely. Nos. 126 and 135; and in those motions the hon^ble member,, 
as I understood him, was advocating with great vigour that this was 
the time for economy, that this was not the time to spend money for 
example on His Excellency the Governor’s band. Now, Sir, a band is^ 
a small matter compared with a complete new Legislative Department. 
Such a new separate Legislative Department is going to cost very 
much more than those sums which the hon’ble member was objecting 
to, only a page or two back on this list. I trust that this House will 
not approach this matter in too happy-go-lucky a spirit of financial 
optimism. I wonder. Sir, if the members proposing this motion wero 
tlitoiiiselves saddled with the full responsibility of carrying it out and 
fi|ldi]Lg the money, whether they would be so enthusiastic about thia 
nilfler. I would say. Sir, that this motion is at the present day a 
milter of mere theoretical discussion on which we need not 
waste the time of this House any longer. To spend money on this,^ 
Sir^ wculd lay us open to the criticism that in these hard times we are 
^laaijiing money — and on whom? — on ourselves. Why should we not ia 
tl^ Ckiuncil do the maximum amount of work which nature has enabled 
do? I would, therefore, oppose this motion. 

TIm HonOtle Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER l I welcome this 
opfortunity to explain why the committee which 1 arranged to appoint 
eiald not be assttmbled. 1 am glad that Maulvi Shalnsuddin Ahmed and 
Xam Ei^adnl Hoque have put that aspect of the question. I would 
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remind the House ihat in April last year the Legislative Council in 
nrhich a similar resolution was moyed was dissolved — believe that 
that Council was dissolved on the 22nd of April, 1929. After the 
dissolution of that Council another Legislative Council was formed and 
soon after that Legislative Council was formed and as soon as party 
groups settled down, we took steps to invite some members fi*om among 
those who formed the different groups of that Council. Unfortunately, 
however, one important group, namely the Swarajists resigned and 
after that an important bye-election was held. The bye-election, which 
eo far as one community is concerned, is almost similar to a general 
>electioQ and the meml^ers of this House will realise that the election 
has only just been completed. In fact some of the newly elected mem* 
hers joined this House after the 7th March and some of them took t^eir 
oath for the first time during this budget session. That being th© 
position, Sir, the appointment of the committee was in a state of sus- 
pended animation. I may, however, inform the House that the Praja 
Party which, barring the Swarajists, were at that time an important 
group, were invited ; and letters were written, inviting Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul 
Huq and Mr. Abdur Raheem, Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and Dr. Bidhan 
Chandra Hoy. Some others were also invited; but I would not givd 
all the names, because in view of the new constitution of the House it 
may be net^essary to have a committee slightly different from the com** 
mittee that was proposed to b^ appointed. Therefore, as regards the 
delay in appointing the committee, it is not due to any fault of Govern- 
ment but is due to the fact that unfortunately the old Legislative 
Council was dissolved, and after the new Council was formed, a large 
number of members resigned their seats. But there is no reason to 
suppose that there should be further delay about the appointment of 
the committee. I hope that the appointment will be completed within 
the month of April and soon after the budget discussions are over and 
we are free to attend to other matters. 

Now, Sir, having given that explanation for the apparent delay 
in the appoia^ent of the committee, I would like to say a few words 
on the lines whi6li T placed before the Legislative Council in February 
1928, when the original resolution was moved, and I consider it neoes* 
aary to do so, because there are many new members who were not here 
on that occasion. I may begin by saying that as one who has been an 
©looted member of this House for a very long time, perhaps much longer 
than any of my friends who took part in the discussion, I personally 
approach the question with every sympathy; I also approach the ques- 
tion from the point of view that on a question of principle it is desirable 
to separate the two functions. But approaching the question from tbit 
^int of view, I am fffraid it is not capable of such easy solution, as 
Mr. S. M. Bose in his anxiety for the principle seems to imaging 
Already another member, Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, whh b 
iMurhape more lealous of the purse strings of the Gotenunmi ^ 
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ijffr* m M. Bose, and from the European group Mr. Ormond have sounded 
« note of warning that we must not waste money for nothing. I would 
likely shortly to place before the Council the present arrangement of 
work. Under the present system of division of work and under the 
existing arrangements the Bengal Legislative Department, which is a 
Government department, supplies the Ijegislative Council with the 
necessary staff and that staff does the work of the Council. The staff 
of the Legislative Department, that is to say the Government depart- 
ment, consist of the following: Secretary to the Government, Iwo 
Assistant Secretaries, one Registrar, one Legal Assistant, two superior 
oterks, 13 other clerks, 5 typists, one stenographer, and a numW of 
stenographers supplied by Government during the Council session. 
Normally Government work consists of the drafting of Government 
bills, the revising of bye-laws, drafting of subsidiary legislation and 
dealing with them, drafting notification, keeping up to date informa- 
tions about statutes, British^ Indian and local, printing and publication 
of Acts, obtaining and distribution of information about legislation, 
^and consultation work with regard to different provinces; these are the 
principal duties of the Government Legislative Department. Now, I 
ehafl shortly place before my hon’ble friends some of the duties of the 
Council side of the work which is conducted under the orders of you, 
Sir, the Hon’ble President of this Council— -organisation of Council 
meetings, priparation of questions, examination of bills in original, 
also examination of bills in detail, also examination of bills for the 
purpose of examining whether the previous sanction of the Governor^ 
General is nece88ar>% and ultimately when these bills are passed bring- 
ing them into the statute book. Now, Sir, if the staff be separated, I 
would like to place before the members of this Council what staff will 
be necessary for the Legislative Council. We shall require, a fully 
<iualified draftsman as secretary, a fully qualiRed legal assistant, two 
. legal sub-assistants, some clerks and typists and a number of reporters. 
Ax I have already said, at the present moment the reporters are supplied 
by Government. This staff wull perhaps be sufficient for the normal 
•work of the liCgislative Council ; but when there is a heavy session with 
^ bill like the Calcutta Municipal Bill with seven or eight hundred 
clauses, or the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill with fourteen or 
fifteen hundred amendments, this staff will be insufficient and the Home 
- will have to consider what staff will be required for heavy legislative 
woii of that type. Now, Sir, at the present moment the total grant of 
Legislative Department for both those activities is about Be. 2 
lakhs; to be exact a sum of Bs. 1,97,500. If the staff be separated, thii 
c:|^nditure will perhaps Be doubled, at least it will roughly be about 
Be. 1} lakhs more and this will be the sum without taking into account 
employment of reporters. If reporters are to be appointed 
rfejparately for the Legislative Council, then more expenditure will be 
ameemary. Then there is another question, namely, the T^slativa 
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ConncU has not enough wo^c^l the year round. Ab 1 explained tn 
the House last year, the sittings of the Legislative Couneil in the year 
1921, extended over 60 days. Now, what is the staff to do for the 
remainder of the year? Under present conditions the staff does not 
remain idle. Now, the separate staff, I am prepared to assume, will 
begin to be busy about a month or so before the Council sittings begin» 
In 1922, the Tiegielative Council sat for 60 days, in 1923, 46 days, in 
1924, 28 days, in 1925, 31 days, in 1926, 28 days, in 1927, 27 days and 
in 1928, 52 days, when there was a very long session in connection with 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. Now, Sir, if these are some 
df the inherent difficulties and if at the same time we feel that on 
general principles we should try to have separation of staff, I submit 
a very good case is made out for an examination of the whole problem 
by a representative committee, a committee in which the different 
groups of this House should be adequately represented. Furthermore, 
whatever the decision of that committee might be, that com- 
mittee must have the views of the Hon’ble the President of this 
Council who is so vitally interested in the future conduct of business 
in this House. If, as a result of the sitting of this committee we evolve 
something by which, without any extra expenditure or with a slightly 
extra expenditure, we can effect this separation which I found from 
the discussion last year was desired by many members of this House 
and which I believe even to-day is desired by many members of thia 
House, we may have it. That is one proposition. But if I am to 
accept the suggestion of Mr. S. M. Bose to incur extra expenditure 
whether it be a total of Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 lakhs, or less, I should emphati- 
cally object to the House accepting the motion. And I am glad to 
find that I am supported in that by other members who took part in the 
discussion. 

Then, it would be desirable to know what has been done in other 
places; for example what has been done in the Legislative Assembly,, 
what has been done in various other provinces. Since I spoke on the 
resolution last year we have taken steps to gather all that information 
and but for the' tmfortunate resignation of an irapoitant section of 
this House perhaps long before this time the report of the committee 
would have been ready. Here I have before me a printed paper in 
which the necessary information as to what has taken place in different 
provinces has already been collected. Here is another impoitant papei^ 
in which other important materials have been collected and I may 
say that in spite of Mr, S. M. Bose’s labours he has been somewhat 
inaccurate in several particulars as to what is going on in other pro- 
vinces. If the CJouncil gives me the leave I am prepared to applet 
a committee at an earty date and as we do not propose to keep anything 
haclr from the committee all these materials would be available to ^m* 
I would) therefore, ask the mover to withdraw his motion on my giAtg 
him the assnranee that a committee will be appointed at a very oaiiy 
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4ftte,.j^iTing some exceptional and unforeseen circumstances like a dis- 
aolntiott or wholesale resig'Dation, I hope to appoint a committee in 
the nicmth of April and that committee will ^o into this matter very 
fully and Iheie is no reason why in the next 3 or 4 months we shall 
not be in a position to deal with this question. 

There is another matter which I would like to place before the 
House. Supposing tllat the House were to accept Mr. Bose’s suggestion, 
namely, to incur additional expenditure without further examina- 
tion, nothing can be done before the next budget time. Therefore, why 
ehould there be this hurry? If the expenditure be heavy (hen in spite 
of the resolution of the House we may not be able to find the money; 
on the other hand if we can find a solution of the question of principle 
and if we can manage it at a small expenditure or no extra expenditure 
then the position may not be so difficult. Therefore, 1 hope the hon’bl<t 
movers will withdraw their motions; if they do not I am afraid T must 
oppose them. ^ 

Maulvi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The Hon’hle Member has asked 
me to uuthdraw my motion in view of his assurance that a committee 
will be appointed in April, 1930, if no untoward or unforeseen circum- 
stances take place in the meanwhil e 

Mft PRE8IDEHT; What are you driving at? You have no right of a 
second speech. 

Maulvi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I only want to know whether 
his assurance will be of the same nature as of the last year when he said 
that he would appoint a committee. 

The HonHiio 8ir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: If everything 
goes well and no disturbing event takes place, that is, under normal 
conditions I think I shall be able to appoint a committee in. April next, 
but if unforeseen events like those of last year happen then the 
experience of last year will be repeated. 

Maulvi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: In view of this assurance from 
the Hon’ble Member I beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Koii EMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Ba. 1,97,600 under the head Legislative Council” be reduced 

by Be. 100 <to criticise the policy of Government regarding the pros- 
peete of the ministerial officers of the Legislative Department, the 
principle regulating the number of lower division selection grade poste 
ia the department and the question of the ratio of lower to up|wr divi* 
man posts as compared with the number of gaistted posts in the depart- 
IMEttt, and to enter an emf^tie protest in that connection). 
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La»c year exactly similar motions were tabled by myself and aonke 
other members of this Council. But the time limit having been reached 
we were not allowed to move them; only our esteemed friend Maulei 
Syed Muhammad Afsal was allowed to do so. £ved while doing so hd 
could not finish his speech because the time limit was reached while hd 
was in the midst of it. At any rate it was put to vote and at once 
carried. Maulvi Syed Muhammad Afsal tried his level best to collect 
all paiticulais and figures in this respect and wanted to place them 
before the Council but he could not finish his speech. He told me that 
he had placed all the materials before the Secretary to the Legislative 
Department as well as before the Member in charge of the Department, 
and ho also furnished them with a copy of his unfinished speech. Now, 
Sir, though the motion was carried I do not know whether any effect 
was given to it. If, as I was given to understand by my friend referred 
to, that ha had placed all the materials he had collected to the Legis- 
lative Department, I think the department on a perusal thereof, could 
have learned that the grievances of the lower division clerks were not 
imaginary but real, and were deserving of consideration at the hands 
of Government. If the Government have given consideration to this 
matter, well and good; if not, I should like to know whether they are 
prepared to givj full consideration to it now. As this is an important 
matter we must draw the attention of members of this House to it and 
I hope Government will not resort to dilatory^ methods in giving effect 
to the resolution. 

With these words I move my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may speak on the motion which has already 
been moved as the two motions are identical. Your own motion will be 
treated as withdrawn. 

Maulvi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I do not want to make a long 
speech on this motion but would ask the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Legislative Department one question. I understand that the motion 
that was moved last year was carried in this Council and I do not 
know if after the lapse of a year the Hon’ble Member has done anything 
to give effect to it. We have a right to know this from him and I hope 
that these things should be taken into consideration by the members of 
this Council. 

The follow^ing motion was not moved: — 

Maulvi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED l «'That the demand of 

Rs. 1,97,500 under the head ‘22F. — ^Legislative Council’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to discuss the question that nothing has been done to better the 
pay and prosp^ts of the Legislative Departmept).” 

Tlii Haa’bla 8ir PROVAiH GHUNDER MITTER: Last year it ia 
true that the motion referred to was carried but I had no 
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of cpiilimg a» $,he guillotiiio when I was going to ^>eak. However^ 
I may inform the House that since last year a great deal of progress has 
%eenfi|bde. Gkivemment in. the Legislative Department took up this 
question and after examining it forwarded it to the Finance Department. 
That scheme has been examined and definitely redress on most of the 
points barring one point has been administratively approved and also 
approved by the Finance Department. But actual effect can only be 
given along with other schemes when funds permit. That is the posi- 
tion. The scheme is an approved scheme now but actual effect has not 
Keen given. If the hon’ble members think that they may put in a 
formal cut it may affect the object they have in view more than mine 
because this cut may make re-appropriation difficult. But I may assure 
the House that funds permitting both the administrative department 
and the Finance Department are quite willing to take the necessary 
^teps. 

The motion of Kasi Emdadul Hoque was then put and lost. 

4-15 p.m. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: **That the demand of Rs. 24,800 
undqr the head *22G. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial, Political and 
Appointment Departments — Pay of officer on special duty’ be refused.” 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdls ”That the demand 
of Rs. 2,45,000 under the head ^22G. — Civil Secretariat — ^Reserved — 
Judicial, Police and Appointment — Pay of Clerks’ be reduced by 
Rs. 29,000.” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I beg to move that the demand for 
Rs. 3,18,000 under the head ”22G. — Civil Secretariat — Judicial, Political 
and Appointment Departments” be reduced to Re. 1 (to draw attention to 
popular discontent at the policy of Government in launching prosecutions 
for even trivial political offences). 

Sir, as is evidenced in my motion I want to raise a discussion at tha 
important question of launching political prosecutions. I do not wish 
to say anything in detail as regards the policy of undertaking prosecu- 
tiona relating to jmlitical offences. But my experience is that the 
expenses involved in such prosecutions are quite out of proportion tu 
the importance of the prosecutions themselves. In one case I remember 
that in the district of Rajshahi there was a disturbance at a meeting 
in consequence of certain students refusing to obey the orders of the 
officer in command and the prosecutions that followed the disturbance 
cost the public purse nothing less than Rs. 4,000. I am not quite sure 
about the exact figure but this is what I gathered from an informal talk 
iritb the Public Prosecutor. Recently there is a prosecution going on 
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here-^in which considerable expense is being incttmd in the shape oi^^ 
■fees at Rs. 300 per day which is paid to the> ' Public Prosect^l^ at^ 
proportionate fees to the junior pleaders who are engaged in th^Jcase. 

I raise this discussion because of the fact that in my opinion large 'sums 
are spent over these prosecutions on pleaders’ fees which can yery well 
be saved for purposes far more good both to the country and t#'^he 
administration than in prosecutions over which they are spent. No 
doubt when the law is broken it is necessary that some steps should be 
taken, but I would submit for the consideration of the Hon’ble MenAer 
that a slight discrimination should be made in undertaking prosecutions 
in view of the ultimate expenses that may entail on the public exchequer. 

I want to raise a discussion on this issue only and I do not wish to criti- 
oise the policy that may be behind the measures taken by Government in 
undertaking prosecutions. In my opinion I think most of these offences 
are of such character that no prosecution need be undertaken at all. 
With these few words I place the motion before the House and I hope 
the Hon’ble Member in charge will be able to give us some information 
as to the reasons for launching these prosecutions. 


Mr. I. A. CLARK: This motion now before the House seems to me 
to hang on two statements, with neither of which I find myself in agree- 
ment. The first of these is that there is popular discontent in this coun- 
try regarding the policy of Government in launching prosecutions for 
political offences. I cannot find myself in agreement with that statement. 
I doubt whether more than one per cent, of the population knows any- 
thing whatever about these prosecutions. But whether or not this is so, 
my opinion is — and I offer it for what it is worth — that the average law- 
abiding citiaen of this country knows perfectly well that if he breaks the 
laws of the country he is liable to prosecution and I think he is perfectly 
prepared to accept the position. 

The second statement with which I do not find myself in agreement 
is that it is tb#i»licy of the Government of Bengal to launch political 
prosecutions. I do not believe it is their policy at all. What I think is 
that, the laws being there, Government cannot possibly help themselves 
but must prosecute when the laws are broken. Now, Sir, there are 
many people in this House who hope, in the fulness of time, to attam 
positions of much greater responsibility than they now fill. I suggest 
iio these gentlemen that they will l>e laying down a very dangerous prece- 
dent for themselves if they support a motion of this kind. I beg, Sir, 
io oppose the motion. 

Mr. NARIIIOR A KUMAR BAtU : Siri I did not intend to speak in 
support of the motion moved by my hon^ble friend Mr. A. K. Fail<^ 
Hnq. 1 feel, however, that I cannot allow the remarks of the kit 
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n ^ an idea commonly held that we, the so- 

calle|P i^ucated section of the Indian public, know nothing of the feelings 
of the liiommon people of India, and that their ideas and knowledge are 
in ihe special keeping of Englishmen who are trustees for them. Where 
and tin what date the trust deed was executed and by whom I do not know. 
Bu|.-I do sa:^ that this is an idea which has been absolutely exploded. 
W^, the educated Indians, may be very small in number— thanks to the 
British policy , but we do represent the feelings of the common people 
better at least than the Englishmen who sojourn amongst us here. I 
do say that my lion’ble friend Mr, A. K. FazUil Huq is perfectly right 
when he says that there is popular discontent over this policy of 
Government. I am not an adviser to the Government and if I were 
I would ask for my fees before giving any legal opinion. But I do say 
this, that the launching of trivial prosecutions in political cases defeats 
its own object. There are transgressions of the Penal Code and other 
laws every day, every minute and every hour, and if every such trans- 
gression of the Penal Code were to be prosecuted by the State I do not 
know whether, the funds of the British exchequer would be sufficient 
for the carrying out of these prosecutions. Wlmt does happen is this. 
In some obscure corner of the province, some obscure paper puts in three 
lines which, in the words of the Chief Justice of the Patna High Court, 
are ‘‘silly nonsense*^ and Government run it in for sedition thereby 
advertising the paper. I submit that this, instead of scaring the people 
or terrorising them into loyalty simply makes cheap martyrs of the 
accused and gives tliem cheap advertisement which otherwise would not 
have happened. I submit that this policy of the Government in launch- 
ing prosetuitions for trivial political offences is a policy that is being 
consistently followed for the last two years as the daily newspapers will 
show* I say that both the statements in the motion of my hon’ble 
friend are true and I commend the motion to the notice of the House. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: In supporting this motion 
1 wish absolutely to disabuse the minds of the members of this 
Council of the notion which seems to prevail in tlie benches opposite and 
which has been given vent to by one of the speakers that the Government 
cannot help itself, the law being what it is. Fnfortunately it is neither 
law nor policy. It is not obligatory upon the Government to prosecute 
for every little violation of those sections of the Penal Code under which 
these political prosecutions take place. If my bon’ble friend opposite 
was aware of the state of the law he would have known that no prosecu- 
tion under section 124A or under any one of those sections can be under- 
taken except with the sanction of Government and the policy of that 
provision is that it is for the Government to weigh the magnitude of 

IS 
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the offence before it directs a prosecution of this characler, and by the 
Way in which prosecutions have recently been undertaken in this pro- 
vince I venture to think that tlie opinion could be freely given that the 
Government has not exercised its discretion properly. Prosecutions have 
been undertaken for trivial offences, if offences they were. It is not 
open to us here to discuss the merits of judicial decisions. Let us assume 
that they were offences which have been so found by the courts. But 
what is the true test for determining whether they were trivial offences 
or not? It has been laid down by a high judicial authority in England 
that the offence of sedition is not committed unless something has been 
said which is likely to lead to a breach of the peace. That is the prin- 
ciple which has been adhered to by the courts in England and that is the 
principle which has been laid down by His Excellency the Viceroy for 
the future policy of India. Now judged by this test let us examine any 
(‘use whhih has been recently started, no matter whether the prosecution 
has ended in conviction or otherwise. There can be no doubt — not the 
slightest doubt — nor the slightest suggestion was made anywhere in any 
of those cases that there was any reason for any apprehension that the 
speeches made were likely to lead to violence. There may be one or 
two exceptional cases, of which I am not aware, but I have examined 
several cases and in none of them can it be honestly said that there was 
the slightest chance of Iheir causing any breac^h of peace. If this is the 
test, and if Government would accept this test, I am afraid there would 
be no answer to give to this motion no possible plea to make that the 
prosecutions which were undertaken were not prosecutions for trivial 
offences. So long as section 124A is there, so long as those other sec- 
tions relating to political offences stand there, Government can certainly 
prosecute, but they are not only not helpless, not only not bound to prose- 
cute, but they are acting with absolute want of discretion and want of 
prudence in instituting these prosecutions. These prosecutions — every 
one of them — give a further handle to those discontented people who are 
determined to spread discontent amongst other people. Sir, I can 
remember the I have been fairly long in politics — when pro- 

secutions for sedition were unheard of. I can remember the great 
commotion which was caused by the first prosecution for sedition for 
many years — the prosecution of Bal Gangadhar Tilak. In those days 
the feelings of the people over those prosecutions are well known to 
many of us. Between those days and these days there is a world of 
difference and the difference, if I may say so, has been brought about 
by these prosecutions for trivial offences carried on in a most grandiose 
style which give to these oases an importance which they do not deserve. 

I say, Sir, that the Council would be acting with a full sense of respon- 
sibility if they give 'iheir fullest support to^this motion. 

Mni SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: This is a subject. 
Sir, on which every block in this House should speak. Because the 
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seotini^t is universal in the matter and everyone ought to speak 

•if. PRESIDENT: I uin very sorry. I have to adjourn the Coun- 
cil for prayer. \ou can speak after we re-assemble. 

[At 4-35 p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 4-45 p.m.] 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, 
Sir, as I was going to say, this is a subject on which every shade of 
opinion in this House ouglit to speak out, considering tlie iini>ortance of 
the matter and considering the universal sentiment that is prevalent in 
the cwntry. Sir, this (juestion of prosecution for trivial political 
offences has assumed very great importance to-day. This fact cannot 
be denied by Government, hef-ause we find that these prosecutions are 
leading the country from bad to worse. Sir, I believe that not even 
a member of the European community, who to-day is so indifferent to 
the as])irations of Indians, wJio to-day does not even care to read one 
Indian pai)er with his morning tea, would be able to ignore the condition 
of tliis country prevalent to-day. If they persist in this jadicy of 
indifference, tliey will forfeit their right to be heard mi any Indian 
question. 

Now, Sir, the question of policy Jias been raised in this discussion. 

I submit that the majesty of law is often as much vindicated by the 
enfor(‘ement of law and order as by abstaining from doing so. This 
q'uestion of policy, if it is analysed, will be found to be opposed to the 
question of juincijile. It may be that on principle, in every case in 
which the law is violated, a prosecution may have to be launched, but 
policy may dictate otherwise. Expediency may dictate otherwise. We 
are living in very exciting times to-day, and, therefore, it is not at all 
unlikely, it is not at all unnatural, that those who have got to use the 
public platforms to-day should at times exceed the limit which has been 
set by law. But if there is such a case, if there is to be a prosecution, 
in every such case of teidinical transgression of the law, the condition 
that would prevail in the country can better he imagined than des- 
cribed. We find, Sir, that in sonic glaring C'ases of prosecution which 
have been laum hed, tlie whole (‘ountry has been thrown into a vortex of 
agitation. I believe that but for these prosecutions the political atmos- 
phere would have been much quieter. I do not believe that Government 
really wants to see the whole country thrown into tremendous agitation 
such as we have witnessed. Indeed, Government do not know their own 
minds. They believe that by launching these prosecutions they can cow 
down the pe(y)le. But they are mistaken. For Bengal — or for that 
xnatter India-^wdll not be cowed down by such a course. The people 
of Bengal will not hesitate to assert their own opinions and rights on the 
platform as well as in the press. 
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liir, I hoy the expression “Would to God we eould see ourselves as 
others see us’* is u sound one. We wish the (joverhment could see them 
as we all see them. We are here, Sir, not as the enemies of Government, 
for otherwise we would not have been here. We want to voice the senti- 
ment that is prevalent in the country to-day, and being here what we 
desire is tliai Crovernment should be carried on without any very great 
trouble or embarrassment. It is for that reason, I believe, that my 
friend, Mr. Fazl-ul Huq, has brought this motion forward to apprise 
Government of the real state of affairs, to warn Government of the 
<‘‘on8equences which these prosecutions would lead to. I consider that 
it is up to us to advise Government once for all that even when we 
transgress the law in some respects, it is advisable, it is expedient, not 
to go on with these prosecutions. Sir, I repeat once again that we are 
living in very stirring times. We do not know what the morrow will 
bring to us; so it is up to Government to be patient, to be circumspect, 
and not to go headlong with these political prosecutions. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion. 

Mauivi 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 feel that I ought 
not to have supported this motion of my friend Mauivi Fazl-ul Iluq, 
bec^ause, Sir, I am already under arrest, under an order promulgated by 
the District Magistrate of the 24-ParganaH. So, Sir, I shall be very 
cautious. I sliall use measured words as far as possible in sui)porting 
this motion. Sir, I want to know the resources of Government. As 
far as I have seen from the budget, it is only Rs. 11 or 12 crores. 
political prosecutions go on increasing like this and if thousands of 
rupees are spent on them, if Rs. 20,000 or more is spent on the case of 
Babu Subhas Chandra Bose and others, I say that this Rs. 11 or 12 crores 
will shortly be exhausted. I want to know the financial resources of 
Government and the capacity of their jails. I know. Sir, that in the year 
1921, when indiscriminate arrests were made by Government, the autho- 
rities had to provide temporary jails with wire-netting outside the town 
at Kanchrapara. New trends of tliought and new angles of vision have 
come ove!* tlm l)eople of Bengal. If shouting of Bande Mat^iram is an 
offence, if shouting of “Long live revolution” is an offence — not ordinary 
offence but a seditious one — ^and convictions are made for these offences, 
I submit that half of Bengal will be in prison, and the resources of 
Government both in money and jail accommodation will come to an 
end. I think that Fort William or the Government House will also 
have to be used as jails. The result will be that nation-building depart- 
ments like education, sanitation, etc., will be starved for want of funds, 
^o I give ar^ord of warning to Government, and hope that they will 
consider this matter carefully. 

Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; Sir, I had no mind to speak on 
this motion, but for some remarks of one of my European friends over 
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there, w)io spoke against the motion, I am very mut h tempted to say- 
soraethimg in reply. Sir, this Government, as we find from the budget,, 
emphasises the fact that they are in want of funds: they have not got 
enough funds for famine relief and other nation-building departments. 
But when the question of political prosecutions come in, Government 
is very lavish. I find, Sir, that the Hon’ble Member in charge and the 
Chief Secretary are looking at me. I remember that in the year 1927, 
when I had the honour of being acquainted with the redoubtable 
Mr. Prentice, I went to see him in connexion with the Palasipara riot 
cases in Nadia district. I remember that I represented to him the folly 
of Government in launching prosecutions in trivial cases, and I remem- 
ber also the words he told me then. But that is beside the point. 1 
know very well that the intention of this Government in launching poli- 
tical prosecutions is to strike terror in the hearts of the people. 1 know 
also that Government realise that the people of this country have come 
to love their mother-land and that they want it to be free. It seems 
that in order to stifle that spirit of freedom, this sort of prosecution is 
launched. But I want to tell my European friends that these prosecu- 
tions, be they trivial or be they serious, will never stifle the freedom 
movement in this country. I was myself one of His Majesty’s guests in 
file year 1921, and I realise, and any one who has once enjoyed the 
hospitality of His Majesty in the jails will also realise, that the time is 
coming when these prosecutions will certainly be numerous; but, Sir, 
Government is being warned in this House that how so ever large the 
number of prosecutions may be, the people will not stop short of their 
goal. 


Sir, for myself and for those who love their country and those who 
want to see their country free, I welcome these prosecnitions, but I want 
to warn Government that if they persist in launching these trivial prose- 
cutions, they will only be setting the minds of people against them, 
and this spirit of revolt will gradually permeate the masses, and then the 
situation will become very serious for them. 


0 p.m. 

Tli 0 Hoil*bl 0 Mr. A. N. MOBERLY • 1 am glad of having an oppor- 
tunity to explain the position of Government in this matter. From the 
speeches w'hich have been made one would infer that Government spend 
their time in raking up every possible seditious utterance, and that 
whenever they can get an opinion that there is a chance of a successful 
prosecution, they take it. I may assure yon, Sir, and through you I 
may assure the House that that is a completely wrong idea. The num- 
ber of seditious utterances and seditious acts which come to our notice 
would, I think, probably surprise members. The number of cases in 
which we take action is comparatively small, and we never take action 
in any case at all without considenng all the circumstances. I am not 
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»ure whether the members who have spoken intend to suggest that 
Government should abstain completely in future from prosecuting under 
lany circumstances at all, but I am perfectly certain that if Government 
were to take that line, they would be asked by everybody as to whether 
they intended to govern or not. I think that a Government which 
tolerated incitements to the public and particularly to the more inflam- 
mable portion of the public to end that Government by violent means 
would certainly deserve to be ended by such means, and it is quite 
possible that it would be ended ; but, Sir, the present Government does 
not propose to sit down and take no action whatever, though we take 
jjction only where we consider it necessary. 

I cannot agree that we sanctioii prosecutions for trivial offenc^es. 
Only two cases have been mentioned spet ifically. One is known as the 
Rajshahi case. In that case a very important principle was involved, 
viz,, whether police reporters who attend a meeting in order to report 
the speeches are to be allowed to do so or not. We could not admit that 
it rested with the people present at the meeting to decide whether their 
speeches were to be reported or not. But when, not Government, but 
the other side took the case up to High Court, we had to go there too. 
The othei* case is at present sub jtidic^, and I cannot go into the details 
of the case. It is under trial before the Special Tribunal at Alipore, 
but I cun only say that we regard that (;ase as of first rate political 
importance, perhaps the ntost important that lias come before the courts 
for several years. I do not think that the exaniples which were noticed 
by my friend were particularly good ones. Further, I may say that if 
Government are goijig to undertake prosecutions at all, it is their duty 
in the interest of the public to see that the cases are properly presented 
to the (!Ourt, particularly when an important point of principle or of law 
is involved. Such presentation is sometimes costly, but I think the 
House may trust Mr. Ghosh to see that there is no undue extravagance 
and ill fact I may mention a cabinet secret — that sometimes I wanted 
to spend ^uore money than Mr. Giiosh was prepared to allow me to do. 
I am very soiry if there is a feeling of discontent in this country about 
these prosecutions, but I think the feeling of discontent will become less 
when people know that we are not out to prosecute in every possible 
case, and that we do select our cases with a great deal of care and discri- 
mination. Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil said that we picked out three 
lines from various obscure papers in the mufassal. I have racked my 
brain over this and do not remember any such case, but there are one 
or two papers with which we eventually had to deal with. 

It has been said that the difference in the political atmosphere of the 
country to-day fromvwhat ii was some yearii ago is due to the prosecu- 
tions which have been instituted. I would ask the House to conri^^ 
whether the truth is not that the increased number of prosecutions is 
due to tbe different atmosphere of the country. It has been suggested 
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hy Maiilvi Shamsufidin A^ed that oiir object is to strikii^lerror into 
the hearts of the people. We have no such desire, all that Wf desire in' 
that as far as possible the law should be observed. The law prohibits 
people from bringing Government into hatred or contempt. I have 
not the sKghtest objection to Gfovernment being attacked for not carry- 
ing out certain measures, even in good-naturedly contemptuous way, 
as was done yesterday, but Government is bound to protest if it is 
attacked in h way winch shows a desire that it should be ended by 
revolution . 

I beg to oppose the motion. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Docs the Government 
undertake to lay down the principle that there should he no prosecution 
except where there is actual violence? 

The motion of Mr. A. K Fazl-ul l(n(| was then put and a diviaipn 
taken with the following result : — 


MmiMl, Maulvl Shamtuidin. 

All, Mauivi Haasan. 

All, Mauivi Syad Nauthar. 

•akati, Mauivi tyod Majid. 

Bal, Mr. tarat Ciiandra. 

Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Debandra Nath. 
Banarji, Mr. R. 

■annerjaa, Babu JItandralal. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Baau, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Baau Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Maaa, Mr. S. M. 

Chattarjee, Mr. B. C. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kithori Mahan. 
Ohaudhuri, Dr. Jiogandra Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Alimui* 
zaman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Athrafuddin. 

Chaudhury, Mauivi Nural Abaar. 
Ohewdbury, Haji Bad! Ahmed. 

Oawwdhury, Maulvl Abdul Obani. 

Daa, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 
luaufji, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan, 
ratiullab, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Dliaaa, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 

QiiIm, Babu ProfuHa Kumar. 

Hahim, Mauivi Abdul. 

HatlMmy, Maulvl tyad daiahiddln. 

Haqua, Kazi Cmdatful. 


Caiaalti, Mr. A. 

CBaudhtiri, Kban Bahadur Maulvl Maftzur 
Rahman. 

Clurh, Mr. I. A. 

CdiMn, Mr. O. J. 

Mr. a It 
MMB, Mr. A. J. 
t d i aa n , Mr. ft. A. 

ftdfU RU i , tht Man'Ma fCtam Bu h a iur 


Hottain, Maulvl Muhammad. 

Huq, Khan Sahib Maulvl BaMul. 

Hua, Mr. A. K. Pazl.Ul. 

KaHm, Maulvl Abdul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muaztam Ali. 
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lai Muhammad, HaJI. 

Maltl, Mr. R. 

Mitra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Mttkh^adhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Obandru. 
Nas, Babu Suk Ul. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aziiur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur. 

Rai Mahatai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray Cbawdbury, Babu Satlih Chandra. 
Rout, Babu Hoaanl. 

Roy, Babu Satyandra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Praaad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. iallaaarar Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Shanti Shakharaswar. 

Ray Choudhurl, 9abu Ham Chandra. 
Saadatullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Sahpna, Babu Satya KInkar. 

Samad, Maulvl Abdua. 
faraar, Dr. Sir Nilratan. 

San OupU, Or. Naraah Chandra. 

Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 


OanguH, Rai Sahib Suall Kumar. 

Qhaah, Mr. M. C. 

Ghumavl, ttia Manila Aihadj Sir 
AbdalfcaHm. 

Ouha, Mr. P. M. 

Cumcr, Mr. 0. W, 

Hasi, «>'• 

Naaaln, flawab Mualiamif, Khan Ba ha du r , 
Nuaauhi, Mauivi Utufut 


K. ft. M. 
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Wliipi, Mam# AMII. 

Nar^ Um Mr. A. 

tlM sir Frovatli CtiiHHltr. 


Mattiali, Mr, Mukunda Bahary. 

Naft MiviraiMl B. A. 

NatlmiHldlii, tba Hen’Ma Mr. Kmaala. 
Pinnall, Mr. L. B. 

BrwitiM, Mr. W. 0, R. 

Ray, tlif Hon’bl# Kumar ihlB Blitkfcar- 
•a war. 


May CBaadlrarif Mr. K. M. 

Mom, Mr. 0. F. 

Barkar, fir daftmatli. 

Sarfcar, Rai taliib RaBati MaBaa. 
fan, Raj Sahib Akahoy Kumar, 
•taan, Lt-CoL N. B. 

Stavana, Mr. H. t. E. 

Thompaon, Mr. w. H. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4 , 

Wardaworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 59 .and the Noes 38, the following motion was 
oairied : — 

‘That the demand for Rs. *3,18,000 under the head ‘22G. — Civil Secre- 
tariat — Judicial, Political and Appointment Departments^ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to draw attention to popular discontent at the policy of Gov- 
ernment in launching prosecutions for even trivial political offences).** 


5-15 p.m. 

The following motions weie (called but not moved: — 

Mr* A* Kt FAZL-UL HUQ: “That the demand for Rs. 7,000 under 
the head ‘22G. — Civil Secretariat — Finance, Commerce and Marine 
Departments — I’ay of officers on special duty’ be refused.” 

Rai Bahadur SATtSH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: “That the demand 
of Rs. 8,000 under the head ‘22G. — Civil Secretariate — Reserved — 
Temporary Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. *3,000.” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 98,300 under the head ‘22G. — Civil Secretariat (Reserved) — Pay 
of Officers’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (as a protest against the appointmenj 
of Assistant Secretary of the Finance Department on a scale of pay higher 
than what is fixed for roiTesponding posts in other Departments of the 
Secretariat).” * 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 41,000 
under the head ‘22G. — Civil Secretariat (Reserved) — Allowances, 
Honoraria, etc.’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy followed in 
accommodating clerks sent to Darjeeling in Government quarters and 
elsewhere).’* 

tabu 4ATINGMA NATH BA8U: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 8,88,50Q« under the head “JJ2G.~^ivil Secretariat^ 
Rwrved” be reduced by Rs. 10 (to raise the question of general 
retrenchment of administrative expenditure, specially in the Reserved 
Departments). 
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Sir, when the new system under the Government of Didia Ac^* 'of 
1919 Was started, we commenced with an elaborate and expensive system 
of administration which was partly inherited from the previous system 
and was partly a new system. . Since then, year after year, we have been 
told that there has been no expansion of the revenues of the province. 
But except for the Retrenchment Committee of 1921, there has been no 
real attempt on the part of the Government to take note of the fact that 
the revenues are not expanding. There has on the other hand been a 
tendency, and a strong tendency, for expenditure to grow. We have 
also been repeatedly told that the sources of revenue assigned to this 
province are not elastic. We are now, Sir, on the eve of a great change. 
We do not know what is going to happen; but we can take it as a fact 
that ordinarily the revenues which Bengal is likely to have under any 
new system will probably not be such as will leave us sufficient funds for 
the working of those departments which mean moral and material pro- 
gress and real advance to the people. Those that have discussed the ques- 
tion of Bengal’s claims for more money with administrators and with 
leading politicians belonging to other parts of India have found that 
though there is no antipathy towards Bengal, there is a great lack of 
sympathy for various reasons. The Permanent Settlement of Bengal is 
said to be one of the reasons. In order that Bengal may have the 
money she wants, so that she may not remain relegated to the 18th 
century as she now is, Bengal wants very much more money than she 
has now, and in the ordinary course is likely to have under any new 
system. It is, therefore, necessary that the Government should com- 
mence thinking about recasting the administrative machinery and 
reducing the cost of it. We must have more money, as we cannot 
remain satisfied year after year in this second quarter of the 20th century 
with having only 20 per cent, of our people literate, with having our 
health neglected in the way that it has been during the last hundred 
years and with having our small industries and home industries neg- 
^cted in the way they have been. Any Government that desires the 
real welfare of the people should not only note the present needs but 
should ^ook ahead and should lay the foundations for a better life for 
the next and succeeding generations. That unfortunately has not been 
the course of administration in Bengal. I therefore suggest, Sir, that 
the Bengal Government should not only take steps to retrench but 
should take steps to recast the machinery of administration. They 
should take up the work immediately, if Bengal is to make any 
progress, and she is not to remain where .she has been for the last quarter 
of a century. The Government should take note of the fact that the 
world is progressing by leaps and bounds all around us, and the people 
of this province cannot remain satisfied and will not remain satisfied 
with staying where they are. The sooner a note is taken of that fact 
and the administration is regulated on the basis of that fact, the better 
it will be for all concerned. Otherwise there will be not only discontent. 
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but there will be constant friction. The duty of the administration is 
not only to keep order but also to look to the future and see to the 
welfare of the people, to see where the people are going. If an adminis- 
tration does not look to that, that administration has no justification for 
having f harge of the conduct of affairs of the country. I trust Govern- 
ment will take note of the serious discontent that their inaction during 
the last 10 years has caused. I have referred to the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee. But so far as the recommendations of that committee are con- 
cerned very few of them were given effect to. If the recommendations 
had been given effect to to the full extent, there would have been simplifi- 
cation of the administrative machinery. Government should look to 
the people and not to the machinery only. The welfare of the machinery 
is no doubt one of the things that is necessary in order that the machi- 
nery may work for the good of the people, but there does not seem to be 
any reason why the needs of the people should be neglected. 


Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, 1 whole-heartedly support 
the motion moved by my friend Mr. Basu. The top-heavy administra- 
tion is responsible directly and indirectly for the discontent which is 
now pervading not only amongst the educated and intelligent section of 
tlie population but amongst the masses. People ask for what purposes 
the taxes are raised. Is it for benefiting the people or for benefiting 
a very selected few? The members of the Coupcil when visiting their 
<;()n8tituencies have always to look small when these questions are asked, 
simply because the only answer which we can give is that taxes are 
raised for maintaining this top-heavy administration. Sir, the two 
provinces of Bengal and of Bihar and Orissa were a few years ago ruled 
by one Lieutenant-Governor with three Executive Councillors, the offices 
of the Executive Councillors being created only a few years ago. Now, 
in place of two or three, how many have we got? I think thirteen. 
There are eight in Bengal and five in Bihar including the two Governors* 
My friend, the Iloirble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, yesterday defended* 
the offices of the Executive Councillors on the ground that formerly 
there were a few members of the Legislative Council and there was no 
responsibility to Council members. I was really astonished at that 
defence. I have no personal knowledge of the administration during 
the last 30 years of the last century, but judging from recorded history 
one would emphatically say that there was more sympathy, more out- 
look of things and more discretion on the part of the Executive than 
it is now. I was also sorry to hear his defence that he owed his position 
here under the Government of India Act. Sir, why was the policy of 
taking in Indiana as Executive Councillors initiated? It was to advise 
the heads of provinces on the true situation in the country. Sir, has 
any of our Executive Councillors, and I mean Sir Provash particularly, 
done it? Sir, the cost of another reserved department is rising up every 
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year by leaps and bounds and. it is the Police Department. Not only 
fresh appointments are made but all the latest amenities of life, vii., 
first class buildings, motor cars, etc., must be provided for them. Sir, 
unless Bengal retrenches and that to a great extent, she would find that 
for ordinary requirements of administration additional heavy taxes 
would have to be imposed, and fresh taxes would mean a province with 
the whole population from the big landlord to the cultivating raiyat 
discontented and disaffected. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I rise on a point of order, Sir. 
Does this matter arise out of the demand “Civil Secretariat — Reserved?" 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point J' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, the sum that 1 am asking 
for is meant for the pay of officers, establishment, allowances, 8up]>lies 
and services, contract contingencies, etc. It concerns people like 
assistant secretaries and clerks and has got nothing to do with the 
members of Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Am I right that you take exception to the 
member’s remarks regarding the Executive Councillors 

The Hon’bfe Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you are right. But I think Mr. Hoy's 
remarks were not wider than those of Mr. Basil. Strictly speaking, the 
member should not i*efer to the Members of the Executive Council. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, one of the main problems 
^ of administration in Bengal is the problem of retremdiment and if the 
rulers (;an tackle that problem to some extent it would be going a great 
length towards a satisfactory state of administration. 

Sir, immediately on the inauguration of the Heforms a Itetrench- 
ment Committee was appointed hut unfortunately not much heed was 
^ken of that report. Was it a report made by a hand of agitators or 
irresponsible critics? It was a report presided over by a very able 
member of the Indian Civil Service and having in its personnel such a 
bSM as Sir Hajendra Nath Mukherjee, like whom there is no other 
economist, commercial or administrative. 

4 have heard my European friends telling us with a grave face that 
ibis country is losing commercial credit owin^ to the unrest increasing 
day by day. I would ask them the question if the commercial credit 
of this province would increase, if it comes to the verge of bankruptcy. 

1 would ask our administrators only to pay a visit to the mercantile 
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houses in Clive Street and see how cheaply they are inn. They have 
no secretaries, no under-secretaries, no assistant secretaries, no head 
assistants and no registrars. 

Is the present costly administration suited for a country where a 
majority of the people do not get two meals a day and where even a 
University graduate cannot get a billet of Rs. 30 per month? 


6-30 p.m. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 think the Hon'ble Sir 
Provash Chunder Mitter who was pleased to compliment me for being 
thoughtful about the purse of the tax-payers will agree with me when 
1 say that he should show the same thoughtfulness and induce his 
C/olleagues of the Executive Council 

Mr PRESIDENT: Please keep in mind the ruling that 1 have just 
given. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Yes, Sir, 1 am strictly 
confining ray remarks to the Secretariat, 1 was saying, Sir, that Sir 
Provash Chunder Mitter should try to induce his colleagues of the 
Executive Council and the Ministers to stick to the same principle of 
economy. Sir, I am not one of tho.se who think that the administrative 
expenditure of Bengal in gross is very excessive. It is not. A country 
of this size in other parts of the world spends a great deal more but it 
also earns a great deal more. Our complaint is not against the total 
amount of expenditure, but against the proportion that it bears to the 
direct work for the welfare of the people. Sir, Government exists 
primarily, if not exclusively, for the benefit of the people and admini- 
strative expenditure is only justified to the extent which is absolutely 
necessary for doing this work for the benefit of the people. But w^t 
do we find in this noun try? Wherever a single pice is spent, a single 
rupee is spent for any beneficent purpose a hundred rupees will perhapn 
have to be spent for spending that one rupee for that particular benifift 
It is the absolutely ridiculous want of proportion between the admMn* 
strative expenses and the beneficent activities of Government, agai%t 
which we complain. Let the Bengal Government expend ten times^h^ 
amount which they are spending for administration but the am^uiil 
which they are spending on administrative expenses should be represealM 
by at least ten timea'the amount spent for the benefit of the country If 
you judge it . by that tes^# by the proportion which this money bea^^ 
the money that goes back to the tax-payers in the shape of efficient 
service, in service for their welfare, the Government of Bengal cannot 
Stake a good showing. That is the complaint made ever since the 
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Reforms were started, and in the new>born enthusiasm of a new Govern- 
ment they appointed a Retrenchment Committee. It sat for a long time, 
discussed the details of administration in every department and made 
a report recommending a certain amount of reduction in expenditure. 
Well, what has become of that report? It will not be true to say that 
no recommendation of that committee has been accepted. Some of the 
recommendations have been accepted but I think I am perfectly justi- 
fied in saying that the report as a whole has been relegated to the region 
to which hundreds of reports of committees of Government have gone, 
to the lumber-room perhaps where it will rot till it rouses the interest 
of some inquisitive antiquarian of the thirtieth century. That is not 
the way to do business. I do not pretend to be familiar with the pro- 
cesses of the Secretariat but I know enough of it — having had for some 
years occasion to come in contact with the Secretariat — I know enough 
of it to say that the Bengal Secretariat has not, at any rate during all 
the time that has passed since then, done anything to repudiate the 
description of similar offices by Dickens as a circumlocution office. I 
know that there was a request made by a particular college for an 
additional grant of Rs. 250 for an almirah, some time in August. That 
recommendation came through the variohs stages and about the end of 
the financial year, in March, the head of the college was asked whether 
he could do with Rs. 150. That is the way in which work in the Secre- 
tariat is done and that is the reason why the expenditure is so great. 
If the various stages through whic^h correspondence has to pass are got 
rid of I am perfectly sure that an enormous -reduction in expenditure 
could easily be made. That reduction is feasible in numerous ways was 
shown at the time of the War when retrenchment of all sorts was found 
to be possible, which could not be thought of before. What has 
happened to-day? Are we so flush of cash. Is Bengal overflowing with 
funds that no thought requires to be paid to questions of retrenchment? 
On the contrary the financial position of Bengal being what it is, I 
should expect every Executive Councillor and every member of this 
House to be wide awake to the supreme necessity of retrenchment, and 
most of all the Indian Members of the Executive Government who are 
:Avare of the feeling of the people in these matters and some of whom 
ImYe given strong expression to their feelings when they were not in 

office. 

■ 

KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: Sir, I wan in this Council 
‘m t£ie beginning when the reformed Government was introduced. You 
remember, Sir, when there was a proposal to impose three taxes 
mpon this province— I believe it was in 1922— Lord Ronaldshay, then 
(memoT of this province, came here to this assembly and assured us 
that the jute tax was sure to be allotted to Bengal and we are asked to 
rest assured that as soon as that would be done the proceeds of the three 
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taxeft would W net apart for the ^lation-biiilding departments. But 
what has beeh done, SirK Has that assurance of Government been keptP 
What has been done during these ten years? If there is no tdiance of 
an expansion of revenue we ought to cut our coat according to our cloth. 
If you have no money you must be very frugal and very (tareful of your 
funds, and resort to retrenchment. A Retrenchment Committee sat 
upon the finances of Bengal and made certain proposals, but, Sir, how 
many of their recommendations have been given effect to? We are 
crying ourselves hoarse from the very beginning for reduction of Govern- 
ment’s expenditure. In the beginning there was some money in our 
treasury for the development of education and sanitation but a large 
amount of it was swallowed up in the hist year of the reformed Govern- 
ment. Next year Rs. 1 J crores had to be raised by taxation and another 
taxation, I mean, an education cess which w’ould be also very heavy, is 
still staring us in the face. If that money could be saved tliere would 
be no necessity for imposing another tax for education. It has been 
admitted, Sir, that primary education is a necessity but how to bring 
about this desideratum? There is nothing in your store. Whenever 
any proposal is brought forward for the nation-building departments the 
excuse is that Government have no money. The result is that educa- 
tion is suffering, agriculture is suffering and no development in any way 
of our resoun'es is possible. 

Then how are we to go onf It ie higli time that there should be a 
warning given to and censure passed on Government for not paying 
heed to the proposals of retrenchment often made by us and for always 
taking shelter upon some hope never to be realised ; but, on the con- 
trary always fresh proposals are being put forward by them for taxa- 
tion. If we go on in this way there will be no end of it. We suggest 
that this reformed Government is no good to us; we suggested a dissolu- 
tion so that we might go to the country for their opinion whether the 
Government of this country should be carried on in the way in which it ^ 
18 being carried on at the present time. How the Meston Settlement 
was arrived at we do not know but we sent a deputation to the Govern- 
ment of India to allot more money to us to relieve us of the heavy con- 
tribution to the Government of India. But that was only considered 
and nothing more resulted from it. 


5-4d p.m. 

No attention is paid to proposals for retrenchment, and we are always 
going in for proposals for which we cannot find money. So, Sir, I 
heartily support the mfflion moved by my friend Mr. Basu. I Hiink 
it is high time we expressed our disapproval of the way in which 
Government is being carried on. 
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IteMivi 8YED 4ALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 be^ to nupport 
the motion and in doing so I shall give some facts. As a sort of preamble 
I will say that when we ask for any money for the Education Depart- 
ment, we meet with a curt refusal, the usual reply being the stringency 
of fund. When we ask for money for public health and sanitation, the 
reply of the Finance Member is not more generous. When we ask for 
fund for water-supply and medical improvement, tlie usual negative 
and cold response comes from the Finance Department. In fact all 
public demands for money for the advancement of public causes liave 
been, with very rare and honourable exceptions, opposed tooth and nail 
by the department which considers itself as the custodian of the public 
finances in this province. But how extravagant is this Finance Depart- 
ment, and how ruthlessly this department deal with public finances, 
will be apparent from the treatment of their own dei)artment. In re|)ly 
to Babu Hoseni Rout’s question the Hon’ble Finance Member has said 
that it was found necessary to appoint the assistant secretary and that 
also on the high rate of pay of Rs. 900 in the scale of Rs. 500 — 50/2^ 
1,000, i.e., with several advance increments above the initial pay of 
Rs. 500. I will presently show that there is no necessity for this post 
ftot to speak of appointing him on this unusually high pay which is 
not drawn by any of the assistant s»»cretaries in the entire Secretarial. 


Before the introduction of the present reform Government, there 
were 68 assistants in the Finance Secretary’s office. Now, that is after 
the Reform, there are 79 assistants. This shows that work of the 
department has increased by 11 per cent. The department which preach 
and sermonise economy to other riepartments, specially the nation- 
building departments, can, therefore, sensibly and according to all 
principles of administration, claim only corresponding or proportionate 
increase in the number of its officers. But instead of that it has 100 
per cent, increase in its administrative staff. Before tlie Reform there 
were four officers in the department, viz., one Member, one Secretary, 
one Under-Secretary and one Registrar. We have now, i.e., after the 
Reform in their places seven officers permanently, viz., one Member, 
one Secretary, one Under-Secretary, one Registrar, two Deputy Secre- 
taries and one Assistant Secretary. Sometimes their number is further 
increased by one or two special officers. Thus at this particular moment 
we have, in addition to the seven pennaneiit officers mentioned above, 
one special officer and one Additional Deputy Secretary, i.e., altogether 
nine officers against four in the pre-Reform days. If the volume of 
worh in a department is determined by the number of assistants, 
employed therein, as certainly it is, on the statistics and figures to 
which I have already referred, there is absolutely no ground for so many 
officers in the Finance Department, far less for an assistant secretary 
and for his appointment with several advance increments above the 
initial pay in the scale of Rs. 500 to Rs. 1,000. 
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Sir, if with nearly 100 per cent, mcrease in the number of officers 
against only 11 per cent, increase of clerks, which shows the real 
increase in the volume of work in the Finance Department, the officers 
in that department cannot manage affairs there and still feel it neces- 
sary to create an additional post of assistant secretary as they have done, 
it is high time that without further wasting public money so scandalously, 
they should relinquish their charge to some other abler hands and betake 
themselves to some other business where they can display their ability 
more gloriously. 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I came here prepared to reply only 
to the motion on the paper, that is to say, in regard to the establishment 
on the reserved side of the Secretariat. But the discussion has taken a 
much wider turn, and perhaps I may be permitted to answer on more 
general lines. Tlie first point that does not seem to me to have struck 
this House is that, since the institution of the present reformed Govern- 
ment, the volume of work has increased enormously. I think that every- 
one connected with the new Government and acquainted with the state 
of affairs prevailing in 1919-20, will agree with me. We may take t^ 
case of this Council. Before the present Council was constituted, it 
consisted of only 27 elected members; now it has 114 elected members. 
The Secretary, Mr. Bartley, could give us — if I had known beforehand 
of this general discussion, I could have got them — figures of the number 
of questions asked in 1920, and the number of questions asked last year; 
the number of resolutions moved in 1920, and those moved last year; 
the number of pages in the Hansard containing the speeches then and 
now. Surely, that alone, as members must realise, entails a great deal 
of extra work in the Secretariat. 

Now, apart from the Secretariat, remarks have been made regarding 
increases elsewhere. I would ask members to think as to what has 
happened in the mufassal offices. Since the new Government has come 
in, we have district officers supervising general elections, district boa^ 
elections, etc. The whole system of union boards has been introduced. 
I have no personal experience of the working of these — ^members all 
know better than I do—but I am informed that that alone means a very 
considerable increase in the mufassal work. All this growth means a 
continued increase in correspondence, and the development of new 
departments. Take, for instance, land revenue. The Hon'ble Member 
in charge informs me that even tauzi work has increased very much, 
the number of states has increased as well as the number of separate 
accounts. One has got to remember all this in discussing this question. 
If you go in for a flibre popular system of* Government than you had 
before, the volume of work is bound to increase, and the estabUshment 
must increase accordingly. 
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Bip only wisli" I had had n:otioe of the points to be raised in this 
dison^ii^, as in that case I could have brought figures to prove my 
oonteAtion conclusively. 

Sir> let me take the next point, retrenchment. Mr. Basu, who moved 
this motion, said that no notice had been taken by Government of the 
fact that expenditure was increasing in spite of the fact that our revenue 
was stationary. Sir Provash and I have just been refreshing our 
memories. When we returned from Simla on the deputation in Septem- 
ber, 1921, to interview His Excellency the Viceroy, Lord Beading, as 
regards the Meston Settlfment, we were father despondent of success. 
We reported accordingly to His Excellency Lord Roiialdshay. The 
Governor immediately ordered a cut all round, and in November, 1921, 
so far as I can remember, we were able to make compulsory cuts amount- 
ing to something like Bs. 89 lakhs, and Lord Bonaldshay himself 
announced that in the Council Chamber. We were not satisfied with 
that, however, and we brought forward the taxation bills in 1922, by 
which we hoped to increase our revenue by one crore and forty lakhs of 
rupees. Owing to various circumstances, such as trade depression and 
others, our hopes were falsified. This Council pasajipd those bills. 
Even then we saw that we could not make ends meeh Government 
again considered the position and ordered a ten per cei^t. cut all round. 
That was done in the autumn of 1922. I am not quite sure about the 
figure, but I think that cut came to somewhere near Bs. 70 lakhs. 
Meanwhile, the Retrenchment Committee was appointed in Lord liyUon’s 
time. That Committee sat and made certain recommendations. These 
two cuts that I have just mentioned anticipated their recommendations 
to a considerable extent. Then when their report was submitted to 
Government, I can assure you. Sir, and through you the members of 
this House, that we took up every paragraph of the report, studied it 
carefully, and the final conclusions come to by the Finance Department 
were submitted on each separate recommendation to the Government as 
a whole, and Government as a whole had to come to a decision. Now, 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said that a copy of that report together 
with a statement of the action taken by Government thereon should have 
been sent to every member of this House. That is exactly what Govern- 
ment did. Government supplied a copy to every member of this House, 
and another pamphlet, I think it was called the Bed Pamphlet, contain- 
ing the detailed conclusions come to by Government, was also circulated 
to the members. I do not think any one can say that Government did 
not keep the members informed of the different developments. Dr. Sen 
Gupta in the course of his remarks, said that it was i|p to me to induce 
my colleagues and the H<m*ble Ministers to restrict their expenditure as 
much as pbssible. I can again assure the members of this House 
through you. Sir, that that point is always carefully considered. This 
volume that I have here with me contains all the schedules of the several; 

U 
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ciopftrtiBdnta, schedules approved by the Finance Department but which 
it was found impossible to /?ive effect to. I have shown this book already 
to ^Ir. Basu, and I am prepared to show it to him ap^ain. It contains 
the j)roposal8 for extra establishment of practically eveiy departtucrii 
of Government, all complaining of over-work and unde i -staffing. 
Practically, every one of these demands has been refused, and I know' 
that certain departments — I think the Laud Revenue Department is one 
of them — have liad big schemes for extra establishment in view and have 
given up spending any more time on working them up, because they 
know perfectly well that it is no use putting in a schedule. In the 
present budget, on the reserved side, Government have admitted very 
few items of extra establishment. One is the establishment in connec- 
tion with the Sundarbans Forest Division'. They have also sanctioned 
a few clerks in the Wards Branch of the Board of Revenue office, 
because more estates have been taken in, and the work is more than the 
present establishment can deal with. 

6 p.m. 

It is to be remembered, however, that all this extra expense will be 
paid for by the estates under the general rate. Xo expense falls on 
Government, An additional staff and an increase of pay have been 
sanctioned in connection with the Borstal Institution; this is in accord- 
ance with the Act. As the number of inmates goes up, the staff has to 
go up also. There is also an increase in the number of female warders 
in the Central Jails at Dacca and Midnapore and in certain District 
Jails. Tliere is some additional staff in the Motor Vehicles Depart- 
ment which will be more than paid for by the increase in receipts. The 
Bengal Government's share on account of an additional Marine Surveyor 
and his staff will be paid for by the increase in fees. .These are the only 
increases in establisliment in next year's budget. 

Mr. Basu finally recommends that we should take into considera- 
tion the recasting of the administration with a view to cutting down 
expenditure on establishment and thereby getting more money. I 
suggest that it'^wiuld be quite useless for us at the present moment to 
go into this question until we see what the Statutory Commission is 
going to recommend. That Commission may recommend a complete 
change in the whole Secretariat system. It may recommend the 
abolition of Members altogether, it may say that Commerce should be 
joined with Industries, and Marine to go to the Government of India. 
It may recommend putting all the High Courts directly under the 
Government of India. How can we recast our administration until we 
know the recommendations of this Commission? I therefore suggest 
to the mover of the »^otion that he should leave the matter over until 
we know what the recommendations of the Statutory Commission are. 

The motion of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu was then put and lost. 
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following motions were called but not moved; — 

nU Bahadur 8ATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: ^^Thnt the demand 
of Rs. 49,000 under the head ‘22H. — Civil Secretariat — ^Tnuisferred — 
Education Department — Pay of clerks* be reduced by Rs. 1,500.** 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ^ That the demand of 
Rs. 63,000 under the head ‘22H. — Civil Secretariat — ^Transferred — 
Education Department* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the 
failure of the Education Department to reorganise the superior educa- 
tional services' in Bengal).’* 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI; <^That the demand 
of Rs. 71,300 under the head ‘22H. — Civil Secretariat — Transferred — 
Local Self-Government Department — Pay of clerks* be reduced by 
Rs. 1,300.** 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, since sending notice 
of this motion I had a conversation with the Chairman of the Jessore 
District Board and we agreed to sit round the table and discuss this 
matter. In view of this fact I do not wish to move the motion standing 
in my name. 

The following motion was therefore not moved : — 

“That the demand of Rs, 88,000 under the head ‘22H. — Civil Secre- 
tariat — Local Self-Government Department* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
draw the attention to the unsatisfactory condition of the management 
of the Jessore District Board).’* 

The following motions were called but not moved ; — 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdl; “That the demand 
of Rs. 53,000 under the head ‘22H. — Civil Secretariat — Transferred — 
Agriculture and Industries Department — Pay of clerks* be reduced by 
Rs. 7,000.** 

Miaidvi TAMIZUDDfN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 14,000 
under the head *2211. — Civil Secretariat — Transferred — Allowanc^es, 
Honoraria, etc.’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy followed in 
accommodating clerks sent to Daigeeling in Government quarters and 
elsewhere).** 

Maulvl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; “That the demand of Rs. 81,000 
under the head *221.— Board of Revenue* be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to criticise the policy followed in appointing managers of estates under 
the Court ef Wards).** 

Mr. A. K. PAZL»UL HUQ: **That the demand for Rs. 2,88,000 under 
the head *22K. — Commissioners* be refused.** 
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1^ SA'^ENDRA MATH ROY; “That the demand of Re. 2,88,000 
'Itoder^the head *22K. — Commissioners’ be reduced by Rs. 36,000.” 

Msuivi ABDUL KARIM S ^‘Tbat the demand of Rs. 2,88,000 under 
the head ‘22K.— Commissioners’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention 
to the report of the Retrenchment Committee in which they recommended 
the abolition of the post of Divisional Commissioners).” 

Dfs AM ULYA RAT AN CHOSE S I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 31,00,000, under the head ”22L. — District Administration — Pay of 
officers” be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000. 

Sir, the expenditure under this head can be greatly reduced by 
substitution of subordinate service officers for provincial service officers 
and this had been recommended long by the Retrenchment Committee 
of 1924, but up till now nothing has been done by the Government to 
give effect to the said recommendation. Sub-deputy magistrates practi- 
cally do the same thing as the deputy magistrates do so we can get the 
same work done by the deputy magistrates at a reduced expenditure. 
Moreover, we know that in most of the districts experienced deputy 
magistrates cad well manage as acting district magistrates the same 
work done by the I. C. S. district magistrates and hence if the senior 
deputy magistrates are allowed to manage the administration of districts 
the heavy expenditure under this head will be reduced to a great extent. 
There are many small districts in Bengal, and if two small districts are 
amalgamated into one there would be good deal of saving under this head. 
The expenditure can be further reduced if the niimber of honorary 
magistrates is increased and if they are given sufficient powers as are 
-given to deputy magistrates and sub-deputy magistrates. Thorough 
establishment of village self-government of an improved scale will also 
save the people from paying heavy expenditure under this head. It is 
a pity that the Government does neither pay any heed to the retrench- 
ment committees nor to the representations by the people. With these 
few words I move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000 only. 

Mauivi TAMliUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 12,94,000 under the head ”22L. — General Administration — Pay of 
clerks” be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy followed in recruit- 
ment of clerks). 

Sir, the question of {fivinjr the different communities their proper 
share of representation in the public services of the country has a good 
deal of opprobrium attached t» it on account of the fact that a section 
of our oountryitien has been incessantly decrying the policy of recog- 
nising communal claims in this matter. It is gratifying to note, how- 
ever, that in spite of such protests which 'are made very often by 
interest^ persons. Government has recognised the necessity of appoint- 
ing a fair number of persons from each community to the public services. 
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It very refreshing to note that only the other diy 4^ aueteer to 9 
questnp the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly stated that so far as ihe baahward ^ 
and dej^ressed communities are concerned their claims are now beiii|^ 
carefully examined by the Government. It is only hoped that Govern- 
ment will come to a satisfactory conclusion and the backward and 
depressed classes will be given their due. Now, Sir, I intend to refer 
to the policy followed by Government in appointing Muhammadans to 
the ministerial offices. That policy is embodied in a Gh)vernment 
circular, which says that the minimum of 33 per cent, of the appoint- 
ments should be given to Muhammadans, provided, of course, qualified 
candidates are available. That circular served its purpose well so long 
as the number of Muhammadans was below 33 per cent, in the ministerial 
service, but since in most of the districts the proportion has come up to 
33 per cent., the circular is being misinterpreted. The circular says 
that the minimum number of Muhammadans is to be 33 per cent., but in 
actual practic.e it is interpreted that 33 per cent, should be the maximum. 
Therefore, as soon as the percentage of is reached, very little attention 
is paid to the claims of the Muhammadan community. It was never 
the intention of the circular that the percentage of Muhammadans should 
not exceed 33. Therefore, it seems to be high time that the circular 
should be revised. 


There is another reason why I think that the circular should be 
revised. The Muhammadan oommiinity has made great strides in 
education since that circular was issued, and qualified Muhammadan 
candidates are more available now than at the time when the circular 
was issued. We have seen that in administrative appointments 
Government has decided upon a polic.y of giving 45 per cent, of the 
appointments to Muhammadans. We all know that administrative 
appointments require far higher qualifications than the ministerial 
appointments. Therefore, if in the administrative service Muham- 
madans can t>e given 45 per cent, of the appointments, there is no reason 
why only 33 per cent, should be reserved for Muhammadans in the 
ministerial service. The circular is not properly interpreted. Because 
there is that words '*33 per cent,,*’ in the circular it is interpreted that 
that is the number to which Muhammadans are entitled, and that is 
the reason why in most of the districts the number of Muhammadan 
clerks is not much above 33 per cent. Therefore, I think Government 
should revise its policy and should see that the Muhammadans do 
actually get their proper share, I would also request the Hon ble 
Member in charge to issue a fresh circular on the subject. 

[At 6-15 p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled mi 6-25 p.m.] 

Tlia Honlrta Mn A. N. MOBERLY S These two motions. Sir, com# 
•omewhere belw^a my hon’ble colleague, Sir Provarii Chunder MittWy 
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and myself. I propose to say a little on the subject and 1 hape no 
*^oubt that he will cross the t’s and dot the i’s where necessary^ The 
first proposal is that the demand of Es. 31,00,000, pay of officer, that 
is to say of officers of the Bengal Civil Service (Executive) who hold 
listed posts, and of deputy and sub-deputy collectors, be reduced by 
Bs. 1 lakh. As far as I could follow the mover’s argument, it was 
roughly this: deputy magistrates do the same work as officers of the 
Indian Civil Service: therefore the officers of the I.C.S. should be 
superseded by deputy magistrates. Sub-deputy magistrates do the 
same work as deputy magistrates: therefore deputy magistrates should 
be superseded by sub-deputy magistrates; honorary magistrates do the 
same work as any other magistrate; therefore the stipendiary magis- 
trates should be superseded by honorary magistrates. In other words, 
honorary magistrates should do all the work of the administration; ani 
Government will have to pay nothing at all. That is an attractivjp 
proposition, but I am afraid i< is not practical. At any rate, even 
it were practical, I do not think we could give effect to it during tlufe* 
financial year 1930-31, so as to save a lakh of itipees. As a matter of 
fact, from year to year, it will be found that more and more deputy 
inagistrates are placed in charge of districts. The question of sub- 
deputy magistrates doing the work of deputy magistrates has been very 
carefully considered. A committee sat in 1925, which was presided over 
by Sir James Donalld, of which meml>ei'8 of the Bengal Civil Service 
and of the Bengal Junior Civil Service were members. The committee 
reported on the matter and the report was very carefully considered by 
Government and the decision which was eventually arrived at after 
much discussion was that the present system should continue. 

I will now pass from that subject to the question of Muhammadans. 
The question of the pn>portion of posts to be held by Muhammadans 
was settled also in 1925, and a circular w'ns issued. It is now suggested 
that the circular should l>e revised as regards Muhammadan ministerial 
officers in district offices, that is to say, in collectorates; but this is a 
part of a muc'h larger question. The question of the proportion of 
Muhammadans htta to l)e considered in every department and if a 
change is nmde in one deportment it may have to l>e made in all the 
others. 

As legards the particular case of Muhammadan ministerial officers 
in district offices and collectomtea, orders were issued to commissioners* 
that at the time of their inspections they should pay special attention 
to the question as to how far the circular was being carried out, and 
what should l>e dpne to ensure that the proportion came to 33i per cent 
I was myself a Gonimissioner at the time, and during my inspectioBS' 
I did go very carefttjty into the question in the districts in my 
division. We get reports from the commissioners and we pay great 
attention t>> the carrying out of the instructions of the eirotdar; We 
find that there has been a steady improvement since then. I miy 
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inforSfeith^^ m<*.mbers of this Council that in most districts the per- 
centagAof 33 J has been more or less worked up to. There is no reason 
whatev^ why when there are more qualified Muhammadan candidates 
than will gi\e the percentage of 33J, they should not he appointed. 
The nierahers of this House will remember that in one division in 
which the pioportion of the Muhammadan population is very high, 
the Commissicnei has been making efforts to impress upon the district 
officers that, where the number of qualified Muhammadans is much 
more than per cent., more appointments should be given to them, 
fudging from the questions which have been put on the subject, I am 
not; quite sure that his action commended itself to all sections of the 
House. 

* The first is not a token cut, hut I think I have disposed of it. The 
'second is a token cut of Re. I, moved with a view to criticise the policy 
oA Government in this matter. I think. Sir, that the explanation I 
Jiave given will commend itself to the House and will be generally 
.^^pcepted. 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; Sir, my task 
is comparatively simple after my hon’ble colleague has dealt with the 
general question. As regards Br. Amulya Ratan Ghose’s cut of Rs. 1 
lakh, I may say that in the Revenue Department we Imve to deal with 
matters like tauzi, partition, cess revaluation, settlement and record-of* 
rights and so on. When we see that the work can he done by a sub- 
deputy collector, the work is not done by a deputy collector and we 
alwaj's have a strict eye on economy. I can assure my hon’ble friends 
that no money is wasted and that if the cut of Rs. 1 lakh he passed, 
then the administration may come to a vstandstill. I do not think that 
it necessarv for me to emphasise any further points after what has 
been stated by the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly. The (juestion of doing all 
the work in the Revenue Deparimeiit by honoraiy workers does not 
arise and if honorary workers l)e willing to work perljaps those workers 
themselves would welcome honorary work as what they could perhaps 
make from honorary work may prove to Ije better than that from paid 
work. But what about the public with whom they will deal in revenue 
iqatters? 

As regardvS Maulvi Tamis^uddin Khan’s amendment, the Hoa’hle 
Mr. Moberly has dealt with it in detail and I may tell the mover that 
in our Board’s Micellaneous Rules, we have a special rule, in which 
the, specific attention of officers is drawn to the decision of Government 
on this matter. As* the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly has explained, great 
attention is paid to that rule by officers and it is seen whether officers 
in dealing "trith these matters act according to the orders of Govern- 
ni^ti In the Revenue Department we have not got anything to do 
F^Ptieularly with thd question of policy. Government come to a cer- 
tain deciitioii and we always follow that decision. 




Tbe motions were then put and lost 



*‘That the demand of Rs. 31,00,000 under the heaa " 

Administration— Pay of Officers’ be reduced by Es. 1,00,000.” 


‘‘That the demand of Rs. 12,94,000 under the head ‘22L. — G«n«rai 
Administration— Pay of clerks’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise.^h# 
policy followed in recruitment of clerks).” 

lift PRESIDENT* I will have one dipcussion on items 
179. ' 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mft Ai Kt FAZL-UL HUQs “That the demand of Rs. 3,80,000 * 

the head ‘22L. — General Establishment — Travelling Allowance^ * 
be refused.” ^ * 


Dfi AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 3,80,000 under the head “22L. — General Establishment — Travel- 
ling Allowances” be reduced by Rs. 10,000. ' " 

Sir, in moving this cut T beg to draw the attention of the hon^ble 
members of this House to the fact that these travelling allowna<i|ia 
occupy over a crore of mpees out of 11 <‘rores or so of the budget esti- 
mates. These travelling allowances, contingencies and such thing| are,»,f 
growing up year after year. As regards these travelling al1ow^|j|Bje« . 
and contingencies, it was mentioned in the Retrenchment Commrtife|>^>^ „ 
report that these travelling allowances should be retrenched ns faf ' 
possible. Tt was in answer to a question put about the year 1924^ 
a reply was given that as the railway fares were enhanced 
travelling allowances had gone up. But the railway fares have 
down now and are considerably less than what they were in previous 
years. But fl^i^d^mates have not come down, rather they are 4hd 
increase. Sir, these travelling allowances for the highly paid dllf^rs 
can l)e ill-afforded by the poverty-stricken people of Bengal. They 
drawing fat salaries and at the same time they demand big allowanAid^ i 
for travelling. Since railway fares have come down consid^^bly ' 
officers for whom these travelling aUowances are going to be 
are quite able to pay their own travelling allowances. I do not^Jcno^t 
nor caa I understand, why such a big estimate shoyld be sanciio4^«il^|i^^^, 
them. I have, therefore, suggested a cut of Rs. 10,000, a very^pdllt^^^^ 
amount in comparison with the sum of Rs. 3,80,000 asked for. 
sum IS reducfed I th^ili^ it will not materially alFect those for jj^^wn 
thhse allowances are going to be provided. On the contrary 
v^ill be of immense service to the welfare of tSe people of 
This cut of Rs. 10,000 and another cut of Rs. 5,000 und^^#^m ^ 
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Jb^^llilit together will make a big gum^and can be ntiliaed 

f<nr 4 purpose. Sir, our country is suffering from poverty^ 

lib^ia'Biine. Only yesterday we heard how much we requii'e irriga- 
how much for want of proper irrigation work agricultui'e is 
supping. Districts and villages remain waterlogged; public health 
caMsI^ be looked after and in face of this you are going to gi^nt 
i^yelling allowances for all kinds of business necessary and unneces- ' 
as well as on contingencies; on this establishment and that and 
f^ thousand kinds of establishment under Government. This sort of 
we cannot recommend and therefore I have moved for a cut of 
r 10,000. I think, Sir, it is a ver>^ small cut and the Hon’ble 
aietober in charge of this department will do wdl to show a good spirit 
io the people by accepting this cut. 

IbB Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If it were a 
qi^tion of showing a good spirit to the people I would have gladly 
aj^pted this motion but perhaps my friend Dr. Ghose who is new to 
hig work does not realise that instead of showing good spirit to the 
people it will be rather bad for them and for these reasons: We pay 
very much more than Rs. d, 80,000 in salary for officers. If these 
o£cers do not inspect their subordinate offices it is at any rate likely 
ibbt the suboidinate officers will do their work less efficiently. So 
the expenditure paid in salaries will not be properly utilised for 
good of the country. 

Then Dr. Ghose made the astounding statement that travelling 
aHfVwance covers a crore of mpees and I hope 1 did not make any 
^t^ffitake in hearing him. If he thinks so he is under a delusion; it 
^%at be a very serious delusion indeed. 


If. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: Gn a point of information. I 
at travelling allowance plus contingencies. 

'UjbB Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Even then I 
t!|ftdc it must be very much less but the diffi<'ulty arises in dealing with 
#cut like this when the hon’ble member travels beyond the immediate 
At page 105 I find that the demand is Rs. 8,80,000 and the cut 
ia^or Rs. 10,000. If he had given us the slightest notice of his inten^ 
tioiiiof travelling beyond the immediate point I could have collected 
^all ,lhe figures. I was just going through the figures of the variou# 
'IM^Ijrtinents and I find that the total travelling allowance will not 
lirbAps be more than Es. 18 or 20 lakhs for the various departments— 
muting like one crore. I doubt very much if contingencies will 
pw up anything like Rs. 80 lakhs. The travelling allowance i§ 
with care and Dr. Ghose is not right in saying that as rail- 
fai^ have gone down we ought to reduce the travelling allowancje 
t|he officers get 1 S/5th of the actual railway fare and so; 
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if the railway fare goes down the travelling allowance automatically ^ 
becomes less. Whatever we pay we pay on the actual railway fare 
and Government have framed rules on the subject on that basis. If 
instead of moving this cut in this House he would have come over to 
my offline or to the Finance Department /then certainly he could have 
got more definite and specific figures. The House will see that the 
actuals of 1928-29, were Rs. 3,74,359 and the figure for this year has 
been raised to Rs. 3,80,000, and I am sure that if after this infomiatibE 
this demand is cut by Rs. 5 or 10,000 the administration will nof go 
to pieces but the work costing about a crore of rupees or more in salaries 
will be badly done. I hope that in view of the explanation given by 
me the member will withdraw his motion. * 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was then, by leave of ihd 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: ‘‘That the demand for Rs. 60,000 under 
the head ‘22L. — General Establishment — ^House rent and other allow- ^ 
ances* be refused.^’ 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ; I beg to move that the demand f«r 
Rs. 2,06,000 under the head “22L. — General Establishment — Remunera- 
tion to copyists” be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the desirabi-* ^ 
lity of placing the remuneration to copyists on a fixed salary basis). 

I wish to wsay just a few words in bringing this motion before the"^ 
House. For years past a sort of agitation was going on amongst tto ^ 
copyists of Bengal to draw attention to the fact that there is a wide* " * 
spread desire on their part that their remuneration should be placed 
a salaiied basis. The question of economy has been considered 
as far as I am aware it has been found from the point of view of 
economy that it would be more desirable that these copyists, instead of 
being paid af tb« of the work done, should be placed on the salaried 
basis. This question has been discussed over and over again in t^hift 
very Council and arguments for and against it are well known and 1 
do not wish to waste the time of the Council by going over them ov^r;^. 
again. I simply put the motion before* the House to raise a question 
and to see if Government will be prepared at this stage to reconsider . 
their decision and place these copyists on a salaried basis. 

Tho Hannito ilr FROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: From 
point of view of e^enditure this point is of greater importance to 
Judicial than to the R^nue Department and as a cut in the Reven^ 
Department has come first I will deal with it. So far as I remcmiber^ 
recently we decided to examine the proposal about improvetnent of iha 
remuneration of the copyists but we do not propose to gite i 
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fijce^lliklary : I am sure liou*ble members will realise that if we give 
ibenlA fixed salary for job work we will get less work from them but 
if w# give them remuneration for the work they do, if a man is indu8> 
trioits be will earn more. « 


The main pioimsal is that there should he a fixed pay. To that we 
are definitely opposed but we are considering the question of raising 
their remuneration. 

The hon’ble members should remember that they have a provident 
fund"* also. 

'With these obseiwations I beg to oppose the motion. 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: In view of the remarks made by the 
Hon’ble Member I am prepared to give Government further time to 
reconsider the ciuestion of increasing the remuneration of the copyists 
and I ask leave of the House to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was called, but not moved: — 

]Mr. A. K. FAZL«UL HUQ. **That the demand for Rs. 4,00,001) under 
*tbe head *22L. — General Establishment — Landhuds’ fee — Establish- 
ment’ be refused.” 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: I l>eg to move that the) 
demand of Rs. I, *39, 000 under the head ‘*220. — Discretionary^ grants by 
heads of Provinces, etc.” be reduced by Re. 1. 

At the outset I should .state that I do not bring forward this motion 
to show any disrespect to His Excellency or to cast any reflection what- 
soever on the administration of the fund placed at the dispersal of His 
Excellency. My intention is simply to draw the attention of the 
House and also emphasise the principle rather than mere details, 
Wbat is the principle on which w’e make grants? Is our duty finished 
when we vote a certain sum for a particular department? I think we 
tnre' expected to scrutinise expenditui-e and if we find that a sum that 
we have voted under a particular head is mi.sspeiit we are entitled to 
bring the miitter to the notice of the Council and in rase of grave mis- 
management to bring a vote of censure. What is our position in 
l^gard to this grant? Under this head there is an item of Rs. 40,000 
allotted to Hih Excellency the Governor. Are we entitled to criticise 
bo# His Ejxcellency spends this sum? Are we even entitled to discuss 
His Excellency’s actions in this matter? 

lir. MESIOiNTf Order, order, you are not allowed to do that. 
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Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHAREtWAR ROY: Yes, that is the positioiu 
4^nd if that is the position why are we expected to share the respon^ 
^^sibility in connection with this grant? Why do you not make it non- 
votable so that our responsibility may cease, and His Excellency may 
spend the money in any way, this being no concern of ours? 

Mft PRESIDENT: Order, order. I must stop you, but I may 
point out to you that you have not taken a correct view of the real 
position. You may always discuss the merits or demerits of a parti- 
cular grant, but you cannot introduce in that fashion the name of His 
Excellency the Governor into the debate. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR ROY: My comment is this: 
After all Governors are human beings, and I hope you will concede 
that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The member must obey the 
Chair or resume his seat. His remarks have nothing to do with the 
motion before the House. 

The time limit fixed for this demand has been reached and I must 
put all the necessai'y motions forthwith. 

The motion of Mr. Shanti 8hekhareswar Roy was then put and 
lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 1,03,84,000, as amended by the Coun- 
cil, be granted for expenditure under the head ‘*22. — General Adminis- 
tration/’ was then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit under the head “22. — General Administration’’ 
having been expired the following motions were not put: — 

Maulvl AfMIIJL KARIM: “That the demand of Rs. 1,03,84,000 
under the hea(* ^.—General Administration’ be reduced by Rs. 5 (to 
discuss the top-heavy^ administration).” 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: “That the demand for Rs. 1,03,84^000 
under the head ‘22. — General Administration’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
draw attention to the popular complaint that the present top-heavy 
administratioi. is too costly to be borne by the straitened finances of 
the province).” 

Mr. MUKUNOA SENARY MULLIOK: “That the demand of 
Bs. l,03,84,000^under the head *22. — General Administration’ be reduced 
by Ee« 1 ^general policy mth reference to backward classes).” 
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il^. «ARAT CHANDRA BAL: "Tliat the demand of Rs. 1,03,84,000 
the head *22. — General Administration* be reduced by Be. 1.’* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As His Excellency the Governor is ffoing to 
address the Council to-morrow, members are requested to l)e at their 
seats 5 minutes before time. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m., on Saturday, the 
22nd March, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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PriMtiilings of tho Bongai Ugislativo Council atsomblofl imdcr tbo 
provisions of tho Govommont of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Saturday, the 22nd March., 19*30, at 10*30 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Baja Manmathv Nath Kay Chaudhuri, 
of San tosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 105 nominated and elected 
members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, I am very sorry that 
I have to announce to you that His Excellency is unable to come and 
address you this morning. His Excellency very kindly sent for me and 
I had a talk with him on the subject. In the course of that conversation 
His Excellency repeatedly asked me to tell you how very sorry he him- 
self was for not being able to come. At present he is not in a position 
to make the statement he wanted to make. He will, however, address 
you either on Monday at 5-30 p.m., or on Tuesday at 3 p.m. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

24.— Administration of Justice. 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberiy): On the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor, I ]l)eg to move that a sum of B-s. 86,68,000 be granted for 
expenditure und^ the head “24. — Administration of Justice.” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I beg to move that the demand for 
Bs. 12,000 under the head “24B. — Law officers — Pay of officers — Stand- 
ing Counsel” be refused. 

Sir, I may say at once to the Council that it is a purely economic cut. 
I have considered the position and in the view that I take of the matter 
I am convinced that it is possible to have the w'ork done, which is now 
ordinarily being 3one by the Standing Counsel, at a less annual expendi- 
ture than Rs. 12,000::^ As the Council is perhaps aware, the Standing 
Counsel is required to conduct prosecutions in the court of sessions in 
the Original Side of the High Court and most of these prosecutions are 
of a very ordinary character. I am sure Counsel may be willing to 
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acc^ftt ^bnef for the prosecution on behalf of the Crown for a lower 
reu^tneration than what the Standing Counsel generally wants to have. 
In these circumstances, I would request Government to try the experi- 
ihent and see if this work cannot be done more economically by engaging 
counsel as occasion arises instead of having the Standing Counsel on a 
salary of Rs. 1,000 a month for the purjmse. The Council is also aware 
that there is a superfluity of law officers in the High Court. There is, 
in the first place, the Advocate General who gets a fee of Rs. 3,000 a 
month, plus something extra when he is engaged geneially to appear 
on behalf of the Crown in what are generally (nlled political prosecu- 
tions. But, ordinarily, ahliough he gets Its. 3,000 a month, he is left 
free to fill his pocket by ac<*epting private cases. Any one who pays a 
casual visit to the High Court will find that the Advocate General spends 
very nearly the whole of his time in attending to his own private cases. 
Then there is the Standing Counsel, the Government Advocate, the 
Deputy Legal Remembrancer and so forth. The amount of work that is 
done in the High Court by these officers is not of such a magnitude as to 
require the paid services of so many law officers. I am therefore pro- 
posing to the Council that this amount should be refused and that 
Government be empowered in some way which I need not suggest at the 
present moment — it is a matter of adjustment of accounts under the 
same major head — to carry on the work by occasional payments to such 
lawyers as may be engaged to do this work. 

With these words, I commend this motion to the consideration of the 
House. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. M. C. Ghosh): Sir, I may be permitted to state that the hon^ble 
gentleman who has moved this motion thinks that we can save some 
money by abolishing the post of the Standing Counsel. I will first state 
the duties of the Advocate General and of the Standing Counsel. The 
Advocate General is the principal law officer of the Government of Bengal 
ns well as of the Goveniment of India. His duties are to conduct with- 
out fees, for the salary of Rs. 36,000 a year which he gets, all original 
suits which are conducted or defended by the Government of Bengal or 
the Government of India in the High Court. In all these eases the 
Standing Counsel, without any fee, acts as his junior; as the Advocate 
General is by virtue of his office a King’s counsel, he may not appear 
without a junior in the High Court and the Standing Counsel is his 
permanent junior. I may say that this portion of their work is by no 
meqns small. The Standing Counsel in addition to this conducts all 
murder eases in the High Court Sessions; in addition he conducts all 
important <mses in the High Court which the Local Government may 
require him to do. The hon’ble mover, however,' thinks that we may 
get this work done at a less cost. I may giv^ only one instance. A few 
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• months ago a certain Chan^re^jll5countaiit trfts proseliuletd for ^deifying 
certain ac(‘ounts and in this prosecution the Standing worked 

for about one month without any fees. Any private lawyer whomfcl 
might )mve employed in this case could not have been obtained at l^s 
than 20 gold mohurs a day. If- a calculation be made my any hon’ble 
member, he may find how we could have saved money thereby. 

Then, it is said that there is a superfluity of law officers. It is true 
that we have the Advocte General as our senior law officer and the 
Standing Counsel as his junior. Then we have the Government Coun- 
sel to conduct smaller cases. This appointment was made a few years 
ago on the ground of economy, as it was found that by employing parti- 
cular counsel for particular cases Government had to spend a good deal 
more than by appointing one Government Counsel at a fixed salary. 

Then, the hon’ble mover spoke about the Deputy Legal Remembran- 
cer. He does not work on the Original Side. His work is entirely on 
the Appellate Criminal Side of the High Court. He has to work every 
day for many hours on the Appellate Side and his work is so heavy that 
frequently he has to employ other laM^yers, with my sanction, to kelp 
him in his work. I do not think, Sir, that any economy would be efle^d 
by abolishing the post of the Standing Counsel. 

Mr. E. €. ORMOND! I rise on a point of order. Am I right in 
saying that as this is a reserved subject, the motion which suggests that 
this House shall refuse the grant is out of order? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think Mr. Ormond is not right. 

The motion of Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul lluq was then put and lost. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I beg to move that the demand |or 
Es. 42,QQ0 under the head ‘‘24B. — English Law Officers — Pay of 
— Solicitor ^ ^||Qiyernment’* be refused. 4; 

This motion is in principle very similar to the one which I have just 
moved. I may point out to my friend, Mr. Ormond, on the opposite 
bench that so far as this budget is concerned, even in matters relating 
to reserved subjects 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not go into that. I have already 
ruled him to be out of order. His mistake was so apparent that 
explanation necessary for its correction. In the very fao^^^ it 
Mr. Ormond’s pointy of order was not maintainable. He was, perkt^ps, 
thinking of section 72D (3) but that does not apply in this case*% On the 
other hand, it is not the whole demand but an item of a demsmd which 
the motion attacks. 
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IC^AlDUW’JIUQ; the Goverameiit Soli- 

I know that Goveniment has got k Wge volume of busiuess tc 
inuivact iti the High Court and connected court®. But my point is that 
IMs work can also be done more economically than by paying such a 
high salary to a particular solicitor. I have consulted several of my 
friends, who are practising attorneys, and they are of opinion that the 
ealary that is paid is much too extravagant for the work that is done, 
I would therefore ask Government to consider and try the experiment of 
having occasional work done by requisitioning the services of persons 
who have no permanent employment and then compare it. The amount 
that would be spent in this way would be much less than the high rate 
of salary which is paid to a particular firm of solicitors. It may 
appear that these two small cuts are insignificant in themselves. But 
I propose the principle because it is by saving money in small matters 
that you ultimately save a large sum. I am sure the Council will agree 
with me that we should (o-operate and do our best in trying to minimise 
expenditure. I am therefore suggesting to the Government all possible 
means of economy. It is only for the purjicse of emphasising certain 
matters that I have put these two motions before the House. 1 maintain, 
that whatever may have been the case as regards the Standing 
Counsel, the case of the Government Solicitor is much worse. I would 
again request Government if they would not try the experiment I sug- 
gest of not having a paid solicitor but doing o<'cnsional work by paymeitt. 

Mr. M. C. GHOSH: I entirely agree with the principle enumdated 
by the hon'ble mover that we should do our best to ensure economy in 
paying our law officers. Rut I am afraid he is mistaken in thinking that 
if we abolish this post for which we pay Rs. 3,500 a month and engage 
a solicitor as occasion requires our cost will be much less. I may say 
that the Government Solicitor gets a salary of Rs. 3,500 a month and 
a j^rtion of that salary is paid by the Goveniment of India and a small 
jpM^ion is paid by the Assam Government for their work in the Original 
'Si#e of High Court. The Government Solicitor conducts the entire civil 
legal business of the Government of Bengal, of the Assam Government 
and of the Goveniment of India on the Original Side of our High Court. 
He advises on all criminal work of the departments of the Government 
<of India located in Calcutta, for which a portion of his salary is paid by 
them. He advises the Government of Bengal in all cases connected with 
^conveyances and leases of a complicated character referred to him by 
Hie Legal Remembrancer of Bengal as also by the Legal 
Rjpmembrancers of Bebar and Orissa and Assam, This advisory 
work is going on continuously. I can assure my friends that 
as Ijogar Remembrancer I have occasion to consult the Government 
Solicitor frequently. If instead of getting this work done hy him free, 
I hnye to consult another solicitor and pay him, the cost will exceed 
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tlie salary which is paid to the Govemineiit S<mcWr. Th«relm oii the 
ground of economy we are doing better by paying Rs. 3,500 a month to 
the Government Solicitor than by getting the work done by lawyers ah 
occasion arises. 

The motion of Mr. A. K. Fasl-nl Huq was then put and lost. 

Mr. A. K. FAIL-UL HUQ: I beg to move that the demand for 
Rs. 70,000, under the head “24B. — Law officers — Legal Remembrancer 
— Fees to Pleaders^’ be refused. 

Sir, in this case I have been induced to bring forward this motion in 
view of the fa(;t that although there is this demand, sufficient information 
has not been given to us why this item is required and for what purpose. 
Under the head ‘'Payment for advice to law officers” we find there are 
various items and there is no sufficient explanaiion why this demand has 
been made. It is more for the purpose of eliciting information than for 
the purpose of taking objection to payment under a particular head that 
I have submitted this motion. I hope there will be some explanation 
forthcoming so far as this item is concerned. 

Mr. M. C. CH08H: Sir, this item of Rs. 70,000 — Fees to Pleaders 
— as my hon’ble friend will see is part of two portions of fees paid to 
pleaders. This portion relates to Government officers. By Government 
officers we mean those lawyers who get a retainer from us. This por- 
tion of fees is paid to the High Court lawyers, viz., the Advocate General, 
the Standing Counsel, the Government Counsel, the Public Prosecutor 
of the Police Court and the Government Solicitor. These are all part- 
time officers of Government, that is to say, there are certain stated duties 
which they do without any fee ; but if they are asked to do extra work, 
they are entitled to a scale of fees. For instance, the Advocate General 
conducts all cases on the Original Side without any fee, but when in 
certain big cases we require his services in the Appellate Side we have 
to pay him. In this connection I may state that our Advocate General 
works for us, wheii ire employ him, at 30 gold mohurs per diem, whereas 
Mr. Sircar, the present Advocate General, charges private parties even 
60 gold mohurs per diem. My friend will see how by paying a fixed 
salary to eminent lawyers we save money to Government. This amount 
of Rs. 70,000 is meant for extra payments made for extra work to the 
Advocate General, the Standing Counsel, the Government Counsel and 
the Public Prosecutor of the Police Court — the latter gets extra payment 
for doing work under the Indian Companies Act. The Government Soli- 
citor gets extra ^yment for defending Calcutta Police officers when 
people bring civil acticp against them on the Original Side. This sum 
of Rs. 70,000 has been allotted under this bead for the payments I have 
mentioned, though I may assure my friend that I have been trying to 
nave as much public money as is possible under this head. 
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aini NARENORA^tlMAR BAStI: In thn column below the item 
‘‘Fees to Pleaders — Rs. 70,000’* there is an item of Rs. 12,000 for fees to 
pleaders (other than Government servants). Then I find there is a next 
item “Rs, 45,000 — Charges for conducting law suits.** May I enquire 
of Mr. Ghosh what these charges mean P 

Mr. M. C. GHOSH: This ilem of Rs. 12,000, as I was saying, is paid 
“to lawyers whenever we employ them in the High Court and these are 
lawyers other than those who get a retainer from us. For instance, if 
I had to engage my hon’ble friend Mr. Basu in a c>ertain appeal, I 
would pay him out of this sum of Rs. 12,000. Our work often becomes 
so great that we are compelled to employ outside lawyers and this sum 
is by no means excessive for the purpose. 

As for the item “Charges for conducting law suits — Rs. 45,000,** it is 
not for payment to lawyers but it is for stamps, paper-books and other 
legal costs. 

The motion of Mr. A. K. Fa«l-ul Huq was then put and lost. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 2,32,000 
under the head “24B. — Legal Remembrancer** be reduced by Rs. 21,500. 

I find Rs. 2,72,000 estimated for next year as against Rs. 2,50,000 this 
year, and in my opinion, this increase of about Hs. 21,500 should be 
refused. 

I move this for two reasons, first again to record our protest against 
the growing expenditure for political prosecutions, and secondly to 
protest against the futile policy behind them, and to suggest a remedy. 

As regards the first point, I need only recall the eloquent words of my 
esteemed friend Mr. N. K. Basu yesterday in this House. As he So 
truly pointed out, such trivial prosecutions defeat their own object first 
by giving a far wider publicity than what the offending article deserves, 
and secondly by giving the accused an opportunity of becoming cheap 
martyrs. I will not dwell on this further. 

My only excuse in bringing forward the motion is that it affords me an 
opportunity of speaking on the second point — to point out the futility of 
the policy and to suggest a remedy. I want the Government tu look 
at the matter from another and a new point of view. Why do respectable 
well-educated people talk or wrile what the Government regards as sedi- 
tion? What is the spirit animating them? Is it not a deep love for 
the country and a growing sense of despair? Is it not a burning desire 
to raise their country P How can the Government stop this by prosecu- 
tion? Do they hope to keep back the rising tide of nationalism with 
a mop? Have they succeeded in their efforts? 1 say emphatically 
“l7o,*’ if success is to be judged by the growing number of sedition 
cases. No, Sir, Government will nevef succeed in choking the spirit of 
freedom, for “ we go marching on.“ 
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^ ^ TJiat being so, what is the remedy? I, as^a friend o# Govemment, 
and one deeply interested in promoting the peace and prosperity of my 
country, venture to suggest a more effective remedy. Why not, 
instead of suppressing sedition, go to the root cause that leads to sedi- 
tion and remedy this? Why not, as a change, try the spirit of love? 
Why not let the people feel that the Government is their friend, their 
ally in their efforts to raise India to the forefront? Why not call him 
who has allowed his tongue (or his pen) to run away with him, and say 
**Brother, you and I both love India and want to do our best to help 
her*’ 

Mri PRESIDENT : Mr. Bose, do you want the Legal Remembrancer 
to say that ? ( Laughter. ) 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: No, Sir, I want the Hon’ble Member to say that. 

“Brother, you preach a Gospel of Despair ; you see only the dark clouds. 
But looky behind the clouds, the sun is still shining. The outlook is 
bright, let us both together preach the Gospel of Hope, the Gospel of 
Love.” 

Sir, I believe with all my heart and soul that force is no remedy. I 
believe what that great Oxford philosopher T. II . Green laid down “Will 
and not Force is the basis of the State.” Yes, the State is based on the 
good-will of the people, and the sooner tlie Government recognises this, 
the better for all of us. 

Sir, before concluding, I crave leave to quote some apposite remarks 
made by that great lover of India, Gokhale. Twenty-two years ago, 
in a famous Budget speech Gokhale said this : — 

“My Lord, the Government will no doubt put down, indeed it must 
put down, all disorder with a firm hand. But what the situation really 
requires is not a police man* it baton or a soldier s bayonet, but the states- 
wan*s insight, wisdom and courage. The people must be enabled to 
feel that their interests are, if not the only consideration, at any rate the 
main consideration that weighs with Government and this can only be 
brought about by a radical change in the spirit of administration. 
Whatever reforms are taken in hand, let them be dealt with frankly and 
generously. And, let not the words too late be written on every one of 
them. For while the Government stands considering — hesitating, reced- 
ing, debating within itself 'to gi*ant or not to grant, that is the question* 
-—opportunities rush past it, which can never be recalled. And the 
moving finger ajrites, and having writ, moves on,** 

11 a.m. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPT^: On a point of order, Sir, 
under rules 2*39 and 240, page 287, of the Legislative Manual, these 
motions cannot be discussed, as a similar question has already been 
decided. 
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Wf* PRESIDENT: By what motionP 

Dft NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA* By motion No. 160, 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: Sir, ought not this objection to have been taken 
beforehand P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A point of oi*der can be raised at any time. 
Motion No. 160 was for drawing attention to popular discontent in the 
matter of prosecutions for trivial political offences. The present motion 
proposes a substantial economic cut and its fate cannot be governed by 
that for a token cut. I may, however, say that Mr. Bose has, in fact, 
preached two senuons, one i*eligiou8 and another political, both were 
out of place, (Laughter.) 

Mr. P. N. CUHA; Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 2,32,000 
under the head “24B. — Law Officers — Legal Remembrancer/' be 
reduced by Rs. 1(K) (to raise a discussion about the paynjent of fees to 
the Pleaders). 

My object in tabling this motion is to draw the attention of the 
Government and the House to the dispropoHionate growth in ezpendi* 
ture in the shape of the pleaders’ fees. I am not going to tell anything 
with regaid to the duties of the Government about the prosecutions 
they launch in, but what I want to tell them h that they ere spending 
much more money than what is necessary and that in a manner which 
requires reconsideration. 

Sir, every district has a Goveniiiient Pleader to attend to the civil 
cases and a Public Prosecutor to attend to the (*riminal cases of the 
Government. It is evident that these two gentlemen are unable to 
cope with the work and it is for that reason that in ever>^ district other 
pleadei's are engaged by the Government to do work on their behalf. 
There is a panel in every district and the pleaders whose names are 
included in it are selected by the Ivegal Remembrancer with th^ help 
of the District Magistrate. .There are 3 to 10 pleaders in the panel 
of a district, but in some heavy district so many as 30 pleaders find 
places in a panel. The scale of fees differs. The highest I am told 
is something like Rs. 50 and the lowest Rs. 16 a day. Sir, I feel that 
this method of engaging outside pleaders for the Government work 
sboiild be changed. My friend, Mr. A. K. Fasl-ul Huq has rightly 
pointed out that the situation can be greatly improved and a lot of 
money can»» be saved if the Government appoint whole-time lawyers. 
Why should the Government Pleader or the Public Prosecutor be 
allowed to takb private cases F 1 consider the whole system bad and 
there is much room for improvement. 
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Sir, in my younger days I have seen one Government Plelider 
managing the entire legal business of the Government in a district. It 
is evident that the volume of business has very considerably increased, 
for just half an hour ago the Government Pleader of Dacca told me 
that so many as three Sessions Courts were sitting at a time in his 
district ofp and on. One wonders if the criminal mentality of the 
people of the Province has developed with an alarming rapidity. 

Sir, in old days the Court Sub-Inspectors used to conduct cases in 
lowei cJOuHs. I do not know if the practice is in vogue even now. 
Some years back I heard that the Government were appointing some 
Law graduates as Court Inspectors. The object evidently was to 
economise the legal expense of the Government and the public hoped 
that a lot of money spent as pleaders’ fees would be saved, but to our 
surprise we find the amount increasing year after year. The whole 
thing is managed from the office of the Legal Remembrancer and I 
hold that the enormous growth in the expenditure for the pleaders can 
be checked if efforts are made to exact the maximum work from the 
pleaders engaged by the Government. The expenditure is really out 
of all proportion and I have a shrewd suspicion that the office of my 
friend Mr. Ghosh is allowing the situation to drift to distribute patron- 
age. Why not appoint whole-time lawyers in each districts Instead 
of having a panel of 20 men, have 4 or 5 whole-time pleaders, , which is 
sure to ensure economy. I am sure that the Legal Remembrancer will 
be able to bring the expenditure down to a considerable extent if he 
tackles the question with a view to ensure economy. 

Mr. M. C. CHOSH; With your permission, Sir, I would only reply 
to one point mentioned in the speech of Mr. Guha, viz., the panel 
system of pleaders in the districts. Now, Sir, in every district we have 
a Government Pleader whom we pay a retainer 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you making one speech on both the 
motions P 

Mr. M. Cl CHOSH :*No, Sir, I am not i-eplying to the general 
criticisms of Mr. S. M. Bose: I am only i*eplying to the particular 
criticism of Mr. Guha with regard to the panel system. 

The HonllM Mr. MU N. MOBERLY: Sir, I shall deal with Mr. S. 
M. Bose’s argument, but tbis particular matter is strictly within the 
oognirance of the Legal Remembrancer, and so I have asked Mr. Ghosh 

to deal with it. 

✓ 

Mr. M. C. CHOSH: Now, the Government Pleader has no panel of 
pleadero to assist him. He deals with the civil work that arises in a 
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difltlict. The Public Prosecutor gets a retainer lor conducting sessions 
cas^ and criminal appeals. As my learned friend is aware, in the 
district of Barisal, where I was Sessions Judge for many years, there 
were three sessions courts continually sitting every Monday, and even 
with that the Jail Department complained that men were kept under 
trial for six months and over. Apparently, three courts were hardly 
sufficient there to deal with the volume of criminal work. On one 
occasion, when 1 was there, we had two Assistant Sessions Judges, in 
addition to the three District Judges. In the district of Mymensingh 
there are often five sessions courts continually trying cases. I have no 
personal knowledge of Dacca, but Rai Bahadur S. C. Ghosh will be able 
to enlighten us as to the congestion of criminal work in Dacca. Now, 
it is necessary, when men have been committed for trial in a court of 
sessions, that their cases should be tried quickly. They should not be 
kept for 1) months or a year in jail without trial. For this purpose, 
when criminal cases accumulate, extra courts are constituted for dis- 
posing of them. We are continually l>eing asked to appoint more 
Additional District and Sessions Judges in several districts, so that 
they might deal with criminal cases. Our one Public Prosecutor can- 
not possibly conduct cases in different courts at the same time. Other 
lawyers are necessary to conduct cases. It is for this reason that in 
the heavy districts — not in all districts — such as Barisal, Mymensingh, 
the 24-Pargana8, and Dacca, there is a small panel of suitable lawyers 
maintained by the District Magistrate. This panel is carefully consti- 
tuted by the District Magistrate in consultation with the Sessions 
Judge. The list is then submitted through the Commissioner of the 
Division to the Legal Remembrancer, who when he finds the number 
to be excessive asks the local authorities to reduce the number. But a 
certain minimum number is necessary. These panel lawyers are not 
always employed : they are employed only when there is excessive 
work. So they take up private cases. When No. 1 in the panel is not 
available, No. 2 is engaged, and so on. For this reason, heavy districts 
like Barisal, Mymensingh and the 24-Pargana8 have a panel of 7 or 8 
lawyers each. These men have to be frequently employed. The 
District Magistrate selects the proper men, so that when suddenly an 
extra lawyer is needed, he may not be driven to the necessity of employ- 
ing a man, about whose suitability he had no previous knowledge. I 
submit that the panel is no where unwieldy. 

Then, my learned friend deplored that there were so many sessions 
courts in Dacca and other districts. This is not our fault. It is du^ 
to the fact that the number of sessions cases has increased so much. If 
crime diminishes, we shall be very pleased to reduce the number of 
courts. 

Further, I may mention that some years ago there was a decision 
by the Hon'ble High Court that, under section 360 of the Criminal 
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Procedui*e Code, as soon as the deposition of a witness is taken, it has 
to be read over by the presiding Judge in the presence of the accused. 
In my early days, this procedure was not followed. The Court clerk 
used to do this. 

11-15 a.m. 

But now since the decision of the High Court the presiding Judge 
reads over the deposition to the accused after it is taken down. This 
necessarily lengthens the duration of each trial and this is one of the 
reasons why more courts are necessary in the bigger districts. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: On a point of order, Sir. I am fully aware of 
the existing system and of the panel. All that I submitted before 
Government was that this system should be rearranged. 

Mr. M. C. GHOSH: The revision of the panel to which the hon’ble 
gentleman refers is primarily in the hands of the District Magistrate. 
Sometimes he revises the panel, and it must be left to the District 
Magistrate. I think I have dealt with the particular point raised by 
the hon’ble member. 

The Hoil^ble Mr. A. N. MOiERLY: Sir, I do not think I would bo 
wasting imich time if I deal with one motion, while Mr. Ghosh has- 

dealt with the other. The motion which Mr. Ghosh has dealt w^ith 

lies within his particular knowledge as Legal Remembrancer. 

Mr, Bose’s, on the other hand, relates to a matter of very hil^fi 

politics indeed, and really I am not competent to discuss matters which. 

ultiraately rest with His Majesty’s Government. He says, ‘‘Why don’t 
you try to meet the aspirations and desires of the people of thia 
pi-ovinceP” Of course, it is a matter which really concerns the people 
of India as a whole. I would only point out that in 1917 a pronounce- 
ment was made and subsequently reforms were introduced. Again, a 
rarlinmentaiy Otmiinission came out to enquire into the working of 
those reforms and the political situation in India generally, an3; fia 
longer ago than last November His Excellency the Viceroy made an 
announcement to the effect that the goal was dominion status and that 
representatives of the people of India would be invited to a round-table 
conference in T<ondon. I ask this House in what spirit the people of 
Bengal have accepted all these overtures. I do not think I need say 
very umch moi’e. I hope the overtures will be accepted in the spirit 
in which they were made, and that we shall have no occasion to 
prosecute for sedition in future. 

As regards the prosecution of sedition cases, I stated the policy 
of Government yesterday, and I do not think I need go all over tlio 
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same |^uiid a^ain. It is not the desire of Government to harass or 
perseonte anybody, but, as I said yesterday, when people get up and 
make speeches and when they write articles in the pi*es8, the object of 
which, immediate or ultimate, or I may say, even if that is not the 
object, the result of which, immediate or ultimate, may in our view 
be an attempt to ovei*throw by revolution the Government as constituted 
by law, then, Sir, I think we have to take such action as will maintain 
the position of Government until in the fullness of time the form of 
that Government is changed. 

The motion of Mr. S, M. Bose was, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn. 

The motion of Mr. P. N. Guha was then put and lost. 


Mfi PRESIDENT: Is there any objection if I have one discussion 
on motions Nos. 1^4 — 198? 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: **That the demand for Rs. 1,58,000 
under the head *24B. — Law officers — Mnfassal Establishment — Fees to 
Pleaders in criminal cases’ be refused.” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,58,000 under the head “24B. — Law Officers — Fees to Pleaders 
in criminal cases ’ be reduced by Rs. 10,000. 

§ir, it will be noticed that my motion urges not a total refusal of 
the grant but a cut only for the purpose of economy. We have learnt 
from our boyhood the maxim “Waste not and want not.” I think 
small cuts will not affect much the object of the grant. As I have said 
yesterday, these small cuts, if accumulated, may be better utilised 
for the welfare of the poor people of Bengal. The expenditure under 
the head “Fees to pleaders in criminal cases” is increasing every year* 
I seeth^ actuals under this head in 1928-29 were Rs. 1,08,079, but this 
year*lt^ has gone up to Rs. 1,58,000. I do not know the reasons 
for this increase. I should like to know on what data has this demand 
been increased. If the provision made last year was sufficient to meet 
the requirements so far as these fees were concerned, why should more 
money be required this year? It seems that Government anticipate 
that more eases of prosecution are likely to come up and therefore more 
money is required for these prosecutions. We have heard just now 
that the criihinal mentality of the people has increased, and, therefore, 
there is demand for more money for prosecutions. Sir, it is really 
astonishing that while Government is doing ever 3 rthing in its power to 
make the x’oople change their mentality, the mentality of the people 
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•kould become so much criminal as to demand an increase of expendi- 
ture every year for their prosecution. In fact, it is really a condemna- 
tion of the policy of Government that after so many years of 
Government’s control over the people, the mentality of the people 
should bec(*me so as to demand more money for their prosecution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not thinjc these remarks bear any relation 
to the cut proposed. What about the pleaders’ fees? 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE. In the inufassal courts petty 
criminal cases can be well conducted by court inspectors and junior 
members cf the local bar. Pleaders of at least 5 years’ standing can 
be entrusted with undefended criminal cases; the number of junior 
pleaders is very large and they can be engaged at cheap fees and briefs 
should be given to them in rotation. If the cases are properly 
considered and scrutinised before a prosecution is actually launched 
upon, the number of prosecutions will very much decrease. Prosecu- 
tions are generally based on the reports of the paid shorthand writers, 
I believe, particularly in connection with the cases under section 124 A, 
I. P. C. The shorthand writers who take down haphazardly and 
conveniently abstracts and not the whole speech, appear before the 
courts to give evidence that their reports are full and in eveiy matter 
correct as they were actually delivered by the speakers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think this has anything to do with the 
cut suggested in your motion. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: What I mean to say is that 
prosecutions based on these reports are actually launched upon with- 
out proper scrutiny of the reports, and that if the number of such 
prosecutions be reduced, much saving will be effected in pleaders’ fees. 

Mr. M. €. GHOSH: Sir, may I rise on a point of order? This 
item of expendiftirfe which the member is attacking is meant for pay- 
ment of fees to Crown’s lawyers and public prosecutors for conducting 
ordinary criminal cases, such as thefts, robberies, murders, etc. Sedi- 
tion does not come under this. Therefore, the remarks of the mover 
are not relevant. 

iibu SATIS CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir. may 1 know 
if there is a separate allotment for sedition, and if so. under what 
particular head does it oome? 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: My imint is that the number 
of criminal cases can l>e very much reduced, if there is a real scrutiny 
of the cases and all information relating thereto, before a prosecnttpn 
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is actMly launched upon. I do not believe that they stand the test 
of scrutiny. I also think that if the cases, which are at present 
conducted by highly paid senior lawyers, be in future conducted by 
the innior pleaders at lower rates of fee, justice will be equally 
administered and at the same time economy will be effected. 

Mailivi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: May we know whether Govern- 
ment has appointed a separate set of lawyers to conduct political 
prosecutions? 

11-30 a.ra. 

Mr, M. C. CH08H: Sir, this item is a mere estimate and 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I think the question was very definite. 

Mr. M. C. GHOSH: There is no separate allotment for the conduct 
of sedition cases. This is a general item out of which the costs of 
sedition cases are paid. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. A. K. PAZL-UL HUQ: *‘That the demand of Its. 6,000 under 
the head ^24B. — Law Officers — Fees to Plemlers for defence of paupers 
in murder cases’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the 
inadequacy of the provision),” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: ^*That the demand of Rs. 76,000 under 
the head *24B, — Law Officers — Fees to Pleaders in criminal cases’ 
be refused.” 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN 8ARCAR: 'That the demand of Rs. 5,39,000 
under the head ‘24B. — Law Officers’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss 
a question of policy).” 

Mr. Ms C. CHOSE: I may reply to the points raised by Dr. Amulya 
Batan Gbose. He would reduce the item by Rs. 10,000 on the groun<l 
of economy and he has also asked why when the estimate was 
Es. 1,63,000 last year it should be Es. 1,58,000 this year. The fact 
is that this is only ah estimate and it is not known whether during the 
next year this sum of Es. 1,58,000 will be spent or a less amount or more. 
It will depend upon the volume of crime. The hon’ble member has 
also suggesbNl the employment of junior pleaders of the bar at a cheap 
fee in smaller cases. This is what is aet^ly being done apd a panel 
of junior pleaders on Es. 10, 12, 16, 20 or 25 is kept for employment in 
mdler eases and we are actually making a saving thereby. 
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As for sedition cases they actually form a very small percentage of 
our total amount of crime. The bulk of this amount goes for the 
prosecution of ordinary crimes such as thefts, dacoities, murders^ 
culpable homicides and so on, and these are common crimes for which 
this amount is estimated. 1 beg to oppose the cut. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Eatan Ghose was then put and lost. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTHS I beg to move that the provision of 
Rs. l,vS4,0(K) under the head ‘‘24E. — Presidency Magistrates^ Couiis” be 
reduced by Re 1 (to ask for information about the proposed Children 
Court and to draw attention to the necessity of putting into operation 
more clauses of the Bengal Children Act). 

Sir, I shall take only a minute as my purpose is only to be apprecia* 
tive. As one of the Committee of the Society for the Protection of 
Children 1 am desired and I desire to thank those responsible for 
including this item in the budget. It is a measure of reform long 
pressed on Government by the Society, by all groups in this House (not 
least vigorously by the European group) and those who knew Col. 
Hamilton recognise in it the proof of his continuing influence on the 
work, in which he was so interested, for destitute and unfortunate 
children. The Committee, however, has one apprehension which I 
may put before the Government in this way. Just as unskilled 
teachers of infants sometimes l)egin by teaching their little ones to 
spell w(»rds like “kitten”’ and “puppies” and afterwards as they make 
progress, promote them to spell the larger objects “cat” and “dog,” so 
Government, unskilled in the needs of children, may appoint to this 
court for children an inexperienced Magistrate who after gaining his ex- 
perience and Incoming competent at the expense of the childien may be 
rewarded by promotion to deal with the larger subject matter, adults. 
We trust that if this Magistrate does become proficient he may not be 
promot#d, anyhow in that particular way. We do not know whether with 
the ap{K>intment ©i this Magistrate all work will be done by him or 
whether the services of additional magistrates, whether stipendiary or 
honoi*ary, will be I'equired. If so we hope that Government will take 
great care in future to see that any one dealing with these children’s 
cases has the re<|uisite qualities of head and heart. As a Society we 
have had to take notice of some amaxing magisterial pronouncements 
and it is very embarrassing for a philanthropic society to write to 
Government and say that magistrates sometimes do not know what they 
are talking abouC 

Lastly, I would ask^Oovemment to keep steadily in mind the advisa- 
bility of giving effect to the whole of the Bengal Children Act as soon 
as possible. When we passed that Act in this Council we used very 
glowing and eloquent language, referring to it as the children’s Oharlsr. 
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In pealing the Act we seem to have exhausted our interest. Very few 
aeotiiHie of the Act have since been put into operation and every ap]>eal 
for soxne pix) vision brings the answer — the inevitable answer — ^that 
there is no money. But when the Bill was drafted and passed through 
this Council it was known that it would cost money and it will be 
impossible to deal in any comprehensive way with the problems of the 
poor unfortunate exploited children of Calcutta, espei'inlly the children 
who are used and misused for begging purposes in the streets, until 
some one or other is given much wider powers under this Act 


Tho Hon’bln Mr. A. N. MOBERLY • 1 need hardly say that Govern- 
ment regard the whole question of the admiuistiatiou of the Children 
Act BvS a very important matter. I am glad to say that recently a 
certain amount of progress has been made. The subject falls, as I 
think I have had occasion to say before, within the purview of different 
departments. The Police, Judicial and Education Departments ai*e 
all interested and some months back His Excellency decided that in 
order that the work might as far as jwssible be co-ordinated one Member 
should be in charge of the whole subject of the working of the Children 
Act and the Immoral Traffic' Act which are closely connected with each 
other. A.s Mr. WordswoHh has pointed out, legislation was passed 
last year for the provision of a Central Children Court and we are now 
asking for funds Ut allow that court to function. I am glad to say that 
there is, in the Bengal Civil Service, an officer who was on duty in 
Calcutta some years back in connection with other work, hut who 
interested himself considerably in the subject of the welfare of children, 
and M'hen he went on leave he, at his own expense and without auy 
facilities being afforded by Government, took the tmuhle to get into 
touch with the people at Home who were doing this work, and after- 
wards to go and see what was being done not only in England hut also 
in the Continent. T hope that as soon as the Council finds the sum 
we need, that officer’s services will be available for the Central 
Children’s Court in Calcutta. The intention of Government is that all 
the work of the Juvenile Court should be done hy that one officer. I 
hope, moreover, that the system of probation, which has not been 
entirely satisfactory in Calcutta hitherto, will also he supervised hy 
him. He has had some experience of seeing the system working in 
England and I hope the work in the Children’s Court will give him 
the experience of what is needed here. We have got other work for 
him to do in Calcutta besides the work he will do in the Children's 
Court and in connection with probation. But his work in connection 
with the Ohildren’s Court and probation, and I hope with tl|^ refoima- 
tory and industrial schools, will have the first c'laim on his time and 
it is only when he is not occupied in doing such work that he will be 
given other work to do. 
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Mr. Wordsworth referred to the fact that the whole Act hae Bot 
been broui^ht into force and expressed the hope that it will be Very 
shortly brought into force. Time and again I have examined this 
question and desired to bring section 27 into force, but I found it was 
perfectly hopeless to do it until we had. got the machinery for dealing 
with children who would be brought before the Juvenile Court under 
that section. It is impossible to discriminate — ^you cannot introduce 
the section and say we will only take 10 children a month or 50 
children in the year. If we introduce the section we have got to take 
the children that come under it. Our difficulty is that we have nowhere 
to put them. The Industrial School is not very large and the Reforma- 
tory is nearly up to its fuR capacity. There was a scheme put foi*ward 
by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children for a clearing 
house. Government went into that scheme and it is now pending in 
the Education Department. I hope it will be possible for Government 
to give assistance towards the establishment and maintenance of a 
clearing house at some future date. But I regret to say that the scheme 
cannot be treated more favourably than many other schemes which w© 
have approved as there is no money at all for new recurring expendi- 
ture and so it is extremely difficult for me to press this scheme on 
Government. hat I am faced with is this : if this money is not 
spent can the Government of Bengal get along? All I can say is that 
the expenditure is most desirable but I cannot* say that it is absolutely 
unavoidable. That is the position as regards so many laudable and 
desirable schemes of which we have approved. I can only say that I 
hope later on when finances improve — I am afraid it may not be so 
even next year in which case I shall not have the pleasure of assisting 
in the matter — 1 hope when finances improve that this scheme will 
be one of the first things that the Government of the day will allot 
funds to and after seeing how the scheme works that they will be able 
to introduce further sections of the Children Act. 


1145 a.m. , 

I think, however, the Council will agree with me that regrettable 
as it is, it is no use introducing this section which will involve the 
production of a large number of children when no orders can be passed 
for their welfare. A matter of this kind ought not to be dealt with in 
the way in which tbe beggar problem is dealt with at present. There 
are a large number of beggars here and when they are sent up before 
tbe courts the couits can do nothing except to send them to jail for 
a short time or to wa^ and discharge thein when they come back 
again the next day. That is not the way to tackle the beggar problem, 
and similarly a mere extension of section 27 of the Children Act is not 
by itself the way to tackle the children problem. 
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C. WORDSWORTH; I am greatly obliged to tbe Hon’ble 
Mr. "M^feerly for his reply and with the permission of the House I beg 
to withdraw the motion. 

. Thtf motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think the House as a whole or any 
section of it will object if I have one discussion on the motions that are 
tabled under “24F./’ i.e., from Nos. 200 to 213. 

Mr. P. H. CUHA: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 14,80,000 under the head “24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay 
of munsifs” be reduced by Its. JOO (to raise a discussion about the 
appointment of the munsifs). 

Sir, I am fully aware of the fact that the Government of Bengal 
have nothing to do with the appointment of the munsifs. They are 
appointed by the Hon’ble High Court and the local Government take 
the decisions as settled facts. I therefore move this motion to request 
the Government to communicate the views of the Council to the Hon’ble 
Judges of the High Court. 

Sir, it is a well known fact that in these days all appointments to 
higher and not unoften to lower posts are filled up by competitive 
examination. Deputy Magistrates, Deputy Superintendents of Police, 
Superintendents of Excise, Assistant Engineers in the Public Works, 
Income-tax officers and in fact all such appointments are filled up by 
competitive examination, but this healthy system of recruitment is not 
in vogue in connection with the appointment of the munsifs. My informa- 
tion is that the Hon’ble High Court maintains a list of candidates and 
officiating appointments are given to men whose names are borne in 
this list. Some of them are ultimately made permanent and some go 
out of the list. The system is unsatisfactory. 

Sir, I am told that the Hon'ble the High Court has recently made 
it a rule not to enlist any one who is not a first class B.L. In its own 
way the rule is very good, but a lot can be said against it. A candidate 
by an accident, secure a first class in his B.L. Examination, but 
he may lack other qualifications 3.ssentially necessary to discharge the 
duties of a judicial officer. Sir, in old days the Deputy Magistrates used 
to be recruited by nomination, but finding the system unsatisfactory the 
Government gave it up. The competitive examination brought in men 
to the Executive service who would be ornaments to the Public Service 
of any country in the world. But for reasons best known to the Govern- 
ment, the syitem of competitive examination was again given up and 
the system of nomination reverted to as before. The experiment failed 
and ^e Government have again been compelled to revert to the system 
of competition. 
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The poet of the muneif should ie filled up competitive examina- 
tion. Candidates must have the required knowledge, they mu8t“ .1| j ^ i a w 
graduates and must be qualified otherwise, but perference must hf^^^eh 
to candidates who sec^ure high places in the competitive examij^tfl&s. 
Sir, I am not requesting the authorities to make a novel 
The Government of the United Provinces recruit their munsifa hj; e<(in- 
petitive examinations. They hold an examination every year 4^^e 
only candidates who are allowed to appear are those who possess qualifi- 
cations as insisted on by the High Court of Calcutta. AppomtsePipts 
are given to those who secure high places in the examination. I 
consider this to be a good system and it should be adopted in Bdngal. 
The present system in this Province has many defects and all that I 
can say is that however careful the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court 
may be in selecting the candidates, the exclusion of some best men is 
not improbable. 

Sir, the question of unemployment is engaging the serious attention 
of all of us. Every graduate coming out of the University is struggling 
for existence. Every one who has passed the B.L. Examination is 
anxious to get himself enrolled as a candidate for the munsifship, but 
the present system cannot satisfy the need. Those who fail to get in 
must grudge and accuse the authorities of favouritism. Such ginxigimg 
and such accusation against the High Court are bound to disappears 
only the best candidates are taken in after holding a competitive exami- 
nation. Further, this will greatly improve the tone of the Judicial 
Service. Sir, I know the matter rests with the Hou’ble High Court, 
but what I desire, as I said at the outset, is that the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department should plac e the views of the 
Council before the Chief Justice and other Judges of the High Court. 

Mr. NAREMORA KUMAR BA8U. I rise to oppose the motion 
moved by my friend Mr. P. N. Guha. I am afraid Mr. Guha has 

moved the motion in ignorance of fact and in ignorance of the whole 

system by W^ch munsifs are appointed. The mover is under the 

impression that the High Court maintains a list of first class B. Ls. 

and from that list appoints officers without reference to their other 
educational qualifications. I may tell Mr. Guha, so far as my infor- 
mation goes, and I speak subject to correetion, that a list is maintained 
of men who have obtained a first class both in their B. L. and in their 
M. A. and who have had some practice at the lower courts. It is not a 
fact that people who have by chance got a first class B. L. are only 
entitled to hav^ their names in the list. 'Their whole educational 
career as well ds their career at the bar? short as it is, is taken Jnto 
consideration, and iHT far as 1 know, before they are appointed they 
are interviewed by Judges of the High Court. From this my learned 
friend will see that his information about tbe panel of candidates is 
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I and 80 far aa^^e Calcutta High Court is ooucemad the best 
ates are selected. My dearned friend is also wrong in his infor- 
that the Government of the United Provinces have got a system 
jpetitive examination. Let me tell him that it is not so. The 
in the United Provinces is almost similar to that in Bengal. . 
w qualified candidates is sent up to the High Court and 

in charge of appointment of munsifs interviews all the 
Up-dates and then appointments are made. So far as his third point 
isTibncemed I am absoli^ly at a loss to understand how, by means of 
a competitive test, the question of unemployment will be solved. The 
number of B. Ls. that will be appointed to the Judicial Service will 
remain the same whether it be by nomination or by examination, and 
I think that the question of unemployment will not be any the nearer 
solution because of introduction of a competitive test for the purpose 
of appointing munsifs. I may lell Mr. Guha that the Civil Justices 
Co«imittee appointed some five years ago, of which I had the hoikour 
being a co-opted member, examined this question in great detail 
and they unanimously approved <he present system of nomination by 
the Judges of the High Court after considering the academical and 
legal career of the candidates. 


Thi Mr. A, N« MOBERLYS I will reply to all the motions 

together, Sir. 

The following motions were called hut not moved: — 


Ralft Bahadur BHUPERERA NARAYAN BINHA, gf Nashigiir: 

^‘That the demand of Rs. 14,80,000 under the head ‘24F. — Civil and 
Sessions Courts — Pay of Munsifs’ be reduced by Be. 1 (to draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Member with regard to the Judicial procedure 
in rent suits as prescribed in the amended Bengal Tenancy Act, which 
has not been followed).” 


Mauiai TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 'That the demand of Bs. 19,73,539 
under the head ‘24F, — Civil and Sessions Courts — ^Pay of Establish- 
ment — Clerks’ to be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the policy 
followed in recruitment of clerks).” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: "That the demand of Bs. 1,45,000 
under the head ‘24F. — (Svfl and Sessions Courts — Allowance to Jurors 
and Assessors’ be refused.” 


MtUlYi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 1,45,000 under the head ”24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — ^AUow- 
anee to Jurors and Assessors” be reduced by Bs. 100 (to criticise the 
p^ey followed in the enlistment of jurors and assessors and to draw 
al^tion to the inadequacy of the allowances given to them). 

21 



m 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[22Ni»HABGni 

Sir, the jui'ors may be classified psychologically into two clap^; 
one class may be called the ^^reluctant^’ and the other the **eager.*’ I do 
not like to enter into a discussion of the factors that contribute to 
this mentality. But so far as my experience goes I think that the^ 
class which is reluctant to serve as jurors is the better class and the 
reason why they are reluctant seems to be that not only are the allow* 
onces they receive very very inadequate but also that in the mufasaal 
they labour under various hardships in respect of their board and lodging* 
when they go to their district headquarters to ser\’e as jurors. That 
is the reason why now-a-days this class of jurors tries to avoid attending 
a court in all possible ways. 


12 noon. 

This is a state of things to which I think the Government should 
direct its immediate attention. 

As regards recruitment of jurors, I referred to this subject last year 
also and I suggested that as there was at present a network of union 
boards spread throughout the province, it would be a ver>^ good prin«» 
ciple if the presidents and vice-presidents of those boards could be 
selected as jurors provided there were no objections against them. So 
far as the present method of recruitment is concerned, I do not say 
that it is a wrong system; but if instructions are given to those who 
are responsible for sending up names to see if they can enlist, if 
possible, the pi’esidents, the vice-presidents and other deserving members 
of the union boards, T think the method of recruitment will be much 
improved and undesirable people will easily be avoided. 

As regards the other point, viz., the inadequacy of their allowances, 
I should like to say a few words about their hardships. I suggest that 
their allowauces should be increased. When these jurors go to the 
headquarters of '^^district to attend sessions trials they have general] 3 ^ 
to put up in hotels which are very often insanitary and experience a 
good deal of hardship owing to the insufficiency of tl^e alloiwances they 
get. That is the reason why deserving people are not attracted to seiTe 
as jurors. I think if their allowances are increased to some extent, 
better class of people will be attracted. So far as my own district 
is eoncemed, I have found that there is a very widespread discontent 
amongst the jurors on account of the very inadequacy of the allowances 
given to them, t do not know what is the position with regard to ih^ 
other districts. Some^nf the hon’ble member of the House wU! per* 
htps be able to enligkten us as to the state of things prevailing in 
tkeir own district^ As far as I have been able to refid the sitnalioia 
eometbing should be done by Government in this dir^etikm* 
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Tl^ following motions wei*e called but not moved:-— 

ilMvi TAMIZliDDIH KHAN: “That the demand of lie. 4,a0,000 
under the head ‘24F. — Civil and SevHsions Courts — ^Remuneration to 
Copyists’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about the condition 
of their services).” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: “That the demand of Rs. 1,30,000 
under the head ‘24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — Process serving 
establishment (Contingencies)’ be refused.” 

Kazi EMOADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of R«. 35,18,977 
under the head ‘24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay of Establishment 
be reduced by Re. 1 (question of refusing small deposits).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 72,42,000 
under the head '24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts* be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the present policy regarding the insani- 
tary condition, insufficient accommodation and bad staircase and 
building).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD H088AIN: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 72,42,000 under the head ‘^24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts” be 
reduced by Ro. 1 (to draw attention to the inconvenience of the public 
regarding the Central Civil Court at Barisal). 

Sir, as one of the new-comers to this Council I do not wish to 
waste much time by criticising the policy of Government, but at the 
same time I feel that I shall be failing in my duty if I do not draw 
the attention of the Government to the manner in which the Civil 
Central Court at Barisal is working. Myself being a member of the 
Barisal Bar Association I think I shall be able to enlighten this House 
with the inconvenience of the litigant public and the pleaders owing 
to the existence of the Central Court. Under the old system cases 
instituted from a police station had to be filed in a separate Munsif’s 
Court. The Central Court at Barisal was inaugurated in January, 
1927, and I have got the bitter experience of it for these three year® 
a® a member of the Bar. 

The establishment of the Central Court is an experimental measure 
Anil when the Bar Association approved of its introduction it could 
not foresee the consequences with which I shall de^ here, but having 
seen it work for more than three years, the Bar Association has nn- 
hesitatingly come to the conclusion that the system is niTworkable at 
least in a district so vast like Bakarganj. 

Aetefal' repfesentataons were made by the Bar Association to the 
IMstrict Judges for the al^lition of the Central Court* . 
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Recently, when the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Satyendra Chandra Mallik 
paid a visit to this town, the Bar Association submitted a representa- 
tion strongly criticising the inconvenience of the working of the 
Central Court ^ud asking for the immediate abolition of it. 

The main object for the establishment of the Central Court was 
the more speedy disposal of cases. Experience shows that the delay 
in the disposal even of ea parte esses has been greater than what had 
been when the old system prevailed and thus it has failed to achieve 
its desired effect. 

Ail suits up to the value of Rs. 2,000 have to be instituted under the 
present system in the Central Court. During the year 1927 so many ^ 
as 16,612 original suits were instituted and out of this number 10,41 ^ 
suits were instituted on Tamadi day. In 1928 about 17,293 suits 
had been instituted. Out of this number, 11,131 suits were instituted 
on the Tamadi day. An unusually large number of cases having been 
instituted in one court at the same time, the examination and regis- 
tration of plaints could not be finished within two or three months 
from the Tamadi day. This resulted in delay even in ex parte cases 
being disposed of more than six months after institiltion ; whereas 
under the old system about half the time was ordinarily taken for 
the purpose. 

The Central Court has to deal with nearly 500 records of cases daily, 
the result being that the parties, their witnesses and pleaders are veiy 
often required to wait for the whole day, and sometimes till 8 p.in. 
in the night to be told that their cases would be adjourned for want 
of time. For the first eight months this is the every-day occurrence of 
this Court, Under the present system this inconvenience has been 
unavoidable as the presiding officer remains engaged for a compara- 
tively large part of the day in dealing with petitions and in recording 
and scrutinising orders that have to be passed in a large number of 
oases. 

While tvou parte cases have to be adjourned fOr want of time, 
petitions for liffie in contested cases which the court could not possibly 
have been able to take up, after disposing of ex partje cases, are some- 
times rejected and the cases are dismissed for default or disposed of 
ex parte. 

While the ex parte cases fixed for the day are not ordinarily taken 
up before 2 p.mi, sometimes it so happens that such of ex parte cases 
that could not be taken up on that date and adjourned to tbl^xt 
following day,;; are taken up during the first part of the day the 
parties labouring •qnder the misapprehension thajt the cases \yrtmld 
not be called up hetore the usual time faR to turn up exactly at call 
with the result that on arrival they find that their cases had be^n 
idready dismissed for default. 
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Ofiag to congestion of business, deficit couH-fees and ppocess-fee^i 
processes, etc., necessarily filed without any mention of the number of 
the suits are often mislaid, the result being inconvenience to the 
ministerial ofiicers and loss to the litigant public. 

Owing to heavy list of cases in one court sometimes cases coming 
up from the police station are wrongly registered as of a different police 
station with the result that the parties cannot obtain any trace of their 
suits which are dismissed for default. Sometimes Small Cause Court 
cases have been registered as rent suits. 

The registers of suits are necessarily prepared and maintained in 
rile Central Coui’t where all the plaints are filed and that the officers of 
^the court to which contested cases are transferred for trial are required 
fo make entries of the result of the suits tried and of the execution 
proceedings held therein, in the said register though in the custody of 
officers of a different court, causing inconvenience and harassment to 
officers of both courts with the result that many imporiant notes are 
not made at all to the great detriment of the litigant public. 

As a result of the suit registers being maintained in a different 
court the courts trying the cases transferred to them have no option 
but to invariably call for production of certified copies of decrees even 
of rent suits in execution proceedings though under the law no copy 
of the decree need be filed, thereby unnecessarily increasing the cost of 
litigation. 

Unlike criminal cases, proceedings of various kinds arise out of a 
civil suit, viz., attachment before judgment, temporary injunction, 
appointment of leceiver, rehearing cases, review petitions, executions 
proceedings including claim cases, objections to execution under section 
47, sale set-aside cases, etc. In addition to these there are misi^ellaiieous 
proceedings of an original nature, viz., deposits under Rent Act and 
the Transfer of Pi-operty Act. All these make the volume of work too 
heavy for one officer to cope with and seriously interfere with the due 
and proper administration of justice and tell seriously upon the 
constitution and temper of the presiding officer. 

Congestion of work in one court has thrown the door wide open to 
corruption among the ministerial officers and peadas. 

Extreme^ difficulties are felt by the parties, pleaders and the iaHhir* 
l-an to refer to the records of cases in court as well as in office. 

owing to the number being ver^’ large no information to the 
pai^y^s pleaders are given of the judgment and orders passed in a 
euii^*^ Similarly decrees drawn up are not shown to the pleaders con- 
oenied before they aire signed by the presiding officer with the result 
that mistakes go undetected till the time for remedy is over. 
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Sir, in contested miscellaneous cases it often iiappens tliat cases 
are adjourned for want of time although both parties come ready 
with witnesses on successive dates. But either party remaining un- 
avoidably absent on the adjourned dates fixed, his case is dismissed 
or disposed of e.r parte. 

Sir, owing to heavy pressure of work petitions and written state- 
ments and other papers ai*e not uncommonly mislaid resulting in 
ex parte disposal of cases. I may mention here that (R. S. 1046/29 
was decreed ex parte on the 14th August, 1929, though written state- 
ment and petition were filed). 

Sir, in his natural eagerness to make speedy disposal of cases, the 
presiding ofiicer of the Central Court cannot possibly devote sufficient 
amount of time and attention to the abnormally large number of 
cases and under the circumstances proper administration of justice 
becomes impossible. 

Sir, owing to the heavy congestion of business, cause list is not 
given daily and the parties and their tadbirkars do not and cannot 
obtain information of the adjourned dates in proper time resulting in 
great inconvenience and trouble. 

Sir, the court room is wholly inadequate for accommodation of 
the pleaders, their clerks and the litigant public and their witnesses. 
Owing to the great rush into the room and to the large number of 
records to be handled daily, the pleaders are hardly able to have access to 
the records of cases in their charge and to become aware of the orders 
passed which often cause failure on their part to take requisite steps 
in those cases. 

Sir, the room being packed almost to suffocation, pleaders are not 
generally able to move urgent and important petitions before the 
court or draw the attention of the court to necessary mattei-s. 

Sir, in future years, the work will be absolutely unmanageable 
and much greater hardship will be caused to the litigant public on 
account of the Af^niulation of pending cases of past years together 
with the original cases newly instituted and the miscellaneous cases 
and execution proceedings, the number of which will go on increasing. 

Sir, among the districts where the Central Court has been estab- 
lished the number of Original Civil suits in this district is probably 
the largest and the difficulties in properly working out and managing 
the Central Court is necessarily greater than anywhere else. 

Sir, my object in moving this motion is to bring all these facts 
*to the notice of this ^ouse, so that the attention of Government may 
be drawn to them and the litigant public and pleaders kay be saved 
considerable trouble and inconvenience that are caused by the existenoe 
of the Central Court. 
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^ HoifMa Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, may I reply these three 
motions now? The tFme is becoming short, and unless I have an oppor- 
tunity of replying now, perhaps I may not have any chance of speaking 
at all 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The Hoil’IHe Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: There are three motions before 
the House now. The first is Mr. Guha’s. He has explained that he 
knows that we cannot do anything about it beyond conveying the 
speeches which have been made to the High Court, and I take it that 
he does not intend to press his motion. Apparently, opinion in this 
Council is not unanimous, but the speeches which have been mada 
will be communicated to the High Court for their information. 

The same, I may say, applies to the motion of Maulvi Muhammad 
Hossain. These central courts were introduced experimentally in 
1927. In January, 1929, the High Court were asked about the working 
of these courts, and they expressed the opinion that the scheme had 
not been worked sufficiently long to enable them to give a definite 
opinion. As my friend has juwst mentioned, a High CouH Judge 
has recently been to Barisal, and I have no doubt that tho 
High Court are now considering the whole question. Mean- 
while, I shall send the speech of Maulvi Muhammad Hossain to the 
High Court, and I think they will be interested to hear the views of 
a member of the Barisal Bar. 

The third motion is that of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. I am glad 
to inform him that, as a result of the motion moved by him during 
the budget debate last year, we took up the question of improving 
the rules for the lemuneration of jurors. We have redrafted the rules; 
we have got administrative sanction to the increased expenditure which 
comes to about Rs. 42,000 a year. But the proposal will have to go 
through the schedules, like every other proposal, and I am sorry to 
say that at the present moment there is no hope of its going through, 
at least until 19‘U-il2. So, we have taken the opportunity of the 
^alay to consult the High Court in order to get their opinion on the 
rules we have drawn up. 

As regards the other point which he mentioned about including 
presidents, vice-presidents, and members of union boards in the jury 
lists, if there is no objection to them, I am quite prepared to write to 
District Officers and point out to them that this might be done. As 
a matter of fact, I have little doubt that this is done already. How- 
«ver, the attention of District Officers will lie drawn to this point. 
Bui I am afraid it may not add to the anxiety of people Ho become 
mmkm of union boards. 
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ifffl PIIEilOENT: Althougli ibe Hon^le Member has replied, 1 
need not put these motions at this stage. We may go on with the 
discussion up to motion No. 213, as we decided. 

Df* AMULYA RATAN CHORE S I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs, 72,42,000 under the head “24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts*^ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise discussion on the present policy of the 
Government regarding the insanitary condition, insufficient accommo- 
dation and bad staircase and building for which District and Additional 
Judges are not permanently stationed at Howrah Courts and completely 
separated from the Hooghly Courts). 

My object in moving this motion is to draw the attention of the 
Government to some glaring defects in the administration of this 
department which could easily be removed. The population in the 
district of Howrah is rapidly increasing and the number of suits is 
increasing by leaps and bounds. The total number of pleaders now 
practising in the Howrah Court would be more than 300. The liti- 
gant public of the district feel great difficulty in remaining under the 
jurisdiction of the District Judge at Hooghly, It has become urgently 
necessary to post a Distnet Judge at Howrah and the jurisdiction 
completely to be separated. If the District Judge is permanently 
posted at Howrah there would be no necessity of the Additional Judge 
and hence at the same cost which the Government is spending for 
Howrah the grievances of the litigants will be removed. Moreover the 
large number of land acquisition cases of Bally, Howrah and the 
coming Improvement Trust cases will justify the proposed complete 
separation of jurisdiction of Hooghly and Howrah. The litigant 
public of Howrah find great difficulty in getting from the record-room 
at Hooghly the certified copies of disposed of cases and in many 
cases it so happens that urgent copies by paying extra fees are required 
in cases while being heard and argued at Howrah, and sometimes it 
so happens that for want of certified copies and records called for 
from the Hooghly record-room great delay takes place and' justice i« 
not done. 

The Sessions Court building has insufficient accommodation. The 
staircase leading to the Sessions Court is so badly designed and situated 
that old lawyers cannot easily get up to the Court and as the staircase 
is uncovered it is very difficult to get up in the rainy season without 
being drenched. There is no library room and separate lavatory for 
pleaders attending the Sessions Court. The witness shed has bees 
let out to clerks qjf pleaders and witnesses suffer for want of resting 
place. The Civil Court judges generally hold courts on Saturdays till 
5 p.m. and for this ri^son the litigants and clerks who go to their 
I native village at the end of the week find great difficulty in entraiiujig 
' themselves at the late hour on Saturdays. Then again the HtigeAta 
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BnHer Jgieat hardship in depositing money to the Treasury ; the cashier 
is posted at the Imperial Bank of India, situated at a great distance' 
from the Howrah Courts, and on Mondays and Thursdays only chalans 
can be filed in the Treasury and the stamps are given on the day 
following the day the chalans are filed. Court-fees to the value of 
Rs. 50 and over are required almost every day and almost 
in every case, but the authorities do not grant licence to* 
stamp-vendors to sell stamps for court-fees over Rs. 50, and hence tho 
litigants have to purchase the same from Calcutta and other places 
by paying extra cost. 

On the Ist day of January, being the New Year’s day, the courts- 
remain closed, whereas on the Ist day of Baisakh, the first day of 
the Bengalee year, the courts remain open. Natvn Kh4iia reremcmy 
is observed by every businessman who can hardly afford time to come- 
to court and file suits on the 1st day of Baisakh to save limitation. 
Hence the first day of the Bengalee year, i.e., the 1st day of Baisakh, 
the day on which the Pujas are held, should he held as holiday, and* 
the courts should remain closed. 

Sir, the condition of these courts are so ver^’^ unhealthy and insani- 
tary that it is hardly possible to pass time thei‘e. The surroundinga- 
are full of dust and filth. The l>enches and chairs in the court room^ 
are broken and full of bugs and they have not been rt'paired for years 
and years. 

12-30 p.m. 

1 suggest that these benches and chairs ought to be repaired and 
brought to such a condition that they might be used by the litigant 
public of Howrah. Moreover,, the roads, the pathways w'ithin the* 
compounds of these courts are never repaired, never attended to and 
never cared for. 

Turning to the other aspect, I would suggest that like honorary 
magistrates if honorary munsifs are appointed and they are give» 
power to try rent suits,, money suits and small cause court suits to* 
the value of Rs. 100, the heavy expenditure under this head will be^ 
greatly reduced. Moreover, if munsifs are recruited from pleaders at 
a monthly salary of Rs, 100 to Rs. 300 and like the sub-deputy magis*- 
trates they are designated as sub-munsifs and given the power of 
trying suits under Rs. 250, a great saving under this head can be- 
easily ^hscted, The good and successful administration of a depart* 
meat like this lies' mainly in the hands of the ministerial officers of 
the Cbvemment, and if these suggestions, most of which are reeom- 
by committees appointed by the Ctovemment, ate accepted and 
if tibeee long felt grievances are removed at an early date, I am sura- 
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•All immdiise good to the litigant public of Bengal, particularly of 
Jttowrah, will be done. With these words I command my motion to 
ithe acceptance of the House. 

The following motion was called but not mored: — 

Babu HARIBAN8A ROY: ^^That the demand of Bs. 72,42,000 
under the head ‘24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be reduced by 
Bs. 100 (policy of the Ooveniment regarding administration of justice 
in Civil and Sessions Courts — present method of recruitment to the 
service — lack of sufficient building accommodation particularly in 
Howrah).” 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 72,42,000 under head “24F. — Civil and Sessions 
Courts” be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the undesirability 
*of the recruitment of the ministerial staff of the Narail civil courts 
from local men). 

Sir, the most vital point of my contention is that no proper care 
•or caution is taken by the Government regarding appointment and 
posting of the ministerial staff of the civil courts, especially in mufassal 
4iiid that there is no hard and fast rule as to their transfers and 
^appointments. This negligent way of dealing with this matter often 
lends to the gravest possible injustice and unnecessary harassments to 
the people in general. From several facts in hand, I may boldly 
•challenge the Government policy and urge thnt the budget demand 
under the head be curtailed unless these things are looked into and 
Tectified. 

At Narail subdivision, in the district of Jessore, besides copyists 
4md (‘omparing clerks there are 20 men on the staff of the civil courts 
.and out of that 20 persons 16 are men of the subdivision. These 16 
men, in conjunction with their fellow brethren on the staff, are utiliz- 
ing their position fbr their personal aggrandisement at the cost of 
law and justice. One of them, it is known, recently caused the sale 
pmdamation of a certain execution case to be suppressed by the pro- 
<^es8•8erver of the court and purchased the property which was to be 
.advertised for sale at a nominal price of Rs. 16 only, in the benami 
<»f his brother, while the property in question was really worth not less 
-than Rs. 300. Soon after the sale the judgment-debtor came to know 
•of this clandestine, sale and purchase and hastened to the couit, 
•deposited the decretal amount and set aside the sale. No sooner than 
“the clerk concerned letrfnt of this he went so far as to threaten the 
pleader’s clerk, whom he suspected to be the man to inform the judg- 
xneni^ebtor and told him plainly that he would spare no pains ^ get 
ki$ (clerk's) card cancelled by the munsif. 
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Amatlier man of the said court sent a particular member of the 
Bar for khas possession for nothing and caused much worry and pecu- 
niary loss to the gentleman concerned. 

This is not all. These persons are often found to play the touts of 
particular members of the Bar and they also, it is reported, are in 
the habit of recommending the names of their friends and relations in 
the Bar to the presiding officers of the courts regarding the appoint- 
ments of guardianW-Zitemi and the allotment of commissions, etc. 
Can a more lamentable state of things be conceived in a court of 
justice, where everybody is expected to be equally and even-handedly 
dealt with.P 

I believe that if the local men are removed from their home sub- 
divisions this malpractice is sure to come to an end 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The time-limit for the discussion 
of the demand for grant under “24. — Administration of Justice’' has 
been reached, so I shall put all the motions. 

The motion of Mr. P. N. Ouha was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan was then put. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir. May I 
beg leave of the House to withdraw this motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. In any case, I am 
afraid you cannot do that now, as 1 have already put the motion. 

Nobody responded to the “Aye.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The mover of the motion ought to have res- 
ponded. 

Muuivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Since 1 wanted to withdraw the 
motion, I did not feel that I should say “Aye.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: An absurd position to take up; for you will then 
be ranked amongst the “Noes.” (Laughter.) 

The motion was lost. 

The motions of Maulvi Muhammad Hossain, Br. Amulya Ratan 
Ohoee and Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy were then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 86,6i,000 be granted for expenditure 
^mider the head — ^Administration of Justice ” was then put and 

agreed to. 
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The time>limit under the head “24. — ^A^W^istration of Jaatke" 
having been reached the following motions were not put: — 

Babtf KltHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: ^ That the demand ot 
Ks. 72,42,000 under the head *24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that Civil Justice is 
suffering in several districts).” 

Mfa Pa Na GUHAa ^^Thst the demand of Rs. 2,71,000 under the 
head ‘24G. Courts of Small Causes — Presidency Courts’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about certain aspects of the appoint- 
ment of Judges).” 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. ^^1,49, 000 under the head ‘24G. — Courts of Small Causes’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the Government’s policy about the 
appointment of Judges of the Presidency Small Causes Court. Why 
advocates are not selected).” 

Miulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 28,900 
under the head ‘24H, — Criminal Courts’ be reduced by Re. 1 (system of 
administration of Criminal Justice).” 

BHAMBUDDIN AHMED: “That the demand of 
Rs. 86,68,000 under the head ‘24, — ^Administration of Justice’ be reduced . 
by Rs. 1,50,000.” 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: “That the demand of Rs. 86,68,000 
under the head ‘24, — Administration of Justice’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to draw attention to the advisability ot the Local Government recom- 
mending to the Government of India an amendment of section 124A, 

I. P. C.).” 

■l*U JATiNORA HATH BA8U: “That the demand of Rs. 86,68,^^^ 
under the head *24;*<**‘^dmini8tration of Justice’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to draw attention to the increase in the number of cases of sedition and 
the need of discontinuing a large number of such cases).” 

Mr. BUOY PRAtAD SINCH ROY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 86,68,000 under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to criticise the Government’s policy of prosecutions in 
political cases on the charges of delivering seditious speeches).” 

Khtti Smiib Mmivi lll}JAZZAM ALI KHAN: “That the demand of 
Rs. 86,68,000 under the hiad ‘24. — Administratio'n of Justice’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to express disapproval of the policy of the Government in 
Ignoring the claims of the Mussalmans to services undw the Govern* 
ment).” 
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MMivi SYEO NAUmR ALI: “Tbat Oie demand of Bs. 86,68,000 
iindeF the head *24. — ^Administration of Justice* be reduced by Re. 1 (ta 
call attention to the grave abuse in the administration of justice in the 
country).*’ 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BALs **That the demand of Rs. 86,68,000 
under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice* be reduced by Re. 1.'* 

Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLIGK: “That the demand of 
Rs. 86,68,000 under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (general policy with reference to backward com- 
munity).” 

Mauivi A8HRAFUDDIN CHAUDHURi: “That the demand of 
Rs. 86,68,000 under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice’ be reduced 
by Re. 1.” 


25.— Jails and Convict Sattlomonts. 

Tho Hon’bta Sir PROVA8H CHUNOER MITTER: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 33,89,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “25. — 
Jails and Convict Settlements.” 

It will be noticed that this demand exceeds last year’s budget 
estimate by about Hs. 27,000. The reasons for this increase are 
explained in the green book, copies of which have been supplied to all 
members by the Finance Department. The chief items of increase are 
for the improvement of jail administration. They are — 

(1) provision for primary education; 

(2) improvement of the Borstal Institution at Bankura for the 

younger section of the jail population; 

(3) increased provision for female warders in some of the important 

jails; 

(4) improvement of medical treatment in the hospital attached to 

the Presidency Jail ; and 

(d) increased provision for dietary charges. 

Mr* tRBBlOENT: I should like to have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 227 and 228. 

The foUqiwing motion was caUed but not moved : — 

Hm Miaiiiir 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJIS “That the demand 
bf,%. 7,200 un^er the head ‘26A.— Jails— Presidency Jail— Temporary 
Watch and Ward* be reduced by Rs. 6,200.** 
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Maulvi $YEO MAJID BAKtH: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Ki, 7J200 under the head ‘‘26A. — Jaile — Presidency Jail — Temporary 
Watch and Ward’* be reduced by Rs. 5,000. 

Sir, I shall be very brief. I should like to draw your attention to 
the detailed account of the budget where you will hnd that last year 
the budget estimate under this head was Rs. 2,200, and this year it haa 
been raised to Rs. 7,200. I think the figures speak eloquently. I hope 
all will agree with me when I say that the provision of this sum is due 
to the fact that Government anticipate that there will be a large increase 
of prisoners this year. Therefore in order to take charge of these 
prisoners this temporary watch and ward establishment has been provided 
for. The reason, it seems, which has actuated the Government to make 
a provision like this is that on account of a general tendency of breaking 
the law by way of civil disobedience or otherwise, as was foreshadowed 
before, the number of prisoners is likely to increase. When the Congress 
resolution was passed in December, the Government thought that a 
large amount would be necessary for making temporary provision for 
prisoners, but experience has falsified that fear. Although the Congress 
passed the resolution in December and about three months have since 
elapsed, there has not been any increase in the inimbei’ of prisoners yet. 
The argument may be advan(ted that although up to this time there has 
not been any increase in the number of prisoners, it is likely to be in 
the near future. But that is a guess work and upon a guess work a 
budget cannot be framed. I shall now refer to the report of the Public 
Accounts Committee. Every page of this report and almost every item 
contained therein will convince every one that the Budget Department 
of the Government of Bengal is hopelessly inefficient. They make 
budget provision of a sum which in actual practice is not required. They 
do not know what amount of money will be required under a particular 
head Jind therefore they make provisions far in excess and thus they do 
what is technically termed as over-budgeting. This very item may- be * 
taken as an exftn^ie of over-budgeting. The demand that has beeA 
made may perhaps not be required at all. If I may speak in their terms 
I may say that this amount may not be required for more than one 
reason. It is possible that after the issue of the Simon Commission’s 
report some sort of agreement will be arrived at by the Government of 
India with the leaders of the country. A definite advance is likely to 
be made in the political atmosphere of the country. 


1245 p.m. 

It i# 'Rie iMt of lajir4»realdng which has stampeded Ooverniaeati i|Ao 
making a prorit^iii <11160 thisiwhieh will prove to be usekes. lAi alam 





imi f • 4)EMAiirBS FOE 0BAN7S. 

caution I would suggest to them not to make a provision like that at 
present* If there is no money provided in the budget, if I had refused 
the whole amount then it would have been proper for the Hon^ble 
Member to argue that “if in the meantfme something crops up how are^ 
we to combat the situation?” But my cut would leave Rs. 2,200 to 
Government with which to deal with any situation that may arise. 
This sum was thought to be necessary last year and this is the sum avail- 
able in their hands next year. They may carry on with it for two or 
three months more and if in tlie meantime the number of prisoners* 
increase by any such happening in Bengal, if Bengal is so fortunate 
as to fill His Majesty’s jails then it would be time to come to the 
Council for a supplementary grant next session. I suggest that you 
may be mistaken in your estimate. In the language of Cromwell I may 
tell the Government: “For the love of Christ, gentlemen, think if* 
possible you may be mistaken.” I, therefore, submit that this provi- 
sion of Rs. 7,200 is more than what is necessary at least as the indica- 
tions point at present. The sum that was necessary last year, namely 
Rs. 2,200, will be found to be sufficient under the present circumstances. 
I shall point out one thing more. When we find that persons in various* 
jails complain of very bad treatment, it is not proper for Government 
to send any more persons to jail, 1 hope they will consider the desir- 
ability of not taking the situation very seriously save and except in case 
of rioting and such other offences. The Council yesterday expressed 
its emphatic opinion on the subject. In view of that I suggest a cut, 
of Rs. 5,000 be made in this demand. 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER; Sir, Maulvi 
Syed Majid Baksh’s elociuence is due to suspicion. On the 11th Decem- 
ber, 1929, the Inspector-General of Prisons wrote up to Government 
saying this — I will read a few lines from his letter and take the Council 
into my confidence. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Would that document be available to the House?' 
I mean the whole of it? 


The HM’lito Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Yes,, 
undoubtedly. ^ The Inspector-General says; — 

“The estimate herewith enclosed is based on this daily average and 
may he treated as a supplement to the revised an^^the budget eitimatea 
aJsaad^ submitted to Ciovemmant. I would add in thii eoaneetioit thab 
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tbe' latest retorns point to a daily average of ordinary population in the 
neighbourhood of 15,000 which is much larger than the number on 
•which my previous estimates were based/ ^ 

The date, I hope, will remove the suspicion from the mind of the 
Hon’ble Member. 11th of December was a few weeks before the 
Congress passed its resolution, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh has however 
■jupplied me with an argument. It is perfectly wellknown to every- 
body that since the Congress resolution prospects have to be considered 
of more prisoners going into jail. Government in the Jail Department 
are not concerned with the reasons for prosecutions in these cases. But 
let me assume that a large number of people, as a result of the Congress 
resolution will go into jail, then in that case the present estimate will 
prove to be an under-estimate and it will be a mistake to attempt to 
reduce it still further, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh has asked— why not 
oome to the Council later on, in the meantime managing with Rs. 2,200? 
My answer to it is this: it is always unsatisfactory to employ convict ’ 
•warders. Those who have experience of jails will agree with me that 
it is always desirable on the' part of the Jail Department to employ 
paid warders. If you take way this money, we shall be compelled to 
omploy convict warders at any rate for the period the Legislative Council 
does not vote additional funds and that will be very undesirable. 
Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh has also said that Government usually over- 
budgets. But the estimates in various departments will show that there 
is very little of over-budgeting. He has further suggested that Gov- 
-ernment may be mistaken in the idea that as a result of the Congress 
resolution more prisoners will come in. I am sure Government will be 
very glad if they find themselves mistaken in this matter, but as I 
rhave already said this estimate was based on the estimate of 11th 
December, although of course we cannot afford to ignore other anticipa- 
tions and I am sure the elected representatives of this House, for their 
reasons, ought not to ignore the situation. If there are more 
prisoners ia^b^ j^il it is the duty of the Jail Department to keep them 
in proper state of health and look after them consistently with peno- 
logical principles. If this demand be rejected and if the prisoners are 
not treated properly consistent with penological principles, the tespon- 
aibility will be on Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh and those who vote for 
•the cut. Therefore, for these reasons, I cannot accept the cut. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh was then put and a divi- 
.eion taken with the following result: — 

AYtt. 

Hakim, Maahrl AMm. 

Hatm m y , HIM tymi nntaiiia 
NaeMi^ iCaH ■misial 
Heat, Mm HaetMi. * 

•ataar. Or. Sir NHrataa. 


Maalvi Haasaa. 

MM , Maaiirf tyii Mafia. 
mmnk nr. r. 

Miai apr li MaaM Mr a tn aa ht 

YWMWPliH mMWr vnMWHMMh 
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NOElL 


Wf 


^ — Baiultfttr IMMittfi** Natli. 

Mr. A. 

OAaiiMi y il , KImii Mliaaur MamIvI HafliMr 

Mm» Mr. 0. J. 

Oala, Mr. tL R. 
tmiH Mr. A. 4. 

Mr. 0. A. 

raraam, m# Hoabit kami uhuut 
K. a M. 

rarrtattr, Mr. 4. CaaipiMll. 

CUuiciiH, Ral tahlb tutll Kumar. 

MbaMi, Mr. M. 0. 

RR atH, Rai Raliaattr tliaaliaaha Kumar. 
OtNiinavi, tiM Han'bla AHiadj Sir 
AbdalkaHm. 

Qaanliai Rai lahadur Badriaa*. 

Ouiia, Mr. P. N. 

Qurfiar, Mr. 0. W. 

HablbuHahi Nawab Khwa|a. 

Nom. Mr. Q. P. 

HoMln. Nawab Mutharnll, Khan Bahadur. 
Huttaln, Maulvl Latafat 
Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 


Marr, tba Naii*bla Mr. A. 

Mitra, Babu Barat Bhandra. 

Mittar, tba Haa*bla ttr Rravash Ch aad ir . 
Mabarfp, uia NaR*bla Mr. A. N. 

MuWah, Mr. Mahu ad a B i hary . 

Nag, RtvarMid B* A. 

Naihnaddla, tha Haa*bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Pinaatt, Mr. L. R. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Ray, tha Haa*bta Kumar BhM Miakharw 

Ray Chaudhtiri, Mr. K, 0. 

Ray, Maharaja dagadlah Nath, at W aa j Bur. 
Ray, Mr. Bljay fraaad Blagii. 

Ray, Mr. tallatwar Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar, 
tarhar, Sir Jaduaalh. 

Sarhar, Rsi Sahib Rabatl Mahan. 
Staptatan, Mr. N. 1. 

Staan, Lt-OaL H. B. 

Stavana, Mr. H. S. t. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. N. d. 


The Ayes bein^ 10 and the Noes 4d the motion was lost. 

The lollowinjif motion was called bnt not moved : — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Ke. 47,000 
under the head ‘25A. — Jails — Borstal Institution’ be reduced by 
Es. 5,000.” 

i -iif. PRESIDENT: I will have one discussion on Nos. 2-10 and 234. 


1 p.m. 

Mtuivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of 
Ks. 1,47,873 under the head “25A. — Jails — Contingencies” be reduced 
by Bs. 100 (to raise a discussion as to the urgency of supplying mosquito 
curtains to all classes of prisoners). 

This is a question which has been discussed on more than one 
occasion on th^ floor of this House. It would seem that there is none 
among us here who is in principle opposed to supplying mosquito nets 
to prisoners. But Government opposed motions like these on former 
occasions on the ground that the finances of Bengal were not adequate 
for this purpose. We are all aware of the fact that flnances are 
stringent here which prevent the Government from taking up many 
salutary meatmres but this seems to be such an urgent niatter that 
Oovernment cannot be justified in neglecting it. If it is actually 
4ifiBicult to tackle the problem as a whole on account of want of funds 
Ckrvemment ca^ very easily do one thing. The mosquito pest is not 
equally prevalent in aU the jails; in Dacca, for example, this pest is 
much mmw abundant than in many other places and as regards other 
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districtSi I t&ink (»oiiie are more^ immune from this pest than others. 
What Government can very easily do is this : they can provide mosquito 
curtains for the prisoners of those jails where the insects are very much 
prevalent. In this way in course of time Government may be able 
to solve the problem satisfactorily. If they are really serious about it 
they can easily do it. So far as I know the Government have not 
seriously gone into this matter and I do not think we can approve of 
this policy of negligence on the part of Government. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You may not move your own motion but can speak 
on No. 230 which has been moved by Maulvi Tatnizuddin Khan. This 
will serve your purpose equally well. 

Dfi AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Yes, Sir. The actual expenditure 
under this head in the year 1928-29 was 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can speak on mosquito curtains only. 
(Laughter.) 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: So I think I need not speak on 
the motion. 

TN H0fl*lll« Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I welcome this 
discussion because it will enable me to explain to the House that it 
is not correct to say that Government have not moved in the matter. That 
was the erroneous impression of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan and perhaps 
becaiise of that impression he has moved this motion. The experiment 
of supplying iuos<|uito nets to all prisoners is in operation in Pabna 
and after examination it is intended to take up the experiment in three 
more jails. I may mention that under the present Jail Code all civil 
prisoners and prisoners suft'ering from malaria get mosquito nets in 
hospitals; under-trial prisoners also can have mosquito nets at their 
own cost. Th^ result of the experiment in the Pabna Jail is rather 
interesting, and that experiment has proved somewhat inconclusive; 
and curiously the figure for malarial attack in the year after the intro* 
duction of mosquito nets has been somewhat larger than that of the* 
preceding year when there were no mosquito nets. It struck me aa 
rather strange; so we went into the matter very fully and we also 
consulted the Director of Public Health, Dr. Bentley. It appears that 
there are several factors in operation in this matter. One of the most 
important factory is that at a particular moment the jail population 
may have come from a malaria-infected area and at another point of 
time less prisoners have come from a malaria-infected area. There* 
are other factors too which make the Pabna experiment inconclusive. 
By that I do not for a moment pretend to say that mosquito nets cannot 
neceesarily have a beneficial effect in the prevention of malaria. 



1898.^ ■ DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. SS^ 

Nolr as I have already said we consulted uot only the jail authorities, 
the Siiperintendents of various jails, but we also iM>nsulted Dr. Bentley, 
the Director of Public Health. He also was of opinion^ — and I have 
his report before me — as to why the experiment in the Pabna Jail was 
inconclusive. Dr. Bentley, aiuon^ his other sugrgestioiis, made a 
definite suggestion which in liis opinion is likely to meet the object 
which the Government and members of this House have in view, namely, 
to deal with the malaria problem amongst the jail convicts. One of the 
suggestions he puts forward is this: (At that time the proposal was 
to carry out the experiment in two jails: since then the proposal has been 
made to carry out the experiment in three jails.) “1 understand it is 
proposed to carry out an experiment in two jails, apparently in mosquito 
nets as has been done in Pabua. 1 would like to suggest the carrying 
out if possible of two or more anti-mosquito campaigns in an area 
including one-half mile radius from the jails selected. If it were 
possible to use jail labour the cost would be no more than supervision 
together with the sprayers and oil recjuired. As regards oil I do not 
think that the cost would need to exceed about Re. I per acre, or 
roughly about Rs. 50(). A sprayer costs about Rs. 90. In some places 
Paris green would be effective. Altogether I do not think that the work 
would need to cost more than about Rs. 1,000 at the most, and the 
great advantage would be that local population would benefit at the 
same time as the prisoners. Take the case of Dacca, for example. At 
Dacca there is a lot of dengue or there used to be. This is also a 
mosquito-borne disease but inovsquito nets are not a safeguard because 
the stegomyia mostjuito that carries dengue bites in the day time chiefly. 
On the other hand ordinary culex mosquitos that give nv.>#t 
discomfort at Dacca are a trouble at night. I believe that systematic 
anti-culex work at Dacca would reduce culex mosquitos in the jail, if 
carried out for half a mile radius and the cost need not I think ex«;eed 
that of mosquito nets.’' 

Here is a suggestion that was made and we thought it worth while 
investigating this advice of Dr. Bentley. I would like to give the 
House some idea of the cost of the experiment if all the central and dis- 
trict jails are provided with mosquito nets. Rough estimates have been 
pr^ared but detailed estimates have not been prepared as yet as they 
are intended more for the purpose giving an idea than for anything 
else. The total cost would be over a lakh of rupees in capital expend!* 
tore and about half a lakh in recurring expenditure because the life of 
a mosquito net is only about two years. Those who are more familiar 
with this problem than I or other lay members of this House may have 
other suggesftons to put forward. With regard to prisoners who c^me 
from malaria infected localities some kind of special treatment may be 
more ^ective than mere provision of mosquito nets. At any rate at 
a much lesser expense we may hope to get better results. But as the 
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problem is a difficult one and dilEerent solutions kaTe been auggested 
Gbvernment in the Jails Department decided to carry on the experi- 
ment, funds permitting, in three more jails and at the same time to 
investigate some of the other suggestions. It has been said that the 
real reason wiiy further experiments have not been made was the 
financial difficulties of Government. Financial difficulties no doubt 
are ever present in the Government of Bengal but I may tell the mem- 
bers of this House that when it was a question of health we certainly 
try not to be weighed down by financial difficulties and the fact that 
we have taken certain steps at Pabna shows that this is the position. 


There are certain other points which I should like to place before 
the House. From the prisoners themselves there is not only no demand 
for mosquito nets — I am speaking, of ordinary prisoners — ^but some 
dissatisfaction is expressed if such nets are provided. The ordinary 
prisoners are not provided with cots to sleep in. So the mosquito nets, 1 
am told by jail officers as also by some jail visitors, will fail in their 
object because the mosquito nets cannot be properly tucked up, with 
the result that in many cases it means benefit more to the mosquitos 
rather than protection to the prisoners ^ When used by a man who is 
sleeping on the floor the mosquito net cannot be properly tucked up; 
that aspect will have to be considered. 

The health of the jail population as it appears from the jail reports 
has not been unsatisfactory but whatever the advice of experts may be 
we are in favour of experimenting with provision of nets in some more 
jails. 

Then certain administrative difficulties affecting discipline have 
also been pointed out. The members of this House may appreciate what 
these difficulties are likely to be. From what I have said I think those 
members who approach this question with an open mind will give 
Government credit that the matter has been receiving the careful 
consideration of (Government and T may assure the House, if this 
assurance were m p d| 0 d, that it will continue to receive very careful 
consideration. On this assurance I trust Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan will 
not press his motion. If he does, then in the present state of our 
knowledge I am afraid I have no other alternative than to oppose it. 

1-16 p.m. 


And before I sit down, I will say this, Sir, that if at a lesser ej^iise 
we can do more good, perhaps we oxight not to throw away our cf^nc^ 
m that direction."^ v 

ilMlIVi TAMII^IIDOfN KM AN* With your permission, Sir, may I 
ask one question of the Hon’ble Member f 


UN*. PNKtiNKNTs Yes. 
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TAMIZUDDIN KNAN: Will the Hon’hle Member be pleaft^ " 
to meatibn which are the three jails in which the experiment is contem- 
plated P 

The Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Three jails are 
likely to be selected out of four, viz., Jessore, Burdwan, Dacca and 
Rangpur. But I ought to tell the House that we have not yet made any 
final selection. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 propose to have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 231, 232, 233, 235, 237 and 239. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 28,04,000 under the head “25 A. — .Tails” be 
reduced by Rs. 50,000. 

The actual expenditure under this head in the year 1928-29 was 
Rs. 26,64,978, and in this year’s estimate the figure has gone up to 
Rs, 28,04,000. I cannot understand the reason for this big increase of 
Rs. 1,40,022. The grant under this head ought not to go up higher 
and higher. After the recommendation of the Retreni'hment Committee 
everyone believed that the expenditure under this head will come down 
in course of time, but, unfortunately, for the people of Bengal things 
are happening contrary to their expectations. The total numl>er of 
convicts admitted to the various jails in the year 1921 was 28,217. Of 
these, 15,455 were sentenced to terms of imprisonment not exceeding 
three months, and 7,975 to terms not exceeding one month. If this 
very large number of short sentences <iould be materially redm^ed, the 
interests of economy and the views of modern penologists would both 
be met. 

The number of under-trial prisoners admitted during the year 1921 
RTas 40,127, and the average period of detention was in session cases 
J9*58 days, and in other cases 19 -62 days. This is a matter which 
relates to criminal administration but is clear that any measure that 
^onld reduce the number of under-trials and decrease the )>eriod of 
letention would effect ec^onomy in the Jails Department. A more 
ipeedy disposal of cases, and a greater readiness to grant bail are required. 

This was the opinion of the Retrenchment Committee, but the 
idministrators of justice do not care to act up to these rec^ommendations ; 
they are always loath to grant bails even to persons of Srijut Bubhas 
[Thandra Bose's standing not to -peak of ordinary people, and as for 
^e speedy disposal of cases the less said the better. As regards the 
Auction of number of sentences, the people all over the country were 
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masaedf nay horrified, at the heavy seatences passed oa Rose, 

Dr. Das Oupta, and other Congress workers, for having join^ a proces- 
sion. These are instances of how justice is being administered and 
what sort of regard is shown towards the recommendations of the 
Retrenchment Committee by the agents of the bureaucracy. They know 
only the principle *‘No conviction, no promotion.” They care verj* 
little for the people's interest^ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Your motion is not for a token 
cut but for a substantial reduction you should not merely discuss the 
question in the general manner that you are doing. You should explain 
why you propose this cut. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Yes, Sir. It has ^een shown in 
the report of the Retrenchment Committee how the cut can be effected, 
namely, more bails and lesser number of convictions. 


Tha Hon’ble Sir PROVASH GHUNDER MITTER: On a point of 
order, Sir. I am sorry to interrupt Dr. Ghose, especially as he is a new 
member. Any criticism of the jail administration will be relevant, 
but any criticism of the administration of justice will be wholly irrele- 
vant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is so. The member must confine his 
remarks to the relevant head. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Now, Sir, my point is that -accord- 
ing to the report of the Retrenchment Committee the estimates can be 
reduced. I also base my remarks on the fact that the actuals for last 
year were much li^ser than what has been estimated for this year. 
Although, as lias been pointed out by the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder 
Mitter, the jioints that I was discussing related more to the administra- 
tion of justice than to jails, I beg to say that I base my arguments on 
the report of the Retrenchment Committee, and upon that basis I was 
pointing out that money could be saved if bails were readily granted to 
accused persons 

Mr. PRESID^T: That is not relevant. Members should realise 
the character of their o^n motions. If they do not realise that, they 
are bound to go astray. In your c^se, Dr. Ghose, it is an economic cut 
proposed with regard to a particular head. You cannot go beyond that 
head. The administration of justice does not come within the scope of 
your present motipn. 
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Dffi||iUL.YA RATAN CHOSE: The administration of the Jail 
Depaliaik^t is rather top-heavy. The expenditure on the establishment 
and pay of officers is greater than the amount spent on the comfort of 
the prisoners. As has been shown by a previous speaker^ mosquito 
curtains and nets are not supplied to the prisoners, and although 
>LOsquito nets and curtains, as has been stated by the Hon'ble Sir P. C. 
Mitter, are not really required for preventing malaria 


The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: On a point of 
order, Sir, the hon’ble member has moved a cut, but he is now criticis- 
ing why more money is not spent for supplying mosquito curtains to 
the prisoners — matter which has already been discussed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it your point that the matter has already 
been discussed.^ 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Yes. Besides, 
Sir, he wants to make the substantial cut of Rs. 60,000 putting forth 
at the same time suggestions, which, if accepted, will require higher 
budgeting than has already been done. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: My point is this. If money is 
saved under this head, that money can very well be utilised in provid- 
ing comforts in other respects for the prisoners. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are referring to a particular comfort about 
which the House has already given its opinion. Then again, you have 
proposed a substantial cut without making any definite suggestion as to 
how you are going to give effect to it. Under such circumstances it is 
somewhat curious that you should come forward with a proposal which 
has a tendency to increase the actual amount demanded by the Hon’ble 
Member. (Laughter.) 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Very well. Sir. I have already 
said that the amount provided this year is much bigger than the actuals 
of last year. I do not know the reason for this big increase. Although 
the estimates this year are higher than last year’s actuals by Rs. 1,40,0!^, 
I have asked for an economic cut of Rs. 50,000 only, and I think that 
will not seriously affect the administration of jails. 


Adjourniiioiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., our Monday, the 24th 
March 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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PraoMdingt of tho Bongal LogMativo Ooumll onombM widor tht 
provMont of tho Covommont of India Aot 

The Cotycij, met in the Council Chamber in the Town HaU^ 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 24tb March, 19-10, at 3 p.m. 


Prosent: 

Mr. President (the Hou’ble Haja Manmatha Nath Kat CHAUDHcaf, 
of Sautosh) in the Chair, the Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly, c.i.e., the 
Hon’ble Sii I'lovash Chunder Mitter, kt., c.i.k., the Hon’ble Al’hadj 
Sir Abdelkerim Ghuznavi, kt., the three Hon’ble Ministers and 117 
nominated and e’lected members. 


Ufistarred Questions 

(answers to whiofi were laid on the table). 

Residential family quarters for the assistants of the Bengal Seoretariat. 

90. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in chaige of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether Government had ever contemplated building residential family 
quai-ters for the assistants of the Bengal Secretariat in Calcutta? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state why the idea was abandoned ? 

(c) Are the Go^inineirt. considering the desirability of taking up 
the question again? 

(df) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of the difficulty of the mufassa] 
assistants in securing good accommodation in Calcutta owing to the 
prevailing high rent? ,, 

9B0RETARY to GOVERNMEMT, FINANCE OEFARTMEi^ 
(Mr. A. CaiSolls)t » No. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

(e) No. ' ' 

(d) Yes. But the rates of .pay of Secretariat assistants have been 
Axed with reference to the house rent and other conditions of living in 
Calcutta. 
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Siimrf|ltidm to tho Sports Club by tho piooo-workort of tho 
Bengol Proto. 

91. Mouivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN. Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that piece-workers of the Bengal Press are forced to pay the sub- 
scriptions for the Sports and Dramatic Club even when they do not 
forkP 

• Ao CA88ELL8: Xo. SuhscriptiouM to the Sports Club of the 
are entirely voluntary. There is no Dramatic Club at present. 


Recruitment of computers and Press order clerks in the Government 

presses. 

92. Mauivi LATAFAT HU88AIN: (a) Will the HoiCble Member 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether it 
is the practice in the Government presses to recruit computers and 
Press order clerks from amongst the compositors with technical know- 
ledge? 

(b) Is it a fact that new hands are recruited to the posts of coiu- 
jiutoi-s and Press order clerks ignoring the claim of the com jmsi tors? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and {h) are in the affirmative, will the 
HoiCble Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

Mr. A. CA88ELL8 : (a) The practice of promoting compositors to the 
clerical establishment as computers has been stopped for some years past 
as it was found that the educational qualifications of compositors did not 
fit theip for this class of work. 

(6) Computors are appointed by direct recruitment for the reasons 
•tated at (a). Press order clerks are recruited from compositors accord- 
ill^ to their educational qualifications, seniority, etc. 

1 ^ 4 W 3>oc 8 not arise. 


Munibtr af potU of hood assittants in Hit Bangaf laorotariat. 

k 

•8. BMm H08ENI ROUT: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Finance Department be pleased to state how many posts of head 
assistants are there in the Bengal Secretariat and how many of them are 
held by Hindus and Moslems respectively? 
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Mr. A. CASSELLS: There are 29 posts of head assi^^ts in the 
Secretariat, out of which 22 are held by Hindus, 3 by Brahmos, 3 by 
Anj?lo-Tndians and 1 by a Muhammadan. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


The discuHsion on the head “25. — Jails and Convict Settlements” was^ 
then resumed. 

The followinj^ motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn:-^ 

“That the demand of Its. 28,04,000 under the head ‘25A. — Jails’ be 
reduced })y B-s. 60,0(X).”' 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

BabU HARI BANSA ROY: “That the demand of Its. 28,04,(KK) 
under the head ‘25A. — Jails’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (management of 
jails — prison diet; and treatment of prisoners — particularly political 
prisoners).” 

Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Its. 28,04,m)0 
under the head ‘25 A. — Jails’ be reduced by Re. I (neglect of the pri- 
soners while pampering the staff).” 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN SIRCAR: “That the demand of Rs. 28,04,000 
under the head ‘25A. — Jails’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss a question 
of policy).” 

Mauivi 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: “That the demand of Rs. 33,89,000 
under the bead *25. — ♦Tails and Convict Settlements’ be reduced by 
Rs. 1,50,000.” 

Maiitvi SYED 441LALUDDIN HASHEMY; I beg to move that the 
ilemand of Rs. 33,89,000 under the head “25. — Jails and Convict Settle- 
ments” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the sufferings of 
the prisoner.i in general and particularly political prisoners). 

Sir, I must at the outset confess that I rise to speak on this motion 
with a very heavy heart. To-day of all days it reminds me of the self- 
immolation aiid martyrdom of our beet friend Jatindra Nath Dae, the 
hraveet eon of Bengal. I have been the guest of His MajeeTy in several 
jails in Bengal l will speak of the jail administration from my 
own experienov as a convict and also as one of the non-official visitors. 
I have been in the Jessore District Jail, for som'e time in the Dinajpnr 
District Jail, in the Rajshahi Central Jail, Alipore t)entral Jail and 1 
have been also in the Midnapore Central Jail which I may call the 
'“bastille” of Bengasi . I am even now a visitor of the Khulna Dietriet 
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and SitW^K^. When I was in the Jessore Jail one morning I saw that 
three hundred convicts were made to sit in a line and a man with a dirty 
bucket full of muddy water came along the^ line with a small tin cup in 
his hand and poured something into the mouths of the prisoners. I 
thought it was milk but I learnt afterwards that it was quinine solution. 
In the Alipore Central Jail and also in the Bajshahi Central Jail I have 
seen that compounders poured medicine into the prisoners' mouths with- 
out even asking them the cause of the disease or nature of it. 

Now, Sir, I will give a description how^ the jail system is particularly 
punitive and vindictive. There are, as everybody knows, in tlie Jail Code 
brutal systems of punisliments and prisoners are put with bar-fetters, 
cross-bar-fetters, etc., and sometimes they are hung up standing with 
handcuffs on. I know that punishment is awarded in the Alipore 
Jail for trivial offences like losing gamcha or kit. I do not under- 
stand how they lose these things. After an enquiry I came to learn 
that the warders, who generally come from Bihar and the United 
Provinces and not from Bengal, are generally raw fellows and they 
take away these gamchas from prisoners and sell them out even for 
four pice and two annas. As regards the bar-fetters, I think it is the 
most vicious and cruel arrangement as the man with such fetters cannot 
sit or lie down. Cross-bar-fetters are even more serious as with such 
fettei-s a man cannot stand or sit down and the Muhammadans cannot 
properly say their prayers. I know, Sir, that the warders and the head 
warders and the people below the bead warders, who work in the jail, 
walk like supreme lords of the jail and they require the prisoners to 
#a/aw them and a man with a hit of self-respect cannot tolerate all 
these things. I have seen with my own eyes that in the jail compound 
they ask the prisoners to come over to them and rub their feet. They 
speak in Urdu //ia« aJcey hdTnara gor dahao. This is the most objec- 
tionable feature of the jail administration which continues even after 
the repoii of the Pearson Committee and other committees and Govern- 
ment have not found their way to get rid of these Biharee warders. 

As regards the utensils, in which the food is distributed, they are 
generally iron utensils and therefore they are objectionable, as they 
are admitted to be poisonous and sometimes they have been used by the 
prisoners as both defensive and offensive weapons. 

As regards methars, I mean sweepers, I think it is really most 
objectionable. In the mufassal men are deputed from the ordinary 
prisoners, either Hindus or Muhammadans, and asked to do this work. 
I asked the jail authorities to do away with this system and they said 
that it is do]|e vrith the consent of the prisoners. That is not the point, 
Sir, The prisoners are made to do this work in order to l>e saved from 
the oppression of their warders. I know that even in Satkhira Jail 
a Musalman is doing the work of a methar. I asked him why he had 
become a methar and after cross-examination I brought out of hint 
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tliat te wag compelled to be a metbar tboiigh he was not^ methar — 
he was a man of jfood social position — ^biit for some reason in a rioting 
case he had to go to jail owing to some indiscretion. This is a system 
which prevails in most of the jails. 

As regards jail visitors, I may say that when they go and visit a 
jail tlie,v cannot elicit any information from the prisoners because the 
lordly head warders go round and ask the prisoners not to complain 
anything to the visitors. If they complain anything to the visitors 
then they will get what is called dholai, a sort of punishment. I have 
seen with my own eyes that if a prisoner proves a little obstinate these 
convict warders, who are the most vicious persons, put several blunted 
iron balls iuside a gunny bag and beat the prisoner right and left. 

1 know ol a man named Basiruddin who was very brutally treated. I 
was called by the Superintendent of the Alipore Central Jail to (*orro- 
borate this thing which I did. I understand that some reference w^s 
made t(.‘ it last year in this House. I went to the Alipore Central Jail ' 
and I pi 0 veil to the entire satisfaction of the Supeiintendent that thjls 
was the punishment in some of the jails even in the Alipore Jail in 
Calcutta. There is another thing which I cannot help saying, a most 
objectionable one, and this is the system of mlaming. I do not know 
when it was introduced. Sir, whenever a Superintendent enters a jail 
the cry goes out ^'Sircar ho salam'* and every prisoner has to stand up 
with his hand.s up and salute the lordly Superintendent. Ever^*^ oaidy 
morning at 5 ohdock when the jailor goes out he ought to be given tWt., 
sort of salam. I do not know under what circum8tan(‘es I was exemp^)il. 
from giving this sort of saJam to the Superintendent. Well, T was 
in the Central Jail and there I found the treatment which is accorded 
to European prisoners. I was talking to some of the hon’ble members 
here and I was told that if the Europeans are given the same class of 
food as Indians they would die. But I told them that I knew the 
position and j^icial status of the Europeans who went to jail. I 
know the people of Bengal are quite familiar with things like hcdar 
thore which is given to prisoners at Kajshahi. I complained to His 
Excellency the Governor when he visited the Kajshahi Jail and where 
I was also confined and complained also to the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly but 
without avail. 1 said a hungry dog would refuse to take it. Owing to 
my complaint I was at om*e transferred to the Alipore Central Jail and 
there I was kept in solitary confinement. I was a prisoner in the Midna- 
pore Jail when I w^s in the prime of life, namely 32, and even 4 months 
out of my 6 months’ imprisonment in Midnapore Jail were enough. 

I have properly called 'Ihe Midnapore Jail the “bastille” of Bengd. 
I remember that a Kanungo who was in Cbvemmeut service and had 
to go to jail succumbed to leprosy. On my transfer I requested the 
Superintendent not to transfer me to Midnapore but to Honolulu or^uiy- 
Vhere in the world. 
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Sit, wkat I wa« talking about European prisoners is, as members 
know, tbat in the category of European prisoners, Chinamen, l*ortu- 
gueae, Ooanese and Kahrs are put, everybody except Indians, and the 
food they get inside the jail, I assure you, they cannot get outside. 
I know the habits of Europeans, their education and culture. Inside 
the jail they get Rs. 29 for food, w’hile an Indian gets Bs. 4-8 a month. 
I can assure this House that the vices that prevail in the jails they are 
very seiious and 1 can assure the Hon'ble Member-in-charge that if he 
would go with me to-morrow to the Central Jail I could prove to his 
entire satisfaction what sort of unnatural vices aie going on almost in 
ever>’ jail of Bengal. 

[At this stage the member reached the time limit but was allowed by 
the Hon^le the President to continue for a minute more.] 

I am now to speak about smuggling. As a visitor I have often 
{deeded for the introduction of smoking, but the authorities would not 
accept my suggestion. As regards the condition inside the jail, I 
^ wnuld like to assure the House that everything, i.e., ganja, ckaras and 
opipm is smuggled into the jail by the warders. Therefore I would 
request the Hon’ble Member Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, to consider the 
matter of giving toba(^co to prisoners. I understand that in Lahore and 
some otlier jails this system is being introduced in order to do away with 
smuggling of ganja, etc. 

For these reasons we say that criminals are really manufactured in 
iails. Honest people after a tenn of imprisonment come out as crimi- 
j^s, I have seen some prisoners to keep even 27 guineas inside the 
' I do not know how they earn this amount of money. They 

generally keep it inside the throat — it is called kliopra. Now, I think, 
I have been able to convince this House that the system prevailing in 
Bengal jails is barbarous, vicious, cruel and what not, and I appeal 
to thivS House and hope that when Subhas Chandra Bose, J. M. Sen 
Gupta and other bravest and noblest sons of Bengal are in jail the 
ele(*ted members will unite and go with me to the lobby. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

MEMtER In ohargt of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
<tlio HonHilo Sir Piwitli Chunder Mitter): .Sii> Mr. Jalaludditi 
Hfwhemy has very strongly criticised the jail administration. Be 
has started by informing the House about his personal experience of 
jails. I cart well understand that his personal experience might have 
made him a little bitter about the jail administration; but I can assured 
him that others who also have personal experience are not so bitter 
about the jail administration in Bengal. Mr. Hashemy has practically 
eoncluded his speech by saying tbat the system prevailing in Bengal 
is vicious, cruel and so forth. By that I suppose he meant to indicate 
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ikat as compared with the jails in other provinces Bengal jails are 
very much wcrse. J may say this that other gentlemen, gentlemen of 
poHitioii and smdal standing, who had the misfortune of being in jail 
not because of any moral turpitude, but because they offended against 
man-made laws, some of them, at any rate, say that Bengal jails as 
compared with other jails are very much better. Sir, nobody can expect 
a pampered treatment in jails. But the treatment which one has a 
right to expect and the treatment which the jail authorities desire 
to mete out is that when a man goes to jail he must be kept in health. 
Every attempt should be made to improve hjs moral standard, although 
on that point much will depend on the material and the experience of 
the jail authorities is not always a very successful one. 

Now, Sir, that is the penological principle accepted by all countries 
and the jail authorities here trj^ their utmost to act according to this 
principle, namely, that the prisoner’s health must be maintained 
efforts should be made to improve the moral side of the prisoner. Now, 
if health has to In* maintained, it stands to reason that man’s previous 
standard of life plays un important part. It is because a man’s previous 
standard of life played an important part that five or six years pre- 
viously ceHaiii prisoners were given privileges of special class pri- 
soneix. 1 admit, Sir, that under the Jail Code then in force the only 
way in which such special class prisoners’ could he classified as such 
was to (dassify them in the same category as European prisonei’s; but 
recently memWrs of this House are aware that a good deal of agitation 
was raised on that point and the Government of India went into the 
matter fully. First of all. with members of the Legislative Assembly, 
then with members representing various provincial Governments atid 
finally again with members of the liCgislative Assembly. Very recently 
the Government of India issued their decisions and on those decisions 
the question of racial discrimination has been removed. One of the 
criticisms of Mr. Hasbemy was that the European prisoners are pam- 
pered and Indian prisoners are badly treated. Now I do not propose 
to tire this going to the various details of the decisions of 

the Government of India, but I would say generally that the principle 
laid down is based on a paragraph of a letter of the Government of 
India which, I believe, was placed before the members of the various 
Tail Committees in this province and that paragraph was this: — 

“The Government of India regard as fundamental the proposition 
that the standard of jail treatment for various classes of prisoners 
while avoiding any ^tendency towards extravagance should be sufEciently 
high for the mainihnanoe of the health and the strength of the class 
cdnoerned.” 

Acting OD that general principle what the Government of Indiu 
have directed i.^ that there will be one class of prisoners who may he 
described as Division T prisoners; irrespective of race, be he a Hindu 
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or a ]U ian, his treatment will be better than that of the' present 

special i^ass prisoners. There would be a second class of prisoners, 
and here again according to the recent decision there would be no 
question of discrimination, and this class would be placed more or less 
in the position analogous to that of the present special class prisoners 
and the rest of the prisoners would be treated as Division III 
piisoners. Now it may be said why should there be all this diffeientia- 
tion inside the jail, where they are all guests of the Government. The 
reason is that sound penological principle requires that the standard 
of life of a particular prisoner slumld be maintained. Suppose an 
Indian who is nurtured tenderly hsvs the misfortune to commit an 
offence which involves no inoi*al turpitude; suppose a man in driving 
his car kills another man. It may be that his act was rash and negli- 
gent and that man should he sent to pristin. Though there is no moral 
turpitude involved in his case, his rash and negligent conduct in the 
intwest of so(‘iety must l>e punished. Well, that man, if he is nurtured 
in a particular way and is given the same kind of diet as is given to 
a hardy son of the soil or is treated as a manual labourer, he will not 
only l)e doubly punished — the question of double punishment is not 
really relevant in jail administration but is a matter for the (‘ourts — 
hut he will come out of the jail as a physical wi*eck. Therefore if we 
accept the sound penological principle that the prisoner’s health must 
be maintained, there is justification for treating him without extra- 
vagance and without pampering him but according to such standard as 
will enable him to maintain his health. 

3-30 p.m. 

Now, Sir, I will give another illustration. Take a man who occupied 
a good position in life, and let me assume that such a man was a 
European. Recently there have been one or two convictions, at any 
rate, one conviction in which a European gentleman well educated 
and oocup 3 ring a good position in life was convicted, and there was an 
element of moral turpitude in that conviction. He was found guilty 
and punished. Therefore, take that man as an illustration, and take 
the first illustration, i.e., the man who by mere rash and negligent 
driving killed a man. There ought to be a difference between these two* 
cases. The second man ought to l)e placed under division two, but 
there should be no hesitation in placing the first man under division one. 
After this frank statement that in future there will be no racial dis- 
crimination, the discrimination will only be based on the standard 
necessary for the maintenance of health, I should think that much of 
the criticisms^ with which we were familiar in the past would be 
removed. These orders have been passed and we have already started 
foUcWiiig thetii and revising our own rules, and I hope and trust that 
it would be quite possible in the next three or four months, at any 
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pending tlie preparation and examination of the rules, we have already 
taken steps to give immediate effect to the decision of the Government 
of India. Th's is so far as the criticisms of Maulvi Jalaluddin Hashemy 
about the special treatment of European prisoners as compared withf 
Indian prisoners are concerned. Maulvi Jalaluddin Hashemy has 
treated the House with a long tale of generalisation of bad 
treatment of prisoners in jail. Well, Sir, I shoubi like to 
remind the House once of the fact which Maulvi Jalaluddin 
Hashemy has incidentally referred to. Every jail visiting committee 
includes two members of the liegislative Council us non-official 
visitors — two for each central or district jail and one for each sub- 
sidiary jail, anti until very recently many of the Swarajist members 
of this Council were also jail visitors. If there are specific grievances, 
that is primarily a matter for the jail visitors to record. It is ^|»eir 
primary duty to record in their report any such grievance. I "can 
assure the House that any adverse comment recorded by a jail visitor 
receives the closest attention not only of the Inspector -Oenerul of l^ri- 
flons, hut of the Secretary dealing with the department, and the 
Member-in-charge. Therefore, if there are specific complaints, this is 
not the place to deal with them. No doubt if your object be merely 
to air your grievances generally, you may hope to make a good effect 
on the House, but if your object is to remove the grievances — at any 
rate it ought to be the object of the elected representatives of the people 
in this House to remedy defects where defects exist, then specific defects 
should be recorded by jail visitors. I maj^ assure the House that no- 
body is keener about proper jail administration than the Inspector- 
General of Prisons, not only the present incumlwiit, but the fonner 
one, Lt.-Col. Hamilton, who is no longer with us, and any represen^iion 
made to him will receive his careful consideration. I remember' on 
one occasion, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee did bring to the notice of 
Lt-Ool. Hamilton certain allegations. Enquiries were forthwith made 
and Mr. %iiH|j|r4ee and Mr. Bijoy Krishna Bose, whose name, I 
believe, was ineiinblied in this connection, were written to, and evidence 
of likely persons was asked for. Bo far as I remember ultimately those 
who made the complaint were satisfied that a full enquiry had been 
made. Now, I may assure the House that if any specific allegation is 
made to the Inspector-General of Prisons, he will surely enquire into, 
it, and if after that enquiiy", members of this House are not satisfied, 
I am prepared to look into it, if I remain in charge of this department, 
and I am sure j^y other member who may take charge of the depart- 
ment, will do lo. Those who complain should remember one Aing 
that general allegatkffis cannot be enquired into; only specifia allege* 
tions can be enquired into. In the atmosphere of a jail a may 

eomplain, but when it comes to his coming forward and provta|t thet 
eomplaini, he ;nay not ^ set wilting. That may be a misfortune eommon 
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to publish our rules. In the meantime, 
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to the faistitution of jail, but that is an existing fact. So far as I am 
aware, and I have closely examined the question, every Superintendent 
is anxious to make jail administration a^ve criticism. Some of them 
are European officers of great experience and others are Indians of great 
standing. 1 am sure if any member desires to really improve the 
administration of jails, he may do so far nmre effectively by putting 
the Superintendents in possession of specific facts. The Su|)erintendent 
has many ways of enquiring into complaints far more effectively than 
the Inspector-General or the Government. 


Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I have your permission, 
Sir, to state one thing in this connection? 


The Hon’bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I shall be very 
pljj^ased, Sir, to answer any question that may be put by my friend 
Mr. Bannerjee. 

Bebu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With your permission, 
Sir, I have only one thing to say so far as the reference made to myself 
by the Hon’bie Member-in-charge in connection with the enquiry 
referred to is concerned. I forwarded evidence and Mr. Talaluddin 
Hashemy was examined in that connection, but we were never informed 
of the result of the enquiry. 

The Hon’bie Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I never knew 
that my friend was not informed of the result of tlie emjuiry. So far 
as-.iiy memory goes. I believe, Lt.-t’ol. Hamilton told me that some of 
tbe gentlemen who complained, whether Balm Jitendralal Bannerjee 
or Babu Bijoy Krishna Bose or any one else I do not renieinl>er, were 
informed. It may be, however, that he thought that verbal communi- 
cation was enough. Our main point is that when a specific complaint 
is made, an enquiry is promptly made wdth such material as is avail- 
able, One word more and I have done. 

Miulvt SYED JALALUDDINv HASHEMY: Will the Honide 
Member be pleased to tell us about the methar service? 

The Hon’bii Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; About the 
metbars, my information is that many convicts willingly want to takd 
up this avocation in jail. Mr. Hashemy said that they are not willing, 
hut I can only say this that whatever these allegations may he, the 
best wny of dealing with them, as I have already said, is to bring them 
to aotice of the Superintendent in tbe first instance 

(^Oie time-limit under the head *‘25. — Jails and Convict Settlement* 
having beeii reached the Hon*ble Member resumed his seaL) 
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The motion of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddm Hashemy was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 

AYEt. 


AlmiM, Mftufvl ttMuntutfSIn. 

Ali, AlAuIwi HatMii. 

■alitli, Maulvi Syad Majid. 

■allabh, Rai Bahadur Dtbaiidra Nath. 
Bantrjl, Mr. P. 

BannarjM, Babu Jltandralal. 

Baau, Babu iatindra Nath. 

Batu Mr. Nartndra Kumar. 

BUM, Mr. t. M. 

Bural, Babu Ookul Chand. 

ChattarjM, Mr. B. 0. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kithori Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, Or. Jogondra Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atimua- 
zaman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Athrafuddin. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Nurai Aboar. 
Chowdhury, HaJI BadI Ahmtd. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Eutufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Faziullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Qhott, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Quha, Babu Profutta Kumar. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abduk 
Hathtmy, Maulvi tytd Jalaluddin. 

Hobut, Kazi Emdadul. 


Hottain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Nub, Khan Sahib Maulvi BaMul. 

Huq, Mr. A. K. Pazl.ul. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Lai Muhammad, Naji. 

Law, Mr. iurtndra Nath. 

Maltl, Mr. R. 

Mitra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Mooktrjtt, Mr. Syamapratad. 
Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Nag, Babu Suk Lai. 

Poddar, Stth Hunuman Protad. 

Rai Mahatai, Munindra Otb. 

Ray, Babu Khotttr Mohan. 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu Satlth Chandra. 
Rout, Babu Hotoni. 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Pratad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Salletwar Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Roy, Mr. Shanti Shtkharotwar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. 
iamad, Maulvi Abdut. 

Saroar, Or. Sir Nilratan. 

Son Oupta, Or. Nartth Chandra. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 


N0E8. 


CatMlIt, Mr. A. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cohen, Mr. 0. J. 

Cooper, Mr. C. Q. 

Oaln, Mr. & R. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. 

Eaeeon, Mr, B. A. 

Farobul, the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 
K. 0. M. 

Forroetor, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Qanguli, Rai Sahib Sueil Kumar. 

Bhoeh, Mr. M. C. 

Bhooh, Rai Bahadur Shaehanka Kumar. 
Ohuznavl, the l^'ble Aihadj Sir 
Abdelktrim. 

Bordon, Mr. A. O. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Oumer, Mr. G. W. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Habue, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. 
Hogg, Mr. B. P. 

Hoealn, Nawab Mueharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hueealn, Maulvi Latafat. 

Ineoh, Mr. J. 


Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

MItter, the Hon'ble Sir Provaeh Chunder. 
Moberly, the Hon'ble Mr. A, N. 

Nag, Reverend B. A. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja. 
Pinnoll, Mr. L. B. 

Prentloe, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. 

Ray, the Hon'ble Kumar Shib Shehhai^ 
eewar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Rote, Mr. a F. 

Roy, Maharaja Jagadleh Nath, of OInajpur. 
Sarkar, Sir Jadunath. 

Sarker, Ril Sahib Rebatl Mohan. 

Sen, Rai Sahib Akehoy Kumar. 

Stanton, Mr. H. E. 

Steen, Lt<€oL H. B. 

Stevone, Mr. H. S. C. 

Travere, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4 , 

Wordtworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes hetog and the Noes 45, the following motion was 
carried : — 

“That the demanti of Rs. 33,89,000 under the head ‘25. — Jails and 
Convict Settlements’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on 
the sutfsrings of the prisoners in general and particularly political 
prisonWHl).” 
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Th^iollowixig motion was not put as it was corered by the foregoing 
decision ^f the Council : — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08H: “That the demand of Rs. 28,04,000 
under the head *25A. — Jails’ be reduced by Re. 1 (no provision for mos- 
quito curtains in the jails in the malarious districts).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. dJl,89,000, as amended by the Council, 
be granted for expenditure under the head “25. — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” was then put and agreed to. 

The time-limit having been reached the following motions under the 
head “25. — Jails and Convict Settlements” were not put: — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSH: “That the demand of Rs. 5,77,000 
under the head ‘25B. — Jail manufactures’ be reduced by Rs. 10,000.” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 33,89,000 
under the head ‘25. — Jails and Convict Settlements’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to criticise the general policy of jail administration).” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 
Rs. 33,89,000 under the head ‘25. — Jails and Convict Settlements’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss about giving the convicts facilities to 
perform their imperative religious duties and matters in connection 
thereto).” 


26^Poli€6. 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): On the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,96,93,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “26. — Police.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is there any objection if I have one discussion 
on motions Nos. 242 to 250? I think we had better do tliat. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 31,61,000 under the head “26A. — Presidency Police — Calcutta 
Police” be reduced by Rs. 5,00,000. 

Sir, in moving this motion I beg to say a few words as to the un- 
deniable fadt that all good Governments have a higher mission than 
the mere police duty of maintaining peace, order and security among 
individual people. In fact they ought to do more for their citizens 
than merely them from or prosecuting for robbing or murdering 
one another. I say that under the present circumstances of the country 
the Government does not do all that it can or ought to do, when it 
merely tries to protect the individual from violence and fraud and leaves 
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kim along to struggle against ruinous conditions, such as pent(^, illi- 
teracy, etc., which the State alone is capable of removing. I^e juris- 
diction of the Presidency police extends including the suburb8\^proxi<> 
raately over ‘‘JO square miles. There are one Commissioner, ,l§; Deputy 
and AHsistant Commissioners, 56 Inspectors, 100 Sub-Inspectors, 199 
Sergeants, 4S7 Assistant Sub-Inspectors, and 54 Indian officers oi the 
armed police, ?>88 sepoys and f3,486 constables. It is a huge force and^ 
two and a half times larger than that of Glasgow which has only 
2,000 heads in the police. The police force of Bombay and Madras 
cities^ in reference to area and population, are remarkably less than 
that of Calc utta. Each year we find that the number of crimes has 
been increasing. In 1923 we find that out of Rs. 18,41,042 worth of 
stolen proi)erty only property worth Rs. 4,78,356 was recovered. In 
1924 out of Rs. 14,42,332 worth of stolen property only Rs. 2,77,248 
worth of property was recovered. In 1925 out of Rs. 12,99,065 worth 
of stolen property only Rs. 2,46,106 worth of property was recovered. 
In 1926 out of Rs. 10,88,467 worth of stolen property only Rs. 2,04,945 
worth of property was recovered, and this sort of thing is taking plac^ 
up till now. What do these figures indicate? This shows the in- 
efficiency of the police and nothing else. 

Sir, in the recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee (page 61, 
paragraph 188) I found that the recommendations were five Deputy 
Commissioners and six Assistant Commissioners, that is, a total of 11 
in all, whereas at i)resent there are 15 Officers. Clothing charges, as 
shown in this year’s estimate, is also too high — Rs. 1,93,251. This is 
too heavy and tlie Committee considered — I mean the Retrenchment 
Committee — that there was extravagance here and it had proposed the 
reduction of 25 per cent. Regarding pay, the average pay in the 
Calcutta Police is higher than the Bengal Police. The Committee 
opined that the cost of living is higlier in (’alcutta than in the mufassal 
but on the other hand there is abundant evidence that officers prefer 
Calcutta on account of its edm ational and general facilities. Inspectors 
and Sub-Inspectofli we kept supplied with kit, a benefit which the cor- 
responding ranks in the mufassal do not receive and the residential 
difficulty in Calcutta is met by the grant of generous bouse allowances. 
We are doubtful if the di.sparity of pay of Inspectors can be justified. 

^ This was the opinion given by the Retrenchment Committee in its re- 
port (page 63, paragraph 191). Then as regards rents, rates and taxes 
out of a total expenditure of Rs. 31,61,000 it is certainly 
a huge sum estimated for rents, rates and taxes and the Committee 
in its report bah- written “the rates appear to vary considerably 
in all grades and o®^‘ the whole seem to be extravagant.’* This 
was the opinion of the Retrenchment Committee. As regards 
“Other charges” in the budget estimate, we find that provisions 
have been made under different heads, e.g., travelling allowance, 
homte rent, and* other allowances, compensation, for dearness of lood» 
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cloth ii^ charges, contract contingencies, other non-contract charges, etc, 
I do n^llreally understand what other charges are left for which 
Rs. 2,wft including non- voted is set apart under the head “Other 
charges, f ^n spite of that I fail to understand what “Other charges** 
means and therefore I submit that although the expenditure is increasing 
every year by leaps and bounds it is a regrettable fact that the efficiency 
of the police has not increased to any appreciable extent. The foot-paths 
are impassable on account of the numerous shops held on them. Innocent 
men are daily victimised by bead-gamblers. I know there is a network 
of organised bead gamblers throughout the city, and they have in their 
employment hundreds of agents. Some years ago I fell into their trap. 
I was requested to call at a big zamindar*s house at Sova Bazar Street 
by one of his agents who posed himself as the zamindar’s durwan. I 
went there, the so-called zamindar w’as not there, his manager as I was 
told, showed me much respect, and requested to wait a little. I waited 
for a little while when the zamindar came and the manager introduced 
me to his master. The zamindar emjuired of me whether I would be 
able to go to Benares to treat his mother who was staying at Benares. 
When these ( onversations were going on a man came there and said, 
“Sir, I am a magician, and if you will kindly permit me 1 may please 
you with my wonderful performances.” The zamindar permitted him 
and this so-called magician began to <*ount the beads which he had 
brought with him. He told the zamindar that — “Sir, I know you have 
spent a large sum in betting in the races and it will be really interesting 
to plav these beads if we agree to betting.” The zamindar agreed and 
played three times and each time he lost a thotisand rupees to that man, 
the zamindar smilingly paid him Rs, and went upstairs requesting 

me to wait a little as he would soon come back. In the meantime the 
manager began to allure me and induce me in a play with his master. 
After a short while when his master returned the manager told him that 
the doctor was desirous of playing with. him. He was muc‘h pleased to 
hear this proposal and invited me to play. But I told him that I had 
not brought money with me. He was much disappointed and at once 
moved away telling his manager to keep in readiness Rs. 26,000 next 
day so that he could play with the doctor. While he was going away 
I reminded him of the purpose for which he had called me. While 
going away hastily he told me that it was too late to settle then an^ 
would settle it the next day. On my return home I related this to an 
Inepeetor of the Criminal Investigation Department and told him that 
I could take him to the place and would help in arresting the gang, but 
the Inspector told me that there was a very clever class of men that even 
the beet polio^en of Calcutta were not able to arrest them. It would 
be sheer waste of time and energy to attempt. What we did in these 
cases was to catch hold of the agent, if possible and give him a good 
thrashing, so I gave up all hope of bringing these men to book. 
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Only recently about a couple of months ago a Muhammadan fellow 
posing himself as a hide merchant of Calcutta came to me at the south- 
western end of the Curzon garden talking with a constable. I often 
come to know of men being victimised by this gang, they are carrying 
on this nefarious business on such a wide scale in this big city without 
being checked, it is a matter of great shame to the police. I do not 
believe that the police is unable to extricate them but they do not care 
to round them up — the reasons are not far to seek. Comparing the huge 
sum spent on the police force we get in return very little help from the 
police. This shows that the lives and property, the protection of which 
depends on the police are insecure as ever. Murders and stabbings go on 
merrily in the broad daylight in the streets of Calcutta and remain 
untraced. Abductions and enticements have become an everyday occur- 
rence. But the self same police force for which we spend so much of 
our hard-earned money, become vigilant and abnormally active at the 
time of public meetings. Here the police are found dispersing the inno- 
cent non-violent school-boys and disciplined volunteers of social, reli- 
gious and political organisations by freely using their iron-clad man- 
killing lathies. The football season is coming and one will find that the 
police are dispersing the innocent and respectable spectators by means 
of batons and lathies. When there is no chance of any breach of peace 
it is the appearance of the police which is responsible for a breach of 
the peace; it is they who break the law first and create golmal. We 
should not encourage this sort of thing and grant more and more money 
for it every year. 

It is high time for the Government to retrace its steps back and 
cry halt. Volumes can be said of this pet department of the Government 
but all in vain ; it is nothing but crying in wilderness. We should not 
encourage the lavish and extravagant expenditure on the police and 
hence I appeal to the House to reduce the demand by Rs. 5,00,000. The 
police is meant for the protection of the people but when a man is really 
duped he gets very little or even no protection from the police. Com- 
plaints are not entered into the diaries in the cases of illiterate or half 
educated men. One can merrily go on with his nefarious business if he 
can enlist the sympathy of the so-called angels of peace. These people 
certainly get the protection but seldom they who are the easy prey of 
these pests of the town. The cost for the maintenance of the Calcutta 
police is borneLl)y the people of the whole province but it is a sad irony 
of their fate that Ijli® mufassalites are in most cases the easy victims, 
and they are the people who are paid ve'ry little attention to by the 
polioe. 

Regarding the expenditure one will see that last year the Police 
estimate was raised by Rs. 5 lakhs and this year it has been raised hy 
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Bb. 5 lakhs, ^l^is is a big increase and I do not Inow whether any 
reasoxmble caselsan be made out by the Hon’ble Member-in-charge for 
this hage increasca 

Sir, in conclusion I would say that we have not come here to play 
the r61e of the Swarajists. We have come here to co-operate with 
Government when pOvSsible and oppose when we must. I do not want 
to be misunderstood. We have not come here to wreck or paralyse the 
Government by constant opposition but to work the reforms. We have 
entered the Council to the greatest chagrin of the majority of our coun- 
trymen with the only hope of proving to the people that the reforms if 
worked will be of real benefit to the people. But, Sir, if the grants to 
the police and other reserved departments are made abnormally high the 
natural consequence is bound to follow that the nation-building depart- 
ments will suffer from inanition. I have been testing the sincerity of 
the Government by moving small cuts during the last week and I must 
say that I am to a great extent despaired of: Sir, my appeal to those 
on the opposite side through you is not to force us to adoj)t the policy 
of our Swarajist predecessors by their adamantine and unyielding atti- 
tude. The rejection of such reasonable cuts as I have moved now will 
be as disheartening and as displeasing as it will be intolerable for all 
concerned with the welfare of the country. If I am permitted to say, 
I may assert in no uncertain words that that way does not lie the remedy. 
We have to go deeper into the evil and must get to its roots. If we 
are really bent upon eradicating criminal propensities in man we should 
first of all banish illiteracy, unemployment, etc., from our province. 
We should in the next step provide larger sums of money for the ade- 
quate equipment and adornment of the inassinind killing thereby all 
the criminal and evil propensities in man. Sir, this way lies the remedy. 
In proportion as society emancipates itself and increases in population 
and complexity, as it passes from the savage to the barbarous and from 
the barbarous to the civilized state, a higher moral duty than that simply 
of a policeman is laid upon the Government, namely, that of contributing 
to the perfection of the national life, to the development of the nation^s 
wealth and well-being, its morality and its intelligence. With the 
gradual growth and development of the intellectual capacities of the 
citizens the need for the police constantly diminishes. But this accepted 
order of things is in practice just reversed in Bengal. 

1 have a few words to say regarding the money allotted under the 
head “Secret Service.” There is no justification for the grant of the 
demand for Rs. 27,000 under this head for Secret Service and Rs. 3,000 
as reward to private persons. Secret Service money Rs. 27,000 and 
again Rs. T, 12,000 under head “Criminal Investigation Department.” 
It is not known how and when and where this money is spent. No one 
knows whether from the Secret Service money, the wretched creatures 
known as agent provocateurs are provided. The Hon'ble Mr. Moberly 
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miglit deny this charge but he should tell ios for what purposes this money 
is spent; we have a right to know this. We believe that the habitual 
offenders, panwallas and biriwallas are engaged for giving evidence in 
police and political cases. It is really a mystery to us that we are not 
as yet informed as to how this money is spent although so much exercise 
of the lungs is done by the hon^ble members of this House every year. 
How can the Government demand such grants the object of which it has 
not the courage to disclose even to those who will pay. Poor men’s 
money is spent but their representatives are kept in the dark : this gives 
us the suspicion that however may the Government deny the charges the 
fact is apparent that this money is estimated only to maintain the spies,, 
informers, and some vagabonds at the cost of the public to serve the 
public in a most reprehensible manner. The opinion of Sir Reginald 
Clark in the year 192*^ is worth reiteration : have had much expe- 

rience of these agen(‘ies in the East and often wonder whether they do 
not raise more devils than they lay.” The late Commissioner of Police^ 
Calcutta, gave this glowing testimony to these men of the Secret Service. 
These men (an do things unimaginable by the people; they can make or 
mar the future of many an innocent soul. It is in their power to put A 
into jail where the real offender is B. In this way the prospects of 
hundreds of youths of our country have been cruelly hampered. Was it 
not that hundreds of our young hopefuls had to undergo the awful 
hardships of internments, were they not the future hopes of their parents 
forcibly taken away merely on the report of these informers. Their 
very name is a bugbear to the youths of Bengal. It will be an unpar> 
donable sin on our part if we agree to vote even a single pice for secret 
service. Let the Government get ihe demand passed by all means but 
we refuse to be a party to that unholy business. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not know if the Hon’ble Member would 
like to take up this motion first because it relates to the Calcutta Police 
and may be from the group which I have drawn. He may or 

may not do so, however. 


Th% Hofl’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : I think, Sir, all the motions you 
mention belong to the head “Presidency Police” but I am prepared to 
deal with this particular motion separately because I shall want much 
more than half an hour if I am to deal with all the motions together. 

' To begin wi^, this motion seems to me to be based on an error in 
arithmetic. It is proposed to cut the demand for the Calcutta Police by 
Bs. 5 lakhs because it is said that it is Rs. 5 la'khs more than that for last 
year^ But actually this year it is Re. 25,000 less. After this brief 
explanation the mover may perhapiS withdraw his motion. However, m 
cai|s he does no^, I will go on. 
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He ^<^>0866 to reduce the (femand for the Calculi Police by Rg. & 
lakbs bill he does not show where this Re. 5 lakhs is going to come from. 
The Retrenchment Committee proposed to reduce the number of Deputy 
Commissioners, Assistant Commissioners, but even if it were reduced to 
what the Retrenchment Committee recommended the saving would not 
come anywhere near Rs. 5 lakhs. 

Then the mover complained that the clothing charges were too high. 
The expenditure on clothing charges is chiefly incurred on clothing the 
constables and I do not know whether the member expects that we shall 
be able to get constables who will find their own clothes and be decently 
dressed. 


4-15 p.m. 

Personally, 1 am very much inclined to doubt it. There was a time 
when private servants used to find their own clothing but that time ia 
vanishing very fast. 

Then, the mover complained that the pay of the police officers in 
Calcutta was higher than in the mufassal, although officers prefer Cal- 
cutta. The Calcutta Police Force is quite a separate force from the 
mufassal force ; so there is no question of transferring officers of the Pro- 
vincial and Subordinate services from the mufassal to Calcutta. 
Actually, it was found that on the pay which we were giving to con- 
stables, head constables and sergeants up to 1928 we absolutely could not 
get m«^n, though there were a large number of vacancies to be fille<l up. 
People were taken in who barely passed the medical test or did not pasa 
it, in order to fill up the gaps; they went to the training school and 
money was wasted on their training, as they resigned or were discharged 
owing to their unfitness. All that caused a considerable waste of money 
and the result was that their pay had to be increased. We increased the 
pay of these particular ranks because we could not fill the posts. We did 
not increase the pay of Sub-Inspectors, although they had a certain 
amount of grievance; the reason is that as we had no difficulty in filling 
these ranks, we wanted to avoid charging the people of Bengal anything 
more than could be helped. I think if the mover will consult the 
superior ranks of the Subordinate service in the Calcutta Police, he will 
find that they consider that they are by no means over-paid. 

Then, the mover spok^ of rents, rates and taxes. We borrowed some 
money from the Govomraent of India and we built some new thanas. ' 
The result of that has been that the rents, rates and taxes, I am glad 
to say, have decreased and not increased. Previously they were, I admit, 
increasing by leaps and ^unds, due mainly to the rapacity of thr 
Calcutta landlords. However, we have now got better buildings in cen- 
tral Calcutta and we hope later on, perhaps in 1931-32, to come up to tho 
Council for eanction to a loan to be taken to improve the p<dice buildingo 
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in the suburbs, and 1 hope that with a view to reducing these items of 
rents, rates and taxes, they will gladly vote the sum required. The 
increase in expenditure has mainly been due to the increase in the pay 
of the lower ranks of the police as I have just pointed- out. Actually, we 
are asking this year altogether for the Presidency police Rs. 5,000 less 
than we asked for last year, and that notwithstanding the fact that we 
have provided for a slightly increased establishment in the Public Vehi- 
cles Department, which is a matter of supreme importance to the public 
and which pays for itself, and also for police in the King George’s Dock. 
If one has a large new ‘dock, he has to get police to look after it, and in 
this particular case the Port Commissioners pay seven-tenths of the cost. 
I was not sure what line the mover would take in moving this motion 
and so I have not got the statistics which he has at his disposal. I think, 
however, that if he goes back a few years, he will find that the number 
of daylight robberies and stabbings, which he says are frequent, are 
considerably less than they used to be. In a crowded and congested city 
like Calcutta, I am afraid, that daylight robberies and stabbings will 
never be entirely absent; but the number has decreased very much, 
though in 1928 the number may bave been rather larger than in 1927. 
That, however, was partly due to the return of a good many people who 
had been removed from Calcutta under the Presidency Area Emergency 
Security Act after the communal riots of 1926. 

The mover then spoke about the smaller cost of the Police in Bombay 
and its smaller force, I think if he remembers the recent history of 
Bombay, he will find that the force there was found to be inadequate. 
I believe that they have just come up not only for an increase in the 
Police force but also for increased powers. 

The mover has referred to a hardy annual, viz., the question of the 
proportion of stolen property recovered. I have had to deal with it 
every year that I have had to defend the Police budget. The reason, of 
course, is that a very large proportion of the property stolen is unidenti- 
fiable. It is also very difficult indeed to catch burglars with the stolen 
property unless they are caught red-handed. One may get information 
about a gang by means of the much despised secret service money, and 
when the police do get hold of a gang and round them up they get back 
a good deal of the stolen property, some of which is identified and some 
is not. But never will you find that any considerable proportion of the 
property can be recovered unless the men are actually caught in the act 
of stealing. Next comes the case of the bead-gamblers. I seem to 
remember having seen in the papers that some of these people were tried 
and convicted in the courts, although I cannot at the moment give 
details about it. ’ 

Pinally, 1 come to the question of the secret service money. The 
mover says, first of all, that there is no justification for it, and secondly 
that he dose know how this money is spent. If he knows how tike 
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manejr in spent then whai is tlio good of calling it 'Wret service 
money P’ And if he does not know how the money is spent, then how 
can he say that there is no justihcation for spending itP As regards his 
remarks that the money is spent on agents provocateur, although there 
is not much use in saying anything about it, as he is apparently not pre- 
pared to believe me if I do, I can assure him that the money is not spent 
on such persons. The sum that is actually allotted to Calcutta is not 
very large. It is not only spent on dealing' with political crime but it is 
also spent on detective work. Perhaps, members may remember that 
there was a case not long ago when a very extensive system of thefts from 
shipping up and down the river was detected. A certain amount of 
smuggling also goes on and the revenue has to be protected. There are 
also gangs of burglars and other criminals about whom we have to get 
information before we can bring them before the Courts. We are told 
on the one hand thal the police are absolutetly inefficient in dealing witli 
criminals, but on the other hand, the mover wants to take away the 
small sum of money which assists them to do what they can, inadequate 
though he may consider the results to be. 

The mover said something about hundreds of young men who had 
been interned. I think that the total number of people dealt with 
under the Ordinance of 1924 and the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1925, was well under 200. He has also quoted a sentence from a 
letter written by a former Commissioner of Police. The letter was 
written sometime ago, and as far as I can remember it requires to be 
read as a whole. If you read only one sentence and leave out the rest, 
it gives a wrong impression. However, as I have not got the letter here, 
I cannot read it. It is possible that the Calcutta Police are not as per- 
fect as they might be, but all the same I think that they are a force of 
which Calcutta has every right it) be proud and that they are steadily 
improving. In the Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioners and the 
Assistant Commissioners of Police we have tried officers, who are anxious, 
above all things, to give Calcutta a thoroughlj* efficient police. If the 
mover has any specific complaints to make about the administration of 
the police and is not merely actuated by a desire to take away Rs. 6 lakhs 
from this grant to spend on something else and if be will get into com- 
munication with Sir Charles Tegart or Mr. Bartley or the Deputy Com- 
missioner in charge of the particular section of the town where he lives, 
I can assure him that they will do everything they can to meet his com- 
plaints. Perhaps, the mover will now withdraw his motion. 

Dr. AMULYA R ATAN CHOSE S Fortunately or unfortunately, Sir, 
I have not 1>een able to— — — 


Mr. PRESIDEIiTs Dr. Ghoee, you ore not entitled to make a re|dy. 
Tom can either withdraw or insist on your motion being put. 
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Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to explain soinetbing abont 
what the Hon’ble Member has said. He has asked me nndir what heads 
I want to out the money, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want to say something by way of personal 
explanation, you may do so and in that case you must be very brief and 
absolutely to the point. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Regarding the Deputy and Assist- 
ant Commissioners I have said that according to the recommendations 
of the Retrenchment Committee if 11 such officers be employed, a large 
amount of money can be saved. 

Tha HOfl’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, I have tried to deal with 
this point. Even if we do this we shall not find the money. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was then put and lost. 

[At 4-30 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 4-43 p.m.] 

The following motions were called hut not moved : — 

Rai Bahadur 8ATISH CHANDRA MUKHARdl: ^‘That the demand 
of Rs. 20,000 under the head ‘26 A. — Presidency Police — Port Police — 
Pay of Inspectors’ be reduced by Rs. 3,800.” 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdl: “That the 
demand of Rs. 38,300 under the head ‘26A. — ^Presidency Police — Port 
Police — Pay of Sergeants’ be reduced by Rs. 5,100.” 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: “That the demand 
of Rs. 30,28,904. under the head ‘26A. — Presidency Police — Pay of 
Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 80,304.” 

Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 41,08,900 under the head “26 A. —Presidency 
Police” be reduced by Rs. 5,25,000. 

Sir, just now Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose has moved a motion on the 
Calcutta Police. My motion is for the Presidency Police, which covers 
Calcutta Police as well as other police. 

Hi " ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not, perhaps, speak anything about 
tba Calcutta Police, because the House has already gmn its decision 
Cwith regard to the same. • 
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-Mildiri iHAIIillODIil AHMED: Sir, everybody knows that 
Government maintains the police for preservinj? law and order and also 
to see that breach of the peace is not committed. The manner of recruit- 
ment of police is, I think, absolutely wronpr, especially in this province 
of Bengal. As has already been said in this House, non-Bengalis in very 
large numbers are recruited in the police force. That is one of the 
reasons why policemen do not realise the actualities of the situation, and 
they cannot meet emergencies. It is a notorious fact. Sir, which is very 
well known in Calcutta, that the policemen make their appearance with 
their red pugrees after the disturbance is over, and that they very often 
catch hold of innocent persons and take them to the police lock-up. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, I may tell you at this stage that 
such remarks as you are making may be permissible when you are speak- 
ing on the police budget generally. You cannot forget that your motion 
proposes a substantial economic cut and you have to justify the same 
chiefly on economic grounds. 

MaulviSHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I was coming to it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should remember that your motion is not 
for a token cut. 

Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The whole police administration 
is top-heavy. It may be said that the whole administration is top-heavy. 
But it is more so in the polif^e department. I will just now place some 
figures before the House in this connexion. In Calcutta there is one 
Commissioner, 15 Deputy Commissioners and Assistant (Vinmissioners, 
118 assistants and (tlerks, d2 servants, 20 other permanent establishment, 
56 Inspectors, 100 Sub-Inspectors, 199 Sergeants, 487 Assistant Sub- 
Inspectors and head constables and 3,486 constables. Sir, I will leave 
the administrative part of the affair until I finish with recruitment. I 
was saying that the recruitment of police is absolutely wrong. Probably, 
Government thinks that by bringing non-Bengali policemen Government 
will be able to maintain law and order in this province more efficiently 
than if they take in Bengalis, whether Hindus or Muhammadans. In 
the first place, the difficulty is that the people of Bengal do not understand 
the languages of non-Bengali policemen. It makes no difference to them 
that the non-Bengali policemen are recruited from Bihar, the United 
Provinces or elsewhere. If the policemen were recruited from amongst 
the Bengalis, they would have been able to know the temperament of the 
people, and from the point of view of detection of crimes, it would yield 
Mter results.* From the point of view of detection of crimes, recruit- 
ueut of non-Bengalis is absolutely wrong. 

Sir, the inefficiency of the police was well demonstrated during the 
[kloutta riots. If, according to my suggestion, the present system ii 
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given the go-by and Bengali policemen are taken in, and if real efficiency 
is cared for, then no slur would be brought on the police administration^ 
as was the case during the Calcutta riots. Everybody knows how the 
Calcutta riots continued for a long time. That proves conclusively the 
utter worthlessness and inefficiency of the police, especially that of 
Calcutta. 

Tlie House knows very well that there is no system of mass education 
here. I admit that is also one of the reasons why literate policemen 
cannot be had. I remember, Sir, that a few days back in this Council 
one of the members on the official side said that because the Bengalis were 
not up to the mark as regards physique they were not recruited in the 
police force. I cannot appreciate the force of that argument. It is like 
another argument that is put forward in season and out of season that 
we Indians are not fit for running the administration and so not fit for 
getting Swaraj. 

Sir, everybody knows that the requisite height and cliest measure- 
ments can be had even amongst the Bengalis. And I believe that if 
Bengalis are recruited in very large numbers, they would certainly prove 
better than the uncultured non-Bengali policemen that are employed in 
this province. 

Sir, the Ifon’ble Member-in-charge would be glad to know that the 
educated policemen, who according to his statement the other day, were 
being taken in in the mufassal, have, so far as our information goes, 
proved themselves efficient Sub-Inspectors and Assistant Sub-Inspectors. 
I do not know why the policy which is followed in the case of the mufassal 
police is not followed in the case of the Presidency police also. 

As regards salary, I am sorry I cannot put in any definite suggestion 
before this House. I cun only say that the present system of recruiting 
non-Bengalis should be done away with as early as possible, and recruit- 
ment of Bengalis should be undertaken as soon as possible. 

I have already said that the police administration, like other adminis- 
trative departments, is top-heavy. If you cut down expenditure from the 
toy by reducing the number of the inspecting staff, you will be able to 
increase the number of constables, and at the same time be able to save 
money without impairing the efficiency of the administration. 

In the year 1927-28, the Presidency police cost Rs. 37,16,000; this 
year it is Rs. 41,09,000. I do not understand why such a large increase 
has become ne^ssary in such a short time. I do not know whether 
Government have in iview the impending civil disobedience compaign to 
be launched by the Congress. There is a surplus grant in the police 
budget. Sir, I submit that the sooner this top-heavy administration goes, 
the better for the people of this province, as it will mean a less expen- 
sive police administration for them. 



nwu.j^rr FOB ORAITTS. m 

Thefelldwing motion was called bnt not mored ; — 

Di*" AM'ULYA RATAN CHOSE 8 “That the demand of 

Rs. 41,08,900 under the head ‘26 A. —Presidency Police’ be reduced bv 
Rs. 10,000.” ^ 

The Hon’ble the President then called upon Uy. P. N. Guha to move 
his motion No. 248. 

The Hon’ble Mr^ A. N. MOBERLY : Sir, mifrht I deal with Maulvi 
Shamsuddin Ahmed's motion now? It is a different subject alto^^ether. 

Mf« PRESIDENT: I had already decided, with the (consent of the 
House, to have one discussion on motions Nos. 242 to 250. Motion 
No. 242, however, was taken separately. Is there any special reason 
for which motion No. 246 should also be excluded from the proup, T am 
prepared to consider that point. 

Tha Hoi1*bl6 Ai N« MOBERLY : It is exactly like* the previous 
sne, Sir. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: If it is a matter of convenien<*e to you to reply 
to this now, I have no objection. 

Tha Hon’bl0 Mr^ A» N* MOBERLY : It will save my making a very 
long speech. 

) p.m. 

I despair of my friend Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed. He says lie can- 
not understanrl the increase in the police budget, and he suggests that it 
8 due to an increase in establishment with a view to civil disobedience 
)r something or other of that kind. I tried to explain about half 
in hour ago that the pay of the lower ranks of the Calcutta Police, 
da., sergeants, liead constables and constables, was increased in 
die middle of the year 1928 on the ground that we could not get 
•ecruits on the pay previously offered. That measure only began 
to have its full effect during the current year, 1929-50. The inttreased 
pay was only in force for four months of 1928-29, and consequently the 
ictuals of 1928-29 were much smaller than the budget of 1 929-30 and the 
budget of 1930-31. The increase as compared with 1927-28 is not due to 
iny increase personnel, but simply due to the inerease in pay. Then, 

[ do not quite understand how Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed can move a 
mt of five and a quarter lakhs, and at the same time ask us to recruit 
more Bengali constables, because if he takes away five and a quarter 
lakhs, we shall not be able to recruit any constables at all. I am 
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^ extremely sorry that he should have cast siich a slur tipou the Beu^^Us, 
as he did, when he suggested that the maintenance of law and order 
might be more efticiently carried out by upcountry men than by Bengalis. 
That, Sir, I think is tantamount to saying that upcountry men are more 
loyal to Government than Bengalis are. I most emphatically repudiate 
any suggestion of that kind. The police force in Calcutta contains a 
large number of Bengali officers, and I maintain that there is no police 
force in the world which contains braver and more loyal officers and men 
than there are in the Calcutta police. I am ashamed of Maulvi Sham- 
euddin Ahmed, and I hoi>e his countrymen will also be ashamed of him 
when he suggests that the Bengali is likely to be less loyal to Government 
than the upcountry man. It is true that we have difficulty in getting 
Bengali constables; in the higher ranks of the police there is no difficulty 
whatever in getting Bengalis, but as regards the constables we have 
difficulty. The difficulty is partly due to the smallness of the pay and 
partly due to lack of physique. The two, more or less, go together, but 
I must say that it is absolutely essential that our recruits shall be fully 
up to the necessary prescribed standard of physique and general health. 
It may not be generally understood that a policeman’s life, even in Cal- 
cutta, is not a happy one. People may think that the traffic coiri|table 
who stands at the cross roads for hours at a time with first one hand up 
and then the other liand up, and sometimes both hands up, is having a 
picnic. I would only suggest that Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed might 
stand by that constable for an hour in the sun and see whetlier he does 
not require a good deal of physique. It is no use asking us to recruit 
•constables, who after going through the course of (!onstables’ training 
school or after a short period of service would say that they could not 
stand the work and wished to resign. What we want is strong willing 
workers. It is not sufficient for Government to say that they want 
Bengalis. The Bengalis have to agree to become constables. We can 
ask them to come, but they may say that they won’t and what is going 
to happen Then, he suggests that by reduc ing the superintending 

staff and increasing the number of (constables we might save Rs. 5i lakhs. 
There are two fallacies in that. In the first place, the total cost of the 
head “Superintendence,” both voted and non- voted, only amounts to 
Rs. •‘1,84,000 which is much less than Rs. 5J lakhs. In the second place, 
the more you increase the number of your subordinates, the more super- 
vision and superintendence are reciuired. We have been told that some- 
times the subordinate police are not all that they might be. I think, if 
they are to be4>etter, or before they can be better, it would probably 
require that they should be more and not less carefully supervised. At 
any rate, I think, il would be dangerous to reduce our supervision and 
increase our establishment. Finally, 1 should say that I do not think 
that by reducing the “Presidency Police” by Bs. lakhs you are 
going to hel|f the police to be more efficient. 
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I tHAIliuDOIII^AHMEO: On » point of information, Sir!^ 
5^^*® Member has asked me to stand by the traffic constable at the 

croiaipg of a road and see whether his duty does not require a very good 
physique. May I know whether any trial has been made with the 
Bwgalis and they were found wanting in physique to undergo that lrii»d 
of fatigue? 

The motion of Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed was then put and lost. 


Mra PRESIDENT: I should like to know whether the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber would have any objection to have one discussion on motions Nos. 248— 
50. 


The Hon’ble Mfa Aa Na MOBERLY : I have no objection. 

ft" 

•ifa Pa Na GUHA: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 41,08,900 
under the head **26 A. — Police*' be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discus- 
sion about the advisability or otlierwise of defraying the cost of the Presi- 
dency PoUce from the Provincial revenue). 

Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Government and the House 
to injustice that is being done to the taxpayers of Bengal in spending 
moixey out of the Provincial revenue for the upkeep of the Police Force 
in Calcutta. This is a City inhabited by the people of various places out- 
side Bengal. We do not know if the number of non-Bengalis exceeds the 
number of Bengalis in Calcutta. The huge sum of money that is spent 
annually for the Police of Calcutta is met from the Provincial revenue 
to which the non-Bengalis subscribe very little. Sir, there are two differ- 
ent ways in which the citizens of Calcutta pay their taxes and the pro- 
ceeds of none of these swell the income of the Government of Bengal. 
The rates and taxes they pay go to the Calcutta Corporation and not a 
pice out of them goes to the Government of Bengal. Then most of the 
residents of Calcutta pay income-tax, which is the asset of the Government 
of India. So the residents of Calcutta are having the advantage of a 
ffrst-class Police without paying a single farthing for it. This I think, 
Sir, is a grave injustice. The needs of the people of the rural areas who 
contribute so heavily to the Provincial exchequer are many and great 
and I do not think it fair to spend their money for the benefit of othprs. 

Sir, I am here not to criticise the way in which the money is being 
spent for the Calcutta Poilce, my only point is that the province as a 
irhole should not be compelled to pay for the Police of a cosmopolitan 
cify like Calcutta. It is true that Calcutta is the capital of Bengal, but 
it is also the ffrst centre of trade and commerce fn India and it is the 
finest city that the British people have built in the East. Sir, the people 
wiio are making tons of money in Clive Street, Burrabasar, Hatkhol|i and 
ofilmr idaces nf the city do not pay a sing^ farthing towards the Provin- 

r^pnue. Their cmitribatiou go either to the Calentta C^rpor^twn pr 
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the GoTemmeut of^ndia. The situation would have be^ qedte other* 
wise if the Corporation of Calcutta and the Imperial GoTemment had sub* 
scribed for the upkeep of the Calcutta Police. I request the Govemment 
to force the Corporation and the Government of India to pay. Sir, the 
whole thing is very unjust and I think it is high time for the Government 
to look into the matter more carefully. 

5-15 p.m. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: I beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 41,08,000 under the head “26A. — Presidency Police” be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to discuss the traffic problem in Calcutta). 

Mr. President, Sir, the reason that I gave in tabling this motion 
was to raise a discussion on the traffic problem in Calcutta. The 
traffic problem and the transportation problem are different matters 
and it is the traffic problem upon which I wish to touch to-day, though 
the two interact one upon the other to a considerable extent. The 
traffic problem is a problem in which we are all interested. I include 
even you, Sir, though T admit the economic fact that those who can 
afford to keep Rolls-Royce cars, can afford to keep good drivers and 
are not so personally and directly interested as the likes of myself 
who drive his own vehicle. 1 might have hesitated, Sir, to raise this 
point while the seats opposite were peopled with those who w^ere ready 
to lay hold of any stick wherewith to beat the dog — Government. The 
position has somewhai changed and I can now, I think, discuss the 
matter without having it twisted into a political form. It goes without 
saying that traffic in Calcutta is dangerous. It may be that it is not 
getting worse but I am unable to see any sign of improvement. During 
the course of last year the Commissioner of Police circulated for the 
opinion of public bodies a set of draft rules and both the Chamber of 
Commerce and the European Association made much the same comment 
in regard to rules. They said these rules are altogether too good 
— they ant^cipat(ld a condition of things in Calcutta which approached 
perfection. Neither of these bodies thought that within any reasonable 
time such ideal conditions would be reached and they feared that the 
police, with these comprehensive rules before them, would select thosO 
rules which were easy to enforce and let the rest go. 

Sir, it is, I think, patent to most of us that much of the bad driving 
of motor vehicles in Calcutta is due to ignorance. "Very often does 
one see two tf^is, for instance, standing side by side in a place like 
Russa Hoad occupyjng the whole space between the foot-path and 
the tram track, white the taxiwallas talk to each other. I turned round 
the other day to curse two such taxiwallas, but my curse died oh my 
lips lor X saw from their faces that they had no idea whatsoever why 
I wanted to purse them^ They did not realise that they were.obstaneb- 
ing the traffic. ' I submit that unless the police start to giv^ ettdi 
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ignorailli ;people soine explanation of the reason, M' their offence and 
of the trouble they cause nothing will be done. Sir, you may smile 
at my suggestion when I used the word "explain” in respect of the 
police. But I submit, Sir, that they will translate the word literally 
into Hindustani by using the word which will express much 

more clearly what I mean than my poor English word "explain.” 
Prowling taxis, buses that race down the road and then stop suddenly, 
taxis that cut across when they see a possible fare the other side of the 
road are not dealt with by the police at all. It must have been al>out 
three weeks ago that t saw a motor bus in the middle of Chowringhee — 
opposite the Cathedral — with a tyre punctured and the syce of the bus 
was in the act of jacking it up to change the wheel when two police 
sergeants went by on a motor bicycle with a side car, and as far as I 
could see they did nothing. What they should have done was to have 
stopped, made that man start his engine and drive on the flat tyre to 
the side of the road. As far as I could see they did nothing. I 
mentioned the matter to Sir Charles Tegart and the Hon’ble 
Mr. Moberly when I had an opportunity of discussing with them some 
of my diflSculties. Sir Charles Tegart thought that they had probably 
taken down the number of the car. I submit, Sir, that uas exactly 
the wrong thing to do. The educative value of police action in such 
cases depends not on fines which will be imposed two months after- 
wards during which period the culprit will have had ample time to 
persuade himself that he was not to blame. Action should be prompt 
and immediate and the effect of such action would be iimre valuable 
on those other drivers who saw what happened even than on the driver 
himself. Two days after I saw Sir Charles Tegart, a motor bus, numl)er 
MB. 616, was jacked up with bricks under it in Chowringhee blocking 
the opening to Corporation PWe. I asked the sergeant on duty 
whether he had taken down the number. He said, no, this was a case 
of mechanical breakdown. It was true that the stieet had been 
obstructed but there had been no accident and his instructions were 
that he had nothing to do in such cases. Only this afternoon I saw a 
bus right opposite the entrance to Kyd Street, the turning of Sir 
Charles Tegart's house, right in the middle of the r^uid. I wish to 
anticipate nothing of what the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly n»sy s®y ab<mt 
this (The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly; I saw it myself), and I deny 
emphatically that I had anything to do with wrecking that bus there in 
order to add emphasis to what I have to say this afternoon. 

Sir, I have no complaint to make about the trafl&c constable. 
Considering ,wbo he is and where he came from I think he is exti^ 
ordinarily good. My criticism is rather of his superiors and of the 
instructions whioh they have given him. It seems to me that his 
superiors often show very little consideration for the traflic constawe. 
During the last 12 months, at many of the cross roads of importance 
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ill Calcutta, the police have painted white lines, but does the ordinal^ 
driver puil up at the white line? I submit not. Most drivers drive 
right up to the constable's hand and sometimes past it, yards beyond 
the white line. To have put down these white lines and taken no steps 
to impose cognisance of them was to make a fool of that constalde. 
Those white lines were introduced in England preparatory, in many 
instances, to the employment of mechanical devices for the control of 
traffic — money-saving devices. I submit, Sir, that unless some respect 
for the w'hite line is enforced, those mechanical de^^ces can never be 
used here. It must be a preliminary to the introduction of those 
money-saving devices to enforce respect for the white line. If you 
were to start those mechanical devices in Calcutta now it would be 
asking for trouble. 

One answer which one gets from the police to the question as to 
why they do so little in regard to traffic is that the Magistrates impose 
fines, which are not deterrent. I submit that the Magistrate is right 
and the police are wrong. The system of lining a man two months 
afterwards is useless. The offender should be hauled up there and 
then. At the corner of the Dalhousie Square and the Council House 
Street there are wffiite lines^, but these wffiite lines are treated with no 
respect at all. At that (*orner there is often a sergeant. But that sergeant 
does not do anything to help the traffic constable. His business is, 
with a watch and j>ocket-book, to take down the numbers of cars which 
have been standing there for more than 59 minutes. I submit the 
proper and much more useful occupation for that sergeant would be to 
enforce respect for the white line and whichever car, no matter who is 
driving it, passes across the white line or, which is a more heinous 
offence to my mind, passes to the right of the white line, drawn 
parallel to the direction of the road, that sergeant should get on to the 
running board and make that car turn round right about and go to the 
back of the queue of waiting cars. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What happens if the driver says that he is 
colour blind? (Laughter.) 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: A man who is colour blind often cannot 
distinguish between colours, such as red and green but he can always 
distinguish between white and black. Moreover, supposing he cannot 
distinguish the white paint I submit that he ought not to have a 
licence. 

There are, I underaland, in Calcutta, sergeants enough for emergency 
but the emergency is not always there. Could not some of these 
sergeants between emergencies be formed into a flying squad to taclde 
^18 ptoUm of dangerous driving in Calcutta — tackle it in the way 
I have snggesMl an^d not write down somebody's name in a nnte-hoeh 
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and re|o!rt to tlie thana from which action will ^Ice place two month! 
afterwards, not take the number of a motor car of which one of the 
bulbs of the sidelights had been burnt out (the owner of that car will 
probably have j?:ot a new bulb before he gets a post-card from lialbaaar 
asking him to turn up at 10 o’clock and stay there as long as fie is 
required to) but take immediate action against the most obvious 
offences of bad driving in the streets. 

I may make another suggestion. Usually at the cross itiads ther! 
are two constables. I admit the necessity of having two men as 
undoubtedly it is very tiring to be continually holding up one’s hands-— 
sometimes left hand fii’st and then the right hand and sometimes both 
the hands together. I submit^ however, that the control of traffic should 
be from the middle of cross roads and constables should take their turn 
— one to stand in the middle of the road controlling the traffic and the 
other to eiifon e respect for the white line. 

The other, the second constable might also do well if he dealt with 
what is really becoming a thorough nuisance in Calcutta and that is 
boys on bicycles who pay no attention to any constable. 

Another point on which I should like to touch is the question of 
parking. I have already referred to the draft rules which were 
circulated by the Commissioner of Police during last year and to the 
comments made by the Chamber of Commerce and the European Asso- 
ciation on them. In the fact that the police have taken up the question 
of parking ahead of the rest of the rules I see a significance that the 
hint gi\en by the Chanfber of Commerce and by the European Assoc ia- 
tion is not being taken. The police are taking the easy course and 
harassing the most inoffensive offenders. I admit that it is not the 
business of the police to provide parking places but I submit that 
whilst so many other abuses go unchecked (Government might have 
made some sort of effort to provide a parking place before the police 
began to insist on their rules. If, for instance, a parking plan! 
had been provided in Dalhousie Square the police would hove been 
perfectly justified in turning upon a man who instead of taking his 
car to the parking place left it somewhere on the road* 1 don’t say 
that police action in regard to parking has been without any effect. 
That is not true. In my own case by demolishing a bicycle shed at the 
back of my office I have been able to make room for four more cars 
which otherwise might have been left on the streets, but most people 
cannot do that. The man who really ought to provide garage" space 
is the landlord who lets out a building or block of buildings as offices. 
ISfow it hapf^ns at the present moment that a very laig'e piece of what 
will some day be the business centre of Calcutta is vacant. Cential 
Avenue is to lie rebuilt and one of the neat activities of the Improve- 
mehi Trust will be their Mangoe Lane Scheme. I submit that Cideutta 
hes an opportunity, which is given to very ffew cities and will never lie 



S74 


DEMANDS FOB OEANTS. 


[24th Masch 


g^Tea to Calcutta a^ain, of meetiog the trouble with which I am 
jponccrned by enfoiciiig a regulation whereby a landlord who builds to 
let out shall provide so many square feet of garage space for every 
thousand square feet of office space that he lets out. That may be 
more a biisiuess for the Calcutta Corporation than for the police but 
I doubt whether ihe police and the Corporation have attempted to 
work together on such lines and, whether it is the one's business or the 
other's; I submit that it is the business of Government to consider it. 
Possibly it might be \iseful if Government gave a hint to the Calcutta 
Improveiii<>nt Trust that in regard to its schemes in congested areas it 
should provide some spare space for parking motor cars. 

There are, T think, only two more items to which I would refer. 
I should like to eiiquii*e what has become of the schemes for traffic 
improvement at the corner of Park Street and outside the Bristol 
Hotel. They were schemes circulated, T believe, a year ago and 
nothing has been dune, I should like also to refer to the New Empire 
Theatre. I imagine that in no other city in the world would a theatre 
have been licensed in a place where the entrance and egress were so very' 
incoiiveiuent. I submit that until there was a way through into 
Bertram Street the theatre should never have been allowed to open. 
However it is useless crying over spilt milk. The problem is to make 
the best of a bad job and I would suggest that if the Corporation with 
the help (»f the theatre proprietors is unable to make this improvement 
Government should press the Impn>vement Trust to take it up. The 
Improvement Trust is already working on the widening of Motilal 
Seal Street and has a scheme for widening the Bertram Street. 

The following mothm was called but not moved: — 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: ^That the demand of Rs. 41,08,900 under 
the head ‘*26A. — Presidency Police" be reduced by Re. 1 (to show how 
the paucity of Mussalman officers creates administrative difficulties). 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: I wish to say a few words with reference 
to the motion moved by Mr. P. N. Guha regarding the cost of the 
Presidency police. 

Six^ I had moved a resolution on this subject in the last Council. 
That 2 ‘esolution was leceived with hostile criticism from almost every 
section of thk House, but the only sympathetic reply I got, and even 
that a half hearted one, was from the'Hon'ble Mr. Moberly speaking on 
behalf of Goveimmexflf. Mr. Moberly was then pleased to remark that 
if a motion suggesting ihe imposition of a police charge on all muni- 
cipal towns of Bengal including the city of Calcutta was 
lorwaM Government would be prepared to consider it. I i^bniii ttmt 
the Presidency police is a separate organisation from that of the Bengel 
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policy , Sur, whatever it is, Calcutta is a big city and it will require a 
great palice force, and 1 may say, a magnificent police force for the 
purpose not only of use but also as ornament. 

As Mr. P. N. Guha said we are not concerned in this motion with 
the efficiency or the pemnuel of the Presidency police but only 
with the cost of the Presidency police. I submit for the consideration 
of this House as well as of Government that the cost of the Presidency 
police this year is estimated to be a little over Bs. 40 lakhs, which, 
considering Government’s estimates for other civil departments, must 
be said to be very high indeed, and I think, Sir, this cost ought to be 
met from sources other than provincial revenues, revenues contributed 
by the poor agriculturists in the rural areas. I submit, Sir, that 
very little has been done for rural ai'eas these days but Government have 
always their eye on cities in general and Calcutta in particular. Sir, 
cities are provided with all the amenities of life and Government 
always come forwaid veiy* generously to help the municipalities but I 
submit that the agricultural population in the rural areas which 
produce the wealth of the province, they get nothing although they 
deserve the most sympathetic consideration at the hands of Govern* 
ment. As I said l)efore, Government suggested to us that if a motiou 
of that kind was brought forward they would be prepared to consider 
it. But T submit, Sir, that it is the business of Government to do so 
and save the provincial revenues of this enormous sum eo that it may 
be released for purposes of sanitation, irrigation, drainage and other 
matters in the rural areas of Bengal. In this House the urbau areas 
have got the preponderating influence and 1 can hardly expect any 
aympathy from a large part of the members of this House but a 
^sympatbelic Government can ill-afford to neglect the interests of their 
iubjects in the rural areas and they should take courage in their hands 
aid do their duty towards these people. 

TN Hon’bie Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: I have to reply to two motions. 
The first one moved by Mr. P. N. Guha and supported by Maulvi Abul 
Easem was, as the latter has pointed out, debated in this Council just 
over a year ago. On that occasion the resolution was moved by Maulvi 
Abul Kasem and be got exactly eight supporters. I said then and I 
repeat now that if there is a general feeling that all municipalities in 
Bengal should pay for their own police Government will consider the 
question, but 1 cannot quite see why Calcutta should be singled out for 
special treatment. It is said that the residents of Calcutta contribute 
to eentral^revenues though they benefit from provincial revenues and it 
w«s added that Calcutta is an imperial city. I am not quite sure 
' the mover meant to suggeel that the Government of India 

ffildd pay for the Calcutta police. If he can induce them to do lO 
nAodf will be more happy thiua I. But ae regards the question of the 
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i««id«at« of CalcntU contribotiiig more to central taxatioB**&aii 
io to provincial taxation, they are not conaulted as to wheA Oie 
they pay go to; they know they pay a great deal and I fancy they 
think they pay too much. I do not think they would feel that thw 
were being at all justly treated if, in adoition to contributing to 
central taxation, they also had to pay the cost of the Calcutta police, 
while the inhabitants of all other municipal towns of Bengal paid 
nothing at all. It is said that the people of the province as a whole 
do not get any advantage from the Calcutta police. I am inclined to 
doubt that .statement, but in any case, as I pointed out in the previous 
debate, It i> impossible to guarantee that if Rg. 5 is reali.sed from one 
place that Rs 6 should be spent in that place. Some places get more 
money than they pay and some get less. For example a district head- 
quarters town IS likely to have more money spent on it than a particular 
villnge in the mufassal. 


545 p.m. 

If it were not so, and if all the taxes raised locaMv weie to be spent 
locally, the administration would come to a standstill. 

m other motion whiih I have to deal with is that moved by 
Mr, rhonipMoii. I think I will l>egin at the end, because that will 

r ““'"r*' Kiiipire Theatre wa.s ever 

licensed. The police had from the very first day they heard that a 
theatre would lie built there protested, as from the traffic point of view 
they considered the site to lie absolutely impo.ssible. But, Sir, the police 
had aljsolutely nothing to do with the licensing of the theatre, except 
that they a^ed to the granting of a licence to open a bar t}^ 
and I think it would have been hardly fair to withhold the bar lic«M/’,. 
because the traffic arrangements were inconvenient. If is the CorSE ' 
tlon and not the jifdice which deals with the licensing of theatre^ 

The other point was that a landlord who builds a block of build&iM 
for the purpose of letting them out for office purposes should pi^ 
garage nccommodatiqp. I think that is a most excellent idea. I am' 
not SUM, whetlier it has been put forward before, but I certainly, Jioie 
that the Corporation and my friend the Hon'ble Minister for Local 

Self^Jovemmenf, who controls the Improvement Trust, will coiwider 
the matter. 

Ihen, it has been asked what bae become of the schemee for traffic 
improvement at the end of Park Street and at the Bristol corner. I am 
afraid these schemes are at present in abeyance. There w«m < 
great objections: we consulted many people abont the schemee i 
^^e wera in favour of one proposal, some in favour of 
mile there wwe others who were opposed to any of the 
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esperially ilie one at ih» md ol PMfk Stmt, in order 
to be would involve a pretty considerable encroacbment 

on the llaidan. We were reluctant to do this, in the face of opposition^ 
and nttitnately we decided that it would be better to let things rest aa 
they vrere, until there was a certain amount of public agitation about 
the matter. 

I next come to the question of parking. I understand that many 
complaints were received from the Clive Street area and the business 
quarter of Calcutta generally about the congestion caused by care- 
parking indiscriminately. Therefore, this question was taken up, and 
the whole question of traffic in that area was carefully considered. 
One-way tiaffic was intioduced and parking regularised as far ae 
possible. I am afraid any parking ivstrictions are likely to cause 
inconvenience. Pei'sonally, I have Wen caused great inconvenience by 
the parking regulations in Ivondon. Since, however, the parking rules* 
have come into force here, there have been few, if any, complaints 
about the congestion of traffic. I am afraid it would not help mattert 
much to wait for parking rules until Dalhousie Square can be convert- 
ed into a parking place. To begin with, public opinion is likely to be 
very much divided aWmt putting it to this use, and to go on with the 
scheme would cost money, and Government, as usual, would be 
expected to pay. This means that the scheme would go into the 
scheduler and it would probably remain there indefinitely. Personally,. 
I should be very glad to see the police relieved of the duty of enforc- 
ing the parking rules. I can assure Mr. Thompson and this House 
thai they were not introduced for the amusement of the police : they 
were introduced because it was thought that they would Wnefit the 
w'ho had occasion to use that part of Calcutta, and I think the 
gi||nenil consensus of opinion is that they have actually benefited the 
If any body, such as the A. A. B., would take up this work,, 
would be more thankful than the police. The police at the 
prei0t moment do not have Ui go very far for motor offences, and they 
do not require new rules in order to find easy captures. The trouble 
ia more to keep the number (»f offences down than to get them up. 

E quite agree v ith Mr. Thompson that speedy remedy is desirable,, 
and ir^the Motor Tehicles Act were amended in such a form that 
superior officers of the police, say the Commissioner himself, cx»uld be 
empowered to compound offences against that Act, in the way in which 
officers of the Excise and Forest Departments are empowered. I think 
it would be much more satisfactory to everybody. The offenders 
would be hauled up before the Commissioner of Police very quickly^ 
they «t^d be offered the option of compounding or going to court,, 
aid be very little delay, and the Magistrate would have mucb 
lo deal properly with the coUiparatively few oases that 
went^^^.^urt. ,, 
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Thompaon naid tliat iia£B« cooditioaa were iio{*^pnmiV. 
Oonsidering the enormous increase in the number of cars, I think it 
marvellous that they should not be getting steadily worse. He 
suggests that it is the business of the police to educate the public. I 
admit that the public need educating, but I am inclined to doubt 
the police are the people to do it. They have got a great deal to do 
besides that. I would, however, once more suggest that a great deal 
can be done by the force of example. There are a good many European 
owner-drivers in Calcutta, and those people who have thems^ves 
driven cars or have been driven in cars in England must admit that 
the amount of considerateness shown to other drivers and the police 
there is veiy great. The amount of considerateness shown by a large 
number of owner-drivers in Calcutta to the police — ^not only to the 
constables hut also to the sergeants — and also to other drivers, is, I regret 
to say, extremely small. Some of the worst pieces of driving in 
Calcutta are perpetrated by European drivers, and they are just the 
people who ought to set an example to everybody else. I think that the 
Chamber of Commerce might perhaps consider whether they should 
not address their constituent firms and ask them to impress upon their 
employees that they owe a certain duty to people who do not know and 
have never seen what proper driving — considerate driving — should be, 
and that they should set a much better example than they do at present. 
I think, probably, it would be no use just to issue one circular once for 
all, and I think it would have to be repeated. Still I shall be very 
glad if they will consider this suggestion. 

As regards the piowling taxis, a considerable number of cases are 
prosecuted, and as regards taxis which turn across the loads, there has 
been some impiovement at some stands at any rate, for instance at 
the one opposite the Grand Hotel. If anybody goes there, he will fimf 
that the taxis are absolutely janmied up against each other, and there 
is no room for any taxi, except the oue in front, to turn round. 

Then we come to the question of buses jacked up or standing 
disabled in the middle of Chowringhee. In the first case to which 
Mr, Thompson referred, perhaps the sergeants should have asked the 
driver to move tfii bus to the side of the road and repair the punctured 
tyre there, but the driver in such cases probably thinks that it would 
be cheaper to pay a fine than to buy a new tyre. The second case 
referred to-— that near Corporation Place — was a big two-decker bus, 
with a broken axle. The police have not got the necessary appliances 
to deal with such cases, and I think somebody else should supply these 
buses with the necessary appliances. Surely, Mr. Thompson does not 
except the police ,to keep breakdown gangs and cranes at liullbaw in 
order to remove these derelicts. The third case was of a bus 
stationary near the bul stand opposite Kyd .Street. I saw it 
It was there for several hours, and it may be standing there stilly 
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becat|M it had lost a hack wheel and was resting on the step attd was 
obviSi^y very difficult to move. Of course, it would be possible for 
the pidlice to supply these luxuries and amenities if they were given the 
staff and the material; and it would also be possible to supply more 
%ying Squads, but all this would mean a more inflated police* budget. 
At present we have not got all the appliances, motor cycles, and other 
accessories : if we had them, we would be able to improve things. 


Finally, there is the question of the white line. I certainly agree 
that things there might be improved, but I do not think that the 
difficulty can he met by putting one constable right in the middle of the 
road at a difficult classing. In some ciossings it is fairly easy, in 
others it is not; and in those crossings where it is not, I think two 
constables are really necessary all the time. However, the police will 
try to improve public regard for the white line, possibly by putting an 
additional man temporarily. 


6 p.m. 

But I do not think that it would facilitate traffic very much to put a 
constable on the step of a car or for a sergeant to send it all the way 
back, because I think it would probably impede traffic a good deal. I 
also think that the other people coming along would be extremely 
annoyed and would be rather bard to make them participate in the 
lesson. I do not know whether after this statement Mr. Tliompson and 
Mr. Guha will press their motions. If they do, I shall have to vote 
against them. 

The motion of Mr. P. N. Guha was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. W. H. Thompson was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 


Mft PRESIDENT: I do not think there can be any objection if 
we have one discussion on motions Nos. 251 — 259. I think much time 
will be saved if we do so. If there is any objection, it should be raised 
now. 


THt Hoilllli Mr. A. N. liOBERLYt I have no objection provided 
I am given sufficient time to reply. 


Mr. PREilOlNT: At the request of Mr. B. C. Chatter jee, leader 
of the “Nationalist Party." I propose to put off the consideration of 
moiMH No. 251 till motion No. 259 has been disposed of. 
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fallowing motion wa«»"ca11«d but n^ moved: 

Mittlvl TAMIZUDDIN KHANs ''That the demand of Be. 
under the head ‘26C.— District Executive Force— Pay of Inspectors! ^ 
reduced by Ks. 100 (page 157, Civil Estimate) (to draw attentiei 
the unsatisfactory manner in which Sub-Inspectors are promoted to 
the grade of Insj^ectors)/* 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May I have your permission, Sir, 
move motions Nos. 253 and 254 together as they practically deal with 
the same subject? 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Yes. 


Miulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move — 

^t) that the demand of Rs. 20,50.000 under the head “26C. — 
District Exet'utive Force — Pay of Sub-Inspectors’* be reduced by 
Rs, 1(K) (to draw attention to the inadequacy of Muhammadan 
Sub-Inspectors recruited by way of promotion from the grade of 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors); and 

(it) that the demand of Rs. 10,10,000 under the head “26Cl-^ 
District Executive Force — Pay of Assistant Sub-Inspectors and 
Head Constables” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy 
followed in recruiting Assistant Sulvlnspectors by way of direct 
recruitment). 


Sir, I moved similar motions last year, but as the reply given on 
behalf of Government was not satisfactory, I am constrained to raise 
this question once more this year. It seems difficult to understand the 
attitude of Government in respect of the appointment of sub-inspectors 
and assistant sub-inspectors so far as the Muhammadan community is 
concerned. We have seen that in various other departments of 
Government where the Muhammadan community holds a very insigni- 
hcant position, in respect of holding appointments, Government has 
been trying to help tbe Muhammadans to a certain extent, but in the 
police department, specially in the rank of sub-inspectors, in which 
the Muhammadans, had fairly held their ground till the year 1920, the 
policy of the Government seems to be quite otherwise. Since that 
year a policy is being followed which, I think, is disastrous to the 
community. Instead of improving their position, the Moslems are 
fast losing their ground so far as sub-inspectors and assistant sub- 
inspectors are concerned. Before 1920, sub-inspectors were appointed 
by direct recruitment, an^ in that the Muhammadan community fairly 
held its ground, although I think, it did not i^eive its proper abate. 
But since 1920, the method of recruitment has been revis^ and sitM 




tben^re tkan kali tke iiltaiber ia by liromotion 

.rank ^ assistant sub-iuHpectore. 1 quoted some figures last year, ipd I 
"^^CKiak iC will bear repetition if I quote them again this year. ^iFrom 

f O to 1927, we see that 139 appointments were made in tke rank 
febdnspectors of police by direct recruitment, and of these, 68 
appointments went to Muhammadans and 71 to non-Muhammadans, 
f.e., the Muhammadans got nearly half. But during the same period, 
J?3^^*1920 to 1927, as many as 192 appointments were made by promo- 
;^EOnrlrom the rank of assistant sub-inspectors, and it will be seen that 




of these 192. only 25 were Muhammadans. The result is that during 
‘this period the total number appointed was 331, of which only 93 wei'e 
Muhammadans, i.e., the Muhammadans received only 28 per cent, of 
these appointments. If this method of recruitment goes on, I think 
instead of the community improving itself, so far ns this service is 
concerned, it will lose the giound that it already holds and the number 
of Muhammadan sub-inspectors will be very substantially reduced. 


Then, if we come to the recruitment of assistant sub-inspectors we 
meet with a still more deplorable state of things. Here also appoint- 
ment is made by direct recruitment and by pi'omotion from the rank of 
constable.^, AVe aie told that there are no suitable Muhammadan 
cofmtables from amongst whom assistant sulwnspeotors might be 
recruited, and as such number of Muhammadans that are recuulted by 
promotion is so small. Last year the Hon’ble Member in charge gave 
us a piece of advice to see that more competent Muhammadans were 
recruited as constables. We have tried to follow that advice, at least 
«o far as my distric t is concerned. But our grievance is that as the 
Muhammadans do not get adequate number of appointments by promo- 
tion on account of the fact that there is not sufiicieut number of Muhaiii- 
madann in the low^er rank, why should not a larger number of 
Muhammadans be taken by direct re<*ruitment P Only one-third of the 
vac^ancies in the rank of assistant sub-inspectors is contemplated to be 
given to the Muhammadans ; that is the policy adopted in 1926. That 
eeems to be an altogether wrong policy, and if this policy is followed, 
the Muhammadans will be nowhere so far as the police service is 
concerned in the course of a few years. It is said that the number 

of Muhammadan sub-inspectors is small, because an adequate number 

of competent men are not found amongst the assistant sub-inspectors 
to be promoted to the rank of sub-inspectors. My question in a nut- 
shell is if at the present time it is not possible to recruit adequate 

number of Muhammadans by promotion either in the rank of sub- 

inspectors or assistant sub-inspectors, why should not the method of 
diref^t recruitment be revised so as to enaMe more Muhammadans to 
get into the sen*tce so that their total strength may not be diminished f 
I hope the*Hon*bie Member in charge will see his way to take some 
fiepe in this direction. 
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MWilvl iYEO 4ALALUDDIN HAiHiMYf I heg to move that the 
demand of R«P86,27,600 under the head '‘26C.— District Executive 
Force*' be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the work of the 
Police in coping with communal riots). 

Sir, I am really sick of the term ''communal riots." 1 have leaiiil 
much almut it both in the papers of India as well as of England. :I 
have also heard that the Indians cannot settle the differences that exist 
between the Hindus and the Muhammadans. But, Sir, I for mysel# 
do not believe in any communal riot. I say it is a riot pure and simple, 
and I think it is due to the tendency inborn in human beings to^do«< 
wrongs to each other in that way. Can anybody deny that there is n^* 
riot in England or in other civilised countries of the world ? I say there 
are. Even in India, apart from the riots between Hindus and Muham« 
madans, there are riots between Muhammadans and Muhammadans, 
between Hindus and Hindus, and amongst other nationalities. My 
point is not that, and I will not touch upon it. 1 will not say a single^ 
word about the riot in Calcutta or about the Eulkati incident. Even 
I will not say anything about the event at Dacca. I will only say this 
much that wherever there is a fight between Hindus and Muhammadans, 

I can only excuse it as an accidental golmal, and the police shoul^ Uh 
sufficiently fortified to cope with it. But if that sort of thing is allowi^ 
to go on for days together, what shall I call itP Shall I commit any 
crime if I say that in some cases, probably in most cases, the police do 
not take proper care as it ought toP I will ask one question. Is it not 
a fact well known to all that an assault on Miss Sherwood led to the 
Jallianwallabag tragedy in the Punjab, the mere assault on a constable 
led to the unhappy incident at Oharmanair, and everybody knows what 
happened at Eulkati on account of the rioting attitude of some people 
there. I believe that if there is a riot between the police and the 
people or between the Europeans and the Indians in Calcutta and if one 
single sergeant or a single European is killed, the forces under the con- 
trol of Government will all be let loose and the streets of Calcutta will 
be fiooded with armoured cars, ammunition and other things, and the 
sky will be ovai^aait ^ith aeroplanes. I believe the forces under the 
control of Government in Bengal and in Calcutta have sufficient strength 
and ammunition to deal with these ordinary riots. I ask and very 
seriously ask the reasons that led to the Dacca communal riots. 


6-16 p.m. 

How did it develop in such fashion? How did it continue for daya 
together? As faif/as I have heard, but for the efforts of the Kawab of 
Dacca, Babu Protul (^handra Ganguly and Dr. Mohini Mohan Das, it 
would have taken a very serious turn. What was the police doing? Sir^. 
1 will not refer to the policy of divide and rule, nor will I refer to that 



third ^ police could ha^re p^vent^ it but 

that tt%^ iutentionally kept themaelves aloof. I leaT^aside politics 
altogeihar. What I have seen is this. If there is a riot in a basar I 
h#re i&rariably seen the police marking time and sitting idle and after 
sdiM persons have been injured the police come up and take the injured 
'^p^isoiuf to their respective police stations. Even in Calcutta if there 
is a riot between goonda$ and goonda^ and between drunkards and 
drunkards, the police do not take immediate action. They mark time 
and see how things are going on and after the riot stops they take away 
the people who have been injured. * 

Sir, I do not want to be irrelevant but what I say is that people in- 
^general have no confidence in the police. Even in c^es of injustice 
people do not like to go to the police because the police would create 
unnecessary harassment and detain them and otherwise treat them in 
such a way that the police have lost all the confidence of the public. 
,^ir, only the other day I was passing in a taxi which was stopped on 
ffie Way and taken to the thana in spite of my protest 

Mr. PRESIDENT; You just now promised not to be irrelevant but 

f if the story you are about to narrate relates to a communal riotP' 
ughter.) 

Mauivi SYED dALALUDOIN HASHEMY: No, Sir. J, however, 
wish to be brief. I only ask the Hon’ble Member to say why these thinga 
happen? You have got a mighty force of police and about Rs. 2 crores^ 
are spent for them. They have hitherto had a sufficient grant but a 
new 'grant has also been made in this year’s budget. About Rs. 6 
lakhs more have been allotted under the head new ammunition, yet 
they are an unfit inefficient lot in coping with communal riots. There* 
fore, I ask what is the reason for increasing the grant? Is it for 
repeating another Jallianwallabag in Bengal or in Calcutta? My 
intention in moving this motion is only to know why the police in the 
case of communal riots move so slowly and lethargically and are so* 
petwerless. Is it a fact that they want to enjoy the fun of a Hindu- 
Muhammadan fight so that they may write to the '’Statesman” or 
" ^lEnglishman” to say that these people cannot make up their differences?' 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You are going beyond the point. 

SYiO dALALUDDlN HASHEMY: I have nothing more 
to any. With these words I beg to commend the motion to the acceptance 
ol the House. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I have experience of the riota 
when the police act in a very peculiar way. I know that the weaker 
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' mil» the heVthfy deaarv^ 3^lioft'iilir»y» tftfo j 

4>| the more j^erful and give them help. This is what I %rre shi|i* 
JDttring the immersion ceremony on the Bijoya day, the 4th ^^.of Ihi 
Durga Puja, a procession with images was passing through th#*ipT|iid 
ITrunk Boad with a license. 

’ > 4 . 

The HM’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: May 1 ask the hon’ble memhH^ 
which year was that? 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: It was at Salkia and the year, 

I remember rightly, was 1927. A procession came under the p 
tion of a license and they had music and other things and it (5a% 

front of a mosque after the specified houi‘ of prayer which was mentl 

in the licence. There was a police force and an armed police force too^ 
They stopped the music party and the immersion party. The police 
inspector could not give any reasons for stopping the procession. 
held up the procession for more than half an hour within which’^S^^ 
news spread like wild-fire that the image of the Goddess was ifeing 
held up by the police and that it was because of the Muhamm^djuia,,^ 
The Hindus came from all directions with lathis and they came^Sfir * 
to see that the image was safely immersed without being molest^4 by^ 
the Muhammadans. There were very tew Muhammadans present ^ 

Mf. RREEIOENT: Is it not an old story that vou are repeating? 
.<Laughter). 

Or. AMULYA RATAN GHOtE: My point is this: That the police 
create trouble in these cases. There were hardly any Muhammadans 
present there. The police of their own aciord stopped the procession 
but as the procession was stopped tl.e news spread and the Hindus 
collected there with iathi,. There was no reason whatever for holding, 
up the procession. There was great commotion amongst the Hindu ii 
a»>uuttttni^ and it was quite unnecessary. Within that time four or ' 
five more pi Wie mi pp s came from different directions and they trief ,40 ■ 
go through the road. My point is this: That during these HoieA 
times the police rather take the part of the aggressive side than 
4)f the weaker side. 

§• M. ROSE! I beg to move that the demand of Be. 
under the head ‘‘2flC. — ^District Bxecntive force — ^Distiivt » 

Arms, accoutrements sad ordnance stores” be reduced by Ea. 

Sir, I find tl^ the sum of Be. 2.07,000 has been estimated for aruM 
mad aowtttrement for^ext year, as aguiast Re. 1^,000 tWa nea*. ' In 
upiy opinion the excaae of Re. 1,07,000 dionld not faa gimnted. ' 
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At; page 60 of the Gfeen Book, I find that the scheme iot replace- 
ment in three years by a better class of rifles, of all the nnifikete declared 
unfit or likely to be condemned by the Civil Chief Master Armourer, 
had baen apparently sanctioned. 

Now, Sir, several pertinent questions arise on this very bald state- 
mesnt— (1) What is the total cost of the scheme P (2) Who has sanc- 
tioned it? (3) Has the scheme the approval of this House? (4) Who 
is the Civil Chief Master Armourer? 

Sir, I do not think we can legitimately object to the procedure. We 
here know nothing of the scheme, its urgency, ite cost, etc. I dare say 
the Anrourer has approved of it: But we, lawyers, always suspect 
an expert. We think, that however honest he may be, he is so obsessed 
with his own parti<*ular point of view, that he is not amenable to reaison 
or commoiisen.se. We are the custodians of the public purse, and how 
can we blindly sanction the scheme and vt»te the money? Moreover this 
is the thin end of the wedge. For next \ear the Ilon’hle Member will ask 
for a similar grant, and say tliat in March 1930, we ap])roved the scheme : 
so then it will be a settled fact. 

I ask why does the Hon'ble Member ask for — I <iu(de the very words 
used in the Blue Book — ‘'a better class of rifles?” Is he g«)iiig in for 
the latest fashion in arms? Everywhere the talk is about limitation of 
armaments — disarmaments — but apparently in the hack waters of 
Bengal we have not heard of this. I seriously ask what is the use of 
spending such a large sum of money for a luxury? These fashionable 
up-to-date rifles will be for use against unarmed people, and it will not 
matter in the least if the old arms are used. Assume that the old rifle 
fires ten shots in two minutes, and the new one fires 20 in the same 
time. I can assure the Hon^ble Member that the people won’t object 
to being shot at at the rate of 10 in two minutes and we shall thereby 
save some lakhs. 

[At 6-30 p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 6-40 p.m,] 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: In th is case time is not of essence (d the shooting. 
Tbefrefore, I earnestly appeal to the Hon’ble Member to retrench this 
expenditure. He is well aware of the great demand for money in 
transferred departments: a great manv very urgent schemes are being 
held up. Why not postpone this scheme till after the Simon Corn- 
Report, the Round Table Conference and the new Constitu- 

4lie other day I appeared to the Hon’ble Member to show that the 
Government is the friend, the ally of the people in their efforts to raise 
India. Will he not take this opportunity, slight though it be, he will 
thereby earn the gratitude of the nation. 
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With these few words I beg to commend my motion to the accept- 
anc6 of the Ilouee. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUODIN HA8NEMY: Sir, before I move 
the motion Htandinj? in my name I would like to ask the Hon’ble 
Mr. Moberly one question : I have asked many of my colleagues in 
this House that question but nobody could enlighten me as to what it 
meant. 

Mfi PRE8IDENT: You had better move your motion first. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. 5,85,100 under the head “260. — District Executive Force 
— (Contract contingencies'* be refused. 

Sir, I have not yet been able to ascertain what these contract contin- 
gencies are. Oan they mean stationery that is indented for for the 
police in the mufassal or any furniture such as cliairs and tables or can 
it be weapons for the policed I see, Sir, about Ks. 6 lakhs has been 
included under this head. I have, therefore, thought it expedient to 
refuse the demand altogether and I think if is not a ne(;essity at all. I 
would accordingly ask the Hon’ble Member to convince me whether it 
is at all a necessity and if his explanation is to my satisfaction then I 
may consider whether I should withdraw the motion or not. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: “That the demand of 
Ks. 1,28,18,000 under the head ‘260. — District Executive Fon'e* be 
reduced by Ils. 25,(K),(K)0.'' 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: That the demand of 
Ks. 1,28, 18, (MM) under the head ‘260. — District Executive Force’ be 
reduced by Ka. 20,000.” 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,71,000 under the head “20C. — District Executive Force — Pay of 
Officers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw the attention of Government 
to the inefficiency of the said fon*e specially in the matter of affording 
protection to abducted women and handling riotous occurrences). 

My objet^t in moving this cut is not to indulge in any dithyrambio 
denunciation of the police, but the main object with which I move this 
cut is to draw the attebtion of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Police to the desirability of initiating a new policy which would make 
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the members of the police force realiie that they were out to serve the 
people and not merely to dictate to them what the police thought should 
be done by them. We cannot disguise from ourselves the patent, and 
regrettable fact tliat the police are both feared and hated by the people 
at large. It is a very unnatural state of things, but it is so. We 
Indians all know that the police in Bengal do not command from us 
that confidence, that regard, that during my six years’ stay in England 
I found the English police force command in their country. If I may 
say so, the inefiiciency of the police of whicli we Indians complain, is 
really ro<)ted in the circumstance that the police do not get that co- 
operation, that help from the people of the country that the police in 
other countries do get. But what is the reason of it!^ Why do we 
Bengalis not extend to them the co-operation that the police get from the 
people of other countries P Some will say that it is a defect in the 
Bengali character. But I think that the truth lies in the fact that the 
police in Bengal are apt to be very discourteous, very inconsiderate, 
quite rude, in tact, tx) the average Bengali, whenever he has to make any 
representation to a policeman. I am sorry I have to make tliis observa- 
tion, but sin(‘e I shall never see my fiftieth year again I can bring my 
experience of half a century to bear witness to the fact which I allege. 
The natural feeling on the part of a Bengali is that we had better not 
have anything to do witli the police at all, be<ause if we go and give any 
advice to the police, if we go to make any suggestion to the police, we 
are more or less sure to be treated with discourtesy or inconsiderate 
behaviour. This applies to the pahanrulUi in the street, to the head 
constable, to tlie writer constable and so forth; whenever a Bengali 
goes and speaks to a policeman he does not meet with that considerate 
treatment whicli an Englishman in the streets of London receives at the 
hands of the London Bobby. I submit that the time is come when with 
the ])rogreHs of deimK racy in India the police also have got to be demo- 
cratised in their outlook, when they should be definitely 
told, when they should have the idea definitely drilled into 
them that discourtesy to the people they are appointed to serve would 
be a distjualification against them in the service, and that the very first 
duty they owe to the people they are to serve is that of courtesy and of 
considerate behaviour. 

I venture to say that if the Government would initiate this policy 
and insist on the police being polite to the people of the country, a 
great deal of sedition would certainly disappear, and the discontent 
that has been generated by reason of their inconsiderate treatment of 
the people would also vanish. Secondly police efficiency would increase 
infinitely in the wake of a better relationship with the people without 
whose co-operation no policeman, however clever, (^n work efficiently. 
We know that in every free country in the world the police are much 
more successful than here simply because the police here have forfeited 
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by their conduct any claim to our co-operation. I trust that the Hon’ble 
Member in charge will be able to give us an assurance that Government 
will initiate a strict policy in its police administration whereby it will 
be made patent to all the members of the service that they must be 
courteous in the first place and in the last place right through their 
dealings with the people. 

There are one or two other aspects of the matter to which I should 
like to draw the attention of the House. We know, as I had occasion 
to point out, that during the reform years the expenditure on the police 
has been increased by three-fourths of a crore — a very substantial sum 
of money. Will the Hon’ble Member point out to us the corresponding 
advantage tlial has accrued to Bengal on account of this increased 
expenditure of three-fourths of a (’roreJ" Taking tliis reform period as 
a test period, 1 find that during the greater part of this period, that 
is to say, from 1922-2*1 to 1927-28, we have had as many as 1 ,0*13 women, 
poor, defenceless women, Muhammadan and Hindu women, abducted 
from their homes by all kinds of ruffians and blackguards. This is no 
racial (juestion. The Hindu and Muhammadan goondan seem to share 
the distinction equally in the matter of abducting these poor women. 
I am bound to say, Sir, that if I were a District Magistrate or Superin- 
tendent of Police 1 could not go on having my eggs and bacon morning 
after morning, if I had a report reaching me tliat some w'omen in my 
district had been carried away from their homes by some ruffians. I 
submit that there is no sensitiveness, there is no chivalry in the services 
nowadays (hat there used to be in the old days, on the disappearance of 
which Mr. Bannerjee commented the other day. How is it that, although 
y(ui have taken from us as much as three-fourtlis of a crore for the 
increase of poli<'e efficiency, for the betterment of the police service, 
so many us 1,033 women have lost their homes and because of whath 
Because the police have failed to give them jirotection. And in most 
of these cases the fact hap to be recorded that these women have been 
recovered not by the assiduity of the police searching after them, but 
by reason of patriotic endeavours on the part of Muhammadans and 
Hindus. It is they who have recovered these women and brought them 
back to their honuM. The disgraceful fact has to be recorded that even 
up to (late some women have not been traced at all. I should imagine 
that there would have been a special police force got up with a part 
of this three-fourth crore which would make it their special business to 
go and look after these cases whenever such cases were reported to them. 
We have not heard up till to-day that a special department has been 
detailed off for the protection of these helpless and defenceless women. 
No such information has reached me, and as far as I know no such thing 
has been done. I submit it is a crreat slur on the police and on the 
whole department in Qengal that women can be persecuted in this 
fashion in spite of what we understand by the term Pa* Britanica. 



1930.1 

7 p.m. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


889 


I hope the Hon’ble Member>in-charge will be able to give us some 
assurance that this particular type of crime — this particular type of 
rufBanism — shall come in for special attention at the hands of special 
police officers in future. 

Sir, there* is another matter about which I should have liked very 
much to speak, but time is getting short. I may just say one or two 
words. During the course of the various riots that have disgraced the 
history of Bengal for the last few years — I suppose they were all due 
to the plottings of a number of inis<riiidiug and misguided Ilindus and 
Muhammadans — the police have always failed to be of that service which 
one would expect of them, and that peace had to be restored by the 
special efforts of patriotic bands of Ilindus and Muhammadans. 1 can 
give the Hou.se any number of examples. I am sure that members of 
this House have also their personal experience of instances in which 
the police had signally failed to restore peace between the two com- 
munities, and in which Hindus and Muhammadans, joining together 
in an effort to bring about peace, had signally succeeded. I shall only 
give the last instance, viz., that of the riots that took place at Daca^a 
recently. The Dacca riots make one almost despair of the police, 
because they originated out of a nrocession, composed of Hindu and 
Muhammadan boys alike, while going past a moscjue. 

Well, Sir, I submit that it was owing to a misapprehension of the 
real facts of the situation that the police failed to act in the way they 
should have done, and, as a result, we had in a day or two the develop- 
ment of a communal tragedy in which some Ilindus and some Muham- 
madans got stabbed. But, in the end, who brought about union — who 
brought about peace — between the two coiiimunitiesP Certainly not 
the police. It was the Nawab of Dacca, who, with a band of Hindu 
and Muhammadan gentlemen, went round and brought the two com- 
munities together. And, Sir, when I talked to certain police officer® 
about the matter — especially to Mr. Ck>wgill whom 1 met on my way 
to attend a case — when I told them that that procession had consisted 
of Hindu and Muhammadan boys — they seemed to be taken by surprise, 
and I found a lack of knowledge of this fundamental fact of the situa* 
tion on the part of the Dacca officials, which is simply astonishing. 
They did not know that the procession which had gone out consisted 
alike of Hindu and Muhammadan boys. If they had only known of 
this fact, they would have taken a different view of the situation. 

Sir, I do not aspire to have a division or anything of that sort on this 
motion, but I do ask for an assurance from the Hon’ble Member in charge 
that he will so order his future policy with regard to police administra- 
kiou that a Bengali may go up to a policeman withont being insulted* 
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that Bengali women may say that Government have deputed special 
|)olice officers for their protection and that the two communities may 
-say that so far as they are concerned they can live in peace and that the 
police will help them in all possible ways. 

Mr* PRESIDENTS Does the Hon^ble Member in charge wish to 
reply to-day or to-morrow? ^ 

Tha Hon*bla Mr* Ai N* MOBERLY s I should like to reply to- 
morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 25th 
March, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Prolwediligs of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The CorxcrL met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 25th March, 1930, at 3 p.m. 


Mr. President (the llon’ble Raja M\nmatha Nath Ray CHAuniirRi, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four HoiCble Members of the Executive 
Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 114 nominated and elected 
members. 

[At 3-5 p.m. the Rej^dstrar to the Council announced to the IloiCble 
the President that His Excellency the Governor was without. The 
HoiCble the President then left his seat on the <hu» and met His 
Excellency at the head of the staircase. His Excellen<‘y then entered 
the Council Chamber with the Hon’ble the President, and, at the request 
of the Hon’ble the President, took his seat in the Presidential Chair, the 
ITon’ble the President beinjr seated on His Excellency’s ri^ht.] 


His Excollency tho Governor’s Address. 

HIS EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR of BENGAL (tho Right 
Honourable Sir Francis Stanley Jackson): Mr. President and Gentle- 
men, I must first express my ref^ret at bein^ unable to attend the 
Council last Friday as had been arranpred, and I apoloi^ise for any in(‘on- 
venienep whi<“h tlie chancre, (|uite unavoidable, may have caused you, 
Sir. and members of the Council. 

It was my intention to avail myself of my privilejre of addressing: this 
Council when it met in Febniary last. At that time, however, owinp^ 
to the resiprnation of a larp’e number of members necessitatinff bye-elec- 
tions to fill their .seats, I decided to wait until the Council had returned 
to normal conditions. To-day all constituencies throii^rhout the Presi- 
dency are represented and I would like to welcome the newly elected 
members of the Council who have recently been admitted to its privilej^ei 
and responsibilities, and to express a hope that the work will prove of 
satisfaction to themselves, and beneficial to their constituencies and to 
the general interest of the people of Bengal. 

Circumstances have made it necessary for me to ask you to meet me 
this afternoon, and the importance of the statement I wish to make must 
be my excuse for this intrusion on the time of the Council when it is so 
busily engaged in important discussion on the Budget. 
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I think that I should preface my remarks by a brief reference to the 
debate which took place last Thursday when the demand for Ministers* 
salaries was before you. In pursuance of the assurance given to the 
House on that occasion, the Chief Secretary has placed before me the 
speeches which were made in that debate and I liave carefully read 
them. In the short time at my disposal I have already been able to 
hear personally the views of some of the members who spoke on that 
occasion, but this Council will, I am sure, appreciate that the situation 
created by its action is an unusual one and will require the most careful 
consideration after due consultation with my advisers and those directly 
concerned. The composition of the House has no doubt been considerably 
affected through the resignations at the beginning of the year and by the 
election of new members to fill those places, and I welcome what I believe 
to be the sincere desire of this House to work the constitution in a really 
(;ons1ructive spirit. I feel sure, however, that you will recognise that 
the question which has been raised is one which cannot and ought not 
to be disposed of in haste, and that you will accept my assurance that 
the views expressed are having my closest attention and will receive full 
consideration. The responsibility which I as Governor have to bear in 
the selection and appointment of Ministers is a very grave one, and I 
am not in a position to-day to make any pronouncement beyond the 
assurance which T have just given you. I may be permitted to add that 
I shall spare no effort to examine the situation in the light not only 
of my responsibilities but also of my obligations and to reach a solution 
which will be in the best interests of the Province. 

As you are no doubt all aware, the Bengal rriminal Law Amendment 
Act of 1925 under a clause limiting its o])eration to five years is due 
to exf)ire on Ai)ril 2drd this year. I need not recount here the serioua 
emergency which caused the Government of Bengal to arm theniselvea 
with the special powers provided by tliis Act, but my Government have 
had to decide on the knowledge in their })ossession, and after a prolonged 
and careful review of the situation at this time, what their attitude 
should bo towards the surrender of those powers, consequent upon the 
approaching expiry of the Act. After anxious thought my Government 
have decided not to propose, on the facts at present before them the 
rontinunnce of that part of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act 
which grants to the Executive power of arrest and detention without trial. 
These powers were framed to deal with revolutionary organisations which 
have for their object violence and assassination. A revolutionary move- 
ment which sets these aims before itself is still in active operation in 
Bengal, though its more serious manifestations, in the shape of definite 
outrages, have not recently been prominent. But for the last three years 
it has been possible to keep the situation under control without fresh 
recourse to them. My Government have desiVed to do everything they 
could to seek, in co*operation with Indian opinion, a solution of our 
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present difficulties, and they are therefore reluctant to invite the legis- 
lature to continue in existence powers, the occasion for the use of which 
we must all deplore. They sincerely trust that no emergency will neces- 
sitate their resumption, but they cannot conceal from themselves the 
possibility that such an emergency might again arise which might make 
it essential for them to be in possession of these powers. They have 
accordingly been in communication with the Government of India on this 
matter and I am authorised to state that the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil, and His Majesty’s Government, if they are satisfied of the existence 
of such an emergency, will be prepared to approve the necessary steps 
for securing these powers to my Government again. 

In these circumstances, therefore, my Government will immediately 
place before you a Bill for the repeal of those sections which provide for 
detention without trial, and I allot Tuesday, the 1st April, as the day 
on which in the ordinary course, distmssion of this Bill will be taken up. 

I would now refer to those sections whicli provide for the trial of 
offences and which are embodied in sections 3 to 10 of the Act. My 
Government do not feel justified in recommending the abandonment of 
the powers defined in these sections, whi<‘h provide for the appointment 
of Commissioners to try specific offences, and they will place before this 
House legislation for their continuance. An examination of the use 
which has been made of these sections cannot but lead to the conclusion, 
that this form of procedure has in every case been applied with scrupulous 
discrimination solely to the trial of persons for specific acts of a terrorist 
nature, while even in dealing with that class of offence it has been 
applied with marked restraint. The provisions which it is proposed to 
continue will, you have my assurance, be applied in like manner in the 
future. Our first object at this time must be to remove any obstacle to 
the ordered political progress of this Province. The terrorist has no 
belief, or faith, in constitutional agitation or in the efficacy of political 
leaders, however great their reputation or advanced their views. As a 
class the terrorist now, as always, pins his faith on violence as being the 
only method which will crown his efforts with success, and it is only if 
he knows that outrages will certainly and immediately be followed by 
swift and condign punishment, that he places a curb on his activities. 
While on the one hand, the procedure prescribed by the ordinary law 
has been found unsuitable to secure the administration of justice and 
the protection of the community against such persons, on the other the 
procedure prescribed in the sections of the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, to which I have referred, has been found to provide an expedi- 
tious and, I think, fair mode of trial and, as you are aware, the supple- 
mentary Act provides, and will continue to provide, for an appeal to the 
High Court from the decision of the Commissioners. 

I personally welcome the decision which my Government have found 
themselves able to take for the repeal of those sections providing for 
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<]etentioii without trial. I feel that the disappearance of those sections 
should remove a source of difficulty which has been experienced by men 
of all classes in supporting Government in their efforts to deal with 
terrorist crime. I trust that no occasion will arise to compel us to resort 
to them again. I do, however, earnestly commend to you the retention, 
for a further period of five years, of the special procedure for the trial of 
offences by Commissioners appointed under the Act and I look with 
some confidence to this House to support me in this matter. I feel 
satisfied that the retention of these see^tions is not only necessary, but 
should be some guarantee against a fresh recourse to those provisions 
which it is now proposed to repeal and the disappearance of which from 
the Statute Book cannot but be a source of satisfaction. 

I thank you, gentlemen, for your attendance here to-day and trust 
that your labour may be directed by Divine Providence to the lasting 
benefit of this Province and its inhabitants. 

His Excellency the Governor then left the rouncil, preceded by the 
Hon’ble the President. 

(On the return of the Hon’ble the President.) 


Starrtd Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Posts of section*holders and assistant section-holders in the 
Government presses. 

*91. Mauivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: ia) h the Hon’ble Meml)er in 
charge of the Finance Department aware that the officiating an’ange^ 
ments in the posts of section-holders and assistant section-holders in • 
the Government presses are made ignoring the claims of senior and 
*experienced handsF 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, wdll the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Is it a fact that an employee draws his pay for the post in which 
be serves? 

MEMBER in ohargo of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bit 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 
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Compositors in tho Bongol Covommont Pross. 

•S2. Maulvi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon^ble Member 
ia charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing list of compositors in the Bengal Government Press, 
with their names and sections in which they workP 

(6) Is it a fact that experienced compositors are not transferred to 
the hour section? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. MARR: (a) A copy of the establishment list ia 
placed on the Library table for reference. 

(h) Compositors above the age of 50 are, as far as practicable, given 
lighter work and put on to hour work. 


Readers and rewisers of the Bengal Government Press. 

•93. Maulvi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Finance Dei)artment be pleased to state whether it is 
the practice in the Government presses to promote the copy-holders to 
the posts of revisers and the revisers to those of readen*, according to 
seniority ? 

(b) Is it a fact that some of the jK)sts of the revisers and readers 
are at present filled up from outsiders, ignoring the claim of experienced 
copy-holders and revisers? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon ’ble Member l>e pleased to state the rea.son8 for the same? 

ifl) Will the Hon’ble MemWr l>e pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the names of the (1) copy-holders, (2) revisers, and (3) readers, 
at present employed in the Bengal Government Press ; and 

(it) the dates of their appointments? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the number of copy- 
holders and revisers, amongst the present employees who were promoted 
to revisers and readers respectively, since their appointments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: (a) No. Promotion is given to the men 
best qualified technically and educationally, service and attendance 
being also taken into consideration. Ordinarily vacancies are filled by 
promotion. If suitable men are not available, applications may be 
invited by advertisement. 

(b) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 
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(d) A copy of the eHtahlishment list of the Reading Branch of the 
Press is placed on the Library table for reference. 

(e) 26 readers and 14 revisers. 

Special privileges accorded to Muhammadans to secure representation in 
proportion to their numbers among Extra Assistant Conservators 
of Forests in Bengal. 

*S4. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue (Forest) Department be pleased to 
state what 8[)ecial privileges (if any) are accorded to Muhammadans 
to secure for them representation in proportion to their numbers 
among Extra Assistant Conservators of Forests in Bengal ? 

MEMBER in eharga of REVENUE (FOREST) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’blo AlhadJ Sir Abdelkerim Ghuznavi); No special privileges 
are a(*cor(le(l <o Mdslems as direct recruitment to the Bengal Forest Ser- 
vice has i^eased and, in accordance with the (Government communique on 
the subject, dated i^lst December, 1925, promotion is based on merit or 
merit combined wuth seniority. As there is not a single Moslem officer 
in the Bengal Forest Service at present (Government are reconsidering the 
question of direct recruitment with a view to improve the representation 
of the Moslem community in this service. 

3-15 p.m. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the llonlde Member be 
pleased t-o state whether the (Government are reconsidering the question 
of direc t recruitment only with a view to improve the representation of 
the Moslem community? 

Tha Hon’bla AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI ; The answer 
is in the affirmative. 


Raoruitmaffit of Muhammadani aa Extra Aiaistiiit Conaarvatora of 
Foraata in tha Foraat Dapartmant of BangaL 

«S6. HaJi LAL MUHAMMAD: (a) Is the Hun’ble Member in charge 
of the Revenue (Forest) Deportment aware that the thirteen Extra 
Assistant Conservators of Forests in the Forest Department of Bengal 
are all Hindus? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
Muhammadans in future recruitment to that service? 
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THi Hon’Me AlhidJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVIs (a) Yes. 

(h) Direct recruitment to the Bengal Forest Service having ceased, 
promotions are regulated by merit or merit combined with seniority. 

Government are, however, rtH'onsidering the question of direc‘t 
recruitment to this ser\’ire with a view to improving the repi*esentatiou 
of the Moslem community. 


Assistants in ths Govsrninant pressas. 

*96. Mauivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon bla 

Member in charge of the Finance l>ei)artment be pleased to state 
whether it is the practice in the Government presses to allow the 
assistants to officiate in a vacant higher jjost V 

(b) Is it a fact that at present the officiating roll-keept*r has been 
recruited from the Press order clerk? * 

{<') If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member Ih^ pleased to state the reasons thereof? 


Ths Hon’bis Mr. A. MARR: (a) Yes; press employees are allowed 
to officiate in higher posts when they are found fit. 

(h) No. The present officiating roll-kejieer is a senior permanent 
assistant time-kee|>er. 

(<:) Does not arise. 


Number of ofRoers in the PtiMio Health Depertment. 

*97. Meuivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Ix)cal Self-Government Deportment be plens(Hl to state 
the total number of paid officers in the Public Health Department at 
present ? 

(6) How many of these officers are Hindus and how many 
Mussalmans ? 

MINISTER in charge ef LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon'ble Kumar Shib SbeKfiareMrer Ray): (a) and (b) 

A statement is laid on the table which furnishes ♦he rc<|uired 
information. 
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Staiement referred to in the reply to dames (a) and (b) of starred 
question No. 97, 



Hindus. 

Muham- 

madans. 

Others. 

Total 

Eitablishment under Director of 

Public Health— 

Permanent 

72 

11 

7 


Temporary 

68 

4 



Total 

130 

16 

7 » 

162 

Eitabliihiuent under Chief Engi* 
neer. Public Health Depart- 
ment — 

Permanent 

26 

2 

2 


Temporary 

63 

10 



Total 

79 

12 

2 «. 

93 


«■■■—■ ■■ ■ 

— 



— - - 

Crand Total 

209 

27 

9 « 

246 


— 

— 

— 

— — 


MiUlvi ABDUL KARIMS Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state if there is any particular reason for the ^rreat disparity between 
Hindu and Moslem otficersF 

The Hon’hle Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Most of our 
officers are technical advisers and specialists; and as suitable Muham- 
madans cannot be found, there are more Hindus. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to state whether we are to understand that the 209 offif ers are 
all specialists? 

The Hon’bla Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Most of 
them are. 


Number of forostors in Bengal. 

*88. Haji BADl AHMED CHOWDHURY: Will the Rou ble 

Member in charge of the Revenue (Forest) DejKirtmeut be pleased 
to state — 

(i) how many foresters are there in Bengal at present; and 
(li) what is the iiercentagp of the Moslem representation in that 
service ? 

Tho Hon’bla AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVi: (t) 74 

(including fire who ni« drawing pny against five vacant posts of 
Deputy Rangers). 

(tt) About 13*5 of the existing strength. 
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Number of Forest Rangors in Bengal. 

*99. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) WiU the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Revenue (F'orest) Department be pleased to* 
state — 

(i) how many Forest Rangers are there in Bengal at present; 
and 

(iV) how many of them are Moslems? 

(b) What is the percentage of the Moslem representation in that 
service ? 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: {a) (i) 58. 

(n) 4. 

(b) About 7 per cent. 

Mussalman sub-inspeotore and inspeetors of polioe in the 
district of Nadia. 

MOO. Mauivi 9HAMSUDOIN AHMEDs Will the Hon ble MemW 
in charge of the Police. Dejmrtment l)e pleased to state the nuinWr of 
Mussalman sub-in.s]iectors and ins{)ectors in the district of Nadia from 
1923 to 1929? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*bla 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): A statement is laid on the table. 


State meut referred to in the f^eph/ to gtarnd que^^tum No, VHL 


Year. 

Number of Muham- 
madan inspectors 
in the district of 
Nadia. 

Number of Muham- 
madan sub* iospe*' tors 
in the district of 
Narlia. 

1U23 

1 

31 

1B24 


30 

1925 


25 

1926 


22 

1927 


21 

1928 


20 

1929 


19 


Maulvi 9HAM9UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Member b» 
pleased to^ state the reason why the number of sub'in spec tors decreased 
from 31 in 1923 to 19 in 1929 P 
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Tht Hofl’blf Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Presumably they have been 
transferred to other districts and the proportion in those districts has 
probably f^-one up. However, I know that the Inspector-General of 
Police is looki!l^? into the (jiiestion since the figures were compiled. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
bo pleaH(?d to state whether Muhammadan sub-inspectors are not trans- 
ferred just as they are due for promotion to the Inspectors* grade? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY; I have no information on the 
point. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to enquire into the matter? 

The Hon*bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : I shall ask for notice. 


Unttarrad Quastiona 

(answars to which were laid on the table). 

Purchase of Nos. 5 A 8, Government Place. 

94. Babu SATYA KINKAR BANANA: (a) WiU the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Works Department be pleased to 
state whether any negotiations have l)een started for the purchase of 
Nos. 6 A 6, Government Place, from the Government of India? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state how fur the negotiations have advanced? 

MINISTER in ohargs of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. Faroqui): (a) Yes. 

(h) The negotiations are completed. The Government of India 
have Bcx^epted the offer of Bs. 3,72,000 made by the Government of 
Bengal for No.s. 5 & f>. Government Place. 


Introduction of the now Jail rules in the Bongal Jails. 

9S. Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state whether the new Jail rules announced in the Govern- 
ment of India commuuiquJ recently issued, .have been introduced in 
ike Bengal jaila? 



QUESTIONS. 


401 


imi 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state when does the Government intend to introduce 
those rules? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is the 
intention of the Government to make any modification in the said 
rules? 

MEMBER in ctiarga of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’blo Sir Provath Chundor Mittor): (a) Not yet. It takes a little 
time to draft and get into proper form a set of new rules but the work is 
being pushed on and it is hoped that the rules will issue very shortly. 

(h) As soon as the rules are ready. 

(c) No, but for administrative convenience it has been decided to 
call the Divisions I, II and III instead of A, B and C. 

Babu JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that when the system of having a special class of prisoners was 
instituted in 1922, the rules were drafted, framed and pushed through 
all in the course of one week? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; The position 
was then different. First of all, so far as I am aware, this Government 
in consultation with the Government of India did it. This time the 
Oovernraent of India issued certain directions and no time is being lost. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHUNDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: Will the 
Ibm’ble Member be pleased to state when he expects the rules to <’ome 
into force? 

Tho Hon’bla 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I have already 
answered that question. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHUNDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Is the Ilon’ble 
Member aware that the rules have already been introduced in Madras 
and Bombay? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not allow that question. 


Pay of oompoundors. 

88 . Maiilvi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the clerks in Government offices generally 
draw more than double the salary of the compounders? 


26 
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(b) Is it a fact that a compounder is punished for serving a wrong 
prescription made by a doctor? 

(r) Is it a fact that some indoor compounders are given Rs. 5 per 
month as house rent? 

(d) Is it a fact that they are entitled under section (iv) of rule 50 
of the Dispensary Manual to free quarters? 

(e) Is it a fact that compounders get no holidays and they have 
to work during Durga Puja, Kali Puja, Idul Fitr, Muharram, Christ- 
mas and other holidays? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
8te])s as regards their pay, house rent and holidays? 

The Hoffi’Ma Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) The 

pay of clerks, on the average, runs above that of compounders. 

(b) The action taken in the event of a wrong prescription being 
made up would dejiend upon the circumstances of the case. 

(r) Yes, when free quarters are not available. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The jieculiar nature of comjiounders’ work in hospitals must 
necessarily curtail holiday facilities, but I have no doubt that such 
arrangements as are ijossible to relieve them on these occasions are 
made. 

(/) Not at present. 

MlUivi ABDUL KARIM; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he has sati.sfied himself by enquiries that the relief referred to in 
answer (c) has actually been given? 

TM Hon’ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: That is my 
information. 


NumNr of iloatlis in tlio Tangail subdivision of tho Mymonsingh 

distriot 

97. Mairivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to lay oU the table a statement showing separately thana 
by thana and sex by sex (male and female) and denominatioiiB (Hindu 
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and Mnhainmadan) as far as possible in tbe Tnngail subdivision of the 
M3nttansingb district during the last 5 years — 

(i) death from malaria; 

(it) death from kula-azar; 

{iit) death from cholera; 

(tv) death from small-pox; 

(r) death from dysentery; 

(ri) death from worm -com plaints; 

(iut) death at child-birth; and 

death from other diseases, if anyJ' 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state the total number 
of deaths in the Tangail subdivision in the last 5 years stating the 
number sei^rately thana by thana and year by year? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister Ik‘ please<i to state what steps have 
been or are being taken by the Government to combat mortality in 
the Tangail subdivisicm and to im|Trove its general health 


The Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) and 

(h) The statistics asked for are not available in the few days remain- 
ing Ik'fore the end of the session, but should the meml>er still desire 
them they will lie sufiplitnl to him, so far ns accessible, when ctmi piled. 

{(') This is primarily a concern of the district board, and time does 
not j^rmit of obtaining a statement of tbe measures taken by them 
in this sulKlivision. 


Revenue derived from the Maniktala area by the Oaloiftta Improvement 
Trust and by the Caloutta Corporation. 

98. Mr. 8. M. B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge (»f the 
Local Self-Government Defxirtment 1 m» [deased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(;) the revenue derived by the Calcutta Improvement Tr\ist in eu« h 
of the years since its establishment and up to the year 1929, 
from the Maniktala area, particularly from the area now 
known as Ward No. 28 of the Corporation of Calcutta; 

{it) the total amount spent in each of the years mentioned above, 
for the improvement of this lociality ; 

(nt) the revenue derived by the Calcutta Corporation from the 
Maniktala area since the amalgamation of the added areas in 
1924; and 

(iv) the amount spent in each of the years in respect of the same 
Maniktala area, particularly Ward No. 28f 
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Thf Hon’Hia Kimuir 8HIB tHEKHARESWAR RAY: (t) to {iv) It 
is iiiipos8ibl6 to obtain this infomiatioii boforo tho closo of tho prosont 
session, but should the member still desire it the particulars will be 
communicated to him when compiled so far as they are accessible. 


Introduction of elootivo system in the Bhetpera Munioipelity of 
the 24-Perganas district. 

90. Mauivi MUHAMMAD 8AADATULLAH: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether the elective system is going to be intro- 
duced in the Bhatptra Municipality in the district of the 24-Pargana8 
in the near future!^ 

(h) If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) and 

(b) No such projwsals are under the consideration of Government at 
present. 


Tube-well at Nalda in the Howrah district. 

100. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: in) Will the Honide Minister in 
charge of the IamuI Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether a tuW-well has been sunk at Nalda in the district of Howrah for 
which Goveniment has given a contribution? 

{b) If the answer t(» (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l)e pleased to state — 

(i) what is the amount contributed by Government for the purpose; 
(i») when was tiie contribution made ; 

(Hi) whether the construction of the tube-well has been com- 
pleted ; 

(tv) whether completion certificate has l)een submitted; and 
(r) who has countersigned the completion certificate? 

Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any diffi- 
culty has been e'S|>erienced with regard to the tube-well? 

(if) If th« answer to (c) is in tie affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state what is the nature of the difficulty? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is a general public 
grievance with regi^rd to the tube-well? 



1930.1 QUESTIONS. 405 

(/) If 80, Me the OoTernment considering the desirability of taking 
any in the matterf 

(g) Is it a fact that certain newspaper cuttings were forwarded by 
the public to Government on the subject for necessary action P 

The Htn’Me Kumar 8HIB SHEKHAREtWAR RAY:^) to {g) 

Government have no information in the matter nor has it been possible 
to obtain the necessary information from local authorities owing to 
shortness of time. 

Mfa W. L« TRAVERS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how far this place Nalda in (he district of Howrah is from Calcutta P 

The Hon*bl« Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I have no 
information. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: If he has no information then how he can 
reply to this question in these terms P 

The Hon’bla Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: This infor. 
matioii was obtained from the oflice. If further information be required 
it will he obtained from local authorities. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how long it takes to send s^miebody to Nalda and obtain this 
information ? 

The Hofi’ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: 1 require 
notice. I do not know where Xalda is. 


Priailaga of pansiofi to the Ataiatant Diraotora of Putrfio Health, 

Bengal. 


181. Dr. Sir NILRATAN SARKAR: ia) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Jjocal Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fac^t that the Assistant Directors of Public 
Health, Bengal, are denied the privilege of pension at the termination 
of their service P 

(b) Is it a fact that the Direc^tors of Public Health and also the 
clerical staff of the department enjoy this privilege? 
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(c) Are the Goiemment considering: the advisability of allowini^ the 
Assistant Directors of Public Health the benefit of pension or some 
i»ther emoluments for their service? 

The Hon’ble Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; (a) In 

atrcordance with the resolution of the Government of India on Public 
Health, 1912, the pay of Deputy Sanitary Commissioners now Assistant 
Directors of Public Health was fixed on a non-pensionary basis. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The pay of these officers was fixed at the figure adopted in view of 
the fact that their service is non-pensionary. The position will how- 
ever be further examined. 


Water scarcity of the district of 24-Parganas. 

102. Meuivi MUHAMMAD 8AADATULLAH; {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the liocal Self-Government Department he pleased 
to state whether Government pn)pose to si)end any amount to relieve 
the water scanuty of the di'itric*! of 24-Parganas? 

(h) If so, how much? 

The Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (n) and (b) 

Government have no information as to the allotment which the Com- 
missioner proiKises to make out of the allotment from the ^int for 
water-sui)ply to the Commissioner, Presidency Division. Tne allot- 
ment for the whfde division is likely to l)e almut Its. 70,000. 


Anti-malarial campaign project for the Vishnupur subdivision of the 
Bankura district. 

103. Babu 8ATYA KINKAR BAH AN A: (a) Is the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Ix)cal Self-Government (Public Health) 
Department aware that the people of the Vishnupur subdivision of the 
Bankura district are suffering from want of go<Hl drinhing water-supply 
Slid from malaria? 

(h) Has any anti-malarial campaign been projected for the subdivi- 
sion? 

(c) Have any funds been set apart for boring tube-wells in the rural 
areas of the subdivision? 

(d) If the answers to (h) and (r) are in the negative, will the 
Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the same? 
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IHi Hon’bia Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) The 

people of the Vishnupur subdivision are sufferingr from lack of good 
drinking water, but the question of water-supply is more acute in the 
Sadar subdivision than in the Vishnupur subili vision. Malaria is also 
prevalent in some parts of the Vishnupur suMii^ision. 

(h) Anti-malarial measures were undertaken bj’ some union bburtls of 
the siibdivision consisting of steps for clearance of doba», tanks and 
draiovS for which Government made grrants of Rs. 492 which were supple- 
mented by local contributions amounting to Rs. 104. This year also 
arrangements have been made for the same pur|K>se estimated b> cost 
Rs. 1,340, of which Rs. 800 has been paid by Government. 40 llw. of 
quinine was also sui)plie(l to union iKmrds for distribution in malaria 
affet'ted areas. 

(r) Out of Rs. 8,lo0 given to the sulalivision this year for water- 
supply in rural areas, Rs. 1,000 has l)een allotted specially for (J tube- 
wells as Government grants to meet two-thirds of their estimated cost, 
the balance being met fn>m local contributions. Some of the union 
boards have also s|>ent money on tube-wells this year. liUst year the 
Government spent Rs. 3.505 on water-supply including one tube-well. 
The district Iniard also spent Rs. 8,352 for the same purpoae including 
one tube-well with an overhead tank and connecting pipes. More 
attention is l>eing paid to the sinking of tuW-wells in the HuUliN ision. 

(ff) Does not arise. 


Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Will the Hon’ble Miniater be 
pleased to state w liat parts of Rhisnupur are free from malaria? 


The Hon*ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8HWAR RAY: I would 

require further notice. 


Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to inform us how the amount of Hm. 492 referred to in answer (h) 
was distributed and in wdiat proportion? 

Tha Hon’bla Kumar 8H IB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I would 
require notice. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVER8: In answer to question (a) the Hon’ble 
Minister states that the question of water-supply is more acute in the 
Sadar subdivision than in the Rhisnupur subdivision. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why it should be so? 

Tht HanHMa Kumar 8HIB BHEKHAREBWAR RAY: I have no 

information about the matter. 
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litiiNiMr of offioors ofid anlttanU in tho Finanoo DofMutmoiit of the 
Bengal SoeroUriat 

104. Babu H08ENI ROUT; Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
•bowing' — 

(a) the number of — 

(i) officers; and 

(vi) assistants in the Finance, Commerce and Marine Departments 
immediately before the present Tleforms system of Govern- 
ment; 

(5) how that compares with the present number under those heads; 
and 

(c) whether the number of assistants in these c^ces has increased 
with the number of officers, and if so, in what proportion? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. MARR: (a) to (r) A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 104 show* 
ing the number of officers and, assistants in the Finance, Commerce 
and Marine Departments, 

Finance, Commene and Murine Departments. 

In 1920. In 1930. 

Officers ... 4* 6t 

Assistants ... 08 79 plus S leave reserve. 

Abolition of tho Baruipur mianfin within tho 24-Farganas ilistriot. 

10B. Mr. 8. M. B08E: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Government are contemplating the abolition of the 
Baruipur munsifi within the 24-Paiganas; and 
(ii) if it is not a fact that the above munsifi; has been in existence 
for a very many years? 


*Oii* of the 4 offioera wM also Asslstint Seotetaiy, Pnhlie Works Ds p a r t raea t. 
fOns of ths 6 offioen it oiso Labour latolligetioe Offioer and Rsgiatiar of Trada 
I^aioiis. 
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(b) Are the Gbvemment aware that the existence of the above munsifi 
is of great convenience to the largre number of people residing in the 
thanas of Joynagar, Canning and ProtapnagarF 

(c) Are the Government aware that public opinion of the locality ia 
strongly against any proposal for the abolition of the above munsifi? 

MEMBER in ohargo of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (thf Hon’bl# 
Mr. A. N. Moboriy): (^) (i) No. 

(ti) Yes. 

(h) and (c) A representation has Wn re^‘ei^ed to that effect. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion on the head “26. — Police” was then resumed. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: Mr. President, Sir, I wish to speak a very few 
words in support of the motion so ably moved by Mr. (’balterjee. We 
are, indeed, very grateful to him for bringing forward such a vital 
matter, and ('ailing attention to a grievous wrong which has not, I am 
sorry to say, been redressed. 

The apalling number of crimes against women is a disgrace to Bengal 
and to its poli('e. Why so little has been done to mitigate this crying 
evil, why it is apparently as ttourihhing as ever, is a (|uestion which 
only the Home Member can explain. Sir, I liave been for many yeara 
(•(mnected with a body known as the Women’s Protection League, the 
life and soul of which is our deeply respected leader, Mr. Krishnakumar 
Mitra, to whom the women of Bengal owe a deep debt of gratitude. 
Now, the League has often felt considerable difficulty in getting the 
local police to move in this matter, and it has been in some cases neces- 
sary for ns to approach the llon’ble Member in charge of Policje; and 
we gratefuly acknowledge that help has l>wn freely given. I would 
request the Hon ’hie MeinWr to W so gmal as to send round a cinnilar that 
the local police are to take immedtaie steps whenever they receive any 
complaint of abduction. Any delay on their part should be punished. 
The District Police should be, if nwessarj*, stiffened by a special Police 
Department to deal promptly with such matters. If Mr. Chatterjee’a 
suggestions are carried out, 1 have every hope that in March 1931, the 
Home Member will be able to tell this House that crimes against women 
have nearly disappeared. The House will then, I feel sure, vote the 
Police budget without a single cut. Sir, a few words more and 
I have done. If Mr. Chatterjee’s suggestions are carried 
out, we shallr indeed, feel that the police are our friends and 
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allieg, then there will be a new outlook; hitherto police and persecution, 
in the popular mind, have always pone hand in hand. But we should, 
as has been said, co-operate with the police; after all, they are our own 
people; they have often to perform very unpleasant, and sometimes 
•dangerous duties. Let us have every sympathy for them, and let us not 
hate or despise them. Let us pet rid of this traditional attitude. Both 
are to blame for this unfortunate position. But let there be a new orien- 
tation. Lot us make them feel that they are our own people, who share 
our joys and somiws, who are ready to serve their motherland to the best 
of their ability. Let the police in their turn regard themselves as ser- 
vants of the people, whose happiness is their happiness. 

Let the best type of our yoiinp men join the police and make the 
force truly national. 

MiuM 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I will speak only a few 
words in support of the motion moved by Mr. B. 0. Chatterjee. It may 
be misunderstood, as is sometimes given out in the newspapers, that the 
motion which has been brought forward by a Hindu member refers only 
to the abduction' of Hindu women by Moslem f/oomhis. If anything is 
done in this respect (he fault lies with the newspai)erwala8. It is the 
newspaperwalas who with flaring head-lines do all tliese things. Goon- 
(hiH are always (/oondns. I know, Sir, from my own experience that 
Moslem (}o(tnd(in abducted 3foslem women and (lie police could not deal 
effective!}' with the f/oondas. In the same way Hindu (joondax have 
abducteul Hindu women and the police (‘ould not do anything. The 
increase in the number of abdmdion cases df)es not certainly redound to 
the credit of police oific ers. What is done by the rriininal Investigation 
Department The grant under this head will come before the Touncil 
this afternoon and the Pouucil will be asked to sanction it. If this sort 
-of things continue, I do not understand wdiat the necessity is of run- 
ning the Investigation Department. Is it run for the purpose of run- 
ning after those who want to work for the country and who have love 
for the country? With the greatest emphasis that I can command, 
I support the motion moved by Mr. B. C. Chatterjee and hope that 
Government will take a note of the fact 


•alNi HARIBAN8A ROY: Mr. President, Sir, in rising to support 
the motion, I Wg to submit that the general policy adopted in adminis- 
tering this imiKjrtant department bv the Government is not at all cal- 
-eulated to fully ensure the object for which this department is main- 
tained. This department swallows a large portion of the total revenue 
wnd is more expensive than any other department. No doubt, this huge 
expenditure is sought 16 be justified on the assumption that the preserva- 
tion of law and order and protection of the lives and properties, which 
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are tbe primary functions of this department. Now the question is — 
Has the Police Department been discharging its duties as effectively as 
in other civilized countries? The answer is emphatic “No.” The rea- 
son is not far to seek. In other civilized countries the police officers are 
very popular and useful and they command the respect and confidence 
of the people. There is mutual trust and co-operation between the peo- 
ple and the police. But in our country what do we find? Instead 
of co-operation and mutual trust, people look upon the police with 
distrust and dread. If a police officer, or any constable visits the 
village, he is looked upon with a feeling of awe and villagers generally 
try to avoid him. Police officers do not realise that they are the servants 
of the public whose services should be at the disposal of the people. 
Have the authorities tried to find out the reasons of this popular distrust 
of the police and have they taken any steps to improve the relation 
between tlie police and the public? On the contrary, we find any com- 
plaint against the police brings down the denunciation against the com- 
plainant from the authorities, high and low. In the present state of the 
pojnilar ft'eling, it is impossil)le to expect any co-operation from the 
people. By mere force, without any co-operation of the public, law and 
order (unnot he maintained and this is why there is so much recru- 
ilescence of crimes which in most cases go undetected. 

It i.s the duty of the Government to adopt such a policy as to (diange 
the present feeling of distrust, create an atmosphere of goodwill and 
ensure co-operation between the p€»ople and the p<dice. The police 
officers should be made to realise that they are servants of the people 
and think it i^ their duty to help the people in their diffi<‘ulties. Want 
of < (i-operation and mutual trust, for which the police are more to 
blame, are the root causes for the failure of the Police Department to 
work as effic iently as one w’ould desire. It is for the Government to s<> 
remodel and perfect the system c)f the police administration that the peo- 
ple may readily recognise the policeman not as their oppressor but as 
their friend and protector. 

In this connection, I may add that the system of organising village 
defence parties intensively, should be encouraged by all possible means. 
These parties, wherever they were formed, have proved successful jn 
auppressing and detecting crimes. If the authorities enc’ourage the 
villagers to form such parties, they will readily do it, os they know* that 
these will be the effective means of suppressing crimes and eradicating 
any ^ evils from which any village may suffer for the time being. But 
I regret to say that in some cases the.se organisations are looked upon 
with suspicion by the policre authorities. If these defence parties are 
allowed to be established throughout the country they will W a very great 
source of strength to the polic*e. In cases of abduction of women these 
parties will be very helpful to the policre. With these remarks I support 
the motion of Mr. Chatterjee. 
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MUNINORA DEB R«i Mthatai: Sir, I rise to support the motion 
BO ably moved by my friend Mr. Chatterjee. The abduction of women 
hat become a matter of common occurrence in this country. One thou- 
sand and thirty-three cases in live years or an average of 206 cases of 
abduction in one year is no joke. It clearly showed the inefficiency of 
the j>oIice force to afford protection to these abducted women. The 
peculiar social customs of the Hindus aggravate the miseries of the 
unfoHunate women. They are discarded by society, by their own kith 
and kin, their dear and near ones for no fault of theirs. The women are 
termed the “weaker sex.” Is it not the bounden duty of the paramount 
power to afford protection to the weak who are physically incapable of 
defending their honourP Although the majority of the women folk of 
this country are steeped in ignorance and superstition — . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I do not advise you to go into so 
serious a matter incidentally — we are not discussing about the ignorance 
or superstition of any class or community. 

MUNINDRA DEB Rai Mahasai: All right, Sir, in any case they 
value their chastity more than anything else in the world and its loss 
meant a good deal more than it is thought of in other civilised countries. 
It therefore behoves the Government to adopt stern measures to put a 
stop to or at least put a check to such sort of crimes. In some cases the 
perpetrators of such crimes go undetected and in others police remain 
indifferent in the matter specially if the ruffians had a long purse at their 
back. 1 would beseech the Hon’ble Member-in-charge to take up the 
matter in right earnest. Orders should be issued to the police to be 
always on the alert and in case they fail to detect the ruffians, they would 
be taken to task and severely dealt with departmentally. This would 
have a salutary effect on the police force and help to increase their 
efficiency. Huge amounts are annually spent for the upkeep of the 
Criminal Investigation Department to hunt up political offenders, to find 
out crackers and bombs and sometimes to build mountains over molehills. 
Cannot some of these officers be deputed to areas where abduction cases 
are common or where the culprits go undetected? 

I c4innot make myself believe that this all powerful Government is 
powerless to save the honour of the women of this country. Do they not 
belong to the same race which indignantly rose to a man to save the 
honour of a lady in the person of Miss Ellis a few years ago from the 
clutches of the hardy mountainous tribes of the North-West Frontier? 
Did not their stern attitude compel the triWsmen to restore the lady to 
her countrymen? Cannot the present Government take such drastic 
measures as would strike terror into the hearts of the ruffians and deter 
them from laying their hands on helpless women and ruin their lives? 
The people, I tnist, are sure to co-operate With the police in the suppres- 
sion of this crime. 
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TlM Hon’Mt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have got a large and misceU 
laneoQS lot of motions to reply to. The first two were moved by Maulvi 
Tamifuddin Khan. His grievance was that an insufficient number of 
Muhammadans are appointed to be Assistant Sub-Inspectors and by 
promotion from that rank are appointed to be Sub-Inspectors. The rules 
about the appointment of Assistant Sub-Inspectors are that they are to 
be recruited either by promotion from the rank of constables or by the 
enlistment of outsiders. On the occurrence of a vacancy in the rank of 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors the Superintendent reports it to his Deputy 
Inspector-General, and at the same time states whether he has a constable 
fit for promotion. If not, he shall submit his nomination from among 
outsiders. In doing so, he shall give preference to those who were 
nominated for appointment as Sub- Inspectors but were not finally 
selected by the Inspector-General. In case of direct recruitment, not 
less than per cent, of the vacancies shall be given to the Muham- 
madans in the Presidency, Hakarganj, and Dacca Ranges, and not less 
than 20 per cent, in the Burdwan and Rajshahi Ranges, provided that 
suitable Muhammadan candidates are available. 1 think members will 
agree with me that the principle which obtains in the police force, via., 
that a constable may rise by merit to any post is an extremely g<K)d 
one. Therefore, I think it is only right that where there are well 
qualified constables available they should have a preference in appoint- 
ment to the rank of Assistant Sub- In spec tor. This same question was 
raised last year by Maulvi Tamiauddin Khan, and I then pointed out, 
as he has acknowledged, that the way to ensure a larger proportion of 
Muhammadan Assistant Sub-Inspectors is to provide well qualified 
Muhammadan constables. Even if a Muhammadan constable is not very 
well qualified when he begins, we train him in the police training school 
and give him every opportunity for getting on. 

As regards the direct appointments, the best (‘fiance of Muham- 
madans getting them will be if the Muhammadans who are nominated 
for appointment as Sub-Inspectors but are not finally selected will put 
their pride in their pockets for a lime and be(;oine Assistant Suh- 
Inapectors. I have not the slighte'<t doubt that the Superintendent of 
Police who had nominated a Muhnimnadan as a Sub-Inspector would 
jump at the chance of getting him as an Assistant Sub-Inspector if he 
came forward. We have recently impressed on Superintendents of 
Police that they should persuade gentlemen who have been nominated 
as Sub-Inspectors but have failed to get the appointment, to join as 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors. Half the vacancies in every year in the rank 
of Sub-Inspector are filled by direc t appointment and the rest are filled 
by promotion from among the Assistant Sub-Inspectors. The rules 
which govern these promotions are that every year Superintendents 
will submit to their Range Deputy Inspectors-Oeneral the names of not 
more than five Assistant Sub-Iiispe<;tors and two head constables serving 
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in their district whom they recommend for permanent promotion to 
the rank of Sub-Inspectors. There, a^ain, if we have more well 
qualified Muhammadan Assistant Sub-Inspectors they would have a 
better chance of l)einfc appointed Sub- Inspectors. Really we have 
to bef^in at the bottom. If we have more Muhammadan constables and 
more Muhammadan Assistant Sub-Inspectors, the inequality will right 
itself, but until then we cannot depart from the principle which we 
follow in all services, viz., that in selection for promotion no communal 
consideration can be given any weight at all. When it is a matter of 
promotion within a service, we have to go for the best men in the 
service, and I think it stands to reason that it will create a feeling of 
general discontent if a good officer feels that he has been passed over 
by his inferior on purely communal grounds. That was the principle 
laid down in 1925, and I can hold out no hope that it will be departed 
from, When it is a matter of direct recruitment the position is different, 
but within a service, I think, full attention must be paid to merit. 

For the moment I will leave the next motion that was moved by 
Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy and pass on to motion No. 256 which 
was moved by Mr. 8. M. Bose. Mr. Bose wants to know various things. 
But I may begin by saying that the new musket is not at the moment 
a luxury but a necessity because the muskets wliich are being replaced 
are, in the large majority of cases, unfit for use. They are positively 
unsafe and they have been condemned as unsafe. The total cost for 
re-arming Bengal is approximately Rs. 6,68,500. The expenditure Ims 
been administratively sanctioned by Government, as all new expendi- 
ture has to be, before it comes to the Council at all, but, of course, tlie 
ultimate decision rests with this Council. 

Then he asked who the Chief Civil Master Armourer was. He is 
an officer of the Government of India, wlio has no partic\ilar interest in 
anything except to inspect arms to see wliat their condition is, whether 
they can be repaired or wliether they should be scrapped. He has 
examined a large number of arms in a large number of districts, and 
the condition of the police arms throughout Bengal at the present 
moment or rather until we began to replace them on a very small scale 
by reapproprifttioD was a scandal. Then it has been pointed out that 
this weapon is said to be of improved type. The chief difficulty about 
replacing the old type is that those particular arras are now no longer 
manufactured, and they are unobtainable unless we make them new. 
Before the Government of India decided on this *410, they made various 
enquiries from various firms with a \iew to discovering whether contracts 
could be placed which would provide satisfactory arms at cheap rates, 
and eventually they came to the conclusion that the cheapest thing they 
could do would be to bore out a large number of •606’s and convert them 
into ‘410’s. This is, the cheapest form of rearmament. I do not know 
whether it is suggested that the armed police should be abolished 
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altogetber, but I would submit that that is absolutely out of the question. 
The number of arms is not being increased; they are l>eing kept down 
to what we consider to be the minimum necessary. We are, however, 
replacing obsolete and dangerous weapons by new ones which we hope 
will last for a considerable number of years. 

I now come to motion No. 257 — a very comprehensive enquiry on 
the part of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy as to what contract contin- 
gencies are. If I had known that he was going to put that problem 
to me yesterday afternoon I should have been glad to explain it to him 
in detail yesterday morning when he came to see me in Writers* 
Buildings and I should, thus, have saved the time of the Council. As 
it is I am afraid I shall have to waste a certain amount of time because 
I cannot afford to let the demand for the grant of contract contingencies, 
go. 

The sum appears, as has been stated, to be a large one, but it must 
be remembered that there are a large number of districts, a large number 
of subdivisions and a very large number of police-stations. Now, the 
following are the items of contract contingencies which con(;ern the^ 
Police Department: The first is “Petty repairs” and another one is 
“Oil for lighting purposes.” Sub- Inspectors and other police officers 
are liable to be called out at any hour of the day or night. A Sub- 
In8i>ector might have to record a first information in the middle of the 
night and he cannot be expected to do that by moonlight, especially in 
the dark days of the month. These sums total up to a considerable 
amount. A large investigating centre costs Hs. 2-13 a month for light- 
ing charges and a small investigating centre costs Re. 1-14. A town 
outpost costs annas 15 for ordinary lighting charges and annas 10 per 
month for patrol lanterns. 

As regards petty repairs to buildings it is imjmssible to frame 
elaborate estimates for a very large number of buildings which would 
come up to the Inspector-General of Police for special sanc tion. There- 
fore grants are made to each district on the scale of Rs. 250 a year for 
repairs to police-stations and Rs. 100 for repairs to outposts and the 
Superintendent of l*olice is responsible for getting the necessary estimates 
and doing the necessary work. I do not think that the Council can 
regard this amount as very excessive. 

Other items are “country stationery,” “temporary Iwmt establish- 
ments,*’ ‘^ire of boats,” “country medicines,” “charges for vagrants,” 
“passage and diet money of insane persons sent to or discharged from 
an asylum,” “hot and cold weather charges” which includes punkha 
pulling charges and things of that iw>rt, “conveyance of dak” and such 
other charges, “repairs to tents,” “purchase and repair of furniture” 
including furniture for mortuaries, “post and telegraph charges” a. 
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large item, when it is spread over the wSple proviace, ^ ‘office expenses/' 
of various fK>rts, **pey of menials — some of the menials ajre known 
as “contingeu(;y menials" are not paid from the budget for establish- 
ment but from contract contingencies, “repairs to accoutrements^' and 
“repairs to typewriters/' All these cost a good deal of money. 
“Charges for current for electric lights and fans" are not yet a very 
large item, but it will grow larger in future. All these cost about 
Kh. 5^ lakhs a year. I admit that the demand this year is larger than 
it has been in the past. This is due to the inclusion of a special item 
under the head “Repairs to launches and river police-stations." 
Owing to the care with which the police budget has been framed in the 
past — framed with the object of cutting down expenditure as far as 
possible, I regret to say that repairs to launches and river police-stations 
have not been carried out as fully in the past as tliey should have been. 
We have now reached the position that unless we get an extra Rs. 40,000 
odd in 19^10-^11, valuable property in the form of launches and police- 
stations will run the risk of becoming practically a total loss. At any 
rate, if we do not spend this in 19^0-31, we shall have to spend a good 
deal more money later. People may say what is the use of river police- 
stations? People in Western Bengal and also in Northern Bengal 
probably cannot see much use in them. But I think people from Eastern 
Bengal and a portion of the Pre.sidency Division will be considerably 
aggrieved if we have to close down the river police-stations for want 
of accommodation. The cry from those quarters has been for more 
river police-stations and not for less. I hope I have satisfied this Hou.se 
now about the question of contract contingencies. 

I now <'ome to what, perhaps, I may term the meat of this bunch of 
motions. 1 must congratulate members on the moderation with 
which they have spoken on a subject on which I know they feel very 
deeply. But I must ask them to believe that Government also feel very 
deeply on the subject — I speak of the abduction of women. These cases, 
I regret to say, occur in considerable numbers in Bengal although when 
it is remembered how large Bengal is and how large its population is, 
the figures given do not indicate that they are of very frequent occur- 
rence in any particular locality. Government have, for some time patt, 
been paying attention to this matter but it is much more easy to call 
attention to the evil than to produce a remedy. The Inspector-General 
of Police is, at the moment trying to devise special measures for daaling 
with this form of crime. It has been impressed on him and by him on 
his Superintendents and by them on the police under them that Gov- 
ernment do regard this form of crime as a very serious evil, and that 
they must do their best to detect the cases which occur and to bring the 
culprits to justice. Cases of this kind are very difficult to detect fa# 
even when charge sheets are submitted it is, by no means, always, T 
regret to say, that conviction follows. The proportion of cases which 
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* ^ sajfcfiSm^ry, on the other head it is not too hop^ 

proposed that the District Police should be 
^ a special force » I thiuk it will be difficult for anything 

' 4 speciial force to be able to do much in the way of 

pr<^eptibn because the area is so large and the total number of cases 
is cOiOpiratively so smalL More might perhaps be done if we had a 
special detective police to deal with this form of crime. 1 am rather 
doubtful about it myself but I shall consult the Inspe<*tor-General of 
Police and if he thinks it desirable and necessary and I can get Govern- 
ment to agree to the expenditure as unavoidable) then I will come up 
to the Council for a supplementary grant. 

We have been told that the police in Bengal are inefficient and 
unpopular though I was glad to notice that one meml>er at least did 
mention that they were their own people. Now if the people of this 
province — educated people of good families get into the police as 
Inspectors and Sub-Iiispetitors, why should it be that they immediately 
become in the eyes of their fellow countrymen mtmsters of iniquity^ of 
whom ever>lK)dy is afraid P I find it difficult to answer that question. 
It seems to me that if a man holding the position of a police officer 
feels that every one's hand is against him, then it is difficult for him 
to give of his l)est. <^Mr. B. C. CiiArrERJKB : His hands are agaipst 
everybody.) I do not think that that argument which has been put for- 
ward in the form of an interje<;tion can hold water, because when an 
officer is first appointed his feelings and his traditions must be the 
feelings and traditions of the class from which he comes. Why then 
should he begin with his hand against everybody, if everybody's hand 
is not against himP 


It has l>een said that the authorities make no attempt whatever to 
promote courtesy on the part of the i>olice. That I deny. Whenever 
complaints are brought against a police officer they are carefully sifted 
and if the police officer is found to have abused his position or been 
rude to people he is suitably dealt with. 


4n. 


f^lhitik members would be surprised at the number of proceedings 
^ police officers which are drawn up every year. At the tame 

to say that a very large numbey of absolutely unfounded 
t<AaUy false cases, both civil and criminal, are brought agaiust 
every year, and the knowledge of this large number of cases 
^does make It more difficult to deal with the true ones without pretty 
Pl^dwve proof. 1 can assure this House, however, that Govemitient 
^djiirily alive to the necessity of keeping the police pure* and of ensur* 
as far M can poesiUy be done, ^t their relations with the public 
be eomrteoits and cordial: and^ t can only hope that tha i^UOf 

n 
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ftt any nte those sections and classes of the public frnm'atnong nftooK 
these police officers are drawn, will treat them in like manner anti krill 
not consider that because a man chooses to earn his daily bread by become' 
ing a police officer, he, therefore, necessarily becomes a pariah. • * . 

It has been suggested that we might encourage the villagers to do 
more in the way of preventing loc-il crime. It is some years 
defence parties were established. I have been personally interested in 
more than one district in the worki ig of these defence parties and they 
have done most valuable work and I should like to see more of them. 
Occasionally, it has happened in the past and it is always possible that 
it may happen in the future that a defence party will go off the rails; 
but these instances are comparatively few; and I acknowledge the valu- 
able work which defence parties have done in Bengal during sav the 
last 10 of 12 years. 

Now, I come to the question of communal riots. The first motion 
on the subject was moved by Maulvi Jalaluddin Hashemy. His speech 
was not very helpful— it seemed to be rather a matter of lugubrious 
prophecy and references to occurrences which took place some years ago 
in other provinces than a practical (contribution to the problems of to- 
day. 

Dr. Amulya Itatan Ghose who followed seemed to be able to find 
no later instance than one in 1927 on which he could pin his arguments. 

I think the House would prefer that I should not waste their time further 
by going into ancient history of that sort. There remains the speech 
of Mr. B. C. Chatterjee 

(At this stage the Hon'ble Member reached the time-limit.) 

TN HMi'bi* Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As I am replying to five 
luotiotiH, may I have some more timeh* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may have a few minutes more. 


. *8®BSRI.Y : Mr. Chatterjee's motion dealt 

with the largo question of handling riotous occurrences. One of tho 
difficulties in handling riotous occurrences is that the rioters as a rnlo 
do not begin when the police are standing close by: they begin tho 
riot when the police are away from them and the police have to get 
there as best they can. .The result, as has been pointed out. is that tho 
occurrenw is very often over before the police get there. But I may 
inform the House that in the case of Dacca, to which Mr. Chat'terjoo 
sj^ifically refeired, this did not happen, and it was actually the police 
wh^isperwd ^e rioters. The procession out of which the oocunoBOt 
at Dacca started was not a procession which started fully onrsttfwff 
from a given rontre.but it was formed by the amalgamation of aaumber 
of small parties with whom the police were not able to keep in toaeh 
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I aul going into the detaib of the actual oocumnce, because the 
caee ^ii now pending before the Courts, but I will only say that the 
polioe did get information before the occurrence was over and the 
riotm were eventually caught, I understand, between two parties of 
police converging on them from opposite directions. 

Now, Sir, I come to the subsequent occurrences at Dacca, and here 
I would join Mr. Chatterjee in paying a tribute to the magnificent work 
done by my friend, Nawab Khwaja Habibullah, in keeping the Muham- 
madans quiet under the gravest provocation. It has been a marvel to 
me that he was able to do this, and Government and his countrymen 
owe him all thanks and honour for the work he did. But, Sir, I think 
the Nawab himself would be the first to acknowledge that had it not 
been for the presence of the police pickets — and these pickets were 
posted throughout Dacca within a very short time Of the original occur- 
rence — the loss of life in Dacca would have been very serious indeed. 
I do not understand how Mr. Chatterjee can insinuate that Dacca would 
have been pacified if there had been no police there at all. I may only 
refer to the incident of 1926 when unfortunately there were also riots 
in Dacca which started in a simil.ir sort of way. On that occasion, it 
was expected thot there might he trouble during a certain night and all 
the police in Dacca were kept on duty until early morning when by 
an error of judgment or, at any rate, miscalculation it was thought 
that the danger was then over and the police were allowed the rest Om v 
needed so much. Within an hour Dacca was ablaie. 1 think, Sir, 1 
need say nothing more about that. 

The police welcome the co-operation of the public. They ask for 
nothing more than that they shall be accepted by the public as their 
friends and that the public shall be their friends. But as long as they 
are treated with suspicion and as pariahs, I do not think that that happy 
consummation will come about. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdCEs Will the Hon’ble Member give us an 
assurance that Government will give special instructions to the superior 
and subordinate ofllcem including constables to be polite to the public? 

Tilt Hail’llla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : 1 have great pleasure in giving 
him that assurance. It is probably already in the Polioe Regulations. 

The following motions were then put and lost : — 

'That the demand of Re. 20,50,000 under the head 
— District Executive Force — Pay of Sub-Inspectors' be reduced 
by Bs. , 100 (to draw attention to the inadequacy 
of Mubammadan Sub-Inspectors recruited by way of promotion from 
tbe grade of Assistant Sub-Inspector^** 
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'prhat tiu '* d«iMnd of ' ' ' 10', 10,000 under tbe bead 

‘26d.— Dilitrict Executive Force — ^Pay of Assistant Sub- 

Inspeciors and Head Constables' be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise 
^ the policy followed in recruitinjr Assistant Sub-Inspectors by way of 

. direct recruitment).” 

m,, 

‘‘That the demand of Rs. 86,27,600 under the head ‘26C. — District 
Executive Force’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the 
work of the Police in coping with communal riots).” 

The following motion of Mr. S. M. Bose was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn: — 

‘‘That the demand of Rs. 2,07,000 under the head “26C. — District 
Executive Force— District Police — Arms, accoutrements and ordnance 
stores’ be reduced by Rs. 1,07,000.” 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

“That the demand of Rs. 5,85,100 under the head ‘26C. — District 
Executive Force — Contract contingencies’ be refused.” 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 1,71,000 under the head ‘‘26C. — 
District Executive Force — Pay of Ofecers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
draw the attention of Government to the inefficiency of the said Force 
specially in the matter of affording protection to abducted women and 
handling riotous occurrences) was then put. 

Mft B« Cl CHATTERdEEt Shall I be in order if I ask for permis- 
sion to amend this motion by deleting the words “and handfing riotous 
occurrences,” 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afrau] 1 raunot allow you to do that. 


Mr. ■. 0. W^TTERJEE: In View of your ruling I do not wish 
to press the motion. 

The motion of Mr. B. C. Chatterjee was then, by leave of the Gouncil, 
withdrawn. 

(At 4-29 p.m. the Council was adiourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 4-44 p.m.) 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Sr. AMtILYA RAT AN «NOtli “That the damaad of Rs. 2.43,600 
undir thi head ‘3dD.— Polios Traininir School' bs rsdwMd hr 
Ra. 2,00,000.’’ 
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IMv AMULYA AATAk CHaAEt^*11iiittk»$iPlf|ri^ 3,96,000 
iuici«# ihe head ‘26E. — Special Police — Eastern Frontier Hides (S^gal 
Battalion)* be refused.’^ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I propose to have one discussion on motionij 
Nos. 262, 26^3 and 264. Is there any objection to that!* ^ 

Riji Bthadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nuh^wr: I 

beg to move that the demand of R«. 5,40,000 under the head ‘*26F,— 
Hallway Police — Pay of Establishment** be reduced by He. 1 (to draw 
the attention to the proper che<*kiiig of Railway thefts). 

At the very outset I may say that this motion is intended only to draw 
the attention of the Hon*hle Member in charge of the department to have 
a more effective check on the railway police especially in regard to thefts. 
It is known to the House how parcels sent through railway agencies are 
tampered with, specially fruit parcels and vegetable baskets. Ninety- 
nine per cent, of these baskets are received in a broken condition, either 
empty or half full of other rotten things. It is peculiar to realise how 
sympathetic these traders are towards the railway authorities, for being 
in sympathy with them they see that the railway authorities do not suffer 
in any way by way of compensation or damages. The railway authori- 
ties think they can shake off their responsibility if they deliver a parcel 
having a weight (Hfual to tliat which the parcel originally Iwre. When 
a parcel has been delivered with the right weight, the railway authori- 
ties do not entertain any further claim whatsoe%'er. AVhen a parcel is 
delivered, in most cases it is found to be filled with bricks and broken 
pieces of stones to make up the weight. 1 myself have received several 
parcels full of bricks and broken pieces of stones. This nefarious prac- 
tice has been going on for the last 50 or 40 years very successfully and 
now they venture to extend their business to a more profitable direction, 
namely, to rob the property of passengers. Several coses have been 
reported recently where the proj>erties of passengers, especially of the 
higher class passengers, have lieen robbed. In spite of the device that 
has been made by the railway authorities of safety catches on the 
carriages several theft cases have cM'curred rec ently and passengers robbed 
of their belongings. It is very unsafe nowadays to travel at night — 
unsafe with regard to property as also with rcu'orcJ to life. For these 
reasons I beg to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member-in-charge and 
ask him to pay more attention to the checking of these evils. 

With these words I beg to move my motion. 


Mr. R9 Bit DINT: 1 think Maulvi Tamimd^in Khan need not move 
hie Biotioii bat he can speak on the motion that has been already moved 
as the two areidentical. 
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Iliulvi TAtilZUODIN KHAN: 1 do not move my moHon nor do 
I intend to speak on tbe previous motion, Sir. 

‘fhe following motion was not moved: — 

Mauivi TAMIIUDDIN KHAN: ^^That the demand of Rs. 8,07,^00 
under the head ‘26F. — ^Railway Police' be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the inefficiency of the Railway Police).*' 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 8,07,*^00 under the head “2bF. — ^Railway Police” be reduced by 
Rh. 50,000. 

In the year 1928-29 Rs. 4,95,27*3 was actually spent under the head 
“Pay of establishment” whereas this year the demand is for a much 
greater amount, viz., Rs. 5,40,000. Under the head “Contract contin- 
gencies” only Rs. 7,158 was actually spent whereas the amount of 
Rs, 13,300 is being demanded by the Government. The Government of 
India is making a huge profit from the railways and I do not know why 
the Bengal Government wdll be compelled to pay such a huge amount. 
It is the duty of the India Government to pay for the maintenance of 
the railway poli(*e because it is maintained for tlie protection of the 
railway property only. Nothing can be said and suggested for the 
improvement and the supervision of the railways by the House whereas 
I am surprised to see the demand for the railways under consideration 
of the House. The amount of Rs. 55,090 is ]>ayl>le to the Bihar and 
Orissa Government on account of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway police and 
a demand has been made but not a single ]>ice is derived from the profits 
of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company which takes the heaviest rate 
of fares from the passengers. There are concessions in other railways 
but the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company does not grant .sufficient con- 
cessions to the passengers. The rates of the third (lass railway fares 
should be further decreased. 

My second point is that the railway police is not at all efficient. It 
is very difficult to go to the different stations without being a victim to 
the ever-loiteriiig jpkk-pockets. In the railway compartments poor third 
class passengers fall victims to the small luggage liftere and petty pil- 
ferers. Goods are still being daily stolen from the trains during transit. 
Seizures of opium and the like things v hich are smuggled through the 
railways and the price of the articles seized can well afford and main- 
tain the police. I do not know how the Bengal Government can be 
asked to pay for the expenditure of the railway police the income 
derived from which goes to the India Government. 

So I beg to mbve that as the Bengal Government is not responsible 
for tbe expenditure of the railway police whose only duty is to proteet 
the property belonging to the railway, the demand be reduced by only 
Be, 50,000 out of tbe total amount of Rs. 8,07,300. I do not know leip 
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what l^irpota or reason this GoTernment should boar the expenditure for 
the of police in a railway the income of which goes to another 

exche^r. 

Ufa W« L« TRAVERS: I speak as an upcountry member and from 
that point of view I wish to oppose this motion tor reduction of the grant 
for railway police. Now, first of all, we must remember what a railway 
centre is. We have a vast scattered area peopled by a large number of 
casual labourers. On the one hand, therefore, the prevention of crime 
is surely difficult and on the other there is valuable material which is 
comparatively easy to steal. Tliose of ns wlio live upcountry and who 
remember the condition of affairs some 15 years ago wish that more 
money were spent on this head and there were more improvement in the 
railway police rather than a reduction and deterioration. I call to 
mind 15 years ago when up in the north of Bengal it was hardly possible 
for us to procure any shares or necessitie.s from Calcutta which were not 
ii|sured. Constantly and frequently cases of interesting things such as 
whisky would come the weight correct but with bottles which were full 
of water from the river Brahmaputra or some other river of that des<‘rip- 
tion. That of course is my personal experience but the same thing 
vhappens with regard to the food of the i>eople to their great incon- 
venience and grave loss. Now in the last few years there has been a 
considera1)le improvement. The casual labour which surrounds the 
large railway centres is to a certain e.xteiit under supervision and pre- 
vention of this crime is more efficient. For these reasons my party will 
oppose the motion proposed by the new member (Dr. Ghose) who has 
celebrated bis arrival in this Council by making at least twenty maiden 
speeches. 

Mtuivi ABUL KASEM: I rise to support the motion. I do not 
complain of the inefficiency of the railway police, Sir. But I am sorry 
that my friend the mover did not propose a token cut instead of a big 
cut from the demand under this head. I am sorry I am not able to 
support him in that respect. But so far he has only raised a discussion 
about the inefficiency of the railway police. The railway police is main- 
tained by the Government for the protection l>oth of the trade centres 
and of the railway companies. But so long the railway police has failed 
to prevent crimes or protect railway parcels l)eing stolen from railway 
yards and stations, and so much so that each of the railway systems has 
bad to establish a Watch and Ward Department for this very purpose. 
Secondly, the railway police instead of helping justice stand on mere 
tecbnicalities. I remember a case of theft which was committed in 
Bnrdwan and the man who committed the theft got into a train and fled. 
Inlomiatioiv was lodged with the railway police at the tbana but the 
1 ^ the thana said that the theft was committed at the city and the 
railway pcdiee was not going to take np the matter. 
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But by the time the complainant could go to the city and lodg^ ^ 
complaint, the passenger was about a hundred miles away, and he might 
have dropped down at any station, lie requested the police to telegrttp^l 

to the next station to have the man arrested, but this was not done. > 

’ " 

Sir, I have long experience of railway travel and I have found 
whenever any complaint is made, either against theft or any tpw 
offence, to the railway police, they are absolutely apathetic and negtl^ii^ 
ful. If the railway authorities are consulted in the matter, I believe 
that they will be able to corroborate my statement. I think it is high 
time that some steps were taken to put some sort of life into this depart* 
ment and make it useful to the public. 

Tht Hofl’bln Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghoa^ 
suggests that because the railways in India belong to the 
Government, and because the Central Government annex the pr^fi^ 
therefore the Central Government should pay for the railway ponce* 
If, Sir, he could convert the Government of India to his views, nobody 
would be more pleased than Mr. Marr and myself. I am afraid, Imif* 
ever, that this is a matter on which the Government of India 
absolutely adamant, and it will not advantage the peo]>le of this presf- 
dency^ if this Council cuts the grant for railway police by half a lakh 
of rupees in the hope that the Government of India will make up the 
deficit. They will not. 

Sir, attention has been called to the fact that we are asking for more 
money for establishment in 19*K)«n than was spent in 1928-29. I have 
explained on a previous motion, probably by the same mover, that in 
1928-29 the revised pay of the police was only in force for four months, 
whereas in 1930-81 it will be in force for twelve. I would rather ask 
the mover to refer to the total figures for the budget estimate of 1929-30 

compared witli that of 1930-31, when he will find that we are asking 
for Ils. 8,000 less in total voted and non-voted than was granted by this 
Council Iftsi year. I do not think that this Council expects Government 
to manage the fillway police for a smaller sum in 1930-31 than what 
they expected to spe-ol o\, it in 1929-30, and I submit that the actuals of 
1928-29 are not a safe gxiide, considering the alteration in the pay of the 
subordinate ranks of the police. 

Then he mentioned an increase in contract contingencies from 
Bs. 7,300 to Ks. 13,300, but he omitted to notice that “Other contingen- 
cies’’ have decreased from Rs. 1,34,250 to Bs. 1,22,500. I do not thinks 
Sir, that our demand is really excessive considering the work to be done. 

Now I come to the motion of Baja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Baba* 
dar of Naahipur. I have been partly loreeWlled by Mr. Travera, wbo 
has given his impression as a user of the railway that matlari bavb 
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eoilfiderably within recent times. 1 now hare great pleasure 
in crMiiitg the t’s and dotting ^he i’s of his impression by giving the 
CouxuhI actual figures for thefts on the different railways in Bengal, that 
is to sajr, the East Indian Railway and the two sections of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway. I must omit the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, because 
tiigt Is administered by the Bihar and Orissa police. ' On the East Indian 
the number of cases of thefts during the last four years have 
Ifil^as follows: In 1926 there were 684 thefts, in 1927 there were 324> 
is less than half; in 1928 the number was 229 and in 1929 it waa 
191, showing a large and progressive decrease. On the Saidpore sectiti* 
of the Eastern Bengal Railway the corresponding figures are: 184 in 
1926, 175 in 1927, 148 in 1928 and 144 in 1929. I regret to say that 
there has not been such a general improvement there, but there ia 


certainly no tendency to show that this tmrticular form of crime ia 
^ther very serious or largely on the increase. I now come to the 
SiUldah section of the Eastern Bengal Railway. In 1926 there were 386 
t^^|fts, in 1927 the number was 262, in 1928 it was 248 and in .1929 H 
WIM 242. There again the decrease is progressive, though not sa 
striking as it has been on the East Indian Railway. I have not got 
tbe figures for total crime on railways in 1929, but the figures of the five 
piyrious years are interesting. In 1924 there were 9,669 cases in all, in 
19^^7,101, in 1926—5,877, in 1927—4,672 and in 1928—4,107, which 
is considerably less than half the number in 1924. I submit. Sir, that 
it is impossible for the railway police, or any police, to prevent crime 
altogether, but I do maintain. Sir, that the progressive improvement 
which has been shown is an indication that the railway police are not 
as inefficient as they liave Wen represented to be by the movers of thia 


motion. 

The motions of Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashi 
pur and Dr, Amulya Ratan Ghose were then put and lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I propose to have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 265 to 272. Is there any objection to that? 

[No objection was taken.] 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

RM tATISH CHANDRA MUKHARdI DaMter aiM Militvf 
EYED MAdlD BAKCH: ^'That the demand of Rs. 80,000 under the 
head ‘26G.— Criminal Investigation Department— Temporary Officer*' 
be refused." 


Rii tATtCM CHANDRA MUKHARdI BiMiri "That ihw 
^tnand o4 Es. 80,000 under the head ‘280.— Criminal InvestigatioB 
Bepartmeat— Pay of Offioera— Temporary Officers* be reduced W 
Be. 18,000 (betag the provisioa for the pey of 8 temporary officers)/* 
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MaulYi SYED JALALUDOIN HAtMEMY: Sir, I beg to moTe ilutt 
the demand of Ra. 2,97,000 under the head ‘*26G.— Criminal InTeetiga* 
iion Bepartment — Temporary Force” be refused. 

Sir, I shall be as brief as possible because there is not much time left 
for the discussion of the Police budget. Sir, I can understand the 
C. I. B., because Lknow that they appear here, there and eTerywhere. 
They are to be met with in trains, college messes, hostels, and even in 
this Council Chamber. I know, Sir, the C. I. D., and I know also the 
sec^tions and sub-sections of the C. I. D. ; I know the S. B., B. B. and 
other alphabetical names. I do not wish to add to their names. I do 
not, however, know what this TenipoJrary Force consists of. Perhaps it 
consists of spies and fluent prorocntenrs. Possibly, it is this Temporary 
Force which is. now working against the interests of the country. It is 
this force which one day insulted the motherhood of Bengal—I am 
referring to the instance of Sindhubala. I know, Sir, that this Tem*^ 
poraiy Force insulted the manhood of Bengal once — I mean of young 
Bengal jn the Dullunda House. 

Sir, formerly, the C. I. B. was intended to deal with operations of the 
f^riminal Tribes Act or some sections of the Indian Penal Code, espe- 
-cially sections 109 and 110, or some such sections like that. Now Sir 
what do we find ? The C. I. B. are generally used for political purposes! 
And I would suggest that the name C. I. B. should be changed to 
P. I. B., i.e.. Political Investigation Bepartment. I do not say. Sir, 
tliat the I. B. or the C. I, B. is not necessary. We know that even after 
we get complete independence, we shall have to retain these departments. 

I will only add that this department should be kept under control. I 
would ask the Hon ble M«mber-in-charge to say how many motor-cars 
aie there at the disposal of this Temporary Force, and for what purposes 
tliose motor-cars are generally used. 

I do not know of any so-called terrorist conspiracy or terrorist move- 
ment in Bengal, but I may add that wherever we go— even if we go to 
our bed-rooms or bath-rooms— we are not free from the eyes of the 
C. I. D. 

Sir, if wf gp put of Bwipal. if we go to Assam, if we go to the Pun^ 
jab, we shall have the Bengal C. I. D. dogging our steps. I know that 
the people of Bengal know this dejiartiuent particularly well. I hope 
'members of this House will not vote any money for this department 
tecanse we know that it tortures people and induces many to become 
approvers. This department also starts false cases, and we sometimes 
find revolvers falling from heaven, as happened in the Bhowanipore case 
in which Bahn Subhas Chandra Bose and others were involved. A 
yevolver came ou^rom nowhere or perhaps it fell from heaven. 

Sir, we know— —we ^ve definite proof— that the C. I. D. people movfe 
about in the guise of students, lauryars, and sometimes in the guise dt 
lluminettt men, und they su gg e st 
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[At BiAge the time-limit under the head ‘*26,— Polioe** waa 
reached!;} 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Haehemy waa then put and a 
diyiaion taken with the following result : — 


AYCa 


flamii. MeiMvl taamtuMifi. 

All| Mtirtfi NmtHiii. 

SAkia, MAttIvi Sy«A MAjid. 
BAiMfJi, Mr. e. 

■AW A trlBt, aAbU dUMMifAlAl. 

Sam Mr. NArAndrA KumAr. 
CfiaiidliMri, BaSu Kithtri MAhAii. 
CkAiidliuri, Dr. dosHidrA ChAndrA. 
CliAiuilMirl, MauIvI Atfirmfuddlii. 
etiAwdlHiry, MAuhrl Abdul ObAiii. 
SbAM, Or. AirulyA SaUii. 

OuliAt SAbtt erAfullA KumAr. 
HMbtmy, MAUivi tyAd dalAluddin. 


MAltl, Mr. tt. 

MAAktrjAA, Mr. tyAmAprAMUl. 
ecddAr, SaMi HummiAA eretAd. 

SAi MAbAMi, MunindrA Otb. 

Smy. Sabu Kbattar MabAU. 

Kay Obaardhury, Sabu lAtlab CbAudrA. 
Kout, SAbtt Haaabl. 

Kay, SAbtt HarlbAiMA. 

Kay, SAbtt lAtyandrA Nutb. 

Kay, Mr. abanll SbaUiAraaafAr. 

Kay Obaudburi, SAbu Ham ObAndrA. 
tabAiiA, SAbtt SAtyA KinbAr. 

San OtiptA, Or. Naraab Obandra. 


NOEa. 


sal, Mr. tarat Chandra. 

Caiaatlt, Mr. A. 

CbAttMHiH, Kban Sabadur m'amIvI AUmui- 
aamAA. 

ChAudburt, Kban Sabadur Mauivt Hafttur 
Rabman. 

Cbaardbttry, Hajl Sadi Ahmad. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Caban, Mr. 0. d. 

Caapar, Mr. C. CL 
Oaln, Mr. G. K. 

Oaa, Kai Sabadur Kamlni Kumar. 

Oaab, Mr. A. d. 

Eataan, Mr. 0. A. 

Faraeul, tba Han’bla Kban Sabadur 
K. 0. M. 

Parraatar, Mr. d. Campbati. 

Oai^ll, Kal tablb tuall Kumar. 

Sbaab, Mr. M. C. 

Sbaab, Kai Sabadur tbaabanka Kumar. 
Obumavl, tba Han*bla Aibadj Sir 
Abdalka^im. 

Sardan, Mr. A. 0. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Oi MMar , Mr. 0. W. 

MaMbplkib, Naarab Kbwaja. 

Nasaia^ Khan Sabadur Mauivi Aiiiul. 
HadM^ llr. 8. P. 

Masam, Nawab Muabarruf, Kban Sabadur. 
Haaaalfii Mauivi Mubammad. 

Nui, Kban tablb Mauivi Baitad. 


Hua, Mr. A. K. Pail.ul. 

Huaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Inaab, Mr. d. 

Katam, Mauivi Abul. 

Kban, Kban tabib Mauivi Muaitam All. 
Rnan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 

Kban, Mr. Rasaur Kabnwn. 

Marr, tba Han'bla Mr. A. 

Mtttar, tba Han'bla tlr Pravaab Obundar^ 
Mabarly, tba Han’bla Mr. A. N. 

Mulliak, Mr. Mukunda Sabary 
Has, Ravarand S. A. 

Nailmuddln, tba Han'bla Mr. Kbaraja. 
Pinnall, Mr. L. 8. 

Rabman, Mr. A. P. 

Rabman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Kay, Sabu Nafandra Narayan. 

Ray, iba Han’bla Kumar tbib tbakbar- 

Ray Cbaudburi, Mr. K. C. 

Rata, Mr. 0. P. 

RUabfartb, Mr. P. V. 

tarkar. Sir dadunatb. 

tarkar, Rai tablb Rabatl Mahan. 

ttaplatmi, Mr. H. I. 

tubraarardy, Mr. H. t. 

ttaan, Lt<8al. H. S. 

ttavana, Mr. H. t. I. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. d. 

Wardavrartb, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 26 and the Noes 57, the motion was lost. 

5-15 p.m. 

» 

The motion that a tum of Rs. 1,96|2B,000 be granted for expenditnn 
under the head “26. — ^Police” wae then .put and i^reed to. 
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The time-limit havingf beeir reached the following motiona under 
the head ‘'2d. — Police” w^re not put; — 

Itai MTItH CHANDflA MUKHARJI iiluKlur: ^*That the 
demand of Eh. 1,12,000 under the head ‘26G. — Criminal Investigatioii ^ 
Department — Secret Service Money* be reduced by Rs. 12,000.’* 

Mtlllvi SHAMSUDOIN AHMED: That the demand of/ 
R». 10,69,0<X) under the head '26G. — Criminal Investigation Dep«l^\' 
menC be reduced by Eh. 4,51,000.*’ , ^ ^ 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 'That the demand df 
E«. 10,69,(K)0 under the head '26G. — Criminal Invehtigation Depart- 
ment’ be reduced by Rs. 20,000.” 

Or. Sir NILRATAN SIRCAR: "That the demand of Es. 10,69,000 
under the head ‘26G. — Criminal Investigation Department’ be reduced,^ 
by Ee. 1 <to discuss a question of policy).” 

Maulvi ASHRAFUDOIN CHAUDHURI and Mauivi HASSAN 
ALI: "That the demand of Es. l,9f),93,fK)0 under the head ‘26. — 
Police’ lie reduced by Es. 50,(K),000.” 

Maulvi SYEO dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: "That the demand of 
Es. 1,96,98,000 under the head ‘26. — Police’ W reduced by Ee. 1 (to 
draw attention to the fact that no steps have been taken to put a stop to 
the crimes committed in the Narail police-station, district Jessope).” 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: “That the demand of 
Es. 1,96,93,000 under the head ‘26. — Police’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
discuss the general jmlicy of the* Police Administration).” 

Maulvi MMIIAMMAD FAZLULLAH: "That the demand of 

Rs. l,96,9t‘J,0(K) under the head ‘26. — Police’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
express disapproval of the policy in recruiting non-Bengali to the rank of 
constables in the Bengal Police Service).” 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA RALt ^‘That the demand of Rs. 1,96,93,000 
under the head *26. — Police’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

,v 

Mr. MUKUNDA .SEHAIII MULLIOKi "That th« demuid of 
Bf. 1.96,93,000 uBd«r th« ‘26.— PoBm’ be radnced by B«. 1 

(graeral policy with reforence to bockwiwd cImms).’' 
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27.--PoritMdMi8li^ 

MEMtER ill oliargt of MARIME OEpARTMERT (tlio NotPUf 
Mr* A« Morr): On the recommendation of His Excellency the Gover- 
nor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 4,63,000 be granted for expenditure 
tinder the head ‘*27. — Ports and Pilotage.^* The details of this demand 
*are given on page 61 of the Green Book, and I do not think I need add 
anything at present, 

.The following motion was not moved: — 

r Mauivi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: ‘That the demaffd of Rs. 1,930 
under the head ‘27C. — Ports and Pilotage — Ports Establishment — 
AJUowancea, honoraria, etc.,^ be redtu^ed by Re. 1 (on the ground that no 
efforts are made to take in Indians).’* 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,63,(K)0 under the liead “27.— Ports and Pilotage” be 
l)e reduced by Rs. 1(U) (to urge upcui the Wal Government to jioint out 
to the Government of India the necessity of its intervening in the pre- 
sent rate war between coastal steamship companies running between the 
port of Chittagong and other pla(‘es). 

Sir, in moving this motion of mine my intention is not to raise a 
controversial matter or to rake up racial question in connection with the 
development of coastal shipping in India. For the purpose of this 
motion, it is not necessary to discuss the question of national coastal 
shipping and I am ( ontent to accept the position that in the best interests 
of the country, we must have Indian and European shipping for coastal 
services. I am only moving this motion to draw the attention of the 
Government of India through the Local Government to the unfair com- 
petition that is going on between European and Indian steamship com- 
panies, which in the long run is bound to injure the interests of the 
country. The members of the House are prolmbly aware that a steam- 
§bi|(> company named the Bengal Burma Steamship Company had been 
started by some of our countrymen to work between Chittagong and 
other coastal ports. Immediately after the start, there was a rate war 
between this Indian and another European steamship company. As a 
result, the Bengal Burma Steamship Company, the Indian concern, had 
to close the concern. It has recently been revived but has been running 
gt a oonsiderable loss. The British India Steam Navigation Company, 
which is an European concern and which runs steamers from Chittagong 
to Rangoon and other places, has again started an unfair rate war to kill 
this Indian concern. It may not be out of place if I give certain 
ffg^res in this connection. Formerly, the freight per ton of rice was 
Ba. 12, but immediately after the Indian company came in, the British 
Bidia Steam Navigation Company reduced it to Rs. 4-8. The rate f«r 
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one jar of eggrs which contain about 10,000 eggs used to be Bis. 10, but 
bas been reduced to lis. 2. The fare from Rangoon to Chittagong was 
Rs. 16, but is reduced to Rs. 8. The fare from Rangoon to Chittagong 
was Rs. 14 and is now reduced to Rs. 6. The fares between Rangoon and 
Cooonada and Coromandal have also been reduced from Be. 17-8 and 
Rs, 16-8 to Rs. 10. But the Indian steamship company is stiU main- 
taining and has to maintain the old rates. As a result of this unfair 
competition it has become practically impossible for the Indian steam- 
ship company to take its stand in the shipping development of this pre- 
sidency. When the Indian steamship company first came in, there was 
this rate war. But immediately the Indian company ceased to exist, the 
British Indian Steam Navigation Company enhanced their rates, with 
the result that what they lost was compensated in a short time. I am 
informed that even now whenever there is any Indian steamer avail- 
able, the British Indian Steam Navigation Company charge lower rates, 
but. when there is no such service, they charge very high rates. It is 
clear that the Indian steamship company will have to close down unless 
some intervention is made by the Government of India in the matter of 
this unfair rate. It is possible for the Government to intervene with 
its power of patronage and mail contracts. We have been told that 
Indian capital is shy : we are also told that we do not take any interest 
in the business of the country. But if this state of things goes on, it 
is impossible for any capitalists to come in. Unless some intervention 
is made in this matter, you will find that Indian shipping industries will 
all die. I will give you one example how an industry died at Rangpur. 
The cheroot-making industry was started by an Indian company at 
Rangpur, but immediately it was started, the Peninsular Tobacco Com- 
pany sent out their men and began to dump the market and to sell at 
cheaper rates until the Indian c'ompany had to close down, and up till 
now it has not been possible to revive the industry in spite of the fact 
that Rangpur sends raw tobacco to Madras and other places worth many 
lakhs of rupees. Those who are interested in the ordered development 
of the country will agree with me that this is a matter in which interven- 
tion of Govam^ent is absolutely essential. After all, it is as a result 
of such unfair cothpetition that India has learnt to raise the cry of pro- 
tection against non-Indian goods, and the national coastal shipping cry 
would not have been raised, if Indian concerns had fair treatment. I 
want European companies to exist not to enter into unfair rate against 
pioneer Indian concerns, but to compete on equal terms. There are peo- 
ple who question the wisdom of having European shipping companiea 
against Indian steamship companies, but what I want is that there should 
be a fair eompeiition and not an unfair competition in rates. I hnoir 
it is not within the j^isdictaon of the Bengal Government to take any ac- 
tion in the matter, but I also know that it is possible for the Government 
of Bengal to refer the matter to the Government of India. 
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coursa|>VoiLld have been gainer in the long run if the reduced fare would 
have bMi a permanent factor. Sir, but the rates are only there till the 
Indian concerns do not go into bankruptcy. Immediately after that the 
rates are enhanced. In the circumstances, 1 hope it will be possible for 
the Gtevemment of Bengal to refer the matter to the GoTernment 
India. 


Tllf Hnn’bla Mr. A. MARR; Sir, when I first saw this motion in 
print I thought the hon’ble member was going to tackle the qtiestion of 
the Coastal Trade Reservation. But he explained to me outside and he 
has explained more clearly in the House, that what he wishes to discuss* 
is the rate war in the Gulf of Bengal. Sir, this matter is altogether 
outside the powers of the Local Government as the hon’hle member 
himself stated. We have no power whatst>ever in the matter. It is 
entirely in the hands of the Government of India. Therefore, I submit,- 
it would be rather hard to have a cut of Bs. 100 made in the budget while 
we have power to do nothing in the matter. What I would propose, 
however, is that if the hon’hle member withdraws his motion I -shall 
be glad to submit the discussions in this Council to the Government of 
India for their consideration. Beyond that I cannot go. 


Kllili Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: In view of the assurances 
given by the Hon’ble Member 1 beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion that a sum of Ks. 4,63,000 he granted for expenditurcr 
under the head “27.--Ports and Pilotage” was then put and agreed to. 


30r-Sciaiitiflc Dapartmants. 

Tha Hon^bla Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of His^ 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Es. 31,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head *%30.— Scientific Departments.” 

Sir, the details of this demand have been given on page 62 of the 
Green Book and I do not think I need add anything more. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


ai^Bdupatiaii (Raiarvad). 

MEMBER III aharga af EOUCATIOM OEPARTMERT 
CRiiERVEO) (tha MaiilMa Mr. A. Man}: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Bs. 12,79,^ 
be granted for expenditure under the head Edu^tiou^ 

(Bewrred).*’ * 
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Sirt thiif has been dealt with on pages 6*3 and 64 of the Green Bocd[. 

The following motions were not moved : — ' 

ikUffvi H ASIAN ALI: *^That the demand of Ks. 12,79,000 Under 
ihe head '31. — Education (Reserved)' be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000/^ 

Mf« MUKUNDA BEHARf MULLICKs “That the demand of 
!Rs. 12,79,000 under the head *31. — Education (Reserved)' be reduced by 
Re. 1 (general policy with reference to backward classes)." 

MaiilYi SYEO NAUSHER ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 12,79,000 
mnder the head ‘31.— Education (Reserved)’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
eall attention to the disproimrtionate expenditure on European and 
Anglb«Indian education and to repudiate the principle that Europeans 
iand Anglo-Indians are as of right entitled to a more expensive, if not, 
.a superior type of education at the cost of the tax-payers)." 

Mr. BARAT CHANDRA BAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 12,79,000 under the head “31. — Education (Reserved),” be 
reduced by Re. 1 (unfair distribution). 

Sir, in Bengal the number of European and Anglo-Indians is 
tapproximaiely 44,757 and our benign Government has estimated 
Rs. 12,79,000 for their education, while no special substantial provision 
•whatsoever has Wen made for 111 millions of depressed class men. Is 
4he financial condition of the Europeans and Anglo-Indians wor^e? 
Are they more backward in education than the depressed clashes or is 
the Government partly giving effect to the famous declaration of 1922 
made by His Majesty the King Emperor? The declaration was in,this 
.term ; "It is my wish that there may be spread over the land 
work of w'hools and colleges from which will go forth loyal, maAly 
and useful citixens able to hold their own in industries and agricul|ii|t» 
and all the vo(*ations in life. And it is my wish too, that the Koines 
of my Indian subjects may he brightened and their labour sweetened 
by the spread uiiilpnowledge, with all that follows in its train, a higher 
level of thought. It is through education that my wish will be fulfilled 
and the cause of education in India will ever be very close to my 
heart." To me it seems that the Government is giving effect to that 
famous declaration by taking the direct charge of the education of 
Europeans and AngWIndiaas. Bat, Sir, may I know what the 
Government is doing "to brighten the homes and to sweeten the 
labour" of Hie Majesty’s most loyal subjeeta— the depressed dasaes ^ 
Bengal. The Qirrernment has not entrusted the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of .Education ^itransf erred) with any fond for the education of 
4he de|neseed classes. Sir, the Government' always declare themedhree 
4o he the guardians and custodians of these unedneated miQuiiis awl 
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they proclaim in Parliament and in other countries that leaving aside 
other considerations the solemn task of saving the depressed classes 
£1*001 the hands of the advanced orthodox Hindus the British Raj can- 
not give the Indians full responsible Government at present. 

Sir, justice requiies that the depressed classes who are reputed for 
their devoted loyalty and sincerity of heart should lie protected and 
every facility be given to ameliorate their condition. Just as in the 
cases of the Kui-opeans and Anglo-Indian.s so also equally in the case of 
the depressed clas.^es the Government should make adequate provision 
for their education. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, the mover of this amendment has 
not given me very mvu'h substam‘e to reply to and I have to devote 
my attention mainly to his use of the word “unfair.*’ The complaint 
is that (yovernmeut has given much more money to Kuropean educa- 
tion than to the education of the depre.ssed clas.ses. Situated us we are 
in Bengal there is inevitably competition between all communities for 
Goveinmeiit grants. All branches of edu<*ation have to compete one 
against another, just as all departments of Government tlo, bec’ause our 
revenues are not sufKcient for our needs. But when this is granted, 
what we Imve to remember is that Government in the Kducation Depart- 
ment has t(' follow the system very largely of making grants in propor- 
tion to what the communities are doing for themselves. We cannot 
compare the circumstances of the Indian community or the depressed 
clasy community <»r the Kuropean community. We have to see how far 
a (‘oinmunity, av a community, is anxious to improve itself, makes 
sacrifices to imjuove itself, and is entitled to demand from Government 
a rea^onable contribution to the funds that it is raising itself. 
Kuropean Kducation. we must all admit, is expensive in comparison 
with much of the education in this country. But I would ask the 
House to remember that the Kuropean community itself contributes 
very greatly to the cost of its own education and if Government does 
make a grant of what appears, at first sight, to he on a fairly generous 
computation that is because the community itself does sf) very much 
Imth in the way of raising money and also by the contribution it 
manages to secure for its woik in the form of service from the teaching 
orders. Here I may say once again that were it not for the teaching 
orders there would not be much European education in Bengal because 
the country could not afford the (*08t. We have a system of European 
education, fairly well organised, taking on all the children of the com- 
munity because the tradition of Europeans and Anglo-Indians is that 
every Iwy and every girl must be educated; and this is possible only 
because of the tradition of the teaching orders that to teach the young 
is service to God. Thi.n i.s also the spirit which lies behind Indian 
education and it is particularly seen in the cafie of village pundits who 
xeg^ard it as their duty to accept poverty and humility in the cause 

28 
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of Sanskrit learning. I trust, therefore, that the hon’ble mover will 
not press this matter since there is no grievance as between community 
and community, even though in the figures one community looms 
larger than the other. We must consider as well as their needs the 
contribution that they themselves make towards the satisfaction of 
those needs. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. J. Dash): Sir, the motion which has been moved, I take it,, 
refers solely to the unfair distribution of money — the distribution of 
money is unfair in that the depressed classes do not get as mucli money 
as they should. But 1 should point out that no portion of this grant 
can possibly be diverted to the education of depressed classes. Perhaps 
that is fully understood by the mover and he has wished to raise a 
general discussion as to the inadequacy of funds which rea^’h the 
depressed tdasses for their edm^ation. In that case I should like to 
express briefly the de])artmental view in this matter. We find that 
European and Anglo-rndiaii edu(*ution has been separated and i*' a 
Reserved Depaitment. The Education Department are not prepared 
to re<luce the amount of money spent on any particular bramdi of 
education, as they are of opinion generally that money is not sufficient 
for the puipose of supplying education in alnjost all its branches, and 
they are fortified in this determination by the figures that are available 
about the proj)ortion f>f contributions whi(di is made by the European 
and Anglo Indian community for the purpose of educating thei!* 
children. These figuies are as follows: The proportion of donations 
and subscriptio’is ami endowments to the total expenditure on educa- 
tion is in the case (d European and Anglo-Indian schools as much as 

per <'ent. and is mu<‘h higher than the proportion in the Indian 
8ch(K)l8 on the trunsferre<i side, the figure being 16 per cent. And as 
Mr. Word8Wf>rth has mentioned in his speech there are very large 
contributions by services in regard to teaching which should be credited 
to the Anglo-Indian and European community. These are the reasons 
w'hy I maintain that the department should not in any way make a 
reduction in the amount of money sj>ent under this head. 

5-45 p.m. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: It was not my purpose 
to speak on thivS motion because I thought it advisable in this Council 
to avoid as much as possible controversies between community and 
community, but at the same time I cannot allow the statement made 
by Mr. Wordsworth as to the principle on which Government funds 
ought to be distributed amongst the communities, to go unchallenged. 
Mr. Wordsworth's claim is that because the European community has 
done very much for the education of their boys, therefore, the European 
community should come in for a lion's share of Government revenues. 
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I submit that this is an altogether erroneous principle to proceed upon. 
Government revenues should be distributed with exclusive regard to 
the needs of each community and it is the poorest community, which 
cannot spend as much as they ought to for the education of their 
children, that ought to expect that the charity of Government should l)e 
concentrated on it. 

This motion was moved on behalf of the depressed community 
consisting entirely of absolutely poor people, much poorer than a 
European or Anglo-Indian can ever be, and it is a grievance raised by 
representatives of that community that the Europeans are receiving 
much more for the education of their boys than the depressed com- 
munity that is resisted by Mr. Wordsworth. I could have understood 
this plea if the European community came forward as a depressed and 
backward community entitled to the charity of Government. I 
venture to say that that is not the plea that the European community 
has put forward. Piles of fortune are made by Europeans in this 
country, l^et them give a fair share of it for the education of their 
boys so that the Bengal exche(iuer will be relieved of the buiden of 
educating the boys of Europeans and Anglo-Indians at an expense 
which works ou^ at a great deal more per head thaii what is spent on 
any Indian boy. 

Mr, W. Cl WORDSWORTH; May I rise on a |H)int of personal 
explanation I do not think I have said a word suggesting that the 
European community ought to receive the lion’s share of the Govern- 
ment revenues nor did I suggest that the European community does 
re(‘eive the lion s share. I think the hon’ble member will do well to 
study the figures for Education, reserved and transferred, and realise 
that all the reserved budget is not for Euix)pean and Anglo-Indian 
education. He will probably then change his opinion that European 
education is given a great advantage. 

The Hon’ble Mr A. MARR: Mr. Wordsw’orth has exj)lained the 
point whi<‘h was raised against him and 1 leave him to defend hiiiHelf 
as he i> (juite able to do that. 

Mr. Dash has answered the criticisms made by the irH)ver of the 
motion and I need only emphasize to this House the facd that Govern- 
ment, in considering this division of funds for education, d(» consider 
very carefully the claims of all the different communities and in d<»ing 
so they have to piweed according to the circ*u instances of each com- 
munity. I have nothing further to say. 

The motion of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal was put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 12,79,00ft be granted for expenditure 
under the hfead “31. — Education (Reserved)” was then put and agreed 
to. 
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ai^Eiiucation (Trantfarrtd). 

MINISTER in chargt of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
(TRANSFERRED) (the Hon’ble Mr, Khwaja Nazimiidilin): On the 

reroinnieiKlation of His Excellency the Governor, I move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,24, 00 ,()()() he granted for expenditure under the head “31. — 
Education ('Transferred)."' 

The f^rant of Rs. 1,24,00,000 is from the point of view of the Depart- 
ment of Education inade(juate for the expansion and development of 
education in Benj^al. It will be interesting? to quote certain fijrures 
which will show' the difficulties of administration. The population of 
Ben>?al according to the census of 1921 is 46,695,000 and the income in 
1927 was 10 crores and odd. The population in Madras is 42,319,000 and 
the income wan Rs. 16,24,00,000. The population of Bombay is 
19,358,000 and the income w'as 16 crores. The population of the 
United Provinces is 4-5,376,000 and the income was Rs. 12,58,(K),(MM). 
The above W'ill show that the population in Ben^ral is the lurjrest and 
the income is the low'est. The Council is by now' tired of beinj? 
repeatedly reminded of the hopeless hnancial position and the injustice 
of the Medon Award but I rej?ret that I cannot hut inflict it once more 
on the Council because owinj? to financial stringency no development 
or expansion is possible and we are what may be called simply marking 
time. 

1 would like to ex])lain the pro<*edure under which budget estimates 
are prepared under the Devolution Rule‘^. Grdinary charges are 
included in the budjret estimates submitted by the dejmrtments throuj?h 
the Acctuintant-General, while proposals for new schemes and new 
expenditure have to be examined in detail for purposes of administra- 
tive approval first. Only those new schemes which have l>een adminis- 
tratively approve<l ]>eft>re the 15th of September can he considered for 
inclusion in the next year’s budget. It will therefore appear that the 
main frame work of this budget was prepared so long ago as in 
September lad year, and all that I could do on assuming office on the 
I8th of l)eceml)er last was to select, within the limit of funds available, 
those of the approved schemes, w’hich appeared to me to l>e most 
im|K)rtant and urgent. It was not jMissible for me to initiate any new 
w'heme for inclusion in this budget. I had to take the swdiemes as they 
stood, and the details of these schemes had been worked out long before 
I assumed offic e, but I claim that in the matter of selection, the greatest 
possible care has l)een exercised. 

The Hon'ble Fintince Member has, in his Budget speech, explained 
fully the reasons why very little money will he available next year for 
recurring expenditure, and I need not go into that matter again. For 
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the very small amount available for lei'urriug expenditure, two srhemes 
were selected not only bet'ause they weie urgent, but also berause 
they were among the cheupest of the approved schemes. The first of 
these is a scheme for the reorganisation of the Calcutta Sanskrit Asvso- 
ciation on the lines of the re(‘ommendations of the Sanskrit College 
Committee, and for the grant of travelling allowance to the members 
of the Central Organisation. The recurring expenditure involved 
is Ks a year. The question of reorganising the Calcutta Sanskrit 

Association is pending from 192d. and the reform and progress of tol 
education depends on the reconstitution of the Association, which is the 
Advisei* of (jovernment in the matter, and the necessary reorganisation 
cannot be further tlelayed. 

The second scheme is for the payment of a capitation grant of 
Its. 840 a year to the Widows' Home, Dacca. This Home provides 
education to Hindu widows, and it is expected that these widows, who 
are likely to devote the wh(de of their life to the cause of education will 
be available, aftei training, to ^erve as teachers of girls’ sc hools in 
rural aieas. The i)rogress of primary education among girls in rural 
areas is being hampered lor want of suitable teachers who are willing 
at a small pay to live in villages and to work as teachers in girls' 
schools, and this small grant will, it is (‘xjiected, go some way towards 
solving this problem. 

Three other schemes have also l>een included in the list of rwmrriug 
schemes in this budget. They are — 

c/) the scheme for medical examination ol students in government 
high schocd-i and .senior madrasahs, and the levy of a fee of 
Re. 1*8 from each student for the pur]M)se ; 

{'J) affiliation of the Rajshahi College in Botany to the I.8c. 
Standard and the raising of the fees of students of this 
College to bring it into line with other inufassal college-s; 
and 

the printing of (jne*«tion papers for examinations in the high 
English schmils, and the payment of the necessary eosts by 
the students. 


These three schemes are more or less of a self-supporting nature, and 
therefore it was possible to include them in the budget. 

Somewhat greater latitude has lieen possible as regards schemes 
involving pon-re<’urring expenditure. Details of such wfhemes which 
have been included in this budget have been given in the Fiana^dal 
Statement. I now refer only to some of them. 
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Special attention hafi been given to the cause of education of girls, 
and the following new schemes have been included in the budget: — 

(1) A building grant of Rs. 16,462 to the Jalpaiguri Girls* High 
School for the construction of a building and a hostel for the accom- 
modation of the Muhammadan boarders of this school. 

(2) A grant of Rs. 30,000 to the Victoria Institution for Girls, 
Calcutta. 

(3) A grant of Rs. 16,990 to the Eden High School for Girls, Dacca, 
for the establishment of a motor bus service. 

(4) Grants for the purchase of a bus to — 

(fi) the Gokhale Memorial Girls’ School, Calcutta ; 

(h) the Boalia Mission Girls’ School, Rajshahi; 
tV) the Barisal Sadar Girls’ High English School. 

(J) A building grant of Rs. 13,212 to the Chotla Girls’ School, 
Calcutta. 

(<?) A building grant of Rs. 15,500 to the Widows’ Home, Dacca. 

The cause of physical education among students has not l)een 
neglected and a grant of Rs. 44,000 has been provided in the budget for 
the introduction of compulsoiy physical culture for boys in schools. 
There can be no hope for the future of this province unless the younger 
generation cun be made physically fit. For the same reason, an addi- 
tional grant of Rs. 750 has been provided for 1930-31 for the encourage- 
ment of the Boy Scout movement. I regret that it has not been found 
possible to include this amount as a recurring charge in the budget. 

It is also proposed to make a grant of Rs. 16,000 to tlie Bangiya 
Sahitya Parishat towards the expenses of constructing a museum. The 
very valuable work that this institution is doing is well-known to the 
members, and I need not dilate on this point. It is also proposed to 
make a grant of Rs. 13,476 to the City College, Calcutta. The circum- 
stances that have necessitated this grant, and the difficulties that this 
College had to face in maintaining discipline must be fresh to the minds 
of the members. The Bander High English School, Dacca, had its 
buildings and appliances burnt down in 1927. The authorities of this 
school have already raised Rs. 11,430 for the construction of a pucca 
building, and it is proposed to give them a grant of an equivalent 
amount so that tlie proposed building may be constructed without further 
delay. 

The cause of Moslem education has not been lost sight of, and under 
heads *‘41. — Civil Works** and “47. — Miscellaneous,*’ I have provided 
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for several important schemes that are calculated to promote the welfare 
of the Muhammadans. Among these schemes, I may mention here — 

(1) a building grant of Ra. 25.0(K) to the Calcutta Muhammadan 

Orphanage ; 

(2) a building grant of Ra. 9,8^37 to the Sir Salimulla Muhammadan 

Orphanage for the construction of an additional dormitory 
and the extension of the workshop; 

0 ) a latrine block for the Elliot Madrasah Hostel, Calcutta, at a 
coat of Rs. 18,216. This project is very important as the 
construction of the proposed Prayer Hall is being held up 
on this a< count. 

(4) The constnu'tion of a l)uilding for tlie Rajshahi Madrasah, at 
a cost of Rs. 18,840, of which it is proposed to s[»end 
Rs. lo,()00 only next year. This has become ne<‘essary as 
its status has been raised to that of a Senior Madrasah. 

T liave dealt with the main points of the demand tliat 1 have made 
to-day. 1 realise fully that more money is needed if education in this 
province is to make any real progress. Rut I claim that with the money 
available it is impossible to do more. 

6 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is there any objection if 1 have one discussion 
on motions Nos. 290 to 310!'' I do not know if the HonT)le Minister 
would like to make one 8[)eecli on all these motions after they have 
been moved and discussed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN; It would be better 
if you took up to motion No. 309. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What about motion No. •310!'' That t(K> relates 
to the head 31 A. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I have no objection 
to this course. But I should prefer that motions Nos. 290, 291, 296, 
and 297 were taken together. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you put forward that as an alternative pro- 
posal? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I accept your sugges- 
tion. 
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The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
ils. 4,43,734 under the head ‘31 A. — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
gity — Grants to Calcutta University’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise 
a discussion on the question of University Administration).” 

Mft 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: May I have your permis- 
sion, Sir, to move motion No, 291, which stands in the name of 
Dr. Sir Nilratan Sircar? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I quite remember the request that Sir Nilratan 
made to me in this connection. I have no objection to your moving 
it as your own motion. If you do this, I sliall allow you to move it on 
short notice. 

Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,43,734 under the head “3 1 A. — Education (Transferred) 
— University — Calcutta University” be reduced by Re. 1. 

There are three important points to which I desire to draw the atten- 
tion of the House in connection with the (juestion of financial assistance 
to Calcutta University. 

In the first place, I desire to touch ])riefly on the liistory of the 
recurring grant of a maximum of three lakhs of rupees made to the 
University now' five years ago. The Calcutta University lias passed 
through many periods of a<ute controversy arising particularly out of 
its claim for financial assistance from the public funds. I have no 
desire on tliis occasion to recall the struggles which the University had 
to face in convincing successive representatives of (jovernment on the 
necessity of adopting a more friendly and sympathetic attitude towards 
the oldest University in India. The transformation of Calcutta 
University from a purely examining body to an active (‘entre of 
advanced learning and research has now come to be regarded as one of 
its noteworthy features. The activities of its distinguished teachers 
in promoting research in various branches of human knowledge have 
challenged the admiration of unbaised scholars both in India and 
abroad. The greatest contribution of the University has been to prove 
beyond the shadow of doubt that Indians, given the opportunities, are 
fully capable of successfully carrying on original investigations and 
even extending the bounds of knowledge. Rut, Sir, the University 
cannot carry on its activities with efficiency unless it receives an adequate 
grant from Governm««it. The situation was. surveyed by a committee 
appointed by the University in 1924 which dismissed in detail the needs 
of the Post-graduate department and made recommendations which 
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were duly considered by the Senate and ultimately forwarded to Gov- 
ernment. In 1925 Government wan persuaded to make a rec'urring 
g’raut of a maximum of three lakhs for a period of five years. In the 
letter which Government wrote to the University conveying sanction of 
this grant, it was definitely pointed out that at the end of the period 
of five years, the matter would come under revision and with the experi- 
ence of five years, it should be possible to arrive at a more accurate and 
definite figure of the recurring grant which the University should 
receive from Government. Furtijer. Sir, Government emphatically 
stated that during this period no demands would be entertained for 
additional grants for the ordinary administration of tlie University. 

The period of five years for wliich the grant was made is going to 
expire at the end of the present financial year. And it is a matter of 
satisfaction that the University, whether by means of raising additional 
revenue or curtailing expenditure wherever possible even at the cost 
of etficiencv, has not closed the fifth year with any deficit. 

Now, Sir, I ('ome to the second point. The University appointed 
more than a year ag<t a large representative committee to make a com- 
preliensive survey of the various activities of tlie University and recom- 
mended measures which would place the Teaching Department on a 
permanent and satisfactory basis. The ccunmittec* held HO sittings and 
its recommendations are just now being scrutinised by the Senate. The 
re])ort will be forwarded to (fovenimeiit in the near future and will 
form the basis for discussion between Government and the University 
in determining the amount of its future grant. 

In this connection, Sir, may I make a suggestion to (iovernmentK 
Without entering into a discussion of the general value of c onferences — 
round-table, H([uare-table or otherwise — 1 may state from our ])ust 
experience in the T’niversity that c*(»nfereiice is often more heljiful than 
lengthy and irritating correspondem*e in settling (juestions of acute 
contrcjversy. That was the procedure adopted during the last settle- 
ment and the confereiic’e which was presided over by Lord Lytton was 
of considerable assistance in clearing up doubtful points and removing 
mutual distrust and suspicion. I hope. Sir, it will be possible for 
Government to adopt the same prcx*edure this time also. 

I also want Government to recogaiae the absolute necessity of placing 
sufficient funds at the disposal of the University to enable it to carry 
on its ac tivities and meeting its liabilities during the coming financial 
year. This, I recognise, must obviously be without prejudic'c 
to whatever permanent grant may be determined upon 
in pursuance of the report of the Organisation Uommitfee which is now 
being discussed by the Senate. As I said just now, our settlement with 
Government expires at the end of the financial year of 19*K). All our 
appointments however have been sanctioned by Government till 3lst 
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December, 19‘iU. It is not the intention, I hope, of any responsible 
officer of (jfoverniiieut that the University should close its doors on Ist 
January, 19-11. The appointments must be extended till the end of the 
session. I want an assurance from Government that necessary funds 
will be firovided for in the Supplementary Budget in July next, thus 
enabling the University to carry on its existence till the end of the 
financial year. 

I come now, Sir, to the third point. And that is about a statutory 
grant to f’alcutia University. Here, Sir, all that I am asking Govern- 
ment is to treat Dacca and Calcutta alike in this respect. In 1925 the 
Dacca University Act was amended by this Council and a permanent 
statutory grant of Rs. 5 laklis and a half was made to Dacca University. 
I am in full agreement with the principles that promoted the framing 
of such a measure. ()n that occrasion Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, speaking not 
in his personal capacity but as Member in charge of Education, made 
the definite announcement that not only w'b\ild Government make the 
necessary grant to ('alcutta University, but would also make a statutory 
provision as in the case of Dacca. He referred to this question several 
times and once he observed thus: — 

“We do not want either of the Universities to suffer. 
This is one of the reasons why I have introduced 
the Bill. I have informed the House in answer to a (juestion asked this 
very day that we shall be prepared to introduce a similar Bill for 
(^alcutta University and I submit that after this assurance it is not 
open to any member to have any misgiving on this point.” 

That was the declaration of 14th August, 1925. No step has been 
taken during the last five years to give effect to this pronouncement. 
Sir Ab<l-ur-Rahim is gone, but, Sir, the Government of Bengal, I 
presume, lias not disappeared yet, or, perhaps it is going to be classed 
along with many other broken pledges and forgotten promises of the 
Government. 

I still hope, Sir, the Minister will assure the House that this 
question is going to be seriously faced and definitely settled when the 
next financial arrangement with the University will be completed. 
That is a step whitdi is long overdue, a step which fairness and justice 
demand should be taken without any further delay. 

The foll(»wing motions were called but not moved : — 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 3,50,000 under the head *31A. — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity — Construction of Moslem Hall at Dacca’ be refused.” 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 40,000 under the head ‘t31A. — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity furniture for the Moslem Hall at Dacca’ be reduced by Re. 35,000.” 
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Bgb« ^ITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I beg to move the 
motion that stands in my name, vi*., that the demand of Rs, 4,30,000 
under the head “31A. — Education (Transferred) — University — Grants 
tc Universities — Dacca University" be reduced by Rs. 3,90,000. 

Sir, my motion of cut has reference to the provision of Rs. 3,50,000 
for the Moslem Hall at Dacca and of Rs. 40,000 for furniture for that 
Hall. I shall say very little in support of my motion. I refer only 
with regret to the attitude which my Muhammadan friends generally 
take up on questions of this character. They always make it a matter 
of confidence so to say. They seem to think whenever funds are 
asked for in the name of anything Mo'<lem, that there must l>e some- 
thing sacrosanct about the demand. 1 do not in any way wish to go 
agaiu.st the interests of Moslem education or to go against the interests 
of the Dacca T'niversity, but what 1 want is that good money .nhould 
not be wasted simply on brick and mortar. Spend the money u|K)n 
the actual needs of education, upon providing an efficient staff, upon 
providing excellent professors, upon providing for the needs of labora- 
tories, and certainly we shall l>e always willing to vote the imuiey. Rut 
Rv 3,50,000 all for stwial entertainment and Rs. 40,0(M) for furniture 
seem to l)e too much. Sir, these are all that I wish tt> say ui>on the 
question. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May 1 know. Sir, whoDier 
and, if so, when any member other than those w’hose motions are now 
under considenition can speak on any of these motions ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes; any time he likes, preferably immediately 
after the motion cm which he intetids to speak is moved; of course, he 
must be able to catch my eyes. (Laughter.) 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May 1 speak a few words 
on the motion just moved? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I am sorry that my 
friend Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee, in supporting his motion, has 
raised a note which affects a certain section of this House. If my friend 
had been to Dacca himself and seen the Moslem Hall building, I am sure 
he would have been satisfied that it was not merely for the purpose of 
getting a structure of brick and mortar that the idea of the Dacca 
Moslem Hall was first started. Sir, 1 do not wish to go into past history 
with a view to showing how Moslem education has fared in the past. 
I only want to draw attention to the fact — and I charge Government 
aiao as a party to it—ihat whenever the question of providing education 
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corned up, the needs of Muhammadans are not fully attended to. If 
inv friend wants an example of it, I shall cite the instance of the 
Krishnag^ar (Vdlejfe which is in my district. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: My motion is in connection 
with a specific demand : It has nothiiif^ to do with the Krishna^ar 
Colle^re. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I am showing that when 
a Hindu hostel was Imilt at a cost of Rs. 90,000, no provision was made 
for a Moslem hostel there. I have been crying in this House for the 
last five years. 

Bahu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
We are dealing with a specific question, viz., the Dacca Moslem Hall: 
We have nothing to do with the construction of a Moslem hostel at 
Krishnagar. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think Mr. Bannerjee is riglO. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, am I not entitled to 
develop my argument in my own wayr' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If a member wants to speak on a particular 
motion, as you did, then he has got to confine lii^ remarks to that 
motion alone. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I liumbly accept >our 
ruling. 1 submit that it is open for me to show that in view of the 
past negligence of (lovernmeiit this Moslem Hall is lUMcssary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, you can inci dentally refer to a Moslem Hall 
at Krishnagar while speaking about a M(»slem Hall in the towii of 
Dacca. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. 1 do not know 
whether my friend requires training as a lawyer for discriminating 
between what is relevant and what is not. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I have the training of a 
lawyer but not of a Public Pro8e<‘utor. 

6-15 p.m. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I am showing by an 
aaample how Moslem interests are neglected. Gentlemen who are aware 
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of tho history of the Dacca UniverHity from its very inception know full 
well how the original purposes, at least one of the original purposes of 
the Dacca University were lost sight of, and to-day if you go to Dacca 
you will find that the accommodation of the Moslem students is far from 
satisfactory. They are put together in a building which was not oon* 
structed for residential purposes, but for the purposes of office and 
other accommodation. Considerable difficulties are l>eing felt by the 
students about their fooding and bathing arrangements and other 
ordinary necessaries of life. Thee is also another idea as to why t‘ie 
Moslem Hall should aci'onimodate the Moslem students in one particular 
place. The idea is not to .sepamle the students from the cunvnt tif 
Indian thought, but that this Mosl**m Hall will occupy a place whacin 
Moslem students will be able to develop their culture in their own way. 
It is unfortunate that it is forgotten in many places that the students, 
specially the Moslem students, hare also to learn Islamic history, culture 
and philosophy. I do not say that it is not done, but it is not fully 
done, in a manner that the Mo.slem students can develop their own line 
of culture and thought. The Hull is simply an absolute necessity, 
otherwise the spirit of disintegration which is already in the air will 
grow more so far as the Moslem students are concerned. We are Indians 
but we cannot forget that we are Moslems. We have always taken our 
part in the recent jiolitical history of this country that we may be 
e<iuul partners in the future development of this lountry. Somebody 
questioned me a.s to why Hindu and Moslem students should not live 
together. I would welcome that suggestion, but so long us the circum- 
stance> remain wliat they are, they re<|uire separate accommodation. 
With tliese words. I o{>|)ose the motion. 

[At b-dO p.m. the (’ouncil was uiljourned for player and It re- 
assembled at f)-40 p.m.] 

Rai 8HA8HANICA KUMAR CH08H Bahadur: Sir, I rise to 
oppo.se this motion. It seems to me that if all the facts are placed 
before this House it would be impossible for the members of this House 
to support this motion. It may be y^dthiii the recollection of this House 
that while discussing the budget for the year 1928-211 this House sanc- 
tioned a sum of Ks. 9 lakhs for the constrmtioii of the Moslem Hall. 
This House not only sanctioned ibe scheme at a co.st of its. 9 lakhs, 
but actually voted Us. 2 lakhs towards meeting the ctost of this building 
in 1928-29. In the following year this House voted a sum of Us. 'U 
lakhs tow'ards the construction of this building, that a sum of Us. 5J 
lakhs has already been sanctioned by this House, and the remaining 
Rs. .‘U lakhs is the demand made in the next year’s budget. This grant 
of Rg. 9 lakhs which was sanctioned in 1928-29 enabled the work to W 
undertaken* about two years ago. The work was placed in the hands 
of the contractors Messrs. Martin and Co. and the University has 
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received payment of Rs. 5i lakhg and the entire amount already paid to 
the contractor. The remaining sum will have to be paid in the course 
of the next year. The Univernity, through His Excellency the 
Chancellor, has already approached llis Excellency the Viceroy to open 
the Hall for the use of the Moslem students early in January next. 
This is how the situation stands. You have sanctioned the scheme at 
a cost of Rh. 9 lakhs, you have already paid Rs. 5^ lakhs and Rs. 
lakhs will liave to be paid to the contractor before tlie end of the year. 
If you refuse the grant now, the responsibility and liability will not 
be lessened. So far as this grant is concerned 1 may say that there are 
two other items, one is for the sewerage scheme and the other is the 
cost of furniture. 1 do not think the mover of the motion has anything 
to say about the sewerage scheme, because his motion is that the demand 
be reduc'ed by Rs. 11,90,000. I presume the mover wants to refuse also 
the entire grant for the Moslem Hall furniture. I do not think it is 
the idea of the mover that we should build the house without making 
any provision for furniture. It will be remembered that we have got 
h) furnish the Moslem Hall to accommodate about three hundred students 
and tfie mere cost of accommodating ‘100 stmlents in the building 
with a dining liall, a common room, a library, the provost’s room, and 
any number of other r(M>ms alrea<ly provided for in the estimate and 
already sanctioned cannot be expected to be small. Take for instance 
the cost of fitting up the residential rooms. You have got at the lowest 
estimate to provide for each .student a c hair, a table, a book rack, a 
bracket for clothes, and a bedstead ; estimates for these have been pre- 
pared by the ITniversity and ac‘<‘epted by Government. The (‘ost of pro- 
viding furniture for each student amounts to Rs. (12 and for *100 students, 
tliat alone will cost more than Rs. 18,000. Then there are the prayer 
hall, the dining hall, the as.sembly hall and other halls to fumi.sh. I 
therefore think that this House cannot support this motion for reduction. 
If you reduce this grant, the result will be that this hall will remain 
unfurnished. If you complete the hall, you shall have to furnish it. 
With these words, T oppose this motion. 


Mr. A. F. RAHMAN : I am sorry Mr. Rannerjee has moved this 
motion. I think he was .so brief becau.se he did not find much material 
in support of his motion. The practical side of the question has been 
very ably representod l>efore this House by the Treasurer of the 
ITniversity. All that I wish to put forward ivS this that the Dacca 
University is the fulfilment of an ivlea. The Halls are the units round 
which the intellectual and moral Rfe of the ITniversity develops, and 
they are necessaty for the development of a healthy and corporate life 
amongst the students. The spiritu il side of the question has been placed 
before the House by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Afisul Haque. I may 
mention here that when the Dac^^a University was inaugurated, the 
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HuBsaliiian Btudenis were housed in the upper storey of the Eastern 
Ben^ and Assam Secretariat bulidingr. and for sometime they lived 
in great discomfort. It was to remove these inconveniences and to 
redeem the pledge given to the Moslems that ultimately the construc- 
tion of the Moslem Hall was taken in hand. The building has proceeded 
a great deal and the roof only is wanteil. If this money be not voted 
by the Council, the amount that has already been spent would be wasted 
in brick and mortar. 

Maulvi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: On a point of information, Sir. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to inform us as to whether the 
building is required as students' residence or for the purpose of teach- 
ing? 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Sir, Wfore you call up<»n tlie Hoirble 
Minister to speak, I hope, Sir, you will permit me to say a few words 
on this motion regarding the Moslem Hall at Dacca. I find my friend 
Mr. Shamsuddin A limed has been deluded by the remarks made by 
Mr. J. L. Banner jee, when he in his own way and in artistic words 
called the Moslem Hall a Hall of amusement. It is nothing of the 
kind. It is a ho.stel for Muhammadan students for whi(‘h a modest 
demand has been made. This is in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the Dacca l^niversity rommission, and to which (Government 
is pledged by a statement made by no less a person than His Excel- 
lency the Vii erov , Ijord Hardinge, in the <*ourse of his visit to Dac(*a. 
This is a matter, >*0 far as I can see. which should not have been mixed 
up with the debate on the grant to the I'niversity. Both my friends, 
Mr. J. L Bannerjee and Khan Bahaclur Maulvi Azizul Haque, both 
acute lawyers, one a public {irosecutor. and the other the vi(‘tim of a 
public! prosecutor, have .strayed very much from the path of relevancy. 
I can see no point in the attacks made on the Government for having 
made this provision, and on the authorities of the Dacca University, 
for asking Government to make this provision for the Moslem students. 
It is a proposal from which there ran be no going back and to whi(!h 
Government is already committed. Not only should the motion be 
opposed, but I think the grant is inadequate for the needs of the Moslem 
students. I hope. Sir, after this there would be an end of this discus- 
sion. 

6-45 p.m. 

Mr. H. 8. 8tlHRAWAR0Y: While I oppose the motion, and wel- 
come the provision for a Muslim Hull at Dacca, I should like to point 
out to Government not to forget the claims of the Muslims who come 
to Calcutta ^rom the furthermost limits of Eastern Bengal for purposes 
of study. With considerable foresight I confine myself to appealing 
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in the name of East Bengal students for an appeal to Govcarnment in 
the name of West Bengal students would neither be successful nor 
politic. I regret very much that Babu Jitendralal Banner jee should 
have sounded an adverse note. He can get away with it and still be 
considered the champion of joint interests. If he speaks against the 
Muslim Hall he can still speak in terms of wasteful expenditure. If we 
defend the Muslim Hall we run the risk of being considered com- 
muiiulists. I can assure you, Sir, that it is this fear that haunts us 
always when pressing the legitimate claims of Muhammadans — a fear 
that while pleading for bare ju8ti<*e for the Muhammadans we are liable 
to l>e labelled anti-nationalists. But let that ])a8s. We are now no 
more afraid of being tuunted, insulted and maligned and are prepared 
to take r)ur courage in both hands. The only point that one may 
stress wlien discussing the provision of a Muslim Hall at Dacca is tliat 
we are in very great need of one in (’alcutta. The Muhammadan 
students in C'alcutt.a live mostly in hovels, in miserable dens or tenement 
houses and look w'ith envious eyes at the Hardinge Hostel and otlier 
palatial liouses in w’hich Iliiuiu sUidents find leisure to study under 
electric lights and funs. Really suitable accommodation l(»r Muham- 
madan students is very limited. I will call the attention ot (lovern- 
meni to this great need and I hope that (iovernment will attem]»t to do 
its level best to rectify this as early as ])ossible. 


Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I am sorry that this dis- 
cussion that lias been raised under a misapprehension sliould have been 
raised at all liaving regards to all the facts Under the l)a»‘(‘a University 
scheme the students have to reside in Halls. Tliese Halls are not 
amusement halls but residential liouses with tutorial classes attached 
as well as accommodation for social functions of the Hall. That is 
an essential part of the scheme of the Dacca University, and the Dacca 
TTiiiversity Av\ provides that there shall be three Halls — the Dacca 
Hall, the Jagannath Hall and the Muslim Hall. From the start the 
Dacca Hall was provided for by utilising the old Dacca Uollege hostel. 
A new hall wa« built, which was culled the Jagannath Hall. For the 
Muslim Hall no building was provided but what was understood to be 
a temporary accommodation for Muhammadan students w’as provided 
on the first floor of the Secretariat. At that time the number of Muslim 
students in the Dacca University w'as small and the accommodation 
provided, although not of the best, was at any rate adetjuate. And it 
was in tliid building that my friend Mr. FarJur Rahman, who happened 
to W the Provost of the Hall, biult up the social life of the Hall on 
lines which must be appreciated by every well-wisher of education in 
Bengal. Now, Sir, in course of time a large number of Muhammadan 
students flocked to the Dacca University, and the accommodation which 
could be pi*ovided on the top floor of the Secretariat building wjw found 
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ia^uate aaa they »iim to be aceoiBiaedated in tlie daae rooms 
l^n provided in the top floor of the Secretariat for the 
The ground floor of that building accommodated the office 
I rooms of the University. One of two things had to be done 
— the" Uhiversity had to be provided with new lecture rooms and class 
rooms or the Muslim Hall had to be provided with new rooms. The 
Secretariat building was found to be inadequate for the purpose and 
for a large number of Muhammadan students accommodation had to 
be provided in small houses where they were cut off from the social life 
of the Hall to a large extent. However, thaf was understood to be a 
temporary arrangement. The Dacca University decided, a few years 
ago, to build a separate Muslim ilall for the accommodation of the 
students and for the performance of social functions. It is an integral 
part of the scheme of the University. So long as the Dacca University 
Act has got the provision for a Muslim Hall you cannot possibly do any- 
thing but provide an adequate Hall on the same lines as the Dacca 
HalLand the Jagaunath Hall. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,30,000 under the head “31A. — Education (Transfer- 
red) — University (non-recurring grants to the Dacca University)’* be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to ask whether the Government proposes to hand 
"Otver the balance of the money received from the Imperial Government 
^to the authorities of the Dacca University to constitute a fund for its 
future development). 

Sir, tlie purpose for wiiicli I move this motion is to as<?ertain exactly 
the position in which the Dacca University stands at present with 
respect to certain grants made by the Imperial Government. When 
the Dacca University was started the Imperial Government proposed 
to give the University a start by a grant of some Rs. 6() or 65 lakhs 
which sum was handed over to the Government of Bengal. That sum was 
put in the general balance and we do not exactly know whether the Dacca 
University has yet received the grant by this time. I think it is the 
duty of the Government of Bengal to compensate the Dacca University 
for the loss which it has sustained by that grant not being invested in 
jsecurities which would have annually brought some Rs. 4 lakhs to-day. 
With a view to get at the exact position in this matter, I have moved 
this motion of mine. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

MUNtIvi SYID JALALUDDIN HAtHEMYl ''That the demand of 
Bs. 9,06,000 under the head A. —Education (Transferred) — Grants 
Jto Universities’ be reduced by Bs. 100 (to discuss the question of the 
%|UK^ial poeition of the University and the extent of grant to it)/’ 

29 
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defi^nd of JU. 11,11,200 under the heed 
f^^^^XJnivereity — Government Arte Collegeii Teaching' 
reduced by Un, 200 (for the failure to reorganiee the Sup 
tional Service*). j," ^ 

Sir, for the last three years I have been speaking on this matter in 
this House and I have not yet been able to know what really is the 
lion so far as the reorganisation of the Superior Educational Seryiees 
is concerned. I am not sure whether it is known in the Secretari# tbft 
a considerable amount ot discontent prevails among all the membeiH^^. 
the Provincial and other educational services to-day owing to the fact 
that Government has not yet reorganised the Superior Educational 
Service. As a result of the recommendations of the Lee Commission 
almost every service has been reorganised except the Educational 
Service which has been treated in a manner which, had it happened in 
any other country, would have scandalised any administration. T nlfve 
been reminding this House about this for the last few years. If you 
look at the Civil List you will find vacancies in the Superior services which 
have not been filled up. An ofhciatiiig arrangement is made and there- 
after a further officiating arrangement is made and nobody knows what 
the position of an officer is going to be as regards leave, pension and 
other matters. Sir, one of the reasons for discontent in this 
will be found in th^ service conditions. It has created a greht^^^ 
content amongst Government officers and it is really desirable 
Government should take every step to remove the cause of disconten|j» 
soon as possible. Am I to understand that the Government of 
is not able to reorganise the Educational Services within the last 
or eight years Am 1 to understand that the machinery at its 
is such that it cannot take any steps in the matter ^ The House hat n<ltj 
yet been given any opportunity to know as to why the Government has 
not been able to take any steps. Wljen the subject was discussed here 
last time we were told by Mr. Stajdeton or Mr. Dash — I forget who — 
that the matter was receiving consideration — ^the usual Government 
reply which means that the matter is rotting in the shelves of the Secre- 
tariat. I know, Sir, that this matter, of course, recpiires a reference to 
the Government of India and the Secretary of State. But if the admini- 
stration has got into such a pass that you cannot get the required sanc- 
tion from them within seven or eight years, surely the administration 
requires a drastic and heroic overhauling. 

With these words I commend ray motion No. 297 to the House. 


Now I c 3 ome to my second motion No. 298 which runs thus: “That 
tbe demand o#^, 10,000 under the head ‘31 A, — ^Education fTransfer- 
reii) — TTniversity— ^vernment Arts Collegee— Boarding Charges' be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (for failure of (^ivemment to provide Hostel aocoB|4 
modation for Mussalman students in all Government Arts €oUegiil)r|^^ 



order, SirP ^ 

rfodM' quite a aistiuct point vhich ie not quite tha 
No. 296 or 297. 

^ ifr.' PRiSIOENT: Mr. FaaUul Huq, either you were aleepin^ 
within l^e Chamber or you were busy in the lobby (laughter) when ( 
jiecidi^j to have one discussion on several motions relating to a particular 
h^d of the budget. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: You will of courite put them separately. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, I had already said so. 


Khan Baluuiur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, 1 was referring a 
lit^ before to the fact that in providing hostel accommodation in any 
particular college Government seems to disregard the needs of the 
Muhammadan students if that could be done at the first instance. It 
is only when the pressure becomes too much that they yield and afford 
some sort of accomiuodation to the Muhammadan students. In this 
matter, however, East Bengal and West Bengal are treated quite 
.^^i|||pfently. As I was saying the other day. West Bengal does not 
^ anywhere in politics to-day. It is so in educational matters also. 

3EA0 not know why when a grant is allotted by the Department it should 
consider the (laims of the West Bengal districts. Sir, the Presi- 
^Jaacy Division in West Bengal contains a majority of Muhammadan 
psypl^tion and ediuation tliere is very backward. Government knows 
^if^l^fectly well hut it will do nothing to help them and invariably allot 
all ibeir grants to Mymensingh, Chittagong and Dacca where the pres- 
sure of public opinion is great. I will cite an instance. Government 
have provided a hostel for Hindu students at Krishnagar College. It 
was of course a necessity. But may I ask while lls. 90, (MX) could be 
found for a Hindu hostel, not even Ks. 10,000 f;ould be allotted for 
hostel accommodation to the Muhammadan students there K At that 
time the iiumher of Muhammadan students was alnnit 15 or 16 and we 
approached His Excellency Ijord Ronaldshay who went to Krishnagar 
and assured us that the scheme would be taken into consideration. But 
you (*an find money for widows’ homes, for high schools and for a 
hundred other purposes and yet when the claims of West Bengal Muham* 
madans come up you cannot provide any money. I make a grievance 
of this. We are not fairly treated in the matter of allotment of grants. 

I will mention one other matter. It may be said that the number 
of students is very small. I think the number of Muhammadan students 
/ te the Krishnagar College was sometime before 15 or 16. It has come 
VAIwh to 10 now and if you proceed with your policy, this number will 
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also Tanwh in a year or two. There i« of conraa a mens for the 
madan student® but it is situated in the most malarious, part of the toipta 
and many of the students suffer from malaria. In spite of the fact 
that we have been trying our level best and promised that we will maki 
our contributions in the matter, nothing has been done yet. It is n<rt 
of course the fault of the Director of Public Instruction as I know. But 
I do not know what transpires in the higher sphere wherein all schemes 
are shelved. There are also other colleges where accommodation for 
Muhammadan students have not been made. With these words I move 
my motion. 


Adjourimiaiit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 26th 
March, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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The Council met iu the Council Chamber in the Town Hall| 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 26th March, 1930, at 3 p.m. 


Prosont 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Haja Manhntha Nath Ray Chaudhuhi, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four llon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 107 nominated and elected 
members. 


Election of members to the Committee on Public Accounts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: llon'ble Members are aware that a ballot took 
place yesterday for election of members to the vacancies on the Public 
Accounts Committee. The House will be interested to know the names 
of the members returned. They are as follows: — 

(1) Rai Hahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt; 

(2) Maulvi Syed Majid Haksh ; 

^^) Habu Kisliori Moliun (’haudhuri ; and 
(4) Babu Mukunda Behari Mullick. 


Starred questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Appointment of Press compositors by tho Settiement Dflloert 
Burdwan, at Berfiampore. 

MSI. Maulvi ABDUS SAM AD: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware that out of thirty*six Press 
compositors appointed by the Settlement Officer, Burdwan, at 
Berhampore in December last only one is a Muhammadan? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Secretary, Muhammadan Association^ 
Murshidabad, sent wires to the Government, the Director of Land 
Becords, Bengal, and the Settlement Officer, Burdwan, intimating 
the grievance of the Muhammadan community in the matter ? 
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(c) I* it a fact that the Director of Land Records in reply wrote 
to the Muhammadan Association in January last that steps would be 
toVi.n to maintain Muhammadan percentage as fixed by Government P 

(d) Is it a fact that the Secretary, Muhammadan Association, 
Murshidabad, thereafter sent a list of discharged Muhammadan com- 
positors to the Director of Tiand Records and the Settlement Officer, 
Burdwan ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Settlement Officer, Burdwan, has r^ntly 
appointed eighteen more Press compositors and of them only nine are 
Muhammudatis ? 

(/) What are the reaBons for making the recent appointments 
against the Government orders and specially the order of the Director 
of Land Records, Bengal, as conveyed in his letter to the Secretary, 
Muhammadan Association, in January last? 

(//) Has the action of the Settlement Officer, Burdwan, the approval 
of Government? 

(h) If the answer be in the negative, what steps does Government 
propose to take in future? 


MIMSER in oharge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
iir Provaih Ctiundor Mittor): (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Yes, 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The recent appointments do not appear to have been made in 
contravention of any Government orders or against the orders of the 
Director of Land Records. It is understood that when the appoint- 
ments referred to in question (e) were made, every available Muham- 
madan candidate, who fulfilled the required standard of efficiency, 
was appointed. 

It may be liMsd that out of a total of 1,078 job workers in Burdwan 
Settlement 412 are Muhammadans. 

(g) and (h) Do not arise. 


AaaittMil titrgitiit in Hit BtngnI Mitfloil ttrvNM (UpfMr). 

MEt. Miglvi ABDUL KARIM: (a) WiU the Hon'ble Miniiter 
in charge of the Local Se]l*Govemment Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that in the Bengal Medical Service (Upper) 
out of a total number of 161 assistant surgeons only 12 are Muesal* 
mans? 
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(4») Is it a fact that qualified Musaalman oaiidL„.„ poet of 

assistaiit surgeon are available now-a-daysF 

(cj) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
in future such a number of Mussulman assistant surgeons as will 
bring up before long their proportion in the service to the proportion 
fixed for the community in the services? 

MINISTER in oharga of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon'blo Kumar Shib Shokharoowar Ray): (n) The number 
of assistant surgeons in the Provincial Medical Service as appearing in 
the last issue of the Civil List is 159 — Hindus 147 ; Mulmiumadaus 12. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The policy of the Government with reference to the recruit- 
ment of Muhammadans in the Bengal Medical Service (Upper) wus 
revised only in 1926 and the Government at present propt)se to watch 
carefully its effect on adjusting the ratio of communities in this 
service. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon hie 

Minister he ]>leasp<l to state what the policy of Government is in regard 
to the recruitment of Muhammadans to the Bengal Medical Service? 

Tha Hon’bis Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Thirty4hree 
and one«third per t'ent. of the appointments should go to Mtthaminadans. 


Civil Surgaons In Bangal. 

*188. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon^le Minuter in 
charge of the I^4il Self-Government Department l)e pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that out of 16 Civil Surgeons in Bengal there is 
only one Mussalman and even he is due to retire shortly ? 

(6) Is it a fact that two assistant surgeons have lately been 
recommended for appointment as Civil Surgeons and neither of them 
is a Mussalman? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are at least two Mussalman assistant surgeons 
qualified to hold the post of Civil Surgeon, one with creditable record 
of military servioe and tbe other with high post-graduate professional 
and academical qtisli^cations ? 

k 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of consider- 
ii^ their claims for promotion at an early of^rtuaity? 
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Thi H6ii*lito Kiifiiir SHIB SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: (a) Yes. 

(h) Government are not prepared to diBcnss recommendations 
made within the department. 

(e) Government are not prepared to make any statement about 
the qualifications of individual members of the service which might 
be 01)611 to misinterpretation, but would remind the member that pro- 
motion is based on seniority and merit rather than on communal 
claims. 

(d) The answer is in the negative, but the claims of Muhammadan 
members of the service are always considered when promotions are 
made. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that promotion is based not 
on seniority but on merit? 

The HoiTble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: No, in the 

Medi(‘al Department promotion is based on seniority as well as merit. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Am I to understand that 
in the Medical Department the rule is ditferent from other departments? 

Tha Hon’bla Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: I am afraid 
I have no information regarding other departments. 


Railway avaifiridgt at tha Burdwan station. 

M04. Mr. 8AILE8WAR 8INCH ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in change of the Public Works (Railways) Dei)artment aware 
that the railway overbridge at the Burdwan station has been partially 
closed to the public for a long time to their great inconvenience? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirobility of re(|uesting the railway authorities to 
take immediate steps for an early completion of the repair work with 
a view to open the bridge to traffic in the near future ? 

MEMBER : In obrnrgt of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAY) 
DEPARTMENT (tin Hon’Mo Mr. A. Marr): (a) and {b) The EaM 

Indian Railway authorities expect to complete the overbridge early in 
May, 19 . 10 . 
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EsHHitiiiiMiit 9f a hoital for the Himiu and liutiamniadan mala 
studants of tha Caloutti Madioal CollagOb 

nos. Bahu PROFULLA KUMAR GUHAs (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether tliere is a proposal for the establishment of a hostel for 
the Hindu and Muhammadan male Students of the Calcutta Medical 
College? 

(b) Has any scheme been prepored for the same? 

(c) If no scheme has been prepared, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when it is intended that such a scheme should be 
prepared ? 

The Hon*hie Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: {a) Yes. 

(b) A scheme for hostel buildings is being prepared. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the noiCble Minister 
aware of the fact that last year about 70 Muhammadan students were 
suddenly thrown out at dead of night into the streets of Calcutta? 

Tha Hon’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am afraid 
I have no information on the subjetd. 1 am a new* man in the Ministry. 


Works done in 18-em measurement in the Bengal Covemment Preea. 

*106. Mauivi LATAFAT HU88AIN: {a) U the Iloirble Memlier 
in charge of the Finance DeiKirtment aware that the Gazette, table and 
current i*ecord works done in the Bengal Government Press w*hich are 
done in JM-em, 40-em and 44-em measurement fetch more imcime than 
the work done in 18-ein measurement? 

(b) Is it a fact that the earnings of the compulsitors and lino- 
operators are decreasing since the introduction of the 18-4t»m measure- 
ment? 

(c) Is it a fact that at [iresent the works are done in the 18-em 
measurement ? 

(</) If the answers to (b) and (c) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon^ble Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MEMBER III oiuuio of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Hou’blo 
Mr. A. Ml^)S (a) The higher measures are paid at higher rates but 
steps are taken so to allot the work as to give an equitable distribution 
of earnings. 
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(5) Enming# fluctuate from month to month afl^r|Sig to ^irork 
done. • Ae averaigre eaming^s do not appear to have deoreiited. 

(c) All work above octavo size is done in 18^m measure. ^ 

(d) Because the printed matter is more easily redd and less popor 
is required. 


Piaoe-Kiorkom in the Bangal Prtst. 

MOT, Mauivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble AfcmW 
in charge of the I'inance Department be pleased to state vi^hether it is u 
fact that the lino o])ei'aiorg, comiKMsitors, distributors, pressmen, 
machinemen and inoiKM'nsterb and mono-operators in the Bengal Press 
are piece-workers}^ 

(6) Is it a fact that the mono-casters are not paid at the same class 
rate at which the compositors, lino-operators, distributors, pressmen 
and machinemen are paidP 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reason theieforP 

(d) Is it a fwt that the earnings of the hand compositors, binders, 
lino-operators and distributors are decreasing daily while those of the 
clerks, computers, section-holders, etc., are increasing? 

(e) If so, will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to state the reason 
therefor? 

if) Will the Hon’ble Meml>er be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the income with the names of — 

(/) any three com ]K)Hi tors, section II ; 

{ii) any three compositors, section III ; 

(m) any three binders; 

(tr) any three Hection-holdei*8 ; 

(■r) any three computors ; and 

(I’l) any three clerks, 

for the month of June, July and August for the veors of 1921 and 
1929? 

iff) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Member been drawn to the 
fart that the Hon’ble Mr, McAlpin, then Finance Member, informed 
this House in August, 1329, that the income of the compositors of 
section IT and section III is Ils. 55 and Rs. 54? 

(h) Is it a fact that the actual pay drawm by the compositeurs is 
between Rs, to Rs. 38? 

(t) Will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to lay on the table the 
signed pay sheets of the compositors for the months of October, Novem- 
ber and December, 1929? 
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Mr. Jl. MAimi («> Tes. 

(^'^Tbe claM rates are the same for all. 

(e)'Does not arise. 

*(0 » o . 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) A statement is laid on tiie table. 

(jff) Yes. 

(h) No. The latest pay bill available, the pay bill for January- 
February, shows that 15 men drew juiy of less than Rs. 40 whereas 154 
men drew between Rs. 40 and Rs. 80 and 38 men more than Rs. 80. 

(i) It is considered unnecessary to lay on the table the signed- pay 
sheets. They can be seen by the member at the Press if he so desires. 
The monthly average figures for all the sections for 1929-30 are con- 
tained in a statement which is placed on the Library table. 



Statement referred to in claufc (/) of starred question No. 107. 



Scale of pay. 


1921. 

1930. 

Section hokieni 

.. Ri. 100— 5—150 

Rs. 125—5—175. 

Computort 

Apprentices on R«. 25 

Rs. 30— 2|~80. 

Ra. 44-„3-_ilo. 

R,. 40 .-40-45—3-111. 

Clerka 

. . Rs. 30— 2*— 80 

Rs. 40-40-45-3—102— 


Rs. 44—3—110. 

Ra. ioo._|(v~200. 

202. 


Average earnings. 

June-July. Joly-Auguft. August- 
September. 



Rs. 

A. 

Rs. 

A. 

Rs. 

A. 

Compoettors. Section II — 

1919.20 

29 

10 

34 

5 

35 

6 

1928.29 

54 

12 

89 

7 

53 

7 

Oompoeitors, section III— 

1919.20 

42 

9 

38 

0 

39 

5 

* 1928.29 

52 

14 

56 

6 

59 

6 

Bindbm 

191920 

25 

10 

23 

12 

24 

7 

1928.29 

43 

1 

50 

11 

49 

11 


For purposes of comparison the average figures on record are giveiu 
Hie sections have been re-arranged since 1929*80 and figures for old 
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^ toctioilff tl and III are therefore not available for Id29^<!3(I but the 
. ttonthljr^^rttref^ for the re-arranged sections for 1929-30 are given in the 
-statement laid on the Library table. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether the recommendations made by the Committee of Enquiry which 
sat some years ago in regard to the earnings of some press employees 
have been brought into effect? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. MARR: Yes, all the recommendations were 
brought into effect except one. 

Sptoial grants given to the Rajshahi dietriot board for mtleria and 
ktla-OKar. 

M08. Bobu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : (a) Is the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware 
that Rajshahi district has been returning the highest death rate from 
fevers in Bengal? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what special anti-malarial measures have 
been taken or are proposed to be taken for its remedy? 

(c) What speidal grants, if any, have been given to the Bajshahi 
district board for fighting against malaria and kala-ajsar? 

The Hon’ble Kumir 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) The 

Rajshahi district holds second place in the death rate from fever in 
the quinquennial average, and third place in the statistics for the year 
1928. 

(b) and (c) Statements are laid on the table showing thejpanta 
paid to Rajshahi district board from the provision for works against 
kala-azar and malaria and the value of drugs distributed in kind to 
this district board in recent years. 

Statement referred to in clausex. (h) and (r) of starred question No. 108, 
Statement I. 

Grants to Rajshahi district board for anti-malaria grant. 

Ra. 

1,000 
500 
400 


1929-30 

1928-29 

1927-28 



QUESTIOire* 


m 


Stateicent n. 


Eala-ajcar grant for the Rajshahi district. 

Bs. 


1923-24 

600 

1924-25 

900 

1926-26 

... 2,000 

1926-27 

... 13,000 

1927-28 

... 12,000 

1928-29 

... 10,000 

1929-30 

... 5,000 


Statement 111. 

Allotment made to the Rajshahi district on account of fi-ee supply 
of quinine and cinchona febrifuge. 

Rs. 


1926-26 

... 7,200 

1926-27 

... 8,500 

1927-28 

... 6,600 

1928-29 

... 9,500 

1929-30 

... 8,550 


Statement IV. 

Allotment made to the Rajshahi district on account of free supply 
of uj^stibamine, amino-stiburea, and other kala-azur »pccifica. 



Rs. 

1926-27 

... 2,475 

1927-28 

... 3,150 

1928-29 

... 1,000 

1929-30 

... 2,625 


KlMm lalUHittr Maulwi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
^ pleased to state the principle on which the Government grant is dis- 
to district boards? 

Tiia Kihmt iHIB SHBKHAREtWAfl RAY: Indiridnal 

oases are considered on their merits. 
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Klli[lki!ltfniur‘|6M % Hon’ble Smuter 

‘be pleseed to ’8tate''1lie prfntsiple'on which out of the lunp grant of 
R«. 10, (KK) for the whole province the Rajshahf District Board alone 
got Rs. 10,0001^ - 

Tba Hon’ble Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 want fresh 

notice. 


DEMAND8 FOR GRANT8. 


The discussion on the head “81. — Education (Transferred)” waf' 
then resumed. ’ . 


Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I rise not to oppole 

my friend but to ask for more satisfactory accommodation by m%kk|ig 
no separate arrangements for Muhammadans and Hindus in the hdetdls. 
I learn that in Krishuagar there are seats available in the Hindu hostel 
but they are not to be filled by Muhammadans. I wonder why this 
should l)e done and why Government should not arrange for allowing 
both the Hindu and Muhammadan boys to live in the same hostel with 
separate kitchens. Sir, this state of things is in vogue in Bhagalpur. 
When this kind of arrangement is possible in Bhagalpur, why should it 
not be in Bengal. I remember an oi'casion like this. Year before last 
there was a small-pox case at the Hindu hostel at Rampur Boalia where 
a Hindu buy was attacked with the disease. It was a serious case and 
segregation was absolutely necessary, but when we came to know that 
there *vras no proper arrangement for segregation we approached the 
Principal of the College and suggested that a small house, wbiob wM 


occupied by the Muhammadan students, might be arranged for tU|je^e« 
gabion cam]). We also approached the Muhammadan students 
ing them to live in the Hindu hostel. They were all sympathejt^and 
no objection was made by any of them to this arrangement being^ iubda 
and the lufy w’as tbw saved. Sir, I had a talk with my hon’bla 
Khan Bahadur Asixul Haque, that when this was possible why,, if 
are available in the Hindu hostel, Muhammadan students could Hoi ba 


accommodated there, of course with separate kitchens to be used $jr 
Hindus us well as by Muhammadans. Sir, 1 do not see any reas 0 H|^wh^ 
seats are available in the Hindu hostel, why an additional 
should l)e constructed. If the above suggestion of mine bnljyi||^lli 
by Government, 1 believe that difficulties about the misundersN^ing 
between the Hindu* and Muhammadans will be greatly miniBiiaed. 
With these words I sup|K>rt the motion. 



:4«t 

ItlHA^At I^AR m 4v6M*r' 

R*. %i2« wider the head ‘‘31A.— Edwc*)d«ir(t»iSrred)--^^r»ity 
— G«VM-iuuent Arts Colleires— Provision for the affiliation ol the Raj- 
shahi ColleRe in ^tany up to the I. Sc. standard” lie reduced by Re. 1 
(to raiiMta discussion on the Kumar Basanta Kumar Hay of Difthapatiya 
foundation for startinft Ajfricultural Classes in connectiou with the Raj- 
sha hi^ ^ Uege and on the policy of (loi'erniiient re^nirdinir the same 
Coi|ci(|^. 

brother late Kumar Banauta Kumar Kay of Di^ha}mtiyaf 
brilliant students of that bateh of' brilliant student 
Collejfe, ( ah'utta, who now adorn the various walks 
oountry, the batch to which belongs such illustrious sons 
t of; Bengal as Sir Provash Thunder Mitter, Sir Brojendralal Hitter, 
SiiBjiupendranath Hitter, Mr. Brojolal Sastri, Hr. A. K. Fasl-ul Huq 
^and so forth, by a will, dated the llth day of AuKUst, 1920, desired 
placte in the hands of the (Government of Benf^al, out of his assets, 

Re. 2J lakhs in Government Promissory Notes of dj per cent, for the ^ 
QMfttipn of an endowment, the interest of which was to be utilised for 
the purposes mentioned below: — 


(a) “For makinjf arrangements for the advanced (eacliinK of such 
sciences as Botany, Zoolojfy, etc., in the Kajshahi Colle^fe, with a view 
to the introduction therein, as soon as possible, of a hi^rher agricultural 
course which, 1 hope, will include dairy fanning and cattle breeding.^* 


The executors of the will after taking probate approached the Govern- 
ment to utilise the endowment for the purpose named therein. After 
long negotiations a scheme for an “Agriculture Department of the 
Kajshahi Tollege” was drawn up by Hr. S. N. Haitra, the then 
Principal of the Kajshahi College, in consultation with Professor N. 
Ganguli of the Calcutta University. When the sclieme was submitted 
to the Government, they referred it for opinion to Hr. Finlow, the 
Agriculture. Hr. Finlow wrote thus criticijsing the scheme ; 

* \am in agreement with Hr. Williams’ view on the subject 
MrJ Winiams does considerable service in pointing out that (1) a three 
eourse at College is not sutficieiit training for a previously 
^OWtlAted hhudralok youth who wishes to become a farmer. There 
much loose talk on this subject, and if all arises from the fact 
there is a general impression amongst laymen, not only in India 
dliewhere, that fanning C4in be done by any one, however deficient 
and training. We commonly hear orators and others talk- 
the ‘poor ignorant raiyaC and in a recent communication a 
4)ori||||bndent expreseed the opinion that if a hhadralok youth takes 
to ma&ual labour, he would b^me a block-head like a raiyat. Such 
views show that these holders do not understand their own countrymen. 
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Twenty-fiw yeftrs" experience of the ls4ift& cultivator Jbas con- 

rinced me, not only of hie efficiency, vith his present unties, but 
of his enterprise where improvements are concerned, if he can afford 
to adopt them. There is no royal way to such knowledge which can^^nly 
be gained by bitter experience of the hard labour which is the:4^ of a 
successful farmer on a small scale.** ^ 

Sir, I do not understand what Mr, Finlow means; bhadraloks are not 
.the only inhabitants of North Bengal. More than eighty-five per cent, 
of the population of North Bengal, I believe, are cultivating c|4|M8, 
and the majority of which are Muhammadans. And then to 
Professor Ganguli: “The Rajshahi Division offers very special advan^ 
tages for opening a centre for agricultural training. The soil ip fniin- 
ently suited for a variety of crops which comprise the staple food fio* 
ducts of Bengal.** And, Sir, I may add to them tea, tobacco, frdte 
and vegetables that are now being cultivated on a very large scale 
along the base and the foot-hills of the Himalayas. 

Though Mr. Finlow rejected the scheme, he in the next paragraph 
of his note, however, commends the desire of the testator in the following 
words : — 

** In former communications I have strongly advised that a biological 
side, comprising botany and zoology, should be established at Rajshahi. 

I can conceive of no better use to put the Dighapatiya be(}uest to. 
Instruction in biology is necessary for all college students of agricnilture, 
and without a biological side, the Hajshahi College could never aspire 
to establish a school of agriculture. The introduction of biology into 
the Rajshahi College is therefore an essential preliminary to the estab- 
lishment of a faculty of Agriculture at the College. * * * If the above 
suggestion be adopted I consider that the establishment of an agricul- 
tural side on a sound basis at Rajshahi will have been brought appreci- 
ably nearer.” 

But unfortunately Mr. Dash in his letter No. 2680Edn., dated Ifia 
7th September, 1928, to the Director of Public Instruction, Bengfal, 
and again in his letter No. ^64Edn., of 18th July, 1929, to the Director 
of Public Instruetton, Bengal, while agreeable to start botaiiy«^*^d 
zoology classes to the B. Sc. standard, considered the remaining 
of clause (a) of the provisions of the will, i.e., ”with a view to th^ 
duction therein, as soon as possible, of a higher agricultural 
which I hope, will include dairy farming and cattle breeditiM*^ il^ 
irrelevant, in spite of Mr. Finlow *s second paragraph of the Ji6tel 

Now, Sir, as the Government is going to start botany classee i|gto 
I. Sc. standard in Ihe Rajshahi College, may we not request them to 
reconsider their decision^ about the acceptance, of the endowment of 
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Kumar Kay which has been since augmented hy the exe- 
cutorl Mu now amounts to the munificent sum of four lakhs of rupees, 
yield^r an income of Rs. 17,000 a year, on the terms of the wdlP If stilj 
stands in the way of the Government to start agricultural 
coureii^^ethwith, the executors will be satisfied if hope of starting such 
* future is held out to them. 

There are agricultural colleges in Bihar, in the United Provinces, in 
the Punjab, in the Central Provinces, in the Bombay Presidency, etc. ; 
ahcmld not Bengal, which was so long considered as the premier pro- 
vince, have a college of its own? Here a handsome endowment is 
oftsred to the Government; should not the Government seise this 
opportunity of starting such a college or even take steps to start one in 
thk^lMar future? 

With these arguments, Sir, I support the first part of the motion 
which stands against my name. 

Sir, I come now to the second part of the motion. Regarding the 
second part of my motion, I protest. Sir, against the policy of the 
Government of raising fee-rates in tlie science classes of the llajshahi 
College, with a view to raise them to the level of fees in other Govern* 
ment colleges in mufassal (page 21 of the green budget book). The 
Rajshahi College obtained its present status of first grade in 1878 when 
it was endowed with a lakh and fifty thourMind by the Rajshabi Associa- 
tion through the generosity of my father, Honourable the late Raja 
Pramatha Nath Ray Bahadur of Dighapatiya, for the benefit of the 
people of North Bengal, and the Government gave a distinct ussuraiice 
that it would maintain this as a first grade college as long as there would 
be eight students only in each of the ‘Ird and 4th year classes. Before 
this, the college had another endowment of Rs. 5,()(K) annually, created 
by late Raja Haranath Ray Bahadur of Dubalhati. 

Besides these, there are other big gifts and donations as the follow- 
ing extracts from the Inspection Report on the college for 1920-21 and 
1931-22 by Mr. H. C. Mukharji and Professor C. V. Raman, f.r.s., of 
the Calcutta University, dated the 10th July, 1922, will show; — 

1908 a Common Room was ere<;ted, nearly half the cost of which 
iriik by Kumar Saradindu Ray of Balihar. A large area of land 
‘ if ^ipaiderable value was made over as a. free gift by Raja Pramada 
!trlmS^Bay of Dighapatiya for the extension of the college compound. 

of erection of the old collegiate school building was borne almost 
entirely by Raja J. N. Ray of Puthia and Maharani Sarat Sundari 
^Devi. Nearly half the cost of the present college building amounting 
to lie. 30,000 was met out of private cx)ntnbutions. The Raja P. N. 
Bay Hostel was also built entirely from funds collected from private 
iMortiei, the major portion being given by the Dighapatiya Estate.'* 

ao 
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Sir, 1 may add to this that the Sanskrit College and another hig 
hostel attached to the college were built by the generosity of Maharani 
Henmnta Kumari Devi of Puthia, the Sanskrit College being also 
endowed by her. ^ 

ITnder these circumstances, 1 contend, Sir, that the Hajshahi College 
cannot be considered on a same level with other Government oollegea 
in the mufassal. 

1 further beg to submit, how low are the Government expenses per 
student in this college as compared with other Government colleges. 1 
shall give below a statement showing the number of students. Govern* 
ment expenditure and the cost per student in Government colleges aa 
published in the report of the* Public Instruction, Bengal: — 


Xame of Collfge. 

No. of 
Ktuilent. 

ToUl 

cxpotdi- 

lure. 

Amount 
mat from 
Provincial 
revenue. 

ToUl OOBt 
per atudcnt. 

Amount paid 
from Provmdal 
revenue. 

1920-21. 




Ra. 

Rh. 

Ra. 

A. P. 

R«. A. P. 

PrctldeDcy 



m 

4.D7,849 

3,51,001 

525 

11 10 

404 0 0 

Dmca 



729 

2,07,628 

2,07,015 

341 

10 7 

288 14 0 

Hooghly 



247 

80,714 

07,014 

848 

S 11 

277 9 0 

Buikrlf 



191 

37,009 

24.818 

181 

10 11 

121 15 3 

KriHhMgsr 



227 

91,429 

08,018 

305 

11 5 

290 2 g 

ChHUgong 



221 

07,010 

45,242 

238 

10 0 

140 15 0 

KAjthuhi 



800 

1,84,101 

00,429 

• 159 

15 0 

70 8 0 

192.^*24. 









Pmldoncy 



899 

4,8.5,802 

3,59.644 

541 

0 0 

<£) 

0 

1 

!D»rc» . . 



818 

1,28,008 

95,214 

358 

7 3 

245 15 8 

Hooghly 



279 

1,25,824 

1,04,202 

400 

15 0 

400 12 5 

Sanikrit 



73 

64,799 

51,841 

721 

0 7 

082 1 10 

KrIstuMgMr 



222 

1,15,500 

95,059 

555 

5 0 

457 0 3 

Chatagong 



54Q 

1,09,481 

06,878 

219 

4 9 

134 4 0 

lUJiihaht 



908 

1,07.873 

87,914 

195 

4 10 

102 9 4 

1927-28, 









Pi«W«*iW9y 



1.089 

5.24,118 

3,32,457 

301 

5 0 


Dacca . . 



329 

1,41,082 

1,12,637 

843 

4 0 


Hooghly 



370 

1,44,872 

1.20,044 

427 

2 0 

..♦•1 

Sanaknt 



100 

02,805 

57.010 

509 

0 0 


XiUlmagar 



211 

1,28,129 

1,00,185 

435 

0 0 


ChlUagtmg 



587 

1.22.9S2 

70.9SS 

120 

3 0 


Kalihahl 



806 

2,26,420 

1,52,180 

192 

6 0 


lalamla 



292 

09,999 

42,092 

149 

2 0 





Sir, the policy of the Government in regard to the Rajshahi College 
where there are so many endowments, donations and gifts and where the 
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cMt^^ the GoTernment per student is much lower than several other 
Govnrament mufassal colleires, cannot therefore be supported and the 
fee-rates in the science classes of the college ought not to be raised. 


llith 


these words, Sir, I support the second part of my motion. 


Mni KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURi: I l>eff to move that the 
demand of Ks. 14,8o,0IM) under the head ‘MIA. — Education (Transfer- 
retl)— Fniversity— (jovernment Arts Collejres” he reduced by Rs. 8, IKK). 

Sir, I i*aise my piotest against the increase of fee-rates in the Ruj- 
shahi Colleffe in the Science Department. This collejre has jrot a lar^fe 
enoowment fund and I believe in no other (lovernmeiit colleffe there 
is so much endowment fund. Sir, this was done for the benefit of the 
jK)orer classes. My previous speaker, the Kumar Bahadur of Diffha- 
patiya, has shewm that the Rajshahi (Wiejre is the least expensive 
collejre to (Government and it was endowed with the object of Hi>ecial 
ben^4it for the poor. Sir, the education of this place was so backward 
that when this collejre was started an ajjrreenient was made that with 
at least eij^-ht boys in each of the 8rd year and 4th year classes the 
(Vdlejfe would be maintained by (Government. So at that time there was 
an apprehension that it miffht not be very su<;cessful. Fortunately it 
has been successful and it is now’ the least expensive (Government collef^e. 
But, Sir, the Muhammadan education has not made (hat amount of 
projfress which was expected. There are about 8(K) io WK) students in 
this collej^e and I believe Muhammadan students will imt be more than 
150. In Rajshahi as well as in all the districts of the Division (here 
are lar^e numbers of Muhammadans, tnost of tliem are agriculturists 
and they are proverbially poor. It is not possible for them to incur 
much expen.se for education. Already the conversion of the Mobsin 
Fund and creation of scholarships have told upon the Muhammadan 
education to a ^reai extent. Formerly on account of the Mohsin Fund 
the Muhammadans had to pay 1/8 fee for school or collejre. Now it 
has disappeared. Under the present arranjil^ement some scholarships- 
have been created but no benefit can l>e jfot from the Moshin Fund. 
Low fee rate arrangement was made in the Rajshahi Colle^fe and it waa 
done for the benefit of the Imys of the poorer and backward classes^ 
especially for Muhammadans. Nerw the original ferrate has been 
doubled. There has been some protest to this proposal made by the 
Hajshahi Association which takes a good deal of interest in the welfare 
of the college. 


3-80 p.m 

The study of botany is being arranged for in the Rajshahi Ollege 
for I. 8c. students. Whatever may be done should be done for confer- 
ring some benefit but, Sir, there is no reason why the 3rd and 4th year 
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•tadoita should be taxed in the shape of iH(««ased fee-rates for the sake 
of 1st and 2nd year 1.8c. students, while they do not derive any benefit 
at all thereby. Ajfain, Sir., I understand that Ea. 4,000 or Ee. 5,000 
will be necessary for the Botany Department, but why should E8. «,000 
be collected for this purpose P The mover of the previous motion has 
shown that there is a heavy endowment by Kumar Basanta Kumar Eoy 
of Diffhapatiya which will now amount to Es. 17,000 or Es. 18,000 
a year. 

An attempt was made to start an agricultural institution in Raj- 
shahi for the benefit of the agricultural population but why has it not 
been accomplished F We now hear that no recurring expenditure is 
possible in this respect. The income on account of fee will amount to 
at least Rs. 4,000 or Ks. 5,000 and a two years’ course may not cost much 
to Government but even then there is no offer that anything should 
be done for an agricultural institution. Two schemes were prepared. 
1 admit, Sir, that the first scheme was rather ambitious but the second 
scheme proposed by Professor Oanguli, who was deputed to Rajshahi 
for the purpose, shows that Rs. ‘]6,0(M) only would be necessary for 
recurring exi>enditure. The fee income, as already stated, will yield 
about Rs. 4, 000 or Rs. 5,000, and together with the income from the 
endowment as well as from another one lakh which the Executors of 
the Kumar Bahadur offered in Government securities of 3J per cent a 
sum of nearly Rs. 21.000 or Rs, 22,000 would \ye available. This’ is 
certainly a very large offer. 

Mr. Ganguli prepared a scheme for a three years' course. In this 
connection we went on deputation to His Excellency the Governor at 
Darjeeling and we prayed that even if a three years’ course was not 
possible at least a two years’ course would be sanctioned, which would 
cost Government not more than Es. 24,000 or Rs. 26,000. If Rs. 21,000 
«or Rs. 22,000 could be had from the fee rate and the endowment 
Government would have to pay only Rs. :i,()00 or Rs. 4,000 as balance. 
His Excellency then assured us that the matter would receive his serious 
consideration and he was pleased to express the wish that it might be 
beneficial to the hhadrnloh class. In Northern Bengal, Sir, there are 
many people who have got at least 60 to 60 bighas of land. If those 
gentlemen can got 4heir sons properly trained in agriculture and 
necessary arrangements can be made for irrigation, for soil selection 
and manure and other improved methods of agriculture, it is not impoe- 
sible for any bhadrolok to train his sons in agriculture so that 
may go home to pursue agriculture with profit. 

My opinion is that Rajshahi is not being treated fairly. An 
attempt was made by local munificence to do something for the pooiwV 
claesee by offering big endowments but Government was slow and did 
not pay heed to these reasonable demands of the people. I therefore 
move this motion on aooiVnnt of Government’s inaction in the matter 
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of eretliiig f acilities far tjippiiltiinil study aa wall a* for not inereasiag 
the feO rates in the science classes. I hope I shall be supported hy 
the House in my demand that the fee rate should not be increased and 
ihat^y request that some arrangement for imparting agricultural educa* 
tion be made as has also been urged by the previous speaker should be 
acceded to. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 think the motion will 
have the unanimous support of the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will you please come nearer? We cannot 
hear you. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: There is something 
uncanny about that seat; if I go there I feel very uneasy. (This 
was a front row seat usually occupied by Mr. Jitendralal 
Bannerjee.) (Laughter.) This subject has been receiving the atten-, 
tion of practically most of the provinces in India, particularly from the 
time when our present Viceroy has come to India. His Excellency has 
created much interest on the subject. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I am afraid you are going beyond the scope of the 
motion. 

Mr. 8HAMTI 8EKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 want to impress upon the 
House the necessity of having an Agricultural College for Bengal. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is not the object with which the motion 
was moved. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Van 1 not speak on 
that subje<t? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No, you must confine yourself to the motion under 
discussion. 

Mr. 8HAHTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 do not want to say any. 
thing more but any way I hope this motion will receive the support 
of the House. 

JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: 1 bet; to move that th. 
demand of Rs. 14,85,000 under the head *M1A. — Edurjition (Transfer* 
red) (Government Arts Colleges)” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a 
^dtscussioD on the necessity or otherwise of having Government Arts 
Colleges). 

My object in short is the deprovincialisation of the Government 
colleges in Bengal and I am referring speciaUy to the coUegras imder the 
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'’Calcutta University. 1 plead for the disestablishment of these colleges 
^because their maintenance is now entirely unnecessary. It does not 
further the real cause of education and it involves a fearful waste of 
public money. The figures I shall produce will, 1 am sure, make odt 
a convincing case for myself. 

I do not plead, of course, that all Government colleges should be 
abolished; some of them are bound to remain, not because their 
retention is absolutely needful but bec^ause they appeal to certain 
sentiments which are so powerful that it will be useless arguing against 
them. At present there are 8 Government colleges — 4 in Calcutta and 
4 in the iiiufassal. The Calcutta colleges I am afraid must remain. 
First of all there is the Presidency College; it must remain on account 
of its splendid library and lalmratory and also because it is intended 
to serve as a model for other colleges in Bengal. Wliether it performs 
that part now or not, it is not for me to say. There are other people 
better acquainted with the internal economy of the Presidency C'ollege 
who will he able, if they choose, to bear testimony on that There 

are then the Sanskrit College and the Islamia College. Personally I 
do not think their existence is at all called for. But here I am up once 
more against the fearful bogey of communal fanaticism. The Islamia 
College, 1 shall he told, is upholding tlie banner of 
Islamic tradition and culture while the Sanskrit College 
is supposed to uphold the banner of Hindu tradi- 
tion and culture. Sir, it is a curious commentary upon these preten- 
sions that the !*rincipal of the Islamia College is a Eumpean gentleman 
and the Sanskrit College has got a Principal wlio is uhsolutcly inno<^ent 
of Sanskrit. The Bethune College also must remain because it is the 
only Government college for female students. 

I wish to refer more especially to the colleges in the mufassal. Here, 
curiously enough, I find my starting [>oint in the passionate argument 
which was addressed to the Council ycNterday by my friend, Khan 
Bahadur Muulvi AsiKul Haque. The Khan Bahadur was passionately 
pleading for an expenditure of Rs. lO.tMK) to provide a hostel for the 
accommodation of 8, 10 or 12 Muhammadan students; he never cared to 
be specific on the qaaetioii of number but preferred to be delightfully 
vague and ambiguous. One of the arguments with which he set out to 
fortify himself was that Bs. 90,0(X) had been spent for the purpose of 
providing n Hindu hostel. My humble reply on the point would be 
that the ST)ending of the sum of Rs. 90,000 was an extravagant misuse 
of public money. But evidently the Khan Bahadur is of opinion that 
two wrongs must make a right. If you spend Rs. 90,000 for a Hindu, 
hostel, then, for the purimae of balancing the injustice, you must 
spend some money /.also upon a Muhammadan hostel whether the 
ifecessity is there or not { ^ 
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1£^ intention will be that the ooUega at Krish&agar for whiok these 
ttro heitelfl are wanted, does not deserve to exist at all. The numerioal 
Mrengih of the college at the present day is only 200; and for imparting 
«Mne a6ri of education — what sort had better be left unsaid — for impart- 
ing some sort of education to these students Government spends annually 
Us. 1,00,000, working out at the rate of Rs. 500 per student. Contrast 
tills with what is actually spent on the Presidency College. In the 
Presidency College there are roughly 1,000 students and the annual 
expenditure is Rs. 3,00,000 working out at the rate of Rs. 300 per head. 
There is no comparison whatever between the two colleges. Even my 
friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asixul Haque, with his keen intensity 
of parochial patriotism, will not contend that the Krishnagar College 
is in any way in the picture in comparison with the Presidency College. 
There is no such staft, no such equipment, no such provision for impart- 
ing instruction at the Krishnagar College as at the Presidency College. 
Yet in the Presidency CVdlege, (lovernment spends Rs. 300 per head 
per student, while in the Krishnagar College the expenditure is Rs. 500 
per head. But the contrast will be still more striking if we take into 
account the expenditure per head in the other colleges of ('alcutta. There 
are in Calcutta certain private colleges which do not receive a single pice 
of Government money but which impart edmation to at least 10,000 
students, and the quality of education imparted there, is certainly high 
enough to attract students from all parts of Bengal — including the 
Nadia district. 


3-45 p.m. 

Sir, there are four of these colleges — c»r rather five including the 
college at Bhowanipore — in Calcutta, viss., the C3ty f^dlege, the Banga- 
basi College, the Hipon College, and the (Vdlege with which I have the 
honour to be asstKiated — the Vidyasagar College. Between them they 
impart education to more than 8,(K)0 students. The Bangabasi College 
has at present on its roll sometliing like 1,600 students, the City College 
1,400, the Ripon (’ollege 1,200, and iriy own college 2,2(K) — which is 
ten times the number that is catered for by the Krishnagar (’oUege. 
The Krishnagar College gets Rs. 1,00,0(M) of Government money, whereas 
we do not get a single pice; and the expenditure in these iion-othcial 
colleges in Calcutta works out at just under Rs. 100 per head, while 
in the case of the Krishnagar College the expenditure works out at 
Rs. 500 per head. Would it be contended that the quality of educjation 
imparted at the Krishnagar College is so very superior^ Sir, I deny 
it, and I shall refute the contention by figures. Every year from the 
schools in the Nadia district about 1,000 students pass the Matriculation 
examination. At any given moment during the year at least 1,000 
atndents of this district are receiving education under the auspices of 
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^ CaleuttA UniTeraitj; and only 200 of tlioM rdbain in 
nagar College, whereas 800 go to other parts of Bengal, showing tii^ 
the quality of instruction imparted there, must be poor indeed! 
yet for this inefficient, worthless, effete, and rotten institution the ta:4i^ 
payer is called upon to pay a tribute of Bs. 500 per head a year. ^ 

V ' . 

Let me pass on to the Hooghly College, which is not much 
off. There the numerical strength of students is only 275, and 1^:1 
Government expenditure is Rs. 1,25,000 every year, which again workf^^ 
out at the rate of more than Bs. 450 per head per annum, as against 
Rs, 300 in the Presidency College and Rs. 100 in the private colleges of 
Calcutta. Things, of course, are a little better so far as the Chittagong 
and the Rajshahi Colleges are concerned, but even there the rate ^ 
expenditure is much higher than it ought to be. In the Chittagong 
College the expenditure works out at Rs. 195 per head per annum ; whila 
in the case of the Rajshahi College it is Rs. 160 per head per annum.* 
My contention is that it would be a profitable bargain for Govern^miit 
to abolish all these Government colleges, withdraw the sums spenh im * 
them, and institute a system of liberal grants-in-aid to private colleges. 
The cause of education will really be furthered by this. You will save 
Rs. 5 lakhs by abolishing these colleges; and by a judicious use of these 
Rs. 5 lakhs you would be able to maintain at least 20 colleges in first* 
class working order, whereas at present you are maintaining only foult!^ 
Therefore, there is absolutely no argument in support of the contifin* 
ance of these mufassal Government colleges. 

Sir, I do not wish Government to make any profit out of this. Let 
them abolish the colleges and distribute the funds that will be released^ 
as grantS'in-aid to colleges which have been doing their work, and doipg 
it splendidly, without any assistance or recognition from Government 
up till now. ji!f^ 

*! 

Mft W« C« WORDSWORTH: Sir, I am far too wise to contend 
unnecessarily with Mr. Jitendralal Banner jee, and 1 do not wish to 
oppose the point of view that he has put before the Council. I wish 
to raise only one glHiiiral consideration, which, I think, should be in 
our minds when we deal with this problem. We have to ask ourselves 
what was Government's intention in establishing these Government 
educational institutions, and that takes us back many generations ago 
when there was little higher education in the land, and Government 
eetablished schools at district headquarters and colleges in certain other 
places hy way of setting a good example. Government acted as a pioneer 
to show the way, but since then Government has been caught up, and 
I may say easily out<paced, by the people to whom it was showing the 
way, and the matter has never been reconsidered since. 
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.. let me MjT • word about the sohoole. Gtorenunent has tome 

pndtlpla. The people to whom these 40 schools were to be an illumina- 
^|i^|gE;^hllt^ since then established in Bengal about 1,000 schools of their 
jgim. These 40 schools have among them some of the rery beat schools 
In 4|^e province, but I do not thinh that any one here will contend that 
40 schools are the beat 40 schools in the province. In the same 
^11^ we have to consider the colleges. My instinct as an Englishman, 
up in the traditions of my country, leads me to disapprove the 
principle of Government being directly responsible for the maintenance 
of educational institutions. Government, we feel in England, has a duty 
in supervising and assisting educational institutions, but not in accept- 
ing direct responsibility. At the same time, any attack upon Govern- 
^Ijent institutions nec^essarily jars on my memories, because 1 am very 
proud of those pleasant memories of the years I spent at the Presidency 
College. However, Sir, I must not be carried away by any personal 
The question which we must ask ourselves is this: does Gov- 
emn^nt get any return for the money spent on Government institutions? 
DoiO Government by maintaining tliem add something to the educational 
Isystem of the province that could not be added otherwise.'' Does Govern- 
ment by spending this money directly do more for education and at 
the Same time do something for its own reputation as being interested 
in the education of the people, than it could do by handing the money 
|%vei? to private agencies P That is the point of view that we have to 
cflfftsider, and wliile I do not wish to venture any opinion whether these 
institutions do now command suffic ient confidence, whether they are 
popular enough with students and parents, and whether they are 
generally believed to do something that could not be done otherwise, I 
Niy that whenever we come to a time when that is clearly not the general 
belief, then we come to a time when Government should divest itself of 
all direct responsibility and let private agency do the work. I am 
^speaking in a general sense, and I do not wish to answer “yes” or “no” 
to the question whether that time has come. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIIUL HAQUEs Sir, I had no intention to 
take part in this debate, but so many references have been made to me 
by my esteemed friend, Babu Jitendralal Banner jee, that a word or two 
in reply is necessary. 


Mr. PRCflOENT: Are you speaking on the motion, or are you 
speaking in reply to Mr. Bannerjee's speech? 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 am speaking on Babu 
Jitendralal Banner jee^s motion. My friend, Mr. Banner jee, has raised 
the queetion of the Islamia College. I will not say any thing more by 
m*ay of appeal, because I find that all my appeals have been in vain. I 
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«hdil only put some facts and figures before the House. 1 am sorry Hiai 
iir. Bannerjee has rushed in this House without acquainting Umsdt/ 
with the actual state of afiairs as to why this college was started; , 

iibu dITENORALAL AAHNERdEE: 1 never questioned thA 
utility of the college. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I was showing the neoei^^ 
sity for starting the college. There was a time when Muhammadan 
students in Calcutta found great difficulty in getting admission to 
colleges, and had to go from door to door for the purpose. Is Babu 
Jitendralal Bannerjee aware that there are many private colleges where 
there is no provision for the teaching of Arabic and Persian P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid there will be many interruptions if 
you proceed on this line. The best thing for you would be to support 
the Islamia (‘ollege or any other institution. Please do not refer to any 
porticular member by name. 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
How does the question of the Islamia College arise P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You raised that question yourself. ^ 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I referred to the Islamia 
College only in passing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the Khan Bahadur raj» refer to it ns well. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, only a few years back 
as many as 100 students had to find tremendous difficulty in getting 
admission in some of these colleges. Then, Sir, there was the difficulty 
about hostel accominodution in (’alcutta. You (‘annot blame the circum- 
atances on account of which Moslem students have to live in Wellesley 
Square and near tba Baker Hostel of the Madrasah. The colleges of 
Calcutta are very far from this locality, and the Muhammadan students, 
who cannot afford to use cars like my friend Mr. Bannerjee, found it 
extremely difficult to attend their colleges. Most of the Moslem students 
Are very poor and cannot afford the luxury of even a tram-car or any 
other conveyance. And they have to walk a distance of about two miles 
every day after taking their meals. These are the difficulties which had 
to be faced years before the Islamia College was started, and even when 
it was started it wa^r started up to the intermediate standard only. 

Sir, my friend has raided a note that the time has come when we 
ehould abolish all the Government arts colleges. So far as the idea it 
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eoiiceiVi|i!l, 1 have no quarrel with it; But I would aek wheilietthe time 
has ret^y come for abolishing these arts colleges. I am saying this 
not from the general point of view but from the point of view of Moslem 
educ4ition. I feel that if you really abolish these colleges, most of the 
Moslem students will hnd difficulty in getting admission to private 
colleges. 1 do not blame the private colleges if they are not able to 
^^vide for the teaching of Persian and Arabic, bei'ause the number 
of Muhammadan students is so small. The fact stands that unless such 
provision is made, Muhammadan students will find great difficulty in 
getting admission to private colleges. 

As regards the Krishnugar College, I need not say much. 1 think 
that if Babu Jitendralal Banner jee had gone through the Civil List, 
he would have found the reason why in the case of the Krishiiagar 
College the cost per student is so high. T say it is s() high because the 
policy seems to be that any and every senior man who cannot be posted 
to any other convenient place is dumped on the Krisbnagar College, 
with the result that sometimes you find all the profess(»rs employed there 
In be very senior men and not probably wanted anywhere else. The 
result is that expenditure is enormously high. If you send compara- 
tively junior men there, you will find the c<ist considerably decreased. 
Therefore, the (*alculation of Mr. Bannerjee — Us. 5(M) per head per 
annum for the Krislinagar (’ollege and Its. *10(1 for the Presidency 
College — is absolutely beside the point. There is one professor who gets 
Rs. 800 or Its. 900 a month ; while there is another who gets Us. 1^00 or 
thereabout. If you post the man getting the higher pay to the Krish- 
nagar College, it naturally follows that the cost of running the college 
W'ould be increased. 

4 p.m. 

My friend has suggested that we had Iwtter concentrate our efforts 
to ('alcutta cidleges. Is he sure that in the iiiufassal people will Iw 
able to start private colleges of their own^ 1 am ufrai<] it will not be 
possible to do so in spite of ade<{uate grants. If that were possible many 
districts would have started private colleges. It would be difficult to 
get these colleges properly run if the Government finantdal help to the 
extent it is given to-day is taken away. I will say one word more, 
and that is this: Of late the tendency of Government has been to con- 
centrate its help to Calcutta colleges. That is the reason why the 
efficiency of the mufassal colleges has deteriorated ; it is not liecause that 
the mufassal colleges are bad in themselves. If my friend will study 
the histor}' of private colleges, he will find that some of the liest students 
have been produced by them. In Krishnagar College the public have 
given a very adequate amount of contribution ; they gave the whole land 
for the purpose of the college ; they endowed the college with a sum of 
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^yOjjRQ^^lid as a matter of fi^ the public have giTen tbeir' moat, 
[ am iMn a^twmed to sa^liat )9^adia is tbe poorest distnet in l^ngal. 
"^dgpoae tbe motion for the abolition of these colleges. 


Maulvi SHAMtUDOIN AHMED: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 14,85,000 under the head “31 A. — Education (Transferred) — 
Tlniversity — Government Arts Colleges^ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise 
a discussion about the policy of Government towards higher education 
and the inadequacy of grants towards private colleges). 


Sir, I have heard with great attention the speeches that have been 
made just now by tbe different speakers both for and against this motion. 
But, Sir, I must say that Government is not paying sufficient attention 
to the private colleges and is incurring lavish expenditure to maintain 
a handful of Government colleges, has not justified its action. My 
reason for bringing this motion before this House is to draw the atten- 
tion of Government to the fact that Government is not giving effect to 
the various resolutions and recommendations adopted in various des- 
patches and commissions. So far back as 1854 the famous Wood Des- 
patch “looked forward to a time when any general system of education 
provided by Government might be gradually discontinued with the 
advance of the system of grant-in-aid, and when the management, 
specially of the higher institutions, might be handed over to local bodies 
under the control of, and aided by, the State. “ Fifty years later the 
same idea was reiterated with greater clearness in the resolution on 
Indian Educational Policy (March 1904). T may quote the following 
passage : — 


“The progressive devolution of primary, secondary and collegiate 
education upon private enterprise and the continuous withdrawal of 
Government from competition therewith was recommended by the Educa- 
tion Commission in 1883, and the advice has been generally acted upon. 
But while accepting this policy the Government of India at the same 
time recognise the extreme importance of the principle that in each 
branch of educ^ation Government should maintain a limited number of 
institutions, both as models for private enterprise to follow and in order 
to uphold a high standard.*’ 

In 1919 the Saddler Commission recommended as follows; — 

“Government colleges in the mufassal should be provided with dis- 
tinct governing bodies and fixed annual grants, any increment in their 
levenues from pubiio funds being thenceforth derived from such funds 
as Government may find it possible to place in the hands of the execu- 
^ tive council of the Univdfeity for development of Universt^^t^ining^ 
in the mufassal." ' 
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“Thua no teaching poets concerned with University workVould 
xnately remain under the present conditions of Government service.*^'' ^ 
It is 70 years since the Wood Despatch was drawn up and yet nothing 
has been done on the lines of those recommendations. There is, of 
course, reason for Government being cautious and thinking twice before 
taking a forward step, but here the Government has thought at least 
four times and its caution has degenerated into absolute procrastination. 
I am of opinion, as some of the speakers, specially my friend Mr. J, 
L, Bannerjee has suggested, that the Government colleges should be 
deprovincialized and the money released from these institutions should 
be granted to private colleges. My friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Azizul Haque, apprehends that if these colleges be deprovincialised 
then private people would not ccme forward to establish private instil ' 
tutions. Sir, I am not very pessimistic about that. I know that 
without financial help from Government people have started private 
institutions and to-day private institutions are being established 
without Government help. I hope the day is coming when all the 
educational institutions will be independent and the people will take-* 
up the educational institutions in their own hands so that the educa- 
tional policy of the country may be carried on on different lines. 
Sir, my reasons for supporting deprovincialization of Government 
colleges are as follows. 

It is the bounden duty of every Government to be impartial in its 
awards, but 1 am sorry to bring to your notice that at present the distri- 
bution of Government money among private and Government colleges 
is astoundingly disproportional. The following figures will tell their 
own story. To quote a few instances, the cost per annum spent from 
provincial revenue oh each pupil is — 

Rs. A. 

Sanskrit College ... ... ... 509 0 

Erishnagar College ... ... ... 4^35 9 

Serampore College ... ... ... 6411 

Pabna College ... ... ... 49 7 

Mymensingh College ... ... ... 11 8 

Comilla College ... ... ... 6 4 

Nor is this inequality of distribution justified by the results achieved 
by the mufassal Government colleges. I make no apology for quoting 
the following extract from the sixth Quinquennidi Report of the 
Education Department: — 

**Certaui trains of thought inevitably follow an examination of these ^ 
extremes, a student may, in a private unaided college, 
^Wseivii a y^r’s tuition at a total cost of Be. 57, most, if not all, of 
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. * * 

Irlilch he proi^des himMelf In the shape of fees; and if he passes all the 
examinations at the first attempt, he f^raduates for Rs. 228. A student 
at the Presidency College similarly graduates for Rs. 2,000, of which 
he provides about Rs. 500, being subsidised to the extent of some 
Rs. 1,600. The question arises, is this very disproportionate expendi- 
ture of Government money justifiable by results.^ And further, is the 
system of choif^e sufficiently discriminating to ensure that those lucky 
individuals who enter the gates of the Presidency College are worthy 
recipients of a free gift of nearly Rs. 4,0(X) each per year for four^ 
years r’ ** 

I <lo not deny tfiat the Government colleges served a very useful 
])urpose at start, but now many private colleges have sprung up which 
can vie with the education imparted in Government colleges. Fnder 
these cin^umstunces, there is no justification for making proportionately 
large grants to Government colleges at the cost of the private colleges, 
many of which <‘Ould have rendered very good account of tliemselves but 
for the paucity of Government grant. Fourteen private colleges do not 
receive any grant whatsoever from Government and some are in a totter«j^ 
ing condition. The result of this inecjuality of distribution has bean ^ 
that Government has laid itself open to the charge of being actuated fejT* 
partiality and political motive. As I have already said that the immey 
that would be set free by deprovincializatifui of Government collies 
may be well spent by giving aids to private colleges. I beg to suggest 
that in future grants to colleges should be made through the Fniversity 
or at least on the recommendation of the Fniversity. Sir, everybody 
knows W’ell that dual Government, or I should say diarchy in thiep^)- 
vinc.e has failed. So, also this dual system of higher education must 
be given the go-by. So, I suggest that grants should in future be 
on the recommendation of the Fniversity, and that with the spread of 
higher education in Bengal, the distribution of grants, if not auf^ineuted 
should be kept in equal level with the money set apart by the deproviu- 
cialisation of all these Government colleges. We know all ver^ we|l 
how at present these Government colleges are administered. Only two 
years back, in tht year 1928, when the Simon rommission made their 
appearance in this country and when the seven honourable gentlemen 
arrived in Calcutta, we know very well that on the day they arrived 


Mr. PRESIDENT* What has that got to do with the policy of Gov- 
ernment in regard to higher education? 

Maulvi SHAMfUDDIN AHMED: I am coming to that. Sir. The 
policy of Government that ia followed in these institutions is to pu( 
down the spirit of free 'thinking amongst those who study there ia a 
high-handed way. Government does not take any step whatirer 
deal with the Principal or the staff of their colleges. 
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At prasent what have we seen to happen in the Krishnagar Coliegef 
I come myself from the district of Nadia. We find that a strike has 
been declared by the students. What for? Because the studenta 
hoisted a National Flag in their hostel and the Principal got enraged 
and asked the students to apologise. But the students did not 
surrender themselves to the Principal 


^ Kfian Bahadur Maulwi AZIZUL HAQUE*: Sir, may I rise on a 
point of request? I would appeal to my friend not to refer to the 
Krishnagar College incident, as the matter is still pending and it will 
be very much harmful to tlie college if the matter l>e discussed in 
this House and the settlement jeopardised. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I th ink <Iint is a very rMMonable request. 


Muilvi 8HAM8UODIN AHMEO: I have no intention of jeopar- 
^dising the settlement and I would welcome it. I rather regret 
Government have up till now not l>een able to bring almiit a 
'Settlement. This fact does not .speak very well of the Government, 
f believe that the policy that has l)eeii followed in the matter of 
highet* education is ahsolutely faulty and the 8(»oner the Government 
gives up this policy of running these colleges the better it will be for 
the people and the administi'utiori of Bengal. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI; Sir, I rise to 
support the motion which has been moved by Maulvi Shamsuddin 
Allied. As one connected with a Government-aided Intermediate 
College at Dacca, I feel I would be failing in my duty if I did not 
poini^t^t the inadequacy of grants to private colleges rec^eiving sub- 
sidfea from Government. I can speak from my experience of the 

r imullah Intermediate College at Dactca which has been established 
pursuance of the recommendations of the Sadler Commission. It 
was formerly a High English School with a brilliant record behind 
it and was known as the Imperial Seminary. The status of the 
Bcliool was raised to that of an Intermediate College in 1925 with two 
^termediate classes tagged on to it. This is known as the “C'* type 
bl college according to the recommendations of the Sadler Commis- 
sion. The college is under the couti-ol of the Hoard of Intermediate 
an.d Secondary Education, Dac'ca, and receives Government gmnt 
through the Board. When the c*ollege was established five years ago, 
both the GoTeminent and the Intermediate Board imposed certain 
conditions regarding the appointment of teaching staff and other 
maittm which must be fulBlled in order to qualify the instiiuticm for 
•ecurfig Government grants (recurring and non-recurring) and recogw 
nitioli.^ 
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^ Tlia Ooveming Body of the college fulfilled their part of the duty 
by carrying out the wishea of Government, of which the Hon’ble 
Miniater himself is aware, being then one of its members, but I regret 
to have to say tliat Government have not done their part by fulfilling 
their promise in regard to the sanctioned grant. Sir, I only cite this 
as an instance. There are other private colleges which are in receipt 
of Government grants and which also have to struggfe for their eaiist- 
ence on account of the inadequacy of Government grants. The 
Saliniullah College, to which I have refeired, is a feeder institution ^4 
the University of Dacca and is in need of an increased grant in cider 
to keep it going. Then again, Sir, the small grant which it receives 
from Government is not paid in time (this year’s grant has not yet 
been paid) with the result that the authorities have to borrow' money 
at high rates of interest to meet current expenditure. I make these 
remarks not in a cavilling spirit but I feel that it is high time that 
Government revised their policy in regard to these colleges and sanc- 
tioned such grants us would enable them to carry on without much 
difficulty. 

With these words I support the motion. 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN SARCAR: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs, 14,85,000 under the head “81 A. —Education (Transferri^}— 
University — Government Arts Colleges’ be reduced by Re. 1. 

Sir, my object is to raise a discussion about the policy of 
ment towardb higher education and tlie inadequacy of grants towards 
pri\ate colleges. 

Sir, there is ample evidence that the old relation of cordiality 
existed in the past between the authorities and the students is now 
a thing of the past. Recently, during the last three years therimswe 
been no less than four unfortunate events showing a straining of €he 
cordial relation between the authorities and the students in ili«# 
Governuient (Colleges — I mean the Presidency College, the Rajsham 
College and ths Krishnugar College, and I may also mention th4 
fiutter that occurrMin the Bethune College. Weil, perhaps, it 
said that the present-day students have become too much sensilitsiSi&H^, 
too much proud owing to .some extraneous infiuences in our society^ 
Be that os it may, but these ore facts and they have to be properly 
dealt with. We cannot afford to sacrifice the progress of educ^on in 
this (ountr>' amongst our people. If, on the other hand, it irf%ue to 
any change in the angle of vision on the part of the authorities, or 
on the other hand to a change in the heart of the authorities them- 
selves, then these^thinga have to be taken into account and proper 
remedies applied, for alherwise there is no hope for oducatiim^ wk 
gress in this country. Sir, education can only grow with tho 
cooperation of both the parties, via., the teacher and the, tablet* 
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If the golden relation becomes more and more strained with the ffrowth 
of whatever forces that may be working amongst us, it is time that 
we should see that surh fort'es should not be allowed to interfere and 
that we should see that our l>oy8 and girls have better facilities for 
education. 

As regards private colleges, I would draw your attention, Sir, to 
the fact that they are responsible for a major part of the educational 
work in this pi*ovince. More than 20,(K)0 students out of of 

the Fnivei'sity are in their care. It must be admitted that Bengal is 
doing her l>est for the education of her Iniys and girls: but more has 
to be done. The teachers numb«‘ring almut 7(W) — I mean only the 
teachers in .private colleges — are in a most critital plight, their 
average pay being not more than Its. per month. There may also 
be some sort of arrangement for provident fund, but then the poor 
colleges cannot contribute much and contribute always. During the 
last six years there has l>een a great falling off in the numlM»r of 
students and most of these private colleges could only meet l>oth ends 
by the income they deiived from the students. The private colleges 
have raised their tuition fees in mo.st cases from Rs. 3 to Rs. 7/8, i.e., 

times and still it is impossible for them <o make both ends meet. 
'Ihat is the i-eason they have to appeal to Government for help. It 
is Goveinment work that they are doing. Government pays 
B». 1,29,000 every year towards the improvement of libnuies and lalw- 
ratories of the private colleges hut if this amount l>e doled out to 13 
colleges, it all<»ws only a *»mall sum to each <’ollege. A much larger 
sum is reijuiied not for tlie improvement of the colleges but for the 
maintenance of many of them. The decrease in the number of i ollege 
students has made it difficult foi many of our colleges to rnuintuin their 
existence; and it is necessary that Government should take up this 
question. 

As regards the disputed question of deprovincialising the colleges, 
or some of them, there are two views. Some are of opinion that there 
should be one or two model colleges that should Imj allowed to exist and 
tbe iiione\ that is being spent on account of other colleges should be 
^mduall^ withdrawn, the colleges being deprovincialised, and spent 
for nigher education in a larger field. I think, Sir, it is a question 
which rannot W decided by a snap vote like this. It is a question 
which has to be con.sidered, Sir, from various points of view, and I 
believa that whatever vested interests have been created should l)e 
respected and after that a levelling should be adopted. There is the 
other plea for helping the maintenance of the private colleges and we 
must have some help from Government. Gtherwiae it is impossible for 
us to help these colleges out of the difficulties which have lieen created 
ihi 39 tt|:h no fault of their own but by circumstances over which they 
luure no control. 


81 
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With these word#!, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. 8YAM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I am thankful to Sir 
Nilratan Sarkai for having raised discussion on a question of such vital 
importance to the future of educational progress in Bengal. The 
rapidity with which the gulf of distrust and of suspicion between the 
students on the one hand and the authorities on the other is becoming 
wider is a matter of serious concern to all of us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must now adjourn the Council for prayer. 
Mr. Mookerjee may resume his speech when we re-assemble. 


Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Very well, Sir. 

(At 4*32 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 4-46 p.m.) 

Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: This motion of Sir 
Nilratan Sarkar draws the 8pe<‘ific attention of the House to the re- 
cuiren<*e of strikes and disturbances in Government institutions. On 
many occasions they have been the outcome of a misundei-standing 
between the students and the authorities, not infrequently misunder- 
standing on some simple issue at the beginning, which instead of being 
syrn pathetic ally faced and tactfully removed, has been allowed the 
privilege of a rapid growth often on account of a misplaced sense of 
prestige end dignity. 

Many of the troubles, I know’, are due to a failure on the part of 
shortsighted and reactionary officers of the Education Department to 
appreciate the sentiments which have occasionally prompted the 
students to express in some form their sympathy with the leaders in 
their efforts U> gain political freeilom for their country. The hoisting 
of the national ffag or the lelehration of the Jatin Das day are not such 
heinous acts as should disturb the peace of mind of the educational ad- 
ministrator. In the name of discipline there has often been a reign of 
coercion and oppression which has only resulted in widening the breach 
more and more. 

Sir, I w^ould refer in particular to the series of disturbances which 
are openly regarded as due to the tactless and inefficient administra- 
tion of one of the ornaments of the Education Department. I mean,, 
Sir, the present officiating Director of Public Instruction, Mr. H. E. 
Stapleton. The tiiiie has come when the opinion of the educated com- 
munity of Bengal on the manner and method of administration of this 
public servant should be openly brought to the notice of Government. 
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On thin occasion I do not desire to lefer to his many-sided activities, 
much though I would like to deal with some of his notable performances 
as an Inspector of Schools in Eastern Bengal during the Partition 
Days 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not refer to that. 

Mr. 8Y AM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: 1 shall not refer to that. I 
shall confine ray attention only to the disservh'e he has done to Bengal 
by his repeated acts of folly and tactlessness which have been largely 
responsible for ci-eating situations which might easily have been 
avoided, thus giving rise to wide differences lH*tw’een teachers and 
students. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you referring to his acts for which he is 
responsible in his official capacity? 

Mr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdEE: Tes, Sir. My first 
grievance against Mr. Stapleton is — and I say this with a full sense of 
responsibility—tliat he has been guilty of introducing what can be 
tersely called (M.I). methods int(» the ndininistration of the premier 
college of Bengal. To quote only one instance. There have been c’ases 
of student.s whom Mr. Stapleton, a.s- Principal, desired to see punished 
for taking part in the Iwiycott of an academic function w'hich was to l)e 
attended by the Governor of Bengal, a function w'hich w'as made lively 
and gorgeous by t>aviiig the college premises surrounded by well-dressed 
polic*e fon.stables and sergeants. Now, Sir, evidenc*e W'as nec’essary to 
prove the guilt of the students c'onc erned. And, wiM it fill the House 
with a sense of pride and .satisfaction when it is told that such evidence 
was made available by loyal Professors of the College coining forward 
and declaring that they had os'erheard particular students saying 
particualr things during a c'onversation at a tea-shop in Ctdlc^ge Street, 
Several students also were got hold of and evidence was given by them 
as to what they had seen their fellow-student# to have done or heard 
them to have said on different occasions. I ask the House, Sir. if 
this method of adinini.stration was worthy of the head of an educational 
institution, or, perhaps, it did reveal qualities of head and heart w’hich 
would make the claims of the worthy gentleman irresistible for a well- 
paid -post in the Elysium Row establishment. I leave, Sir, the House 
to conclude whether such instances help to foster feelings of c ordiality 
and respect between students and teachers. That was in 1925. 

Let us skip over a period of three years and come to that fateful day 
when the Simon Commission arrived in Bombay. The hartal of ?lrd 
February, 1928, will live in the memory of the present generation. A 
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few days before that date His Exeellency the Governor of Hen^l, who 
is the Visitor of Presidency Collej^e, paid a visit to that institution. 
Every Governor has done so and such visit has been followed by a 
^enei-ouN ^rant of seven days’ holiday. I take it, Sir, it was an acci- 
dent that His Excellency visited the Colle^?e just before 3rd February. 
3'he j)oint is, an opjK)rtunity was created for Mr. Stapleton to close his 
Collejfe for a periml which would have included the hartal day. The 
authorities of many other educational institutions, even including those 
under European tnanaji^enient announced that there would be no lectures 
on 3rd Februaiy — not that, I suppose, all of them ha<l much sympathy 
for the object of the hartal, but as reasonable administrators they 
thoujjrht that feelinfrs were Ixmnd to run high tm such an occasion and 
it would be an act of prudence to preA'ent the students from collecting 
in a body within the College premises. Hut Mr. Stapleton refused 
to take advantage of His Excellency’s visit, kept the College o|>en and 
wanted to prove himself the strong man in Bengal. With what results, 
Sirl^ The students did not turn up. Even the lure of listening to a 
learned lecture, on the Holy Bible which was the only teaching work 
allotted to the Chemist-Primdpal proved tcx) small a templation. I 
have no desire, Sir, to recall the detailed incidents of that fateful day. 
Tliere were cases of serious asvsaults and bbx)dshed. Armoured curs 
paraded College Street. Police forces ran up and down the corridors 
of the College; there were attacks and counter-attacks. The Principal, 
the strongest man in Bengal, trembling in his shoes, dared r.ot at tir«t 
leave his room. With the help of some friendly and popular Professors 
Mr. Stapleton somehow managed to leave the College, leaving the 
students and others at the mercy of the police. The students had 
already become excited at the spread of a report that one of them, a ho 
had Ireen seriously as.saulted and removed to the hospital, was assaulted 
at the instance of Mr, Stapleton. 

Sir, it is an open secret that these disturbances led the Government 
to depute Mr. Hogg, a member of the Indian Civil Service, lo report 
on the whole affair. It will Ire interesting to know what that officer 
littd to say about the way in which Mr. Stapleton conducted the whole 
business. A Committee was also appointed, presided o\er by Sir B. L. 
Mitter, and it would be interestiirg to know the findings at which that 
Commiitee arrived. Neither of the reports ever saw the light of the 
day. Would Government venture to place the reports on the table? 
What do you think, Sir, was the consequence of all this bungling? 
AVhy, Mr. Stapleton received a promotion and was appointed officiat- 
ing Director of Public Instruction. And now I come. Sir, to the 
causes of the next disturbance at the Presidency College. I wish, Sir, 
Mr. Stapleton as Directui* had left the responsibility of admin istnition 
in the hands of the Principals themselves. When Mr. Ramsbotham, 
Mr. Stapleton’s successor as Principal, was doing his best to restore to 
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RresidtiWJy College a inuch-desired academic aiinosphei'e, <he Burra 
Sahib began his policy of interference. The Superintendent of the 
Eden Hindu Hostel, who was a popular teacher of the ('ollege, liked 
and respected by the students, was suddenly removed. His gieat crime 
was that he had allowed himself to be photographed along with an 
expelled student of the College at what was a purely swinl function. 
This was the student. Sir, who was assaulted by the polic e < n tl«e 
haidal day and, be it added, to whose house Mr. Stapleton was com- 
pelled to pay a visit in order to expresvs regi-et for tlie injury he had 
sustained at the hands of the police. If this act of Mr. Sfapleion is 
to be characterised as one of spontaneous politeness, must the conduct 
of the Superintendent he deemed us an example of disloyalty P Sir> 
the Superintendent had to go in spite of the Princi pal’s pi-ote.^t. The 
story does not end here. AVhcn the <{UOKtioii of apfiointing his suc- 
cessor came up, the Director showed equal eagerness to igiM»rc tlio 
recommendation of the Principal, The name of aiiotlier iK)pulur and 
well-res|)e<ted teachei- was >ent up and that also was rejected ojk 
gnmiids other than atademic. Finally, Sir, notwithstanding the pro- 
tests of the Principal, the Director appointed a gentleman who did not 
belong to the College staff — a medic al practitioner who was well known 
as one of Mr. Stapleton’s iienchmeii and was thoroughly disliked hy 
the students. This disagmunent between the Principal and the 
Diivctor was one of the reasons that led to Mr. RanislM>tham being 
transferred fnnn Cresideiicy College. With the api>earance of the 
new Superintendent troubles began in the hostel. The internal 
dift‘ereiice> gradually took shape and hurst forth into another strike. 
Thanks t(» the tactfulness displayed hv Mr. Barrow, it did not lead to 
as sericuis .< oiisequences as on previous ociaisions. ( tne of the first 
steps he took was to secure the removal of the outsider Superintendent 
and offer the appointment to one of the teachers ot the (College staff. 

Sir, I do not want to multiply instances, neithei have I the time 
to discuss Mr. Stapleton’s share of responsibility regarding th^ 
Krishnagar College strike. But the feeling of distrust has he; oTue »o 
acute that students of (foveriimcnt iiistitutioiiH, including lady 
students, are oj)enly refusing to accept prixes at c'ereiiionies pit>sidecl 
over by the Direc'tor. I am not suggesting that during the stages 
through which the various controversies had passed the ai'tion of the 
atudents was not open to any criticism or objec’tion whatsoever. What 
I maiuiaiii is this, that the tactlessnehs, impatience and incapacity 
displayed by one of the principal officers of (lovemineut have often 
been responsible for arousing distrust and suspicion and (renting 
situations which might easily have Wn avoided. It is the clear duty 
of Government to make a full examination of the events of the last 
few years, find out the causes of the unrest and determine how to pre- 
vent the recurrence of such controversies. The reign of terror must 



480 


J<UK iiHAJMm 


MABCH 


be broujclit to an end. In any bona fith attempt made by Govern- 
ment 'wliirh aimB at removing distrust and suspicion and fostering fin 
atmosphere of goodwill and friendliness, they may depend upon the 
support of the educated public of Bengal. 

Sir 4ADUNATH 8ARKAR: Sir, in connection with these two 
motions, which are of the same purpose, a number of statements have 
been made which I cannot allow to go unchallenged. From an inside 
knowledge of the facts I consider it my duty to lay before this Council 
what the educational situation in this province has been during the 
last four years. I seriously call upon the elderly members of the 
Council to realise the etfects of the fatal attraction of Calcutta on our 
students. If the principle of Mr, Jitendrnlal Bannerjee’s motion is 
accepted and Gm’ernment ceases to finance the present Government 
colleges in the mufassal, these colleges will cease to exist. There 
would be a still greater (rowding of mufassal students into the 
Calcutta ccdleges. And what would be the result? 

At present the mufassal colleges work under a great handicap. 
All Hcholarsh ip-holders and all brilliant students come to the Calcutta 
colleges. Those who take up H(»nour8 migrate to (Calcutta, because 
many of the mufassal colleges have no arrangements for teaching 
honours in all subjects. Ili(h men’s sons, those who can afford to keep 
expensive tutors, migrate to (Calcutta, and only very poor students are 
left to feed the mufassiil <‘olleges. Therefore, the percentage of passes 
from a mufassal college must necessarily W lower than the I'ercentage 
of passes in the (hilcutia colleges, though I know there have been some 
private colleges in Cab utta which passed only 22 i)er cent, at the 
I. Sc. examination, when some mutassal c<dleges passed double that 
figure. Then Calcutta exercises a fatal attraction upon the student 
fommunitv, and the circumstance'^ iti which our students live in 
Calcutta have been painted in lurid colours in the repoi-t of the Sadler 
Commission. There are in Calcutta more than 10, (XK) mufassal 
students without the softening and corrective influences of home life, 
without a person who may be called even a distant relative or a 
guardian to guide them. There is no control over their action out of 
college hours, that is to say, the moral restraint of being observed by 
people know’ll to them if they do anything wrong, is absent here, but 
it is present in the mufassal. where the students live amongst their 
own jieople or live in hostels in their home districts. Then, there are 
the constant distraitions of Calcutta life which are fatal to the 
students’ work. Here they have the evening lectures in the Albert 
Hall, almost daily gatherings in the Shradhananda Park, processions 
in celebration of this martyr or that, and flag processions. Then the 
students are often invited in print to act as election agents for the 
political leaders, to arrange for meetings and to get up audiences at 
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them. In addition to these there are the seductive pleasures of 
Calcutta, many of which are absent in the muiassal. The inevitable 
consequence is that our Calcutta students have to make time to attend 
to every kind of lecture except their college lectures; in the course of 
political processions and meetings the college lectures and home study 
are crowded out. 

I invite the parents of students of Rengal to consider seriously 
whether these fatal tendencies should l>€ encouraged by further con- 
centrating the students in Calcutta. The mufassal colleges act as 
eome check on this evil. They enable the students living in the 
mufassal to get some kind, a fairly go<Hl kind, of higher tem hing, for 
students of mufassal colleges have often done marvellously well in the 
Iiiterme<liate and other examinations. It is, therefore, incorrect to 
say that the mufassal colleges are all rotten and the Government 
colleges in the mufassal deserve extinction. Should not rather the 
fatal attractions ot Cah iitta Ik* rediK’ed by providing in the mufassal 
the 8Uf>erior amenities and la'ttcr eipiipment w'hich Government 
<*olleges alone can sup])lyy Go^ernmellt ccdleges are there to prevent 
the students from lM*ing .sucked into the whirljKM)! of ('alcutta or 
forced to go uithout educatifui if they are poor. We must try to keep 
our students away fnim this life of constant agitation; otherwise, the 
consequences will he such as should be deplored by every father who 
has the well being oi his children in his heart. 

In coniHKtion with this mutter it has Ijeen specifically urged that 
the professors and the heads of (bnernment colleges act under a mis* 
taken sense of prestige and show a lack of sympathy towards the 
students. These are the very words used by Sir Nilratan to-day. If 
strikes by students had been the iiionofM)ly of Government colleges I 
(ould have undeistood that such a view w'as based upon fact, but what 
lia.s been the educational histoiy of Hengal during the past three yenrsP 
I’here have been strikes ncjt only in the much-maligned Government 
cfdleges, but also in private institutions like the City (College, the 
St. Xavier's ('ollege and the Scottish Chunhes College. The Sc’ottish 
Churches College represents the noble sacrifice of Scotsmen who have 
worked for over a <‘en1ury for the education in Rengal. It is now 
120 years since David Hare lived in our undst ; it is now just a c*eii- 
tuiy .since Dr. Alexander Duff opened his great College for our Iniys. 
The late Principal of this Scottish Churches College, Dr. James Watt, 
is only the last example of the Scotch educationists wdio have given of 
their best to Rengal. Rut what was the reward that Dr. W^att receiv- 
ed from our leaders for his 40 years* service to Rengali boys? No 
one has breathed a syllable against his character; nobody can suggest 
that Dr. Watt acted under a mistaken sense of prestige or had no 
sympathy with his students which are alleged by Sir Nilratan as the 
causes of students* strikes: and yet there was a strike against liim and 
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he WM how]e<1 (]owii in our nationalist press. I know from my position 
at the TTi»i\ersity at the time, that there was a crowd constantly 
posted in fi-ont of his (college to prevent the loyal students from 
getting in. At that time I was the executive head of the University, 
and I can tell you that the father of one of the students came and 
complained to me fhnt his .son in trying to enter the college for hia 
lectures was stabbed with a sharp steel pen and driven back from the 
college gate by the rowdy crowd. Can it be urged that Sr^ottish 
Churches (>)llege was given up to bureaucratic rule by a man like- Dr. 
Watt, who had devoted 40 years of his life to the w'elfare of the 
students of Bengal? 

Then take the case of the City College, the name of which is 
associated with the saintly diarac'ter of its Principal, Babu Heramba 
Chandra Muitra. Will it be argued for a moment that Principal 
Heramlm (^liandia Maitra acted under a mistaken sense of prestige or 
showed a lack of sympathy to the students? He the kindliesi and 
gentlest of men. The action taken by the authorities of the City 
(vollege against the lenders of the disorder was based upon a leport 
made by one of the professors who had overheard their convei>aficns. 

In a similar case, Mr, Mookerjee has recoiTui eude 1 that the l*ro- 
fessor of the Presidency (hdlege concerned should he given a high pc)st 
in the C. I. 1). I hope that my friend Mr. Syama Prasiul Mookerjee, 
when he has the power, will he consistent and appoint this professor 
<»f the (h‘ty (Vdlege also to the C. J. I), office in Kiysium Bow, and 
Sir Nilratan will throw the entii’e blame for the City College strike 
on its Principal Heramba Buhu, 

Next, take the (ase of the St. Xavier’s (\>llege. This college i» 
(issociated with sell-sacrifice in the cause of education for which the 
Jesuits are known all over the world. Their educational institutions 
are maintained in a high degree of efhciency in many places of India. 
Can it he said for a moment that Father Roelund or Father Crohan 
of this college acted undei* a misteken sense of prestige and thus pro- 
voked a strike amongst his students If that is not so. why should it 
he taken for graiited that the Principals of the iew Government 
colleges where there have Wn strikes of late acted as so 
many hureuucrntii tyrants and brought ahf>ut the strikes? I 
know’ that the last strike in the Presidency College, which 
has Wen ieferi*ed to by the previous speaker, was entirely organised 
by outside influence and conducted by grown up political leaders who 
ought to have known Wtter. These leaders kept themselves in the 
background ; they w’ere seen hovering about in their motor cars, coming 
here and going thece and sending the boys on to the firing line, if I 
may say so. A loyal .student of the Presidency College was actually 
assaulted. 1 know this Irom my personal experience because he com- 
plained to me that he w*anted to attend college, but on acctmnt of 
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brickbiits thrown at him he could not enter it. Can it theiefore be 
gaid with any degree of correctness that the students of the Presidency 
College disapproved of the conduct of their Principal? A lot of out- 
siders were brought in to ensure that the loyal students who formed 
the majority in that college would l>e forcibly prex^ented from going 
to their classes. From an enquirj' whidi I made at the time I found 
that the strike was engineered fiom outside, as the attendance at 
private colleges on that day was very thin, most of these colleges w*ere 
actually dosed and their Iwys were sent out by the leaders to conduct 
the campaign against the Presidency College. 

I call upon the fathers of our hoys to say whether they are going 
to lend their support to this ruinous |H>litical game. 1 deprecate any 
such policy because with it is connected the uplift of Bengal, with it 
is (onnected the culture of our country, and scientific resean*h ami 
original investigation into the past history of our country are condi- 
tional upon there being ordered progress in knowledge. Each gene- 
ration ought to advance beyond its pm-eding genenition and accjuii-e 
the knowledge gainere<l in the pa.st. But t<H> many senseless strikes 
of this nature are preventing our youths from gaining the rej|uisita 
knowledge. If they are subie<ted t(» constant ilistractiofjs, constant 
obstructions and disturbances, tiie political leaders may claim a vi( - 
tor>', but the net i-esult uill be that the students will be less prepared 
to face their life’s task and they >^ill gmw up into f<H)ls. Are we 
heading towuids such a downtall? Indian Swanij will not l>e fiwili- 
tatcd b> such strikes. 'I'he student.s who devote themselves to these 
strikes will in the end be unfit instruments for the service of their 
mothei country. 

Then. witl» regard to private iion-Government colleges in the 
mufassal I beg to point out that Ks. 1,29,0(M) wbicii is culled an Im- 
perial grant is paid every year b> Gf>veminent to these colleges for 
better equipment, library, laboratory', etr., and the college which Mr. 
J. L. Banuerjee represents gets Rs. 6,5()0 per annum. This is for 
ecjuipment. Then a little over a lakh of rupees is distributed every 
year by the Government of Bengal in aid of maintenance charges, to 
a number of non-Government ( olleges — 1 admit not to all but to a 
large iiumWr of them — and nearly all the laufaesal colleges get this 
aid. Palatial hostel buildings ba\e been supplied to furnie private 
colleges in Calcutta at Government expense. Mr. J. L. Bannerjee’a 
own college has l>een provided with a hostel, etc., which are the gift 
of the Government ot India, at the trifling c‘ost of over six hundred 
tfaoufiand rupees, yet he contends that Government have been blind to 
the interests, of the private colleges and have been partial in the dii- 
tnbution of patronage as between private coUegeai and State maintain- 
ed codleges. It is ime that in the mufnssaJ the private ccdleges labour 
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tinder a great handicap. But the abolition of the Government <*oileire8 
there will aggravate the educational evil of the oountiy tenfold and 
thereby prevent the furtherance of the culture of Bengal. 

Mr* W» Ca WORDSWORTHS I may perhaps usefully say a word 
about discipline in colleges. I shall be brief and, I hope, discreet. 
One of the troubles of the moment is that there are too many men in 
authority who trust in time of emergency to letters and circulars, too 
little to personal inHuenc e. I have read a considerable number of letters 
that have passed between different people in the college troubles that 
have marked the last two or three yc»ars. What happens w'ith some 
is that when trouble arises there is lacking the instinct to go and meet 
it. A Principal (not all Princ'ipals by any means but some Principals), 
instead of rushing to the trouble rushes to his room, takes up a piece of 
paper with the lion and uniconi on it and sits down to write a letter to 
the offending boy. Having read a (*ertniii number of letters of this kind 
and having had considerable experience in drafting Government letters 
I think T can rcH^-onstitute the sort of letter that would be written. He 
begins with writing in the left band corner the reference 2‘MhillV. B. D. 
He then proceeds (this I may say is a letter written by a 45-year old 
Principal to a HJ-year old first year student) : — 

“I have the honour to inform you that it has just come to my know- 
ledge that to-day the 15th instant at 11 a.ni. or thereabouts at or 
adjoining tbe N. E. corner of the college com[M)und you were heard 
to UAe language gravely derogatory to my position and dignity, to 
wit, that 1 am a silly ass or, in the alternative, an unintelligent 
donkey. I need hardly observe that to use this language of a revered 
teacher is not eTi joined bv the Sa.^tias. On the contrary it is my 
painful duly to remind you thjit in the most i-ecent recension of the 
Dharmusastra commonly culled the Indian Penal Code, by sections 
15, rend with and 39TZ taken with Privy Council Judgment 

of the 25rd June, 1877, it is a serious (>lTence punishable with fine 
or imprisfjiiment, whichever is less, to apply this term of contempt to 
any nieiiil>er of (he Indian Civil Service or to a member of any other 
superior service of ttot less than 20 years’ standing. 

In the circumstances, as 1 am entirely at a loss how to proceed in the 
matter, I must ask you to send me under, aflidnvit and in triplicate your 
version of the affair, for submission to the Governing Body, the Director 
of Public Instruction and the Member for Education. On receipt of 
instructions from the last montioiied 1 shall in due course communicate 
with you further. 

5-15 p.in. 

I may add that I am sending a copy of this letter to your guardian, 
with the request that he will take steps to ensure that you feel for your 
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Principal that respect, reverence and affection which are your duty as a 
student and whiclf you seem utterly unable to feel without external 
assistance. 


I have the honour to be. 

Yours obediently,** 


(Hear, hear.) 

After writinjj: that letter and seiidinjr it he jroes home to his lunch 
feeling that he has done a g(K)d day’s work. He has written a letter and 
he has met an emergency in that way. And what more can be. done? 
So the trouble continues. I have seen within the lust few days copy of 
a letter written by a Principal— or rather copy of a statement made by a 
Principal — to his own students with whom he was temporarily at vari- 
ance, that as he had already referred the matter to Writers’ Buildings, 
it would not be possible for him to listen to their apology or regret or 
take any steps at all to resume work until he had received instructions. 
Now, why has this state of affairs come about in the minds of certain 
inenP May f suggest that it can only be explained by <*ertain facta in 
the history of the Piducation Department running back over the last 
14 years. The beginning ot disaster was when my prede<‘essor at the 
Presidency Tollege was removed from his Principalship and made to 
leave India in humiliation. be<'uuse as a professional man he maintained 
that having been charged with resjumsibility he must be permitted to 
discharge it to the best of his ability and enlightenment. (Hear, hear). 
For that he was forced to retire. Of my immediate predecessor’s imme- 
diate successor 1 wish to say nothing. It might embarrass you to hear of 
his virtues as it would embarrass me tc» speak of his vices. But since lie 
was eliminated from the record there have been mysterious occurrences 
enough connected with the Presidency Tollege, and I am told with other 
colleges to strengthen old suspicio?i and esUihli.sh a belief that any man 
in responsible position who dare.s to behave as a professional man, who 
insists on being allowed to think for himself, and w'ho objects to being 
forced to take orders on minute ilelails from elsewhere, standN on hi» 
own dignity and principles at the risk of his career. That I think is the 
disaster of the present time. (Hear, hear.) You cannot damp the 
courage and resjionsibility of men year after year without something 
serious happening, and I would suggest to Oovernment that the only 
way of administering the Education Department is to choose men for 
high authority carefully, and to give them full scope to use their capa- 
cities in the positions to wdiich they are appointed. If they are not satis- 
factory, remowe them at once; but if they are satisfactory, trust them 
and be thankful that they are doing the work and not throwing it hai;k 
on Government’s shoulders. (Hear, hear.) (Cheers). 
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Or. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Mr. President, Sir, I 
think that Mr. Wordsworth has hit the nail right on tlfe head with regard 
to one aspect of the prohlein, but there is another aspect of the problem 
which I wish to emphasise in this connexion, and which is altogether for- 
gotton by most of those who have to deal with the difficult situations, 
created by students’ strikes. For instance, I was not at all surprised to 
hear Sir Jadunath Sarkar trying to shift the burden of responsibility 
for this state of affairs by suggesting that the students were at fault. 
Perhaps they were. I do not think that my friend, Mr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee, for one moment suggested that tlie students were in the right. 
And it is very probable that he, like myself, should think that even the 
initial blunder was on the side of the students. But that is not the ques- 
tion which we are discussing here. The question is whether the situa- 
tion which was created by, let us say, wrongful acts of the students or by 
machinations of outsiders, has been handled by those who were respon- 
sible for the maintenance of discipline in colleges and for the welfare 
of students in a manner in which it ought to have been handled. 

Sir, I am not speaking without some experience of these matters. 
I am not speaking as a politician or as an academic sttident of these 
affairs. 1 liave hinl to hamlle situations like this as the liead of a 
college at the time when the non-co-operation movement was at its 
height. Later on, I hud the experience, as tlie head of a large institu- 
tion of which the students were hv no means docile, of dealing with 
such situatiouH. And f think 1 may be trusted to speak with a certain 
amount of responsibility in the matter. I submit, Sir, that one of the 
reasons why these strikes take place, and the reason why they grow to 
such proportions, is the reason which has been suggested by Mr. 
Wordsworth. It is that the Principal of a college, when there is 
trouble, does m»t go out and meet the situation as a Prin( ipal ought to 
meet it. He contents hiin.self with confining himself to a room and 
writing a letter or despatch, as suggested by Mr. Wordsworth. If 
Principals of colleges, heads of educational institutions and teachers 
knew that it was their duty — it was their function — not merely to lecture 
to the students for a certain number of hours, not merely to send up to 
the Director of Public Instnictiou a specified number of reports and 
returns, but to enter into the life of their students by becoming their 
friend, philosopher and guide, if they realised that situations like those 
which had arisen in the Calcutta colleges — I do not make any distinction 
in this respect between Government colleges and nou-Oovernment 
colleges, a distinction on which Sir Jadiinoth laid .so much stress — could 
l)e dealt with by a sympathetic understanding and a feeling of com- 
monness between Principals and professors of I'olleges and the student#, 
then these things would not have taken place. We, Sir, are familiar 
with another atmosphere, and it strikes us that the atmosphere which 
we have had at Dacca is far better than the atmosphere which 
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we have i« the Calcutta colleK^s. There, at any rate, the teachers and 
atndent# have }?ot so much sympathy with one another — they mix so 
freely with one another — that there cannot he room for any misunder* 
standing. And a tactful Principal can tide over the worst difficulties 
without raising the smallest flutter in the public press. 

Sir, I am speaking of a time when the late Chithiranjan Das and 
Mahatma Gandhi went to Du(‘ca, when non-co-o|>eration was at its height. 
The students refused to attend on the Spe<»ch Day, presided over by the 
Governor, and the next day the students of the Dacca Law College did 
not go to their classes. A capital situation might have been created 
out of that. It might have led to a strike of all the students in Dacca, 
if at that moment we had lost our heads. But we did not. For one day 
no classes w(ye held; on the second day the students were standing out ; 
on the third day they came in to my classes, and that was because 1 did 
not trouble about iron discipline. I talked straight to them. 

Sir, I am very loath to speak about my personal experiences in this 
way, but there are times when the.se must be told. And 1 must say that 
the experience which I had then and later on entitles me to say that so 
long as you let the students understand that you are their friend, that 
you will treat them sympntheticnlly even if they do wrong, that you 
will protect them even if you may reprove them — if you <Teate this 
friendly atmo.sphere — strikes in (‘olleges would be absolutely impossible. 

Sir, 1 must, I think, refer to another t*xperience of mine. A strike 
occurs sometimes because the Principal of a college has punished a single 
student tor a real or imaginary wrong. As a matter of fact, in some of 
the cases I know that the students were punished for wrongs which they 
actually committed, and forthwith the students went on strike. But I 
rusticated a boy from my Hall and not a word w'as said against me: on 
the contrary, the students sympathised with me. And whyP Because 
the fundamental principle which I inculcated on my students there was 
that I was not myself going to keep discipline in my Hall, but I expected 
them to maintain it. No discipline is worth having if it is not founded 
upon one’s own self-di.scipline. The students responded to my <‘all mag- 
nificently. They did excellently, and so far as my experience of that 
TTniversity goes, neither I nor any other authority had any reason to 
regret the step. The remedy lies, Sir, not in mutual recrimination, not 
in trying to shift all your responsibility on the head of this, that, or any 
other person, but in realising the truth of the principle that you are to act 
as their friend, philosopher end guide— not as their task-masters, not as 
alave-drivers. If there is this change in outlook and if opportunities are 
created for the teachers and the students to mix with one another—I 
regret to say that there is a total absence of any effort in this direction in 
Calcutta — ^if opportunities are created for the Principal to know hit 
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itudentu and for making the students feel that he is their friend and pro» 
tector, I think the whole trouble will disappear. What do we find how» 
ever when sueh trouble arises? At once the matter goes up to the 
highest rung of the ladder. It is no longer in the hands of the Principal. 
Even the Governing Bod\^ of a college, I understand, in a recent instance, 
was powerless to settle the strike on the basis of an honourable under- 
standing. The Principal professes to be powerless : so Government must 
be moved. That is not the way to maintain discipline, and it is because 
of this that most of tlie troubles arise. 

Sir, before I sit down I shall say only a word or two with regard to the 
other motion to which Sir Jadunath Sarkar attempted to give an answer. 
He proceeded to draw gruesome pictures of the disaster which must be- 
fall this country once the colleges are deproviucialised. 

Sir JADUNATH SARKAR: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
I did not say at all that the deprovincialisation of the colleges is a policy 
which will have disastrous consecjuences, or that Bengali culture will 
disappear as a result of deprovincialisation. I simply said that if 
students’ strikes are engineered by grown-up people who ought to know 
better, that would be the result. 


5-30 p.m. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I nni exactly going to 
deal with that matter. He thinks that if the mufassnl colleges are depro- 
vincialised, they must necessarily disappear and all dis('ontent must 
necessarily follow. It is very difficult for me to imagine that Sir Jadu- 
nath Sarkar could not understand the meaning of the proposition for 
deprovincialisation and thought that it suggested that all support to 
these colleges must l>e stopped. That w’us not the idea of the mover of 
the motion. What the proposal means is this, that the responsibilities 
for the colleges as a whole should be transferred from the provincial 
Government to 8t)niebody else, not that funds should not be provided for 
the purpose but Utat funds should he made available for equitable dis- 
tribution to all educational institutions, and not merely the funds which 
we can find at the present day, but as much funds as we can get hold of 
for the pur|>oses of Government and non-Govemment colleges without 
distinction. I should not be prepared to deprive even the Government 
colleges. We want more money for the purpose of spending for the 
colleges, but not on the present basis of departmenbil expenditure on 
Government colleges on lines on which such a magnifi(‘ent iram of 
Rs. 6,000 a year i(f grunted to u college which, according to Sir Jadu- 
nath Sarkar, has deserved so well of the country as the one founded by 
Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar. We do not want that. We want a much 
more generous policy, a policy which will be shorn of all the prejudices 
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of departmentalism. All the money should be made available for the 
benefit of edueational institutions. I think that is the principle which 
is indicated in the motion. Althoujrh I do not say that I accept the 
policy, I say that it is u policy which is well w^orth considering. I hope 
the Hon'ble Minister will not say anything in reply to the motion which 
will shut out consideration of this |>oIicy altogether. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. d. Dash): Sir, I rise to offer some explanation in reply to 
certain motions by stating facts which are specially within my know- 
ledge. The first motioTi which I projKise to deal with is that of Khan 
Bahadur Muulvi Axizul TIaquc (No. 297) in which he moved a cut to 
draw attention to the failure to reorganise the superior educational 
services. The Khan Bahadur has in the course of his remarks observed 
that there has been a delay of five or six years, and he later increased 
that period to seven or eight years. Sir, I hope to convince you and 
this Council that in the first place the delay is not appreciable: it i» 
certainly not so much as said by the Khan Bahadur. In tlie second 
place, 1 hope to show’ that the delay which has occurred is nevitablc 
and also that it has done no appreciable harm. The difficulty in the wa 
of reorganisation of these services is. I think, iH»cuIiar to the Ivducation 
Department, and the reason is the variety of the posts which have to be 
dealt with, and w hich have to be im hided in one uniform service wit*, 
uniform conditions. These posts are about (U) in number and there are 
posts for men, jxists for women, some administrative posts and many 
teaching posts for teaching various subjects, and I can assure Mie House 
that to devise uniform terms for the service comprising these divers© 
l> 08 t 8 is a task of considerable difficulty. The .solution of this problem 
really began in 1927, when orders from the Government of India were 
received by this Government. These orders gave particulars of the 
principles which would govern the structure of the new service, and th© 
principles which were laid down for the protection of the rights of the 
existing Indian Educational .Service officers. I have stated this fact, 
because I wish to disprove in the first place the contention of the Khan 
Bahadur that six or seven years rising to eight years has been the delay. 
The delay cannot exceed three years, because the instructions on which 
we were tx) act were only received in 1927. No further appreciable pro- 
gress could be made until the end of the year 1927, when a conference 
between provincial representatives was held at Dacce in order to deter- 
mine the general outline of the terms of pay which should suit not only 
this province but similar services in other provinces. It was, therefore, 
not possible till 1928 to proceed with the detailed work required, and in 
1928 a decision was reached on rates of pay and other important matters 
connected with this service. In 1929 further progress was made, and 
it is expected that very soon a complete scheme will be ready. I wish. 
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1>6fore leaving’ thie raotiou, to point out that very little administrative 
inconvenience has been caused on account of the failure to constitute this 
new service up to the present. As vacancies occur in the Indian EducU' 
tional Service, they are filled either by temporary promotion of officers 
from the llejifral Ediuational Service or by the creation of temporary 
posts to which as far as possible the f’onditions determined for the new 
service arc made to apply. Such arrangements render it convenient and 
poHsit»le, when ttie new service will be created, to draw the officers from 
these temj)orarv iM)sts into it, if it is found expedient. I submit, there- 
fore, that very little inconvenience has been caused by the delay, and the 
delay wliich lias actually oc(‘urred has been unavoidable. The file has 
caused everybody a great deal of work and I feel certain that everybody 
who lias noted on it would claim that there w’ould liave been no delay 
at all, if all their recommendations had been accepted. 

I now pass on to motion of Mr. S. K. Hoy where the question has 
been raised about the foumlation given by Kumar Basanta Kumar Roy 
of Dighupatiya for starting agricultural classes in connection with the 
Rajshubi College. The difficulty in this case is that a becjuest has been 
■offered to Government on certain terms, and these terms recjuire that 
Government should abandon a definite policy that liad already been 
accepted, tlial is to say, the will requires, or at any rate one of the clauses 
of the will requires, tliat agricultural (’lasses should be opened in con- 
nection with the Rajshahi College. It has been the decision of Govern- 
ment that if any agricultural cln.sses are to be started, they should be 
first started in connection with agricultural activities at Dacca. This 
difficulty has so far prevented Government from accepting the bequest, 
because tlie trustees are unwilling to allow Government to proceed to 
oarry out the second and third (‘lauses of the will and insist that the 
first clause should be adhered to, because they feel that adlierence to that 
clause would more closely correspond to the wislies of the deceased. This 
department have fully recognised that, if possible, some agreement should 
be sought, and at present as the case stands, it is with the Principal of 
the college, who has been requested to see if he can devise a scheme in 
consultation with the trustees which will be in conformity with Govern- 
ment’s policy. I have discussed the matter with the mover of this 
motion, and 1 linve assured him that every effort would l>e made to devise 
a scheme, and the assistaiu e of the Director of Agriculture w ill be avail- 
able, if the Principal so de.sires it, in order to work out the scheme, and 
I hope he will not press the motion in view of the diligent attempts which 
are being made to work out a scheme which will be in conformity with 
his wishes and wull yet enable Government to adhere to their policy. 

Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy has also raised the question of increased fees 
in the Rajshahi College* In this connection I .would point out that the 
acheme for teaching botany up to the I. Sc. standard in the Rajshahi 
College is part of one scheme with which is connected the schema for 
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raising fees. The question of raising fees in the Rajshahi College has 
been under consideration for a very considerable time, and for some time 
the rates there were allowed to be very mucli lower than in other colleges. 
But the question of fee rates had to bo considered on a provincial basis, 
and it was found that this anomaly at Rajshahi had produced difficulties 
in other colleges which depend to u great extent on fee rates. For this 
reason it has been proiK)sed in this instance to raise the fees, and I may 
point out that owing to the shortage of funds it has not been possible 
to put forward a scheme for teaching botany up to the I. Sc. standard in 
this college, unless there is a corresponding iiu‘ome to be derived from 
some source or other. The rates of fws proposed, I admit, will give an 
income of Rs. 4,000 in excess of the ac^tual expenditure to be incurred 
on account of the proposed course in botany, and in this connection 1 
may point out that it is not reasonable to increase fees less tliaii the pro- 
posed amount, because the objec't is to level up fees throughout the pro- 
vince in colleges for this particular science class. I assure the member 
who moved tliis motion that every consideration would be given in future 
schemes to the fact that not only in the past the expenditure in this 
college was much less than in other colleges and that many benefactions 
had been given to this (ollegc*, but also to the fact that in this parti- 
cular case fees have been raised for teaching botany up to the I. Sc. 
standard and a profit is exi)e<‘ted on its working. 

0-4') p.m. 

I hope, therefore, that the movei will not press this motion and jeo- 
pardise the c hance of increasing teac hing fac*ilitic»s in botany whict will 
be available by these classes up to the I. Sc. standard and join me in 
hoping that in future it will be possible to extend the teac hing on the 
subject to higher classes. 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: In view of the assurances given I beg 
to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not at this stage, vou should do so when we 
come to your motion. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON; On a point of order, Sir. May I «eek for 
a little more consideration for the ordinary member who is trying to 
follow the debate. Personally my mental digestion is quite incapable 
of following the discussion of so many diverse subjects. May I plead 
that in the rest of the budget discussion we may not have ice-cream, 
curry and rice and everything mixed together. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is no doubt one side of the picture, but 
there is another side of it to which I might draw your attention. If I 
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ruled that one motion should be discussed at a time and no other relevant 
motion would be allowed to be taken up till the former has been disposed 
of, the result might be that all the time that is available under the time- 
table, or a considerable portion of it, may be devoted to that one subject, 
because it is not in the power of the Chair to stop members of the House 
if they want to speak on tlie subject. On the other hand, the Hon’ble 
Member or Minister in charge of the Department concerned, as the case 
may be, shall have to unnecessarily make many speeches. The result 
might be that instead of various motions being placed before the House 
by the movers thereof, only one or a few will be opened for discussion. 
But I will remember your request on occasions where it might be help- 
ful. 


MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (TRANS* 
F ERR ED) (tho Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin) : Sir, in respect of 
motion No. 291 which was moved by Mr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee I 
would like to say that Government has alw'ays sympathetically consi- 
dered the claims of the Calcutta University and always helped it when 
it came forward with request for financial assistance and it is incorrect to 
tliink that the attitude of the Government towards the Calcutta Uni- 
versity is anything but sympathetic. As a matter of fact we are always 
ready to help the University, but the only thing that we want is that 
the Calcutta University must make out a good case for the proposals that 
it submits before Government. I do not think that Government can 
agree to the Calcutla TTniversity appearing in the roll of Cmsar^s wife 
and sanction whatever sums of money it wants without examining the 
proposals in detail. As far ns the temporary grunt question is concerned 
I have already said, in the course of the budget discussion, tlint the case 
is being examined. We wrote to the University for further details and 
the reply from the University reached us only a few da>s ago. It is 
being examined and after w'e have decided what the amount should be 
for 19d0-dl steps will be taken to come forward with a proposal for supple- 
mentary grant. 

As regards tbe question of permanent grant the University Re-orga- 
nisation Committee’s Report has not reached us yet. It is now being 
considered by the University. After it has been considered and sent to 
us we will be in a position to decide what to do. At the present moment 
it is difficult for us to make any definite statement on that question. 

We have already provided Rs. d lakhs in the budget for the Calcutta 
University. The question l>etween the University and the Government 
is one regarding an additional claim of Rs. 2,2o,000. According to tba 
agreement made five years ago tbe University accepted Rs. 3 lakhs for 
five years and Mr. Mookerjee has pointed out, in his speech, that tbe 
University has carried on for five years without any deficit. So 



1930,3 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS, 


499 


Re. 2|2&,000 looks rather a large sum for one year. It is not apparent 
why so large a sum should be wanted by the University immediately and 
that is the reason why we are examining the proposal in detail. I hope 
that in view of this assurance the motion will be withdrawn. 

The next motion (No. 294) was moved by Mr. Jatindralal Banner jee. 
I am sure it is difficult to understand how Mr. Bannerjee, an educationist 
and a well informed person, has made such a fmix pas as to consider that 
the Muslim Hall is a Hall of amusement. I am sure he knows that in a 
residential University, Colleges are often called Halls. For instance, 
the Trinity Hall in Cambridge i.s a full-fledged college but is called a 
Hall. Sir, the arguments in support of his motion were well met in this 
Council by Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Mr. Rahman and others. I think it 
is hardly necessary for me to add anything beyond what they have said. 
There is one thing, however, that I would like to say in this connection. 
There is a general idea of distrust and suspicion about the Dacca Uni- 
versity. The Dacca University is entirely different from the 
Calcutta University — one being residential and the other 
an affiliating ITniversity responsible for Matriculation, Inter- 
mediate, and B.A. Examinations. It cannot be denied that 
in a province like Bengal there is room for two Universities. I 
would request the members of this (\)uncil to visit the Dacca University 
whenever possible and see how the work is being carried on there. It 
has got splendid opportunities, a fine staff, and a new system of impart- 
ing education in the shape of Residential University and Tutorial classet 
which are not to be found in many places in India. I am sure a visit tc 
Dacca will change the views of a large number of people in this Council 
as to the work that is being done by the University. 

Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble 

Minister if he has ever visited the Calcutta University ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDOIN: I may say that I have 
attended the convocation of the Calcutta University. 

The next point I would like to reply to is the question of deprovin- 
cialisation of Government arts colleges. The main argument that has 
been put forward in support of deprovincialisation is based on the fact 
that if the Government colleges are deprovincialised the savings effected 
may be utilised for giving more grants to the aided and private colleges. 
That is theoretically quite true, but if we examine the proposal in detail 
it will be found that the main cause of the very large expenditure in 
Glovemment colleges is on account of salaries that are being paid to 
[eoturers and professors. On the other hand in private colleges the 
»cale of salary is very low. I believe the average given by Mr. datindra- 
ial Bannerjee or some other speaker was Rs. 138 per teacher. We 
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claim that we are not payinK too much to teachers of GoTemment arte 
collef^ee. On the other hand there is a demand that the scale of salary 
in non -Government collejres should be raised. So if we deprovincialise 
there will he no apprec iable saving for at least ten years because those 
people who aie already in seivice have got to be paid on the same scale 
of pay which they are drawing now and will draw till they retire. So 
actually the saving on the part of Government by deprovincialisation will 
be infinitely small for the next ten years. On the other hand if we 
deprovincialise and do not give increased grants to aided colleges then 
there will be an outcry and (jovernment will be severely criticised. 
According to the present financ ial position, for at least two years more it 
cannot be conceived that any very substantial aid c*an be given to aided 
colleges. Thorefcire, the move for deprovincialisation is, I think, 
extremely inadvisable. 

As regards the polic^y of doing away with (Toverament colleges — that 
question has Wen dealt with both by Klmn Bahadur Maulvi Azizul 
Haque and Sir Jadunoth Sarkar. I think the points raised in their 
speechc^s are important and rcMpiire deep consideration. It will not be 
possible for Government to lightly pass them over, first tliere is the 
practical disadvantage and second tliere is the interest of the people 
who will be affec ted on account of deprovincialisation of Government 
arts colleges. Therefore we cannot accept the idea of deprovincialisa- 
tion. 

[Here the time-limit under the head ^‘-11. — Education (Transferred)” 
having been ivached the Ilonlde Minister resumed his seat.] 

The following motion of Mr. Syumaprascul Mookerjee was, by leave 
of the rouncil, withdrawn : — 

‘‘That the demand of lls. 4,4d,7d4 under the head ‘31A. — Education 
(TronsferrcMl ) — Fniversity — (Calcutta University’ be reduc'ed by Re. 1.” 

The following mcTTions were then put and lost : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 4,30,000 under the head ‘31A. — Education 
(Transferred) (Dacca University)’ be reduced by Rs. 3,90,000.” 

“Tliat the demand of Rs. 4,30,(K)0 under the head ‘31 A. — Education 
(Transferred) — University (non-recurring grants to the Dac^a Univer- 
sity)’ be reduced by Rs, 100 (to ask whether the Government proposes 
to hand over the balance of the money received from the Imperial Govern- 
ment to the authorities of the Dacca University to constitute a fund for 
its future development).” 

“That the demand of Rs. 11,11,200 under the head ‘3IA. — Education 
(Transferred) — ^Univeroity — Government Arts Collies — Teaching Staff* 
be reduced by Rs. 200 (for the failure to reorganise the Superior Ednoa- 
tienal Services).’* 
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“That the demand of Rs. 10,000 under the head ‘31A.—Education 
(Transferred ) — University — Government Arts Collefres — Boarding 
Charges* be reduced by Rs. 100 <for failure of Government to provide 
Hostel accommodation for Mussalraan students in all Government Art* 
Colleges).** 


C p.m. 

The following motion of Mr. Sarat Kumar Itov was, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn: — 

“That the demand ot Ks. 9,128 under the head **ilA. — Education 
(Transferred) — T’niversity — (jovernment Arts Colleges — Provision for 
the affiliation of the Hajshahi Collegt* in Botany uj) to the I. Sc. standard* 
he reduced hy lie. I (to raise a discussion on the Kumar Basunta Kumar 
Ray of Dighapatia foundation for starting Agri< ultural classes in con- 
nection with the Hajshahi College and on the policy of Government 
regarding the same College).’* 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

“That the demand of Hs. 14,8o,(KK) under the head ‘81 A. — Education 
(Transferred) — University — Government Arts (‘olleges* he reduced hy 
Rs. 8,000 (to raise a protest against tlie scheme for raising the fee rates 
in the Science classes of tlie Rajshahi (\)llege).’’ 

“That the demand of Rs. 14,8'»,000 under the head ‘81 A. — Education 
(Transferred) ((iovern merit Arts Ctdleges C he reduced hy Rs. HK) (to- 
raise a discussion on the necessity at otherwise of having Government 
Arts Colleges I.” 

“That the demand of Rs. 14,8o,(M)0 under the head ‘8»1 A. — Education 
(Transferred) — X’niversity — (iovernment Arts Colleges’ he reduced hy 
Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about the policy of fiovernment towards 
higher education and the inadequacy of grants towards private colleges).’’ 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 14,85,000 under the head “81A. 
— Education (Transferred) — X'niversity — (government Arts (’olleges** 
be reduced hy Re. 1 was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


MViwI OTUnfIMiMffW* 

All, llaiitvi HMMm. 

■alMli, Itattivi Sytd Majid. 
SAAtrll, Mr. e. 

■••tt Mr. Nartndra Kumar. 

SiM^ Mr. t. M. 

OwtttrlM, Mr. a. C. 
dwtidliiiri, Wku Kitlidri Mdfmn. 
OiHUNNiuri, Dr. ddfandra CIMfidru. 
O iM iu MKirt, Mamvl Ai i t raf ud dl i i . 
eimuiiiiiry, Maulvi Mural AStar. 
CtaMMury, Hajt Sadi Alwnd. 


Oat, Mai Saliadur Kamini Kumar. 
Faifultali, Mauivi MuAairaiad. 

SltdM, Dr. Amulya Mataa. 

Oulia, Satou Frafulla Kuaiar. 

NatiMmy, Mauivi tyad dalaluddin. 

Naaa«t Mali laidadul. 

MMaNi, NawaS MaaSarraf, KSaa Maliadiir. 
Hwmmin, Maulvl MuSammad. 

Hua, Kkaa taSib Mauivi Sailui. 

Nubr Mr* A. K. Faif.ui. 

Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 

Kfuui, Mauivi TuuHiuddiau 
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UU MiilMiimMtf, HaJI. 

Mitrft, BftbM tartt Chandra. 

Maaharjta, Mr. lyamapratad. 

Paddar, Sath Humimaii hraMd. 

Ral Mahatai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray Obaardhury, Babu tatlab Chandra. 
Raut, labH Haaani. 

Ray, Babii tatyandra Nath. 

Ray, Maharaja Jagadlah Nath, af DInaJpur. 
Ray, Mr. tallatwar Singh. 


Ray, Mr. Sarat Knmar. 

Ray, Mr. ihanti Shahhararaar. 

Ray Chaudhiif i, Babw Ham Chandra, 
•ahana, Rahn iatya Kinfcar. 
iamad, Maulvl Abdna. 

•an Gupta, Or. Naraah Chandra. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

•inha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
at Naahipur. 


MOES. 


Bai, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Banarji, Rai Bahadur Kathab Chandra. 
Caaaalla, Mr. A. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Nalliur 
Rahman. 

Ohawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Chanl. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Caapar, Mr. C. 0. 

Oaln, Mr. a R. 

Oaa, Mibu Satyandra Kumar. 

Oath, Mr. A. 4. 

Baaaan, Mr. Q. A. 

Faropul, tha Han'bla Khan Bahadur 
K. 0. M. 

Qanguli, Rai Sahib Suail Kumar. 

Ohath, Mr. M. C. 

Qhoah, Rai Bahadur Shathanka Kumar. 
Ohutnavi, tha Han’bla Alhadj Sir 
Abdalkarim. 

Qumar, Mr. 0. W. 

Habibultah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Hagg. Mr. a. P. 

Hutaain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Kaaam, Maulvl Abui. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muatiam Ali. 


Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman 
Marr, tha Han'bla Mr. A. 

Mittar tha Han'bla Sir Pravaah Chundar. 
Mabany, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

MuHiak, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Naximuddin. tha Han'bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Pinnall, Mr. L. Q. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Maulvi Axixur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 

Ray, tha Han'bla Kumar Shib Shakhar- 
atwar. 

Raaa, Mr. B. F. 

Ruahfarth, Mr. F. V. 

Sarkar, Ral Sahib Rabatl Mahan, 
ttaplatan, Mr. H. E. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Staan, Lt-Cal. H. B. 

Stavant, Mr. H. S. E. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 

Wordtwarth, Mr. W. C. 


Iho Ayt»8 boiiijf 42 and the Noes 45 tJie motion was lost. 

J he motion that a sum of Ks. 1,24,00, (MM) he jfranted for expenditure 
umler tlie head dl. — Edueuiion (Transferred)’’ was then put and agreed 


The time-limit having been reached the following motions under 
the head “01.— Education (Transferred)" were not put: — 

Babu NARBMORA KUMAR BA8U: “That the demand of 

Bs. 14,85,()(X) umler the head ‘01 A.— Education (Transferred)— Univer- 
sity— Government Arts Colleges’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: “That the demand of 

Rs, 3,52,000 under the head ‘31 A. — Education (Transferred) — 
Recurring grants to non-Oovemment Arts Colleges’ he reduced by 
Rs. 1,76,000.’’ 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE* “That the demand of 

Rs, 3,52,000 under head ‘31A. — Education (Transferred) (recurring 
grants to non -Government Arts Colleges)’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
discuss the principle guiding the distribution of such grants).*’ 
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tdNl JITEMORALAL BANNERilEE: the demand of 

Rs. 4^20,000 under the head ‘31 A. — Education (Transferred) (Grants 
to non-Governnient Arts Colleges)* be reduced by Rs. 13,476,** 

Or. Sir NILRATAN 8ARCAR: “That the demand of Rs. 4,20,000 
xiuder the head ‘31A. — Education (Transferred) — Grants to non-Gov- 
ernment Arts Colleges' be reduced by Re. 1.*’ 

Rai 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI BahMiur: “That the 
demand of Rs. 31,95,000 under the head ‘31 A. — Education (Trans- 
ferred) — Fuiversity’ be redio'cd by Its. KK).” 

Mauivi ASHRAFUDDIN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 31,95,000 under the head ‘31 A. — Education (Transferred) — Fni- 
Tersity’ be reduced by Re. l.“ 

Mauivi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 10,70,000 
under the head ‘3111. — Education (Transferred) — Secondary — Pay of 
officers’ be reduced by Us. 1,0(K) (to express di.ssat isfaction at the failure 
of the Government to establish a High School in Calcutta for the educa- 
tion of Muslim girls).” 

Mtulvi ABDUL KARIM: “That the demand of Us. 10,70,tK)0 under 
the head ‘31B. — Education (Transferred) — Pay of officers’ be reduced 
by Us. 5 (to raise (luestion of deprovincialisation of Government 
Secondary Schools, so that funds may be available for giving adequate 
grants to non-Goveniment Secondary Schools).” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: “That the demand of 
Us. 13,44,013 under the head ‘31 B. — Education (Transferred) — Govern- 
ment Secondary S<‘hools’ l>e reduced by Rs. 190.” 

Dr. 8ir NILRATAN 8ARCAR: “That the demand of lU. 13,45,000 
under the head ‘31 B. — Education (Tran.sferred)- -Government Secondary 
Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Khan Bahadur Maulri AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 11,430 under the head ‘31B. — Education — Secfmdary School grant 
to Bandar High English School’ be reduced by Rs. 30 (to inquire into 
the policy in the distribution of such grants).” 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: “That the demand of Rs. 1,825 under 
the head ‘31 B. — ^Education (Transferred) — Secondar>^ — Grants to non- 
Government Secondary Schools — Grant to the Boalia Mission Girls* 
School at Rhjshahi towards the purchase of a motor bus* be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the desirability of giving similar grants 
to the sister institution, Raja P. N. Ray Girls* School at Rajshahi).*’ 
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llTi W. 0. WORDfWQRTHt **Tbat the Koyision of Re. 15,77,000 
tuder the head *31B. — Direct grant to non-Govemment Secondary 
Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to ask for information about future policy 
regarding non-Government girls’ schools).” 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: ”That the demand of Rs. 15,77,000 under 
the head ‘31 R. — Education (Transferred) — Secondary— Direct grants to 
rion-Governnient Secondary Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw atten- 
tion to the inadequacy of provision for the education of Muslim girls).” 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: “That the demand for 
its. 15, 77, IKK) under the head ‘31. — Education™ Secondary’ — Direct 
grants to non-Governinent Secondary Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
raise a discussion on the jKdicy of Government regarding the insufficient 
allotment).” 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN 8ARCAR: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 15,77,000 
under the head ‘31 R. — Education (Transferred) — Direct grants t(r non- 
G(»vernment Secondary Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 29,22,000 under the 
head ‘31R. — Education (Transferred) — Secondary’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(^o raise the (juestion of the policy of the education tor females).” 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 29,22,000 under tlie hetul ‘31R. — Education (Ti-ansferred) — Secondary 
S(*h<)ols’ be reduced by Re, 1.” 

Mauivi A8HRAFUDDiN CHAUDHURI: ‘ That the demand of 
Its. 29,22, IKK) under the head ‘31 R. — Education (Tr-ansferred) — Second- 
ary’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs, 15.500 under the head *31C. — Education — Primary Schools — aa 
grant to Widows’ Home, Dacca* he refused.” 

Khan lahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 13,212 under the head ‘3ir. — Education (Transferred) — Primary 
Schools — Grant to Chetla Girls’ School' l)e refused.” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08H: “That the .demand of Rs. 4,:i3,00a 
under the head ‘3 1C. — Primary’ Education — Direct grants io non-Gov- 
ernment Primary Schools’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSH r That the demand of Rs. 22,88,(K)0 
under the head ‘31C. — ^Primary Education — Grants to local bodies’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (on the ground that this Council considers that 
this sum is quite inadequate for the purposes of imparting primary 
education to the village boys and girls of Bengal especially of Howrah 
and for not providing and granting aids for the establishment and 
improvement of the girls’ schools of Howrah and Bally).” 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 22,88,(W)0 under the head ‘dlC.- Education (Transferred) — Primary 
— Grants to Local Bodies for Primary Education’ be reduced by Rs. 5 
(to di8cus.s the general policy in regard to the grants to the local bodies 
for Primary Education).” 

MiUlvi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: “That the demand of 
Rs. 22,88,(K)0 under the head ‘dlC. — Education (Transferred) — Gnuits 
to Local Bodies for Primary Education' be reduced by Re. 1 (insuftici- 
ency of the grant and policy).” 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: “That the demand of Rs. 22.88,000 
under the liead ‘dlC. Education (Transferred) — Primary — Grants to 
Local Bodies for Primary Education’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the inadequacy of the grant).” 

Kali EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 22,88,000 
under the head ‘dlC. — h^lucation (Transferred) — Primary — Grants to 
local Bodies for Primary Education’ be reduced by Re. 1 (inade()tiacy 
of grant).” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 27,29,(K)0 
under the head ‘31C. — Education (Transferred) — Primary* Im* reduced 
by Rs. 1,(XK) (to disapprove of tlie delay in introducing Free and Primary 
Education in the Province).” 

Ml. P, N. CUHA: “That the demand of Rs. 27,29,(KK) under the 
head *310. — Education (Transferred) — Primary’ be reduc<*d by R«. 100 
(to raise a dituussion about the policy of Primary Education).” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 27,29,000 
under the head ‘310. — Education (Transferred) — Primary’ be reduced 
bj Rs. 100 (to criticise the curriculum of studies in vogue in primary 
schools).” 

Mffitivi ABDUL KARIM: “That the demand of Rs. 27,29,0(K) under 
the head ‘310. — Education (Transferred) — Primary’ 1 m» reduced by 
Rs. 5 (to discuss the delay in introducing free and compulsory Primary 
Education).” 
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Kaii EMOADUL HOQUE: *'That the demand of Re. 27,29,000 
vnder the head ‘31C.— Education (Transferred) — Primary* be reduced 
by Re. ] (apathy in matter of primary education and primary school 
teachers). " 

Khifi SRhib Maulvi MUAZZAM ALI KHANS ‘That the demand 
of Its. 27,29,000 under the head ‘31C. — Education (Transferred) — 
Primary’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the attitude of 
Government towards Primary Education and to press for the introduction 
of free and compulsory Primary Education at an early date).” 

Maulvi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That the demand of 
Rs. 27,29,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred) — Primary’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (unsatisfactory policy towards introduction of 
Primary Education and the inadequacy of grants).” 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: That the demand of 
Tls. 27,29,000 under the head ‘31 C. — Education (Transferred) — 
Primary Education’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Dr. 8ir NILRATAN 8ARCAR: “That the demand of Rs. 27,29,000 
binder the head ‘31C. — Education (Transferred) — Primarv’ be reduced 
hy Re. 1.” 

Maulvi A8HRAFUDDIN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 27,29,000 under the head ‘310. — Education (Transfened) — Primary' 
be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Mr. 8. M. B08E; “That the demand of Rs. 1,91,000 under the head 
’‘31D. — Education (Transferred) — Special — Training Schools’ be reduced 
by Rs, 10 (to discuss the policy of Government regarding women’s tiyiin- 
ing schools and colleges).” 

Maulvi TAMilUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 4,19,000 
tinder the head ‘31D, — Education (Transfemnl) — Special — Guru-Train- 
ing Schools’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the inadequacy 
x)f the provision for training teachers for the large number of muktaba 
in the Province).” 

Maulvi TAMiZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 1,42,000 
under the head ‘31D. — Education (Transferred) — Special — Madraa- 
«ahs — Pay of Principal and other Teaching Staff’ be reduced by R«. 100 
•(on the ground that the Principal of the Calcutta Madrassah failed to 
•spend the money allotted in the current year’s budget for the Moslem 
Institute, Calcutta).” 
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iiiVlYi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: '^That the demand of 
Ra. 1,42,000 under the head %31D. — Education (Transferred) — Special — 
Madraeaah — Pay of Officers* be reduced by Rs. 100 (as a protest afrainst 
the Principal, Calcutta Madrassah, and ejt-officio President of the 
Moslem Institute, for allowing? the provision made in the last Budget 
for the construction of the Moslem Institute Building in Calcutta to 
lapse).” 

Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: ^^That the demand of Us. 1,42,000 under 
the head *31D. — Education (Transferred) — Special Madrassahs — Pay of 
Officers’ be reduced by Rs. 5 (to discuss the defects in the administra- 
tion of the Calcutta Madrassah and the desirability of amalgamating 
the post of the Principal with that of the Islamia College).” 

Mauivi A8HRAFUDDIN CHAUDHURI: ”That the demand of 
Rs. 1,86,000 under the head ‘311). — Education (Transferred) — S|iecial 
Madrassahs’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERill: “That the demand 
of Rs. 15,600 under the head ‘31D. — Education (Transferred) — Special 
Zenana Classes — Governesses’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

Dr. 8ir NILRATAN 8ARCAR: ‘'That the demand of Rs. 10,65,574 
under the head ‘311). — Education (Transferred) — Government Sjwcial 
Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1.’’ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. ‘2,24,600 under the head ‘311). — Education (Transferred) — Special — 
Direct grant to non-Government special schools — Madrassahs’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to protest against the inadef^uacy of the grant and for the 
failure to provide more money).” 

Ral Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERJI; That the 
demand of Rs. 30,<K)0 under the head ‘31D. — Education (Transferred)— 
Special — Direct grant t(> non-tlovemment special schools — ToU* 
be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: ”That the demand of 
Rs. 3,44,000 under the head ‘311). — Education (Transferred) — Direct 
grants to non-Governiuent speidal schools’ l>e reduced by Rs. 1(X) (to 
call attention to the inadequacy of the grants for tols.** 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 3,44,000 
under thi head ‘3 ID. — Education (Transferred) — Special — Direct 
grant to non-Govemment special schools be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the inadequacy of the grant provided for Madrassahs).” 
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Maillvi ABDUL KARIM: 'That the demand of Rs. 3,44,000 under 
I# head ‘31D. — Education (Transferred) — Special — ^Direct grants to 
on-Government special schools — Madrassahs’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
iiow the inadequacy of grants for Madrassahs).” 

MftMlvi AIHRAFUODIN DHAUDHURI; That the demand ol 
g. 14,10,000 under the head '31D. — Education (Transferred) — 
pecial’ be reduced by Re. 1.’’ 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: 'That the demand of Rs. 1,05,180 under 
be head ‘31 E.' — Education (Titin.sfem'ed) — General — Direction — Pay 
f establishment/' be reduced by Rs. 5 (to discuss the desirability of 
nluction in the staff of the office of the Director of Public Instruction).’* 

Mauivi A8HRAFUDDIN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
8. l,52,fKK) under the head ‘31 E. — Education (TraiisfemHl) — General 
-Direction’ V)e reduced by Re. 1.” 

Mauivi 8YEO NAU8HER ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 12.47,000 
nder the head ‘31 E. — Education (Transfened) — General — Inspec- 
on’ be reduced by Its. 12,00,000.’’ 

MaiHvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
s. 12,47,000 under the head ‘31 E. — I]<lucution (Transferred) — 
leneral — Inspection’ be reduced by Its. 5,(K)0 (as a protest against the 
olicy for not making provision for the appointment of female Anglo- 
ersian <»r Anglo-Arabic teachers in girls’ higli English schools and 
alleges in Bengal, especially in Khashtagir Girls’ School at Chitta- 
ong).’’ 

Mtuivi ABDUL KARIM: “That the demand of Rs. 12,47,000 
imler the head ‘31 E. — EdiK^atictyi ( Transferred) — Genend — I'nspeo- 
ion’ be reduced by Rs. 10 (to show the undesirability of having a large 
umber of higher Inspecting officers and to criticise the qualifications 
f some of the S|>ecial officers).” 

Mauivi A8HRAFUDDIN CHAUDHURI: ‘That the damand of 
U. 12,47,(KK) under the head ‘31E. — Education (Transferred) — 
leneral — Inspection’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Mr, B» G, OHATTERdEE: “That the demand of Rs. 36, (XK) under 
be head *31 E. — Education (Transferred) — General — Scholarships (in 
petdal schools other than training schools)’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
Iraw the attention of the Minister for Education to the desirability of 
lovernraent devoting a sum of Rs. 2ri,(XK) annually to the training of 
0 Bengali boys in the Dehra Dun Military Training College). “ 
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Maulvi A8HRAFUDDIN GHAUDHURIt **That tlie demand of 
Be. 3,08,000 under the head ‘31 E, — Education (Transferred) — 
General — Scholarships’ be reduced by Re. 1.’' 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEs ^^That the demand of 
Rs. 35,358 under the head ‘31E. — Education (TnvnsfeiTed) — 
General — Miscellaneous — Allowances, etc.’ be reduced by Rs. 1(X) (to 
record that the Council strongly disapproves of the policy to make 
secondary education still more expensive by the proposal of a fresh levy 
of a fee of Re. 1-8 per annum for the medical examination and super- 
vision of students in Government Hijrh Schools and Senior Madrassahs).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rfi. 21,39,000 under the head ‘31E. — Education (Transft^rred) — 
General’ be reduced by Rs. 100 [as a protest against the policy of Gov- 
ernment for not providing sufficient number of girls’ w'hools in Bengal 
(high and secondary) and also for not yet raising the Sakhawut Memorial 
Girls’ School to the status of a high English school for Moslem girls in 
Calcutta], ’’ 

Babu JITENDRALAL BAHNERJEE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 21,39,000 under the ht\id ‘31 E. — Etlucation (Transferred) — Gene- 
ral’ be reduced by Rs. 1(K).’’ 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN 8ARCAR: “That the demand of Rs. 21.39,000 
under the head ‘31 E. — Education (Transferred) — General’ be reduced 
by Re. 1.’’ 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,24,00,(K)0 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ he 
reduced by Rs. 20, (MK) (as a protest against the failure of (Government 
for not providing sutticdent hostel accommodation for Moslem students 
in sclunds and colleges in Bengal, .specially in Noakhali, hVni, Comilla 
and Chittagong).’’ 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 1,24,00,0(K) under the head ‘31. — Education (Tmnsferrwl)’ be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (on the ground that the Muhammadan community 
has immensely suffered under the present system of education and the 
administration of the department).” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQt “That the demand of Re. 1,24,00,000 
under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
draw attention to the inadequacy of the provision for educational needs 
of the proyincel-^ 
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MmiIvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of 
Rfl. 1,24,00,000 under the head ‘31. — ^Education (Transferred)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (on the i^round that the department failed to spend the money 
allotted for the Muslim Institute, Calcutta, in the current year*B 
budj^et).” 

Mailivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,24,00,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)* be 

reduced by Rs. 100 (to express disapproval of the policy in the con- 
struction of the Moslem Institute Building, Calcutta, for which provi- 
sion was made in the last Budget).’* 

MtUivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: That the demand, of 

Rs. 1,24,00,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (as a protest against the policy in allowing the provision made 
in the last Budget for the construction of the Moslem Institute Building 
in Calcutta, to lapse).” 

Mf# SARAT CHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,24,00,000 under the head ‘31 . — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (unfair distribution and special favour to some communities or 
classes ignoring the just claims of others).” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand cf 

Rs. 1,24,00,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be 

reduced by Re. 1.” 

MaiHvi ASHRAFUDDIN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,24,00,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be 

reduced by Re. 1.” 

Mfi MUKUNDA BEHARI MiJLLICK: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,24,00,000 under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be 

reduced by Re. 1 (general policy with reference to backward classes).’^ 

Mailivi SYBD NAUSHER ALI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,24, 00, (XK) under the head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ be 

reduced by Re. 1.” 

6-15 p.m. 

32.— Madical. 

MINISTER in charga of LOCAL SeLf-COVERNMENT DEPART^ 
MENT (ttio Hon'bM Kumar Shib Shokharotwar Ray): Sir, on the 
rec^ommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 

sum of Rs. 48,59,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “32. 

Medical.” 
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Thi« demand covers the expenses, both voted and non-voted, under 
'^Mediod establishment” Rs. 8,72,000, ^Hospitals and dispensaries” 
Rs. 26,02,000, “Grants-in-aid for medical purposes” Rs. 3,09,000, 
“Medical college and schools” Rs, 12,96,000, ”Mental hospitals” 
Rs. 7,38,000 and ‘‘Miscellaneous” Rs. 1,67,000. The head “Medical- 
establishment” does not require much explanation for it only provides 
for the salary and other incidental expenses of the head “Office estab- 
lishment” and officers employed as Civil Surgeons and subordinate dis- 
trict medical officers. Salary of the I. M. S. officers employed under 
this head is a non-voted item. But we now employ a very few of them 
as Civil Surgeons under this head. The number of posts reserved for 
I. M. S. officers employed in Bengal is now limited to 17. Of them 
though 13 are to be employed as Civil Surgeons, it has been found very 
difficult to do so in actual practice, for at present a number larger than 
that allotted have to be employed in the Medical College. Most of 
them are specialists, and it is not easy to replace them. But every 
endeavour would be made to release as many as possible from the Medical 
College, their posts, if necessary, being filled up by direct appointment 
of specialists from the independent medical profession. Owing to a 
dearth of I. M. S. ofticers for district employment a large inunber of 
Assistant Surgeons are now acting as Civil Surgeons, and I am glad to 
say that they are discharging their duties quite satisfactorily. 

The Assistant Surgeons who are mostly graduates of our Fniversity 
are a body of very efficient men, and it pains me most to observe, in 
passing, that the British Medical Council should have thought it fit to- 
refuse recognition to our graduates. The Ministry in the Medical and 
Public riealth Department cannot accept it as the final verdict, and I as- 
sure the House that this Ministry will do ail that lies in its power to have 
the decision rescinded. Then, Sir, the question of the recruitment of 
Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons is a subject which is seriously 
engaging the attention of the Government. 1 hope it will be possible 
for the Government, during the course of the year, to frame definite- 
rules of recruitment which will try to remove all legitimate grievuncee 
of the candidates in the matter, 

“Hospitals and dispensaries” is the next sub-head, and the demand 
under it amounts to more than half the demand under the major head. 

“Pay of establishment” amounts to about Rs. 7,40,000, supplies,- 
etc., cost about Rs. 13,00,000, and grants-in-aid to private hospitals 
about Rs. 4,91,000. 

Hospitals and dispensaries entirely maintained by the State number 
75 and those partly by the local bodies number 700. Private hospitals, 
etc., including those maintained by the railways number »%2. The total 
number of patients treated amount to about 62,75,000. The number of 
patients visiting hospitals, both male and female, is steadily on the' 
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increase. This shows the increasing popularity of the hospitals, but w 
require more hospitals to render help to the suffering public of Bengal 
The Government are doing all that is possible with their depleted coffers 
and I appeal to the generous public to come to our help to minister h 
the needs of our distressed countrymen. In this connection I shoub 
mention the name of Babu Girindra Nath Ray who has recently pai< 
Rs. 50,000 to the Calcutta Medical Institute, of Babu Rambullubl 
Nandan, who has made over Rs. 45,000 for a dispensary at Bansberia ii 
Hooghly and of the late liord Cable who has bequeathed Rs. 3 lakhs to th< 
Presidency General Hospital. We have a magnificent hospital readi 
for occupation for female patients at the Medical College with room foi 
38 additional patients, but want of funds stands in our way of opening 
it. 

Our grants-in-aid to private hospitals for the next year amount t( 
Rs. 4,91,000 and exceed the current budget by about Rs. 1,30,0(X). Th( 
.details of these grants are to be found in page 71 of the grey book. Mosi 
of these grants are of a recurring nature, and made after a careful con 
sideration of each individual case. 

The main difficulty experienced in connection with the hospitals haf 
been the want of ([ualified nurses. With the devploj)inent of hospitab 
the question of nurses has become a s(*rious one. So far, the Govern- 
ment have not tackled the question seriously. The thanks of the Gov- 
ernment are due to the authorities of the (Calcutta Hospital Nurses 
Institute to wliom the matter has been left. They arrange for the nurs- 
ing in the Medical (’ollege and the Presidency General hospitals. This 
is a voluntary organieation, and the cost of its upkeep is mostly provided 
by the European coramimity of Calcutta. From the (urrent year this 
Institute has very kindly undertaken to train some Indian girls as 
senior nurses, but unfortunately Indian ladies of the ])roper type dc 
not seem to be eager to take up nursing as a profession. The Govern- 
ment can hardly neglect the question of nursing any longer, and so 
long ns a workable scheme for the training of Indian nurses, both male 
and female, is not devised an<l worked out, it would be necessary to 
augment the resources of the ('alcutta Nurses’ Institute. 

Then, Sir, come our grants for medical purposes which amount to 
Rh. 3, 09, 000, The dettiils of these grants will be found in page 72 of 
the grey l>ook and include Rs. 1,50,000 for Jatiya Ayurbignan Parishad. 
There is a feeling in the country that we are neglecting the Carmichael 
Medical College. This is not so. No Indian Minister in charge of the 
Medical Department can fail to feel proud of the Carmichael Medical 
College. This is a private medical college. ^uilt up by a self-sacrificing 
baud of eminent physicians and surgeons of Calcutta : a casual visit to 
:tblb institution would convince any one what wonderful achievements 
.a waU-organised philanthropic private enterprise is capable of attain* 
ing. Apart from the noble founders and other great workers who am 
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gone, Sir Nilratan Sarcar a« President and Dr. Kedar Nath Daa as 
Princi{Mil with a host of selfless workers are even now working wonders 
there. The Government of Bengal have not lagged behind in fully 
appreciating their services. Up till now we have paid Rs. 10,10,000 
to this College, and we make an annual grant of Rs. 50,000 towards 
the current expenditure of the College and its attached hospitals. And 
when it will be possible for the college authorities to expand the College 
and the Hospital, the Government will surely make a fair contribution 
as a capital grant. The College certainly deserves a more liberal 
financial support from the Government, but in spite of best intentions 
our ability depends on the state of our finance and the nature of other 
similar calls on our resources. 

Sir, we now come to the Medical College and schools maintained by 
us. They cost us Rs. 12,%, 000. There have been no remarkable 
changes in the expenses of our Medical College. For the first time in 
its history one Indian has been placed at the head of this institution, 
and it is earnestly hoped that he will vindicate this sele<'tion by ably 
shouldering the very grave responsibilities of the post. A Committee 
was appointed by the Government to report on the re-organijtation of the 
teaching arrangements of the (’ollege. Its report is now under the con- 
sideration of the Government, and an effort will be made during the 
ensuing year to give effect to such of the recommendations as are 
approved by the Government and permitted by the funds available. 
Besides the Medical (\)llege, the School of Tropical Medicine and 
Hygiene and the (’ampbell Medical School in Calcutta three other medi- 
cal schools in the mufassal are maintained by the Government. 

The House is ])erhaps aware that a Medical School Committee was 
appointed in 192d, and in pursuance of its recommendations Govern- 
ment have undertaken to gradually open medical schools in Jalpaiguri, 
Chittagong, Berhampore, Barisal and Chinsurah. The Jalpaiguri 
School will commence its session from July next, and if our expectations 
do materialize, we hope to start the Chittagong School too in July. 

(At this stage the ('ouncil adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

Tha Hon’bla Kumar SHIB SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Sir, as I 
had been saying, the whole policy of opening new Government schools, 
however, require to be re-examined in view of our experiences in the 
past few years. The three private medical schools — the Calcutta Medical 
Institute the National Medical Institute and the Bankura Medical 
School are doing very well and are being run much more economically 
than the Government schools. This must be so, for the Government 
schools are uAeant to be models and we are never chary in our expenses 
to make them so. The question that now presents itself to the Govern- 
meat is whether there is any necessity of having farther model schools 
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or whether the money thus saved could not be more usefully utilised by 
encouragingly the establishment of more private medical schools like 
those at Bankura and Calcutta. 

Lastly, Sir, I come to the mental hospitals. The major portion of 
the demand is paid to the Government of Bihar and Orissa as our share 
of the cost of maintenance of the mental hospitals at Ranchi and we have 
nothing to do with their internal management. Reports that have 
reached us speak highly of the arrangements there and complaints from 
Bengal patients are of rare occurrence. 

Sir, I have tried to give a brief statement of our activities in the 
Medical Department. There is much to be done here but they must 
perforce be left undone for want of funds. But this cannot now be 
helped. 

I (;ommend my notion to the acceptance of the House. 

6-45 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I propose to have one discussion on motions 
Nos. *180, 081 and 082, and I take it that there is no objection. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Ktzi EMOADUL HOQUE: ''That the demand of Rs. 0,00,500 
under the head '02 A. — Medical establishment’ be refused.” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rm. (i,00,5(K) under the head “02A. — Medical establishment” be 
reduced by Re. 1. (No provision for the establishment of a sanatorium 
for tubenuilosis patients.) 

Sir, the <d)ject of my motion is this that the scourge of tuberculosis 
is spreading like wild fire throughout the length and breadth of this 
province, and, so far as I c.an gather, there has been very little done by 
the Government to prevent the spread or to stop and check this disease. 
In order to <*onviiice the intensity of the disease I quote some figures. 
The number of deaths from this di.sease is gradually increasing year after 
year. The mortality rate fnmi this cause alone was, in 1927, 100 0 per 
cent, more than what was in 1921. From the report of the Public 
Health Department, Government of Bengal, it will be seen that “the 
number of deaths frmn this disease appears to be gradually increasing^ 
year after year since the time such deaths are being separately registered. 
A more accurate registration explains the rise to a certain extent only. 
The mortality rate from this cause showed an excess of 100-0 per cent, 
over that in 1921 , and of 6 *7 per cent, over the previous year. Similarly 
the excess in all towns, Calcutta and rural areas was 88-4, 9-5 and 200*0 
per cent, and -8, 3-2 and 12*5 per cent, as compared with 1921 and 
1926, respectively. The death rate in towns was thirteen times as high 
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as in rural areas. Seventeen towns did not report any death from 
phthisis. Eurseong reported the highest death rate, 3;6 per mille; 
Darjeeling, 3*3 per mille; and Calcutta, 2*5 per mille. Five towns 
recorded rates between 1 and 2 per mille, 88 others between 1 and *1 
per mille, and the remaining 3 below *1 per mille. Tuben ulosis 
accounted for 23*3 per cent, of deaths from respiratory diseases and *65 
per cent of the total mortality, 

“The crude death rates from phthisis were higher in the Presidency 
and Burdwan Divisions than in the other three. The rates in 1927 
exceeded those in 1926 in all the divisions except Chittagong. The 
proportion borne by tuberculosis deaths to deaths tlue to resjjiratory 
diseases was highest in Kajshahi and lowest in Burdwan. ('ompared 
with the previous year it showed an increase in Burdwan, Presidency 
and Rajshahi Divisions and a reduction in Dacca and (3)itiagong. 
About half the total deaths in the province due to tuberculosis oc<‘urred 
in the Presidency Division, one-fourth in Burdwan, and the remaining 
one-fourth in Hajshahi, Dacca and Chittagong Divisions taken together.” 

Sir, there were over one lakh of deaths in Bengal from tuberculosis 
in 1928. The number of deaths of over one lakh of people from a disease 
is really startling; 6t),(K)0 of this number were between the ages of 15 
and 45 years, the most useful period of life. Each one of these men 
and women was sick for at least 300 days before he or she died. If the 
average daily production was Ke. 1, the total loss in ])rodu(’tion alone 
was over Rs. 18 millions. This I have gathered from the report of the 
Bengal Anti-Tuberculosis Association. Sir, from these figures I beg 
to draw the attention of members of this House through you to the 
appalling death rate in Bengal from this disease, and in this connection 
we should see how far (Tovernment has been doing to check the high 
mortality that is prevailing in this province. What have the (Govern- 
ment done to ameliorate the pitiful condition of the lorge number of 
citizens of whose health and life it professes to be the (mstodian?' On a 
perusal of its budget even a cursory observer will be sfirely disap]><iinte<l 
to find that not a single rupee has been spent or is proposed to be spent 
on this very vital (jiiestion. Sir, Bihar has got her i)wn sanatorium, 
United Provinces has got her own, and likewise* Bombay, Madras and 
other provinces can boast of their own sanatoriums, but my head hangs 
down in shame to mention here that Bengal has none of the sort to 
minister to her dying sons and daughters, except the one we have heard 
of at Jadabpur with only 8 beds. Bengal is losing the cream of her 
early manhood and womanhood largely because of the lack of a properly 
equipped sanatorium, and for the want of Government sympathy 
towards the mitigation of this sore grievance of the public. Owing to 
this disease the flowers of Bengal are daily languishing and fading 
away. For the sake of humanity Government ought to have taken 
steps long long before. 
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As regards the spread of the disease, 1 beg to suggest something 
which will be of benefit to the public. The boys and girls who attend 
the schools do not know who amongst them have the bacillus in their 
system, the teachers also are unaware of this fact, the students sit 
together, eat together and drink from the same glass, and if even one 

amongst the whole lot be suffering from the disease, he may be the 

source of infecting others. It is certainly bad enough to allow all the 

students to use one glass; in the examination halls also this is the 

practice. Instructions ought to be given to discontinue this practice 
altogether. In the libraries of the courts such instructions should also 
be circulated and better arrangements made. The various hotels and 
therhet shops are also places where this infection is carried from one 
man to the otlier, as the utensils used by one affected with the disease 
are used by others in good health. Money should be allotted for 
educative propaganda of an intensive and extensive nature throughout 
the length and breadth of the proviiu^e and every facility should be 
given to the Department of Public Health to make every possible effort 
to check the spread of this terrible disease. So far as the Report is 
concerned I could not find any mention of the fact that the department 
has made mucli endeavour to that end. The sufferers from this disease 
experience awful difficulty in securing a bed in the sanatoriums out- 
side Bengal. Their applications are very shabbily treated by the 
authorities of those sanatoriums and preference is always given to the 
residents of tliose provinces first and the Bengalis are asked to wait. 
In tlie hope of getting an admission into the sanatoriums these poor 
sufferers wait and wait until the span of their life is shortened beyond 
hope, and in that stage even if an admission is given, it gives them no 
advantage. The authorities of Dharampore and Bhowali sanatoriums 
tell the Bengali sufferers frankly that the Government of Bengal has 
not contributed a single farthing to these institutions although appeals 
for help were made to the Government as well as to the eminent public 
men of the province. Such is the hard lot of the Bengalis outside their 
province. Failing to get admission into these sanatoriums, they stay 
in rented houses on the hills at an enormous cost, and many of them die 
there before their opportunity comes for an admission. 

Sir, the disease may be classed into three stages: — 

(7) the stage when the disease is not at all manifest; 

(2) the stage when there is reasonable ground for suspicion; and 

(3) the stage when the disease is declared. 

The first stage requires that the person should be removed to a good 
healthy place with good food and under good hygienic conditions. 

In order to give this facility arrangements should be made in the 
rural districts of Bengal, lands should be acquired for the purpose and 
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fidiall huts or bungalows should be constructed where these persons can 
be accodnmodated at a nominal cost, the persons may earn their livelihood 
in these areas by farming, Cultivation and the like. This scheme can 
be very well materialised if co-operation is sought of the Anti-Malarial 
O-operative Society of Bengal which has no less than 2,000 centres in 
the Province. Sir, these anti-malarial societies have done such good 
work in the Province that credit must be given to them for driving away 
malaria and kala-anar from the Province. Although I admit that 
Government also helps in the matter to the best of its ability, I say 
that the people have now shown what they can do by means of co- 
operation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: IIow far are you from the end? 

Dr. AMULVA RATAN CHOSE: Another 5 or 10 minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may speak to-morrow. I will adjourn the 
meeting now. 


AdJourniiMfit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Thursday, the 27th 
March, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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^fOOMdifigs of the Bengal Legislative Oeunoil aiiemhled under the 
proviiions of the Covemment of India Aet 


Thk Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 27th March, 1930, at 3 p.m. 


Preeent; 

Mr. President (the Ilon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri, 
of Santoeh) in the Chair, the four Ron'ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 106 nominated and elected 
members. 


Starred questions 

(to which oral answers were given.) 

Holidays in the oRloe of the Conservator of Forests. 

•109. Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: in) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charp'e of the Revenue (Forest) Department be pleased to state 
whetlier it is a fact that clerks in the office of the Conservator of 
Forests are not allowed to enjoy the Durpra Puja and Xmas holidays? 

(6) Is it a fa(‘t that the clerks in the said office are not granted even 
casual leave for over two days without the production of a medical 
certificate ? 

(r) Is it a fact that during the last Durga Puja holidays vSome 
Hindu clerks were (ompelled to attend office and were refused permis- 
sion to go to Kalighat to j)ei*form the puja even on the most important 
days of the festival? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE (FORE8T) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble AlhadJ 8ir Abdoiherim Chuznavi): (a) No; but owing 
to pressure of urgent work it is not always possible to allow all the 
clerks to avail themselves of the holidays in full. 

(h) This practice has been followed with a view to prevent abuse of 
the privilege of casual leave. 

(c) The office had to be kept open for urgent work until 12th October, 
but only one clerk asked for permission to go to Ealighat to perform 
the puja and it was not refused. 
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Ditirin in tN Castom Hymanaiiigli distriot. 

MfO. Baliu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY; (a) Will 
the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that about 90 per cent, of the tenants of 
the Eastern Myniensingh district comprising the Sadar, Eishoreganj 
and Netrokona subdivisions, have stopped paying rents and cesses? 

{b) Is it a fact that many of the landholders defaulted in paying 
the cesses at the last January kistP 

(c) Is it a fact that the middle class people have l)een very hard hit 
and are living on stanation diet with large families? 

((f) Are the Go\eniment aware of a feeling that exists that a very 
acute state in this widespread distress is likely to be reached in the very 
near future? 

(e) If the answers to (ri), (/;), (r) and (d) are in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state w’hat ardion the Government 
is contemplating taking in the matter? 

(f) Will the Hoirhle Meml)er be pleased to state — 

(?) the numl>er of applications for loan; 

(?>) the numl)er of applications for the remission of revenue which 
have come to the notice of the Collector; 

(Hi) what relief, if any, has Wn extendnl in these cases; and 

(?r) whether it is in the contemplation of the Ooveniment to ixml- 
pone the collection of revenue and cess till at least iSeptem- 
l>er next for partial relief of landholders and tenants? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) No. 

(h) Tee. 

(r) It is not a faxd that Rtar\'ation conditions prevail. 

{(f) There is no apprehension of widespread distress in the near 
future. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) (?) 605 applications for agricultural loans have been received. 

(ft) Nil. 

(Hi) A sum of Rs. 44,000 has been sanctioned for agricultural 
loans, of which Rs. 33,000 has been distributed. 

(tr) No. 
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Baby 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the amount that is covered by the 
605 applications for a^ieultuarl loans P 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I ask for 

notice. 


Abolition of the muntifl oourt at Raigan] Chowki in the 
Dinajpur district. 

Mil. Mauivi HA88AN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of Government to abolish the munsif’^ court at Rai- 
ganj Chowki in the distnct of Dinajpur. 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Memlrer be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the litigant public con- 
cerned will be affected if the said munsif’s c(vurt l>e abolished from the 
said chowki? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Meml)er be please<i to state the reasons for 
the establishment of the said court there? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Meml>er l)e pleiised to state whether the 
abolition of the said court will necessitate the establishment of 
another additional inunsif’s court at Sa<lar? If not, why not? 

MEHBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mr. A. N. Moberly); (a) to (e) The District Judge has been asked 
to report after consulting all interested parties whether the outlying 
inunsifi should be alxdished. and if so what arrangements should be 
made for the work. His reply has not been received. 


Unstarred questions 

(answers to which wore laid on the table.) 

Number of ministerial officers in the Bogra Magistracy and 
Coilectorate. 

108. Mauivi A8HRAPUDDIN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Dej^rtment be pleased to 
state the |iresent strength of Hindu and Muhammadan ministerial 
officers in the lower and higher grades in the Bogra Magistracy and 
Coilectorate ? 
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(&) Is it a fact that there is not a single Muhammadan derk in 
the higher grade ministerial posts of the Bogra Collectorate ? 


The HoffiMlila Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Hindu 
26; Muhammadan 14: Total 40. 

(b) One is officiating in the higher grade. 


Publication of notifloatlons for exclusion of different munioiiMl areas 
from the operation of the Bengal Tenancy Aot 

107. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Meml)er in charge of the lievenue Department he pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the dates on which notifications 
required under section 1(J), clauses (ir) (a) and (^>) of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act for exclusion of different munici{xil ureas in Bengal 
from the ojieration of the Bengal Tenancy Act were published ^ 

(b) If in all cases such notifications have not lieen issued, what 
steps does the (Government projiose to take for issuing such notifica- 
tions ^ 

The Hon’Mo 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; (a) No such 

notifications have lieen published. 

(b) No stepe are contemplated at present. 


Rooruitment of Musttlmans for future appointmonU in tN Bongii 
EooroUriat 

106. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: {a) Will the Hon bis 

Meml)er in charge of the Apix)intiiient Depjirtment \m pleased to 
state in which deimrtment in the Bengal SetTetariut 33 per cent, of 
the apfK>intments Inith in the clerical and typing establishment ar» 
held by Moslems? 

(b) What policy does the (Government contemplate following in 
recruiting Moslems for future appointments in the defiartment refeimd 
to in (a) ? 

MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (Ilia 
HoiPbIt Mr. A. N. MoboHy): (a) The information asked for is being 
collet‘ted and will be supplied to the member as soon as it is available. 

(b) Definite orders on the subject have been issued to all depart- 
ments and the progress made in carrying them out is periodically 
examined by Government. 
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Efeotad mMiibirs to the Cooneif of Modiod Registritloii, Bm^. 

108. Dr. Sir NILRATAN 8ARCAR: (a) Will the Hon*ble 
Member in charge of the Ix)cal Self-Government Department (Reserved) 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the three gentlemen elected 
to the Council of Medical Registration, Bengal, under sutM^lause (h) 
of clause 4 of the Bengal Medical Act as amended by Bengal Act III 
of 1028, vcre not invited to the meeting of the Council of Medical 
Registration held on the 11th March, 19J10P If not, why not? 

(h) Is it a fact that a member elected under sub-clause (e) was asked 
to attend the said meeting and allowed to take part in its deliberations 
although his name was not gaaetted before the meeting? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state his name? 

(d) If the answers to (n) and (h) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon 'hie Meml)er be pleased to state what is the reason for this 
differential treatment in this particular case? 

(e) Is it a fact that in view of the abovementioned facts an adjourn- 
ment of the business of the meeting w’os proposed and that the proposal 
was disallowed? 

(/) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MEMBER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (RESERVED) (the Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): 

{a) to (f) Government have not seen the prtxeedings of the meeting 
referred to which are not ordinarily reported to Government but will 
iuquii*e into the mutter and inform the member. 


Short notice question. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state in how many 
and in what cases the provisions of section 3 of the Bengal Criminal 
Law (Amendment) Act, 1925, have been put into operation? 

MEMBER in ohorgt of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (IN HofPblo 
Mr, A. N. MolMHy)i There have been 9 cases, 5 of which were under, 
the Arma and Ei^^osives Act; there was one case of murder, one of 
robbery, one of aitenipt to commit dacoity, armed with a dangerous 
weapon, and one case under the Explosives Act, combined with cri- 
minal conspiracy, which is at present mb judice* 
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■*« JITEMDRALAL BANNER4EE> Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
bcr be pleased to supplement bin answer by stating the year in whic h 
these occurred P 


The Hefl^Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I cannot say offhand; but 
the case which is at present sub jmiice occurred in the year 1929410; 
one of the attempted dacoity cases occuri*ed in 1929; the murder case 
was the well known case of the muider of Rai Bhui>endra Nath 
€hatarji Bahadur, which t(M)k place in the Alipore Jail in 1926. Two 
of the Arms and Explosives Act cases are well known as the Sovabaaar 
and the Dakhineswar cases which, I think, occurred in 192r>, but I 
am not quite sure. The robbery case of (loghat in the Hooghly district 
occurred, I should say, al^mt the year 1927, but 1 cannot nl)solutely 
vouch for the accuracy of the dates. 


DEMAHD8 FOR GRANTS. 

(The discussion under the head “32. — Medical” was then resumed.) 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Mr. President, Sir, I have been 
speaking alnjut tuberculosis in Bengal. I have spoken about the first 
stage and to-day I shall deal with the second stage which 
may well be called the sanatorium stage. In this stage if 
patients can avail themselves of treatment in the sanatorium there 
is every likelihood of Wing cured and unless an up-to-date sanatorium 
is established immediately the endeavours of the Anti-TuWnulosis 
Association will fail in its objects. At present the health visitors of 
the Association advise the patients for sanatorium treatment, but, as 
I have already stated, except the one at Jadabpur with 8 l>eds only 
there is none in Bengal. And se(‘ondly, the patients fail to act up to 
the advice of the health visitors with the inevitable conse<jueuce that 
the disease progresses and ultimately the patients die. Sir, regard- 
ing the construction of a sanatorium I had a talk with the Hon’ble 
Minister and I was given to understand that a house at Dum Dum 
will be used for the purpose in the near future. But, Sir, the purpose 
of a sanatorium in Dum Dum, a suburb of Calcutta, will not be 
satisfactory'; it will not be so useful such as the sanatoriuras at 
Bhawali or Dharampur or the one recrently established at Itki near 
Ranchi. A sanatorium, as we know, is established at Jadabpur but 
will not serve the purpose which I am advocating. Such a sanatorium 
will not do. A sanatorium should be constructed in such an atmos- 
phere where the natural health is free from poisonous germs. As the 
expert medical opinion goes it should be, as far as possible, construct- 
ed in a pine forest as it is held that the breexe of the pine trees is very 
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beneficial to tuberculosis patients and for that reason, Sir, my sug- 
gestion in that sanatoriums should be established somewhere near 
Shillong 01 Kurseong or such other places ; otherwise the objects of a 
sanatorium will not be fulfilled. I heard sometime ago, I do not 
know how fur it is true, that a sum of Rs. 1 lakh was going to be 
contributed towards the Jadabpur sanatorium but the money spent on 
such sauatoriunis will not fulfil our expectations. 

Then, Sir, the third stage is rather a hopeless stage and for this 
stage patients should be sent to hospitals. There they should be sent 
not so much with the hope of a cure but more for isolation 
so that in this stage patients may not disseminate the 
the germs in the localities, in big towns or even in the rural 
areas. Sir, in Calcutta up-to-date treatment is also unavailable. X- 
Eay installations, arrangements for artificial pneumothorax treatment 
and experts in this line are far and few l)etween. For these reasons. 
Sir, I have felt it my duty to move this motion. I am really sorry 
that whereas other provinces pix»vided for up-to-date sanatoriums and 
arranged for the treatment of tuberculosis patients long long ago, we, 
the people of Bengal, w'ho so much Iwast of our civilisation and 
advanced views, have not yet been able to do what the Government of 
other prc»vinces have done. If is really a shame to the Government — 
not only to the Government but also to the people of Bengal, who have 
not yet been able to persuade the Government to spend money tor this 
very necessary object. Sir, I say that this is such a pressing necessity 
t(> our people that we (‘annot delay this matter even a day further and 
if thei-e be any feeling for the dying brothers and sisters of our country 
1 hope that, t( -day on the floor <»f this House, I shall get a generous 
response ti(mi th«* H<ni’ble Minister in charge of the Department. 

Sir, with these words, I commend iiiv motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Sir, Dr. Amulya Hatan 
Ghose has not brought this pn>iK»8al about a sanatorium for tuber- 
culosis patients a day too soon. I have been connected with a very 
small institutiim — the charitable home for consumptives at Puri — for 
the last sixteen years and from iny experience there I can say that 
there i.s a frying need for not one such institution, but as many as 
(*nn be established in this (H>untry. The proposal for a sanatorium for 
consumptive f>atieuts in Bengal is not a new' one. Years ago Colonel 
Pilgrim, at one time Principal of the Calcutta Medical College, in- 
terested hin.'self in the matter and I think about Hs. 20,000 was placed 
at his disiwsul by some philanthropic gentleman for establishing a 
home at Puri. As suflBcient support was not forthcoming the project 
was ultimately dropped and later on, I believe, a special ward for 
consumptive patients has been constructed in the Calcutta General 
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Hospital with the money. But the idea of having a sanatorium for 
consurapOve patients in this part of the country was not griven up. 

Year after year the importance of the subject was pressed before 
the ruler of the neighbouring pi-ovince of Bihar and Orissa on the 
occasion of his annua! visit to Puri. Fortunately or unfortunately 
the head of the province and the other members of the Government 
have to spend a considerable part, of the year at Puri and Ramdii, the 
two places where consumptive patients from this part of India dock 
in large numbers to recoup their he.dth. and they were ultimately 
moved to action. A scheme for a sanatorium at Itki near Ranchi 
has l>ee!i saint icned and sevenil lakhs of rujiees have been spent in 
constructing quarteis and getting the ne<*essarv ecjuipinent. Recently 
the institution has been throA^n open to paying patients, but, Sir, this 
has l>een of no help to patient.s fnnn Bengal. The authorities of the 
institution have laid down a rule that only natives of the province are 
to be admitted inb) the institution. There is no (piestion there of 
patients fi*oin Bengal, or for the mutter of that even Bengali or 
Marwari residents in that province getting a chance in (use there is 
accommodation available after sat’sfying local neeils. Sir, this is not 
the place nor the occasion for discussing the policy of the Bihar 
Government in the matter, and 1 only mention this with a view to 
<lraw attention t(» the injustice of the whole thing and point out our 
lielpless condition. 

So far. the (lo\ernment of Bengal has made no serious effort to 
ta( kle the pnddem. Bike malaria the attitude of the Government in 
such matters has three stages. I'he .stage ol sympathy, the stage of 
action and the stage of waste. We are still in the first stage. Yester- 
day, during the course of the debate on the education grunt, the 
Hon 'hie Minister for Education was pleased to remark that the only 
occasion on which he had visited the Calcutta University was on the 
Convocation day. That was the pn)of of his sympathy. I think the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Medical Department can equally 
claim to have shown sympathy in this matter as he attended the 
annual meeting of the Anti-TuWnuIosis AswKuation of Bengal the 
other day. But, Sir, tons of sympathy without any practical help 
cannot cariy* us very far. We want the Government to come to the 
second stage at an early date. I expect them to take acdion. I know 
the problem is beset with many difficulties. Firstly, there is the ques- 
tion of funds and tecondly, the selection of the right place for the 
sanatorium. So far as the selection of the place is conc^erned, a» a 
layman 1 am not in a position to offer any .suggestion . It is for the 
experts to say where such a sanatorium can be usefully located. If 
it is possible to find a place within the presidency of Bengal, so much 
the better. If not I think there should not be any great difficulty in 
securing a site in some neighbouring province. Sir, as regards funds 



926 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[27th Mailcii 


I do not pre»j* for a veiy ambitious scheme. 1 think with an initiid 
expenditure of Rh. 1 lakh and a modest recurring grant a start can be 
made. Sir, I shall finish by mentioning the third stage — the stage 
of waste. Sir, I do not want the Government of Bengal to spend 
lakhs and lakhs of ru[>ees on a sanatorium. A sanatorium or two on a 
modest scale would serve vei-y useful purpose. What would be of 
greater practical utility would l)e the establishment of cottage wards 
attached to district hospitals whei-e patients can be segregated at an 
early stage of the disease and where they may receive adequate medi- 
cal attention from the very first. When people belonging to the poor 
middle class attacked with this disease think of a change to Puri or 
Ranchi, the disease is in such an advanced stage that very little good 
can be done even in the most up-to-date sanatorium maintained at a 
huge (‘ost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN SARCAR; ^^That the demand of Rs. 6.30,500 
under the head ‘32A. — Medical establishment’ be reduced by Re. 1.’^ 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN SARCAR. Sii, I am deeply gniteful to you 
for giving me on ^q'pcrtunity of placing my views regarding the new 
services of this piovince before this House. I am also much grateful 
to the Hon’ble Minister for the statement which he made last night 
regarding his anxiety to do justice to the members of the PitnumMal 
Medical Service. Sir, 1 may be permitted to draw the attention of 
tlie House to tlie fact that iwcording to the latest Despatch of the 
Secretary of State after the rwominendation of the Lee Commission 
the number of jxihts reserved for the Indian Medical Service officers 
in Bengal is 22, viz., I jKist that of the Surgeon-Superintendent of 
the Presideiuy General Hospital, 5 }>o8t8 in the Jail Departiiieut, 3 
posts in the Medical College 

MINISTER III Gbarge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the HorPbie Kumar SMIi Shelcharaawar Ray): Sir, 

1 have nothing to do with the Jail Department and I hope the speaker 
would exclude the Jail Department. 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN SARCAR: I am only incidentally mention- 
ing the Jail Department. In addition to the posts I have already 
mentioned, 13 posts are reserved for civil surgeoncies in the mufasM. 

1 think this is the department which concerns the Hon’ble Minister 
most. 1 may draw his attention to one factr»~that, of the reserved 13 
appointments to be filled by menibei's of the Indian Medical Service, 
at the present moment there are only 7 l.M.S. men as civil surgeons 
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in thiJ miifaeftal. Then, Sir, of theae 7, only 4 are European j^entle- 
men. I would draw the pointed attention of the House to this fact, 
because this point is a social one, i.e., only European medical men caa 
be permitted to attend on the families of Kun>peans and for that reason 
European medical service men are necessary in the mufassal and that 
has been made a lever to turn out the Indian medical men from the 
held. Now, if that be so, where there should 1 h» 10 Indian Meilic4d 
Service men, there are only 4 there, and the world, I Iwlieve, is 
still jroinj? on and theie is not much complaint from the European 
residents in the mufassal as there are only 4 Indian Meflical Sendee 
men in the mufassal now. 


Then, Sir, as regards the Medical t'ollege, I find that in the 
Medical College where there are 8 resened appointments for the Indian 
Medical Service (dficers, vir.. the Professtsriate of Medicine, the Pro- 
fessoriate of IIiolog;s' and the I^rofessoriate of Obetetrics, in addition 
to these 8, we have ut least 7 Indian Medical Sendee men there— I 
mean an additional Physician, an Additional Surgeon, an Additional 
Ophthalmic Surgeon, an additional Obstetrician, an additional l^atho- 
logist and one or two Resident Surgeons, from time to time. Now, 
these gentlemen are there and they are (piite welcome. I know many 
of them and I apprwiate them very much personally, lint the quea* 
tion is — have they not ousted so many of the Provincdal Service men 
from the field!'' That is the poiiit. And if that be so, is it not a gross 
injustice to the hs^al graduates and meml)ei*8 of the Pn»vin( ial Service 
to be ousted iroin the field of education in this way in Bengali What 
is the state of things that we find in the <ither provincesJ' I draw the 
attention of the House to the fact that not long ago they were at least 
paid above the civil surgeon’s grade, i.e., Rs. 550, some allowance in 
addition, and they did certainly the same sort of w’ork that our pro 
lessors do here in the Medical (’ollege now. In Madras — I urn speak* 
ing of the service — there are at least 8 men in the Provincial Servic’e 
who draw a salary alxive Rs. 800 plu.s allowances. Then, in the 
United Provinces there are 8 Provincial Service men drawing above 
Rs. 8(K> — 1,(M)0 and some allowances. In the Punjab there are at least 
8 officers in the Provincial Service who draw salaries almve Rs. 575, 
plus some ullowuDceb, and occupy some of the high posts in the 
Medieval Relief Depaiiment. But, Sir, in Bengal I must, in justice 
to the Hon’ble Minister, admit that there is at least one man, namely 
Rai Satis Chandra Banerji Bahadur, who has l>een allowed to draw a 
fl|llary higher than that of a civil surgeon, after completing the 25th 
year of his service: and there was another who has recently retired 
from service, namely, Rai Upendranath Brahmachari Bahadur. 
There are two other officers in Bengal, namely, the Professor of 
Anatomy and the Professor of Biology' who draw salaries ranging 
Ij^om Rs. 800 to Rs. 1 ,500; but they were of course appointed to special 
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pofta: they are there not because they are membera of the Provincial 
Service but they are tliere because they are what they are. Here, 
however, I find that the most distingruished members of the Provin-^ 
cial Service cannot aspire to a pay higher than Es. 450 plus some 
allowance. I, therefore, feel that it is a great injustice to the 
bers of this deserving body. Unfortunately, there is an ob^Ksion 
somewhere in the ojSScial quarters that there should be a clean line of 
demarcation between the Indian Service men and the 
Provincial Service men ; certain posts are held to be posts 
reserved for the Indian Medical Service and certain others 
for the Provincial Service men, though in other provinces this line 
has become more or less blurred and disappeared. In this pr*ovince, 
even some of the best of our men do not get more than Rs. 450. Now, 
Sir, I think that is a great grievance of the people of this province, 
and especially of the members of the Provincial Service. The num- 
ber of posts actually reserved for members of the Indian Medical 
Service is 22 ac<ording to the Despatch of the Secretary of State to 
which I have already referred. Today on consulting the Civil J..i8t 
we can find that there are ‘38 officers of the Indian Medical Service 
holding appointments here in Bengal. 

3-30 p.m. 

This really means that to this extent or to that extent the local gradu- 
ates, the Indian graduates, members of the Provincial Medical Service, 
have been deprived of opportunities which they should have got under 
other circumstances. With these words I support the motion that has 
already been moved. 

Before I sit down 1 should like to place before the House another 
point which I hope the Hon 'hie Minister will kindly examine and take 
the needful steps. 

As regards the rec ruitment of assistant surgeons it appears that there 
is no system at present, and as a particular grievance I place it before 
the House. Since 1922, when the first batch of medical students gradu- 
ated from the Carmichael Medical College till 1930, out of 36 appoint- 
ments that have been made only one graduate from this college has been 
appointed as an assistant surgeon. During this period the Carmichael 
Medical College has turned out alM)ut 500 graduates and only one had the 
opportunity of getting himself enrolled as a member of the Provincial 
Medical Hervice. * This is a grievance and I have no doubt that the 
Hon’ble Minister who has a generous heart will try to remove it. 

Tilt Hoii’lllt Kumr SHIB SHEKHAREtWAR RAY ; I am aorry 
that Sir Nilratan Sarcar was not present here yesterday to hear my 
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openil^jspeecli. Had he heard what I said yesterday with reference to 
the ^pl4itions raised by him I am sure he would have been spared the 
l|troitble t)f exercising his weak lungs to-day. The posts reserved for the 

M. S. in my department in Bengal are 17 in number but this does not 
preclude us from employing a larger number if found necessary by the 
circumstances. In the present state of medical efficiency and 
attainments of our Indian medical practitioners in Calcutta, I am 
constrained to say that it is not possible to fill up most of our posts in 
the Medical College which require a very high standard of efficiency and 
training by direct local recruitment (Rai Dr, IIabidhan Drrr Bahadur: 
Question, question). Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has questioned 
my statement. Only the other day I enquired of all the leading physi- 
cians of Calcutta to suggest to me a suitable pathologist to take up the 
poet vacated by Colonel Acton, but no one could suggest any name to 
me; still Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur questions me. 

Rai Dr« HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I rise on a point of 
personal explanation? May I respectfully point out to the Hon’ble 
Minister that 

Mr^FRBBIDENT: You said nothing and so no personal explanation 
is required. 

Tbt Hon’hia Kumar 8HIB SHEKHAREBWAR RAY: Then, again, 
I personally asked Sir Nilratan Sarcar to give me an Indian Radiologist 
for employment in the Medical t^ollege but he too could not give me 
any name. 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN SARCAR: Only not in time; I gave the name 
of the best man ready and willing to take up the post. 

Tha HoR’bla Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Yes, after 
the appointment was made. This is the real position. It has, therefore, 
been found necessary to retain a larger number of I. M. 8. officers in 
the Medical College as specialists in their branches of teaching. 1 hove 
already given an assurance yesterday that whenever possible other 
conditions being equal, attempts would be made to fill up vacancies in the 
Medical College in the posts which are now not reserved for I. M. 8. 
officers by direct recruitment as far as possible from Bengal. 

With regard to the recruitment of assistant sprgeons I have also 
assured the Alouse that the rules will be modified as early as possible 
in a manner which would remove all legitimate grievances of* the 
candidates. 
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With reference to the pay of the two assiitant surgeons mentioned 
by Sir Nilratan 1 might say that it is impossible or rather it would be 
unjustifiable to give a civil surgeon's pay to Ihem who do not do the 
work of a civil surgeon. 

1 now come to my friend Dr. Amulya Batan Ghose. I have carefully 
listened to what has been said by the speakers and I might admit forth- 
with that the question of the establishment of a special sanatorium for 
tubercular patients has not yet been seriously considered by the local 
Government and the main reason is surely want of funds. The atten- 
tion of Government however was specially drawn to the question of 
tuberculosis in Bengal some time in 1927 and in 1928, a committee of 
medical experts was appointed to investigate the problem for the purpose 
of considering and reporting to the local Government a practicable means 
of combating the disease. I have seen the report and I find that the 
matter was not so thoroughly investigated as it might have been done. 
It appears that the committee too had an eye on the financial condition 
of the Government and they confined their recommendations to such 
schemes only as the Government could give effect to immediately even 
in their present financial condition. The <ommittee suggested that the 
establishment and management of sanatoria may be left to voluntary 
organisations, Government of course helping such organisations by 
making grants towards their capital and recurring expenditure. For the 
time being Government are acting on this recommendation. Only last 
year we contributed a sum of one lakh to the tubercular sanatorium 
at Jadabpur. The promoters of this institution hope that eventually 
the sanatorium will have several hundreds of beds and sufficient land is 
being acquired by them to permit of further extension. 

Then there is a non-official organisation called the Anti-Tuberculosis 
Association founded by Mrs. (’ampbell-Forrester which has received every 
encouragement from Government. Only the other day His Excellency 
the Governor presided over its Annual Meeting at the Dalhousie Institute 
and I might tell Mr. Santi Shekhareswar Hoy that I also was present 
there. This Association has been asked to submit its proposals and when 
received they will find certainly a sympathetic response from Govern- 
ment. I think Mrs, Carapbell-Forrester has already examined several 
likely places where a sanatorium can be established. I would, there- 
fore, request the hon'ble mover as also Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Roy 
who, I know, takes a special interest in the T. B. question to put them- 
selves in toucli with Mrs. Campbell-Forrester, so that we may have the 
benefit of their cpNoperation, experience and advice in the matter. 

I might inform the hon'ble mover that we are not altogether neglect- 
ing the tubercular patients. There are tuberculosis wards in praetieaily 
all the Sadar hospitals in Bengal containing 4 beds for men and 2 for 
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wornm* The Medical College has a T. B. ward on the roof of its build* 
ing and it is doing good work and I think Dr. Ghose also knows about 
it. Tuberculosis a'ards in the Presidency General Hospital are also oa 
the top of the budding. 

I assure the hon’ble mover and the House that Government fully 
appreciate the gravity of the demand and, when funds permit, will take 
up the matter on behalf of the State and do their best to remove a genuine 
grievance of the people of Bengal. 

After this assurance I hope the hon*ble member will kindly see his 
way to withdraw his motion. 

The motion that the demand of Ks. 6,^0, o(Kl under the head *‘d2A. — 
Medical Establishment” be reduced by Re. 1 (no provision for the estab- 
lishment of a sanatorium for tuberculosis patients) was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Sli nn S, Msulvl tiisimiMMhi. 

Ali, Msttlvi Hmmii. 

•sMIi, Msulvi tysS MsliS. 

■sntrii. Mr. S. 

BsffHMrjM, astMi Jltendrslsl 
8s»u, asbu ^stinSra Nath. 

•atu Mr. NaranSra Kamar. 

Matt, Mr. i, M. 

■ural, Msha Oafcsl ChaaS. 

ChatUrjat, Mr. S. C. 

ChaaShiiri, Sahii Kiahari Mahan. 
Oh ayShn r l, Or. Ja sa nSra OhanSra. 
ChauShttrl, Khan OahaSyr Mauhrl Alhntii' 
Mman. 

ChayShyry, Mauivi Nural Ahaar. 
ChawShyry, Mauhrl AbSui Glianl. 

Daa, Rai BahaSur Kamini Kumar. 

Dutt, Rai Ryhasur Or. HariShan. 
Failullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Ohaaa, Or. Amulya Raun, 

Ouha, Baby Rrafula Kumar. 

Hahim, Msulvi Abdul. 

Haahamy, Maulvi Syad Jalaiuddin. 

Nayua, Kaai Bmdadul. 

Naaaahit Maulvi Muhammad. 


Hus, Khan Sahib Mauhrl Baaiul. 

Hus, Mr. A. K. Patl.ul. 

Karhn, Maulvi AbduL 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Musuam Ali. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamifuddin. 

Lai Muhammad, Hajl. 

Mitra, Baby Sarst Chandra. 

Maabtriaa, Mr. Syamaaraaad. 

Has, Baby Suk Lai. 

Paddar, Bath HunuuMM Praaad. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Ray Chawdhury, Babu SatWi Chandr^ 
Raut, Babu Haaani. ^ 

Ray, Babu Satyandra Nath* 

Ray, Maharaja Ja«adiab Nath, at 

Ray, filT Bljay Praaad Smtli. 

Ray, Mr. SaHaawar tmth. 

Ray, Mr. Carat Kumar. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Chahharaawar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Nam Chandra. 
Sahana, Babu Si|tya Klnbar. 

Samad, Mauhrl Abdua. 

Saraar, Or. Sir Nilratan. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 


NOEi. 


Bal, Mr. Carat Chandra* 

BaNabh, Rai Bahadur Oabandra Nath. 
Banarji, Rai Bahadur Ktahab Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Cattails, Mr. A. 

C hau dh uri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaBiur 
Ra h man . 

Ca ita, Mr. O. d. 

Oat, Babu Catyaadra Kmaar. 

Oath, Mr. A. d. 


Chutnavi, tha Han'Mt ARiadJ Sir 
Abdaiharim. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Oumar, Mr. C. W. 

Nabibullah, Nautab Khwaja. 

NaSB. Mr. O. P. 

Huttain, Maulvi Latafat 
KataaL Mauhrl AhuL 
Khan, Mr. Rataur R ah man . 

Marr, Mm HaaWa Mr. A. 
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HMiillt Mr, L. R. 

RriRtlM, Mr W. P. R. 
milHMUl, Mftvivi Atillir, 
lUy, Mbv NatMNirft NArayaii. 
Ilay» Pm HM'bM KwiMr tlilb 
MWftf* 

Pay Oliaytfhifri, Mr. K. C. 
•arMr, fir 


Urkw, PM IMiM PateP MtliMi. 
•tMMtMi, Mr. H. I. 
ittPrawarPy, Mr. N. f. 


•tatii, Lt<eaL N. ■. 
•tavMM, Mr. H. S. I. 
Twyaam, Mr. N. i. 
WarpMrarPi, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 48 and the Noes 43, the motion was carried. 


3-4o p.in. 

Mr> PRESIDENT: The allotted time for the discussion of this 
demand is up, and I must forthwith put every question necessary to dis- 
pose of the demand under discussion. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 48,59,000, as amended by the Council, 
be granted for expenditure under the head “32. — Medical” was then 
put and agreed to. 

The time limit having been reached the following motions under 
the head “32. — Medical” were not moved: — 

Mft Pi Ni QUHA: “That the demand of Rs. 3,25,000 under the 
head ‘32B. — Hospitals and dispensaries’ be reduced by Rs. 100. (To 
raise a discussion about the a<lvi.sability or otherwise of the opening of 
non-alloputhic dispensaries in the mufassal),” 

Khftn B^idlir Mtlrivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 70,000 under the head ‘32. — Medical — Comilla Hospital Building’ 
be reduced by Rs. 50,000.” 

MtaNlIvi EYED JALALUDOIN HASHEMY: “That the demand of 
Rs, 3,83,000 under the head *32B. — Hospitals and dis{)ensuries, granis- 
in-aid, contributions and donuticms — Grants to hospitals and dispen- 
saries (Reserved and Transferred)’ be reduced by Re, 1. (To draw 
attention to the fact that the total death rates due to malaria, cholera and 
other epidemic diseases are far higher than birth rates in the police- 
stations liohagorah and Narail in the district of Jessore).” 

MAMlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 23,42,000 
under the head *32B. — Hospitals and di8|)ensarie8’ be reduced by 
Rs, 100. (To disapprove of the policy followed in recruiting ministerial 
officers in the Calcutta Medical College Hospitals, the School of Tropical 
Medicine and Hygiene, the Campbell Medical School Hospital, the 
Presidency General Hospital, and the Sainbhu Nath Pandit Hospital 
whereby Muhammadans are almost excluded from appointment).” 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN GNOfR: the demand of Rs. 3.02,000 

under th^ head ^32C. — Grants for medical purposee' be rednced by 
R«. 100. (To draw attention to the fact that nothing has been done to 
establish a medical school in the district of Howrah).** 

Riji BHUPENDRA NARAYAN tINHA BaliMlur, of Naslii|Htrt 

**That the demand of Rs. 3,02,000 under the head *320. — Grants-in-aid, 
contributions and donations (Transferred)* be reduced by Tte. 1. (To 
draw attention to the need for contributing more money for d/ioi training 
and for the introduction of the Ayurvedic and Unaui systems).** 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN 8AR0AR: **That the demand of Hs. 3,09,000 
under the head ‘32C. — Grants for medical purposes* be reduced by Re. 1 .’* 

Mr. P. N. CUHA. ^^That the demtind of Rs. 9,50,000 under the 
head ‘32D. — Medical College and Schools* be reduced by Rs. 100. (To 
raise a discussion about the question of medical education generally).*' 


Maulvi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: 'That the demand of Rs. 4,87,000 
under the head ‘32E. — Mental Hospitals* be reduced by Re. 1. (To draw 
attention of Government to the want of accomiitodatiou of insane convicts 
in Mental Hospitals).” • 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: That the demand of 
Rs. 4,87,(MK) under the head *32R. — Mental Hospitals' be reduced by 
He. 1.” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: "That the demand of Rs. 48,59,000 
under the head ‘32. — Medical' be reduced by Re. 1. (To draw attention 
to the inadeijuacy of the provision).” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: "That the demand of 
Rs. 48,59,000 tinder the head ‘32. — Medical' be reduced by Re. 1. 
(General p'olicy with reference to backward classes).** 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: *That the demand of Rs. 48,59,000 
under the head ‘32. — Medical* be reduced by He. 1. (To criticise the 
working of the department).** 

Khm BMitti Maulvi BAZLUL HUQ: **ThBt the demand cl 
Rs. 48,59,000 under the bead *32.~Medicar be reduced by Re. 1.** 
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8a.-^iiMlo HMUlii. 

Tin Hon’bla Kumar SHIS SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, on the 
re<;ommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg^ to move that a 
8urn of Ils. 40,91,000 be jfranted for expenditure under the head “33. — 
Public Health.” 

Permit me, Sir, at the outset to inform the House that for the next 
year it has been possible for us to budget an amount which exceeds the 
actuals of 1928-29, by about Rs. 8,21,000 and the revised estimate of 
1929-30, by Rs. 4,31,000. Sir, I need hardly remind the House that 
every increase under this head necessarily indicates a further expansion 
of our activities for the welfare of our people. This is a department 
where the more we spend the more we are able to bring health and 
happiness to the people. 

Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PREIIDENT: We shall save a lot of time if we have one dis- 
cussion on motions 398 to 402. They all relate to the head 33A. Is 
there any objection ? 

(There was no objection.) 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mtulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Bs. 74,000 
under the hea^ *33A. — Public Health Establishment — Oontribution 
towards jwiy of Health Officers and Sanitary InHpe<‘tors* be reduced by 
Rs, 100, (To criticise the policy of appointing sanitary Inspectors not 
on a provincial basis).” 

Khm Bahaclur Mtulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 5,10,000 under the head “‘13A. — Public Health Estab- 
lishment — Dire< tor of Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. (To 
express disapproval at the in.siifficiency of grants for the publicity work 
of the Public Health Department). 

Sir, my inteutiou is to draw the attention of the House to the insuffi- 
ciency of grants for publicity work of the Public Health Department. 
In the present situation of Bengal, that is the one department which 
requires a large amount of attention on the part of Government. Unfor- 
tunately this department is not receiving attention in matters of publicity 
work. I am not sure it it is known to the members of this House that 
for some years past administrative approval has been given to a seiieme 
for ilie expansion of the publicity work of this department. Unfortu- 
nately it has not .vet l>een possible for the Public Health Department 
to incorporate the amount of grant for this purpose in the budget. 

Sir, it is imperative that the sanitary consciousness of the pec^le 
ehould be rouse<l up and that public health ideas should be instilled in 
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them# But tkmt is not possible especially in this presidency, where we 
heve net yet been able to provide tree primaxy education for the masses, 
if the publicity work is not done properly. 

Sir, I admit that this work is also the concern of local bodies, but 
surely it is the duty of Government to supplement the work that is being* 
done by these bodies. I believe I am voicing the sentiment of the general 
public when I say that in this matter Government should shoulder its 
responsibilities in full and do its very best to help the publicity work of 
this department. Government has not done its best in the matter. I 
submit that publicity work requires immediate attention from Govern- 
ment, if we are to effectively tackle such epidemit^s as small-pox, malaria, 
kala-asar, tuberculosis and other diseases. A certain amount of pub- 
licity campaign has been organised by some ot the district l)oards, but 
I regret to say that they meet with tremendous difficulty in getting help 
from the Public Health ]>epartmeu(, because the publicity branch ot 
that department is so under-staffed that it cannot meet the demands from 
the different districts of Bengal. T believe that it is the duty of the 
Ministry of Public Health to see that public opinion is satisfied, by pro- 
viding sufficient grants for this purpose. 

Sir, I will not draw any (romparison between one grant and another. 

I know that there is a certain amount of recurring grant and a certain 
amount of non-recurring grant. But even as regards the non-recurring 
grant this department does not get its proper share, though it is found 
possible to give lump grants to institutions about the utility of which we 
are not satisfied from any point <»f view whatsoever. In any case, 1 do 
not wish to cite instances and to make invidious distinctions, but 1 shall 
content myself by saying that this deimrtment deserves the immediate 
attention of Government. 

4 p.in. 

Tha Han’bla Kumv SHii SHEKHARftWAII RAY! Sir, I have 
no hesitation in admitting at once that with a larger sum our publicity 
blanch would be able to do much more useful work than they are doing 
at present. In fact, at the present moment, we have a scheme ready 
which would cost us about Rs. 24,000 a year, hut we are unable to give 
effect to it for want of funds. I have nothing to add to what I have said. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mauivi Axisiil Haque was then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

R«ia RNUPEHilRA NARAYAN tlNtlA UlkmOt, Nuliipttr: 

“That the demand of Rs. 7,14,000 under the head %1A. — PuHio Health 
EetablishmenC be reduced by Re. 1. (To draw attention to the urgent 
Aaoeaaity M an increased staff in the PubJicit? Department).** 
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Maylvi tHAHHIUODIN AHlieOt *'That the demand of Be. 744,000 
under the head *33A.~Pub)ic Health . Eatabliahment’ be reduced by 
lU. 1,50,000/' 

Or. Sir NILRATAN OARCAR: That the demand of Be. 7,14,000 
under the head ‘33 A. — Public Health Eaialrlighment’ be reduced by 
Be. 1." 

ICIUtfi Bahadur MaiHvi AZIZUL HAQUEs ^That the demand cf 
B«. 2,60,000 under the head ‘33B. — Public Health — Grant for rural 
water-supply' he reduced by 1(K). (To recrord disupproral at the 
reduction of the grant from the figures of the revised estimate of 
1929410)." 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Be. 60,000 under the head %3B. — Public Health — Asansol Water- 
Supply Scheme’ be reduced by Bs. 20,000." 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Be. 26,000 under the hcwl ‘33B, — Public Health'— Titagarh Sewerage 
Scheme’ be reduced by K«. 10,(K)0.'‘ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; Sir, 1 do not propose to 
move either motion Nos. 403, 404 or 406, but I propose, with your per- 
mission, to move No. 400. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Bs. 28,31 ,(K)0 under the head “33B. — Grants for Public Health 
purposes" be reduced by Rs. 100. (To draw attention to the failure 
of the present Food Adulteration Act to check the problem of food 
adulteration in rural areas). 

Sir, my intention in moving this motion is to draw attention to the 
failure of the present Food Adulteration Act to check the problem of 
food adulteratiott rural areas. I must admit that this failure has been 
due not to any defect in the Act. As a matter of fact it is the bad 
administration of the Act by the Judicial officers which is responsible 
for the failure. In ray district I have taken particular pains to study 
this question and 1 can give instances of high adulteration of ghee or 
oil in which the offemiers were let off with a fine of only a few rupees. 
You will understand the difficulties of district boards and municipalities 
in prosecuting cases of food adulteration ; they have first to send their 
inspectors to ins^t the article in question, thereafter to make a pay- 
ment of Bs. 2 to the Public Health Department for the analysis of the 
particular article, to tkieet other incidental charges which amount to 
Be. 1 ; these things they have got to do before starting a pmecution. 
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but the case is actually started, oae of the health staff ha» to be 
presenivin court. Each prosecution costs roughly about Rs. T or Rs. 8. 
If after this, the punishment inflicted by the magistrate is a nominal one, 
not to speak of being a deterrent one, it does not encourage the local 
bodice to start such prosecutions. Our district board has pvoseonted 
last year no less than 200 persons and about 200 in the year before last. 
You will be astonished to hear. Sir, that in some cases for the second 
offence the same offender was fined for the some offence much less than 
the fine in the first case. I will give an instance in which a man was 
prosecuted for exposing sweetmeats and other eatables to dust and flies’, 
but the magistrate held 

Tha Hon’bla Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: On a point 
of order, Sir. The Local Self-Government Department have no control 
over the magistrates, and any reference made to the magistrate will be 
out of order. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I explain that I am 
not out of order, because tlie Ixical Self-Government ]>e])artment is to 
see that the Act is not merely passed hut actuaJly put into practice, and 
the department should take such steps that the Act becomes effective, 
I am showing that the Act is ineffective. Then in regard to the case, 
the magistrate held that the previous day’s rain stopped the dust and 
the man was ac<piitted, forgetful of the fact that the danger is not merely 
against dust hut also the flies. I am drawing attention of the 
House to the fact that successive district magistrates have drawn the 
particular attention of the magistrates concerned to this evil, and from 
the inspection report of the District Magistrate of Nadiu of a munici- 
pality in our district, I c^iiote the following extract: “The Chairman 
complains that botli under the Hackney CWiiage Art and under the 
Food Adulteration Act the sentences of fines passed by magistrates are 
not only often far too lenient, but also in many cases the municipality 
is out-of-|MK*ket. Again se<.*tion 5 and section 6 of the Food Adulteration 
Act provides for fines up to Its. 1,0*10 and Rs. 500 respectively. In each 
of these instances it cost^ the municipality Rs. 5 for analysis in Calcutta 
of the suspec ted articles, process fees and sometimes lawyers* fees. The 
fine inflicted is inadequate. It is a serious offence and menace to pub- 
lic health.” In spite of this inspection report of the District Magistrate 
it had no effect. Next year another magistrate came and said that: 
“In view of the outbreak of beri-beri in the town special attention should 
be paid by the sanitary staff of the municipality to the adillterated food- 
stuffs sold. The number of cases instituted in the current year is onb 
15, The number is too small in view of the extensive sale of adulterated 
food-atuffs in the market. The Chairman complains of the inadequacy 
of the punishments inflicted in food adulteration cases. I And that In 
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the seven cases convicted daring the year the total amount of hues in^ 
hicted is only Bs. 49, and in two cases only the hue was Be, iO or more. 
Mr. Dumo commented last year on the insufficiency of the fines. 1 hope 
that adequate punishments will be inflicted in such cases.*’ In spite of 
that it has not been done. I have got a list of cases showing instances 
in which a man for his first offence was convicted with a fine of Bs. 2 
and for his second offence he was fined Bs. 5. In most of these cases the 
articles on analysis were found to be highly adulterated. Now, it is 
true that it is the duty of the local bodies to counteract the evil, but unless 
adequate punishment is inflicted on the delimiuents the local bodies are 
powerless. An offence of this nature may be tolerated for the first time, 
if there by any mitigating circumstance, but surely its repetition for 
the second time cannot and should not be tolerated. I am drawing the 
attention of the Local Self-Government Department to these things to 
show that the Act is ineffective. I think it is the duty of the Local 
Self-Government Department to see that the provisions of the Act are 
properly given effect to. There are several cases where the man is not 
fined at all but merely warned. I will refiain at this stage from citing 
instances of judicial discrimination where in a particular municipality 
the offenders are fined Bs. 100 or Bs. 80 though in another municipality 
fines of only Bs. 2 or Bs. 5 are imposed for the same offence. But in 
our district the position is such that we feel it is no use wasting the time 
of our officers if diwstic punishments are not inflicted in these cases. 
"With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mf. t* Ml BOiEt 1 beg to move that the demand of Bs. 28,31,000 
under the head “33B. — Grants for Public Health purposes’* be reduced 
by Re, 1. (To discuss a loan policy on the lines of Mr. C. R, Das’s 
scheme. ) 

Sir. on the 24th November, 1921, Sir Surendrunath Bauerjea, then 
Minister in charge of Public Health, in his speech before the House, 
explained his idea to draw up a comprehensive scheme of water-supply 
and anti-malaria operations embracing the whole province, and then to 
map It oift year by year and go on with it progressively. But he said 
this could only b# dPne by a loan as these were works of permanent utility. 
He asked the Council to recognise the principle that as works of perma- 
nent utility, the only method of carrying them out would be by loans. 
No further progress apparently was made in the matter till Mr. C. R. Das 
in his famous speech on the 29th February, 1924, outlined his scheme 
in the following words — 

“Borrow 5 rrores at 6 per cent, interest, and arrange for a sinking 

fond at 2 \ per cent ; with 5 crores for nation-bailding purposes you 

can do a great deal. S^nd one crore for technical education in Bengal, 
apend one crore for primary education, speud 39 lakhs for iqwdal Muham- 
madan educational institutions, spend 30 lakhs for those who are 
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the d ty r ee s ed Giesees ; apend one crore for weeding out melaria 

and ludllHMaf, and spend 40 lakhs for the deTelopnent of agriculture— 

you can do all this for Htg crores Mid spend one^third of the sum 

towards the transferred department, one-third to pay interest, and one- 
third towards sinking fund charges.’’ 

We heard that Mr. Das was asked to submit a detailed scheme which 
was done. The Public Health Department, I understand, was consulted 
by Goveniment regarding that portion of the Das scheme dealing with 
public health organisation for Bengal. I believe the principle under- 
lying it was approved. But so far as we are aware, Government slept 
over the matter till February, 1927, when a part of Mr. Das’ scheme 
regarding public health organisation was adopted by Government, and 
a sum of Rs. 12 lakhs was to In* spent annually from the funds of Govern- 
ment to be supplemented by t> lakhs to be provided by the district boards. 
The main idea, adopted from the Das scheme, was to divide the whole 
country into units on the system of thanas and establish a public health 
staff in each of these — roughly — thanas, consisting of an assistant 
medical officer of the sub-assistant surgeon class, together with one sani- 
tary assistant, with mmlicine, apparatus, etc. Acc'ording to the s<‘heme 
adopted, there were to lie o87 such units. This has been in force for 
three years and already almut 5oU such health units have been started in 
as many thanas. This has already given very great relief and the 
scheme has become very popular. 


4-15 p.m. 

Now, Sir, I have to ask what about the rest of the Das scheme? 
Why have the Government adopted only a very small part thereof? 
Why has not the loan M’heine been adopted? We have a suspicion that 
the almighty Finance Department has had a hand in the pie; we believe 
that the Finance member coming from the city of granite has a heart 
of granite and has turned down the scheme. 

Now, Sir, I .say it is a very serious matter that Government has 
turned down a s<;heme calc ulated to give relief to thousands of ray (M>un- 
tryiuen. If the Government had the courage, the heart, to adopt this, 
then within these six years from 1924 to 1930, a great deal could have 
already been done towards the eradication of preventable diseases like 
cholera, small-pox and malaria. During these six years, I do not know 
how many thousands of people have died from these diseases, whose lives 
might have been spared, had our demand been adopted. 8ir, I ask, who 
is reeponsible for the previous lives of our brothers saerihced by the folly 
of Government? Sir, I am not a Swarajist and do believe in non-violence 
ia speech, but it is difficult to curb one’s indignation when one dwells on 
this ^massacre” of innocent people. 
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But tbej shall have not died in Tain if we hereby resolve that we shall 
not tolerate the continuation of this state of affaire. We, therefore, call 
upon the Government through the Hon’ble Minister forGiwith to take 
steps to float a loan with the object of eradicating these preventable 
diseases. It is no use sitting, like the Government, with folded hands 
waiting for something to turn up. No, we must bestir ourselves. We 
must call the Government to book, and make them heed public opinion. 
We have heard a good deal about ^‘responsible” Government but very 
little about ''retpomive* Government. Let Government be responsive — 
let them in time take heed. Sir, the dumb millions patiently waiting for 
their doom may soon cease to be dumb. Already faint whisperings are 
being heard. Let Government, I say again, take heed, let them not try 
to suppress the mutterings by talk of spread of anarchy. No, let them 
by love, by real and not lip sympathy, win the hearts of the people by 
taking prompt measures to alleviate their miserable condition. 

4-16 p.m. 

Mr. F. V. RUSHFORTH: I rise to oppose this motion not because 
1 have no sympathy with the objects for which the expenditure is 
proposed but simply ber'ouse I consider that a loan is not the correct 
way in which to raise money for these objects. We are all in 
sympathy, Sir, with the desire to extend primaiy’ education and to 
impiove the conditions of our fellow (Teatures in this province, but 
Sir, in dealing with the question of a loan we must keep in mind 
certain canons of sound finance. If we depart from these we shall 
render our final condition worse than the first. There are certain 
principles, Sir, I should like to place Wfore the House, w'hich should 
l>e borne in mind in dealing with the raising of a loan and with 
expenditure fiom* a loan. 'Phe first condition is that that the 
expenditure must not be for ordinary recurring purposes. In other 
words, it should be in the nature of savings, present or future. Any- 
thing in the shape of recurring expenditure should be provided for 
from our ordinary revenue. The second condition is that a loan should 
be used for the purpose of the creation of tangible asseta which in 
themselves prtnide the revenue to pay for the sendee of the loan. 
For that reason. Sir, I am strongly in favour of a more bold and 
more vigorous loan policy in this province. I mentioned that in my 
comment on the budget previously. But, Sir. in raising a loan we 
must bear in mind that its subject must be the building up of productive 
assets which have a capital value. For instance, I mentioned that we 
ought to raise a loan for the purpose of making roads and bridges 
and improving communications which will represent productive assets. 
If you think for one moment, you will see that such assets would 
have a marketable va^ue with anybody — a private company or with 
Government. They would, in themselves, produce revenue which 



1930.] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


541 


would pay for the service of the loan. The loan would not be a 
burden on Gie community in frcneral. If, however, the money i« 
spent on ordinary objects which means that consumption takes place 
and there are no tangible assets as a result of the expenditure^ then 
a loan is not the correct way to get money for these obje<*ts. It is 
quite possible that by spending loan money on improving the physique 
or the education of a community there might l)e indirectly, in Oourse 
of time, an improvement in the earning capacity of the people as 
a whole. But, Sir, that question has been considered by the author* 
ities on public finance and it is generally admitted that the reaults 
are too uncertain to justify loan expenditure on those objects. I 
would, therefore, commend to this House that, while we are entirely 
in sympathy with capital expenditure where it can l)e used for pro- 
ductive assets, we should oppose any tendency to fritter away our 
savings on ordinary re<‘urring expenditure which should be met from 
ordinary revenue. 

Maharaja JAGADISH NATH ROY, of Dinaipur: Mr. President. 
Sir, in rising to support this token cut I have the greatest fear of 
being misunderstood by my hop^hle friend the Kumar Sahib. I feel 
so strongly in the matter of public health that I could not refrain 
from touching the point even in my very first speech in this Council. 
It lof>ks, of course, a little awkward that when there are so many able 
and learned ineinljer.H representatiiig North Bengal, 1 should rise again 
and again t<i hi ing forward the grievances of my part of the province. 
But even if they arc silent, I cannot remain quiet. I am, moreover, 
very sorry tha^ the grouping of subjects has fon*ed me to stand once 
again in {Mirtial op))osition to the Hon’ble Minister's demand. 

The object of my supp<)rt to this motion is primarily to mark our 
disapproval of the action of the department or, for the matter of that, 
to make a protest against the stolid indiffereme of the Government 
as shown by their inade<iuatc pixjvision for w'ater-supply in rural areas. 

If the hoii’ble members will only think of the ridiculously small 
amount provided for the purpi)f-e in the whole of Bengal, they cannot 
help concluding that all talk al>out public health and water-supply 
is bom of sheei pity without any real help being intended. Sir, it 
is quite late in the day to (*onvince anybody how water is connected 
with the question of public health, and I might at once say, from 
my own knowledge as rhainiian of the District Board of Dinajpiir 
for some years and that obtained from my association with the work- 
ings of the Municipality and the District Board for a period of aliout 
15 years, that much of the deplorably pCKir condition of the health 
of the Dinajpur district is to be attributed to the sc^arcity and bad- 
ness of drinking water. Our rivers are dead and dying. They are 
practically devoid of water. There is, no doubt, an overflow daring 
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the raine ; but the water then brings with it the fell diseases of malana, 
kala-aear and cholera. Most of the rivers, that ran proudly through 
my part of the province, have come almost to a dead halt. Famiii* 
and pestilence stalk their banks to-day. And most of the ills that 
iny district of Dinajpur suffers from is due to the moribund condi* 
tion of the risers. 

All my friends here know that public health, water-supply, agri* 
culture and irrigation are all inter-connected and none can thrive 
at the expense or neglect of another. Drought may or may not be 
a vengeance of God for the sins of the many beings created by Him^ 
but the dire consequences of pecuniary distress and man-killing 
diseases fall no doubt on the head of the Government also. 1 know 
that the various district lioards do all that lie in their power to 
mitigate the distress arising from scarcity and impurity of water. 
During famine conditions relief works also are started; but can the 
occasional digging of the bed of a dead and_ dying river bring any 
great relief either to the famished people or meet the general want 
of water-supply? Sir, the apathy of the Irrigation Department be 
not better said at all. Their^s is a privileged position. Their efforts 
are mostly confined to speculations and reports. It is not unnatural 
that people should consider this “white elephant'’ of a department 
as the most dangerous in the whole administration of Bengal. I da 
not mean any reflection on any of my hon’hle friends who are in 
cliarge of irrigation, agriculture, and public health or water-supply. 
One thing that I cannot uxiderstand, Sir, is that in spite of these 
heavy establishments little work is done. It is a myster%' to me why 
irrigation has been made a Reserved subject at all. I should have 
very much liked if by some means or other the.se three departments 
could be brought under one Member or Minister. 

Sir, I know that al»out a thou.sand wells have up till now been 
sunk by the District Board of Dinajpur, but many thousands of them 
will have to be done before the question of water-supply in the district 
is somewhat solved. My district of Dinajpur has become a by-word 
for malaria and kula-axur. Is there any doubt that if water con- 
ditions of the district could be made a little better, the cruel hand 
of Death might l>e .stayed to some extent at least? Then, as regards 
the rural public health organisation, some centres have already been 
opened in the district and some more would be in working order in 
the near future, but there again is the Question of money involved* 
If the staff wording those organisations tie not provided with suit- 
able quarters even in the total absence of rented houses, the health 
centres can never be expected to work satisfactorily. I do not know 
if the department has even thought on this point alihongh we on our 
part did not fail to bring it to the notice of the Qovemmoxit. Sir^ 
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whichmr side of tke problem we might think of, an empty nothing* 
neaa epreads before our vision. But I believe that if the question of 
money is settled, very little time is required for the fructification of 
the schemes that have been mooted times without number. I cnn very 
well assure my Minister friend, therefore, that if we apparently 
array ourselves against him we know that he is helpless. But, what 
else can we do to ventilate our grievances^ 1 mean, grievances that 
are so long«standing that the heart has become almost sick to repeat 
them again and again. I sh^mld like only to repeat them again 
them again and again. I should like only to tell the Hon^ble Kumar 
Sahib that he must not make any attempt to shirk the question. 
Jiet him take courage in both hands and vindicate the responsibility 
that he has taken upon himself. 

Mr. PREilOEMT: Order, order. The member may speak when wa 
reassemble after the prayer adjournment. 

[At 4-30 the Council was adjourned for prayers and it re-assembled 
at 4-40 p.ra.] 

Mahtraji JAGA0I8H NATH ROY, of Difiajpur: Sir, a glance 
through the Ccuncil pnw'eedings of the last year showed me that the 
then Menilier in charge of Irrigation eluded the grasp of an hon'hle 
councillor on the question of water-supply by simply mentioning that 
the Irrigation hudgel did not exhibit the entire money to be spent 
for the purfwse and he very kindly referred to Act VI of W20. I^et 
not our present friends emulate that example. So long as the present 
grouping of subjects remains, I implore them to make co-ordination 
and co-operation among them {KMsible. 

Sir, there has been of late another fashion in vogue to assign 
our age-long social habits as the cause of all ills and ailments and 
mortality of all kinds. I know that light and uii contribute a g(K>d 
deal to the improvement of health ; but insanitary surroundings, 
want of pure water and nutritious fm»d, bad drainage and the scanty 
flow’ of river water, are induhitahlv the prime causes of disease and 
death in rural areas at present. 

Sir, when I .speak of the woes and miseries of our people I speak 
from my own personal experience. I feel myself in my own heart 
how even the xamindars have been affected greatly in financial matters* 
by constant ravages of malaria and kala-aaar among their tenantry, 
not to speak of the fast deteriorating agricultural condition of the 
people as a whole. Sir, the Di.strict Board Conference that sat under 
the presidency of the Hon*ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter towards the 
end of 1927, in the proceedings of which I had the honour to participate, 
reoomgiended a loan scheme and it was accepted by the Government. 
We had high hopes that a solution was possible after nil. But a« 
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many of the hopes and expectations of human beings are very often 
dashed to the ground we were not quite surprised when we too were 
soon disappointed. But repeated disappointments are sure to make 
men callous or desperate. Some of us have really grown indifferent 
to our environments, and that a section of the people has become 
desperate also, is abundantly clear from the signs of unrest about us. 
Sir, as one bound by duty and obligations to look to the welfare of 
thousands of people, I have given earnest thought to this all*important 
question of public health and its allied branches; but I do not see 
any other way of saving the people from ruin and death than by in- 
augurating a scheme of loan, be it on the model suggested by the 
late Mr. C. tt. Das. or by reviving the one once accepted by the 
Government for this purpose. With these words, Sir, I give my 
hearty support to the motion of my friend, and in doing so, I hope 
that the department concerned and the Government also will take 
note of the fact that we do not express our minds to-day, only with 
a few to play to the gallery. Before I sit down. Sir, I should like 
to nut one single question to my hon^ble friend on the Government 
bench. We all have heard of the Public Health Circular issued on 
the ‘10th October last to all (commissioners of Divisions on the subject 
of a loan policy for the improvement of rural water-supply. Let the 
district boards Hu))mit their well-thought-out proposals in reply thereto 
and let the depaiiinent employ their time in examining them us 
minutely as possible, I cun have no objection to that. But I cannot 
think that the department does not know that at least some of the 
distri(‘t Imainls are heavily involved in debt and it is sometimes 
difficult for them to l)ear even the yearly interest devolved on them. 
What does the department mean to do in cases where the district boards 
are totally unable to incur any further loan? Will the department 
allow the causes of the suffering po<ir to go by default or devise fresh 
means to come to their assistance? I pause for a reply. 

Th4 Hon'blE Kumar 8HIB $HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, the 
question of tbe auppression of adulteration of foot! raised by my 
bon ble friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azixul Haque, is at present 
seriously engaging attention of the Government. With reference to 
his main complaint alwut the fines imposed by magistrates, I am not 
a lawyer but as a layman I am of opinion that the Government 
hardly can interfere with the discretion vested in the magistrates 
under the Act. I do not know, Sir, if anything can be done throfigh 
the back-door. But I shall put myself in communication with the 
Political Department to see if I can do anything in the matter, though 
personally I do not like interfering with the discretion of magistrates. 

I think the Khan Bahadur is aware that recently we have intro- 
duced two Bills in the Council to strengthen our hands in dealing 
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with Adulterated food and we have also provided a grant to enable 
district boards to establish district laboratories for examining food 
samples and I might say that Government are thinking about appoint* 
ing a small committee to further examine the question of food 
adulteration and advise Government on the line of action to be taken 
in the matter. I think this will satisfy my hon*ble friend the Khan 
Bahadur and he might see his way to withdraw his motion. 

5 p.m. 

The .scheme reteried to by Mr. 8. M. Bose, if I am permitted to 
say 80 . was of the crudest character. It was however critically 
examined by the Public Health Department and certain definite 
schemes were formulated by that department. The first one, namely, 
the rural health unit scheme was introduced in Bengal some three 
years back and has been since vigorously pushed on and hv the end 
of this year we hope to have a sanitary unit attached to every thana 
in Bengal. That is one part of the .scheme which has already been 
given effect to. 

With regunl to the loan p^dicy, the Hon’hle Sir Provush (’bunder 
Mitter prepared a scheme under which a sum of rupees one crore 
could he raised as a loan to push on works of public* utility of a 
sanitary character. When his prr>po8als were cdrculated for opinion 
to the Io<‘al bodies it was found that almost ever^' local body had 
a special proposal of its own. All attempts to bring about a cx)- 
ordination among their proposals have so far proved aliortive. The 
position of (lovernment in this matter is rather peculiar. We are 
almoet in the jwsition of an advisory Inidy. If our advice be bruahed 
aside by any of these self-governing local Imdies I do not think we 
can do much in the matter. Well, Sir, having failed in our attempt 
to secure a unity of principle for a vast subject liki» rural public 
health we have now prepared a scheme, I might say a modest scheme, 
under which lc»ans could be advanced to district Iwards for rural 
water-supply at an easy rate of interest. The details of that scdieme 
were placed before the House in reply to a question put by Mr. Bijoy 
Prasad Singha Roy and I hope that the members are now familiar with 
it. This year we have provided a sum of Rs. 6 lakhs to be advanced 
as loan to local bodies for rural water-supply. We are tr>dng our 
best to popularise that scheme and we hope for go<Kl results in the 
course of the year. I assure the members that the resources of the 
local bodies as well as of the Government are sufficient for the purpose 
of raising a Joan of quite a decent amount but the real difficulty lies 
with the desire and capacity of the local bodies to fully utilise the 
loan. We are trying to enthuse local bodies so that they may come 
forward and shoulder their duties and responsibilities and bring relief 
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to the people. I hope our efforts will not |lro in vain, and in view 
t>f \he attempts that we are makinjr I will request the mover to with- 
draw this motion too. 

With reference to the remark.s made by my friend the Maharaja 
Bahadur of Dinajpur I mi^rht say ihat I explained our policy with 
reference to the water-supply problem in Bengal when replying to 
the budget debate and I do not propose to tire out the House by- 
repeating it over again. I would, however, remind my friend the 
Maharaja Bahadur that we propose to spend a sum of Rs. 12 lakha 
on water-supply next year and I hope this would go a long w^ay to 
bring lelief to the suffering public in our villages. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: In view of the assur- 
ance given as regards Food Adulteration Act, I beg leave of the House 
to withdraw' my motion. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul Hacpie was, by leave 
of the (kjuncil, withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. S. M. Bose was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I propose to have one discussion on motions 
41(1 to 415. 1 shall take No. 4(lff along with motions w’hich relate 

to head “3d. — -Public Health. “ 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr, 8. M. BOSE: “That the demand of Us. 3,50,(10(1 under the 
head *33(\ — Kxjrenses in connecti<uj with epidemic diseases’ be reduced 
by Us. 10. n\) tliscu.ss the policy of subsidy to non-official agencies.)” 


Raji BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

“That the demand of Us. 3,50,000 under the head ‘33(\ — Ki>idemic 
distnises’ be reduced by Ue. I. (To draw attention to the necessity of 
distributing (juinine free of cost or at a nominal cost.)” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE; “That the demand of 
Rs. 3,50,000 under the hem! *33C. — Expense.s in connection with epi- 
demic diseases’ be reduced by Re. 1. (Insufficient provision.)’* 

Khmt Sahib MaMvi MUAZZAM ALI KHAN: “That the demand 
of Rs. 3,50,(KK) under the head *33C. — ^Expenses in connection with 
the epidemic di.seases’ be reduced by Re. I. ' (To discuss the insuffi- 
ciency of the grant and the lack of sufficient steps to combat the 
'Epidemic diseases.)** 
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Mauivi SHAMSUDDiy AHMED: ^That the demand of Us. 3,50,0(H» 
under the head ‘330. — Public Health — Expenses in connection with 
epidemic diseases’ he reduced hy Ke. 1. (Insufficiency of grant hnd 
the policy )” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: T heg to move that the demand of 
Its. 40,91.tK)() un<ler the head “33. — Public Health” he reduced by 
Rs. 100. (To draw attention to the injustice done to the vaccination 
inspecting staff hy not absorbing them in the rural health organisation 
started in 1027 or thereabout.) 

There is a fiistory about the vaccination inspecting staff in this 
province. In the beginning the^e officers were Government servants but 
in 1027 they were transferred under district Inucrds. Every one knows 
that the rural public health cuganisation which luus l)een in existence 
for some time was net in e-xi^tence previously. It was as early as 
the year lOlS, that (iovernment tfK)k into their (‘onsideration the <]ues- 
tion of organi''ing tlie rural public iiealth department on a new basis 
and a circular was is>ued on thc‘ 3rd l)ec*emlK»r, 1018. In that ciicular 
defects in tlie then prevailing organisation regarding public health 
work in rural area> were pednted out and the neceH.sjty of establish- 
ing u public health organisition in cuich district was also pointed out 
in paragraph 4 of that circular. Later on after giving due considera- 
tion to the scheme pioposed by the late Mi. (\ R. Das the presemi 
sy.stem was intioduced bv (rovernment. liefore that was done, in the 
year 1023. in a circular dated 2t)th March it was distinctly stated that 
the staff (»f paid vaccinators and vaccinating inspectors and sub- 
inspectors should be absorbed in the rural public- health organisation 
whicdi was j)rc<|>c»secl to be started. Subsec|uently it was found necen- 
sary that the.se people should be given .some hygienic* training. 'I’hey 
were accordingly given six months’ training at Government c-osi and 
then it was declared that they were cjuite fit lor rural health organ- 
isation work. After that what c-ame to pass was very extraordinary. 
Pnder the new scheme of rural public health organisation it was 
decided that the whole of the province .shcmld be dividcnl into as many 
units as there are thanas. hc» each thana liecame a health unit and 
a sanitary inspec-tor was plac-ed in charge of each health unit. 
Curiously enough these officers, i.e., the vac-cinating inspectors and 
sub-inspectors, although they bad the r<H|uisite hygienic training were 
not absorbed in the new' rural health organisation. It wdll lie seen 
that Government admitted that these officers who had the requisite 
training were quite fit for rural public health organi.sation work. We 
find that in letter No. 4fi50P., dated 8th Man-h, 1927, from the 
Director of ‘Public Health, Bengal, to the Secretary to the Govem- 
numt of Bengal, liOcal Self-Government Department, it was stated 
that all temporary' ancon firmed sub-inspector* and inspectors who 
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underwent a course of six months’ training in practical hygiene and 
sanitation had satisfied the standard of test and were fit for working 
under the rural health organisation scheme. 


5-15 p.m. 

They are, therefore, eligible for permanent service as sanitary 
inspectors with eflfect from the date of their transfer. 5ir, all these 
officers who have got training in hygiene W'ere expecting that they 
wouM be absorbed in the rural health organisation, but unfortunate- 
ly later on steps were taken by the Public Health Deparmtent which 
frustrated all their hoj>e8. Subseciuently they w’ere told that they 
were n(»t suitable for being taken in the rural health organisation, 
and, therefore, they were told definitely that they could not hope for 
any further improvements in the conditions of their service. Sir, this 
has caused a gocnl deal of heart-burning, and I think they have got 
a legitimate grievance against this decision of Government. If they 
were not to be ab8orl>ed in the rural health organisation, what was 
the necessity of giving them training in hygiene, and what w'as the 
ne<!essity for Government incurring a gt)od deal of expenditure for 
the purfM>se?' During the period of their training tbeir allowance 
was very inade(juate. They were paid at the rale of Rs. 30 per 
month, which was not at all adecjuate for their lodging and boarding 
expenses during their stay in Calcutta. These vaccinating inspectors 
and sub-insfwcotrs are quite efiicient people, and many of them are 
educationally as (|ualifieil as the sanitary inspectors. The latter are 
generally matriculates, some are l.A. or l.Sc. passed men, and some 
are non-matriculates. Among the former alwi, .some are matriculates, 
and s(ime read up to the l.A. or I. Sc. standard. Therefore, educa- 
tionally many of them are ns (]Ualified as the sanitary inspectors. 
Mcueover, they liave the requisite training, and they are practically 
doing all that the sanitary inspector are doing. Their duties are 
not ('onfinod to vaccination work only, but they are performing duties 
which are generally done by sanitary inspectors. These sanitary 
inspectors, when they pass their examination, have to take some sort of 
training under these vaccinating inspectors, who as an irony of fate 
ait* Huhsequontly placed in positions inferior to that of the former. This 
is a state of things to which I would call the serious attention of the 
Huii’ble Minister, and I hope that something will be done to remove the 
injustice done to these men. It cannot be said that they are unfit : they 
have got training as sanitary' inspectors, and there is no reason why they 
should be (Hinsidered as unfit. There is another point to which I want to 
make a reference. It is said that these men have not got any' engineer- 
ing training. Well, Sir, sanitary' inspectors have no doubt got some 
rudimentary training in engineering. In rural public health work 
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this eagiBeering traiuing is of no use. Therefore, although vaccina- 
tion inspectors and sub-inspectors have not got this training, they are 
under no disadvantage for working as sanitary inspectors and being; 
placed in charge of health units. 

The pay of these inspectors and sub-inspectors is very inadequate. 
Their number is small : there are 17 in8pe<*tor8 and 63 aub-inspeciors 
in the province in all. The pay of the inspectors is Rs. 60 — 56 — 60 
and that of the sub-inspectors Rs. 30 — 40, whereas the sanitary 
inspectors’ scale of pay is Rs. 60 — 5 — 1(K). Besides that the latter 
have got a very liberal scale of allowances, which make their total 
remuneration much alxive that of the vaccinating inspectors and sub- 
inspectors. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mtuivi 8HAMSUDOIN AHMED: That the demand of 
Rs. 28,31,000 under the head *33B. — Public Health — Grunts for Public 
Health Purposes’ (page 237, Civil Kstirnate) be reduced by Re. 1. 
(Insufficiency of grant and policy).” 

Khan Bahadur Maiilvi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand <.f 
Rh. l,00,fK)0 nndei the h(‘ad ‘33. — Public Health — .\iiti-Kala-ay.ar 
Campaign’ be reduced by Rs. 10. (To niise the quest ion of the future 
policy of Government in connection with the kala-asar work).” 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, LOCAL SELF-GOVERN- 
MENT DEPARTMENT (Mr. C. W. Gurtiar): Mr. President, Sir, I 
have been asked by the Hon’ble Minister to reply to this motion as it 
deals with correspondence and arrangements which weiv made before 
the Hon'ble Minister took over charge, and with a flubje<*t on which 
he has n(d yet had the cjpfKirt unity of }>assing final orders on repre- 
sentations received. I should like to say in the first place that I 
approach the subject with some diffidence, for naturally I do not 
want to feel that anything I say should act harshly on a poorly-paid 
class of employees who are carrying out in the districts necessary 
work — if humble wcrk — conscientiously, to the best of their abilities, 
and in a manner essential foi puVlic health as a whole. The task of 
vaccination is humble compared aith other branches of sanitary ins- 
pection work, but it is work on which the well being of the villagera 
depends. 

Now, in the very few moments at ray disposal I shall try to meet 
the points made by the mover generally, and his chief point was this ; 
that these vaccination sub-inspectors and inspectors were educationally 
qualified for the higher work of sanitary inspectors and ba<l Wen de- 
clared to be St) in 1927. It does seem to be the fact that originally 
there was some idea that it would he possible to absorb the greater 
proportion of vaccination inspectors and sub-inspectors transferred to 
district boards in the staff of inspec tors created under the mral health 
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ficheme. But it vei*y soon became apparent that the educational 
•Kiualifications of these inspectors and sub-inspectors whose whole life 
bad been 8i)ent in vaccination work were really not up to the standard 
required of men on the staff of the niral health unit. After all we 
pay thesi* officers handsomely, and when the Government of Bengal 
are spending rupees twelve lakhs a year on the scheme for rural health 
units it is as much in the interests of district boards as of Government 
that we should require a certain standard of educational qualification, 
of intelligence, of aptitude for new training (hear, hear) from men 
who are to receive this pay. The Director of Public Health, as soon 
as he put the matter to the test, was reluctantly forced to the conclu- 
sion that the majoi‘it> of these vaccinating sub-inspectors and inspec- 
tors were not really susceptilde of the new training, the new ideas 
to he put int(' men wh() are to he entrusted with the mission of looking 
after tite health of rural units. T think T am right in saying that six 
Huh-inspectors have been taken out of the grade of vaccinating sub- 
insfxectors and transferreil to that of sanitary inspectors 
in rural health units. And these men have the higher pros- 
pects before them. It is open still to the >ounger of the vac'cinatiiig 
insfKM'tors, who have the intelligence, the capac'ity, to receive this 
new training, which i.s essential fo] thi^ new work, to g(> up for the 
examination tor sanitary insplM•toI^ and hv passing this e.xami nation 
eiitei’ on the highei career. 

The Tuotion of Maulvi Taiuizuddin Khan was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Hs. 4b,91,0(M) be granted for expenditure 
under the head “Tt. — Public* Health” was then put and agreed to. 

The time limit having been reuc*hecl the following motions under the 
head “33. — Public Health” were not put : — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: ‘‘That the demand of Us. 40.91.(KH) 
under the head '•33. — Public Health’ be nnluced by Rs. lOt). (Gn the 
giound thu* the sum is quite inadequate for improving public health 
in Bengal, and that the major poitioii of this sum is Wing sjient on 
the departni^ut and for the salary of highly paid officers and not 
improving health of villagers.)” f 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD H088AIN: “That the demand of 
Rs. 40,91,000 under the head *33. — Public Health’ W reduced by 
Re. 1. (To draw attention to the inadequiwy of the grant for water- 
works at Barisnl to help the Barisal Municipality.)” 

Mr. 8ARAT .CHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of Rs. 40.91. 0(M) 
under the head *f33. — Public Health’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Ktian 8ahiB Maulvi BAZLUL HUQ:“That the demand oi 
Rs. 40,91,000 under the head ‘33. — Public Health’ be reduced by 
Re, 1,’’ 
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Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: That the demand of 
Rs. 40,91,000 under the head — Public Health’ be reduced by 
Re. 1. (General polic> with reference to backward classes.)” 


34.— Agriculture. 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*IHe Khan Bahadur K. C. M. Farcqui): Mr. President, Sir, on 
the reconiinendation of His Excellency the Governor, I Wjr to move 
that a sum of Rs. :.^'),r)r),(M)0 l»e granted for ex|>en(liture under the 
head ”04. — Ajrricultiire.” 

Thi.'^ budget provides foi the Agriculture Department, including 
Botanical and other public gardens, the Pivil Veterinary Department, 
and Bengal ^'etelinaly (V»llege and the Co-operative Department. 
Very little exi>lanation is recjuired in regard to this bu<lget. Tlie 
estimate** provide for the normal re^piirements of tlie departments 
except foi- small iiicienses due to increments to officers and their staff. 

In the VettMinary budget there is a small provision of Rs. 'l,(>7r> for 
the inst4»llati(Mi (►t a c<dd storage plant f(>r serum at the Bengal 
Veteiinarv Colleg^e 'I'lic college has at jiresent a serum cellar, but it 
does m»t g-ive scftic icnth low lempeinture to k<M»p the biological f>ro- 
ducts jMitent whi( h e-‘S<*ntially necessaiy for the smcess of inocula- 
tion work. 

Turning i,ow to the .\gricultuial budget, I w(»uld mention that 
substantial ju-og^ie^'* has lieen made with tlie sc lieme for tlie improve- 
ment of cattle ill Bengal by the piovinion of stud bulls for co-operative 
scH’ieties and private individuals, whicdi has l>een in o|)eration with 
effec t from Twenty bulls have l>eeii .supplied to private in- 

dividuals in nin? distric ts, and a number of c’ceoperative soc ieties have 
also l>een started. It is therefore, proposed to (‘ontinue the exf>eri- 
inent next year at an estimated cc»ht of Rs. 

It i.s hoped that by this time sufficient ex|>erience will W gained 
to enable (ro\e! nineiit to come to a definite decision as to its permanent 
adoption oi otherwise. 

In Older to di.'*>eTninate the knc^wdedge of improved methods of 
agriculture to the c ultivators, it is proposed to purchase d,400 ft. of 
films on jute, rice, sericulture and (‘attle improvement ai a cost of 
Rs. 1,275 from the I’ublicity itfficer, Indian Railways. These will 
be shown as exhibitions and fans in the mufassal. They will also l>e 
loaned to the local bodies for similar purposes, 

Provisidn has heei^ made for the collection of statistics of wages of 
agricultural labourers in the prc^vince. This census which is held 
quinquennially is of considerable economic importance and will be 
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carried oii in the years 1930-31 and 1931-32. The labour question has 
recently been veiy prominent; and up-to-date statistics of earnings of 
labourers are, therefore, very necessary. Prices of cx>minoditie6 are 
also fluctuating, and it is important to know to what extent the wages 
of labourers are flu(‘tiiating with them. 

The Viswa Bharati Institute is doing valuable work in its agricul- 
tural branf.h at Santinekatan, Bolepur. To enable the institute to 
develop this brancli of its work it is proposed to make a non-recurring 
grant of Rs. 9.(K)0 spread over three years. A provision of Rs. 3,000 
has accordingly been made in the estimates for next year. 

Rupees 4,854 has been provided for the preparation of a complete 
manual for the Agriculture Department including the sericultural 
8e<*tion. The necessity for such a manual for the guidance of officers 
of the depai-tment cannot l)e over-estimated, inasmuch as many 
accounts iir<*gularities can be avoided thereby. 

The estimates for the Co-operative Department include provision 
for the pay of 40 auditors apfMjinted in December laet and 53 addi- 
tional auditors and 2 Inspectors to be added next year. The fo-opera- 
tive societies pay audit fees which are credited to Government, and 
this stall is reijuired for auditing the accounts of the increasing 
number of co-operative stadeties. 

Fnder the “Works” head of the Agriculture budget provision has 
also been made of Rs. 20,(100 for rejniirs to the river bank revetment 
and Rs. 6,787 for repairs to certain buildings in the Royal Botanic 
Gai’den, S’bpur. Rupees 8,211 has also been provided for additions 
and alterations to certain buildings of the Rangpiir cattle farm. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: For the convenience of the House I would 
like to divide the motions which we shall have to deal with presently 
into four groups: one to come under “Agriculture” general, the second 
under “C. 8. I*. C. A.,” the third tinder “cattle breeding and veteri- 
nary,” and the last under “co-operative credit.” I, therefore, pro- 
pose to have one discussion cm all motions under the first head. This 
will take in motions Nos. 422 to 439, and also motions from Nos. 449 
to 552. They all relate to Agriculture in general. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: W’^ith your peniiissiou^ 
Sir, may I inovp motions Nos. 422 and 431 together? I am not 
moving Nop. 428 and 429. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, certainly. 

Khan Bahadur Mautwi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 5,6<)(l under (he head “34A. — Agriculture — Superin- 
tendence — Travelling allowance” he reduced by'Rs. 10 (to urge that 
the office of the Diret*tor of Agriculture should be located in Calcutta). 
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I beg also to move that the demand of Rs. 11,88,000 under the head 
“34A. — ^Agriculture’' be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (for the failure of the 
Agricultural Department to tackle the problems of agricultural and 
rural welfare in improving tbe material and economic condition of the 
people). 

Sir, to avoid misunderstanding let me state at once that I am 
neither proposing the removal of the Dacca Fann nor the agricultural 
researc'h laboratories nor the agricultural institute from Dacca. I 
only propose that the Director of Agricuture should have his office 
located in Calcutta. As a matter of fact the office of the Director of 
Agriculture and hi-i (piarters are at least four miles off from the Dacca 
Farm and is a distinct organisation from the research and farm 
ac*tivitie8 now stationed at Dacca. The Director is the administrative 
head of the Agricultural Department. Formerly the post waa filled 
up from the ranks of the Indian Civil Service, but it was soon felt 
that the Director of Agriculture has to make his decisions and dent 
with suhjec'ts r«H|uiiing technical knowledge. It was moreover nec*es- 
sary to keep up greater continuity in the department, which was not 
jwssihle owing to tmjuenc'v of transfers which was necessary and 
almost inevitable so long the members of the Indian Civil Servic'C 
filled up the i>o«t. The Director of Agriculture therefore ceased to be 
an I. C. S. post and a technical man was appointed in his plac^e. But 
in any attempt to deal with agrieulturaJ progress of a country os also 
the control of an agricultural department the head of the department 
has always to deal with large nuinl^er of matters that cannot l»e dealt 
with by exj)erts, lie is brought at once into close relation with the 
people, their habits and theii condition. He has to ccune into close 
association and contact, and has to keep himself in tcmch with the 
activities of other departments of (loveniment. He has to direct the 
enquiries to be followed by agiicultural experts in meeting the agri- 
cultural problems of the country. He has to direct the study of 
the recjuirements of the different districts and their agricultural 
practices. In short he to be a real director is to be in touch with the 
needs of the people and acf|uaintecl with the developments of agricul- 
tural researches made bv the different officers of this (Icwernment as 
well as of other reseuirh stations in India, as also to organise the works 
of the department as alsr» to make these known to the people. 

Judged from this standard, the Director of Agriculture has failed 
in its purpose. As a matter of fact, the Retrenchment Committee 
definitely rec*ommended the alx>lition of the p6st, suggesting that the 
departments of Industry, Agriculture, and Cooperative Credit should 
have one officer at the top, vix., the Development Officer. It definitely 
momniended the location of the Agricultural Department in 
Calcutta, so that the administrative head may be in direct touch with 
the Minister-in-charge. But the present position is simply anomalous^ 
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He stays at Dacca — safe frarn can tact with public opinion^ often 
beyond the easy reach of the Minister or Member and the Secretary, 
and almost outside the town of Dacca. He is there, amidst his flock, 
the Assistant Direc*t^)r of Agriculture, the Deputy Director 
of Agriculture, the Agricultural Chemist, the 1st Economic 
Botanist, the 2nd J](‘onomic Botanist, the Assistant Economic 
Botanist, the Assistant to Efonomic Botanist, the Entomologist, 
the Mycologist, the Cattle Expert, the Agricultural Engineer, not to 
speak of the inuiiy other smaller fries. Detached from the Secretariat, 
without the assistance of Government records and library, he is free 
to confess l>efore the Royal (V>nimission on Agriculture, his ignorance 
as to the nature of the eft’ect of railway and road transport in the agri- 
cultural development of the presidency, free to confess that Agricul- 
tural and Sanitary Improvement Act VI of 1920 is an Act to pra\’ide 
for money to be advanced to cultivators for the excavation of drainage 
and irrigation chuunels and may plead bis ignorance as to the amount 
of charges tor water in irrigation areas. 

It may be argued that the Director should l)e near the research 
station at Dacca. This is abNcdutcly fallacious. Is it to be under- 
stcKMl that the expert officers uie mere novices in their own lines or 
children that the maslei and the roc] must be near at hand!^ At 

present the exj>ert officers meet in informal committees to discuss the 

works at the farm, but otherwise they are not fettered in any way to 
make their (fwii research. ^I'he ex|Hut officer does not require any- 
body’s appioval and the mutter is left largely to his discretion. 
According to Mr. Finlow himself before the Royal Commission, the 
Direct(»r comes in tor general supeivision and suggestion more than 
aictual direct contred. “’riiey can normally pursue any piec’e of re- 
search withcuit any consultation.” Is it to be understood tlcat still 
the Director mu>t remain at Dacca only to see that the hnjnax are 

daily sig'iied.'^ Is the Dirc»c*tor’s presence at Dacca absolutely neces- 
sary ^ 1 would draw >oui attention to some figures so far as the 

Direc'tor’s tour is concerned, from which it will l)e seen that most 
surprising things happen in the AgricultunU Department. It seems 
that the rcseait h officer> who are supposed to work in the laboratories 
are always out fiom the station, in addition to the leave they enjoy, 
for al>c)ut 150 days in the year, in spite of the fact that ('ompluinis 
have been made that the District Agricultunil Officers cannot carry 
on propaganda work for want of funds to meet their travelling ex- 
penses. In addition to al>out 100 Sundays and holidays, the Director 
went out on tour in 192t)-27 feu 140 da vs, in 1927-28 for 131 days, and 
in 1928-2?) for 102 days. So on an average he is actually not in the 
farm for 20(t days in a year, and surely the farm does not crumble 
<lc>wn in his al>senc*e. After all, I am not saying that he must not go to 
Dacca if he corner to Calcutta. He can go there for quarterly and 
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«ea 80 ii|U inspections and can staj there for sufficiently lonjf period to 
be acquainted with the result of researches and experiments. Will 
it be more costly than the present)^ I am sure, it will not l)e. One 
of the reasons of his so many tours is the necessity of his frequent, 
visit to Calcutta foi reasons more than one; Calcutta is the second city 
of the empire, the queen of the east, and the centre of brains of 
Beug‘ul, where people have to come every time and on many occasions, 
and it is for these reasons that tlie heads of all the departments are 
there. I hope that this is sufficient for me to explain why the Director 
of Afjrriculture should be in Calcutta. 


I will now come to the departmental Imdjret. The total budffeted 
exi>enditure this year in the Ajrricultural Department is loujfhly ulmut 
Rs. l.‘U lakhs. From this amount we may deduct about K,s. lakhs, 
the umouiit .s|>ent on liotaiiical (lardens and public pirdens as these 
are not necessary tor the agricultural development of the (ountry. 
Fi-om the balance ot about Ks. lU lakhs, we have further to deduct 
about Its. lakhs which is spent on sericulture, leaving a net balance 
of Its. 9.‘t(),d00 for expenditure on ajrriculture pr(q)er. Now, the 
present staff of the department <‘onsist.s of I ])ire<*tor of Aurriculture, 
(Gazetted officers, d Deputy Diiectors, 12 other Gazetted officers, 
14d technical officers, ‘tO Superintendents, and the officers of the 
a^»^ricultui al schotd. This costs about Ks. 3,78,(M)(t but out of this 
amount, only lit officers at the top ^et about Us. 2 lakhs and the 
remainiriff 180 members of the technical stuff, (be denit>ns(ratorH and 
district officeis jret only Its. 1,91,(KK). Nowdiere outaide India is 
such a ^^reat dispa? ity ls*tween the upper and the lower fcrades of 
office? s. Then, if? addition to these hifflily paid and lowly paid offi- 
cers thcie are about TO clerks (’ostiiij^ about Rs. 66,090, R». is 

apent for servants. Rs, 2l,0<Mf to? temporary establi.sbment, and 
Rs. 81,t)(t0 tor tra\ell»n^^ allowance. The sum total of these estab- 
lishment chsirpes i?icludinj; te?npoiury establisliment and travelling? 
allowame is Us. out of tlie bud^tecl amount of Rs. 9} lakhs 

for exjienditui’e <ni a^Mnultuie. I ?'e<iuest the House to mark this 
fiprure Rs. 5^ lakhs which is spent on establishment and their travel- 
ling- allowance out of the total budgeted expen<liture of Rs. 9J lakhs. 
I will show’ U) you from the depaitmental report that the Board of 
Agriculture had only one meeting in 1927-28, the Silk (Committee hud 
only one owing to la**k of travelling allowance and the Cotton (Jom- 
mittee could not meet in 1928-29 for insufficiency of travelling 
allowance provision. The provision of travelling allow^ance 
for officer's i.s very .small, and “more work might have been 
done, provided they coubl be given a free hand in their 
tours in the district.” ”The provision for travelling allow’ance was 
very limited and thua the officers had to curtail their tours to a con- 
siderable extent. For regular supervision of existing work and for 
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arrani^ng ne\(' work in the ^istriets, more provision under this head 
is badly needed.” These are all in the departmental report. Further 
the demonstrators cimnot go beyond 5 miles of their jurisdiction, as 
there is not travelling allowance provision. But, Sir, the expert 
officers, who are supposed to carry on researches in the laboratories — 
the Kronoiiiic Botanist, the 2nd E(x>nomic Botanist, the Agricultural 
Chemist, the Mycologist, the Entomologist, and every ‘^ist” in the 
department makes a tour of more than out of proportion. I will just 
compile the figures and you will be astonished to see that these gentle- 
men spend their days on tour and not in researches. 



Tour 

Tour 


in one 

in another 


year. 

year. 


Days. 

Days. 

The Direitor of Agriculture 

162 

131 

Kconomic Botanist 

84 

88 

Economic Special Officer 

117 


Mycological Assistant 

50 

59 

Entomological Assistant 

88 

70 

Fibre Expert 

78 

84 

Fibre staff 

70 

176 

2nd E(on<)mic Botanist 

78 

80 

2nd Economic Botanist staff ... 

180 

210 

Agriculiuiul Chemist 

85 

52 

Assistant Agricultural Chemist ... 

25 

58 

Assistant to Agricultural Chemist 

98 

60 

Deputy Director, Eastern Cir»de 

157 

190 

Deputy Director, Western Circle 

126 

135 

Deput\ Director, Northern Circle 

104 

138 

Live-stock Expert 

135 


Agricultural Engineer (in six months) ... 

67 



But the demonstrators and district officers whose duty is to de- 
monstrate the results of the researches to the cultivators are not able 
to tour because of the shortage of funds. 

545 p.m. 

Sir, I submit t^at the state of affairs is such that it calls for a 
drastic remedy — more drastic than I can perhaps imagine. 

1 will convince you that the Agricultural Department now exists 
only 01 probably mainly for the purposes of jute trade, jute forecast^ 
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jute Med distribution and for nothing else. In the departmental 
report you will find that the officers of the department are complain- 
ing that their only work now is jute forecast and jute seed distribution 
and that owing to the shortness of travelling allowances they cannot 
do any other work. 

It will also be seen that the districts growinfr jute jret a very larire 
amount of preference in the distribution of officers. Dacca has in 
addition to so many officers jrot one District Agricultural Officer, 
Mymensingh has got three, Faridpur has got one, Bakarganj one, 
Tippera one, Chittagong one. Noakhali has not even got one officer. 
The Eastern Circle has thus got 8 Agricultural officers with 24 de- 
monstrators distributed over 7 districts, while the Western Circle has 
got only 11 officers and 14 demonstrators distributed over 11 districts 
and 40 subdivisions and the Northern (Mrcle 8 officers and 28 demon- 
sti*atorR spread over i districts and ItJ subdivisions. 

Excluding the faim work the fact is that for each district in jute 
area in Eastern Bengal there are three demonstrators one of whom 
acts as a clerk, the same is the case with North Bengal, but for the 
Western and Central Bengal there is only one demonstrator who acts 
as a clerk and not as demonstrator. It will be interesting for you now 
to know as to what the department is doing. Mymensingh produces 

per cent, of the total pnwluction of jute in Bengal. Next come 
Dacca, Tipjiera, Rangpur, Faridpur and Pabna. All these six dis- 
tricts together produce 70 per cent, of total jute in Bengal. Jessore, 
Rajshahi, Bunkuru, Nadia, Dinajpur and the 24-Pargana8 come next 
in the list with their total yield of 18 per cent. Then come Noakhali, 
Bakarganj. Jalpaiguri, Malda, Khulna and Murshidabad, all with uii 
yield ot onlv 9 per cent., while Hooghly, Howrah, Midnapore, 
Burdwan, Darjeeling and Chittagong together produce only one per 
cent., while Bankura and Birbhum prcnluce nothing. 

Sir, let us see to the policy of the distribution of jute seeds. 
What is the use of conducting exi>erimeiits in areas where jute cannot 
be produced with profit!" Ac<*ording to the admin istratifm rejmrts, 
quality tests have l>een going on in collaboration with representatives 
of jute trade of Dundee and (Calc utta for the last six years, and the 
experts say “Quality is deteniiined mainly by <*onditions in which it 
is grown.” “Ijocality, environment and seasonal conditions have 

more to do with the quality of the fibre than the seed or the race 

Question of quality is decided chiefly by enviroament. Only 

the best quality of fibres are obtained where there is {dentifui supply 
of gradual moving water on the spot at the steeping time, such us is 
available in M^miensingh, Dacca, Rangpur and Tippera.” They 
further say that “it is a formidable task to carry the crop even for 
a mile for steeping purposes. It means 40() iiiaunds of crops to carry. 
Cultivators get Rs. 8 to 10 per maund for good quality and Rs. 7 per 
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mauiid for poor quality. This is not sufficient inducement for them to 
make l)etter arranjz-ement for steeping or to carry his crop sojoe dis- 
tan('e.” Sir, I admit that the departmental seed is better than hx^al 
seed wi far as yield is concerned. But one would expect in the face 
of the alM)vc statements that jute work should not be encouraged in 
districts where tliere is hardly any chance of any good yield. I hope 
I shall not he misunderstood. T do not want jute-growing to be dis- 
couraged. My position is this: that jute production ought to he con- 
centrated in only a few distrirts where according to the departmental 
report “tlieie is a gradual moving water-vsupply.” Those who are 
acquainted with the state of affairs in Bengal will agree with me that 
as a matter of fact beyond the few districts I have named, you cannot 
get gradual moving water-supply at the steeping time at any other 
place. To encourage production at places where obviously it cannot 
be profitable except by pure uc<‘ident, negotiations were made in 
1925-2G wdth the Jiondon Jute As.sociation for money to distribute jute 
seeds in areas where departmental seeds are not grown. Sir, heie with 
your permission I want to go back a little to tnu’e the history of this, 
jute seed affair. Departmental seeds were probably sent out in 1915. 
Seeds then were sold out to the pet^ple thix)ugh the depai-tment and the 
value of jute seed charged in 1919-20 was Rs. 20 which, jo ( (uding to 
Go\ eminent reports, just covered the cost of production. In 1918-19, 
1,000 maunds of seed were sold and 600 maunds distributed. In 
1919*20, 1,800 maunds were sold. In 1920*21 there was a great de- 
mand but only 800 maunds were available. This was leally n seed 
shortage. I would uot enquire whether there was any definite p(di( y 
behind this shrinkage. But, Sir, a seed {ndicv was framed ; distri- 
bution is thereafter to be concentrated in seed producing areas; trials 
for seed pnaluction were arranged with the agricultural 'uss(siation» 
ami such trials were to 1 m» encouraged. In 1921-22 this seed supply 
scheme was further develoj>e<l and a iiet-work of p.ivate seed farms 
was utilised ami also organized by the agrii’ultural assmiations tor 
formation of seed farms. In I922-2'l a considerable development of 
private seed farmii t<M>k place in Rajshahi, Nadia and Rangjiur. Seed* 
were in great demand and 1,500 maunds of available seeds were dis- 
posed of in a fortnight at price well alwve the bazar price and “there 
w'ere thousands of nif>ees pnffit by Government.” In 192*3-24. 1.800 
maunds of seed were sold and there was no aiiggestinn that the depart- 
ment was unable to cc»pe with the work of seed sale. But why should 
the Governinent get any profit! So it waa decided fliat this pro- 
fitable business should no longer be run by Government and that it 
should be made over to one Mr. Godden who was connec'ted with some 
Steam Shipping Co. at Narayanganj, and Mr. Godden was appointed 
agent for retail sale eten though as a matter of fact Government was 
to arrange for production, to test the seed and to actually distribute 
them. The pric^e of seed became hiarher as Mr. Godden must make hit 
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own In 1924-25, 827 niaunds were aold at Rs. 32 per inaund. 

1925-26 waii the year of the highest iworded price when 3,000 innunde 
were sold. Sir, the year of high price is always the liest for stimulat- 
ing over-production. So as a result of negotiations with the I.ondon 
Jute Assoc'iation, as referi^ed to liefore, it w^as decidecl to spend 
Ks. 20,000 annually for live yeai*s for distributing jute seeds in areas 
where they are not giown. Sir, the Dimtor of Agriculture must have 
know’ll that the demand would fall and so further negotiations tcMik 
place by which the Indian Jute Mills AsscMuation offered to guarantee 
loss up to 2i laklis of rupees if Mr. trodden inc urs loss. Sir, I ask the 
Department of Agric ulture why was it iiec'essaiy to make an arrange- 
ment of this nature to guarantee loss at a time wdien the price w’aa 
high 5^ Why sliould the Indian Jute Mills Asscxdation make anange- 
ments for compensating Mr. Godden for any loss that he iniLrhl incur? 
At that time no steps were Uken either to make the produc'ers known 
or to restrict seed supply . Mr. F'inlow’ in his Administration Report 
may wax elcKjuent at the generosity of jute trade. Feverish efforts 
were, however, made to push on produc-tion even at the sac rifice of 
other departmental works. It wnis very convenient to the Indian .fiite 
AssiMMation to stimulate prcMlucticm but I submit it was not in the 
interest of the Agricultural Department. 

In 1929-27, 5,782 maunds weie prcKluc'ed of wliic‘h 3,798 wcne sold 
and Nadia alone, which is notorious for malaria, was made to consumo 
519 maunds. Now, Sir, it wjis esfimuted hy the Agricultural De- 
partment that Nadia should take 2.5(H> maunds of jute seeds for tlie 
year which meant that jute should be giown on an acreage^ of 19 lakhs. 
Now*, Sir, Malda t<K)k 09 maunds, Rangpur 91 maunds, Hogra 49 
maunds and 399 maunds were taken by Myniensingh, Tippera and 
Noakhali. In 1927-28, 2.(K)9 maunds were sold and IfK) maunds dis- 
tributed in Rurdwaii which is 22nd in the list of produc’tion, in 
Hooghly which is I9th in the list, in Howrah which is 29th in the* list, 
in JesHore which is 7th in the list, in Nadia which is KHh and in the 
24-Piirganas whicli is 12tli in the list. The pric*e of jute seed has 
l>een slciwly raised tcMluy to Us. 4tt In the Royal Agricultural (’om- 
mission Mr. Finlow was asked it Us. 39 was not a high price. Accord- 
ing to the departmental report Rs, 29 covers expenses and cost of pro- 
duction and at Rs. 30 large profits were made. Now the sale of jute 
seed is ntainly cu nfiueci to two distric*ts, Faridpur and Dacc*a, and all 
here are sold through the agricuiltural farms. In the former district 
1,327 maunds were sold in 1927 and in Dacca 885 maunds. Now\ Kir, 
you have numerous private seed fanns through which you are selling 
paddy seeds. The Eastern Circle has got 48 private seed farms, the 
Western Circle hi and the Northern Cinle 37 and 12,(KK1 maunds of 
paddy have beep distributed through them. Am I to understand that 
it would be impossible to distribute jute seed by these seed farms? 
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The Fibre Expert is entirely devoting himself to jute experiments. 
They are always trying to produce jute where cultivators cannot 
possibly take to jute owing to the condition of the soil. You are thus 
wasting public money by producing and experimenting with jute at 
Government farin« in places where they cannot be produced and at 
places where c ultivators cannot take to jute owing to reasons of cli- 
mate, surrounding, water-supply, etc. Manurial experiments, are 
Iming made with ammonium sulphate, and cultivation experiments are 
being made in all disirict farms and yet the departmental report 
throughout complains that district works are suffering — *‘what with jute 
forecast and jute seed free distribution, progress of demonstration is 
alow and propagiinda is not done.^^ In 1927-28 Mymensingh only 
spent a little time for district work; Farid pur complained of being 
hami)ered veiy much in its district work; Barisal was hard-put to 
manage its district work ; Tippera had not much time for district work. 
The travelling allowance is finished in jute forecast work and you 
spend it ifi <!oniing from Dacca to far ofi stations and farms to find out 
if jute work is well done there. 

C j).m. 

I ask this department one question. Mymensingh is admitted to 
be one of the finest jute-producing districts in Bengal. But how is it 
that for Nadia you estimate 2,500 inaunds of jute seeds, but 
Myineusingh, the most fertile district with 3 district officers and 8 
demonstrators and with one-third of the total acreage under jute 
cultivation, does not consume moiv* tJian 100 maunds of departmental 
juteJ' This is the most significant thing, Sir, to condemn the whole 
thing. From the point of view of exj>ei1.s of the department who are 
on a different plane from us, laymen, there may he an answer hut from 
the common sense {Kiint of vie\^ I think there is no reason why 
Myniensingli cannot <onsume more than 1 00 maunds of departmental 
jute seeds, if it is so jjood as you represent. 

Tlien, Sir, I shall go in some detail into the question of water- 
hyacinth: In 1018-IO we find in the depailmental repoH that the 
Agri<‘ultural Department sets up experimental plant for tlie prepara- 
tion of pure salt fnun water-hyacinth. It was found rather costly and 
then advised the proverbial method of “catching and killing/’ vi*.. 
collec’t, burn and use it as manure. In 1919-20 the Deputy Director, 
Eastern Circle, is making interesting experiments to ascertain the 
amount of labour in completely clearing water of tanks. Other trials 
designated to compare different methods of cleansing are projected. 
In 1920-21 the life history and distribution of the pest is said to be 
rec'eiving attenticu; but it is said isolated attempts are useless and the 
function of the Agricqltural Department is said to be purely advisory. 
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Next year, in 1921-22, a water-hyacinth committee is formed with 
the Director of Agriculture aa Secretary to advise Government on the 
best way of combating the pest. In 1922-23 the committee reports 
that the problem is enormous. The only course is to concentrate on 
investigation with the object of dealing with the pest if the damage 
constitutes a national danger. In 1923-24, in spite of the committee's 
advice to the contrary, the Griffiths' formula is purchased by the 
department The pvndits of the Agriculture Department certify that 
‘‘an effective remedy is already in our hands." 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your time limit is reached, and I cannot 
allow you to speak further. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: But, Sir, I have two 
motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I might tell the House that the guillotine will 
fall at 6-f)5 p.m., in respect of the demand under discussion. I made 
it clear last night and let me emphasise the point to-day that my 
clas.si heat ion of motions does not im[)o.se any restraint on any memher 
of the House and a member is entitled to speak on any amendment at 
any time after it is moved, provided he catches my eye. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I will pielaee iriv roinarks which are in the 
nature of a geiu‘ral critirism of th<‘ Agrirulture DcpartnuMit of (Jovern- 
ment by saying that I am not < i the presiMit Minister at all. He 
has only lieen in office foi a very sliort time, and wfiatever his abilities 
may be or may not he, he had at least had no opportunity to rocaMt ilic 
policy of tliis department. Neither do I wish to criticise the senior 
officers of the Agriculture Department ; on the o(h(‘r hand I would w ish 
now and at once ti* pay a tribute to their services to this province. I 
tliink tli«*r(‘ is a no more devoted body of men wlio have rendiued good 
service to Bengal than the Agri( iilturul Officers in (he senior service. 
The only thing that I have to say is that their number is iniHerably 
insufficient and they have no money worth speaking of to carry their 
acbeme.s into execution but they do very well indeed with what they 
have. 

My first jwint is a large one. When is the Government of Bengal 
going to apply everything that can be obtained from the siuence of 
economics towards the agricultural problems of the province P There 
is no doubt that everything that the people want has to come out of the 
fund of production which comes from agriculture and from the indus- 
trie« of Bengal. The wants of the people, the food of the people, the 
clothes of the people, education and health of the people must come from 
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that fund and the only way to increase the food, to increase the wealth 
of the people, is by enlarginj^ the fund of production and by increasing 
the crops and the profits of industries in the province. I believe in that 
relation there are 41 millions of people in Bengal who derive their living 
from the major industry of the province. I say Ks. 25i lakhs is miserably 
and totally inadequate for the progress of agriculture — hopelessly inade- 
quate — and until this Government and the other Governments in India 
realise that the whole prosperity of the country depends upon the progress 
of agriculture we shall move forward very slowly in bringing better 
health, education and more happiness to tlie peojde themselves. 

Having said that I would make one or two suggestions to draw the 
attention of the department to one or two directions in which, in my 
opinion as an agriculturist of dO years standing in tliis province, money 
is required now and at once tor the progress of the department, even if 
a little. The Hon’ble Mijiister has said indeed that there has been pro- 
gress; well that progress is so very slow that it is very difHcult to see 
it. I hope that if he stays in ofHce he will increase the pace of the 
tortoise to that of the hare. 

First of all turning to the last report of the department you wdll see 
that the (juestion of (piestions is the Agricultural Institute at Dacca. 
A number of agricultural committees, the department, several Ministers, 
several Members of (Council in succession, all have approved of the idea 
of an Agricultural Institute at Dacca and yet nothing has been done. 
The Institute remains not in being but in the tiles of the department and 
when may we hope that a real beginning will b(‘ made with this most 
necessary iustitution at Dacca h* That is one suggestion that I have to 
make to the Hon’ble Minister that he should at onc e harry the Finance 
Department, or whoever has the disposal of funds, to provide sulhcient 
money to proceed with the Agricultural Institute. 

Secondly I want to criticise the farms. These farms might, I think, 
be of tremendous service to the people of the province. From each of 
them might radiate so to speak a whole series of improvements and 
improved methods by the raiyats and cultivators. Some of these farms 
are efficient and from some of these improvements do radiate but there 
are a large number of farms which in my opinion are thoroughly ineffi- 
ciently run. To begin wdth, the chief w'ork that the officer in charge of 
organisation w^ork does is to fill up forms. That should be his last work 
after everything has been done outside. His chief w’ork is to sit in the 
very expensive buildings which are erected on the farms and to care- 
fully copy out returns. In my opinion his chief w ork should be outside 
on the farm and he must also see that the work of the farm is properly 
done. Again each these farms should have a proper scheme of work, 
and demonstration drawn up for several years ahead. That may indeed 
be drawn up but in the one to which I go to in Jalpaiguri if there is a 
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scheme it has takeu many years to come into operation. The demonstra- 
tors also in my opinion do not go about amongst the people frecjuently 
enough; they remain in their quarters far tern much. To make these 
farms really efficient a whole series of demonstrations must be carried 
out here and there in all parts of each district of the proviut*e. That is 
all I have to say about farms. 

I will further say a few words regarding cotton experiments in regard 
to the growing of cotton in the districts of Bankura and Birbhum. We 
know that the red soil of these districts has been <Ienuded but there is a 
hope that cotton may be made a paying crop there. I read a report 
about 5 years ago and it was said that an officer “would make the 
experiment.” That officer, alas! has got so much to do that he cannot 
properly and competently carry out this experiment at all. 1 suggest 
to the Ifon’blo Minister that he should again harry the Finance Depart- 
ment and find an expert to prodm e a whole series of experiments for two 
or three years in those districts. There is no doubt about it that money 
spent on such an experiment, even if it be considered a si>eculation, 
will in reality be an investment. If Bankura and Birbhum <*arry out 
the experiment i>uc<'esstully the interest that will come out of the money 
that you invest will lead to an increase of wealth that will go to those 
very low districts of Western Bengal. 

Another subject in which experiment is badly required is sugarcane. 
A great deal more can be done by demonstrating to the people how muc’h 
more they can obtain from the new kind of caiu' that has Imhmi evolved. 

Take the rejiort of the d(*partmeiit : the main crop of the whole pro- 
vince is padd> . The amount of money that is spent on the paddy experi- 
ments ami im[)roveiiient fd seeds and so on is Us. d8,000. For a popu- 
lation of 41 millions engaged in the pursuit of agriculture Us. dH lakhs 
should be siient for the improvement of paddy. 

That is all I have to say. I have for several years past got up and 
inveighed against the Government of Bengal for its hopelessly rnisarabJe 
policy in regard to agriculture in the province but in vain. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI Bahadur: I rise to oppose the 
motion, Sir. I cannot congratulate the member for bringing forward 
this motion. The question of the removal of the office of the Director 
of Agriculture was discussed in the Bengal Council in 1914 on a re<«)lu- 
tion moved by Maulvi b'aisl-ul fluq. Sir, before the reforms were ushered 
into existence the Bengal I^egislative Council used to hold its August 
session in Dacca. 

On the Tth of August, 1917, the leader of the party to which the 
Rhan Bahadur belongs moved a resolution in the Bengal Legislative 
Council held at Dacca urging Government to locate some of the importan# 
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departinentn at Dacca, and the Department of Agriculture was one of 
them. The resolution which he then moved runs as follows: — 

“This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a few of 
the important Government departments to be selected by the Governor 
in Council be permanently located at Dacca.” 

And in moving it he spoke as follows; — 

”We come back, my Lord, to the first question — is there any genuine 
demand on the l>urt of the people for the location of some of the depart- 
ments of Government at Dacca? Your Excellency will find that three 
years ago, on the occasion of the first sitting of the Legislative Council 
in this city, I moved an identical resolution. That resolution was, 
however, defeated, but the reply that was offered on behalf of Govern- 
ment was, if 1 may respectfully say so, so halting, at least in some parti- 
culars and the reasons adduced were so obviously untenable as regards 
some of the departments concerned, that I tliought that better counsels 
would prevail and that in the course of time I would get w hat I w^anted.” 

Then he went on to say; — 

“I submit, therefore, my Lord, that tljere is ample justification for 
Y^our Excellency’s Governme?it to locate som(‘ of th(‘ (lovernment depart- 
ments at Dacca.” 

And further — 

“In this eonnexion, 1 may respeetlully add that the mention of 
secondary capitals of Poona and Lucknow \vi\h purposely made in order 
that Your Excellency should approximate in your dealings towards Dacca 
to what II is Ex(‘ellen<‘y the Governor of Pombay does towards Poona or 
His Honour the Ideutenant Governor does towards liiicknow . I do not 
believe* that by only a couple of months' stay of Y^our Excellency in this 
<’ity Your hh\cellen<y’s (iovernnu'nt can satisfy the needs and require- 
ments of this part of the provimv w hi< h would be in accordance with the 
spirit of the famous despatch. I submit, my Lord, that something more 
is needed. Your Ex<‘ellenc> would like to bring the administrative heads 
of departments Into closer touch with the j)eojde. I will show^ how, by 
lo<‘ating some of the departments at Dacca, Y^our Excellency w’ill really 
be [iromotiug the cause of administrative efficiency. What are the pos- 
sible departments which can be located at Dacca? .” Then he 

mentions the Agricultural Department among them. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell, in reply to one of the speeches of 
Maulvi Fasl-ul Huq, jujid: — 

”YVe may at once say that if he were purely and simply a Director of 
Agriculture we would' move him to-morrow to Dacca. It stands to rea- 
son that pure agricultural w ork can be much better done in the country 
^han in the town, and Dacca is peculiarly suitable for such work.” 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


565 


19m] 

Then, Sir, Maulvi Abul Kasem, who was a member of the old Coun- 
cil, in supporting the motion of Maulvi Fasl-ul lluq said : — 

‘*If Calcutta has not lost its splendour by the removal of the capital, 
it is not likely that she would be deprived of her glory by the removal 
of some particular departments to Dacca, and I think I can say without 
fear of contradiction, that we people of Western llengal — and I repre- 
sent the westernmost part of the province — do not at all object to some 
of the departments of (Government going to Dacca.” 

Sir, although the resolution was lost, (lovernment after a careful 
consideration decided in 1918 to locate the ottite of the Director of Agri- 
culture at Dacca. 

Sir, if I reJiieiiihei aright, the Department of Agriculture was at 
first located at Sahour. Then ii was transferred to (hih'utta. After 
the partition of Bengal, in 19tir>, an agriculturul faiFn was stiiHed 
at Dacca, and lands wer(‘ accjuired ajid hiiildings constructed at a 
cost ot about IN. 20 lakhs. IV remove^ the ofli(‘e of the Director 
of Agricuhure now to Calcntt.a would mean waste of public money, 
l>ecause (Government will have to incur again tlie heavy expenditure 
necessary for ar(|uiiing land ami constructing huihlings for starting 
a new farm. 

Sir, I umh*rstoo(l the hon’hic mover iiom tlie speeches wliich li(‘ had 
delivered in this Ifoiisi' on his motions to la* .'in ardent cham])inn of tao- 
noniv and rctroticliment. But I have laam disappointed at hi^ attitmh* 
on this (|nesti(ui. I ma> draw the attention ot lh<‘ t'ouncil to the fact 
that in a phn (• like ('ah utta it is impossible to find siiilahh* luml for 
building a farm. The .sitt‘ will have to !>#» tound some 2o or 80 miles 
away from ralcntta, and that would imam heavy taxpendituie. 

•Sir, I do not wish to dilatt* on the subject, because the facts are too 
well known to the members of this House to najuiic any elaboration. 

[Atf>-22p.m. the(\mncil was adjourned for firavei and it reassembled 
at (J-82 p.m.] 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI Bahadur: Sir, I shall not 
detain the House long, hut shall (onclude my speech after offering a few 
remarks. It has lieeii found by experiemr that the head of fhc Depart- 
ment of Agriculture should be in close touch with the ofIi<cis of the 
department and the experts who carry fui iiii|K>rtaiit research work in 
the laboratory at tfio Dacca Farm. Sir, it is well known that East 
Bengal is an iiniwrtaiit paddy and jute-producing centre, and as such 
it would be against the public inteiesf to remove the office of tin* Director 
of Agriculture to ralcutla. 

With these few* remarks. I oppose the motion of Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Aeimi] llaque. 
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The followin^f motions were not moved : — 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ' That the demand of 
Rs. 2,26,000 under the head ‘34 A. — Agriculture — Experimental farms* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (for failure to establish the District Agricultural, 
Cattle-breeding and Dairy Farm at Krishnagar in terms of the original 
promise of the department.)” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; “That the demand of 
Rs. 13,030 under the head ‘34. — Agriculture — Improvement of cattle 
in Rengal’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to ask if the scheme has been initiated 
in consultation with the Hoard ol Agriculture and the Standing Com- 
mittee of Agriculture.)” 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: The general 
policy of tlie Agricultural Department is to set up and mairOain higher 
standards of agricultural products and production, to devise and enforce 
better methods of farming and ultimately to raise the social, moral and 
civil life of the people to a higher level by improving their economic con- 
dition. It must therefore be admitted on all bands that the task before 
the departfiient is a very big one and particularly be<’ausp there is hardly 
any limit to advancement in the <lirection of improved j)ro(luction, econo- 
mic distribution, improvtunent of breed and indt*ed in all mental and 
moral development. The agricultural improvement in a country depends 
mainly upon two factors, viz., Research and Demonstration. In the 
words of the Hoyal Commission on Agriculture “the basis of all agri- 
cultural progress is experiment.” As a matter of fact, dcunonstration 
and propaganda can onl> follow successful experiment. 

Now turning to the activities of the three Research sections of the 
department 1 can state briefly that while tlie Fibre and Hotanical 
experts are mainly engaged in the solution of problems connected 
with the two staple crops of the province, viz., jute and paddy, 
the chemical section has devoted its attention to sugar and tobacco 
pnddems. As a result of exj)erinient on jute fibre, it has been 
found that the departmental jute is a better yielder by al>out 
25 per c*ent. The departmental races D. 154 and Chinsura 
Given are estimated to cover appn>ximately 1,000,000 acres. 
They give the cultivator an increased yield of 3 maunds of fibre 
per acre, or on the aggregate 3,(i?H),000 maunds per annum, valued at 
Rs. 2,50,(M),(KH1. About 3,(K)0 maunds of pure seed of these races are 
sold eac'h year. Manurial experiments were also conduc ted in resfiect of 
jute and it has been found that the areas manured by ammonium sul- 
phate produced a heavier crop and the value of the extra fibre obtained 
per ac re has been estimated to be Rs. 84 and the cost of the manure 
Rs. 8. As a result of experiment on paddy seeds by the Botanical sec- 
tion, it has been ascertained that the Nagra, Dudshar and Bhasainanik, 
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particularly the last, produce the best yield in Western Benf^al as Indra- 
sail in Eastern Benf?al. The departmental races Rataktara, Charnock, 
Surjamukhi, Indrasail, Jhingasail and Diidsar are grown over approxi- 
mately 500,000 acres. The increased return to the cultivator per annum 
is 1,500,000 niaiinds valued at Rs. 45,00,000. Research has also been 
carried on for selection of t otton for Bengal soil with more or less satis- 
factory results. Investigations have been made into various pests and 
effective precautions suggested in the localities where the crops are 
likely to be affected. 

The work of the (’heniical section on sugarcane and tobacco is also 
satisfactory. The department has distributed in the districts over G 
lakhs of cuttings of an improved variety of sugarcane C. 0. LM3. The 
canes distributed by the department, Taiina and C. 0. have doubled 
the yield to cultivators over an estimated area of 20, 1)00 acres. The cul- 
tivators receive an increased yield of tiOO.OOO iiiaunds annually, valued at 
Rs. 4*), 00, 000. Selected races of Bhengi and Motilmri tobacco cover an 
estimated area of 10,000 acres giving an increase^l >ield to the c ultivator 
of 20,000 maunds per annum, valued at Rs. 4,(M),000. Improvements 
have been effected in the method of curing of cigarette varieties. 

It may be mentioned in this connection that in accordnace with the re- 
commendation of the Royal Commission a Provinc ial Research Committee 
has recently been formc^d whicfi will work in close co-operation with the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Re.searc h. Tie* guidance of the Central 
Councdl in all mattcMs connec ted with Researc h will undoubtcully be of 
invaluable advantage to us. 

Now turning to clemonslration and propaganda, Sir, 1 can only repeat 
the observation ol the Royal Commis*^ion that Agricultural Research can 
be of no avail to c ultivators until its results are brought to their doors 
in a form in which they become a part of their agricultural f>ractice and 
the best and cjuicki»st mc‘thod of influencing the prac tice of the cultiva- 
tors is to demonstrate an improv(*mi*nt in crop or mc*thod on a small 
plot c'ultivated under cleiJartmental control or direc tion. The* Agricul- 
tural Department in Bengal, Sir, is fully alive to tfic* utility of this 
method of ocular demonstration and has been introduc ing it wherever 
possible through Borga system of cultivation under close departmental 
supervision. Our financial limitation in employing an aderjuute number 
of demonstrators is a great handicap in the wholesale introduction of 
this method all over the province. But it is gratifying to mention that 
private individuals are taking greater interest and supi»lementing the 
departmental efforts in this direction. The mimher of private farms has 
substantially increased in recent years. Besides the co-operative socie- 
ties are materially helping the department in the introduction of selected 
seeds, approved manures and improved implements. 
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In view of what I have explained, I hope, Sir, it would now be con- 
ceded that the Bengal Agricultural Department has a policy and that 
policy huH already been productive of much good to the country. 

Turning now, Sir, to the question of agricultural education it must 
he admitted that such an education can only be given at a place where 
there is a big experimental farm and where expert officers are available 
for giving instructions. Such a place, Sir, is Dacca and our aim has 
beeri to estahlisli an agricultural institute there. But here again, Sir, 
we have been handicapped for want of funds in giving effect to this 
important scheme. It is, however, gratifying to mention that the Pun* 
jab Scheme of Agricultural Training Classes fcrr the teachers of high and 
middle English schools has proved successful within the short period 
of its introduction, so much so that the full complement of ilO teachers 
provided for in the scheme is now under training and more sclumls are 
eager to come under the scheme. 

Lastly, Sir, cattle-breeding is another inqmrtant aspect of the activi- 
ties of the department. The premium bull system recently introduced 
ha.s been working satisfactorily in most places and it is lioped that the 
system will be popular. 

fi-4b p.in. 

Now, as to my bon’ble friend Khan Babadui Azizul Ilaijue’s motion 
urgijig the location of the office of the Direct(»r of Agriculture at Cal* 
cutta, I would repeat what the Hai Bahadur said tliat it was the leader of 
the Praju Barty, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huij, who moved a resolution at a 
meeting of the Bengal Legislative ('ouncil held on the 4tli .\ugust, 1917, 
recommending that the Agricultural Department and certain other 
departments of (lovernment slioubl be located permanently at Dacca. 
The question was carefully examined by the (rovernment of Bengal and 
the office of the Director of Agriculture was removed from ('alcutta to 
Dacca in 191S. There are, in the opinion of the (lovernmeiit, special 
circumstances which ditVerentiate this department from other depart- 
ments. The Director must in any case spend a considerable portion of 
his time at the chief (lovernment experimental farm which is situated at 
Dacca. The headquarters of the Agricultural Department in some of the 
other provinces, e.g., Bombay, the United I^rovim'es and Burma, are 
situatad away from the head(|uarters of Government. This arrangement, 
which ha.s now btH»n tried in this province for twelve years, has been of 
considerable advantage. The presen<‘e at Dacca of the Director, who is 
an expert officer, has been of great assistance from the point of view of 
supervision of the experimental work which is being carried on at the 
Central Agricmllural Station there and the co-ordination of the work 
of the exi^rt officers with that of the demoiiHtrution staff. The needs of 
other parts are, at the same time, not neglected as the Director of Agri* 
ouUiiro visits these in the course of his tours, which are adequate and 
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sufficiently protracted. I would add that the transfer of his headquarters 
to Calcutta would entail a considerable expenditure in the shape of Cal- 
cutta house allowance to himself and his staff. 

The question of an improvement in the system of seed distribution 
was discussed at a meeting: of the Standing: Committee on A^rriculture 
held on the 19th instant when it was settled that the Director of Agri- 
culture should suj?:^rest rules whereby applicants for seeds would send 
in their requisitions well iii advance accompanied by a deposit of a per- 
centajre of the price as a token that they would ultimately take the 
supply indented for. Tho.se who apply in advance will have the first 
claims on the supply available. It is expected that the new rules which 
will be in operation before the next season will j^^reatly improve the 
system of distribution. 

The distribution of jrood se(Ml is an economic advantage. 'Pho heavier 
the crop per a(*re the moie land is released for other ( rops. This is an 
advantajre which no one can deny. 

AV Mr. (Todden’s ajrieenient if exjiires next year. All prices are 
fixed by the department and every maund of seed is tested at Dacca 
before issue at Mr. (lodden’s expense. No seed und(*r 90 j)er cent, >^^(‘rmi- 
nation is passed tor is'.ue. The department thus secures an annual issue 
for ^^)od pure seed of ^marunteed ^termination. 

Now, Sir. re^tardiiiir water-hyacinth, I would say at once that (tovern- 
ment are as much concerned in the solution of this problem as the mover 
himself. I would also assure my friend tliat (iovernment have* not been 
altojrether idle in the matter and that various attempts have been made 
in the past to with this (juestic)n. These attempts were in various 

directions, as for instance — 

(1 ) action by the local bodies by the framint: of bye-laws under tho 

L(»cal Self-(jo\ ernment Ac t to enforce cc)mpliance with nolic-es 
for the clearance of the weed; 

(2) concerted voluntary local efforts such as the holdinj^ of “Water- 

hyacinth Week and 
(d) experiments with poisonous sprays. 

In several di.‘*tric ts, such in that of Kajshahi and in niy own distric’t 
of Tip])erali, the first method was tried. Some persons complied with 
the notices served under the hye-laws and removed the weed from their 
lands, while others were prosec uted for non-ccmqdiance. In all, however, 
little was achieved. There is general apathy amonfi^ the people to encour- 
afre hope of concerted voluntarv effort. One spray was tried hut the 
experiments in re8|>ect of it proved unsatisfactory. Altogether the 
attempts nlacie have not attained any measure of siir'cess owin^^ to the 
vasiness and complexify of the problem. Successive Ministers of Aftri- 
culture have devoted a ^reat deal of their time and attention to the 
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problem but thanks to the manner in which we have been working our 
<;on8titution, many of them were denied the opportunity of carrying 
matters any further. The matter was also fully discussed in Council in 
August, 1928, in connection with Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan^s resolution 
urging legislation for the eradication of the pest. My predecessor in 
office, Nawab Musharruf Hossain, explained on behalf of Government 
the difficulties of the problem and stated that Go%’ernment were not in 
a position to initiate legislation but that if any non-official member were 
to bring it forward Government would examine it with sympathy and 
welcome the assistance of the legislature in dealing with the problem. 
Presumably, acting on this suggestion notice of intention to move for 
leave to introduce a Hill was received from a non-official member of the 
</Ouncil but as the gentleman subsequently resigned his seat tlie notice 
lapsed. 

The present position, therefore, still remains as was ex[dained by 
Nawab Musharruf Hossain in August, 1928, and I have little to add to 
what was stated then. I’he problem, however, continues to engage my 
most anxious and careful consideration. May I, Sir, hope that with the 
help and support of the legislature I shall be able to advance further 
in its solution. In the meantime, if any non-official member comes 
forward with any constructive proposal, Government will examine it with 
sympathy. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, the time is very 
abort ami T will cf)ntent myself with a few words only. I have been 
listening very carefully to the speech of the llon’ble Minister in the 
hope that it would enable us to see that Government i.s turning over a 
new leaf, but what I heard is the usual catalogue ot the achievements of 
the Agricultural Department, which I fail to notice even with the help 
of my microscope. What has the Agricultural Department done to 
benefit the country and the cultivat(»rs ? We do not want to know the 
amount ot research work that has been done in the laboratories, but 
we wnTit to know what benefit has been done to the country. That is a 
pro|>ositiuu which Government is very slow to a<'cept. There is no ques- 
tion that the problem of agri< ulture in Bengal is <‘ssentially an economic 
problem. It is not a technical problem. Prima facie at the pre.sent 
moment without raising a single fibre of jute or a Lorain of paddy, simply 
by economic organisation you can put crores of rupees into the pockets 
■of the people of the country. What has the Agricultural Department 
done in this direction? In the great Department of Agriculture there 
is no place, ns Mr. Travers has |>ointed out, for e<*onomy. I will just 
give one instance ns to the way in which the Agricultural Department 
might enrich both the country and the Government. Let us take jute. 
The Agricultural Department is taking a great deal of interest in the 
’Cultivation of jute, in increasing the production of jute, in the culti* 
vation of the Kakyabombi variety, and in pressing for the cultivation of 
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jut« itt areas iu which it is found to be unsuitable. But what has the 
department done to organise the production of jute in such a manner 
as will bring more money to the people ? Realise for one moment that by 
organisation Government can bring five crores of rupees to the country 
by simply raising the price of jute by one rupee. This they can easily 
do and thus bring immense fortune to the people. That organisation is 
possible only if Government takes a leaf out of tlie cotton trusts of 
America. If (rovernment sets out simply to organise the production and 
distribution of jute, a considerable amount of money could be made 
available to the people, and the Government would not be crying for 
want ot money and its various other departments would no longer be 
starving. If Government would bring 20 crores of rupees to the peo» 
pie, they might for their beneficient activities themselves have at least 
crores. I have listened to the si)eeeh of tlie Hon’ble Minister who has 
inherited from his predecessor in office 

[The time-limit under the head “34. — Agriculture” having l)een 
reached, the member had to resume bis seat.] 

The following motion was then put and lost : — 

“That the demand ot Us. '>,000 under the head ‘34A. — Agriculture — 
Superintendence — Travelling allowance’ be reduced h\ Rs. 10 (to urge 
that the office of the Director of Agriculture should be located in 
Calcutta).” 

The motion that the demand of Hs. 11,(S8,0(M) under the head “34A. — 
Agriculture” be redin (‘d by Hs. 1,000 (for the failure ot the Agricultural 
Department to tackle tlie problems of agricultural and rural welfare in 
improving the material and economic condition of the people) was then 
put and a division taken with tlie bdlowing result : — 


AYES. 


Maulvl Sh«fntud4ln. 

All, MAuIvi HatMii. 

Saktli, Maulvi fytd Majid 
SaltabA, Sai Bahadur Dabtndra Nath. 
Sanarji, Rai Bahadur Kathah Chandra. 
Banarji, Mr. P. 

Saimarlaa, Babu Jltandralal. 

Still, Btbu datindra Nath. 

Bbii, Mr. t. M. 

Chattariaa, Mr. B« C. 

ChtuBbuii, Babu Kithari Mahan. 
Chaudhuri, Or. dagandra Chandra. 
Chaudburl, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl AUmui- 

raalultah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Sbaaa, Dr. Amulya Satan. 

IMia, Babu PiSfuBa Kumar. 

Maklm. Mauhrl AbduL 
Maabimy, Mauivi Byad dalaliiddin. 

HasM« Khan SahaBur Mauivi Atiiul. 
Maaaaln, Mauhrl M uha mm a d. 


Nuq, Khan Bahib Mauhrl Bailul. 

Nuq, Mr. A. K. Patl.ul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Khan, Khan Bahib Mauivi Muauam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 

Lai Muhammad. Haji. 

Maltl, Mr. R. 

Mitra, Babu Barat Chandra. 
Mufch^dhaya, Ral Bahib Barat Chandra. 
Nag, Babu Buk Lai. 

Rai Mabaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray Chawdbury, Babu Batlsh Chandra. 
Rout, Babu Naaani. 

Roy, Babu Baiyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Bijty Praaad Bingh. 

Ray, Mr. Barat Kuma;*. 

Ray ebaudhifri, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Bahana, Babu Batya KInkar. 

Baraar, Dr. BIr Nilratan. 

Ban Qupta, Dr. Naraah Chandra. 

Bhah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid 
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NOES. 


•arina, Rat Sahib Ranehanan. 

CatMllf, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan lahadur Mautvi Nafkxur 
Rahman. 

Chdwdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Chawdhury, Maulvl Abdul Qhani. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. J. 

Cooptr, Mr. C. C. 

Dain, Mr. 0. R. 

Dai, Babu Satyandra Kumar. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. | 

Eatton, Mr. a. A. 


eu.u*ji, Maulyi Nur Rahman Khan. 
*••• Mon'hla Khan 
R> C. M. 


Bahadur 


OanBuil, Ral Sahib Sutll Kumar. 
Qheth, Mr. m. C. 

Cuba, Mr. R. n. 


Ournar, Mr. C. W. 


Hots, Mr. 0. p, 

Huttain, Maulvl Latafat. 
Katam, Maulvl Abul. 


Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Marr, tha Hon'blo Mr. A. 

Mittar tha Nan*bla Sir Rrovaah *^Ttifndtr, 
■iaberly, tha Hwi’bla Mr. A. N. 

Mulflok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Nag, Ravarand B. A. 


Naaimuddin, tha Han’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Pinnall, Mr. L. Q. ^ 

Praniica, Mr. w. o. R. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aiizur. 


Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Kumar Shfb Shakliar> 
etwar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roy, Mr. Shantl Shtkharatwar. 

Saadatullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Sarkar, Ral Sahib Rebatl Mahan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

8 lean, Lt-Col. H. B. 

Stevant, Mr. H. S. E. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. M. J. 


Tlio AycM hpiiijr 41 . 111(1 tho So 


4*), the iDolion was lost. 


7 p.m. 

uikWu!' f "'l' 'u " r""' granted for OM.enditare 

ler tho head dd.— AtMicuKuio” tlien pul and afjrood to. 

hoar'-'u""';’"'"* the 

htad *H.~~A«:n('ulture” were not put: — 


Mr. p, N, CUHA: “That the tlemand 

heiid ‘d4A.— A;rri<ult lire— Super,-, .teiMlence’ 

raise a cliseussion about the work oi the otti 
dostrurtion of the waler-hyaciuth pe.st ).“ 


of Its. 75,0t)0 under th© 
be reduced Ity Us. 100 (to 
cers in r'onneetion with the 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 

under the head ‘d4.\. — A^jrit'ultnrt' — 

hv Rs. 1S,000.“ 


“That the demand of Rs. 4,18,000 
Other supervisin^r „taff’ he reduced 


of CHANDRA MUKHARJ,: ‘That the demand 

< f Its. l.dOO under the head ‘ddA.-ApriruIture-Experiniental form.s- 
House-rent and allowaiioes’ be reduc'd by Rs. SOO.” 

TAMIZUODIN KHAN: “That the demand of Ra 18 100 
under the head •.MA.^A^nc-uhure-Pur. ha.se of seeds, ma^rea el ' 

' 
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MMivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of R». 2,26.000 
under the head ‘34A. — Agriculture — Experimental farms' be reduced 
by Ra* 1,000 (to draw attention to the in.><ignificunce of the actual service 
rendered to the country by these farms).’* 

Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: '^That the demand of 
Rs. 11,88,0(X) under the head ‘34. — Af^^riciilture’ be reduced by 
Rs. 2,50,000.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: **That the demand of 
Rs. 11,88,000 under the head ‘34A. — Agriculture’ be reduced by Rs. 500 
(to urf^e the necessity for reviewing the working and the policy of the 
Ajfricultural Department).” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 11,88,000 
under the head ‘34A. — Agriculture’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to (Titiciso 
the aprricultural policy of the Government and the inadequate and in- 
effective measures adopted).” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: That the 
demand of Rs, 11,88,000 under the head ‘34A. — Afrriculture’ be wduced 
by Re. 1 (to call attention to the inade(|uate provision for ag'ricultui’al 
improvement and to the unsati.sfactory manner of administering the 
Department ),” 

Mauivi HA88AN ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 11,88,000 under 
the head ‘34 A. — Ajfriculture’ be reduced In Re. 1 (to open a discussion 
on the aj'ricultural policy of Government).” 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 11,88,000 under the head ‘34 A. — A«-ricuIture’ be redu< ed by Re. 1. 
(Want of proper provision for improvement of Ajrriculture. )” 

Mauivi A8HRAFUDDIN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 11,88,000 under the head ‘34A. — Ajrriculture’ be reiluced by lU*. 1.” 

Dr. 8ir NILRATAN 8ARCAR: “That the demand of Rs. 11,88,000 
under the head ‘34A. — Apriculture’ he reduced by Re. 1.” 

Kaii EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 11,88,000 
under the head ‘34A. — Af^riculture’ be reduc4*d by Re. 1. (General 
pohcy of Agricultural Department.)” 
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Msulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H; ^^Tkat the demand of Rs. 1,20,000 
under the head ‘34B. — Veterinary charges — Grants to Calcutta Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (for 
not allowing Mnssalnian employees time to say their prayer).” 

Maulvl MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: ”Thar the demand of 
Rs. 1,20,000 under the head ‘34B. — Veterinary charges (Reserved) — 
Superintendence — Grants to Calcutta Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals’ be reduced by Re. 1 (as a protest against the policy 
followed by the Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Department in regard to carts and carriages drawn by bullocks, cows and 
horses).” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ”That the demand of Rs. 27,540 
under the head ‘34B. — Veterinary charges — Allowances’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the inadequacy of the measures adopted 
for combating cattle disease).” 

Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: ”That the demand of Rs. 5,54,000 
under the head ‘34B. — Agriculture — Veterinary charges’ be reduced by 
Rs. 50.000.” 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD H088AIN: That the demand of 

Rs. 5,54.000 under the head ‘34B. — Veterinary cliarges’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (as a censure against the Government policy in recruiting officers 
in the department).” 

Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; That the demand of 

Rs. 7,73.000 under the head ‘34C. — Co-operative credit’ be reduced bv 
Rs, 21,(HM).” 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: ’That the demand of 

Rs. 7,73,000 under the head ‘34C. — Co-operative credit’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (for not taking steps for the appointment of a sufficient number of 
Moslem officers and clerks in the Co-operative Department, specially in 
the Bengal Co-operative Wholesale and Co-operative Organisation 
Society).” 

Mauivi A8HRAFUDD1N CHAUDHURI: ’That the demand of 

Rs. 7,73,(KK) under the head ‘34(’. — Ci>-operative credit’ be rc^luced by 
Re. 1.” 

Kaii EMDADUL HOQUE: ’That the demand of Rs. 7,73,000 
under the )iead‘34C. — Co-operative credit’ be reduced by Re. 1. 
(General policy of the Co-operative Societies.)” 
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Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: *That the demand of Re. 25,55.000 
under the head ‘34. — Agriculture* he reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention 
to inadequacy of the provision).*’ 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 25,55.000 under the head ‘34. — Agriculture’ he reduced hy Re. 1. 
(General policy with reference to backward classes.)” 

Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: “That the demand of 
Rs. 25,55,(KK) under the head ‘34. — Agriculture’ he reduced by Re. 1.” 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 25,55,000 under the head ‘34. — Agriculture’ he reduced by Re. 1.” 

Maillvi SYED NAU8HER ALI: “That the demand of Rs. ‘25.55,000 
under tlie liead ‘34. — Agriculture’ he reduced by Re. 1.” 


Adlournmant. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Friday, the 28th 
March, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



m 


[28th Mabch 


Prooeedings of tho Bengal Legisfative Council astembM uniior the 
provisions of tHe Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
€alcutta, on Friday, the 28th March, 1930, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble llaja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuei, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four llon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 104 nominated and elected 
tnemberB. 


Starred questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Raised platforms at certain stations on the Barharwa>Bandel line 
(East Indian Railway). 

*112. Mauivi ABDUS SAM AD: {a) Is the Hnn'blc Member in 
^■harjre of the Public Works (Railways) Department aware that 
important stations like Salar, Khagraj?-hat Road, Jangipur Road and 
Dhulyan Canges on the Rarhurwa-Rundel line (East Indian Railway) 
are not provided with laised platforms? 

(h) Is the IJon’hle Memlier aware that for want of a ntised plat- 
form tho iMissengers, M|H‘fially the females, the old men and the 
children find it extremely difficult and inconvenient to enter and alight 
fnmi the train? 

(c) Is the llon’ble Memla^r aware that public, repre.sentntiona have 
failed to draw the attention of the Railway authorities to the subject? 

{d) Are the Goveniment considering the desirability of requesting 
the Railway authorities to remove this longfelt grievaiic,e of the public? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
<Mr» A. ClStSlh): (a) to {d) This is a subject which may suitably 
be referred to the Railway Advisory Committee and Government have 
drawn their attention to the matter. 
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Missionary Girls’ School at Burdwan. 

M13. Mr. 8AILESWAR SINGH ROY: (a) Is the Hoirble 
Minister in charge of the Educuition Department awai'e of the work 
that is being done by the Missionary Girls’ Schotd at Burdwan? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the 
Government to make any gnint to help this institution? 

MINISTER in oharsa of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’bla M^. Khwaja Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) It was opened on the 23rd January last and is below the status 
of a middle English schtK)!. Consideratitm of the question of a grant 
is premature at this stage. 


Aooumulations of landlords’ transfer fees under the Bengal Tenanoy 

Aot. 

M14. BabuKISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Ilcm’ble 
Meml)er in (charge of the Revenue Dejxirtment aware that heavy 
accumulations of landlords' transfer fees under the Bengal Tenancy 
Act for co-sharer landlords are l>eiug made to the great inconvenience 
and loss to those who are entitled to get proi>ortionule shares of the 
eaid de|>osited fees? 

(/>) xVre the Govemment considering the desirability of taking 
steps for the transmission of such fees to each of the co-sluirer land- 
lords on informations supjdied by the imrties to the transactions instead 
of issuing notices of deposit upon them? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Yes. 

(6) Government have decided to re-examine the question of pay- 
ment of landlords’ transfer fees to co-sharer landlords where there 
is no common agent or common manager. 


Admihistraiion in tho Bengal Covornmont Proea. 

•115. Mauivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether it i^ a fact that on the motion of Srijut Tarak Nath Mukherjee 
the Government was censured on the 3rd April, 1929, for the system 
of administration in the Bengal Government Press f * ^ 
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(b) If th« answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what action has been taken in the matter? 

(c) If no action has been taken, what are the reasons? 

Mr. A. CASiELLSs (a) The grant for stationery and S printing 
was reduced by one rupee on a motion to discuss the lemuneration 
of the press workers. 

(b) and (c) The measures taken by Government to remedy the 
grievances of press employees were stateil in the debate on a resolution 
on 18th August, 1928. These measures are still in force and Govern- 
ment have not found it necessary to take any further action. 

I repeat what was stated in answer to a question in 1926 that 
Government are always prepared to consider the grievances of employees 
which are brought to their notice in the usual way through the proper 
channel. 


Unstarrod question 

(answer to which was laid on the table). 

Rules regarding recruitment in the ministerial staff of Government 

offices. 

110. Mauivi MOHAMMED BA8IR UDDIN: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Deixirtment be pleased to state — 

(t) what rules are followed in the recruitment of Hindus and 
Muhammadans in the ministerial staff, both temporary and 
permanent, of Government offices; and 

(ii) whether the said rules are observed in the recruitment in the 
temporary establishment of the cess revaluation operations 
in the different districts of Bengtd ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ri) is in the negative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of issuing orders for their observance 
in future? 

^ The Hcn’blc Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (t) Refer- 
enoe is invited to rules 55 and 63 of the Board’s Miscellaneous Rules. 

(u) The rules are observed as far as possible, consistently with 
effioienoy, as the nature of the work requires men with previous 
fzperienoe. 

(5) Does not arise. 
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35.— IndintriM. 

MINISTER in ohwg* of INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon'Iilo Kbm Sahodur K. C. M. Ftroqui): Sir, on the recommenda* 
tion of His Excelleiioy the Governor, I Wg to move that a sum of 
Hs. 12,73,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “36. — 
Industries. “ 

The House is aware that this budget provides charges for Electrical 
Adviser and the Cinchona Plantations which are reserved items in 
addition to Industires proper, which alone is transferred. Very little 
explanation is refiuired in regard t(. the Electrical Adviser and the 
Cinchona Plantation h budgets. The estimates provide for the normal 
requirements of the departments except for small increases due to 
increments to officers and their staff. 

Turning to the Industries Department, I would say that provision 
has been made for tlie continuance of the demonstrations of chemical 
processes relating to soap and shellac manufacture and of the 
improved processes of manufacturing brass and l>ell-metal articles 
which have l>een launched this year. The Industrial Engineer had 
been handicapjied in the carrying out of his work owing to want <»f 
equipment and muchinery for his work. Provision has therefore l)een 
made for ncHessary equipment and machinery in the Industrial 
Research Laboratory. Similarly the Industrial Chemist was finding 
difficulty in carrying out his research on oiLbearing seeils and pro- 
vision for necessary machinery has been made. A scheme has been 
evolved for solving the difficulty of drying the paddy in the rainy 
season experienced by the rice-milling industry and necassary pro- 
visi% for carrying out the experiment has accx)rdingly been made. 
Provision has also been made for conducting an experiment by the 
Industrial Engineer in the Industrial Research Laboratory for improv- 
ing the manufacture of cutlery articles on up-to-date methods in order 
to find out if the dying cutlery industry in Bengal can be revived. 

In the technical education side in addition to providing for normal 
requiraments, provision has been made for establishing a district 
weaving school at Santipur, one of the important cloth manufactur- 
ing cenj^ of \he province, as an experimental measure for one year. 
Proviaion has also been made for purchaee of six new theodolites lor 
the Bengal Survey School in order to facilitate training in that subject. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it will not be inconvenient to the 
Hon’hle Minister or for the matter of that to any member if we have 
one discussion on all the motions for reduction under this head. 

Maulvi 8YED MA«IID BAK8H: I submit, Sir, there is objection 
to have one discussion on a number of motions and a general dis- 
cussion on them, as only yesterday we were allowed only one division. 
I hope that you, Sir, will kindly give us one or two chances for divi- 
sion on these motions for reduction. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There cannot l)e any such difficulty for the 
simple reas^jn that any motion which is moved must be put and I 
always put such motions separately. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 1,17,000 under the 
head ‘35A. — Industries (Transferred) — Industrial development* be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about the work of the Govern- 
ment in connection with the development of small industries).” 

RlUa Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA of NaNiipur: 

“Thai the demand of Rs. 1,17,000 under the head ‘85A. — Industrial 
development’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the attention to the neces- 
sity of iniroducing the State Aid to Industries Bill at an early date).** 

Mauivi A8HRAFUDDIN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 5,82,000 under the head ‘d5A. — Industnes (Transferre<l) Industrial 
Education’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Kail EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of IRs. 1,41,679 
under the head ‘35A. — Industries — Pay of establishment* be reduced 
by Re, 1 (to raise a discussion for insufficient prospects of the Assist- 
ants of the office of the Director of Industries, Bengal, and the ijftro- 
duction of selection grade posts in that department).*' 

Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 8,51,000 under the head “35A. — Industries (Transferred)** be 
reduced by Re. 1 (Apathy of Government towards cottage industries 
and the policy), 

I have not much to say as regards this motion which is simply a 
token cut. My idea is to draw attention of Government towards 
industries, as Government have absolutely failed to pay any atten* 
tion to the development of cottage industries. These smaU industries 
of Bengal, or for the matter of that the whole of India are practically 
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destroyed. It is time that in order to make penance for past mis- 
deeds Government should pay more attention in regard to these 
industries and also in regard to their development. 


Dr. Sir NILRATAN 8ARCAR: I beg to move tliat the demand 
of Rs. 8,51,000 under the head “3riA. — Industries (Transferred)^’ be 
reduced by Re. 1. 

In this connection, Sir, I have to say a few words regarding the 
policy of the Government towards industries. In the year 1918 the 
Industrial Commission made certain re<*oinniendution8 in regard to 
which Government might help not only the minor industries and the 
cottage industries but also well organised large industries. But dur- 
ing the last 10 or 11 years practically nothing has been done, and up 
to this time the industrial |X)licv of the Government has not been 
definitely settled. The luminous visions of the Industrial Commis- 
sion have now degenerated into hide-lxuind ideas of helping small 
cottage indu'itiies. During this peiir)d Government has done some- 
thing but this was done in the earlier stages in the way of helping, 
for instance, in connection with tanning and also weaving but during 
the later years they have been doing practically nothing. At the 
present time they are conierned simply with the small industries and 
the cottage industries and not with large industries. During these 
years {)ther civilised countries have kept themselves feverishly busy 
with the industrial developments of their countries. They have 
developed huge pnnluctive industries and have also organised all sorts 
of combines and trusts and cartels and other organ isiit ions for market- 
ing their industrial pnxlucts not only in their countries but also in 
foreign lands, while our Government has remained satisfied simply 
with its idea of develojiing s<ime of the small intiustries and resuscitat- 
ing some of the bmt village industries of Bengal. T fail t4> account 
for this apathy towards the industrial development of Bengal on the 
part of Government. An Advisory Board was created alwut the year 
1928 not merely with the function of advising the (Government but 
also with a view to take a resp<msible part in framing the budget 
and also in the expenditure of budgeted funds and in the appoint- 
ment and posting of superior officers. Their function was very little, 
considering that the (Government has lcK>ked to the development of 
only small industries and cottage industries and nothing more. 
Government has considered three or four times the State Industries 
Bill, but unfortunately during the last 10 or 11 years this Bill did 
not receive the character of an Act. So long as the Bill is not passed 
the position of the Industries Board i*< also ver^^ much undefined and 
tame. This Boanl themselves do not know the functions they are 
to perform. That the Board was originally constituted at the instance 
of the Industrial Commission with the object of developing not only 
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the home induetrieA and the minor industries but also with the 
object of dereloping larger industries goes without saying. But now- 
adays it appears that there has been a change of policy. I am at a 
loss to a(;count for this change of policy, or rather this 
apparent want of policy, but I believe, in the heart of my hearts, 
that so long as the Industries Department does not enthusiastically 
take up the question of industrialising Bengal no solution of the 
problem of the people of the country is possible. Government may be 
of the opinion that industries are to be developed only to the extent 
to which it may be necessary to supplement the small earnings of 
the population from agiiculture, agriculture being the chief industry 
of the province. We ai’e of a different mind and do not believe that 
we Bengalis, the people of Bengal, shall always remain in this un- 
desirable position of li\ing a hand-to-mouth existence in a land of 
plenty and even when we are blessed, as we believe, with fertile 
brain and with capable hand. The apathy of the Government is 
lM)undlesa in this connection and it is difficult to account for it. I 
trust that better days will come latei on, but even now when we are 
told that Dominion Status is in action for the people, for every little 
thing w’e have to be dependent upon others. I think the Government 
can easily help us out of the many difficulties which surround us in 
connection w'ith the development of our industries. But as it is, at 
the present moment, there is nothing but despair in our minds as 
regards this matter. With these words I (ommend my motion to 
the acceptance of the House. 

The follow’ing motion was called but not moved: — . 

MNuilvi ASHRAFUDDIN CHAUDHURI: ' That the demand of 
Ils. 8,ol,000 under the head ‘35A. — Industries (Transferred)’ be 
reduced by Re. 1.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move my motion 
which runs thus; — 

“That the demand of Rs. 12,73,000 under the head ‘35. — Industries* 
be reduced by Rs. 500 (to urge that the Oovenment of Bengal should 
have its stores pundmsed through the Department of Industries with 
a view to encourage the growth of Indian industries).” 

My point of view is that the Government of Bengal should have 
its stores purchased through the Department of Industries with a 
view to encourage the growth of Indian industries. It is absolutely 
essential that . Government, which is a large purchasing agency of 
all kinds of goods, should encourage the local industries of the province. 
At present the rules are of such a character that they leave very 
little local option to make these purchases in the province where 
the articles are producetl. 1 am not sure what the rules exactly are 
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regarding the purchase of stores. Sir, we are told that this matter 
is engaging the attention of the Government and the Governinent of 
India and the Government of Bengal are in communication over this 
matter on some question or other. But, whatever might be the 
nature of the state of affairs, there is no denynig the fact that there 
ought to be some Department responsible in regard to the purchase 
of Government articles with a view to encourage the growth of local 
industries. As Sir Nilratan Saroar has pointed out, in a country 
where we have to depend more or less on the weather and the nature 
of the crops, and specially in view of the present irrigation conditions 
it is absolutely essential that we must have certain subsidiary occupa- 
tions which might give employment to a number of young men in 
this province. Government purchase a large amount of stores for 
various purposes and it is absolutely essential that the purchase, 
wherever possible, should be made locally. In any case, Sir, this 
is a matter in which more light is needed from Government in order 
that we may be in possession exactly of the actual facts so far as 
the purchase of stores is concerned. With these words I commend 
my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARJI Bihidur: Sir, I beg to 
support the motion which says that the Government of Bengal should 
have its stores pui-cha.sed through the Department of Industries with 
a view to encourage the growth of Indian industries. Sir, my object 
of supporting the motion of Khan Bahadur Azixul Haque is that the 
prosperity of a nation largely depends upon the growth of indigenous 
industries. And any suggestion for the growth of Indian industries 
is, therefore, to l)e welcomed. The obligation of a civilise<l Govern- 
ment is to help the indigenous industries in every possible way and 
the Departmeni of Industries which presumes to revive the mori- 
bund cottage industnes of Bengal will only justify its existence if 
it can get a chance of supplying the stores of the Government. First- 
ly the Department will get some real work to do-H»part from the 
routine work which is being done by the Department disregarding the 
i-eal indu.strial problems of the day. Secondly, by helping the growth 
of indigenous industries the Department will contribute to the solution 
of the unemployment problem which has W'ome so acute nowadays. 
It will at least counteract the impression that the Department is 
just like a wax figure, beautifully dressed and placed in a shop window. 
Besides the opening of technical schools and carrying on researches 
in buttons, matches and umbrella-making, its duty is also to find 
markets, to reorganise cottage industries and to help the growth of 
factory industries such as match-making factory, dairy factory, 
tobacco factory, tannery, etc. All these industries will get an impetus 
if the Government of Bengal should have its store* purchased through 
the Department of Industries. 
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Tt is in a sense a state-aid to industries, the importance of which 
I do not like to stress liere. The industries in our country are weak 
and undeveloped ; they need nourishment. In view of the industrial 
backwardness of tlie province, it is quite in the fitness of things that 
every endeavoui* should be made to encourage the growth of Indian 
industries in such manner as will secure the desired object*. From 
tliis standpoint the Government of Bengal would meet a crying need 
by having its stores purchased through the Department of Industries 
with a view to encouraging the growth of Indian industries. That 
will provide opportunities for the work of the Department; it will 
help the objetdive with which the Department was started, it will 
help the cottage and home industries and incidentally will solve the 
unemployment problem. It is a crying need which requires immediate 
solution. To do utmost for the industrial prosperity of India should 
be the aim of Government and to do this bit of encouragement is, I 
think, not asking too much. 

ADDITIONAL DEPUTY SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT 
(Mr. L. G. Pinnell): Sir, in the absence of the Hon’ble Mr. Marr, 
I have to reply to the motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul 
Haque, wdiich suggests that the Government of Bengal should purcha.se 
its stores through the Department of Industries, in order to encourage 
local industries. Now. Sir, I do not propose to engage myself in a 
general discussion on the qiiestion of industrialization. Whether 
or not that would be good for Bengal, I believe I shall fulfil my task 
if I prfweed to show that, in the first instance, it does not matter 
which department pun buses the stores so long as the department 
which is doing the work does it in the right way, and, secondly, that 
the department which is at present entrusted with the control of the 
Store Rules has already taken action, and has consistently been taking 
actiofi, in order to fulfil, the desires which have been expressed by 
the mover. I need only mnark that an Indian Stores Department 
has for sometime past been in existence for the purpose of encx>urag- 
ing the purchaae of stores produced in India and I will quote for 
you the instruction.s which the Governor-in-Council has issued to his 
officers on that subject: — “The Governor-in-Council desires to em- 
phasise that the policy underlying the adoption of (certain rules) is 
the encouragement of the industries of the country without sacrific- 
ing economy, lie similarly desires to impress upon all departments 
and officers the importance whi<‘h he attaches not only to a strict 
adherence to the letter of the rules but also to the loyal observance 
of the poli<*y underlying it.’* I submit that stronger and more pointed 
language could not have been used by the mover of the resolution 
himself than that. 

I have only one further thing to add and that is this : I under- 
stand that the obje(‘tion to the Indian Stores Department is that being 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


5B& 


im] 

located in Delhi it has not been fair to the manufacturers of Bengal. 
That is a political question raising the matter of somewhat old history 
into which I do not propose to enter. I merely wish to state in reply 
to that that the Government of India have further modified their 
rules and have simplified them to a degree which will give officers 
not merely a greater discretion to purchase their stores in India but 
in many cases will compel them to purchase in India. Any one who 
wishes to see the rules will find them in the issue of the Gazette of 
India of the 14th December, 1929. The Government of India have 
proposed to the liooal Government that this Government might also 
consider the liberalising of its own rules in the same spirit in which 
the Government of Indi.a has also acted. As regards that I have only 
to say that that proposal may involve a change in sevenil department® 
of *Iovernment and is at this moment under consideration. I trust 
that what I have said will allay the anxiety not only of the mover 
and the seconder of this motion but also of the House in general that 
this subject is in the hands of a department which is not merely 
competent to deal with it but which is carrying o\ii the expre.s* wishes 
of this motion 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 12,7-i.(KKt under the head ‘.‘15. — ImluHtries’ be reduceil by Rs. lOO 
(Inadequacy of the grant and want of a clear and definite policy).’' 

MttUivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 'That the demand of Rs. 12,73.000 
under the head ‘.‘15. — Industries’ be reduced by Rs. 1(K) Go criticii® 
the industrial policy of the Government).” 

MauUi HA88AN ALI: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 12,73,000 under the head “35 — Industiies” be reduced bv Rs. 100 
(to raise a debate for criticism of Government pcdicv on this head). 

My object In moving tliis motion. Sir, is to raise a criticism of 
Government [mlicy in general on the head of Industries iVpartment. 

Sir, ours was a country most flourishing in the world in matters of 
industry specially in weaving and spinning industry. History bears 
testimony to my statement. Everybody, I hope, knows how muslin of 
Dacca, silk of Murshidabad reigned supreme in the markets of Asia and 
Europe and how they furnished (he best luxurv’ for adorning the persons 
of most fashionable queens of the world. But, Sir, where is that indus- 
try now; where are those days when our individuals and families were 
able to lei^l a happy and joyous life by means of earnings from industry 
alone? 

I do not wish to describe here how the flourishing industries of Ben* 
gal were completely ruined during the British rule. I will not mention 
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Here bow during the rule of East India Company the most systematic, 
cruel and brutal methods were employed to cripple and crush the spinning 
and weaving industries of Bengal in order to make her the dumping 
ground of British industrial goods. Those are now matters of past his- 
tory and may well interest the research students of industrial history 
of the country. I will only say: Has the Government abandoned that 
policy of old ? I will only ask : Is the Government making any serious 
attempt to revive the dying industries of Bengal? 

Sir, Government have established an industrial department with the 
ostensible object of improving the industries of Bengal. But a most 
ridiculously inadequate sum is alloted for the department. And how 
this sum is expended? By maintaining a staff of highly paid officers 
— Directors, Inspectors, technical experts, chemists (and druggists). 
Engineers and Superintendents and what not. And, Sir, what do they 
do? Their activities are an unfathomable mystery to the public — in a 
word the existence of the Department itself is scarcely known to the 
people. These officers perhaps finish their duties by writing beautiful 
reports on the results of researches embodied in learned brochures in a 
foreign tongue uncomprehensilde and unavailable to the general public. 

Sir, Government have finished their duty of imparting industrial 
education to the people by establishing one or two industrial and tech- 
nical schools here and there? Are they at all sufficient to meet the 
industrial educational needs of the people? And what is the industrial 
education that is imparted to the students through these schools? The 
students of Serampur Weaving Institute after their final course of train- 
ing are not even in a position to earn their livelihood by their expert 
knowledge. They move about from door to door for a job and if asked 
to start a factory they will be in a hopeless fix and say their knowledge 
is too meagre to allow them to undertake the adventure. 

Sir, this is the condition of technical education. 

Now, Sir, I ask the Government: Is it not their duty to help and 
encourage the oottaj^e industries of Bengal? Are the Government 
taking any steps in the way of helping the khadder spinning movement 
in the country? Foreign cloth market is fast destroying the prospect of 
the province. Are the Government going to take any measures to pro- 
tect our people from economic exploitation in this respect? 

Mauivi 8YED ilALAtUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I rise to support 
the motion of my esteemed friend, Mauivi Ilassan Ali. The reason of 
the apathy of the Government towards the development of industries in 
Bengal is obvious. I think it is no longer necessary for me to repeat 
the much-spoken policy of exploitation. I believe even a child knows 
and knows very well that if the industries of Bengal flourish, necessarily 
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tb® industries of Eufi^land will decay. I will sugf^est to the GovernmeD 
either to abolish this Department altogether or to put some real lif 
into it. Sir, khadder has been taken up by Mahatma Gandhi in rigl 
earnest since 1920 and it has been going on for the last 10 years and 
know many educated persons of Bengal and of India have formed a grou 
and the group is called “All-India Spinners' Association” which hav 
branches all over Bengal to help that Association. I know many educate 
people want to use khadder but sometimes they are afraid. I woul 
therefore suggest the llon’ble Minister in charge of the Portfolio t 
popularise khadder. They may at the outset clothe the chaukidars ani 
the constables with khadder and also other officers connected with Govern 
ment as has recently been done by the Corporation of Calcutta. If the; 
do so then the village peoj)le as also the people connected with Govern 
ment will not hesitate to use khadder. I suggest this without any poll 
tical motive and I ask the llon'ble Minister to give some financial hel] 
to the Abhoy Asram, the Khadi Pratisthan and such other organisation 
in Bengal. So fur as I know no help has been given by the Governmen 
of Bengal to its most vital and most essential cottage industries o 
Bengal. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

UMlIvi MUHAMMAD H08$AIN: “That the demand o 
Rs. 12,73,000 under the head ‘33. — Industries' be reduced by Re. 1 (U 
draw attention to the fa(’t tiiat no grant has been proposed to help th« 
Barisal Technical School).” 

Khan Sahib Maulwi BAZLUL HUQ: I beg to move that the demanc 
of Rs. 12,73,000 under the head “3o. — Indu.stries” be reduced by Re. 1 
(to impress upon the necessities of c^stablishing factories under state- 
control and patronage to find out ways and means for solving of th< 
unemployment questions to establish agricultural banks in every thana) 

Every year a very huge amount is spent under this head. What 
benefits this Industrial Department has given to the agricultural Bengal 
is for the gods to see. We mortals have neither the eyes to see nor the 
wisdom to understand. It has not succeeded in the least to solve the 
bread question and it has not as yet taken any steps worth the name ic 
solve unemployment question. No steps have been taken tc 
revive home industries. The poor people of Bengal are now hewen 
of wood and drawers of water. The poor tillers of the soils do 
not get money to purchase agricultural implements. They are com- 
pletely at the mercy of the unscrupulous mahajans who never cared 
but to exact as much as they can as interest. The Usurious Ix>ans Aci 
is of no help to them. It has given the courts discretion to reduce 
the rate of interest but very few of them exercise such powers and ii 
they do at all it does not confer any appreciable benefit. For some ai 
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the Judicial officei-a have fixed 37 J per cent, interest to be decreed. 
This is surely vei*y excessive. The country is being exploited every 
yenr by foreign traders and crores of rupees are being drained out 
every year. Discontent and dissatisfaction is prevailing among our 
young men for want of employment. The Department has done 
nothing to remove the grievance. I therefore humbly suggest that 
factories l)e established for the benefit of the poor agriculturists of 
Bengal. 

3-45 p.m. 

Th0 Hon’bie Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUt: Mr. President, 
Sir, before replying to the particular motions of cuts moved, I would 
crave the indulgence of the Tfouse to permit me to give a brief descrip- 
tion of the activities of the Department of Industries. I hope after 
they have heard me, they or at least a large section of them, will be 
convinced that Government have been doing their best with the limited 
funds at their disposal to eiu'ourage industries in the country. 

Now, Sir, the activities of the Department may be divided under the 
heads (r/) Research, (h) ('ottage and Small Industries, (c) Industrial 
Education, (r/) Demonstration in villages, (r) Assistance in marketing of 
industrial products. One of the principal aims of the research staff is 
to improve the manufacturing methods of existing industries by reducing 
the cost of manufacture and introducing more efficient tools and 
appliances. 

Research is carried on at the Industrial Re.search Laboratory by the 
Industrial Chemist and the Industrial Engineer. The results of the 
research are broadcasted by departmental bulletins and arrangement has 
been made for demonstration of successful results of research. It is 
gratifying to observe that the training provided at the Research Labo- 
ratory for apprentices in soap-making has been attracting a fair number 
of fitudentii. References from outside are frequently made to this section 
for technical assistunc*e and advice. The rec'ord of the activities of the 
engineering section is also very encouraging. The Industrial Engineer 
has been able to design and produc*e a number of lalmur saving machines 
which have already proved suc'cessful. Of these the concdi-shell cutting 
machine, the paddy-husking machine and the umbrella-bending and 
marking machine may be mentioned. The activities of the research 
section are very useful in solving the vexed problem of middle-class 
unemployment. Another important institution under the Department 
which is doing very useful work is the Bengal Tanning Institute, The 
most striking result of the activities of the Institute is to be found in 
the fact that the (consumption of Bengal hides in the chrome tanning 
industry is gradually on the increase, not only in this province but also in 
other parts of India. This Institute trains apprentices both on the 
practical and theoretical sides. Now, Sir as regards the development 



im] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


589 


of cottage and small industries I can assure the House that this question 
has been engaging the most anxious attention of Government for some 
time past, and within our limitations all that is possible is being done in 
this direction. The co-operative principle is being applied for revival 
of small industries. Artizans are being trained by the departmental 
Demonstration Party and helped to form themselves into co-operative 
societies. It has been arranged to advance a loan of Rs. 50,000 to 
cottage workers through the Calcutta Co-operative Sale Depot. The 
proposed legislation for State-Aid to Industries when enacted is expected 
to give a further impetus in this direction. It is unfortunate that owing 
to frequent changes in the Ministry this Hill was pnstjwned more than 
once, and it is hoped that the Hill w^ll be introduced in the next session 
of the Council. 

As regards industrial education, Sir, I can say with pride that the 
Department has done commendable work. As a matter of fact, out of 
a provision of Rs. 8,81,999 on the expenditure side of the Industrial 
Department budget, a sum of Rs. 5,84,0(M) is devoted to the cause of 
industrial and technical education. The three main lines of activities of 
the Department in regard to technical and industrial education are (1) 
training abroad, (2) maintenance of Government technical institutions 
and (»J) giving grants-in-aid to non-Government institutions. In the 
matter of training abroad the programme of sending out two scholars 
each year has been kept up. The allotment under “Grants-in-aid’' has 
been substantially increased so much so that it is now Rs. 90,000 more 
than it wa^ three years ago. In the mutter of weaving instiiiction as 
many as 20 peripatetic weaving schools are now at work and 12 more are 
awaiting provision of funds. The central institute at Serampore has lieen 
maintaining its record of good work. The Calcutta Technical School 
has, wdthin the short period of its existence, been successful in inspiring 
confidence of employing firms in Calcutta. The number of both senior 
and junior technical sc hools has increased, which proves that the public 
are taking greater interest in technical education. 

Next, Sir, the Department is not relaxing its efforts in the attempt 
to find a market for industrial products, particularly the cottage pro- 
ducts, of the province. For this purfmse, it is in touch with many res- 
pectable firms in the province and outside, to which the indigenous pro- 
ducts are recommended, and successful results have been attained. 

Lastly, Sir, the Department has arranged for mining education in six 
different places at Raniganj and Sitarampur coal centres with good 
result. T^th these words, Sir, I conclude. I hope the activities of the 
Department already mentioned amply justify the expenditure proposed to 

be incurred. 

» 

MauM SYED JALALUOOIN HAtHEMY: But the Hon’ble 
Minuter hai not aaid a word about Ichadder. 
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Ilf# PRESIDENT# Does the Hon’ble Minister wish to say anything^ 
about itf 

Th« Hofi’bla Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI; We have got a 
large number of demonstration parties which have already started this 
work. 

The following motion was put and lost : — 

“That the demand of Es. 8,51,000 under the head ‘35A.-~Indu8tries 
(Transferred)’ be reduced by Re. 1. (Apathy of Government towards 
cottage industries and the policy).” 

The motion that a demand of Rs. 8,51,000 under the head “35A. 

Industries” be reduced by Re. 1 was put and u division taken with the 
following result : — 


AYEt. 


aiimsdi Mftuhrl MiamtuSdln. 

AH, Maulvi HasMfi. 

•aktii, Mawlvi tyad Majid. 

■allabh, Rai Sahadur Oabtndra Nath. 

■anarjaa, Mr. P. 

iattt, tabu Jatindra Nath. 

■atu Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Bum, Mr. t. M. 

ChattarjM, Mr. t. 0. 

Chaudhuri. Babu Kithtrl Mahan. 
Shaudhurl, Or. Jasandra Chandra. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Nural Abaar. 
Chawdhury, Maulvl Abdul Ohanl. 

Butt, Nai Bahadur Or. Naridhan. 
FatluNah, Maulvl Muhammad. 

Quha, Babu Frafulla Kumar. 

Maklm, Maulvl Abdul. 

Hathamy, Mauivi tyad Jalaluddin. 
Hadua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Axiiul. 
Nataaln, Maulvl Muhammad. 

Nud. Khan lahlb Maulvl Baalul. 

H«df Mr. A. K. Paii.ul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 


Khan, Maulvl Tamixuddin. 

Ul Muhammad. Haji. 

Mitra, Babu larat Chandra. 

Mookarjaa, Mr. Syamaproaad. 

Foddar, Bath Hunuman Proaad. 
ftai Mahaaai, Munindra Oab. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu tatlah Chandra. 
Raul, Babu Haaani. 

Ray, Babu tatyandra Nath. 

Ray, Maharaja Jafadith Nath, af 
Oinajpur. 

Ray, Mr. BiJay Fraaad tinch. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kumar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra, 
•ahana. Babu Balya Kinkar. 

Bamad, Mauivi Abdua. 

Barkar, Or. Bir Nilratan. 

Ban Qupta, Or. Narash Chandra. 

Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
af Naahipur. 


NOES. 


Bal, Mr. Barai Chandra. 

Banarji, Rai Bahadur Kaahab Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Fanahanan. 

Caaaalit, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hatxur 
Rahman. 

Chawdhury, HajI Badi Ahmad. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oahan, Mr. 0. d. 

Ca a p ar, Mr. C. 0. 

Oain, Mr. S. R. 

Oaa, Babu Batyandra Kumar. 

Baah, Mr. A. d. 

Baaaan, Mr. B. A. 

Buaufji, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Faraaul, tN Nan*Ma Khan Bahadur 
K. Q. M. 

Parraaiar, Mr. d. Camphall. 

BauBUB. Rai Bahih fuMI Kumar. 


fihath, Mr. M. 0. 

Ohuxnavl, tha Han'bla AlhadJ BIT 
Abdalkarim. 

Bardan, Mr. A. 0. 

Buha, Mr. F. N. 

Bumar, Mr. C. W. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

HasB, Mr. B. F. 

Huaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Inaah, Mr. d. 

Kaaam, Maulvl Abut. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman 
Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Law, Mr. Burandra Nath. 

Macuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han*bla Mr. A. 

MaOluakia, Mr.' B. T. 

Mittar tha Nan*Mt Bir FraaaMi BUhadir* 
Maharty, tha HmfhM Mr. A. N. 
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Kn* MMk tant CtwMrt 
9MtkK MtfhiMta tttainf. 

MAC, RWivMitf ft. A. 

NAsMNMm tftt Mr. Ktewaja. 

PiiumH, Mr. L. ft. 

PrtAtl^ Mr. W. D. R. 

RalNRMi, MftiihH Aiiivr. 
ftalHMUi. Mr. A. F. M. Abtfur. 

Ray, ftaftv Nagtnftra NarayAii. 

R«yp tiM KiMNAr thtb tlitkiMr 

Miwr. 

Ray CliaiMlIiuri, Mr. K. C. 


Rati, Mr. ft. r. 

Ray, Mr. ftiNMtl iftakHtratwar. 
taaftatallali, Maiitvi Mw l ia iaai a ft . 
•arliar, Sir Jaiwiatli. 

UrAfr, Rlii taklft Raftatl Mahan, 
•taplatan, Mr. H. ft. 

•Mhrawarfty, Mr. H. ft. 
ttaaii, Lt*eal. N. ft. 
ittvant, Mr. M. t. ft. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. N. A 
Waratwartli, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes beiii^ 41^ and Noes 58 the motion was lost. 

The following; motions were put and lost : — 

“That the demand of Rs. l2,78,tK)0 under the head ‘85. — Industries* 
be reduced by Rs. 500 (to urj,re that the Government of Bengal should 
have its stores purchased through the Department of Industries with a 
view to encourage the growth of Indian industries).’’ 

“That the demand of Rs. 12,73,0(K) under the head ‘35. — Industries* 
(page 269, Civil Estimate) be reduced by Rs. 100. (To raise a debate 
for criticism of Government policy on this head).’’ 

“That the demand of Rs. 12,73,(KK) under the liead ‘35. — Industries’ 
be reduced l)y Re. 1.” 

The motion that u sum of Rs. 12.73.0(K) be granted for expenditure 
under the head “35. — Industries’’ was then put un<l agreed to. 


4 p.m. 

37.— Mitoillftnftout DftfMfttiiiftntft. 

Tbft Hofl’bift Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of Hia 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 2,44,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “37. — Miscellanous Depart- 
ments.” 

The following motions were called but not moved ; — 

KIumi Bftliadlir Miulvi AZIlUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1, €0,060 under the head ‘37 A. —Inspector of Factories’ (page 279, 
Civil Estimate) be reduced by Rs. 50 (to urge that the Section of Inspec- 
tors should be under the Department of Industries).” 

MMHlvi •flAMUDDIN AHMED: “That the demand of Rs. 2,44,000 
under the f^ead ‘37. — Miscellaneous Departments* (page 278, Civil 
Estimate) be reduced by R»* 1,000 (to discuss as regards the Inspector of 
Eftciories and the policy towards trade disputes).”. 
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Mmlvi 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY* Sir^ with ^your pennii 
«ion I Hhoulf] like to move motions Nos. 472 and 474, both of whidi stan 
in my name, to^^ether. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can do so. ^ 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I beg to move ihs 
the demand of Rs. 2,44,000 under the head “»i7. — Miscellaneous Deparl 
ments" be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the indifferent attitud 
of the Chief Inspector of Factories regarding the inspection of presse 
in Cah utta). I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 2,44,000 unde 
the head “87. — Mis( ellaneous Departments^ be reduced by Re. 1 (t 
draw attention to the fact that a number of lead>poisoning cases ha'\ 
not been properly inquired into). 

Sir, I beg to take these two motions standing in my name togethe 
for obvious reasons. In bringing these motions before this House m 
object is to draw the attention of the members to the callous “hnd in 
different attitude of the Bengal Factories Department in tlie discharg 
of their statutory duties. Let me first deal with the matter generally 
The question of lead-poisoning will be dealt with separately. 

Sir, the printing presses employing more than 50 workers come with 
in the operation of the Indian Factories Act. But, if my informatioi 
is correct, so far ns the employees of most presses are concerned th 
provisions of the Factories Act may be said to be a dead letter. B; 
section 9, clause (r) the Act provides that “the factory shall be ventilate< 
in Hindi a manner as to render harmless as far as ])racticable any gases 
vapours, dust or other impurities generated in the course of works 4 arrie( 
on therein that may be injurious to health.” Clause (a) of th# sam 
flection says in the clearest possible manner that a factory “shall beltep 
clean and free from effluvia arising from drain and other nuisance.” Ii 
fact, Sir, the Factories Act has a whole chapter providing for the healtl 
and safety of the workers in the factories. But, Sir, I will not be draw 
ing on my imagination when I say that any one entering at a press a 
random (I mean of course the presses owned and managed by privab 
employers) will be simply horrified to see the dark dungeon which go bi 
ihe name of printing press. Absence of light, want of ventilation 
accumulation of dust, generation of gases and vapours make their dm 
contribution to make a complete hell of the workman’s press. And al 
these. Sir, when the Government have established a department«exclu 
eively to look after the health, sanitation, hours of employment, etc. 
of these people. To think of it makes one’s blood boil within him 
What for is there, I would ask the authorities concerned, the Chiel 
Inspector of Factories with all his staff and paraphernalia, luct 
ffagrant violations of the provisions of the Factories Afii are to gc 
iinheeded and the offenders not brought to book? It will perhapa bj 
aaid that if the Inspector be too strict printing as an industry will gt 



^ hj Tl&t a'consummu^^n is never 

be ^ifoutly wisfed for. even if snoh a eahUiiroplie is to take 
; plaol, wliioh is m (W opiilion never likely lo occur, even then it jsrere 
tiiJtetter that an industry which could not go on without recourse to 
emigtoas irregularities, it were better indeed, that such an industry 
shoSld by the board as soon as possible instead of continuing to 
adipiiister’tlow deaths to the workers. 1 do not think that the workers 
have inching to lose by such a contingency. On the contrary, I 
belief /that there is every possibility of their being taken in and 
Itbsorbed^ in * more profitable industries which would offer them more 
. decent conditions and happier surroundings. 

** Sir, it ie common knowledge that owing to the utter insanitary con- 
ditions press workers fall easy victims to death and disease. And 
most p^iMUbn of the diseases I may say among the workers in the press 
are tiibliiiplbeis and lead-poisoning. Tuberculosis, I may be allowed to 
add? takCN its largest toll from amongst the press workers of all indus- 
trial worker?. I venture to add also that if thort)Ugh and careful medi- 
cal examinations are made of the men employed in the printing industry, 
quitg^u 1^^ percentage will be found to he suffering from tuberculosis 
in a more or less advanced stage. Sir, it is the duty of the Facdorics 
Department to see that the provisions of the Factories Act are actually 
complie^with by tlie employers or proprietors of the presses. But, Sir, 
I am fonstipined to have to say that this duty is being ver>^ perfunc- 
torily done. * TiCt me cite an instance which will show how indifferently 
the worl^of*^Be Department is l)eiiig carried on. In reply to the starred 
questip^?»k 28, dated the 7th Aug\ist, 1929, the Hon’hle Mr. M. C, 
that the press (Calcutta Fine Art (!k)ttnge of Dbarmatala 
Street, Calcutta) was visited by an In.spector of Factories on 10th Janu- 
ary, 29th May, 22nd July and 29th July, 1929, where conditions did not 
conform to the Factories Act and Rules, and that instructions were 
issued to the Manager to remove the irregularities. Next, the Deputy 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, in the Commerce and Marine 
Department, in his letter No. 4148-Com., dated the 12th August, 1929, 
to the Secretary’, Press Employees* Association, said that proper aciion 
had been taken by the Factories Department regarding the irregularities 
in the said press. But, Sir, in a memorandum, dated the 17th Septem- 
ber, 1!^ . end addressed to the Secretary, Press Employees* Association, 
^nhe Cmef Inspector of Factories bad to admit that on inspection by his 
officers on 14th September, 1929, it was found that the men were being 
worked in the<said Calcutta Fine Art Cottage outside the legal hours 
#in villain of section 26 of the Factories Act. The House will please 
note hlw instructions were issued to the Manager of the press on July, 
aettol was tHen in August and srill in September the irregularities were 
ikswgrinding the life out of the poor workers. What is more, the said 
uregularittes exist still in March, I960, and whyP The simple r^ly 
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ei^daties * 
•nall^ * 


thd^hWid^ the employees I 

HgtlieA^fficerg go to any press they are stiid ^rhavel^ their 
the Sfsnager or the Proprietor of the press. They, it ts.Hlid, 
bdi*hteljr avoid asking any questions to the employees themselves direct. 
And that all the while the Inspector remains in the press, hs^mBl^all 
along surrounded by Manager and his assistants in such a l^en 

if any employee wonts to speak out anything, he naturally Ap^eiCkl^rom 
doing so before his office masters. W * - " if 

There is, Sir, one thing more which I would like tp. ''liF '■■iMi ll ./ I 
understand that the Deputy Secretary to the Qovemmen^^^^Jjfe&gyi^ ' 
Commerce and Marine Department, had written to the Organ yij^g fere- 
tory, Press Employees* Association, that the Factory D^ner^gl^t ins- 
pected, detected and remedied the irregularities in a numbt^lPlpresses 

S . Andrews, Cotton Press, Lalchand & Sons, Calcutta Photo4y#eiClo., 
acker Spink, etc.), information of the existence of irregularities was 
of course supplied by the Press Employees* Association — ai^ the Certi- 
fying Surgeon of Factories also investigated and reported th^ he^could 
find no clear evidence of lead-poisoning and that the general health of 
the men was good in those presses. The Deputy Secretary has not also 
failed to express a pious wish at the end of his note. Says the Deputy 
Secretary: *^If, however, the Association is of opinion that ihiffe are 
cases of lead-poisoning which falls within the scope of the Workmen*s 
Compensation Act, action should be taken accordingly eithoi' by the 
Association or the individual employees.** But, Sir, I have^pOt with 
me here written statement from the employees repudiating the i^afilnent^ 
of the Deputy Secretary categorically. I confess I am unahre^to^ 
reconcile the two statements. In the circumstances, what seems to me 
proper and necessary is that the authorities concerned should enlighten 
the House by giving informations on the following points, which I hope 
will lead us to truth : — 


(1) namia of the presses inspected by the Factories Department 

with dates and irregularities detected ; 

(2) names of the employees individually examined in each press on 

each occasion in course of the inspection, also with designa- 
tions ; 

(3) steps taken to remedy the irregularities; 

(4) steps taken in cases of non-compliance of the order of the Fac- 

tories Department; ^ 

^ (5) number of employees medically examined in each pridilby the 

Gertil3^g Surgeon of Factories also with nanlhs and ieatg* 
nations; and 

(6) the result of the medical examination, press by press. 







the caaes of l«a(l-pwi|i% and send them up before’ thTdottaiSiiL^ 
for ConqxjBMtion. IJot, ^Jir, it is no question of argument. 

18 , w or IB jibt the Factories Department to look after the health, 
tioa to«inj>{ emplojTuent, etc., of the workers P If it is, then n<*.taoh. ‘ 
"nicid<^pBe^lB ought to deter them from looking into these cases. The 
Fact<^ Bgp^ent may not take up the cases of lead-poisoning and 

’i*i* tT "“f “ “"y dowtt whatever that it is ' 

after the health of these men and in doing so examine 
t»“e <« <>n»e and take such measures as required 
them from contracting diseases like lead-poisoning through 
the oar^BilaesB and apathy of the employers and further, when they 
have detKiteH any case of le.id-poisoning, to immediately dei^lare it as 
such ati44i^iAhm the man as well us his employers of the factP 

A '»’ * • ■ • 


But, Sir the present authorities of the Bengal Factories Departmenf* 
are hopelcs% indifferent to the health of these men. As a typical 
instance at^nd I may cite the case of the Calcutta Fine Art Cottage in 
Dharamtda. In pursuance to an informal Ulk with the Chief Inspector 
of Factories in last August the Secretary of the Press Employees’ 
ciation supplied him with the names of nineteen men working in the 
said C^tta Fine Art Cottage who were suspected to be suffering from 
lead-poisoning. But, Sir. we are now at tlie end of March, 1930, and the 
Chief Iiii^ector of Factories has not yet seen his way to take any step 
in the^tter. Well might the Chief Inspector of Factories have by his 
Certi^g Surgeon of Factories got those men medically examined and 
informed the Press Employees’ Association about the men who were 
really suffering from lead-poisoning. But this he could not do during 
this long period of about 7 or 8 months except for the pious wish ex- 
pressed in his memorandum to the Secretary of the Press Employees’ 
Association, dated the 14th September, 1929, that “the question of 
lead-poisoning is having attention.” And what is the result? One of 
the men, Krishna Chandra Das, has now succumbed, in all orobabilitv 
to the fell disease. 


I wip not take the precious time of the House any longer by unneces- 
sarily lengthening this tale of woes. But ibis I may point out before 
1 my seat that the indifference and apathy on the part of the Fac- 
tories Department is in no small measure responsible for the hardships 
•ad ^pressions sulfered by the men. The callousness and xndifferenoe 
of the AqMirimeai is such that the Association of the workers was co^" 
p^leti ta drai^^ the attention of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal 
^ » iwolution condemning the attitude of the Chief Inspector 

of Factories at a mass meetiiig held in Calcutta on 14th December Iasi 
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ffiisrwa^^g t^e «aiiie to Hi« iExoerievey. IlMd I remmie sty aeat 
with the pure conviction tluit the House vilf extend its ii^hole-heartod 
support to my. motion. . 

4*15 p.m. 

Mr# Lt G« PINNELL* Sir, I regret that the time at mf disposal is 
very short to enable me to reply to this matter, because, iiT so i^r as I 
have been able to follow the instances quoted by the mover of this motion, 
I believe flint not only in general terms but in each individualise I 
could show what action had been taken ; I could show what improvemeitts 
had been effected ; I could show that in some cases people had been 
repeatedly prosecuted and I could, moreover, show that this nfW ^orga- 
nisation which has come into being is in danger of spoiling its prospects 
by making irresponsible complaints which wast(5 the time ot the Factory 
staff instead of accepting the co-operation which the Chief Inspector and 
every member of that staff is only too anxious to give: I could further 
show that on every occasion when a definite complaint has been received, 
even though doubting its responsibility, the Chief Inspector lias gone 
himself or sent one of his officers and on one occasion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Older, order. I am sorry to interrupt Mr. 
Pinnell, but the lime allott€»d to this grant is up. 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

“That the demand of Its. 2,44,000 under the head ‘37. — Miscellaneous 
Departments’ be reduced by Re. I (to draw attention to the indifferent 
attitude of the Chief Inspector of Factories reg:irding the inspection of 
presses in Calcutta).” 

“That the demand, of Rs. 2,44,0{K) under the head ‘37. — Miscellaneous 
Departments’ be redu<‘ed hy Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that a 
number of lead-poisoning ca.ses have not been properly inquiredw^ilio).’’ 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 2,44,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “37. — Miscellaneous Departments,” was then put and 
agreed to. 


41 «Hl 60r-€ivil Works. 

Tho Hon'blo Khtn Bahwlur K. G. M. FAROQUI: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg lo n^ove that a siun 
of Rs. 1,14,36,000 ha granted for expenditure under the heads “41.—^ 
Civil Works” and “CO. — Civil Works not charged to 1 * 6 venue.” 

Sir, the detiuls of the proposed expenditure have been fully explained 
in the budget. Aa^ the time allotted to the subject is short, 1 do not 
propose to encroach on it longer but I would let non-official members 
hlVe an opportunity of expressing tlieir views on the eolijei^ 
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inotioii^as called but not inoved:-^ 

KI^BUlMllir Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: **That the demand of 
Rg. 14, dW under the head *41. — Ci\il workg — Congtruction of quarter! 
for Superintendent of Excise, Rangpur’ be refused.” 


BtllU 8ATYEMDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rg. 3,72,000 under the head “41. — Civil works — Purchase of Nos, 

5 and 6, Government Place’" be refused. 

Mr. President, Sir, my object in tabling this motion is to main 
an economic cut. Is the financial position of the Government of 
Bengal such that they can afford immediately to purchase this property 
from the Government of India out of our revenues P As at present 
informed, I think there is only one important office lo<'ated in that 
building and that is the Calcuta Registration Office. I understand 
there are some other offices which are not connected with the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, If that is so would the Government of Bengal be 
justified in purchasing this property for that particular object at 
such a high price? Why not go U) the open market and purchase 
land and build a new building instead of spending such a huge sum 
on old bricks and rubbish more than a century old. Sir, I also take 
this opportunity of laying my emphatic protest against the demand 
of the Government of India as a seller of pn>perties in ("alcutta. Have 
they the right to ask any price for any blessed old building which 

they might claim as their own? As a private citi*en I would claim 

that all Government buildings in Calcutta which existed before the 
removal of the Capital to Delhi should be regarded as properties o! 
the liooal Government. Sir, in this matter I must ask the Govern- 
mentr^INMifigal to impress upon the Government of India that they 
have iH^'' ripit to the buildings in Calcutta which were acquired or 
built when Riere was no J.ocal Government and that the funds then 
available were derived from the profits of the Dew'any acquired by 
the East Indfa Company. We all know how unsympathetic the 
Government of India is when Bengal is concerned. I think Nos. 5 

6 6, Government Place, were out offices attached to the Government 

House. So when the Government of India gave up the Government 

House why should not the out offices go with it? Bir, if the decision 
of the House is that the Government of India should be paid I would 
urge upon our Government that the payment should he postponed 
and that the building should be utilised for such offices of the Bengal 
Government which are badly in nee<l of acx^ommodation. 

Sir, with ,^ese words I commend my motion to the acceptanof 
of the 
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UGllETARY to OOVERNMEIIT. PURCIC W0RI#RRPART. 
ME NT (Mr* C* P. Hag^t Sir, the member for ^^^&rgalliiti 
eeems to doubt the neceMity and the wisdom of the l^hai^bf these 
premises by the Government of Bengal. Now, Sir, .ymigwlexplain, 
first of all, with regard to hig statement that all rallic gildings in 
Calcutta should belong to the T,ooal Government, ^at TOft building 
was purchased in the year 1906 by the Government of IndH from 
a private party. That purchase was made along with a nnmber of 
other properties, and the intention was to improve and add to the 
accommodation for the staff attached to Government House. ^ This 
building — Nos. 5 and 6 — was not required at that time, and the 
tenant then in possession was allowed to remain. When Government 
'House and other buildings in Calcutta w^ere taken over by the Tiocal 
Government in 1912, these premises were not included in the list of 
Ticeregal Estates, nor were they taken over by the Government of 
Bengal. On the other hand, the tenants who were still in possession 
continued as tenants under the Government of India until the year 
1916. After the Reforms, the Government of Bengal, which had 
taken a lease of the premises, found that it had to pay a rent to the 
Government of India under the arrangement made in connection 
with the Reforms, and the Government of Bengal is still paying rent 
for these premises. Therefore, it does not lie in the mouth of the 
Bengal Government to dispute the right and title of the landlord under 
whom they are holding the premises. Now, Sir, the mover has also 
raised the (luestion of the wisdom of this purchase. I should like to 
point out that these pi^mises are situated in the ver>" centre of €^ern> 
ment Place, North — the wdiole street is practically owned bl^ the 
Government of Bengal. When, last year, the Government of India 
announced that they proposed to dispose of this property, then the 
Government of Bengal did what every prudent would 

do, they endeavoured to purchase this property whJt^t^J|t#||Mited 
in the midst of their own property. The Govemmep^ '^ve 

the I«eoal Government six months to make up its mimlifilEd in these 
circumstanoei the Government of Bengal felt itself rrtSiiliii^tii come 
to an agreement with the owner. The price wsbi ffSiifi^^by mutual 
arrangement, by the Chief Valuer of the Improvem^w^rust. Xo 
this wnnection, I might say that in 1914 when the aale of the^ 
premises was first discussed, the price was fixed then at Rs. 4 lakhs— 
the Chief Valuer puts the price now at Ra. 3,72,000 and both parties 
to the transaction are well satisfied with the terms that have been 
arranged. Now, Sir, I think I might explain to the House that this 
transaction 4bes not stand by itself ; it forms only a very small part of 
an extensive building scheme, to which the Government of Bengal 
have given their approval. This scheme will involve the re-constructioii 
of certain buildings in Calcutta and a re-arrangemlMg^ ^oee. In 
fwrticular I might mention that there is . 
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oon* livid Court Street Government Nortli, 

to the^ Government of Bengal- This btlilding^ is at 
presej|^^occt|ied by various Subordinates amd menial servaniU. It 
^ think, by this House that that site is much too 
^luaSe to be |^t in the occupation of subordinates and it is propoMd, 
as a pai#^ tl^licheme, to pull down that building* and erect on the 
site a modern building with shops on the ground-floor and modern 
office accommodation in the upper storeys. This new building will 
yield a handsome revenue to this province; and this would be possible 
if %se menials and other subordinates are removed to some other 
place. Therefore, in order to secure these objects, these premises 
now under discussion have been acquired and when the building is 
pulled down and replaced by something of a modern type the scheme , 
of re-arrangement will be put into effect to the advantage of tha^ 
Government of Bengal. I might also remind the House that it W " 
extremely difficult to get satisfactory office accommodation in Calcutta. 
The Government of Bengal is already hard pressed to accommodate 
ite various departments and that difficulty is likely to increase in 
the future with the increasing activities of Government in all direc- 
tions. It was, therefore, only wise and prudent for the Government 
of Bengal to take advantage of this opportunity to acquire Nos. 5 
and 6, Government Place, and I trust that this House will approve 
of the action of the Local Government in coming to this agreement , 
with the Central Government. I beg. Sir, on l>ehalf of Government ff 
to oppose the motion. " 

,, »Fhe motion of Babu Satyendra Nath Roy was then, by leave of i- 
ikf "Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

AZIZUL HAQUE: ‘‘That the demand of 
under the head ‘41. — Civil works — Buildings — Construction! 
li||d officers* quarters at Gopalganj* be refused.** 4 

I At the Council was adjourned for prayers and it re- 

a886mfi]e#^4-44 p.m.] 

T4ie Ipl^iriiig motion was called but not moved: — 

Khan iahadur Mairivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 8,000 under the head ‘41, — Civil works — Buildinga-^oss-roadt 
and drain and roadside trees at Alipur Duars* be refused.** 

Mr# NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: I beg to move that the demand 
of Bi. 17,000 under the head “41, — Civil works — Original works— > 
Bnfldings *i( Administration of justice)** for the construction of an 
obctric passe^r lift in the High Court, Calcutta, be reduced by 
R«. 1- ** 
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Sir, I must say at once that I do not want |o depriYe |Pb!^le*nied 
Judges, the Ijegal Remembrancer and the Advocate Geipiid of their 
lift, if they want it. Personally I should have thoii|fht tJ^t the 
majority of the Judges who have no real chambers pro^ierly speaking, 
but have to remain content with what are no better than stalls and 
such stalls as are worse than stalls in good livery stables, I should have 
thought that they would primarily want better chambers. If they prefer 
having a lift, I do not grudge it. What I want to draw the attentictt 
of the House to is that there is no lift in the High Court for the legal 
practitioners or for the litigant public. The Government of Bengal 
make a net profit of Ks. 2,6r>,(K),fK)0 out of the sale of justice, and 
it is really high time that they did look to the interests of the litigants 
and the legal profession. As you know all Judges are judicially 
under 60 years of age; if they were not so, they would not remain 
Judges of the High Court. Moreover they can absent themselves 
from the Court on the slightest provoc;ation. But there are litigants 
and legal practitioners who are really above the age of 60 years, and 
it is certainly more necessary for them to have a lift in the High 
Court than for the Judges. It would not certainly do for them to 
be absent from Court, when their cases are taken up. I would there- 
fore suggest that, in considering the question of lifts, when the 
Public Works Department fit up one for the Judges, they should try 
to provide one or two more tor the litigants and the legal practitioners. 


MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Mobcrly): The proposal for two passenger lifts in the High 
Court was administratively sanctioned in the year 1926-27. It has 
been considered annually since then at the time of allotment of funds 
but no progress could be made. It struck me in the course of the 
current year that I might possibly get these lifts through jf I. took 
one at a time. I started with one this year for the High 
Judges and managed to get it into the budget and I hope with #]|y 
luck^we may he able to get the other one into next year's budget. 
But as long as I fuik for a large sum Government have to look twice at 
it before they sanction it. 

As regards the physical ability of the High Court Judg^, I think. "" 
perhaps members may reiiiemW that they are not always quite fit; 
they do their best to attend their duties, but there has been a very 
recent case in which one of the learned Judges who had a bad heart 
had to stay away from court for some days, and although he ia attend* 
ing the court ^ain now, I understand he is being carried upitaire 
in a ricktty chair. I ask this House whether more indouvenidice ie 
caused to the public if a Judge is incapacitated temporarily or aOme 
of the litigants. If the Judges are incapacitated the litigants n seai 
aarily have their cases postponed which ia certainly ver^^^^P^mvenianL, 
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other remark which has been made that (Govern- 
men#|^ake a very larjre profit out of the administration of justice,, 
it is perfectly true that the sale of court-fee stamps does bring in 
large revenues to Government. But all the receipts go into the 
common stock and if more money is spent on administration of 
justice, there will be less available for other purposes, and therefore 
we have to consider the entire pool together when we frame the 
expenditure side of the budget without Kniking too closely into tho 
sources from which the money originally came. 1 think, for example,, 
we might get a little more money for the police if we were to con- 
sider the rec'eipts from various items which go into the receipt side 
of the budget, but we do not do that. I hope, alter this explanation, 
my friend w’ill withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Mr. Xnrendra Kumar Bnsu was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI Bahadur: Sir, may I have* 
your permission to move this motion as Raj Shnshnnka Kumar Ghosh 
Bahadur, in whose name the motion stands, is absent P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can move it as your own. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANARdI Bahadur: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. l(),(KMt under (he head “41. — Civil work*^ 
— Extension of the Civil Court Buildings at Dacca, inclusive of 
electric installation” l>e reduced by Rs. 10 Go draw attention to tha 
inade(|uacy of the grant. 

Sir, in moving this motion I consider it necessary to state briefly 
the history of the scheme. The existing civil court buildings at Dacca 
were constructed as far back as 1865, i.e., 65 years ago. Since then 
no extension has taken place, except a godown which has been added 
to the Nazarat only a few years ago. The volume of work has now 
so much increased as to necessitate the extension of the civil (Hourt 
buildings. Litigation has also increased in the course of the last 65^ 
years which has resulted in a corresponding increase in the number 
of judicial officers posted at Dacca. In the above circumstances, it 
was found necessary to locate some of the niunsiffs’ courts in two 
rented bouses about a mile away from where the civil and criminal 
courts are situated. I'he present monthly rent of these two build-- 
ings is Rs. 350 plMi the municipal taxes which must be a considerable 
amount. The sum that is now being paid annually will be set free 
if the proposed extension is carried out. I would like to add In thie 
oonliection Hhat a sum of Rs. 1,65,000 has been estimated by Govern^ 
mmi lor this purpose, but in the next year’s budget provision haa 
been ma^lft Rs, 10,000 only. I should draw attention to the laol 
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ihat the said aUotment is too ixiadequate to meet the actual require- 
ments, and if provision is made at this rate, it will take 15} ^ears 
io complete the work. The extension is so very urgent that it cannot 
wait. Any delay in completing the work will result in financial loss 
nnd hardship to the litigant public of Dacca. With these words, I 
commend this motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr* C* P* HOCGs Mr. President, Sir, I gather that the object of 
ihe member from Dacca is io draw the attention of Government to the 
emallness of the allotment made in the coming year for the new civil 
-Ciourts at Dacca. I need hardly say that Government are fully alive 
to the necessity of providing additional accommodation at Dacca, but 
T should like to explain to the House that the Public Works Depart- 
ment can take no steps towards the erection of the building or even 
ihe oolleotion of materials until the grant has been voted by this 
House, and I need hardly remind the House that the manufacture 
of bricks during the rainy season, more particularly in Eastern Bengal, 
is practically impossible. It will take the Department some time 
io arrange for contractors. The contractors will have to arrange for 
ihe manufacture of bricks, they will have to arrange for the purchase 
of iron l)eams and other materials in Calcutta, and normally we 
cannot expect that any progress will be made wdth the actual build- 
ing until the next cold weather. That is a matter of experience and 
iherefore in this budget only that amount which is likely to be spent 
by the Public Works Department, not by the contractors, is entered. 
Next year when materials have been arranged and everything is 
ready a demand will be made for a much larger sum. The member’s 
fear that it will take 15 years to put up the building is quite un- 
founded, As a matter of fact a small sum has been provided 
this year, and probably the rest of the money will be provided in 
ihe budget in the following year. I therefore oppose the motion. 

^Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARUI Bahadur: With regard to 
bm bwm said by Mr. Hogg I would like to make a few remarks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid you cannot do that now. You 
liave no right of reply. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Babtt SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move that the demand 
4)f Us, 1,50,000 under the head **41. — Civil works — Construetion of 
Imrracks for South District TraflBo Police at Porabaaar*’ be reluaed. 

Sir, this demand which comes under the, heading of **Civil wofics” 
is really a Police grant. The total cost of the building lor the oon- 
atruotion of barracks for South District Traffic Police «t Porsbuar^ 
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BhlWv^ftnipiiry is Rs. 2,06, 1S2, out of which it is stated that about 
Rs. 16,000 has been or is being spent within the pweent o^cial year, 
Rs. 1,30,000 to be spent within the next official year and the balance 
the year after. 

Sir, while we are not getting funds for malaria, kala-aiar, and 
other most ||rgent needs of this countr>% we are asked to spend a 
fortune upon Police barracks for only a section of the Presidency 
Police. 

Sir, we are every year spending lakhs and lakhs for building 
palatial residences for sergeants, married officers’ quarters and so 
forth: we are^sorrv' to find that the Police have got the ears not only 
of the Executive Councillors but of the Minister in charge of Public 
Works. While the prf)viHion for barracks for only a sei^tion of the 
Town Police is over 2 lakhs, the provision for building grants to nou- 
Govemment set'ondary schools numbering about 1,000 over the whole 
of Bengal is an equal amount. The Police, which is a reservetl 
department, are getting money not only through the open door but 
also through the side doors — I mean through the transferred depart- 
ments. I ask the meinl>er8 of this House seriously to consider 
whether this policy of spending lakhs and lakhs every year upon 
police buildings should not be stopped for some time. Sir, the Com- 
missioner of Police in Calcutta is a fortunate officer; not so the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate, for had he been so, he and his subor- 
dinate Magistrates would not have Wn removed from their own 
Court building at f^albazar and housed in a building built before the 
battle of Plassey and condemned by the Public Works Department 
about 25 years ago, I mean the present Police Couit Building at 
Bankshall Street. 


5 p.m. 

Mfi C. P. HOGG: Sir, this matter need not detain the House long, 
This work is already in progress. It was sanctioned hy the^rt^ 
decessors of this Council last ycat and I would submit, Sir, that 
for the most grave reasons should this Council undo the work 1»r 
cancel the grant which was made by its predecessors. In regard to 
the merits of the ease I have really nothing to say. The member 
for the 24-Parganas has complained that while money is available 
for this purpose adequate funds are not provided for others. I need 
only say that this House sanctioned the construction of this building 
last year and I would ask this Council to confirm that decision. I 
oppose the motion. 

The motion of Babu Satyendra Nath Roy was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRBtlOENTi I propose to have one discussion on Nos. 4M 
to 489. 
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The following motion was called bnt not moved: — 

Khin Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HOQUE: ^'That the demand of 
Be. 25,000 under the head ‘41. — Civil works — Construction of combined 
Publ ic Works Department Subdivisional Officer’s quarters and office at 
Malda’ be refused.” 

Maulvi BYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; I beg to move that 
the demand of Bs. 50,500 under the head “41 A. — Civil works (Trans- 
ferred) — Communications'’ be reduced by Re. 1 ^to discuss the policy 
on the matter of communications, particularly from Khulna to 
Satkhiru) 

Sir, the object of this token cut is to discuss the policy in the 
matter of communication particularly from Khulna to Satkhira. Sir, 
the most disadvantageous geographical position of my district — I 
mean Khulna district — is very well-known to the students of geo- 
graphy. It is, however, added to for want of proper or no communica- 
tion at all. You wdil be surprised to Icam that in the entire district 
of Khulna which is, I believe, one of the biggest districts in Bengal, 
there are altogether •’ll miles of railway — the line extending from 
Fultolla to Khulna 11 miles and irom Bupsa to Bagerhat 20 miles 
and in Satkhiru there is no railway line at all. In reply to one of 
my ([ueHtions the Hon’ble Member in charge of that particular depart- 
ment gave me a very vague and indefinite reply regarding this. 
Schemes after schemes had l)eeii made to extend the railway from 
Calcutta to Khulna direct thiough Satkhira and I am sure huge sums 
have been spent for that purpose but within these 20 years no such 
scheme has l>een worked out. There is one district board road from 
Khulna to Sutkhirn. The popular Chairman of our district board 
Bai Buhudui J. N. Ghose travelled all through the district with the 
memliers of the Hoad Development Enquiry Committee and they 
recommended and the Chief Engineer agreed that the Khulna- 
Sat khira Road should be metalled. I got the assurance of the Chief 
Engineer that that road will be metalled by the Road Development 
Committee, but to ttiy surprise the other day in the House I learnt 
that this Board has not retommehded that the road in question should 
be metalled under the scheme. As regards the policy regarding the 
communications I think that where there is an apprehension of 
danger or where there is any military necessity Government do not 
herniate a moment to spend crores of rupees. Sir. I do not want to 
be irrelevant but I am sure if there is military necessity Government 
can make roads through bills and mountains by blowing up huge 
atones by dynamite and extend the road up to Kabul; but when the 
people of a certain diMrict make representations to Government to 
metal a certain road which is largely and conveniently uaed by the 
people at large Government do not care a fig for it. Sir, I ^onld 
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like lo draw the attention of the House that my subdiyision of Satkhira 
ia very important and everj^body in this House knows that Khulna 
is a jute and rice-producing district but at the same time my district 
is rather backward regarding* political movement and I am afraid 
it is only for this reason that Government have not seen their way 
to improve the communications in this district. My friend Maulvi 
Shamsuddim Ahmed will War witness to the miserable condition of 
the road wh?n he had to travel from Tangia village which is my 
village past Satkhira to Talla. He had to travel 14 miles and he will 
be able to say in how many hours he did it. Repeated representa- 
tions from the district board were made to the Government but no 
arrangement has yet Wen made to improve the road. I would only 
add that Government should at this juncture give particular atten- 
tion to its roads. As regards the Road Development Committee, as 
far as I have been able to uiulei-stand, it is there to make arrange- 
ments for sales of British motor cars and buses and other vehicles 
which are usually imported to India. If i«ally the convenience and 
comfort so far as the road is concerned is to W looked after, I am 
sure my subdivision would get the fij*8t preference. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: *That the demand of 
Rs. HO, 13,000 under the head ‘41. — C’ivU works (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred)’ W refused,” 

Rai 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI Bahaduri ] move that 
the demand of R.s 85.l3,tMM) under the head “41. — (Mvil works” be 
reduced by Rs. r),(K),()00. 

My object in moving this cut is not to grudge these persons or the 
bodies for whom these nionies are Wing st>ent. I do not know on 
what principle tlie .selections are made as ti» whether a certain demand 
is of a very- pressing character or a certain work requires immediate 
attention. My moving this motion, I should like to draw* the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister to certain pressing demands of my district 
of Hooghly. The first thing is a house for the Hooghly Collegiate 
School. Commis.sioner after Commissioner, District Magistrate after 
District Magistrate, Director after Director — not to speak of the Head 
Master of the s<‘hool or the Iusi>ecior of Schools — has rer:ommeuded 
the building of a house for the Collegiate School, but unfortunately 
no step has yet been taken towards its fruition. 

The second thing to which I would like to draw attention is the 
Imambara Hospital. It is one of the best hospitals in the Presidency 
ol Bengal, hut unfortunately it has got no outdoor ward. The atten- 
tion of th« Government has been drawn to this regrettable affair, but 
to no effect. I hope and trust that the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
Hie Portfolio will look after that in the coming year. 
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The last thing to which 1 would draw attention of the Hon’ble 
Memberdn-charge k about the record-room for the Civil Court of 
Hooghly. It is well known that civil courts are the best paying de* 
partments of Goveinuient and it is in the record-roonii where most 
precious docmments, records, etc., are kept. And what is the condition 
of the record-room of the Hooghly Civil Court? The less said about it 
the better. It is in a hopelessly delapidated condition as it was built 
100 years ago and it is in this place that the records are J^t whether 
for preservation or for destruction I do not know. The District Judge 
is the custodian of the documents. These documents, as I have 
already said, arc kept in a house which was built for a godown. 1 
hope that a new record -room should be built. With these words I 
resume my seat. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAH: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 86,13,000 under the head *‘41. — Civil works” be reduced by 
Es. 1,000 (to draw attention to the necessity of provincialising the 
Faridpur-J essore-Khulna-Calcutta Road). 

My object is to draw the attention to the fact that the important 
road which passes through the districts of Faridpur, Jessore and 
Khulna up to Calcutta has not yet been provincialized. The name of 
the road which is called the Jessore Road in the district of Faridpur 
shows that it is a provincial road. It is very difficult for the various 
district boards, through whose areas it passes to maintain the road in 
their respective jurisdictions. If the purpose of the Government is to 
provincialize the important inter-district roads I do not know why there 
should be discrimination regarding some. I think the Hon’ble Minister- 
in-charge will explain why this road has not been provincialized. 

6-16 p.m. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 86»1 3*000 under the head *41. — Civil works’ be reduced by Re. 1. 
(Improvement of the Grand Trunk Road within the municipal limita 
of Howrah).” 

Mr. C. P. HOGG I The members from Faridpur and Khulna have 
raised the question of distiiet board roads within their respective dis- 
tariots. My first point is that these district board roads are under the 
control of the local authorities and I would submit that any propoiti 
that iht} should be taken over as provincial roads should emanate first 
from the district lK>ard6 concerned. The second point 1 should like to 
make is that the principle hitherto accepted by the Govm’nment of 
Behgal is that these local needs must be met' from local reeources and 
that if any local authority requires assistance in carrying out theoe 
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Foxkb^en the proper procedure is by way of a loan and not by way 
i a smbTeution Irotti the public fund. The final argument that 1 will 
dvaneo is, I submit, fatal to these demands. These roads, as I havo 
aid, are of a purely local and particular interest. I am convinced 
hat there are many members in this House from other districts of 
he province who can put forward equally strong claims on behalf of 
oads in their own districts. Therefore I submit it would be wrong 
■ 

[At this stage the lime-limit under the head “41 and 60. — Civil 
^orks^ having been reached, the member resumed his seat.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Befoie I put these motions I should like ter 
lay one word about the debate over these matters. I may tell Rai 
^atish Chandra Mukharji Bahadur that he was not right when he 
ventilated certain grievances, as bis motion was for a substantial ec’ono- 
uic cut. His remarks would have been apposite and in order on a 
^oken cut. This ruling from me might perhaps be of help <o the 
Council in future, particularly to new members. 

The following motions were put and lost; — 

“That the demand of Rs, 50,500 under the heed ‘41A. — Civil work» 
(Transferred) — Communications* lye reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the 
policy on the matter of communications, porticulaiily from Khulna to* 
Satkhira).“ 

“That the demand of Rs. H5.Rb(KK) under the head ‘41. — Civil 
works’ l»e reduced Rs. 5,00,000.“ 

The following motion wtis, by leave of <he Council, withdrawn:— - 

“That the demand of Rs, 85,13,000 under the head ‘41. — Civil 
works* be mluced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the necessity of 
provincialising the Farid pur-Jessore-Khulna-Calcutta Road),** 

The motion that a f*um of Rs. 1,14,36,000 be granted for expend!-^ 
ture under the heads “41.— Civil Works’* and “60.— Civil works not 
charged to revenue*’ was then put and agreed to. 


43r— PamiiM Rtlitf* 


Tlw Hon'Me Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of 1(1. 
dlency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs, 60,000 b. 
ted for expenditure under the bead “43. — ^Famine Relief.” 


KhMi RMmliir Mauhri AZIZUL HAQUIt I beg to move that thr 
demand of Rs. 60,000 under the head “43.— Famine relief” be redSkied' 
by He. 1 (to dmw attention to the necessity of an erndy reviaion of fhr 
^mine Code)'. ' 
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It waji on the 20th February, 1928, that I drew tbe attention of the 
JBouae to the neceaeity of reTising the Famine Code in Bengal. I 
nm not aware what steps have been taken in this matter but so far 
as I know it is exactly in the same position in which it was in that 
year. 

Sir, any one who has experience in managing test work will bear 
me out that it is veiy much difficult for the district boards to operate 
the Famine Code in connection with test work. District Magistrates 
.and Divisional Commissioners themselves feel this difficulty in giving 
effect to the rules which have been framed under this Famine Code. 
I might at once tell the House that the Famine Code was prepared 
as a result of fumine.H which occurred in other provinces and as a result 
of experience in provinces otlier than Bengal. I was reading a report 
the other day and I find that the last Famine Commission reported on 
ail eiKiuiry from Berar, Madras, Bombay, Delhi and the Punjab. Now, 
Sir, any one who is acquainted with the economic conditions of Bengal 
will at once say that the economic condition of Bengal is entirely 
/different from that of the Punjab or other provinces. In Bengal the 
habits and living of people are entirely different from that of the up- 
country men and women. Their foods are different, their dress is 
different. AVhilo it is quite possilde at a time of distress in the United 
Provinces or higher up, to live purely on wheat, tasted with pepper, 
the Bengalis are of such a nature that it is not suitable for them, with 
the result that the scale of wages wdiich is fixed by the Famine Code 
is entirely unsuitable to meet the conditions in Bengal. 

May I draw the attention of the House to the fact that (^uite apart 
fitmi the fact that the scale of wages originally fixed by the Famine 
Uode was in consonance with the requirements of other provinces, the 
Bengal Famine Code really departed from that rate and decreased the 
rate of wages recommended even by the Famine Commission. I say, 
Sir, there is no reason why this rate should have been lowered in the 
case of Bengal. If an enquiiT be made, I am bold enough to say 
that the number of distresses which have occurred during the last 
few yeni's, whether in Bankuni or in Birbhum, or whether in Nadia, 
Dinajpur or Murshidabad, whether there have been test works, this 
Fapiiue (3ode has had to be always disregarded as far as possible. I 
know, Sir, that Divisional Commissionei^ usually give permission to 
^iitegard the pjo visions of the Famine Code but certainly it is at times 
% difficult task to get this permission, or disregard the other prorijl||li 
of the Famine Code: it takes a certain amount of time; therefore i 
mj that it is muph better that if the Act cannot be followed in practice 
it ^qst be reviled. 

Then there are difficulties as regards the rate of wages, the relative 
ii^sponsibility of District officers, the District Boards and also of the 
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hvwtment The District Boards have an early reaponsibility in this 
latter and, under the iniles, they are to be re-imbursed for any expen* 
iture tliey make to amelioiate distress and to start test work, but 
ften-^it so happens — they receive payment at a stage much later 
[> the period when the expenditure was incurred. It is perfei^Uy well 
nown that District Boards have only limited funds and if they have 
ot to spend money for the purpose of relieving distress and famines, 
hey ought to be reimbui-sed but unfortunately the rules are of such 
n elastic character that the District Boards are not unoften penalised 
n that they do not get the full payment. I know at least of one 
nstance when in spite of the recommendations of the District officer 
nd the Divisional Commissioner one District Board did not get the 
ull amount they bad spent for meeting distress. And 
^hat was the result? In the absence of an early reiinbursement 
he result will be that District Boards will not be able to 
ake up necessary projects with expedition. The present 
ule is that Government may reimburse District Boards to such an 
xtent as may be thought proper in consideration of the finances of 
he Boards and of the usefulness of the work to the Boaida. There 
ire HO may clauses which clog this reimbursement that it is high time 
hat the District Boards must l>e definitely told that they would get 
rhat they actually spend. I may tell you, iSir, that it a matter of 
uactical experience l>ecau8e we administered the Code in the district. 
it a time of famine it is very much difficult for the district ofticer or 
he District Boards to keep their heads cool and that amount of 
(rutiny and examination is not always possible, which one can, indulge 
11 from the ( hair in (’alcutta. Gf course care must he taken to see 
hat money is not wrongly s^ient hut care must also be taken to see 
hat the money the District Boards actually spend in test and relief 
cork returns to them early so that they < an spend it on other important 
iml urgent schemes. The present rule was alright when there was 
►fficial regime in the District Boards, when the whole policy of the 
district Boards was dictated by officials. But now a non-official agency 
las come into the District Boards and its whole outlook has changed. 
These are some of the reasons why the Famine Code should be revised 
it an early date. 

I am not suggesting that the wages should be so liberal as to sti^d 
in the way of effective relief. I quite admit that Government «bould^ 
in the long run see that famines are not too hastily declared. But aid-^ 
that point I submit that the present rate is so low that it 
[^aiinoi possibly he very effective in removing distress. There is 
another difficulty with regard to wages. Under the Famine Code M ^ 
wages is 45 »teiinined by the prices; you give an e<tttival«iit sum^of 
16 chittalcs or 12 ehittakt of rice as the case may be. You have m^e 
a diffetence between a man and a woman ; TWs dionld be dnhe afrljf 
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with and a uniform scale of wages slionld be introduced. 1 understand 
a wages census takes place in Bengal every 5 years and it is quite 
possible for Government with the amount of statistics in their posses* 
sion to easily arrive at a figure which may be fixed as the average scale 
for a particular district. Otherwise difficulties might come in. When 
a distress occurs in a district the District Board pays wages according 
to a rate which is approved of by the District Magistrate and the 
Divisional Commissioner, regardless of whether it is sufficient or not. 
From this point of view I consider that it is absolutely essential that 
wages should not be on a ration basis but on a cash basis and it is 
quite possible for Government to do so. , 

There is another matter and that is the relative responsibility of 
Government and of District Boards in the matter of early start of 
relief work. It is my painful experience that unless District Boards 
start test work it is very difficult to do so at all under the present 
Famine Code. In certain districts the district officer, the Divisional 
Commissioner and the District Board do not agree as to the exact point 
of time when test work should }>e started. I think, Sir, if you want 
to do good to the people diversity of opinion in such important matters 
should l>e reduced to the minimum as much as possible and it is very 
desirable that there should l)e no difference of opinion on this point. 
Each and eveiy one of these bodies might be permitted under certam 
rules to take up this work and not to depend upon too many outside 
agencies. 

f)-30 p.ni. 

Now, so fur as iny district is concerned I may definitely inform 
this House that we were not able to follow any of the provisions of the 
Famine Code. 

There is one other matter to which I wish to refer, vi*.^ the infor- 
mation which is furnished to Government to keep Government inform- 
ed on famine matters. It seems to me, Sir, that the information given 
by the S,ub-Diviaional tifficer and the District Magistrate is at present 
not of a satisfactory character, and I think it is time, in view of the 
fact' that Government has got the Co-operative Department, the 
Industries Department, and the Agriculture Department, which are 
directly cqncerned with the welfare and economic condition of the 
people, ihat a certain amount of Tesponsibility should also be thrown 
upon them with a view to finding out whether there is actual distress in 
U. particular area or not * 

Sir, I shall ^ take up the time of the House any more, but con- 
clude by saying ^at the time has come when, in view of the fact that 
we are suppoeed to be getting provincial .antonomy, we slteuld get 
^uioAoniy in some departments at leasts, and to that end we 
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should »tart with the work of revising this antediluvian 
Code, which was framed on the basis of circumstances prevailing in 
other provinces. 

Tlw Hon’bto Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, Govern- 
ment will be always pleased to consider any definite, constructive, and 
helpful suggestions for improvement in the working of the provisions of 
the Famine Code, which may be brought to its notice. But I am 
afraid it is rather difficult to (consider a subject of this importance 
and magnitude on a motion for a token cut in the budget. The 
object, so far as I am aware, of a token cut in the budget is to draw 
the attention of Government to a particular issue. That is a well- 
understood constitutional aspect of a token cut. So far as that aspeit 
is cchcerned, I am willing to tell the honourable mover and other 
members that if any helpful and constructive suggestions ai-e put for- 
ward, Government will welcome them. There is one asjieft of the 
question which may require exainiiiatiou. As the Khan Bahadur has 
informed the House, at the time when the Famine Code was prepiirwl 
District Boards had official chairmen, and the Khan Bahadur pointed 
out certain lifficulties from the point of view of these District Boards 
as at pi'esenl constituted. Well, in referring to those difficulties he 
was perhaps i^eferring to difficulties fmm the point of view of non- 
officials, but we too in the Goveniment have sometimes felt some 
difficulty in rtnnection with the working of the Famine Ccnle with 
regarrl to District Boaids now that these Boards are under non-official 
chairmen. Therefore, that aspect of the question may perhaps require 
examination. But it may not be wise to tiy^ to make any great changes 
in the Famine Cf>de as it must l)e remembered that the Code is the 
result of very large experience not only in this province but in other 
provinces as well, where, unfortunately, famines and scarcities are more 
frequent than in our province. I do not know if many members of 
this House — at any rate many of the newer members of this House- 
are aware that famine and action under the Famine Code are of com- 
paratively rare occuirence in our province. Since the repartition of th^ 
province in 1912 famine was declared in Bengal only twice, and on both 
the occasions in one particular district, vix., the district of Bankura. 
Well, there may have been distress in other parts of the province but 
not famine as contemplated by the Famine Code; there have been 
distress caused by such ralamities as cyclones in some of the East 
Bengal districts. There have also been fioods in North Bengal, and# 
recently there have unfortunately been fiooda in the district of Tippeiu. 
We also know that a few months back there was some distress in the 
district of Mi4xiapore caused by fioods, and only recently Babu Satish 
Chandra Bay Chandhnri drew the attention of members of this 
to some distress im the distrfftt of Mymensingh. But comparedi ^srith 
famines and scarcities in other provinces Bengal has been far mors 
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forittnaie. Sir, the argument ^ the Khan Bahadur cuts both ways. 
The Khfik Bahadur apparent]^ desires an inquiry; he apparently 
wanli t a l*#^iioh of the Famine Code. Perhaps, it would be far more 
helpful, connected as he Ip with an important district board, if he 
would formulate ceiiain definite suggestions as to how in that parti- 
cular district board the Famine Code, as it obtains at the present 
moment, has worked satisfactorily or otherwise and how in the light 
of this experience of his board it could be in^proved. But his is not 
the only district where there has been scarcity in recent times. In 
other districts also there has been scarcity even last year, and the 
.experience of the different districts has not been the same. The Khan 
Bahadur mentioned that in the case of one of the districts a portion 
of the money which the district ^ard had to spend had to be met out 
of their own funds. I may tell the House that, perhaps, ii every 
district barring one — and in that district the Khan Bahadur is 
particularly interested — I am speaking fiom memory as I had no 
notice of this particular point — practically the whole expenditure was 
borne by Government. 

Klian Blhftdlir Matilvi AZIZUL HAQUE: That is not the case. 
We started famine work and got no money. 

Thf Hon'blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: T think his 
district also got a fair amount of money but not the whole of the 
amount spent as some of the other distric ts did, but there was reason 
for differentiation between district and district, for instance between 
Khan Bahadur's district and districts like Bankura or Murshidabad. 
One reason was that as a result of the recent ceM i*evaluation his dis- 
trict was in a better position to bear more than some of the other dis- 
tricts. For example, so far as I remember the district of Murshidabad 
was in a pe(‘uliarly diffi<ult position, and Government treated that dis- 
trict ps also perhaps the district of Bankura and certain other districts 
in North BfiPgul as generously as it was possible and perhaps more 
jgenerously than the Khan Bahadur's district. The Khan Bahadur also 
admitted that District Officer and Divisional Commissioners, in spite 
ol the Famine Code, did not hesitate to deviate when o(%^asion aroee — 

Khan BahiiMr MauHri AZIZUL HAQUE: This takes a lot of time. 

mi HbtPMa Mr PROVAtH CHUNOIR MITTIR: Well, human 
institutions liave their own limitationf and impi|||(etieflis. Even if 
we were ^ change Che Famine Code, it would time in actual 
operation of the working of the chany^ Code,^i^'%Kerefore, Sir, my 
general attitude towards this. question^ is that while Government will 
be quite veiling to examine helpful sipEtestions, it will not be poeeiUe 
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to d«al «ffettively and fully*^ith these suggestions in connexion with a 
budget out, the object of which is ifterely to draw the attention of 
GoTernment. 

Now, as some amount of criticism ha^ been laid af ^ of 
Government as regards the working of the Famine Code, I may give 
a very short resume of what we aim at under that Code. The first 
and foremost object of the Famine Code is preservation of human life. 
That is considered to be essential, and every possible step is taken to 
preserve human life. Now, Sir, once human life is saved, other im- 
portant considerations arise and one such important consideration is 
the money of the taxpayer. Another important consideiation is that 
provision for work should be made for all those who are able to work* 
For this purpose test relief w’orks are started, and then if nec^essary 
relief works on larger scales are started. For those who are unable for 
social or other causes to do such work, other suitable form of work, 
is provided. 

[At this stage the time-limit under the head “4(1. — Famine Relief” 
was reached.] 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEs Sir, as the Hon ble 

Member has promised to consider the matter, I beg leave of the House 
to withdraw tlie motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 50.000 he granted for expenditure 
under the head “4^1. — Famine relief” was then put and agreed to. 

" The time-limit having been reached the following motions under the 
bead '‘4d. — Famine relief” were not cnmsidered : — 

Mauivi SHAMttlODIN AHMED; “That the deinnnd of Us. 50,000 
under the bead ‘40.— Famine relief’ be reduced by Re. 1. (Aj>athy of 
Government and the insufficiency of grant and the policy).” 

MaiHvi ABHRAFUOOIN CHAUDHURI; “That the demand of 
Rs. 50, (KK) under the head ‘40. — Famine relief (Reserved)* Im reduced 
by Re, 1. (Brahinanbaria famine).’* 

45.— Superannuation and 45Ar— Conuiratation of ponolono Bnonood ffoni 
ordinary rovanua. 

MEMBER in oharge of FINANCE DEFARTMENT {the HoiFh|o 

Mr* A* Morr)|^ Sir, on the recoin inendaiion of His Excelleaey ^ 
Governor, I move that a sum of Rs, 59,17,000 be grnxied for 

expenditure* ^**'*** — Superannuation” and ”45A. — 

Commutation or^linsions financed from ordinaiy revenue.** 

The motion was put and, agreed to. 



eu 


DEMANDS FOB OBANT8. 


[ 28 ih Habgh 


Mi— ttatiMMry and iNliitinfi 

TIm HiMnU* Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a gam of Be. 24,24,000 
be gianted for expenditure under the head **46. — Stationery and 
printing." 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Millivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: **That the demand of Rs. 31,000 
under the head *46A. — Stationery and printing — Bengal Government 
Press — Pay of officers* be reduced by Be. 1 (to discuss the attitude 
of the Deputy Superintendents towards the employees).** 

Maul¥i SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, there are other 
motions also in my name. I want to withdraw them all. I would 
ask you, however, kindly to allow me, to make a short statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it is permissible for you to do 
that. The question of withdrawal only arises when a motion has been 
moved. So, I should like to know whether you intend to move motion 
No. 497 wlii< li stands in your name. 

Mauivi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I do not want to move 
it. 

The following motion was, therefore, not moved: — 

MaiHvi SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: * That the demand of 
Rs. 31,000 under the head ‘46A, — Stationery and printing — Bengal 
Government Press — Pay of officers’ he retluced by Re. 1 (to discuss the 
attitude of the Deputy Superintendents towards the employees).*’ 

The following motion w^as called hut not moved: — 

Rai Bahadiir SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: <That the 
demand of Bs. J,62,914 under the head ‘46. — Stationery and printing — 
Pay of establishment* l)e reduced by Rs. 86,453.” 

Khan Bahadur Maulwi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under the head *‘46A. — Government 
Presses — Bengal Goveniraenf Press** be reduced by Rs. 100, I will 
not take up much time of the House. My object is to draw the atten- 
tion of the House to the present state of affairs of prices of Government 
publications. I want to criticise tie want of any definite policy in 
regulating the price of Government reports and puUications, and to 
urge that they should be available to the public at cheap prices and 
that they should be distributed free to members of tbe Legislative 
Council. 
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Sir, tile present state of affairs is this. The Finance Department 
issued a circulai- that the prices of publications should be ^ed on a 
commercial basis, leaving it open to departments of Government to 
ask the Finance Deportment to reduce the price of any publication, in 
case that department finds it necessary to do so. Unfortunately, Sir, 
the result has been that each department has accepted the first part of 
the circular and disregards the second part. The result is that Govern* 
mmit publications are so highly priced that many people cannot afford 
to purchase them, even if they wished to do so. 


5-46 p.m. 

I am giving tw'o examples : one is the report of the Agricultural 
Department and the other is that of the Irrigation Department. In the 
year 1905-06 the price of the report of the Agricultural Department was 
annas eight; in the year 1911-12 it was annas seven, but in the year 
1920-21 it was raised to Ra. 24. There is a pn>gi'easive increase in the 
price of this report as we are progressing towards responsible Ooveni- , 
ment. In the year 1922-23 the price of the report was Rs. 3, in 1923-24 
it was Rs. 3-8, in 1924-25 it was Rs. 5-1, in 1925-26 it was raised to 
Rs. 6-2, in the year 1927-28 it was raiscwl to Rs. 6-10, and in the year 
1928-29 the price of the report was further raised to Ra. 7-8. This shows 
that the progressive realisation of high prices is getting on exactly in 
the same manner as the progressive realisation of responsible Govern- 
ment. 

Next I come to the Irrigation Department. The report of this 
department is very im|>ortant in view of the fact that every one is 
interested at the present moment in perusing the policy which is being 
followed in that department. In the year 1920-21 the price of this 
report was Rs. 2, from 1921 to 1923 it was also Rs. 2, hut in the year 
1923-24 the pric^ wae raised to Rs. 9-12; in 1924-25 it was Rs. 12, while 
in the year 1925-26 it was at once raised to Rs. 33 — rather a big jump; 
in the year 1926-27 the price of the report was Rs. 214, and in the year 
1927-28 the price was Rs. 254, I am not sure what the price of the 
report is this year. I assume it is Rs. 37. As we are now criticising 
the policy of the Irrigation Department, it is very necessary that the 
price of the report should be considerably lowered in order to ensure 
that ike activities of the department may, be known to the public. 
But certainly the figure of Rs. 37 is really very high. This is a 
matter in which the Parliament of England devoted a certain amount 
of time and several committees were appointed in this connection; the 
Parliament adopted the principle, which is certainly not on a 
coaunercial basis, in fixing the price of Government reports, that the 
adfliiiiistration of Government should be known to the people and the 
imUic should have an opportunity of getting these things. It is true 
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^at the mambers of tha Lfl|^slative Council at present get a red slip 
from the Secretariat in whlUii tbey are asked to put their signature and 
give a cross mark against the publications they want. The slip then 
goes to the Secretariat from whence it goes to the Book l)ep6t, and then 
the copies are supplied to the members. H do not understand the 
necessity of this slip. We have a right to get the publications as a 
matter of right. We are here to work the administration and so we 
iipi^ht to get these free in order to know the activities of Government. 

^^Tie red slip system should lie dispense# with. The members of the 
Legislative Council should be requested to intimate as to which of the 
Government publications they want, so that they may be sent at once 
to them. 

So far as the other thing is concerned, I think it is time |^at instead 
of leaving it to the discretion of the different departments individually 
as to what should l>e the price of the administration reports, Govefttmant 
should finally decide about it. The reports of the Co-operative, 
Agriculture and Irrigation Departments are matters which vitally 
concern the public and require publicity. I will give one example to 
•how that large numbers of copies are sold if the price is cheap. The 
Dacca University Commission Repori was priced at annas four, and in 
three or four days all the copies were sold. I think that would he a 
better system than the present one under which less number of copies 
are scdd on account of the high price. From this point of view I am 
to draw the attention of the House to this matter, and I say that not 
mei*ely in these departments but in all other departments 
Government the price of their publications are so high that it is not 
possible for the general public to puichase them. I have compiled a 
list of about two hundred such publications to show this. I hope a 
statement will be made by the Hon’ble Meml>er-in-f*harge as to what 
Government intends to do so far as the supply of copies of Government 
publication.s to the members of this House is concerned, and also whether 
the Goveinment are willing to make the rates acceptable to the public. 

Rii KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI Bihadur: Sir, I beg to support 
the motion moved by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azixul Hoque. I would only 
like to draw the attention of the House to one thing, and that is that 
not only the members of the I.iegislative Council, but also the recognised 
public associations and important public libraries should be supplied 
free with Government publications. I hope the Hon'ble Member will 
kindly accept the suggestion. 

Mr* Ac OAMELLSs To take the first part of the motion first — the 
price of Governmelit reports — it is true, as the Khan Bahadur has said, 
that the price of each publication is regulated gcoording to a costing 
system that was introduced some years ago, and the Superintendent of 
the Press fixes the cost of printing it on that basis. It inclu^ tho 
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actuid cost ol luction jrfns 50 per cent, on eccovnt of Book DepAt 
and o&er ink^xvivu^l charges. At that tilne it was also attanged that 
if any department of Government considered it desirable that the sale 
price of any of its publications should be fixed below the coat price ao 
calculated, that department would refer the matter to the Finance 
Department stating the reasons for asking that n lower price should be 
fixed. Possibly all departments have not taken equal advantage of this, 
opportunity, and what Government propose to do is to draw the attention 
of the departments to the debate in this H(»use, and also to the circ»u]gr 
issued at that time so that they may take steps to secure a lower 
for such publications as they wish to give publicity to. 

'i 

Regarding the other point about the supply of copies of reports free 
to the niembers of the Legislative Council, the system that exists at 
present was introduced as a result of the debate in this House in 1921, 
and apparently with the agreement of the House. This pink slip 
system was introduced, partly to save the members from getting 
unnecessary copies of publications which they did not want to |M>ssess 
and partly for the purpose of economy. The arrangement was that a 
member on receiving a monthly list of publications issued by*^ 
Government was to put a mark against the publications which he desired j 
to have and then send it to the Rook Depot. Certain publications of 
the principal departments are supplied to the meml>ers of the House,. 
They consist of the annual reports of the departments of Police, fTails",, 

* Agriculture and Industries, and Co-operative Societies. But if tlie 
’ members of the House wish a modification of the method, Govern me||^i . 
will be prepared to issue publications to those meinliers who desire ]ko 
have their names on a standing list, so that, if any meml>er desires, the 
departmental annual reimrts may be sent to him as a matter of course. 

A list will l>e prepared, if members w'ill send in their names stating^^^ 
which of the annual reports they want. That list wdll Im* maintained 
and those publications will be supplied to the inemWrs as they are 
published. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aeizul Ha((ue was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUOHURI and Maiilvi SYIO dALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY: **That the demond of Re. 7,84,700 under the head 
*46A. — Stationeiy and printing — Bengal Government Press* be reduced 
by Be. 1 (to discuss the behaviour and attitude of the supervisors 
towards the piece employees, being members of the Registered Press 
Employees* Association).’* 


Mr. K. e. RAY CHAUOHURI and Maulvi SYCD dALALUOOIN 
HA8HEMY: ''That the demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under head 
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*46A. — Stationery and printing — Bengal Ooven^ment Press* be reduced 
by Be. 1 (tjf discuss the grievuices of the labourers in the Press.)** 

Mauivi SYED dALALUDDIN HAtHEMY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under head “46A. — Stationery and printing, 
Bengal Government Press** be reduced by Be. 1 (tcT'^draw attention to 
the fact that Indians are not allowed to work in the Confidential 
Section). 

Sir, the very word ‘^confidential" is disgusting, humiliating and 
disgraceful. I will give certain facts and figurefr to show how and why 
this Confidential Section was created even in the press. By way of 
this mc^ion, Sir, I should like to ventilate the grievances of the Hindu 
and Muhammadan communities that they have no assistants of theirs 
in the Confidential Section of the Bengal Government Press. I shall 
state, briefly, before this House how these two communities are shut out 
from the Confidential Section. The piece system was first introduced 
in the Bengal Government Press in 1878. The rate allowed was the 
same in the confidential as well as in the general sections. There was 
no bar to the Hindus and Muhammadans for working in the Confidential 
Section. But, Sir, the preferential treatment began in 1911?. 'The 
reason is not far to seek. In 1912, a general increment of 50 ^cr cent, 
was allowed to the workers of the Confidential Section, and from that 
date the Hindus and Muhammadans are completely ignored in the 
matter of appointment in that section. At the general revision in the 
year 1920, the general sections obtained 40 per cent, while the workers 
in the Confidential Section got 90 per cent, increment. Now, Sir, 
why? Why this sort of preferential treatment? Are the Hindus and 
Muhammadans not fit for the work carried out in that section? Were 
%hey not working till 1912 honestly and satisfactorily? I hope the 
ffon’ble Member will please satisfy this House as to the reasons for 
ignoring the claims of efficient workers. It is a fact that the Hindus 
and the Muhammadans are allowed in the most secret section of the 
Government, via.,:, that of the Criminal Investigation Department, and 
it is an insult for them not to have any access to the Confidential 
Section of the Bengal Government Press. It is grievance and a first one 
for the workers, which should be removed by the Government, and I 
hope this House will support me in the cause of a poor but honest 
section of employees. 

Sir, may I have your permission to make a statement on the rmnauK 
ing motions up to No. 515 that stand in my name. After I make 
that statement, 1 may not move the motions at all. 

Mr. PREilDEMTl Unless you move the motions, you cannot make 
a statement. I should like to know whether you wish to make one 
Speech on all the motions up to No. 515 which relate to ** 4fiA.** 
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Millivi SYEb- JALALUDDIN HAtHEMY: Yes. 1 move 

the Mlowing motions:*^ 

'V 

“That the demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under the head 
‘46A.— Stationery and printing— Bengal Government Press’ be reduced 
by Be. 1 (to draw a^ntion to the forced realisation of sporting fees.)” 

“ That the demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under the head 
*46A. — Stationery and printing — Bengal Government Press* l>e reduced* 
by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that the income of the piece 
employees is daily decreasing.)** 

‘‘That the demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under the head ‘46A. — Stationery 
and printing — Bengal Government Press* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the fact that promotions are granted not acconling to 
any fixed principles.)** 

“That the demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under the head ‘46A. — Stationery 
and printing — Bengal Government Press’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the fact that the older hands are not entrusted with light 
works.)” 

“That the demand of Rs. 0,55,600 under the head ‘46A. — Stationery 
and printing — Press and Forms Department’ be reduced by Re. 1 (U) 
discuss fhe conduct of the Manager.)** 

With your i)ermis8ion. Sir, I make the following statement: — 

An infonnal conference was held outside this Council Chamber on 
the 25th instant at the request of Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri in which# 
on the one hand met Mr. CasHells, Secretary to the Finance, Commen*e 
and Marine Departments of the Government of Bengal and ^ 
Mr. Battersby, Superintendent of the Bengal Government Press and on* 
the other side there wore the Secretary and the Organising Secretajy 
of the Press Employees’ Association and which was also attended by 
Messrs. Latafat Hossain, M.L.C., and Mr. K. C. Bay Chaudhuri, 
besides my humble self. After a thorough and heart-to-heart discussion 
extending for a considerably long time, the Superintendent of the 
Bengal Government Press having agreed to look int»> the grievances of 
the employees and redress them at the earliest possible opportunity and 
VI this connection he having invited the Secretary and the Organising 
Secretary to go to his place at any time on any day and also wbenever 
any occasion should arise in future to represent any grievance of the 
employees and the Secretary and the Organising Secretary of the Press 
Employees* Association also having agreed to the proposal, it was 
mnlnally settled to withdraw the motions. 

In accordance with that decision I beg leave to withdraw the 
motions. 
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The Mlowing motions were, by leavh^of th^jESbuncil, withdrawn:—- 

“That the demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under the head ‘46A. — Stationery 
and printing — Bengal Government Press* be reduced by Be. 1 (to 
draw attention to the forced realisation of sporting fees.)** 

“That the demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under the head ‘46A. — Stationery 
and printing — Bengal Government Press* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the fact that the income of the piete employees is daily 
decreasing.)** 

“That the demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under the head *46A. — Stationery 
and printing — Bengal Government Press* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the fact that promotions are granted not according to any 
fixed principles.)** 

“That the demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under the head *46A. — Stationery 
and printing — Bengal Government Press’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the fact that the older hands are not entrusted with light 
works.)*' 

“That the demand of Rs. *1,55,600 under the head ‘46A. — Stationery 
and printing — Press and Forms Department’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
discuss the conduct of the Manager.)’* 

The following motion.** were called but not moved : — 

Rai Bahadur SATiSH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: “That the 
demand of Rs. 9, 76, (KM) under the head '46.— Stationery and print- 

— Stationery supplied fix>m Central Stores’ be reduced by 
la. 1,76,000.’’* 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 24,24,000 under the head '46.-— Stationery and printing* be reduced 
by Re. 1. (Policy towards the purchase of stores.)’’ 

Khan 8ihlll Maulvi BAZLUL HUQs “That the demand of 
Rs. 24.24,000 under the head ‘46.— Stationery and printing* be reduced 
by Re, 1.** 

lin RRE8IDENT: There is still one motion on wh^| you can 
reply; No. 505 has not yet been disposed of, ^ 

Mr. A. 0AMit.Lit Sir, I take it that the motion No. 505 is the 
no^on now before the House — the question of the Indians and the 
Confidential Section ef the Government of Bengal Press. I can assme 
the mover at once that there is no bar to the employment of Indians 
in the Confidential Seel ion of the Press. The number of employees 
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in &it section Is 26 of. wkolti lire Indians and 20 Europeans or 
Apgla-Indians. It most of the compositors are Europeans 

and Anglo-Indians; am Indians are in the majority in the lower posts 
but there is no bar to the employment of Indians and the Superintendent 
has not been restricted by Government from employing Indians. There 
is no question of distrust and the Superintendent has full power to 
employ men whom he considers suited for the Confidential Section. 

Mauivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HAtHEMY: In view of that 
assurance I beg to withdraw my motion. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

**That the demand of Rs. 7,84,700 under head ‘46A. — Stationeiy and 
printing — Bengal Goveniment Press’ be reduced hv Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the foci that Indians are not allowed to work in the 
Confidential Section.)” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 24,24,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “46. — Stationery and printing” w^as then put and 
agreed to. 


47.— -lilsotllantoiit. 

Tha Hofl’ble Mr. A. MARR. On the i-ecomiuendntion of Ilis Excel- 
lency the Governor I move that a sum of 8,54,000 l)e granted for 
expenditure under the head ‘^47. — Miscellanefms.” 

Mauivi EYED JALALUODIN HASHEMY; There are two motions 
in my name and I will only move this one No. t520. 

I move that the demand of Rs. 9,500 under the head *‘47B. — 
Charges on account of European vagrants, etc.” be reduced by Rs. 9,000 
(to criticise the policy of Government towards the vagrancy problem). 

The object of my motion is to criticise the policy of Government 
towanls the vagrancy problem in town 

Hit Han’blt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: On a point of order, Sir, I 
aubmii hon*ble member has no right to discuss anything beyond 
under this motion. 

Mr. RREilOEIITt Technically the Hon^ble Member is right; hut 
it would aM depend on the way in which and on the extent to ..which 
the mover touches upon questions of other vagrants. I think the ihdver 
will understand that this demand is made for European vagrants only 
and hit criticisms, therefore, should be mainly directed towards them. 
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Mwilvl SYED 4ALALUDDlll'lilSi|EMYS Sir, I skauld at 
outset like to make my object quite clei^ My j^rpose ie not to refuse 
help to poor people because they ha||||iii tq belong to a particular 
nationality or community. My point is this : l^eople outside India tell 
us that we are communalistic and that we are this and that. 1 want to 
know this. I know there is a statutory obligation under the Vagrau'^ 
Act on the part of Government to give relief to European vagrants. 
The Magistrate is allowed under that Act to provide jobs for any 
European who finds himself in poor circumstances. In Calcutta we 
find t^iere are many poor Indian vagrants even to-day. 

Sir, I know a Vagrancy Committee was appointed in 1918 and I 
want to know what has been done about the recommendation of that 
committee and I want to know also what has become of the recom^. 
meiidations of Mr. Campbell Forrester’s resolution which was passed 
by this Council. 

Mr. PHESIDENTs Order, order. It is now clear that the mover of 
the motion under discussion wishes to attack the policy of Government 
towards vagrancy in general. He cannot do that as his motion ij* not 
for a token cut. It proposes an economic cut and a large cut too Of 
course, it may be that he has made the proposal to record his protest 
against the policy of Government towards Indian vagrancy. 

MauM SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I want to 
the meaning of the term “European” in that particular Act. Everybody 
on the face of the earth has been included in that Act as ICiiropeaiis — 
Germans, Russians, people from Honolulu and such other places. 

\ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may ask one or two questions reUfant to 
the subject of vagrancy, 

Mauivi EYED dALALUDDlN HASHEMY: I also want to know 
what has become of the recommendations of the Vagrancy ([Committee 
and the Resolution of Mr. Campbell Forrester regarding this problem 
in Bengal? 

Tha Hofinilt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, as regards the last question 
put by the mover I am afraid I cannot answer the question as it affects 
the Public Health and the I/>ca1 Self-Government Departments. 
Dealing with the motion as it stands, we have, as the mover hi^s himself 
pointed out, a statutory ohiigation to maintain an institutian for 
European vagrants. We want Rs. 9,500 altogether out of which' 
Es, 2,850 goes tow^s that institution and the remaining Be. 7,000 is 
required for the Asportation of undesirables. The mover would only 
allow us Rs. 500 which* would be totally insufiicient to maintain the 
institution at all. I would therefore ask the Council to reject this 
motion. 
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Bd^ Sjef^^Ijyittddin Hasheuiy was then put 


Tie following motion was dtiled but not moved : 

lilpilvl SYED JALALUODIN HA8HEMYS ‘‘That the demand of 
Ra. 14,000 under the head *47D. — Special Commissions of Enquirv* be 
refused.” 


The motion that a sum of Rs. 3,54,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “47. — Miscellaneous** was then put and agreed to. 


Expenditure in England. 


Tlie Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of His Excel- 
lency the Governor I move that a sum of Rs. 7,14,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “Kxi>eaditure in England.** 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Loans and Advanoee. 

The ribn’ble Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of His Excel- 
the Governor I move that a sum of Rs. 19,18,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “I/oans and advances.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr.'‘^E8IDENT: The Council is adjourned to Monday next 
3 p.m., Sis Excellency the Governor having allowed that day for" the 
discussion of certain Bills of which the members have already got 
proper notice. 


Adjoummant 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Monday, the 31st 
March, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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piwritiMW tf the Oo»ii'H||hiI of Imlio Aot. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the 
Calcutta, on Monday, the Slat March, 1930, at 3 p.m. 



Towi^ 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuei, 
of San tosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 97 nominated and elected 
members. 


Starred questions 

(to which oral answers were gieen). 


Removal of the DofMity PoetmastorwConorars oHIoe from Daoca. 


*116. Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI Bahadur; '(z) ^ ill the 
Hon’ble Meml>er in charge of the Commerce Department b^i|4eased to 
state what decision, if any, has been arrived at regarding the prgjmlied 
removal of the Deputy PostmaHter*(ieiierars (>fii<*e from Dacca? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble MemWr aware of the existenci? of a strong 
public feeling against the removal of the said office as''^eflected in the 
'resolutions passed and the representations made by the leat^tf public 
associations in Dacca? % 


MEMBER in ohargs of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (the HOffPhlo 
Mr. A. Marr); (a) The Government of Bengal are not aware what 
decision has been arrived at. 


(b) Yes, , 


Railwqif oommunioations botwoon Daooa, Tangall and M ym o nsing h. 

*117. Maidvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUBUFdl: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Depart-^ ^ 
ment be pleased to state whether there is any likelihood for opening 
the railway ooitmunications between Dacca, TangaU and Mymensingh ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the afhrmative, will the Hon’Ut 
Megiber be pleased to state when the railway constructimi will 
oommenoef 
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(l?) the answer to (a) is in the nyegative, will the Hon’Ue Member 
lie passed to state what step, if any, are being taken by the Govern* 
liaBki of Bengal in the matter? 

^'lUMBER in oharga of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) 
IIBPMRTMENT (the Hon’bla Mr. A Marr): (a) The Railway Board 
informed this Government last year that no decision had been made 
with regard to the various pioposed alignments of railways in the 
Dacca and Mymensingh districts, of which the Dac-ca-Tangail-Mymen- 
singh alignment is one. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Last year this Government recommended that the Tangail- 
Jamnlpur-Gopalpur railway project he given first place in the con- 
struction programme. 

Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFill: Will the Hon’ble 

Member l)e pleased to state what has been the effect of the recom- 
mendations of the local Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: The whole railway programuje has 
been cut down op account of the finances of the Government of India. 


Oradgfiig oparation in the Dhalleswari or any other river in the Doom 

district. 

«118. Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANARUI Bahadur: ia) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the Inland Steam Navigation Gompnios 
have carried on dredging operations recently in the Dhalleswari or any 
other river in the district of Dacca? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the ITon'hle 
Member be pleased to state whether the same was done with the know- 
ledge and sanction of the local Government? 

MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Non'ble AlhadJ Sir Abddkerim ChuiiMvi): (a) Yes; in the Dhalles- 
wari and Buriganga. 

(b) Yes. 


Daooa-AHoht Railway project. 

MIC. Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI Baliiidiir: (a/ Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Detri- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons for the delay in completing the 
land acquisition in connection with the Dacca-Aricha Railway project? 

40 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whai is the pnesent 
position of the Dacca-Aricba Railway project ? 

(c) Is the Hon^ble Member aware of an apprebe^siotl^ that exista 
that the scheme is not likely to materialise in the near future as a 
result of the activities of vested interests ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the total amount 
spent up to date under different heads in connection with the >aid 
railway construction? 

Th# Hon’bla Mr. A. MARR: (a.) Proceedings for the acquisition 
of the land for the Ilacca-Aricha Railway have not yet been started. 

(h) Work during 1930-31 will be confined to the completion of the 
final location sui^^ey, and possibly the acquisition of land. 

(c) It is understood that such apprehensions exist in certain 

quarters. 

(d) The Government of Bengal have no information. 

Ral KE8HAB CHANDRA BANARdI Bahadur: Will the 
Hon ble Member be pleased to state when the land acquisition proceed- 
ings are likely to be completed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: I cannot say, Sir; that is a matter 
altogether for the GoveVnment of India. 


Minialerial offloers in oeitain mediaal ooHeges and schools in Calcutta* 

•no. MaulW TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Deivartment be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the respective numbers of Hindu and Muhammadan ministerial 
officers temiKmirily and i>enuanently employed at present in— 

(d) the Calcutta Medjcal College Hospital; 

(2) the School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene; 

(J) the Campbell Medical School Hospital; 

(d) the Presidency General Hospital; and 
(J) the Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital ; and 

(n) the number of vacancies that occurred in these institutions 
during the last fire years? 

• ttumber of Muhammadans appointed in these insthufioits 

Is lets than thd j^pOkion fixed by Govemtnent, what is the reasov 

lor tho mmt 
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MINISTER in. elHirst of LOCAL tELP-GOyERNMCNT 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'blo Kimior Shib ShokhoroMrar ’ Ray)i (a) 

and (b) A statement is laid on tlie table.. The statement includes 
the feasons for the shortaf^e of Muhammadans where this occurs. 


Statement referred fa in a»».tirer to claiu:es (a) amt (b) of starred 

question No. 120. 



Number of 


Number 

of 



existing minis- 
terial offleem. 

Number 





of 

‘ vacancies 
during 
the last 
five 

Muiuun- 
madans 
appointed 
during 
the last 

Rftasons for inade- 
quacy of Muham- 
madan ministerial 
officers. 

Name of medical 
inatitution. 

Hindu. 

Muham- 


madan. 

years. 




1 

2 

3 

■■ 

■■niillil 

1. Medical College 

20 

+ 4* 

27 

8 

Want of suitable ran- 

Hospitals, Cal' 





dklates. Attempt 

cotta. 





was maile to appoint 
MuhaminiMlans in 
tho four vacancies. 
Two Muhammadans 
were written to lor 
interview of which 
one did not turn up(. 
The other though 
appointed had to 09 
diJK^hargCMl for fre- 






Quent absence from 

2. Tropical School 

10 

f 3 

8 

7 

duty. 

and Carmichael 
Hospital, Cal- 
oaita. 







a. OunpbeU Medical 

16 - 

f 3 

8 

3 

Several Muhamma- 

Sdiool and Hos* 





dan clerks were en- 

pital, Caleutta. 





gsgad on probation 
but were found not 
up to the standard 






naosssaiy for oon- 

C PMideiic^ General 





finnation. 

6 + 1 

2 

1 

At first no suitaMa 

Hospitai, Cal- 





waa 

COUMe 





available but latter- 
ly mm eras lap- 

a. Sambbu Nath Pan- 

2 + 0 

1 


pointed. 

A Hindu was taken 

dit Hoepttalt 





in as no Muham- 

Galenttaa 


- 



madan with tha ta- 






quind mfteissiem 






waaayaikMi. 


•Tor one of tiMM paste • IbdMiaanMlaa is appofatwi. 
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Otfaetivt YtoiM of tlio oolioi^ aiMl teliool otyiliiits. 

•121. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM t (a) WUl the Minister in 

charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the number of college and school students suffering from 
defective vision is alarmingly increasing? 

(b) Has any arrangement been made for — 

(i) testing the eye-sight of such students; 

(it) finding out the cause of their defective vision ; and 

(til) adopting remedial measures? 

(c) If any staff has been engaged for the purpose, how many of them 
are Hindus and how many Mtissalmans? 

(d) Is it a fact that some time ago the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion, Bengal, recommended to the Director of Public Health to utilise 
the honorary services of a British-qualified eye-specialist for the purpose 
of examining the eye-sight of school children in Calcutta? 

(e) Have the honorary services of such an eye-specialist been 
utilised? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in eharge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’blo Mr. Kliwaja Naiimuddin): (a) Government have no informa- 
tion showing an increase. 

W (♦)» (^0 and (iii) Yes, by the Public Health Department in 
respect of Government and Government aided secondary schools in 
Calcutta. 

(c) Three doctors who are all Hindus. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No : beoauie he requii*ed higher remuneration than the depart- 
ment were prepared to give and because he was not willing to do 
general medical examination but only eye work. 


OopgrtlMfital prooiodingi against ministarial ofltoars of tho Polioa 


M2I. Bdbll HOiENI ROUT: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleimd to state what is the proce- 
dure adopted in departmental proceedings against ministerial officers? 
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(6) Is there any rule which bars the presence of the OoTemment 
serrant concerned, at the time of his original departmental inquiiy 
and of examihation of witnesses and when appeals are dealt with if 
he prays for it in his explanation, which he is made to submit under 
the orders of the Superintendent of Police and the Deputy Inspector-^ 
General of Police? 

(r) Are proceedings drawn up and dealt with without allowing the 
Government servant concerned to examine and erosswexamine witnesses 
and inspect records of his case? 

(d) Is there any rule on the strength of which the dealing authori* 
ties are empowered to remove or refuse to show the Government servant 
concerned papers belonging to the proceedings file? 

(e) Are ministerial officers who have earned pension deprived of the 
same, if discharged as a result of defective proceedings on petty 
charges, such as delays and irregularities? 

(/) When proceedings are considered to be a fit case for re-opening 
and re-trial, what is the pnwedure therefor? 

(g) What is the proceed ure for Government servants who are pun* 
ished, to proceed to lay their grievances before His Excellency the 
Governor ? 

MEMBER in ctiarge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (Iho Hon’Mt 
Mr. A. N. Moborly): {a) to i€l)For departmental proceedings against 
ministerial officers of the Polic^e Department the procedure is set forth 
in detail in rules llOfl and 1056, P.ll.B., Vol. I, 1927, a copy of which 
will be found in the T/egislative Council Idbrary and to which the 
member is referred for full particulars. 

(e) Government are not aware of any such case. 

(/) The same as that prescribed for the original proceedings, 

(a) above. 

(g) Officers in subordinate services have no right of appeal to Hia 
Excellency the Governor but due consideration is given to every 
memorial submitted through the proper channel. 


•ipEratiM of Maids froas Rajahahi far judieial warka. 

MtS. Babii KItHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURIi (a) Will the 
Hon*ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state whether it is the intention of Government to separate Malda from 
Bajshahi for judicial works even after the difficulty of eommunicatioa 
is over, by the opening of the railway line from Nawabganj to Rajshahi 
Tid Amnura railway station in the Godagari and Satihar line? 
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t&) Has it been considered by Oorenuneni whether it u now possible 
'and (wnTenient to extend the jurisdiction of the Nawabgaaj Munsif’s 
court as before and to invest the Munsif of Malda with powers to try 
suits up to the value of Rs. 2,000 as before and by these arranygements 
to avoid the necessity of locating’ a Subordinate J udge permanently at 
MaldaP 

(c) Has it been considered whether it is now more convenient owing 
^ the opening of the recent railway communication above referred to 
for the Nawabganj litigants to come to Bajshahi than to go to HaldaP 

MEMBER in eharga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hoii*blo 
Mr. A, N. Moborly)! (a) to (c) These questions have not been 
examined, but this will now he done in consultation with the High 
Court. Any proposal which involves new expenditure, however 
desirable it may be, will however have to be considered along with 
many others before funds can be allotted. 


•ubdiviaional hoadquartora at Bajitpur in the Mymenaingh district. 

*124. Baku SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) WUl 

the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased 
to state— 

(ti) what was the original estimate of costs for creating a- sab> 
divisional headquarters at Bajitpur in the district of Mymenaingh ; 

(w) what amount has already been spent out of the said estimated 
coate-^ 

(1) for acquiring lands, 

(2) for excavation of tanks, and 

(3) OB other works, and 

(m), what further outlay would be necessary to start the subdivi- 
mohal of^ces’' tnere excluding the costs of civil coxirt buildings P 
(6) How maiiy civil, courts are there already P 
(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state— 

(t) whether it is a fact that the town of Bajitpur is the most con> 
.5 *4 -pmnt of acoessibilityt etc., for. the people 

of those low-lying areas comprising Astagram, Dhaki, 
Mitfmoia, Kastool and other jdaoef known commonly 4a the 
sea ‘«^a which form the bulk of the jurisdiction 'of the 
jBajitj^r chowki, and 

<w) whether it is a. fact that the absence of subdivisiqnal; .crimia«l 
courts at Bajitpur is being keenly felt by. the pjeople of Uiie 
abovementioned areas? 
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. '(d) Are the Oovenuneiit oonsidmaff the desmibility 6t creeting a 

•nlidiTuional headquarters at Bajitpur as soon as funds are forthcoming ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (Dm Hoii*Mo 
M r. A. N. Moborly): (a) (i) Rs. 6,63,621. 

(u) (1) Rs. 51,068. 

(2). and (3) The information has been called for from the Superin- 
tending Engineer. 

(tit) Probably about Rs. 5 lakhs. Exact information cannot be 
given at present. 

(b) Two Munsif’s courts. 

(c) (t) This is a matter of opinion. 

(it) A memorial was submitted to Government in 1922 by the 
people of the chowki of Bajitpur. They were informed that all work 
in connection with the [Mirtition of Mymensingh district had been 
closed down owing to the refusal of this Council to vote the necessary 
funds. Resolutions recommending the creation of a subdivision at 
Bajitpur were tabled in 1926 and in 1929 but were not reached. 

(d) No. 


ExoacatiM and improvcmMit of the Lakhra khal. 

*125. Babu PROFU1.LA KUMAR CUHA: (a) Is the Hon’Ue 
^Member in charge of the Irrigation Dejiurtment aware — 

(t) that there is a khal known as Lakhra lying silted up for many 
years within the police-station RaiUa in the district of 
Burdwan ; 

(*'*) that due to the silting up of the khal the neighl>puring villagps 
are inundated during the rains causing great loss of properly 
to the poor cultiviatdrs of the locality ; and 

(tit) that thousntids of acres of lands are lying uncultivated owing 
to. the stagnation of flood water during the rains F 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member liC plenaed to ^te whether any scheme has been prepared for 
Ike (neavation and improvement of the said khnlP 

(e) If the answer to (5) is in the negative, will the Hon’bl# 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the Beckml^Bty of taldhig up -the nili-eletiring work along with the 
Samodar Canal jMojeetP 
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■m* Alhwq Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) (i) Yes. 

(tt) The congestion is due to the silting up of the khals further to 
the east. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) A project for silt-clearance of the silted-up khals was sent to 
the Collector in 1927 to take action under Act VI of 1920. 

(e) The case has no connection with the Damodar Canal project 
which lies on the other side of the river. 


Umtarrtd quMtiom 

<«Mim to udiieh Mroro laid on tho tablo). 

Ro-oxoavation of Balugram-Tontulia khal in FaridRur. 

111. Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
Charge of the Irrigation Department aware— 

(t) that the Balugi-am-Tentulia khal in Faridpur is in immediate 
need of re-excavation; and 

(it) that water-hyacinth from the Komar river enters through 
Balugram entrance and destroys poddy and jute plants of 
more than 174"9 square miles every yearP 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that the Balugram-Tentulia 
Association, Faridpur, recognised by the District Magistrate in his 
letter No. 6804 J., dated 27th September. 1928, proposes to take steps 
to prevent the water-hyacinth from entering into the bil area and 

destroy water-hyacinth already within the area and has constructed 

temporary bund near Eumaria to prevent the water of the Kumar 
river from entering into that area and flooding the low lands at the time 
of cultivation F 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of construct- 
ing, or helping the Balugram-Tentulia Improvement Association with 
funds to construct, a permanent sluice gate at Balugram in order to 
prevent the continuous entry of water-hyacinth from the Kumar and to 
control the flow of water P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether tho 
Government received any reinnseatation from the public of Oopalgaiiq 
(Faridpur) objecting to the erection of a bund across the Bednma 
khalP 

(e) If so, what action does Gie Government propose to take in the 
matter P 
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TIW Hon^to AllMidJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVII <a) (») Yes. 

Government have no precise information on this point, though 
there is much hyacinth in this area. 

(b) No. 

(c) No such demand has reached Government. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The matter is under investigation. 


Publication of tho Irrigation Committoo Report. 

112. Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI Bahaduri Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to 
state when the report of the Irrigation Committee is likely to be 
published ? 

Tho Hen'blo AlhadJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVh The report 
is expected to l>e published in the second half of April, 1930. 


Supplomontary answor to starrod quootion No. 124. 

Tho Hon*blo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As regards (a) (it) (2) and 
(3) 1 may state that when the question was originally answered I 
had not the information. I have now got the figures. They are 
under (<i) (ii) (2) Ks. 10,9<i9, and under («) (ii) (3) Ks. 91,262. 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

Covommant Billa. 

Tho Oalmitta MunieipBl (A w otiBmai iO RtHf ISIS. 

Tho HofPMo Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAVl I beg t» 

present the report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 1930. 

I beg to move that the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill. 
1030, as reported by the Select Conuuittee, be taken into considera^ 
tioa. 
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Sir, this is ths first leg^slaticm whieh I hay# tha liuaiiaiir to deal 
yriih as a Minister, and 1 am glad to be able to pxMsat unantmons 
reports of the Select Committee and to find pTMtically po opposition 
in Council. Although the Bills are brief, the changes in the law 
they introduce are a substantial step in improving power to ensure 
proper standards in food commodity. 

I would, however, like to say a few words about clause 4 of the 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill. It has been represented that 
difficulties might arise under this section through the fact that tinned 
milks are of different types and that standards are already prescribed 
hy the Government of India under the Merchandise Marks Act, with 
which, it is obviously desired that the standards prescribed by the 
local Government should cnmform. Apprehension has also been felt 
in some quarters' that provisions for labelling might result in incon- 
venience to the trade in standard brands of imported milk, especially 
if the type of labelling required differs in different areas. Sir, I 
have examined the position with regard to these romments and 
I om in a position to give certain assurances whicj^ will, 1 
hope, allay any apprehension felt. In the first place, it. has been 
verified from the legal advisers of Government that the -terms of the 
two Bills will enable Government to prescribe different standards for 
different types of tinned milk, for c^xaniple Full Cream Milk, and 
Skimmed Milk, and it is the intention of Government to prescribe 
standards for such different grades of milk according to their grade. 
Moreover, in fixing the proportion of fatty solids, the Government 
4^f. Bengal will naturally bear in mind the criterions already adopted 
by the Governlueiit of India under the Merchandise Marks Act 
with a view ia bring the stamlards of Bengal into conformity ^ with 
those already in existence for India as a whole. 

As regards provision for labelling the Government would, of course, 
ensure that the requirements prescribed should be uniform for Calcutta 
and the rest of Bengal. It is impossible to hope beyond this and 
•ensure unif amity with labelling prescribed ^ in Bangoon or in other 
parts of India, but Government would ceiiainly co-operate in any 
efforts to obtain a common standard for a matter of this kind, subject 
to the use of vernacular in labellfug for^ Bengal. Sir, I might add 
that the rules to be framed will be preliminarily published and that 
the opportuwliy ?H11 then hriee-^.for^jdiacutt any detaflk outstand- 
ing to the interests affected by the rules. With these words, Sir, I 
lomiiMind my iKioti0n W the Boudi. • 

;!l^hs motiolk' was put and agreed to. 

Thg tHIB tHEKHAREtWAII RHYl I beg to 

j||oye:^thl^t tho said Bill, as^ settled in Couneal^ he paseed* 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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- OOTEBNMENT BH4i8. 

The Mmal Food Adalftratiwi {AmnidlMiit) Bill, int. 

HM Hon*bl6 Kimiar SHIB SHBKHARBSWAR RAYl I beg to 

present the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Food 
Adulteration (Amendment) Bill, 1930. 

I fcwg to' move that the Bengal Food Adulteration (Amendment) 
Bill, 1930, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into con- 
aideration. 

The motion was put and agieed to. 

TIm Hon*lil« Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: I beg to 

move that the said Bill, as settled in Council, passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Tbt Bangal CBui^D Frimary Eikieatian Bill, 1028 . 

Tlia Hon'bia Mr. KHWAdA NAIIMUDDIN: I beg to present 
the reporl^of the SeWt Committee on the Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education Bill. 1929. 

Mauivi ABU^ KASEMt May I rise on a point of otderP 

Mr.: FREBIDENTI What is your point? 

Mauivi ABUL KABEM: My point is this: The Hon’ble Minister 
who is presenting the report* of the Select Committee did not introduce 
ibis Bill and was not a member of the Select Committee. How can 
he present' the report of the Sele<‘t Committee? 

Mr. FREBIIlENTs The Hon’ble Mifiistetr< who is in charge of the 
Bfepartmept of ISducation should be able to present the report of the 
Belect Compncittee.s 

Hf^*fetia K^WAdA^^ rise to move that the 

B^i^l (BiiinlX^ i^rtmajry.., Education. Bill, 1929 , , as reported by the 
Belect Co^qiittce^ be withd^wn. , . 

Bir, In gnp .^bp like iiiy#elf is Jkmaly interested in the passage of 
^;BBji to ,m9lco.an..appracis^le advance Jn ptriniaiy adaeation and to 
End the, atpceaHiiy for such, an advance, it is very diaappointinE 
4 p havp tua/aild: move a matipa for tha withdrawal ol. a BHl. But 
.^fortunalpljr tbf Selact Committee have so handled the Bill and givra 

a |ovu|,,irbiob hopa- to dptnonstrata ean auly eaeiilt ia- .iwaste of 
^sjyii<}.p(9fiay end eiutM Tha fundamental altaration is the grant to 
m Central CcsBBsittae independent of Oovemineat the whole power of 
4 Ei«ci^|ig tha ippla^ and . admivistcatioa of priniai7 edueation. . The 
ptutpapri c^figp: wl(ieh haf. hean made by th« Select Committee ie the 
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transfer ircm Oovemment and the Legislative Oouncil all control over 
primary education to a Central Executive body composed mainly of 
non<officials. This liody is called the Primary Education Board of 
Bengal, vludependent powers have been given to this body and they 
are authorised to frame statutory rules without the consent of Oovem- 
ment. It is true the legislative Council is allowed to retain the right 
of refucring its vote to any sums asked for by the Board in excess of 
that at present spent on primary education. But if the Council were 
to vote these sums the Minister would have practically no control over 
their administration. The natural result of this will be that the 
Minister not being directly inteiested in the policy or Administration 
of primary education will not be so keen to provide funds specially 
when equally important schemes for secondary and University educa- 
tion in which he will he directly interested will be claiming his sup- 
port and backing. The Board will control the District Councils of 
primar> education which are mainly non-officials. The number of the 
members of the District Councils has l>een increased which will not 
help the smooth working of the Council. Pull control of primary edu- 
cation by a Central Committee will mean the abdication of all rights 
and control by the Minister and the Legislative Council. Apart from 
the obviously unsatisfactory nature of the above solution the .position 
appears to be fundamentally and constitutionally unsound. For all 
practical purposes neither the Minister nor the members of the Ijegis- 
lative Council, the accredited representatives of ihe people of Bengal, 
would have any control over the provincial adminietratfoli of primary 
education for this has been transferred to the Board by the changes made 
by the Select Committee, This means that the population of Bengal 
is disenfranchised in respect of the provincial administration of. pri- 
mary education. In niy opinion the members of the Select Committee 
have based their policy on the supposition that ihe present system of 
Government is going to he permanent but within two cm* three' years 
there is every reason to l>elieve that some kind of piovincial autonomy 
will be grant4Ml and the Government, wjll be entiirely responsible^ the 
legislature. Under those circumstances no one can argue that a 
Minister or the Government will not truly represent the publif* opinion 
and if that be so, there can be no justification for creating a statutory 
body which will be responsible to no one and will have the control of 
expenditure of a sum of money amounting to* one crore and thirty 
lakhs annually. Even in England the Board of Education is a purely 
official body and to all intents and purposes is the Minister for Educa^ 
tion. It has been contended That the Central Executive body is neces- 
sary because Gt^emment have not the time to spare to attend to pri- 
mary education. This argument is invalid ,{or Ck>vemmmt must ob- 
viously find the necessary time and if necessary inrovide for officers.. 
For instance it is under the contemplation of Government to appoint 
a special Director of Public Instruction to deal with primaiy educaticiH. 
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I aiii not prepared to go forward with aiiy Bill which would allow the 
Mittlater (and through him the Jjegislative Council) no power to in* 
fluenee policy or administration in this matter of rural primary edu«» 
cation. As long as the control is in the hands of the Minister of Edu- 
cation the members of the I^egislative Council can annually check, 
criticise and guide the policy and administration by means of motions 
reducing the grant by Re. 1 a motion which is usually yer>^ much res* 
pected and feared by Ministei-s. On the other hand the Central Com* 
mittee with absolute powers and no responsibility either to the legis- 
lature or to the Department of Education can carry on a policy which 
may not be wholly against the wishes of members of the Council but 
they may so mismanage that before action can be taken by the legis* 
lature irreparable harm may be <*aused to primary education. Un- 
fwtunately for primary education in the province the liegislative 
Council in referring the Bill to a Select Committee did not take the 
precaution of eLsuring a membership proportionate to that of the 
%'arious parties in the House with the result that the views of one party 
only were able t«) find place in the amended Bill. I hope the 0>uncil 
will not again make such a mistake. I hope too that I have been able 
to satisfy this Council that it is impossible for me to accept the dectision 
of the Selec*t Committee and that in not accepting the views of the 
Select (\iiiimittee of the House 1 am not flouting the (’ouiicil in any 
way. I will before leaving the subject of the powers of the Central 
Board refer to another point. It may be argued that it would be 
possible to work the Bill if the Boanl >)e constituted in such a maimer 
that it could l>e trusted to function efficiently and to be free from poli- 
tical influeiue and actually secure tbe rights of minority. The sub- 
ject is, however, in my opinion too important to warrant such an un- 
uec^essary and may be costly and disastrous experiment, whilst the 
experiment would introiluce numerous complications regarding funds, 
staff, etc. I'he complications which would arise would be fatal. A newly 
created body with no experience of administration as a body would 
have to control the administration of about a crore of new expenditure. 
They would require a vast financial organisation which could not be 
readily improvised and which would certainly he expensive. Thiry 
would require the services of a complete inspectorate for primary edu* 
cation necessitating either very^ expensive duplication with Oovern- 
ment staff or the expense of deputation of Government officers under 
the Board. They would have to decdde on difficult political, communal 
and financial problems connected with policy in regard to curricula, 
religious instruction, allocation of funds to different iM^as, location 
of schools and selection of teai^hers. Even if such a body were capable 
of solving such problmns their solution would be futile if it wi^e not in 
consoiianc# with the solution of similar proMemi adopted by the various 
branches of Oovemment. There is no teamm to suppose that the result 
of cnsattng sueli a body would not be a waste of particularly tiie whole 
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of th« additional taxation and sticV a: okeok to'^educatioar Ifroln which 
it would take many years to. iacover.- 'As most of thd memhera' ot 
the Council are awaiu OoTemmeat have accepted most^ of the *|Ht)poaals 
of the first Sfdect Committee and'they are proposing to have 4ii Ui« new 
Bill a Central Advisoiy Committee. It may be suggested, ae' indeed' 
it occurred to me, that it would be possible fm* Gbveniment-to twoceed 
with the Bill as amended by tim Select Committee and move oT'Cause 
to l)e moved amendments which should leaW the Central Demmittee 
with those advisory powers only which were originally in 'their Bill, 
but alas ! the S^ect Committee did its woric so well that such a course 
would waste the time of this. Council and the likelihood is that in the 
end the Bill aftor amendment might be such as to satisfy no one and 
might have to-be dropped altogether. The Legislative Department 
have published the amended Bill with amendments underlined and it 
will he seen how numerous are these amendments creating powers for 
the Central Committee to which 1 have taken such strcmg exception. 
I propose, therefore, as soon as possible if the Council gives me leave 
to withdraw the Bill, to introduce another Bill. The form of that 
Bill and the provision need not he discussed at this stage. I will 
merely say that it is a Bill closely following the Bill as amended by 
the first Select Ccunmittee hut with the cess proportion of three and a 
half and one and a half between raiyat and landlord. I Would like 
to assure the House that the uew Bill will be introduced by me at the 
earliest possible date. It was originally my intention to move the 
introduction of a Bill in this session hut that has been found in* 
admissible. To avoid any delay, therefore, the new Bill will be pub* 
lished in the Oarette under rule 47 at once and at the earliest possible 
date and it is my intention formally to introduce it in the next session, 
1 hope to be in a position to move that that Bill be then taken into 
consideration. 1 trust I have explained clearly why I cannot proceed 
with the Bill a* amended by Select (Vimmittee and why I am chmu- 
pelled tu abandon the whede of the work of that CcMumittee. The 
course I am adc^ting will enable the most rapid progress to be made 
in the solution of the problem of rural primary education and it is for 
that reason and Vrith that object that I am having recourse to this 
procedure, namely, to aak the Council for leave to withdraw. I hope, 
as soon as I c«n, to ask you to take into consideratiou a new Bill, fhmly 
convincred that you too, are striving, as I am, to get a BiH on the 
statute hook which will advance primary education in the province and 
hasten the day when it will be free, universal and compnlsoiy ter 
every child in Bengal. 

3'-30 p.m.' 

Rai Or. HARIDMAN OUTT OaliMliir: I think. Sir, this riouM 
vrill he well advised in refnsiag permissioh for the withdraarid' ef the 
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dv ao^ deny, on Ae other< hand I agree eritli the Hon*hle 
Huskier, that the zeport-of the Select Committee is not eatielactoryk 
Thete so many notes of dissent attached to this report- of the Select 
Oocnmittee that when going through this report- one ia perplexed to 
find what is the actual decision of the committee. One is also sur- 
]»iBed to find that ont of 34 members of the Select Committee 21 submit* 
ted notee of dissent. I was curious to find out how the BiM could eren* 
tually come ont of the Select Coiiunittee when so many as 21 luenibera 
wen-, dissatisfied with the constitution which the Bill received at the 
hands of the Select Committee. However, at the present moment 1 am 
not inclined to discuss this aspect of the Bill. My suggestion to the 
Hcuse is that the report of the Select Committee be not allowed to be 
withdrawn but that the whole thing should be discussed on the door of 
the House with a view to improve the Bill. 

It may be suggested. Sir, that when the Government have detided 
to bring in another Bill in the near future, there is no necessity of 
wasting the time of the House by going into the Bill in detail. To 
that 1 respet^fully submit that the Hon’ble Minister has given us no 
aMurance as to when his Bill is coming. Then I find the Hon ’bio 
Minister has forgotten or did not care to circulate the draft Bill which 
must be in his possession. These are two important reasons for which 
I aro> suggesting that permission to withdraw be refused. 

Then, Sir, we have information that the Hoa’ble Minister held a- 
conferenoe with certain friends of his at which the Bill, or the sub*, 
sequent Bill which he has ia view, or the important principles of such 
a Bill were considered, and members on this side of the House, at least 
I and most of my friends here, were never consulted in that connection. 
All these things lead us to think that something is going on within 
Hie cloeed doors of the Hou’ble Minister’s office which may not be- 
suitable to our requirements so far as primary educmtioii is concerned. 
Sir, this primary education queetion has been before the public for- 
niioiie Hian a quarter of a century. I remember, 25 years ago when 
I was a yon^g boy, Mr. Ookhale — now dead — ^raised a discussion for 
the introduction of primaiy education in India. Since then we have 
had promises almost every year from Government and from men in 
anthiMty that the qnestioa of primary education would be taken up in 
right earnest. Bnt where do we stand today? Twen^-fivc years hare- 
passed a-aray and I find that Calcutta as well as the mn&Msal stands 
in theeama poaitian or rather the mufasaal has been in 4 worse condi* 
tion. A Bilk hns been drafted, and thrashed on Hie floor of the House- 
but nothing has rsimlted fkom ii. ' All these lead ns to think that 
something - nraat be wrong somewhere, that is why we* tonld' not make 
any pragraas. However bad the Bill may be, however worse it may 
have bsmr nude by the' Select Committee, as the Him ’hie Minister haa 
said, 1 nm of uflteioa ihat-it is not imposmbiror too late for tte to menct 
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it. With the help of our friends cooperating and by npans nf jndioioas 
amendments carefully drafted in this House' it is possible -to 

amend it and evolve out of it an Act which would materially hdp 
primary education in our country. We have waited laa^, so long, 
that our patience is exhausted. Hot only mysdl but many of our 
friends here and outside are particulariy anxious that no further time 
should be lost in enacting a Primary Education Act so that we ma^ 
really have free compulsory primary education all over our mother* 
land. These are the reasons for which I suggest that permission for 
the withdrawal of the BiH should be refused. 


Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: If I heard aright I 
understood the Hon’ble Minister in answer to a question asked by my 
friend Lt. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy on the 17th instant, to say that 
though he had consulted only certain members of this House in con- 
nection with the Primary Education Bill there was no reason to sup- 
pose that other members would not similarly be consulted. If this is 
the way in which he thinks he has kept his promise to consult other 
members of this House with reference to the Primary Education Bill 
before he took the decisive step, I am afraid he will not have much 
congratulation from this side of the House for keeping his word. 

The Hon’ble Minister has explained to the House why Government 
do not propose to go on with this Bill and the reasons have been per- 
fectly clearly stated: these are precise'ly the reasons for which I think 
that leave ought not to be granted by this House to withdraw the 
Bill. In common with Dr. Haridhan Dutt I agree that the Bill as 
amended by the Select Committee is not satisfactory in detail and if 
it comes for consideration before the House I shall be prepared to move 
a large number of amendments on details. But I think there are cme 
or two valuable principles which have been embodied in the Bill as 
amended by the Select Ckunmittee. One of the principles is that this 
Bill commite the l.egislature and the Government to a programme for 
introduction of free and compulsory primary' education within a limited 
time. That is a remarkable thing; it is, I think, very satisfactory. 
Whether 10 years is a reasonable limit to fix or whether it should be 
a Irmger period is immaterial, but if we are really in earnest about this 
matter of intn^uoing universal, free and compulsory primary edreca- 
tion in Bengal, if we really want that every man and woman be 
educated within a reasonable time, thm we ha.ve got to malm up our 
minds to fnme.a programme by which we shall achieve that end within 
a reasonable thlie. The settling of a prt^rramme may take some time; 
but the acceptance Of this principle is a most important princiide 
which has been introduced by the Bill. The n«st most inqportant prin- 
ciple introduced by the Select Committee is the oonstatution of, an 
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1^^ I rauftt my that I do aoi want to be undmtood to 
o|Aif»ri^ to tile actual const itution of the boanl as suggested by the 
Silict CVimmittee. 1 say that the principle should be that there should 
be an indipeudent liody erith the sole object of spreading primary 
odu^aiioit ia Bengal. I think that is the only practical way of dealing 
with this enormous problem. 


It has been said by the Hon ’hie Minister that there are constitu- 
tional difficulties in placing these important matters in the hands of 
a body which would he independent of the Minister and iudefiendent 
of the Jjegislature. I find that there is no sulistaiice in this argument 
and I do not think there is any siiit'erity liehind it. There is no con- 
stitutional bar to placing a specific Act of Oovernnwoit in the hands of 
a specrifio stuiutory liody; it is lieing done every day and with Uie 
progress of time this inefhod of entrusting sfiecial work to a s]>ec ial 
body is coming more and mure into vogue in western countries. In 
this country not very lc»ng ago a very important piece of work, a*hicli 
bears some analogy to the work now liefore the House, was entrusted 
to a special statutory IwhIv created for the purpose IwMuise it was 
thought hy (ioveriiinent that without such a stiitutory iMwly the 
Oovernmeiit were incapulde of carrying ou! the work with that 
single-mindedness whith was ne<'cssary to co|>e witli the work. And the 
result we see before us to-da>. When the Calcutta Iiiiprovenient 
Trust was created what was it but a .statutory liody entrusted with the 
work of draw'ing up a definite programiiie for the iiiiproveraent of 
Calcutta. And Ihk ause they had a Imard wdiich could give their single- 
minded attention to the work of iiiipro%’iiig Calcutta that this stupen- 
dous work C4mld l>e sui’cessfully done. That is a sort of work which 
could not have been done by Government or the Corporation. If one 
looks at the problem of universal primary educwiion one will find that 
this is also a stupendous problem; no amount of half-time work, no 
amount of occasional interest wdiich is all that a Minister might take 
in this important ptoblein will enable the Oovemment to complete it 
within half a century. What we want is a statutory body, provided 
with necessary^ funds, with the definite objec*t of spreading primary 
education amongst all inen and women in Bengal. With such a body 
only we may go on, but the ponderous raaehinery of Oovemment will 
move at a slow pace for ages to come without appreciably coming 
nearer the end. Therefore, I say that such a statutory body for the 
purpose of drawing up a definite programme for the ac^hievemeni of 
universal primary education within a fixed period of time and working 
cBi that programme is not only 4>crf<w?tly justifiable but that it is the 
oviy thing we can do to achieve that end. There is nothing very extra- 
ordinary in the idea of having a statutory body with funds guamnteefl 
for carrying on this work of primary educatum, for such statutory 
bodies already exist risewhere. The University of Dacca is given a 

41 
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statutory grant of Rs. 5} lakhs for carrying on a particular wm*k — 
work of education. Can it be said that it is very wrong in principle 
that the GoTernment which provides all the funds should have no 
control over the delails of University education at DaccaF Will it be 
reasonable and sensible to say that a statutory body which we took the 
greatest care to constitute should not have any power to deal with 
these funds to achieve the very object for which it has been framed 
without constant interference from the Secretariat? 

Besides this the Minister, — ^and I find that in this as well as in 
most of what he has said he has paraphrased Mr. McAIpin’s note — ^has 
given a democratic colouring to this olijection. It is said that we the 
representatives of the people will be deprived of all control over pri- 
mary education in this province. We are deprived of control over 
many things, and supposing we are deprived of all control over pri- 
mary education for the sake of eflBciency and it is entrusted to a 
special statutory body, a special statutory body constituted for the 
purpose it would be no great haimi. Besides it is a great error to say 
that this legislature will have no control over a statutory body thus 
constituted. The legislature is certainly competent at any moment to 
amend the law and bring the statutory body to its knees. That power 
the legislatuie always has and that power will enable it to exercise 
control in case there is great abuse of power. Subject to that I think 
that this work is more or less the work of specialists and we must see 
that these persons who are specialists in this work are not interfered 
with unnecessarily. 


3-46 p.m. 

The work is the work of primary education, and it should go on 
unhampered so long as that bcnly entrusted with the work does it pro* 
perly. If it fails to do it pro|>erly, the legislature can at any moment 
take away its powers. That is the way in which these statutory bodies 
should be cx>nvStitutecl. As a matter of fac^t, it has been found that it 
is the only way in which educational bodies of this sort should be con- 
trolled by the legisalture. The legis^lature is not the proper place 
where to discuss these educational questions; the proper place is a 
body which has specialised in the ways of education, although the 
constitution of the body as suggested by the select committee may net 
be desirable as has been said. If such a body abuses its powers, if it 
does not act properly, i.e., if it acts in such a way as to forfeit our 
confidence, the legislature will always have tbe power of control. The 
Hon’ble Miniate^ said that we cannot move cuts in the budget, but the 
moving of futfle cuts of Re. 1 is not the only way of controlling. 
There are far niorti' drastic methods of control, and those drastic 
methods are always at the disposal of the legislature. And except in 
cases of gross abuse, in which case only drastic steps should be takeii> 
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X ^im that, so far as the details of aduiiaiatration go^ such a body 
oi^ht to be made free from the control of the legislature and the Secre- 
tariikt. I think, therefore, that this principle is a most important atid 
valuable one. It is a principle upon the basis of which you can possibfy 
construct the e<lifice of universal and free primary education, which, 
I think, will now be recognise<1 as an inseparable part of ev^ry <*iviliaed 
administration, but which, neTcrtheless, is a thing which the Govern- 
ment of Bengal have so far )>een tardy in realising. If you want to 
place primary education on a sound l>a8is, the best way to do this is to 
entrust the work to a statutory’' body, which w’ill work in the same 
manner as the Calcutta Improvement Trust has worked. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Mr. President, Sir, the British non-officjal 
group approve of the withdraw^nl of the Bill. To begin with, we are 
strongly against a Central Board of the nature proposed in this Bill. 
The Board would be almost irremovable and we cannot see the use of 
having a Minister of Education, who draws we believe quite a consider- 
able salary, and then putting him in a pcmition subordinate to that of 
the Central Board. 

We are on the other hand in favour of an advisory l>ody which 
should in our opinion consist of experts and men who have devoted a 
great deal of their lives to education. Another obje<»tion to the Central 
Board is that it would have jKiwer over the District Bcuird. In my 
opinion, the latter lK>dy is far more suitable to be entrusted with power. 
The District Board should have and would have knowledge of local 
conditions which would t>e most useful in regard to the question of 
compulsion. That kjic»wledge might t)e overruled by a ruling fnini the 
Central Board, upon which the District Board will perhaps not be 
represented at all. 

We hope that the new Bill may l>e introduced as soon as possible 
and passed clause by clause upon the floor of this House. We are of 
the opinion that if the present Bill is retained, there is so much in it 
to be jettisoned that it will be a waste of time of members of this House 
to consider it. 

Blbu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
oppose the motion for withdrawal. Some of the grounds against 
withdraw! have already been covered by my hon’ble friend, Dr. Sen 
Gupta; One point which I want to emphasise is as regards the reason 
which has been urged for the withdrawal of the Bill, viz., that Govern- 
ment will not have sufficient control over the bodies which are to be 
created* ' 

Sir, we cannot overlook the fact that the proposed Government 
contribution under this Bill is vety small. Even in the first Bill, 
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which was introduced by Nawab Musharraf Hnssaiu in 1927, the Select 
Committee recommended that Government should at least spend Rs. 75 
lakhB annually towards the cost of the whole scheme which involved 
an expenditure of somethinipr like two crores and forty lakhs of rupees. 
Apparently that modest recommendation for a Government contribution 
of Bs. 75 lakhs annually has not been accepted by Government, as would 
appear from the Bill under discussion. From the Statement of 
Objec!ts and Reasons all the assurance that we get from Government is 
that the cost of the inspecting staff and of the training of teachers 
will be borne by Government. This altogether comes to something like 
Bs. 5 lakhs annually. We have the further assurance that the present 
grant of Bs. 27 lakhs per annum will be continued. Thus, the total 
Government contribution comes to about Bs. 32 lakhs out of a total 
estimated expenditure of Rs. 2 crores and 40 lakhs. 

If, Sir, the name of the immortal Gokhale has been invoked in this 
Council, it is bec^ause we are reminded that this great son of India 
lived, fought and died for the introtluction of primaiy education in 
this country. It is 16 yeai*s that he has left us, but he has left a 
glorious legacy for us, viz., the introduction of priinaiy education in 
this country, upon which alone can be based the economic*, social and 
the politi(*al progress of the land. According to the Bill which Gokhale 
introduced. Government were to have borne two-thirds of the cost, and 
the local bodies one-third. The Government of the day dissented from 
this proposal and they jii-oposed to wait for the time when they would 
be in a position t-o meet this expenditure. If I remember aright, the 
Government of Bengal, along with the other provincial Governments, 
were asked to give their views on the matter, and this Governmetit 
consented to carr>^ out the proposals w*hen funds would be forthcoming. 
Sir, W e are ver>^ anxious to see that primary edui*ation should be made 
both free and compulsory. Our anxiety is being now exploited and 
the people are asked to contribute one crore and thirty-three lakhs of 
rupees inst<ead of ouf^third of the total cost, as projwsed in Gokhale*s 

Bill. 

Sir, considering the smallness of Government contribution, they 
cannot claim to have complete control over the educational machinery, 
as was proposed in the original Bill. When that Bill went to the Se^lect 
Committee, there was this question of cost; and the proportion which 
each party was to bear was also considered. In fact, all the aspects 
of the question were considered by the Select Committee. I think, Sir, 
it does not lie in the mouth of the Hon’ble Minister to say that the 
Select Committee which was constituted represented only a particular 
set^tion or particular interest of this House. Considering the number of 
members constituting the Select Committee it must be said that it was 
a very representative body. As a matter of fact, the Select Committee 
was very anxious to bring all its talents to bear on the solution of this 
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qiMMitioii. This is also apparent from the fact that for the first time 
the intention to make primary education free and compulsory within a 
definite time was embodied in the Bill. The original proposal was very 
vague and indefinite, and according to that it might take centuries to 
fulfil the aim of having primary education free and compulsory. 

Then, Sir, there is another point, which we all should consider 
seriously. However representative the Ooverainent may be — and we do 
say that Government at present is not at all representative — even when 
the Government is most representative — should it lie the principle that 
once a Bill is introduced — in this particular case two Bills w*ere intro- 
duced in su<‘cession — if the Government do not agree with tlie recom- 
mendations of the Select Committee, the Bill should be dnipped or 
allow'ed to lapse, so that another Bill may be introduced, a neiv Select 
Committee formed and the question discussed over again P Should the 
Government, when they do not see eye to eye wuth the Select Coiiiinittee, 
bring forwanl a fresh Bill and fish for the cham*e of securing a dcudle 
Select Committee which would f<illow' in the wake of Governinent 
members? By such a course on the part of Government the 
House might be timl into submitting to any pmposals which are 
palatalile to Governinent lint which are against the real interests of the 
country. I subinit, Sir, this is a principle which should not be allowed 
to o|>erate within this House. It is on this principle also that we should 
oppose the withdrawal of the Bill. The Bill is there; the Select Com- 
mittee’s report is there. I^i^t the Bill be placed bef<ire tlie House for 
consideration clause by clause. If the Ilon’ble Minister-iiM^harge can 
convince this House by his reasonings that his views are sound, then 
wc shall have no hesitation in accepting them. 

Then, Sir, certain other asjiects have been dealt with by the previous 
speaker, and one of them was with regard to the constitution of the 
Central Board. We find that not only the constitution of the Ontral 
Boani but that of the District School Board has also been changed. 
So far as the District School Board is concerned, I consider that it haa 
lieen changed for the better, be<*aii.se we find that under tht^ Select 
Committee's projKisal more representative pe<iple wull find seats on the 
District School Board. With regard to the central Ixidy also we find 
that the Selec't Committee has proposed that both the universities 
should be represented on it- — a proposal which was not in the original 
Bill and which is a very sound one. 

Sir, I do not want to enter into any detailed examination of the other 
proposals of the Select Committee. It cannot be said that the Select 
Committee did not consider the question of having such men as caw 
deal with educational problems properly on the Central Board. So, I 
submit the report of the Select Committee cannot be thrown away 
ligh%. 
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Then, Sir, another point haa been mentioned, vie., that there have 
been aa many aa twenty-one diaaentient notes in the Select Committee’s 
report, but reading between the lines I find that only six members 
dissented on the question of control. The other notes of dissent were 
regarding details as to the apportionment of cost. So, it cannot be said 
that as regards the main principle of control there was yery much 
difference of opinion. Only the six Oovemment members were against 
the introduction of an element of popular control in the new educational 
machinery. I submit that this House, should, ‘instead of taking the 
chance of having another Bill introduced, which may luay not be 
passed, insist on the existing Bill being discussed clause by clause and 
come to a decision. That is the only way by which we can, expedite 
the introduction of primary education. Gokhale*s scheme was to have 
primary education made free and compulsorj^ within 20 years, and if 
his Bill had been passed into law at that time, we would have free and 
compulsory primary education in the country by this time. 

4 p.m. 

To-day there is no time to be lost in consideration of the fact that 
we are now crying for universal adult franchise, and it is within the 
range of practical politics that we shall get it. Therefore, it is 
imperative for us to make primary education free and compulsory so 
as to forestall these reforms. For these reasons, I oppose the with- 
drawal of the Bill. 

Babu tllTENORALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I have come reluctantly 
to the conclusion that I must oppose this motion for withdrawal of the 
Bill, It seems that, in this matter of universal primary education, 
Oovernment has ti’eated the Ijegislative Council in a most off-hand and 
cavalier itiauner. It is prepared lightheartedly to throw over the 
labours of two Selec^t Coniinittees. These committees, both of them, 
wei*e so large and representative that they might well be regarded as 
miniature Legislative Councils : and yet Oovernment is prepared to 
throw their labours overlioard without taking into confidence the 
members of this Council as regards the measures it proposes to adopt. 
For the enlightenment of the new' members of the House I shall very 
briefly recapitulate the history of the Bill. The Bill was first 
introduced on the 9th August, 1^8, and after a sharp discussion Ijmtjtig 
for two days it was entrusted to a Select Committee consisting of 32 
mesnbers. This Select Committee sat over the Bill for nearly three 
months and pre^ted a weIl<ionsidered report. No doubt the leport 
was burdened with any number of notes of dissent — I believe there wetu 
19 minutes of dissent In all — but the report was a valuable one all the 
same. And if the Bill could have been presented to the Council with 
the changes made by the Select Committee, I can almost guarantee thah 
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it ^Muld hkre x^eoeiyed the consent of the whole House. But an 
unwimted graieral election intervened and the Bill lapsed in conse* 
quence with the result that a new Bill was introduced on the 5th of 
August last. The Hon’ble Minister is incorrect in saying that the 
second Bill was based upon the report of the Select Committee on the 
first Bill. In one important respect it differed materially from the 
report of the first Select Committee. The first Select Committee had 
suggested that the proportion of cess should be 3 r 2 — 3 to be paid by 
the tenants i^nd 2 by the landlords. But Ooverniiieiit, in the excess 
of its generosity for the landlord, altered this ini}>ortant provision ; it 
changed the ratio from 3; 2 to 4 : 1; otherwise there would have been 
no necessity for a second Select Committee. An offer was made to 
Government on belialf of the majority groups of the House that, if the 
Government could see its way to change the proportion of the cess, 
there would be no necessity for a second Select Committee, and the Bill 
could be taken into consideration forthwith. But the Government, 
obstinate in folly and proof against experience, stuck to its pro{>osaI 
and thus 8hip*wre<*ked it^ own measure. The Bill was again referred 
to a Select Committee consisting this time of no less than 45 memliers, 
and to-day we have the report of that committee formally presented to 
us. Sir, I am free to confess that the Bill as altered by the Select 
Committee is altogether a bad Bill and some of its provisions are utterly 
and absoIutel.y objectionable. And here I am sorry to say that I am 
in total disagreement with what has been said by my friends Dr. Naresh 
Chandra Sen-Qupta and Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhur 3 ^ The 
administrative machineiy* provided by the second Select Committee is 
ia no sense a democ^ratic ImkIv. Simply because you eliminate Govern- 
ment cxmtrol, it does not follow that you substitute popular control. 
The Central Committee propose<l by the second Select Committee, the 
Primary Education Board as it is called, is an absolutely undemocratic 
body. You propose by your measure to hand over two crores of rupees 
and the entire control of primary education in Bengal to a body of 26 
persons, who, once elected, are responsible to nobody, neither to Oovem- 
ment, nor to the L^islative Council, nor to the people. Once elected, 
they become an autochthonous body, possessing considerable powers of 
misehief, and with no reserve of power in the Government to check or 
supervise their mischievous tendencies. The members who were respon- 
sible for the introduction of this feature in the Bill evidently cherished 
the principle that the districts are to pay and Calcutta to control. 
That is a principle from which I most emphatically disagree. The 
prineiple by which I am prepared to stand or fall is that in Primary 
Education the control must be, above everything else, in the District 
Education Boards. This principle has been given the go-by by the 
eeeond Select Committee, and in the place of the District Education 
Boards they have set up a Cmiral Board of their own constituted very 
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mucli after the pattern of the Syndicate of the Calcutta University, a 
body the constitution of which is nothing to be praised or admired. In 
the case of the Syndicate of the Calcutta University there is one 
safeguard — it is responsible to the Senate. But in the case of the 
Central Primary Education Board there is no responsibility anywhere. 
So far as this feature of the Bill is concerned, I totally differ from the 
report of the Select Committee, and I agree with the original proposals 
of the Oovernniant. 

But the administrative machinery is not the only feature of the Bill ; 
there is the question of finance as well. So far as finance is concerned, 
the Select Committee suggested that the proportion of the education 
cess should be 2 : 2, 2 to be paid by the landlord and 2 by the tenant. 
That, Kir, is an impi-ovement on the original Bill for which I am 
prepared to be grateful : but it is this, the most valuable feature of the 
report, which proves to be most obnoxious to the Goveimment who 
have apparently more love for the landlords than landlords themselves. 
The first Select Committee proposed a ratio of 3 : 2 ; but Government 
reverted to the original proposal of 4: 1. The second Select Committee 
proposed 2: 2; V»ut Government once again have meddled with the 
proportion and suggest an unsatisfactory compromise of 3^ : 1^. Sir, 
one cannot understand the reason for all this tinkering and pottering. 
Why this perpetual suspicion of the Select Committees of the liegisla- 
tive Council? Why cannot the Hon’ble Minister make up his mind 
and accept one valuable suggestion of the Select Committee? But the 
Minister probably thinks that it would result in the loss of Govem- 
mental prestige. If he does so, he is mistaken. And here I must 
further say that in his spee<'h to-day the Hon^ble Minister has failed 
to show any adequate grasp of the fundamental principles which must 
be incoriMirated in any satisfactory Bill for the spread of primary 
education. He ought to have known that there are four features upon 
which the Ijegislative Council is very keen. The first is that we want 
a statutory guarantee that Government should contribute one-third or 
one-fourth of the total expenditure incurred on account of primary 
education. That statutory guarantee w^e have not got; we did not 
even get a promise about it from the Hon’ble Minister, We want in 
the second place a decdamtion that primary education must be made 
free and compulsory within a limited period of time. That declaration 
too we have not got, nor even the remotest promise of any such 
declaration. Thirdly, there is the principle to which I was referring 
only lately, vi»., that the control of primary education, as far as 
possible and sub|ect to a needful minimum of supemasion by the local 
Government, should be^ not in the hands of a self-elected Central Eduea* 
tion Board, but in the hands of the District Education Boards. Lastly, 
we want that the proportion of the education cess should be so adjusted 
as not to add to the burden of the poor tenantry of Bengal. These are 
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the four features by which, I am sure, a largr^ majority of the members 
of this House would stand if the Hon^ble Minister could have assured 
us that these principles would be embodied in the Bill which he wantedi 
to bring. But his proceedings throughout the matter hove been alto- 
gether wrong and on wi*ong lines. He has never cared to take the 
whole House into his confidence. He has invited groups of membera 
to private dinners or lunches and has discussed certain features of the 
Bill with them. But the House itself has never been taken into confi- 
dence by him nor has he given us any assurance that he would observe 
the principles I have mentioned, (consequently, there is no other 
alternative but to object and objt^ct strmigly to the motion that he 
has made. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN-CUPTA; On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir, I never said that I agree with the c^onstitution of the 
Board. I only said that I agree with the principle of a Board. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I wish to say a few words in 
opposing the motion for withdrawal of the rejK)rt of the Select ('oiu- 
niittee by the Hon’hle Minister. Sir, it has bt^en said that tlie Bill, aa 
amended by the Select Committee, is not acceptable to Govemiuent, 
and that there are provisions which the Government can under no 
circumstances agree to. I feel the position of (b)verninent ; it is very 
difficult for Government to accept many of the provisions. But the 
question is whether there is anything in the report of the Select 
Committee which necessitates the urithdrawal of the Bill. (Jannot the 
Bill be inipmved on the floor of this House by means of araendmentii 
proposed by (Joverninent? So far as we are concerned we can give 
an assurance that we shall go as far as possible w*ith the Government 
by way of removing those obje<*tionable features. Many of the mem- 
bers of the House have referi-ed to a conference which was held some 
time ago in which this Bill was discussed and considered. I may say. 
Sir, that the Government has not been pleased even to respect the 
wishes of that conference. As everybody knows, the ratio recommended 
by the conference was 3 pice for the landlords and 2 pice for the 
tenants. Now, we are told by the Hon'ble Minister that in the new 
Bill proposed to be introduced the ratio will l>e pice for the tenants 
and IJ pice for the landlords. As belonging to the Praja Party and 
representing people, who are mostly tenants, we cannot abandon a Bill 
which provides 2 pice for the tenants in favour of one which wilt 
provide pice for the tenants. If we do so, we shall be answerable 
to our eonetituencies and we shall not be able to give a satisfactory 
answer to them. It has also been explained by several members of this 
House that they will also be agreeable to make the Bill acceptable to 
€k>verniiient as far as practicable. Even with this assurance if Govern- 
ment persists in its attitude for withdrawing the Bill, one may be 
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laxcused if, one entortaixui a auftpicion tbat Gtivenmiaiit is not rsally 
filing to go on with the proposal for introducing free primary educa* 
*tion in this province. I hope that, if this motion is lost. Government 
will not take steps which will be construed by the people as jeopardising 
the cause of primary education. If the motion is carried, well and 
•good. If lost, I hope Government will think twice before it chooses to 
drop the Bill altogether. 

446 p.m. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEEs Sir, it has struck me, as I was listening 
to the Hon’ble Minister, that the grounds on which he suggested with* 
drawal of this Bill, as amended by the Select Committee, are absolutely 
irrelevant. His point, as far as one could gather from the language 
in which he condemned the work of the Select Committee, is that 
because what the Select Committee has done has not the official 
Approval — approval of those officials who have appended various notes 
of dissent to the report of the Select Committee, therefore, this Bill, 
AS amended by the Select Committee, should go. The Honble Minister 
has not given us a single argument which, as several gentlemen have 
pointed out, is outside the arguments used against this Bill by the 
various Government Members; but I submit, Sir, it is going against 
the fundamental principles of the Reforms Act itself. If anybody is 
io tell us in this House that such and such a thing should not be done 
in the transferred departments because Government officials do not 
Approve of such and such things, then, I would say. Sir, it is 
ridiculous that anybody should tell us, the representatives of Bengal 
•sent to this place, that in these transferred departments where 
Parliamentary practice has been initiated by the Government of India 
Act, any considc^ratioii is to weigh at all in favour of such proposed with- 
drawal of a Bill on the mere ground that certain members of the Indian 
Civil Service have not approved of it. It has nothing to do with it. 
Tf it were a department concerned with the maintenance of law and 
order, or a department concerned with the administration of jails and 
AO forth— departments in which we have not been given the right of 
oontrol over proceedings on the ground that we, being new to demo- 
4cracy, should not be given the right of control therein, and 
that we should be given the right of control only in such departments 
where mistakes made by us would not lead to irretrievable disaster, 
whereas mistakes made by ns in those other departments would lead 
to jaoh disaetersi JE could understand that. That was the whole reason 
why diawdiy was introduced in order to initiate people into demoeraey ; 
tlw first thing necessai;^ was to give them absolutely real Parliamentary 
Aontrol over the management of those subjects where they might have 
the privilege of making mista ke s 
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Hr* PRESIDENT: Order, order. Before I allow Mr. Chatterjee to 
labrar that point any further I should like him to say as to who said 
tliat the Bill has got to be withdrawn because a few members of the 
Civil Service have taken exception to itP 

Ilf. E. C. CHATTERJEE: I found it in the utterance of the Hon’ble 
Minister tonlay. (Cries of ‘*No. No”.) I have heard him say so. 

Sir, all the reasons that the Hon’ble Minister has given us to-day 
are reasons which are to l>e found in the various notes of dissent which 
are appended to the Select Committee\s report by the various officials. 
(Here, here.) He has merely given us a repn>duction of those objec- 
tions in his own language — and sometitnes baldly in his own language. 
Therefore, it is an open fact — an open secret — that the Hon*ble 
Minister, who is new to the work, has had nq part in the franiitig either 
of the Bill or of the report of the Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chatterjee, may I ask you not to labour that 
point any further because I did not hear the Hon’ble Minister to say 
anything which may lead one to appropriately raise the question as to 
whether officials have or have not interfered in the way you are sug- 
gesting they have done. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: I am afraid my point is that the only 
question liefore us is this : here is a Bill connected with the transferred 
department which is under our control. That Bill has been subjected 
to scrutiny by a number of men appointed by this House as members 
of the Select Committee. They have reported on it and we are now to 
go into it, clause b\^ clause and see which clause is right and which 
clause is wrong. How could the Hon^ble Minister ask in all seriousness 
for leave to withdraw the Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. May I point out that the rules 
provide that the member-in-chaige of a Bill, no matter whether he 
happens to be an official or a non-official, can withdraw it at any stage. 
It may be that the Hon'ble Minister is exercising that right in this 
particular case. Tou had better not insinuate that he is doing so 
because his judgment is influenced by a few members of the Indian 
Civil Service, The Hon'ble Minister can righlly protest against your 
assertion that he said so. He never did. 

Mf. B. e. OHATTBRJEBl I am aware. Sir, of that and I thank 
yon that for reminding us he never said so. But the fact is that when 
one finds^that the principal reasons given by the Hmi^ble Minister 
absolnidy coincide with the reaeons given by the oflScials who have 
appended their notes of dissent to the report of the Select Cominittest^ 
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may one not be allowed to infer that he deriyed hie illumination for 
the reasons with which he has introduced his motion to-day from the 
report of the various dissentient members of the Service P 

Mfi PRESIDENT* I would advise you not to labour that point. 
You may rest assured that if I find that any attempt is being made to 
infringe the rights of this House, I shall be the first person to defend 
and pn)tect those rights. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE* I am thankful to you, Sir, for the 
assurance that you have given us. My point before the House is that 
a Bill has been sent to the Select Committee and the Select Committee 
has made its report. What is the only next step that is possible for us 
to take? The only next step for us to take is to take the Bill into 
consideration and see how much of it we approve of and how much we 
disapprove of and then hammer the Bill into law, clause by clause. I 
submit, therefore, that no other consideration can possibly arise to 
influence us in respect of our judgment in regard to the report of the 
Select Committee. It was time that we, the people, were given some 
chance of even making some mistakes. We do not claim all the 
quintessence of wisdom, and we, "who are inexperienced in democracy, 
may make mistakes, very pn)bably we shall make mistakes, but we 
want to make mistakes l>ecause we can only learn by making mistakes. 
If somebody were to tell us: “You leave your conscience to our 
guidance, we shall do what we think proper,” we shall emphatically 
protest against that attitude. I may also tell them that the history 
of education that we have had so long from official sources does incline 
us to view with favour the initiation of a new educational policy, 
which shall not come from official soun*es but should be left to popular 
initiation and popular direction. We know that, for a number of years, 
wo had been educated by officials and what was the education we were 
given? We were taught English very badly and we wrote English 

very badly, and in the meantime we managed to forget our own 

language. Aiid then the people who taught us to write and spei^c 
English very badly turned round and said : “You cannot speak good 
English and you write ridiculous English.” That in effect sums up 

the education we have had from official sources. If we look to the 

history of modem Bengal we see that it was not until education was 
freed from official control that we Bengalis were capable of undertaking 
work of an original character and significance, of a different outlook 
and orientation^, which drew the attention of the whole world to the 
fact that we wem doing something. It is for that reason that education 
has got to be free, W a great extent, from official control. That being 
the history of our education in Bengal, may I not ask this House to 
insist on the point that the education that it is going to provide for 
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mm. pM>ple, namely, primary educntion, sball be the work of this 
Hmtte and not the work of anybody of official experts who may or 
may not like itP 


MAC! Sir. after the confeosion of Mr. Chatterjee 
that they shall make mistakes, I do not want to refer to his i»i*takea 
at all. I believe the Hoii’ble Minister has done very well by pr*i- 
posing to withdraw this Bill and he has done so not on the strength 
of the notes of dissent by the officials but if Mr. Chatterjee and others 
had looked through the notes of dissent offered by non-official members, 
they would have l)een convinced that notM>dy wanted to have anj 
credit for this Bill. One memiter says: “I do not appr«>ve of the 
constitution and fun»'tion of the Primary Education Board of Bengal 
ns constituted by the Select Committee.” Another member says: 
“I sign the report subje<'t to the reservation that I do not recom- 
mend that the Bill as amended be passed by the Council”; and so 
on and so forth. The leader of the Praja Party stiys : “We are in 
general agreement with the trend of amendments proposed by tho 
Select Committee, hut we feel that there are imp<»rtant questions of 
principle invulve<l in the proposed con.stitution of the J’rimary Educa- 
tion Board ajid the District Council of Primary Kduc*ntion which 
do not commend theni.«elves to us.” Then, one of the leaders of the 
People 8 Party says : “I regret that I am again unable to agree 
with some of the main principles on which the proposed legislation 
is based.” 

I would not have thought very much of any one who would have 
supported the Bill on the face of such opposition from the members 
of the Council. The Sele<*t (^rmmittee deserved the treatment that 
it has got from the members, for evcryboily knows that when that 
Select Committee was constituted, it was a one-sided committee con- 
stituted, leaving out many important repre.sentative«, the minorities 
were altogether ignored, except the Muhaininadan minority all other 
minorities were alrsolutely ignored. I do n«>t know, Sir. what the 
purpose was, but whatever may have been the purpose it has lieen 
frustrated by the honest metnbers of the Select Committee who did 
not accept the principles of the Bill as amended by the Select Com- 
mittee. I therefore 

Dr. NARBtN CHUNOER SEN CUPTAl I rise. Sir, on a point 
of order. Is the speaker in order in insinuating that the other members 
of the Select Committee were dishonest? 

Ml* PRESIDENT! I do not think that there was any such insinim- 
Mon. 
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Tbs Rsv. B. A. NAG: I therefore fully eupport the Hou’ble 
Minister’s proposal to withdraw the Bill, and that would serve 
another purpose. . Though this is an official note, Mr, Dash says: 
do Jiot accept the decision of the Select Committee that the Bill has 
not been so altered as to require republication.” Everybody admits 
that the Bill has been terribly altered by the Select Committee and 
everylmdy would, thei-efore, wish that it were published for eliciting 
public opinion on the Bill as amended by the Select Committee. 
As it has not been accepted the best thing that can be done to the 
Bill is to hur>' it and present a new Bill. The Hon’ble Minister has 
promised to present his Bill at the next session. He could not do it 
earlier and we lose nothing b^' waiting till then. I hope, therefore, 
that we shall accept the Hon’ble Minister’s proposal. 

(At 4«35 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-46 p.m.) 


Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I beg to move that 
the question be now put. 

fdr. PRESIDENT (addressing Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai) : Tou 
are m possession of the House. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI • I do not want to speak. 

On the closure (luestion being put, a division was taken with the 
following result: — 


AYES. 


Miiisd, MauHrl aaaintveein. 

All, MaMlvi Hasten. 

Salitli, Maulvi Sysa Majia. 

Sanaril, Mr. a. 

SannsrjM, Saini AHaairalal. 

Sasii, Sabu Jatlndra Nath. 

SasM Nr. Nartnera Kumar. 

Saat, Mr. •. M. 

Sural, Mahtt Sahul OhanU. 

Ohattarisa, Mr. B. 0. 

OhauUhurl, Sabu Klshart Mahan. 
OhauUhuri, Khan Sahabur Maulvi Mhnui- 
taman. 

ehaubhury, Maulvi Nural Absar. 

Dull, Kai Bahabur Dr. Haribhan. 
Kastullah, Maulvi Muhammab. 

Oaanha, Sal Sahabur Sabribaa. 

Suha, Babu brafalla Kumar. 

Nahini, Maulvi Abbul. 

M a s h a m y, Maulvi Bytb iatalubbia. 

Naeua, Kail Bmbabul. 

M a s tain, Maulvi Muha mm ab. 

Karim, Maulvi Abbul. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamisubblii.' 


Lai Muhammab, Hajl. 

Main, Mr. R. 

MaClutkit, Mr. E. T. 

Mitra, Uabu Sarat Chanbra. 

Maahtriaa, Mr. ayamapraaab. 

Muhharji, Rai Bahabur Batiah Ohanbra. 
babbar, bath Nunuuian Rratab. 

Rahatm, Mr. A. 

Rai Mahasai, Muniubra Oah. 

Ruy Chavrbhury, Babu iatith Chaubra. 
Raut, Bahu Haaani. 

Ray, Bahu Harihanaa. 

Ray, Babu batyt n b ra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. BiJay Rraaab tiBBh. 

Ray, Mr. ballatuar bhigh. 

Ray, Mr. barat Kumar. 

Ray Ch au bhuH , Babu Ham Sbanbra. 
ba h a n a, Babu aatya Kluhar. 

Baraar,. Or. Sir Nilrutau. 

Bau OuRta, Or. Naratb Cbaubra. 
bbah, Maulvi Abbul Ham ib. 
at NaMHpu^*^**^ ObuptnbiB NBvuymb 
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■■liwi, M talilli Pan^liafiaii. 

Cwtlll, Mr. A. 

ClHMiilHiri. Kluifi Baliatfi'r Maulvi Haftiyr 
ftyhiwwi 

eiMvMAMryt Maji tMi Aiiiiiad. 

CiMKiAAury, Mauivi Abdvl Ohani. 

Olarli» Mr. I. A. 

Oaaa W f Mr. D. <f. 

C aa p tr^ Mr. G. Q. 

Oaln, Mr. G* II. 

Oat, MaGa Satyandra Kumar. 

Oatli» Mr. A. d. 

Caatan, Mr. Q. A. 

CMtufJi, Maulai Nur Rahaiaii Klian. 
Faraoalf tiia Han'tola Khan Gahadur 
K. O. M. 

FarraataTf Mr. J. Campball. 

Ganawli. Kai tahih tyail Kumar. 
Ohutnavl, Ilia Han'hia AlhadJ Sir 
Abdalharlm. 

Oardaui Mr. A. D. 

Oidia, Mr. F. N. 

Oumar, Mr. C. W. 

Hahihullah, Naarab Kharaja. 

Hanua« Khan Mahadur Maulai Ailiul. 

Nam Mr. G. F. 

Masatn, Naarah Muthamili Khan Gahadur. 
Nuaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Inaahi Mr. 4. 


Kaaamt Mauhri Ahul. 

Khan, Khan Gahih Maulai Muaiiam All. 
Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. G. 

Marr, tha Nan*hla Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Han'Ma Glr Fraaaah Ghundarr 
Maharly, tha Han hia Mr. A. N. 
Mtthhapadhaya, Ral tahih tarat Ghandra* 
MuNlalt, Mr. Mttkunda Gahary. 

Nag, Raaarand G. A. 

Naiimuddin, tha Nan*hla Mr. Khwaja. 
Finnall, Mr. L. O. 

Frantlaa, Mr. W. O. M 
Rahman, Mr. Av F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Ahdur* 

Ray, Gabu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Nan'bla Kumar Ihlb thahhari^ 
aawar. 

Rata, Mr. 0. F. 

Ruahfarth, Mr. F. V. 

•arhar, Sir Jadunath. 
gan, Mr. 4. M. 

•taplatan, Mr. N. K. 
itaan, LL*GaL M. G. 
gtaaant, Mr. N. G. G. 

Thampaan, Mr. W* N. 

Traaara, Mr. W. L. 

Tarynam, Mr. M. 4. 


The Ayes being 46 and the Noes 53, the motion was lost. 

The Hon’ble the President then called upon the Hon’ble Mr.. 
EInvaja Nazitnuddin to sfieak. 


Mr. P. N. CUHA: Does that mean that we shall not be alloweJ 
to speak hereafter. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Is the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimnddin going 
to speak by way of reply? Has he any objei*tion to Mr. P. N. OuhM 
speaking now? 

The Hofi’biG Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

a 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir, I have had the privilege of serving on both 
the Select Committees of this Hill and I am constrained to think 
that the majority of the members of this House are beating about 
the bush with regard to this particular measure. The real fact is- 
that many of them are not willing to .see this Bill through the House 
just now, but for obvious reasons they are not speaking out their 
mind. I am not ashamed to confes>i that I do not want the Bill to 
be passed ^into law at the present moment. The Meston Award is 
bound to go along with the new constitution that will be ushered 
into existence, in a couple of years' time and I hope that our finan- 
eiil conditioB will then be improved greatly. In that case we may 
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Aot have to tax ourselves to the extent as indicated in the present 
Bill. This, Sir, is the reason why I have, from the very beginning, 
opposed the introduction of the measure in haste. If the primary 
oducation could have waited for 200 years of the British Rule, there 
is no reason why it cannot wait a couple of years more. 

Sir, a c.areful student of Bengal politics can have no doubt that 
•the different groups in this Council have been moving with different 
motives in connection with the Rural Primary Education Bill. The 
representatives of the raiyats have been thinking of securing the 
advantages of the free primary education by paying as little as 
possible and the zamindars on their part have been trying to avoid 
the burden of taxation as much as possible. The real difficulty, so 
far as I can see, will he with the middle class people of Bengal who 
are neither zaniindars nor raiyats ip the true sense of the word. 
Most of these i>eople are tenure-holders under the zamindars and 
they are the people who realize rents directly from the raiyats or the 
cultivabirs of the soil. The zamindars will have no difficulty in 
realizing the amount fiom the tenure-holders under them, but the 
task of the talukdars and patnidars to realise the fax from the raiyats 
will lie a hard one. The middle class will therefore suffer most and 

one of them I have been opposing the Bill from the very beginning. 

Turning to the Bill itself, I hope my friend Mr. Jitendralal 
Bannerjee will War me out when I assert that the idea of the Central 
Committee was mine. I have always maintained and I do so even 
now that the people of the province should have a definite voice in 
deciding the nature of education which their children should have 
and that was the reason why I advocated the establishment of a non- 
official Central Committee. My intention had always been to give 
some powers to the Central Committee, but it was at the instance of 
my friend. Mi. Bannerjee, that the first Select Committee made it 
an advisory one. The second Select Committee made a drastic change. 
This I did not like, as will lie apparent from 'the note of dissent that 
I wrote. J was in favour of a Committee, but 1 opposed its constitu- 
tion as carried in the second Sele<<t Committee. The idea of keeping 
the Minister in charge of the |iortfolio of Education, who by the way 
is our representative in the Government, alisolutely out of the whole 
show was repugnant to my feelings, but I was defeated in the Com- 
mittee. I wanted to have a small committee with the Minister as 
ita President. 

Sir, in the Select Committee I was indeed pained to find that the 
majority of :^e members were inclined to exact as much power as 
possible from the Government as if it was a fight between the Oovern. 
ment on one side and the people who will never have anything to 
4o with the Government on the other. I have clearly mentioned in 
my note of dissent that it was a short-mghted policy. At the present 
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jQOiiiiieiit educ4itioii is indirectly conirdiled by us, but I have not the 
sl%liteBt besitation in aiisertini;r that in a couple of years' time the 
eitliie policy of education will be controlled by the representattves 
of die people. The present Bill, as has been rightly obsenred by 
Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, h a bad one and I have my doubts as to 
the possibility of improving it by discussing it on the floor of the 
House. There are so many complications, so many novel features 
in the Bill, that its charncter has been changed completely, and I 
feel that it is impossible for the Government to run it. 

Sir, I do not believe that the present Bill can be so changed as 
to make it useful for the country and 1 think that the Government 
has lieen well adviscsi in decnding to withdraw it. We the members 
of the Selwt (^oiiimittee took exception to the very title of the Bill. 
There is not a word alxmt compulsion anywhere and the Bill cannot 
operate in the urban areas. These are defects which should l>e 
removed. Sir, the Hon’lde Minister has promised to bring in a Bill 
at the next session of the Council provided the present one is allowetl 
to be withdrawn, I am quite prepared to support the motion of 
withdrawal but 1 will do so with a request to the Minister not to be 
in haste. I^et him wait till 19*12. Bengal will not l>e uprooted and 
thrown into the waters of ilie bay if the I^rimary Kducaiioii Bill 
waits for a couple of years more, liet us see where we stand. Let 
us see if we can manage affairs without taxing the people so heavily. 

Mr* C* R* OAINS We have here for the first tiint* the extraordinary 
spectacle of Mr. J. J,i. Biinnerjee agreeing with the Government that 
the Bill w.'is bad. With such agreement of opinion I think that 
the Bill must lie bad. When an iriesistible force meets the immove« 
able mass on the common ground of the Bill as amended by the 
Select Committee, I submit that it has been destroyed and shattered 
to bits. The Hon’ble Minister has told us that the quickest way to 
get some form of primary education is to withdraw the Bill as amend* 
ed by the Select Committee. I submit that this question of intro- 
ducing primarv education among the pcxir of Bengal is of vast import* 
ance. From the other side of the House we have on several occadons 
beard demands for it on behalf of the teeming millions of Bengal. 

I am speaking from my personal experience on the East Indian Railway 
and can say that we were faced a-itb the ttu'i that it is impossible 
to promote men from the lower clas^sea becrause they lacked any form 
of educ.ation. I arill just take one example — the case of the engine 
drivers. They start as cleaners, being wholly illiterate and it is 
found, by the time they are fit to be drivers, impossible to promote 
them becalise they are illiterate. Then we created small vernacular 
ecbocds to teach them just enough to read tbe iimings. Many of them 
become very drivers, but here again we have to face the fact 
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tliat they lack the amount of primary education and this reacts against 
them in their appointments as assistant foremen. I helieve that the 
great difBculty felt in ‘ building up the foreman class in this ccmntry 
is due to the 'fact that the people are lacking in primary education. 
Many a good hand in the job thoroughly lack education and cannot 
thus prove their usefulness and eventually becoine successful foreinen. 
I hold that the foreman class forms the backbone of any industry. At 
Home in any large industry of any sort it is this foreman class which 
is the real steel frame-work of the machine, just as a non-commis- 
sioned officer is the backbone of a i*egiment. I appeal to the House 
to sink all differences in one endeavour to make some sort of start 
for primary education with the utmost despatch possible. I have 
already said that the Hon’ble Minister has assured us that the quick- 
est way of doing that is to withdraw this Bill and 1 think permission 
to do so should not be refused. 


Tliu Hoffbla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I am very glad io 
find that Dr. Haridhan Dutt is anxious that a Primaiy’ Education Bill 
should be enacted into law as soon as j>ossible. He also agrees with 
me that the tepori of the Select Committee is not satisfactory and he 
complains that no assuraiu’e has been given by me as regards the time 
when 1 would intrckluce another ’ Bill. I would like to make it quite 
clear to the House that us soon as permission is given me to withdraw 
this Bill another Bill will be published in the (Calcutta Gazette under 
section 47 of the Legislative Council Manual within the next week or the 
week after. So the question as to a probable date of introduction of 
a Bill may be left out of consideration, because, according to section 
47, publication in the Gasseite has practn'ully the same effect as intro- 
duction into the Council, so far us Governnient Bills are concemcHl. 

Dr. N. C. Sen Gupta has based his whole argument in the supposi- 
tion that the Board will be something quite different from the Board 
that has bton recommended by the Select Committee. It is quite pos- 
sible that if we could get a Board like the Board of Education in England 
the powers that are proposed to be given to the Board in the Bill may 
be acceptable to Government, but as things stand at present, it is 
inconceivable that we can have any board which will receive the 
approval of Dr. N. C. Sen Gupta, vis., a board composed of educational 
experts and men prepared to devote their whole time to the advance- 
ment of primary educafion. It is not practical politico; it may be 
theoretically so, but practically it w very difficult, owing to the various 
intei^sts that h|^ve got to be safeguarded, it is almost' impossible to 
hav^ a'boanl like the one desired by Dr. N. C. Sen Oupta. Therefore 
his arghiiiehts in Avour of the report of the Select Committee, 1 believe, 
All* to the gr6und. 
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Jtfr. Satisb Chandra Raj Chowdhury has laid grMt stress upon 
jpN^ that a sttm of ,Bs. 75 lakhs should be . contributed by QcTejpn** 
iMnt» and that until that is done Primary Bill sbpnld.«||ot 

be introduced. Sir, it is an admitteil fact^ a fact well known to ,.eTery- 
bodji 


Mr. tATItH GHAMDflA RAY ONOWQHMRY: I rise on a pomt 
of liorsonal explanation. I did not exactly say that ,Bs. 76 lakhs 
should l>e contributed by Government and that until that; was done^ 
no Primary Education Bill should be introduced. . What T wauted 
to emphasise is that Government is not paying: the pi|>er to the extant 
they are expected to pay. Even Mr. Gokhale exi>c<*ted Uovemtnent 
to do 


r.Mr^ RRCtfOftllT: That will do, Mr, Hay CKowdliury. 


MofiHlIaiMra KUWAdA MAZIMyBDINs Sir, the gist of what 
Mr. Uay Cliowdhury said is that Government sliould make some con* 
tribiition, othei-wise they are not entitled to any control over primaiy^ 
education. It is an admitted fact • that Govemmeiit at the present 
moment cannot sfutre more than what they are cimtri bit ting to primary 
education. If it is contended that until Government is in a pcisition 
to contribute more, no Hill should be brought forward, then I say 
that primary education will have to wait a very long time indeed. 
On the other hand the control of primary education, he says, should 
not be in the hands of Government bec^ause Government is not con- 
tributing uiiything. I claim that the contribution is by the public 
and the legislature is the representative of the public and it is the 
only lK)dy which is entitled to control primary education and it can 
only do so by means of the Minister of Education and the Depart- 
ment of Education. Any other statutory bcnly composed of pmn 
elected fnnn district lioards or District Schcxd Boards will not repre- 
sent the public, and the only way to grant representiition to those 
who pay an education cess will lie by means of members of the T/egis- 
lative Council who are the accredited representatives of the public. 

I now i‘oiiie to Mr. J. h. Bannerjee. I find that the position he 
has taken up is full of contradictions. He is very much in favour 
of a Primary Education Bill. He wants it to be introduced and to 
be enacted into law as soon as possible. This is as it should .be, 
because he represents the prajat in the Council who will chiefly he 
benefited by the Bill. Bui he said that there are four conditions 
precedent before he will support a Bill. First, he wants a guarantee 
that at least one-third or one-fourth of the total amount will be oon- 
trjybuted .by Government. I have already pointed out to the Council 
that it is asking for the impossible and that at the present ndoment 
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the Government of Bengal cannot contribute anything like one^third 
mr one-fourth. This condition of his tantamounts to saying that he 
does not want a Bill to be introduced now but wants it to be delayed. 
His second condition is that there should be free compulsory primary 
education within a reasonable time. Under the scheme we have sub- 
mitted in the Bill — if things go according to plan — in 7 years' time, 
as far as boys are concerned, there will be free compulsory primary 
education thi-oughout the province of Bengal. His third condition 
is that District School Boards should have control over primary 
education. In the Bill we are going to publish we have placed as 
far as possible control in the hands of the District School Boards, 
subject to the approval of Government, and I think the provision 
should meet with his approval. Then he says that the cess should 
be so adjusted as not to be a burden on the people of Bengal, and 
he has also taken strong exception to the fact that the contribution 
of the tenants instead of being 2 is going to be 3^. Now, Sir, I ask 
him a plain question— whether on behalf of tenants he is prepared 
to throw a Bil* overboard simply Wause the tenants are being asked 
to pay a pice and a half more. I say, Sir, that the Bill is of vital 
importance to the people of Bengal. It touches not only the tenants 
of Bengal or the prajas of Bengal but it touches the people of the 
whole of Bengal and the question is of so vitally importance that 
one pice this way and half pice the other way should make no differ- 
ence. 

Dr. Haridijan Dutt said that the people of India are asking for 
primary education for more than 25 years. If that is so, it is high 
time that their demand should lie given effect to, and when an oppor- 
tunity is given to do so, techni<*al objections should not be raised to 
prevent a Bill from being passed. 

6-15 p.m. 

Sir, I will now refer to the speecrh of Mr. B. C. Chatterjee. I do 
not think as far as his speech in the Ck>uncil to-day is concerned, 
we should take him seriously. He was bold enough to say that he 
should lie allowed to make mistakes with a crore and forty lakhs of 
rupees. 

Sir, some members have said that the Bill should be allowed to 
be amended by means of amendments, and that they are prepared 
to support Government on those amendments. One cannot go through 
this Bill without realising that it is impossible to change it by means 
of amandmenis moved in this House. Theoretically, it may be so; 
but practically, erh^n we will tackle the problem, it will be found 
to be very difficult. And T am afraid tbat in the end when we have 
completed our labours we shall ffnd that the Bill has been so cbanged 
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tkiit it will not bo arooptable to the House, and so we will have to 
difop the Bill altogether. I, therefore, feel that the quickest, emsiostr 
and simplest method of enacting this Bill into law ig to give pei^ 
mission to withdraw it and allow Oovernitient to introduce another 
Bill which can be taken up in the July session, considered clause by 
clause immediately and enacted into law during the session. I submit 
that this is the easiest, simplest and quickest method of dealing wiill 
this question, and I hope that members of this Hous«» will agree to 
the withdrawal of the Bill. (Cheers.) 


The motion that the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill, 1929, 
as reported by the Select Committee, be withdrawn was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


asl, Mr. Sarat CSandra. 

•aniia, Rai SaSib eanabanan. 

CatMlls, Mr. A. 

Cbautfbiirl, Kbati Babatfer Maebrl Nabsur 

Cbaardbiiry, Mauivi Abifiil Qbani. 

Clarb, Mr. I. A. 

CabMi, Mr. O. 4. 

CaafMT, Mr. 6. 0. 

Dain, Mr. B. R. 

Saab, Mr. A. <1. 

Saaaen, Mr. B. A. 

Buaiffli, Maeivi Niir Rabinan Kban. 
raraeiil, tba Naii*Ma Kbas BabaSitr 
K. a M. 

raneatar, Mr. J. Campball. 

QaiiBBil- Rei Sahib Snail ICBfiiar. 

Qbaab, Mr. M. C. 

GbmMivIt tb# Hab*blt AlbsSJ Sir 
AbBalbariiii. 

S a rS a w , Mr. A. D. 

Gama, Mr. r. N. 

Sumar, Mr. II. W. 

MablbMlIali, Nawab Kbwala. 

NaBB. mr. s. e. 

MaaBln, NBarBb Miiabamif, Rban Bahadur. 
NiMtaiB, Mauivi LaUfat. 

Ifitali, Mr. J. 


Kaaam, Maulvt Abul. 

Kban, Kban Sahib Maulai Muauam All. 
Kban, Mr. Rataur Rahman 
Marr, tba Nan'Ma Mr. A. 

Millar, iba Nan'bla Sir bravatb Cbu ndtr. 
Mabarly, tba Nan*bla Mr. A. N« 

MuNlab, Mr. Mubimda Babary. 

Has. Ravarand B. A. 

Natimiiddib, tba Han’bit Mr. Kbarala. 
einnall, Mr. L. B. 
erabliaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. f. 

Ray, Babtt Nagafidra Narayan. 

Ray, Iba Nan*IMa Kumar Sbib iliakbBr* 
aawar. 

Raaa, Mr. O. F. 

Ray, Babu Jllandra Naib. 

Ruabfartb, Mr. r. V. 

Sarbar, Sir dadunaib. 

San, Mr. 4, M. 

Sla^alan, Mr. N. E. 

Subrawardy, Mr. H. •« 

Slaan, Ll.-€al. N. B. 

•lavana, Mr. M. S. B. 

Tb a mp aan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W« L. 

Tarynam, Mr. N. 4b 


NOES. 


AH, Mauivi NaaMUi. 

BBbali, Mauivi tyad Majid. 
Banarji, Mr. R. 



raafttSab, Mauivi M u b aai Bi s d, 

Baawha, Ral Bahadur BadrldBa. 

Suba, BBbu Brafuila Kumar. 

Nabim* Mauivi Abdul. 

Haabamy, Mauivi Syad dalBluddifi. 
Naeua, Kban Babudur Mauivi AiImiI. 
Naaaaiu, Mauivi Mubammsd. 
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Adjoumintnt. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the Ist 
April, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



rraaMdinci «f Btngal Ui^stivt OowiM ■mw^lrt viltftr tht 
provMom of tho CovomniMit of Imlia Aot 

Thk Cocncil met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the Ist April, 1930, at 8 p.m. 


Pmont: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Manu.\tha N.\th Rat Chacouuri, 
of Santosh) in tlft Chair, the four Hon’ble Meinliers of the Kxecutive 
Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 105 nominated and elet'ted 
members. 


Starrod quoatiom 

(to Mrhioh.oral womm wtn givon). 

Inundatioo of tho aroa within tho oM potioo^otatioa. Far^tM*, 

Murahidabad. 

*128. Mauivi ABOU8 8AMAD: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charfire of the Irrigation Department aware that a large tract of land, 
comprising alrao.st the whole of the area lying within tho jurisdiction 
of the old police-station Karakka, Murshidaltail, is liable to heavy 
inundation every year <iwing to the overfl«>w of the hilly rivers that 
pass through the said area and that such inundation causes irre|Kirable 
damage to the paddy croits of the pttor tenants ¥ 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government con* 
template taking to prevent the recurrence of such AckmIs ¥ 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of calling 
for a report on the subject from the district authority of Murshidnbad P 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Memlwr be. ideased to lay on the table a copy of the said reiHirt when 

. receivf^P 

Hi, efim of IRRIGATION DgPARTi|iNT (tHp 
MmiMi AUMdJ fir AbiMkarim CkuiiuivO: (u) Tes. 

(6) ^d (c) A preliminary inquiry was made a short time ag» 
and a» estimate has been sanctioned for a more detailed investigation. 

(d) Tes. ' 
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•Mraity off monoy prwailiiig in Enotoni INymoniingh. 

M27. BliNi SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: In the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) of the widespread character of the scarcity of money and food 
prevailing in Eastern Mymensingh comprising Sadar, 
Kishoreganj and Netrakona subdivisions owing to the 
failure of the last jute crop generally and of the avian crop 
in imrticular areas; and 

(n) of the fact that the agriculturist population are on the verge 
of starvation as they cannot get any loan of money from 
the local banks, loan offices and private money-lenders whose 
funds have been completely depleted? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (i) Scarcity is reported in three and pai*t 
of a fourth thana in Kishoreganj subdivision. Fhere is no widespread 
scarcity in Netrakona and slight distress only in Sadar. 

(it) In Kishoreganj agricultural loans amounting to Rs. 26,000 
have been sanctioned while the district board has allotted Rs. 8,000 
for earthwork and excavation work in this area. The mustard crop 
in Netrakona was good and Rs. 12,000 has been distributed as loans 
in this subdivision. 


•telff-quartero of the Covemment Railwey Polioe at Katihar Jimotion. 

^128, Maidvi HASSAN ALI: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member in charge 
of the Police Department aware that the staff-quarters of the Govern- 
ment Railway I’olice at Katihar Junction are uninhabitable? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the con- 
dition of the staff-quarters at Katihar was brought to the notice of the 
Government by the officer of the Government Railway Police from 
time to time since the year 1911 ? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state why no action was taken in the matter? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to lay on the table copies 
of the inspection report of the different Railway officers (Superinten- 
dents of Railway Poilice and Deputy Inspectors-Oeneral) from the year 
1911 up till now with regard to the Gkivernment Railway Police staff- 
quartern at Katihar? 

MEMBER in MMrgo of POLICE DEPARTMENT Ctho Hpn’Mo 
Mr. A« N« Moborly): (a) The staff-quarters are unsuitable but not 
uninhabitable. 
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0) and (c) No. A proposal for improvemanta to the buildings was, 
however, submitted to the Inspector-General of Police in 1924. The 
delay in putting it up to Qovemjnent was due {lartly to the time taken 
in revision of type plans of police buildings and partly to the know- 
ledge that funds would not be available. The matter is at present 
under correspondence with the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway. 

(d) Extracts from relevant insi)ection notes as far as available now 
are laid on the Library table. 


Improvement of the general eommufiioetioiis in the eiilNlivieion ef 
Tangail in the Mymensingh cNstriot. 

M2a. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge* of the Irrigsition l)e|>artinent be pleased to 
state what 8te|>s, if any, are being taken to improve the general com- 
munications, both by land and water, in the subdivision of Tangail in 
the district of Mymensingh ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Meral)er aware — 

(i) that the ferry steamer servict*^ between Charabari and Seraj- 
ganj Obat was discontinued after the rainy season on account 
of the shallowness of the water courses betwt^en those two 
places; and 

(it) that the people of Tangail have l>een incotiviMiienced in going 
to the other side of the Jumna river? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Meml>er aware that for the reason referred to in 
(6) (t), the ferry steamer service between Charaburi and Daccm has 
also been stopped? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of excavating 
the water courses of the places referred to to make them navigable 
for steamer services throughout the year? 

Thn Hoti’bln AlhmlJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) The 

Irrigation Department is not concerned with land communications# 
As regards water communications, the conservancy of the Dhalleswari 
between Parabari and Dacca, vi& Elasbin, has been placed on a more 
satisfactcnry basis by banding over the bandalHng to the steamer 
omnpanies. 

As re^rds the Baritolli-Tangasl route, vi& the Ixihajang river, a 
mpcKrt regarding the feasibility of improving ibis route is now under 
eoiisideratio]i# 
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Tli» improveioent ol the coReervancy of the Dhalleswari is likely 
to affect favourably the service between Serajganj and Charabari. 

(b) (i) Yes. 

(it) Tss. 

(c) Tee. 

(d) Beference is invited to paragraph (a) above. 


Rsmoval of tho Edm Intermadiato Colloga for girls at Daooa 
from its prosont sits to Ramna. 

•130. Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state what decision has l>eeu arrived at regarding the question of 
removal of the Eden Intermediate College for girls at Dacc-a from its 
present site to Ramna P 

MINISTER in ohargo of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon'bla Mr. Khwaja Natimuddin): No dei'ision has been i*eached yet. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI Bahadur! Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when a decision is expected to be arrived 
at with regard to this matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: We cannot say when. 

Absenoe of an overbridge on the Chandrakanta Choeh’t Road 

at Mymeniiingh. 

^131. Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
ike Hon’ble Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state what is the total length of the railway line 
passing through the municipal tow^n proper of Mymen.singh? 

(b) How many public roads are crossed by the said portion of the 
railway line on the sidings attached to the same? 

(r) How many overbridges have been provided by the railw:ay at 
the crossings of these puldic roads? 

(d) Is it a. fact that the absence of one overbridge on. the Cluundra<r 
kanta Ohosh'^s Road — a main thoroughfare of the town and the 
absence of one eiich bridge on the road to the east of the railway 
atation which leads to the medical school on the south of the line, 
have been causing endless trouble, loss of time and risks to the eitimns? 
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(•) Is it a fact that owiag.to coasiant shunting oparatiwh in these 
l>ai<i»' carriages, cars and passers-by are held up frequently for long 
periods on the Chandrakanta Ghaeh’s Road, the grates remaining 
cloeedF 

(/) If the answers to (d) and (e) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon'lde Member be pleased to state w’hat action the Qoveruinent 
intends to take in the matter, if auyP 

MEMBER in charge ef PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon*ble Mr. A> Marr): (a) About >1}^ miles. 

(5) Ten. 

(r) There are no o%*erhridges for vehicular traffic, but an overbridg'e 
has l>een provided for fcKit passeug-ers at the Rheora road crossing. 

(d) The absence of an overbridge clauses inconvenience at the places, 
referred to, when shunting is going on. 

(e) Vide answer to (d), 

if) The petitioners for an overbridge were requested by the railway 
administration to ascertain whether the Municipality were prepared to 
bear a ])ortioii of the cost. The reply of the Municipality is still 
awaited. 


Extimioil of tha broad gauge railway lino from Parbatipur to Katihar. 

*132. Maharaja JACADI8H NATH ROY of Dinajpurs {a) Will 
the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Depart* 
ment be pleased to state whether the Ooveminent propose to extend the 
existing broad gauge railway line from Parliatipui to Katihar 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon/ble Mem* 
her l)e pleased to state when the pro|)osed mdieiiie will be taken upP 

Th# Hoffi*bla Mr. A. MARR: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Mymansifigb-Biiairab Baxar Railway lifitb 

MS>k Babu BATItH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY: (a) Is 

the Hon’ble Member in charge of Public Works (Railways) Department 
awttio*— 

(i) t^at in the Mymensingb-Bhairab Baaar Railway line, of the 
four trains which leave Hymensinghi two leave praetically at 
night and of the four trains which arrive from Bhairab Baaar 
two reach Mymensingh alter night fall; 
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(it) that the absence of a raised platform on the Assam Beni^al 
Railway side of the Mymensin^h station yard has b^n 
causing great inconvenience to passengers and especially to^ 
female passengers, who have to entrain and detrain at night; 
(tit) that the inconvenience and suffering is still further aggravated 
owing to the absence of proper lights in the station yard ; 

(iv) that in the rainy season the hardship caused by absence of 

raised platform and proper lights is heightened by the 
inundation of the station yard caused frequently by the 
heavy rainfall at Mymensingh; and 

(v) that the citizens of Mymensingh including the Maharaja 

Bahadur of Mymensingh have often memorialised the 
Eastern Bengal Railway authorities on the above grievances 
without success P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state w*hat action, if any, the Government intends 
to take in the matter P 

The Hoil^le Mf« A. MARR* (a) (i) The time table of the railway 
shows that of the four up and four down daily trains from and to 
Bhairab Bazar only one aiTives at and leaves Mymensingh at night. 

(it) The railway authorities are unable to undertake tlie work of 
providing a raised platform at Mymensingh for want of funds. The 
work will l>e taken up when funds permit. 

(in) The question of lighting the station (including the yard) by 
electricity is under consideration by the railway authorities. 

(iv) Vule answ^er to (fV). 

(v) The proposals for improving the amenities at Mymensingh 
station, which have been suggested by the public from time to time, 
have been carefully recorded by the railway authorities. These will 
be considered by them in conjunction wvith similar schemes for improve* 
rnents at oth^ stations, and can only be undertaken in the order of 
their relative urgency, and as funds permit. 

(h) In view of the aliove replies the question does not arise. 


Ratantioii of a Sttbordinato Judga at Rajsluriil tor civil casaa. 

*134* Mm KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: in) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the civil fflee 
of both the District and Sessions Judge as well as the Sul>ordmate Judge 
of Rajshahi are very heavy and practically very little civil works have 
been done by them during the last three years or thereabout, and if 
so, what are the special reasons for such a state of things? 
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(6) What remedial measures have been taken or will be taken by 
Gatwnment for the early disposal of the pending eases there? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to say whether he is consi- 
dering the necessity of the permanent retention of a Subordinate Judge 
at Bajshahi for civil cases only, and the temporary* appointment of an 
Additional Sessions and District Judge at Rajshahi for assisting the 
Judge in disposing of civil and criminal eases both for Rajshahi and 
Malda? 

(li) Is it a fact that there has been much increase of Sessions cases 
both at Malda and Rajshahi and that it is impossible now for the 
District and Sessions Judge of Rajshahi alone to’ cope with the criminal 
works and take up the Sub-Judge apjieals, land acquisition cases and 
contested miscellaneous cases which are now long {tending liefore him? 

(e) Is it a fact that the pending Sessions cases at Rajshahi and 
Malda, to be tried by the District and Sessions Judge only, have been 
estimated to take not less than six months if done continuously? 


MEMBER in eharga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon*blt 
Mr. A. N. Moborly): (a) The civil files of the District Judge and Sub- 
ordinate Judge at Rajshahi are congested and the congestitm appears 
to be due puHly to a decrease in disposals as regards original suits and 
partly to an inri*ease in institutions as regards nitsc^ellaneous judicial 
cases. The decrease in disposals seems chiefly due to the fac^t that 
more time has lieen devoted to criminal work l>y the District Judge and 
Assistant Judges, 

(6) and (r) An additional Subordinate Judge with powers of an 
Assistant Sessions Judge was sanctioned for Malda from 14th May, 
1928. Recently an Additional District and Sessions Judge for Rajshahi 
and Malda has been sanctioned. 

(d) There has not been any increase in Sessions cases, but there 
has been an increase in criminal appeals and motions. The criminal 
work appears sufficient to occupy the major part of the District Judge’s 
time. 

(e) It was estimated by the District Judge that the trial of the 
pending 36 Sessions cases would require 6 months* exclusive work for 
disposal by the Sessions Judge. Many of these cases would, however, 
be tried J|>y the Assistant Sessions Judge. Those exclusively triable 
by the Sessions or Additional Sessions Judge are estimated to require 
about 2| months' time. 
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Unrtwrttd . q m rtiww 

(anwirart U> whMi w«r« laM on Iho taMo)ii 
Inprovomont of riwors and watarwaya in thr Daooa diitrJot. 

m. Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BAN ARJ I Babadur: WiU the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleaaed to 
lay on the table a statement showing for the last three years the 
amount spent on the improvement of rivers and other waterways- in the 
district of Dacca F 

Tho HMiW Athidr SirABDELKBRtM QHUINAVI: A state, 
meat is laid on' the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to un»tarred queHion ,Vo. 113. 

Amount spent during the years 1926-27, 1927-28 and 1928-29 on 
the improvement of rivers in the district of Dacca : — 

Rs. 


1926- 27 ... 1,28,313 

1927- 28 ... 37,791 

1928- 29 ... 36,166 


Uaa of olootrio^anavlir tbo sanMod and-otorioal staff Jn Govammant 

‘OflloaB. 

114. Ofi tir NILRATAN SARCAR: (o) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public TlVorks' Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in most Government offices gasetted officers 
enjoy the |wivilege of using the electric fans without any restriction 
regarding date nr season F 

(6) Is it a fact that the clerical staff are debarred frtim using them 
before the 15th of March even if the weather be very hot F 

MIHIfTlR. i|i. 4 hpBa of JNIBLIG. WORKS DEPARTMENT Olio 
NoidMo Klia».RahadurJC..O. M«i ra aa»i i) : <o> No. 


(6) No. 
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i of ptiiilifig eam in tkn ooitrtt nf tulinnlinate Srntfgm 
md Distriet anil Swtiant Jwlgia. 


IIS. Nbtt iClSHOm MOHAN 6HAUIINURI: Will tb« Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleuaed to lay on the 
table a statement showing, district by distriet, the state of admints- 
tration of Civil Justice w’here accumulation of jumding oases is v0ry 
heavy specifying the following details: — 

(i) the number of pending cases under different heads for different 
years in the courts of SulK>rdinate Judges and the District 
and Sessions Judges; 

(u)*the number of Judicial officers now engaged; 

(til) what additional hands have Ihmui asked by the district courts; 
(it?) what recoininenilation has Ihmmi made by the High Court 
thereon; and 

(r) what arrangements have l>een made or are profHised to be 
made by Goveminent for early dis|iosal of [umding cases? 


The HOfl’bie Mr. A. N. MOBCfILY: Statements which have been 
laid on the liibrury table give the information us far as it is available. 
Further research would involve much lulKmr and considerable delay. 
The High Court and Government are fully alive to the importance of 
speedy disfKisal of (ruses and tempHirao" additional officrers are a{>fKiinted 
when necessary to assist in clearing off the areas. It vrill lie observed 
that there has been a marked improvement since 1927 in the number 
of ap^ieals |HUiding more than a year. 


Crniirtriietfon Of o pormanont canal to drain out tlio itomHiiratir of 
oortain villagao in the Sadar subdivision of tho 24-Parganas 
district. 

m. Mauivi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: (a) U the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation De|mrtment aware that Knshba, 
Bosepukur, Haltoo, Bediadanga and other adjoining villages in the 
Sadar subdivision of the 24-Parganas district get inundated with water 
during the rainy season (causing destruction to houses and endangering 
human lives) ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative^ will the Hon^ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps^ if any, Government have taken 
or intend to take to relieve the suffering of the inhabitants of these 
areas? 
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{c) Does the Oovernment contemplate the formation of a central 
drainage board for the construction of a permanent canal to drain out 
the storm-water for these areas? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps 
have been taken for the formation of such a board ? 

(e) Did the District Magistrate of 24-Parganas or the Divisional 
Commissioner visit the affected areas? 

(f) If so, what steps have either of them suggested or taken to 
ameliorate the grievances of the people? 

The Hon'ble AlhadJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Tes. 

(h) The congested drainage in this area is due to the silting up 
of the Bidyadhari. Any scheme for the improvement of the drainage 
of the locality will depend upon the action resolved upon in the case 
of the Bidyadhari. 

(c) and (d) This proposal has l>een made but Government are not 
yet satisfied that it offers a final solution of the problem. 

(e) Government have no information. 

(/) Does not arise. 


GIom of the Kurigram eivil courts for colohration of the Id-uz-Zcha 
foatival hold on the 21st May, 1829. 

117. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial IJepartment aware that the last Id-us-Zoha 
festival was celebrated on the 31st May, 1929, and not on the 20th 
May which was a gazetted holidav, the muon not being visible on the 
19th May, 1929? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the munsifs of Kurigram 
civil courts indiscriminately disixtsed of and wanted to dispose of the 
cases against the Muhammadan litigants who could not attend the 
court on 21st May, 1929, on account of the celebration of the Id-us-Zoha 
festival on that day ? 

‘(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the munsifs of Kurigram . 
civil courts did not agree to put off the hearing on that date at the 
verbal prayer 'of the party’s pleaders? 

(d) Will the Hbn’ble Member be pleased to state what action. If 
any, the Government propose to take so as to stop the recurrmoe of 
the same? 
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Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Monday, the 20th May, 
191^^ was dedafed to be a holiday in the civil courts on account of the 
Id-^aa*Zoha festival. May 21st was not a geneml holiday but Muham* 
madan officials and employees were allowed an additional holiday on 
that day. 

(6) and (c) No. No comx>laiiit was received by the High Court or 
by Oovernment. 


(d) In the absence of any complaint Government do not pro]>ose 
to take any action. 


Appoifitment of depreesed classes in the Eduoatien Department 
in eleotrioal engineering posts. 

118. Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: Will the Hon'ble Minisiei in 
charge of the E<lucation Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the years 1925 to 1929 — 

(t) how many members of the depressetl classes in Bengal applied 

for educational service under the Government of Bengal 
after finishing their education in Technical Electrical 
Engineering in Europe and in India ; and 

(u) how many of them have been provided with appointments? 

The HonWo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (i) It is not imssible 
to furnish the figures asked for, as no statistics showing the numlier of 
applicants of different castes and creeds are kept. Between 1925 and 
1929 there has been only one appointment made in the Education 
Department in an electrical engineering post and so far as can be 
ascertained no member of the depressed classes applied for the post. 

(ft) None. 


LECItLATIVE BUBINEtf. 

Covommofit Bill. 

The Bongol CrimirMil Lmr A i mm dm ont (Pvt Oontiniiaiio^ Bill, 1MM. 

The NofilMo Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs I beg to inoT« for leave to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Beng’al Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
1926, for certain purpoeee. 

Sir, I do not think that I need my anjrthing on this subject beyond 
referring to tbe Statmnent of Objects and Besutons and the speech of 
Wi. EsodDency tlie Oovemor when he addressed this Council a few 
days iNtdk. !^lies. two sti^raMnta contain the reasons why OoTemment 
liave it iieowwiiT to introduce this Bill. 


49 
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Mr. Mm !!• BOSEs Sir, I beg^ to oppose the motion thai leave be 
granted to the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly to introduce the Bill. Having 
regard to the importance of the subject, I venture to ask you in the 
exercise of your discretion to allow three speakers to speak on this 
matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ordinarily, in a case like this, the member who 
opposes is allowed to speak ; but, if you can adduce any good reason as 
to why I should allow three members to speak on this occasion, I might 
take that into consideration. 

Mr. 6. M. BOSE: Sir, there are four important sections of this 
House led by Mr. J. N. Basu, Mr. B. C. Chatterjee and one or two 
others of my friends. So I would ask you. Sir, to allow them to speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, I have no objection if only the 
leaders of those groups speak on behalf of their parties. 

Mr. t. M. BOSE: Sir, I move the rejection of the motion on the 
short ground that Government have not placed the provisions of the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925, for examination by the 
House. We all know that these provisions have not been subjected 
to the scrutiny of the members. Now that the Act of 1925 is almut 
to expire, Government propose to re-enact some of the sections without 
allowing us to have any voice in the matter. By this device, if I may 
say so, we are gagged. It cannot be denied that such an important Act, 
affecting the lil>erty of the subject, should be the subject of anxious 
and careful examination by the representatives of the people. But the 
Govemnient have so cleverly drafted the Bill that we are, under the 
Buies, which you, Sir, are bound to enforce, precludcKl from doing 
our duty in the matter; we cannot examine, repeal, or amend any of 
the provisions of sections 2 to 10 of the Act of 1925 now l>eing 
re-enacted* The result has been that many of the amendments sent by 
us had to be disallowed, as these did not relate to any of the three 
clauses of the Bill. Thus in effect, in the guise of a mere amending 
Bill, a new Act is being sought to be passed but the House is powerless 
to have their say in the matter. This, Sir, I maintain is a serious 
encroachment on our rights and privileges. 

Sir, it cannot be said that the provisions of sections 2 to 10 are so 
perfect that they need no examination. I maintain that experience 
has shown r that these sections have operated harshly and 
unjustly, and they call for modification and amendment in the 
following respects at least; (1) Constitution of the tribunal — 
Why have the Government not adopted that provided in Act XIV of 
1908P A Bench of three High Court Judges? One has a suspicion 
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tlifii tbe result of trials held under this Act of 1908 was not to the 
lildtii; of the authorities, so they repealed it in 1922. If speedy trial 
is necessary, why not re-enact that lawP If such a Bench cannot he 
conreniently formed, why not have at least one High Court Judge, and 
two others who are qualified to be appointed as such Judges. (2) 
Conflict of procedure provided in the different sections, vis., 5, 7 and 10, 
clauses (t) and (ut). The Act of 1925 has been badly drafted, and there 
is no harmony between these sections but I need not here elaborate 
this point. 

For these reasons. Sir, I say that the Government have not treated 
us fairly; so our only course left to us is to refuse 'leave. Sir, it is a 
matter of regret that the matter has been placed before us in this way. 
We are all grateful to His Excellency for paying deference to public 
opinion, and dropping detention without trial. I only wished that 
Government had placed the Act fairly and squarely liefore us. 

(At this stage Mr. Narendra Kumar fiasu rose to speak.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you the leader of any particular group? 
(Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu thereupon resumed his seat.) 


Mr. S. M. BOSE: Sir, be may be allowed to speak as he wishes to 
speak on our behalf. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you made it quite clear that only three 
party leaders of three different groups will speak. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL'UL HUQ: May I rise on a point of information? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it? 

Mr. A. K. PAZL-ULHUQ: Sir, I have got to say something 
entirely personal and it has got nothing to do with my party. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already said that ordinarily, the Presi* 
dent would allow two speeches in a case like this, one from the member 
who has raised objection and another from the Member in charge of 
the Bill. But the President can use his discretion and allow more 
speeches if he thinks fit. For our present purpose, I have agreed to 
hear what the different groups in the House have got to say on this 
matter through their leaders. 
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(Mr. A. E. Fazl-ul Huq thereupon resumed his seat.) 

Mr. t. M. BOSE: May I ask that Mr. Fazhul Huq be allowed to 
speak as he represents our views also. 

(At this stage Maulvi Shatnsuddin Ahmed rose to speak.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I might point out that members 
will have, when the right moment comes, every facility to discuss 
the principle and different clauses of the Bill. It is not practicable 
to have a general discussion of the Bill at this stage. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: When shall we be allowed to speak, 
SirP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When we come to the motion that the Bill be 
taken into consideration. 

Mr. B.C. CHATTERJEE: Sir, may I speak on behalf of my party? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, certainly, as a party-leader. 

Mra Ba Ca CHATTERJEE: Sir, the real difliculty which confronts 
us, the elected members, with rejcard to the proposal made by the 
Hon4>le Member is this : With regard to the Transferred side, we the 
members of this House do control, or ought to control, policy; whereas 
with regard to the Keserved side we are excluded from the function of 
controlling policy ; and because we cannot control the policy of the 
lleserved side, it is very difficult for us to stand up and say : Although 
we cannot control your policy, we will support a particular measure 
which you think necessary in the interests of law and order, although 
that measure happens to take away from my average countryman a 
very important right, namely, the right of trial by jur5\’' Therefore, 
my subnaiission is this : that with regard to these matters — mattein 
which couceiin the maintenance of law and order, the lesponsibility for 
any such measure must rest on the Reserved side, i.e., on those who 
control and manage the Reserved side; and we, the elected members, 
who do not share in its policy, shall not share in the responsibility for 
the passage of any measures which we consider to be repressive, in the 
interests of the departments of law and order. 

Tilt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I may say that I do not agree 

with the laid speaker who said that this Council has no responsibility 
in matters of legislation. It is the Bengal Legislative Council and it 
has statutory power to legislate on all matters, whether Reserved pr 
Transferred. 
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Am regards the point urged by the previous speaker, this Act is at 
present on the Statute Book, and it is not for me to enquire how it got 
there. It could not possibly have got there without this Council having 
been given an opportunity, at some stage or other, of coming to a 
decision. If the Council chose to disallow introduction and stifle all 
discussion that was certainly not the fault of Government. 


Mr. B. C. GHATTERdEE: May I rise on a point of personal ezpla^ 
nation, Sirf What I said was “We do not control the policy/’ 


The HonWe Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: On a point of |>ertional axpla* 
nation. Sir. The gentleman eaid responsibility.** That is the word 
he used. 


Mr. Be C. GHATTERdEE: Sir, '^policy** is the word I used. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill to amend the 
Bengal Criminal I^w Amendment Act, 1925, for certain purjioses was 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYCS. 


Ali, Mr. Altai. 

aaiiarli, llai aahaaur KBBliaa CAaiMlra. 
aarnia, flai taaia PaiMaaean. 
aasIrMaain, Mauivi MBHamiikBii. 

OaBBBllB, Mr. A. 

eiiaMaiiurl, Kliaa aateaSur Maafvl Allfiiiit- 
saNkan. 

C tt B wr M i Mr y, HaJI laSI Atinittf. 

Clarks Mr. l. A. 

CbHbiis Mr. D. J. 

C BBpBrs Mr. C. a 
OaiMs Mr. O. R. 

Oai, naau eatytatfra KMinar. 

OaMis Mr. A. 

KaBBMk. Mr. tt. A. 

CMBMflis Maulvl NMr ftahman Kkan. 
P ar se Ml , tlw Naii*Ma tCliaa aalMuNir 
K. Q. M. 

P a rrBt l B r , Mr. J. CaaiAMI. 

Baaaali. flai Sakik CMtil fCuiaar. 
ai i BBti , Mr. M. C. 

CUbbIi, flai iaiiaaMr SiiaBliaaka fCufikar. 
Munaavls tlM llaa*MB AMaai tir 
AlMiBikarlai. 

S e rc s a, Mr. A. O. ' 
mikas Mr. P. M. 
liMTiMr, Mr. e. W. 
cai MHa ii, Mawaa iMvaia. 

Mwats KImub aakaaMT Mauivi Atlsui. 

I Mf icaa saaauur 

tMuShir, MaulM TlSlSr™** 

mm. Mr* 4 m 


Kliaas Kliaii Saliia Maalvi MMauain All. 
Kliaii, MAmIvI TamitiNMIfi. 

Klian, Mr. Rasaiir ftaaiikaa. 

Laus Mr. SurBiMlra Nalli* 

MaauirBs Mr. L. T. 

MarTs tliB Noa'biB Mr. A. 

MBCIitBfclB, Mr. C. T. 

MillBrs liiB Hafi*blB air Pravatli Clittaaars 
MBberly, tliB Haii'blt Mr. A. M. 
MukhvaaMiaya, flai talilli tarat CHanara. 
MuaiBfcs Mr. MifkMfiaa CBliary. 

Nag, RBVBrBaiS B. A. 

NaflinMBtfins IhB Haffi*biB Mr* Kliuaja. 
OraiBlis Mr* 4 . C. 

PiniiBlI. Mr. L. B. 

PrBaliBBs Mr. W. D. ft 
flaliBaiiis Mr. A. 
ftabman, Mr. A. P. 
flafiaians Mr. A. P. M. AMur- 
Ray, Rabu NaRBUUra Narayau. 

Ray, IM Naa'MB Kuaiar aiNb ab s k b ar * 
BBVMr. 

Ray ObauBbaris Mr. K. C. 

RvbBs Mr. R. P* 

Rays Mr. Raral fCiubar. 
aarkar, air JaRuaatb. 
aarkBTs Rai aabib RBhali Mab aa. 
aabs Rai aaMb AbtHay Raai a r. 
ataplataas Mr. N« 1. 
atvifis M. a. 

aiBviaB, Mr. M. a. c. 
rrnmmmm. Mr. W. M. 

YravarSf abr Rf. Im 
Twyaaai, aM. N. A. 
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Mi rn tJ, Mftuhrl SHaintiHMIii* 

Allf MAUiVi M — Mil . 

•aliilit Maiflvl tyM MaJM. 

•AflAbll, RAi RAllAdllir OAbtlltfrA NAttl. 
RAitArj^lf Mr. y. 

•AniMfl^ BAbU JItAlltfrAlAl. 

BA»II« Mni JAtlfitfrA NAtb. 

Basu Mr. NArtiMirA KHRiAr. 

MM, Mr. t. M. 

BurAl, BAb« BAkiil CliAiiB. 

OtlAttATlM, Mr. B. 0. 

OliAiNlliurl, BAbu KltfiArl MaHaii. 
OhAiiAburi, MAUIvi AthrAfiMftfin. 
ObAudbury, MAuIvi NurAl AbMr. 
CbAWdbury, MAubrI Abdul ObAnl. 

Butt, flAi BBbAdur Dr. HAridbAn. 
FAtlullAb, MauIvI MubArifiiAd. 

BbAtA, Or. AmutyA RaIaii. 

OubA, BAbu brAfullA KuniAr. 

HAhim, MAUlAi Abdul. 

HAtbAiny, MAUIvi tyid JAlAluddin. 


Narua, KAii I widAd ul. 

HUR, Mr. A. K. FAsMit. 

Lai MubAmuiAd, HaJL 
MAlIl, Mr. R. 

MitrA, BAbu BArAt ObAndrB. 

MAAbATlAA, Mr. tyAmAIMrAAAd. 

FAddur, SAtb HuiiuiNAn FrAAAd. 
RAbuiAfi, MAUivi Aiiiur. 

RAi MAbAMi, MUIllfIdrA OAb. 

RAy. BAbu KbAttAr MaBar. 

RAy CbAWdbury, BAbu SAtltb CbAUdrA. 
Rout, BAbu HAAAtli. 

Roy, BAbu HAribAiiAA. 

Roy, BAbu tAtytiidrA NAtb. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy FrAMd tiiiAb. 

Roy Mr. tAilAiiVAr tinRb. 

SAbARA, BAbu SAtyA KiRbAr. 

•ARiAd, MauIvI Abdttt. 

AAroor, Dr. Sir NilrAtAR. 

AbAb, MAUivi Abdul HARiid. 


The Ayes being 66 and the Noes. 41, the motion was carried. 
The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


3^0 p.m. 

■•bu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May T have your penuis- 
Bion, Sir, to make a statement on l>ehalf of the Proja party? And I am 
authorised by the leader of the People’s party also to say that he asso* 
eiates himself with me in the statement that I have to make. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, but it must be very brief. 

Bobu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I am always ver>^ brief 
(laughter). 

So far hs this Bill is concerned, we are at variance with the 
Government upon a question of principle and not simply 
upon a question of details. We think that the introduction 
of this Bill at the present stage .*8 without any justification. It is an 
abuse of the jmwers of administration; it is an abuse of the powers 
that are vested in the bureaucracy under the present system of 
Government. We cannot, therefore, consistently with our self-respect, 
consistently ^irith our duty to our constituencies, consistently with our 
dignity as n^embers of the Ijegirfative Council, be a further paiiy to 
the discussion 6t the details of the Bill, and with your permisiuiii. 
Sir, we take leave to retire in a body. 

(Certain members on the left of the Chair then walked out.) 
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TIM Mr. A. N. MOBERLYi I be? to more that tbo B«i^ 

O rimiiial liaw- Amendment (Fart Continuance) Bill, 19!H), be taken intb 
consideration. 

The Bill, as I have already mentioned, is a very short and simple 
one, and I do not think I need say anj'thing more or make a long speech 
on this occasion. 

The following motions were called but not moved:—- 

Mr. SATI8H CHANDRA RAY GHOWDHURI and Mr. P. 
BANERdI to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon before the 22nd Apiil, 1930. 


Mr. P. BANERdI to move, by way of ameiulmeni, that the Bill 
be referred to a Seleet Conimittee consisting* of the following inenibers, 
namely : — 

The Hoirble Mr. A. N. Moberly, c.i.E. ; 

Mr. W, I). 11. Prentice, c.i.E.; 

Mr. B. C. Chatterjee; 

Babu Jitendra Nath Basu; 

Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq; 

Mr. Jitendnilal Bannerjee; 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Onpta; 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu; 

Mr. Satish Chandra Bay Chowdhuri; 

Maulvi Syed Jalnluddin Hashemy; 

Baja Bhupendra Nar.iyan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur; 

Maulvi Hassan Ali; and 
mover 

and the number of members to form a quorum ehall be five. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA to move, by way of 
lunendmeht, that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of the Honlile Mr. A. N. Moberly, CJt.E., Mr. M. C. Ohosh, Mr. A. K. 
Faid-ttl Huq, Mr. Narendra Kutnar Basu and the mover. 
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MauM tVEO JALALUOOfll MAtHlIfY to inOTe. fcy way of 

ftnoadment. that the BUI be referred to a Select Oomnuttee consistiils 
ot— 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly. 

Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee; 

Mr, Narendra Kumar Basu; 

Dr, Naresh Chandra Sen Qupta; 

Maulvi ShamBuddin Ahmed ; 

Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Haahemy; 

Babu Jitendra Nath Baau; 

Mr. B. C. Chatterjee; and 

Mr. A. K. Fari-ul Huq. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: None of these amendments has been moved, and 
I may point out to the Rai Ikihadur, who tried to catc;h my eye 
prematurely, that the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Molierly is now open 
to discussion. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANARJI Bahaifcir: Sir, I rise with 
trepidation, but with a full sense of responsibility. The introduction 
of this Bill on the closing day of the session has taken place with 
dramatic suddenness and it has not been practicable for us to consult 
our respective constituencies. Sir, without entering into a detailed 
examinution of the pixivisions of the Bill, I desire at the outset to make 
a few observations. We are representatives of the j>eople and I wish 
to draw the attention of (loverniiient to the feeling in which this 
measure is likely to be ret^eived. Though the Bill now stands purged 
of its objectionable features regarding detention without trial, still it 
will be viewed with suspicion by the people. The repeal of the whole 
Bill would have l>een appreciated by them and in the popular opinion 
that would have showed a change of hearts — a change which w^mld have 
been in consonance with the spirit of His Excellency the Viceroy’s 
declaration .of October, 1929. Sir, the change, to be effe<.*tive, must 
always be thorough and complete, for, there is no half-way house 
between what is known, in political parlance, as “repression” and 
•‘conciliation,” 

The Bill which the Hon’ble Member has brought forward raises 
issues of great nuiment to the State and the people. We, the represen- 
tatives of the people, are thus faced with a dilemma. We are not in 
possession of those facts which have precipitated the introduction of 
the Bill even in iU present form. We* appreciate the need for the 
maintenance of law and order but our fear is against its abuse. Sir, 
we have sense enough to realise the difficulties of the State when 
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vid^ee and terrorist activities nign supreme. It is at such a time 
ttei emergency powers are necessary to put a stop ^ disorder and 
ckaies. Thus the position is that emergency legislation presupposes 
emergency situation. The principle of emergency legislation is a direct 
negation of the principles of democracy ; it is justified only as a weapon 
to meet an abnormal situation. The preamble of the Bill says that 
it is to supplement the ordinary criminal laws of Bengal. Sir^ before 
taking recourse to such emergency jmwers Government must satisfy 
themselves that the ordinary laws of the land are not adequate enough 
to meet the situation, that they are convinced that an abnormal situa* 
tion has arisen and that such emergency powers will be exercised only 
ill exceptional circumstances. If sufficient reasons could be brought 
forward to show an abnormal situation in the country, my clear duty 
would be to support the Bill as one who is a lover of peace, order and 
constitution and is opposed to any movement which is calculated to 
bring in its train political disruption and violence which even 
Mr. Gandhi decries. But, Sir, the jiopular impression is that there is 
no immediate danger of public peace and tranquillity being seriously 
disturbed. Sporadic attempts Jiiust not be taken as universal, and 
moreover, the criminal law of the land is potent enough to cope with 
any situation that may arise in the near future. 

I appeal to Government to consider seriously whether or not the 
passing of the Bill will intensify public feeling. It is experience. Sir, 
that power unless exercised w'ith caution, imagination and sympathy, 
^•pollute.s whatever it touches like a desolating pestilence.’’ 

It would he prudent on the part of Government to wait and waitch 
developments. By doing so, it would be [Kissilile to rally at least the 
rational and sober section of the public and in this period of the 
countr>^ — a period fraught with immense possibilities for the future — a 
real change of heart is essential for the ordered administration of the 
country. 

Sir, should any extraordinary situation arise in the country', this 
Bill may lie considered even in a special session and we can then only 
appreciate its need, otherwise the haste with which the Bill has been 
brought forward is looked u}Km by the public with suspicion. In con- 
clusion 1 appeal to Government again not to urge for its CMinsideration 
but to trust my countrymen for some time to come and their representa- 
tivee who in c^se of extraordinary situation should help Government in 
the maintenance of law and order which we bold so dear as peace- 
loving and responsible citisens. 

I must frankly admit. Sir, that the present Bill, purged of its 
dbjectiohable features, is not so offensive as the old one was. If the 
authorities, responsible for the administration of the country are in 
possession of facts which necessitate the prolongation of the Bill fn 
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it* present form, that is a position which of course merits close atten- 
i^n. It is not my intention to obstruct the passagre of the Bill in 
• that* eventuality and should Government think that the proposed 
legislation is essential for the maintenance of law and order it will 
be my duty to ^support it in the wider interest of public peace and 
tranquillity. 

Hoil*bl# Mr* A* N* MOBERLY S I have listened with interest 
to the very reasonable speech of my friend Rai Keshab Chandra 
Banarji Bahadur. I can assure him that Government would never 
have dreamt of introducing this measure, if they bad not considered it 
Absolutely essential in the interest of law and order in Bengal. This 
Bill is not aimed at the ordinary law-abiding oitisen. It is not even 
Aimed at the ordinary criminal. It is aimed at the secret terrorist 
-conspiracy, and our information is that that secret terrorist 
-conspiracy is still alive. 

I he Rai Bahadur has suggested that we should trust his country- 
men. We do trust his countrymen, but we cannot trust the people who 
work in secret for the overthrow of this Government by force, who 
desire to obtain funds for their campaign by dacoity and to attain 
their object by secret assassination, and I am sure that no member of 
this House can for a moment countenance the policy of these terrorists. 
I do not think I need say any more. There has been no speech really 
Against the Bill. All that I have l>een asked to do is to assu]*e the 
House, which I do once a^iti, that Oovernmeiit fvilly appreciate the 
.gravity of asking for legislation of this kind, and it is only after most 
anxious consideration that they have come to ask tliie Council to ann 
them w'ith the necessaiy powers. 

The motion that the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Part 
Continuance) Bill, 1930, he taken in consideration was then put and 
-agreed to. 

^45 p.m. 

Clause 2, 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I move that in clause 2, line 
*4, for the urord “ten” the word “seven” be substituted. Some of my 
friends have expressed their surprise in finding my name as a mover 
of an amendment to shorten the lease of life of Bengal Criminal liaw 
Amendment Act popularly known as the Black Act. I am sorry my 
friends have misunderstood me. 

Sir, I had to ads&inister the law for over quarter of a century and 
1, therefore, happen to know a bit about law and order as administered 
an the mufassal. Although I do not approve of all the meUiods adopted 
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tiyr the Police for the presenration of law and order jret I am dae of 
ite staunchest advocates. Law and ordel* are essential for Ibd ordered 
progress of society. I condemn lawlessness with all the emphasis that^ 
I can command. I am a confirmed hater of terrorist methods. 

Sir, I am told that the terrorists have been ‘“sedlched** but not 
"killed** and a fresh lease of life for a further period of five years 
is necessary for the internal peace 'of the countr 3 ^ Terrorism is of 
exotic origin not suited to Indian soil. All forms of violence was 
looked down upon with horror and abhorrence by the Hindus whose 
highest conception of religion was Ahimsa. Their very religion^ 
culture and tradition were opposed to the cult of violence. Then why 
should we oppose the extension of an Act meant to prevent violence by 
terrorists? Sir, summary methods of trials by rpecial tribunals 
popularly called the Star Chamber methods of administering law were 
not favoured either by the public or the press and they had cogent 
reasons for holding that view. It would be unpalatable to disclose 
them. 

Sir, it is said by some of my friends that the extension of the 
longevity of the Act has become iie<’essary for the proper handling of 
the situation created by the Civil Disobedience movement launched by 
Mahatma Qandhi. This movement was, I think, an open challenge to 
Government but I do not believe in the existence of any sef*ret 
terrorist organisation behind it. Sir I must thank the Government for 
the deletion of some of the objectionable sections of the Act. But to 
give the Act a fre.sh lease of life for another five years is open to 
serious objection. The exigencies of the hour df> not justify it. Ihe 
ordinary criminal law of the land is, 1 think, sufficient to cope with 
the evil as it exists at present. With these few remarks, I beg leave 
to move the following ainendnieiit : That in clause 2, line 4, for the 
word “ten,** the word “seven** l>e substituted. 

Sir, in case any emergency ari.ses requiring stringent measures, I can 
assure the Government that this House will rise equal to the occasion 
in strengthening the hands of Government in combating the evil. 

Ttm HOfl’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Shall I make one speech on 
all the amendments or shall I take them one by one? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 propose to put the amendments one by one but 
I have no objection to yu\ir making one speech on them. 

Tilt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I had better deal with them 

one at time. 

Sir, I am much obliged to my friend, Munindra Deb Rai Mahasaif 
for his assurance that should such an emergency arise that Government 
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will require wider powers, this House will be williug to grant them. 
I hope that should such an emergency unfortunately arise— and I pray 
most earnestly that it never may arise— I hope that if it does arise 
Mr. Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai will remember his promise and give 
Government the powers for which they then ask. He has suggested 
that this legislation is aimed at what is called the Civil Disobedience 
movement — I have not heard that suggestion before; and I cannot 
conceive how he could possibly have made it now unless he completely 
and utterly misunderstands the object of this legislation and the object 
of the terrorist movement. The Civil Disobedience movement is an 
open movement and we have no objection whatever to any open 
movement. If in furtherance of such a movement peop^le transgrress 
the law they can be dealt with by ordinary methods should it be 
deemed advisable io do so. But for the time being for the Civil 
Disobedience movement we no more require special legislation in 1930 
than we did in 1921*1922 when the movement was very much more 
serious than it is now. 1 do not think that I need say anything more 
on the general question. 

As regards the paHicular amendment of Mr. Munindra Deb Bai 
Mahasai — his proposal to substitute the word ** seven ” for the word 
“ ten ” — he has given no indication as to why he wants this substitu- 
tion, and I can only say that Government are not prepared to accept 
it because ten years from 1926 — that is to say another five years — is 
the period which they considei* nec'essary at present. I beg to oppose 
this amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU to move that in clause 2, line 4, 
for the word “ ten the word “ six be substituted. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE and Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH to move that 
ill clause 2^ line 3, the words for the uvord * five ’ the word ‘ ten ’ shall 
lie substituted ^* thall be altered to ‘‘for the words ‘five years' the 
words ‘ five years and six months’ shall be substituted.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Clau$e 3. 

Mr* PREBIDBNTl The question is that .clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
BUL 

The motion was agreed to. 


Preamble, 

Mr» PRESIDENT: The question is that the Preamble stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The HOffl’Ille Mr. A. N. MOB ERL Y moved that the Bengal Criminal 
liRw Amendment (Part Continuance) Bill, 1930, as settled in Council, 
be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Pron^thm. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor to declare that the Bengal I^egislative Council stands 
prorogued. 


B.a 
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l^ivsentation of the Select Committee 
report on, 633. 

(AUiferenoe to (onsider the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education, 18. 

Oiminnl l-aw Amendment (Part con- 
tinuance), the Bengal, 1930 — 

Considoraiion of, 679. 

Introduction of, 673. 

Passing of, 685. 

•IthnuiNir 

See— 24-Pargaaaa. 

•itri Oantral iank 

Refusal of retainers* licencMi to the 
guard of, 257. 

•ogra Maglttraey antf MtoPttraU 

Number of Ministerial ofRcers in, 520. 

•uii, Mr. t. M. 

Baruipur Munsifi; abolition of the— 

witliin 24-Parganas district, 408. 

1.’ 

Bill, Criminal Law Amendment (IVrt 
continuance), the Bengal, 1930, 6;4. 


Beet, Mr. S. ii.^oiseld. 

Calcutta Corporation, revenue derived 
from the Blaniktala aren by the Cal- 
cutta Improvement Trust and by, 
403. 

Demands for grants — 

6. — Excise, 102. 

22F.-— liegislative Council, 260 
24B.— l.,egal Remembrancer, 307, 306. 

26C. — District Executive F or ce 
District Police— Arms, 384, 385. 

26(J. — District Executive Force— 

Pay of officers, 409. 

2i3B.— Grants for Public Health pur- 
poses, 538. 

Bur dwell 

Missionary Girls’ 8<;hool at, 577. 

Burdwan station 

Railway overbridge at, 456. 

Cnioutti 

Ministerial officers in certain mediisil 
colleges and schools in, 626. 

Celoutte and Bengal PoUoa 

Supply of uniforms to the offiters of, 
82. 

Cnioutti Corporation 

Revenue ch^rived from the Maniktala 
area by the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust and by, 403. 

CaioutU I mp ro v am a nt Trutt 

See — Calcutta Corporation. 

CalMilui Modtsai ttlTigi 

Establishment of a hoatel for the 
Hindu and Muhammadan male stu- 
dents of, 457. 

CaloutUi Part CaiBBiMaiim 

8e«^-de8anges, Mr. A. 

See— Mair, Mr. d. Q. 
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GMIIIi. Mr. A. 

]hfluinra-llfiii<lel line (Ewt Indian 
Bailway) ^ raised platforms at certain 
stations on, 576. 

Bengal Go%-ernment Press, administra- 
tion in, 57S. 

Bengal Press, subscriptions to the 
SiK>rts Club by the piece-workers of, 
345. 

Bengal iSecretariat — 

Nuniler of |>oHt8 of head assistants 
in, :i46. 

Residential fiiiiiily quarters for tie* 
assistants of, .*U4. 

I><»mand8 for grants — 

46 A. — (»o%'ernnient presses — Bengal 

Government Press, 616. 

46A.- -4<tationcry and Printing — iBen- 
gal Government Press. 620. 

Government presst^s, riMTuitnumt oi 
computors aiul press order clerks in, 

Chafidrakanta Glioth't Road 

.See — Mymeiisingli . 

Chattorjot, Mr. B. C. 

Bill— 

Bemgui (Htiral) Primary Education, 
1920, 650, 651, 6,52. 

Criminal l^aw Amendment (Part (on- 
tinuance), the Bengal, 19, '10, 076. 

l>emandH for grants — 

22E. — Ministers, 2;J9. 

26C'. — District Kxe<‘iitive Force — Pay 
of officers, il86, 419, 420. 

Chaudliurl, BalMf Kishorl Mohan 

Bengal Tenancy Act, accumulations of 
landlords^ transfer fees under, 577. 

Bengal Tenancy Act, publication of 
notifications for exclusion of different 
municipal areaa from the operation of, 
521. 

Demands for grants — 

5A.— JDharges of Adminiatrmtion — 

Land Acquisition establishment-— 
Pay of iMtabliabment, 40. 


OhMilMri. UbM KMMTl rntlkm-emMU, 

Draiands for gr»at»— courW. 

5A.— Chargea of Adminiatration— 
Road tViMs, Valuation and Rarmlua* 
tion establiahment, 52. 

220. — CTivil Secretariat — Reserved, 
265. 

81 A .—Education (Transferred ) — 
Univeraity — Government Arta 
Colleges, 467. 

31 A . — Education (Transferred )— 

University — Government Arts 
Collc^ges— Boarding chargea, 462. 

Peiuling cases, accumulation of, in 
the courts of Subordinate Judges and 
Di strict and Sessions Judges, 671. 

Rnishahi District Board, Hpef*iat grants 
given to the — for malaria and kala- 
aaar, 400. 

Rajsliahi, n^teniion of a SulKirdinate 
Judge at, for civil cuMes, 668. 
Si^puratioii of Matdn from Hajshabi 
for judicial a^orks, 629. 

Chaudhufl, Maulvl AthraftMfillfi 

'Bogni Ceiitriil Bunk, refusal of 
n*tiiiner»’ Iiihmicc* to the guard of, 
2.57. 

Bogra mngiHtriicy and wl lectors te, 
iiumbfrr of ministerial affi(*erH in, 520. 

Demand for grant — 

22 A. —Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Band establishment, 
213. 

Chmilhiiry, Ha)i Bmll AhmiB 

Bengal — 

Number of Forest Rangers in, B90. 
Number of Foresters in, 3118. 

Extra Assistant Conservators of Forests 
in Bengal, special privileges 
accorded to Mtihammadans to seciire 
represimtation in proportion to their 
numbers among, *196. 

Civil Burgaom In BmibbI, 455. 

Clarli, Mr. I. A. 

Bill, conference to consider tlie Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education, 22. 
Demand for grant — 

22G.— Civil Beeretariatr— Judicinl, 

Political and Appointment Depart* 
menta, 272. 
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Colftft Mid tohool itudMiti 

Defective vigioii of, 628. 

Oompoiiiultrt 

Pay of, 401. 

CofiMrvatort of Porosts 

Holidayfi in the office of, 518. 

Co-oporitivo SoolotiM Ooiiartiiiont 

Officerg of, 14. 

Counoil of Modiool Rogistration 

8ee---4Bengnl. 

Paoea 

Present staff of the Dacca College and 
the .Jagaunuth Intermediate College, 
38. 

Kemoval of tlie Deputy Postmaster- 
Geimral’s office from, 624. 

See — Eden Intermediate College for 
girls. 

See — Mymensingh. 

Oaooa*Arlolui Railway Projoot, 625. 

Daooa Collogo 

See — Da<M*a. 

Daooa diatrlot 

Dredging operation in the Dhallesnari 
or any other river in, 625. 

Improvement of rivers and waterways 
in, 670. 

Daooa rioti 

House searches during recent, 28. 

Persons arrested and houses searched 
during recent, 30. 

Dain, Mr. Q. R. 

Bill, the Bengal (Rural) Primary Edu- 
cation, 1929, 657. 

Darloollfii 

Deputation of assistants of tlie B«*iigal 
Secretariat to, 26. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. 

Demands for grants — 

31. — Education <)tesenrod), 431. 

31 A — Education (Transfertoil)-- 
University~-Oovernment Arts 
Colleges, 495. 


Domands for grants (BMpplomantanf) 

45. — Superannuation — Allowances and 

Pensions, 37. 

46A. — Commutation of pensions 

financed from ordinary revenues, 37. 

60B, — Payment of commuted value of 
pensions, 37. 

Domandt for grants 

5. — Land Revenue, 37. 

6. — Excise, 74, 87. 

7. — Stamps, 126. 

8. — Forests, and 8A. — Forests — Capital 

outlay charged to Revenue, and 
62A. — Forast — Capital outlay not 
charged to Revenue, 137. 

9. — Registration, 145. 

9A. — Schc*duled taxes, 167. 

XI n, 15, 15 (1), 16 and 55. — Irrigation, 
167. 

20. — Interest on other obligations, 210. 
22. — General administration. 

24. — Administration of Justice, 302. 

25. — Jails and Convict Settlements, 

26. — Police, a55. 

27. — Ports and Pilotage, 429. 
ilO. — Scientific Departments, 431. 

31. — Education (Reserved), 431. 

31. — Education (Transferred), 436. 

32. — Medical, 510. 

SS . — Public Health, 534. 

34. — Agriculture, 551. 

35. — Industries, 579. 

37.— Miscellaneous Departments, 591. 

41 and 60 — l^ivil Works, 596. 

43. — Famine Relief, 607. 

45. — Superannuation and 46A. — Com- 
mutation of pensions financed from 
ordinary revenue, 613. 

46. — Stationery and Printing, 614. 

47. — Miscellaneous, 621. 

Expenditure in England, 623. 
lAMins and Advances, 623. 
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OiiiMts ami Mritlstry, 77. 

Oipiiittd olaitM 

Impfovement of position and status of 
the — with regard to appointments, 
80. 

Oaputy Pastmastar-Gansrars ofiloa 

Seo— Dacca. 

daSangas, Mr. A. 

Assistant Accountant, Pre-audit Sec- 
tion, Calcutta Port Conunisnioners, 
31. 

Dtiallaswari rivar 

See — Dacca district. 

Diamond Harbour road 

See — 24-Parganas. 

DIfialpur district 

Abolition of the Miinsifi Court at Rai- 
ganj Cliowki in, 520. 

OIVlSlOffl(8) 

Bill— 

B««ngal < Rural ) Primary Education, 
19^, closure question, lost, 654. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education, 
1925), withdrawal motion carried, 
661. 

Criminal I.ow Aiiiendiiient (Part 
continuance), the Bengal, 19.*K), 
carried, 677. 

Demands for grants — 

5 — I^and Revenue, lost, 72. 

6.— Excise, lost, 120, 121, 122, 124, 
125. 

9, — ^Registration (Reserved and 
Transferred), lost, 166. 

9S. — Registration — District charges 
— Cost of transmission of land- 
lords’ fees, lost, 149. 

16. — Irrigation — Other Revenue 

expenditure etc., carried, 207. 

22 A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Band establishment, 
lost, 217. 

22E. — Ministers — Pay of ministers, 
lost, 235. 

22G. — Ciiril Sf»cretariat — .ludicial. 
Political and Appointment Ik^part- 
ments, carried, 279. 


vii 

DivfilMi<t) — eoneld. 

Demands for grants — coneld. 

25. — Jails and Convict Bettleiiioiits, 
carried, 354. 

26A. — .lails — Presidimcy Jail — ^Tem* 
porary Watch and Ward, lost, 336. 
26G. — Criminal Investigation llepart- 

ment — Temporary force, lost, 427. 

31 A. — Education (Transferrer)— 

Tni versity — Government Arts 
Colleges, lost, 501. 

32.\. — Medical establtshmeiit, carried, 
5:n. 

34A. — .Agriculture, lost, 671. 

;15A. — Industries, lost, 590. 

Dredging operation 

Stw — r>a<ra district. 

Dutt, Rei Bahadur Dr. Haridhan 

Bill— 

Biuigal (Rural) Primary Ediu*ation, 
1929, (WiH. 

Demand for grant — 

no, 113, 116. 

Eastern Mymentingh 

S 4 >iw Mymen s i ngh . 

Eden Intermediate Cellege for girle 

Removal of the — at Dacca from its 
present site to Ramna, 666. 

Education Dapartmant 

Appointment of depressed rlas^tcs in, in 
electrical engincsering posts, 673. 

Elaotiva systam 

See — Bhatpara Municipality. 

Elaotrloal anglneering peeta 

See — Education D«|>artment. 

Elaotrio tana, uaa of 

Hee— Government offices. 

Eumifjl, Mautel Nur Ratiman Khan 

Bengal Secretariat, number ol Muham* 
madan assistants in the Upper Divi- 
sion promoted from, and those of, 
the liower Division of, 1716, 137. 


INDEX. 
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EiiMirili Maulvl Hur Rtliiiian Khaii— 

eoncta. 

Beltway csommunicationa l>©tweaii 
Ilacca, Tangail and Mymensingh, 
624, 626. 

Tangail, improvement of the general 
communications in the subdivision of, 
in the Mymensingh district, 666. 

Tangail, vesting the Senior Munsif of — 
with certain powers, 78. 

Tangail subdivision, number of deaths 
in the— of the Mymensingh district, 
402. 

Tangail Bub-Trea8ur>% supply of court* 
fee stamps and folios at, 190. 

Extra AMittai|t Contarvatort of Foraats 

Bee— Bengal. 

Falta road 

Bee^ — 24*Pargana8. 

Parakka 

Bee — Murshidaibttd. 

Faridpur 

Bm} — Balugniin>Tentulia klial. 

Faroqui, Ilia Hon'bla Khan Bahadur 
K. 0. M. 

Co-«pefHtive Societies Department, 
offii^erH of, 16, 

Demands for grants — 

34. — Agriculture, »551. 

34 A. —Agriculture, 666. 

35. — Industries, HTf, 688, 690. 

41 and 60. — ^(vivil Works, 696. 

Qovernnient olhces, use of electric fans 
by the gaaetted and clerical btal! in, 
670. 

Government Place, Nos. 5 and 6, pur- 
chase of, 400. 

Manager, ^Bengal Veterinary College, 
87. 

Public Works Department, Muham- 
madan and non-Muhammadan Minis- 
terial officers of certain offices under, 
187. 


Faxiullaht Mauivi MuHaiiiiiiad 

Bengal, appointment of Muhammadans 
in the Ministerial establishment in 
Government offices in, 137. 

Bengal Act V of 1920 — 

Jurisdiction of courts in reference 
cases under, 33. 

lleference cases under, 30. 

Trial of cases under, 32. 

Bengal Secretariat — 

Recruitment of Musalmans for 
future appointments in, 621. 

Residential family quarters for the 
assistants of, 344. 

Manager, Bengal Veterinary College, 

86 . 

Finanoa Dapartmant 

Attendanc^e of Hindu typists in the — 
during a Hindu holiday, 193. 

Congestion and heat in the office rooms 
of, 192. 

Misappropriation in the Accounts 
Braiuli, 192. 

See — Bengal Secretariat. 

Finanoa Dopartmont, Budget Branoh 

Post of Assistant Secretary, 80. 

Forast Dapartmant 

See — (Bengal . 

Forest Rangers 

See — Bengal. 

Forastars — 

See — Bengal. 

Forrastar, Mr. J. Campbell 

l>emand for grant — 

6. — Excise, 109. 

Qanaral Madloal CounoH 

Ban put on the medical degrees in 
India by, 193. 

Qhoiadanga khal 

Want of a bund in the Serampore khal 
and a lock-gate in, 248. 
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OlMttt Dr. Aimilya Raum 

Dgmands for grants — 

22A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Band establishment, 

212, 213. 

22L. — District Administration — Pay 
of officers, 292. 

22L. — General Administration 

Travelling allowances, 296. 

24B. — La a* officers — Fees to Pleaders 
in criminal cases, 313, 314. 

24 F. — Civil and Sessions Courts, 328. 
25A.-.Jail8, 341, 342, 343. 

26 A . — Pres idency Pol i ce — Calcutta 

Police, 355, 2164. 

26C. — District Executive Force, 38.'1, 
384. 

26F.— Uailway Poliw, 422. 

32A. — Medical establishuient, 514. 
523. 

Qhoth, Mr. M. C. 

Demands for grants — 

24B. — English Law Offi<'«‘rs — Pay of 
officers — .Solicitor to Government, 
3a5. 

24B. — IjOW Offic€*r8 — Fees to Pleaders 
ill criminal cases, 315. 

24 B. — Law Officers — I^gai Kemem- 
brancer, 310, 312. 

24B. — l.aw Offict^rs — Ix^gal Remem- 
bra nc<*r — Fees to Pleaders, il06, 
;i07. 

24B. — Law Officers — Pay of officers — 
Standing Counsel, 3(KL 

OhMhi Ral BahMiur Stiishanlia Kumar 

Demand for grant — 

31 A. — Education (TransferrfMl > — 

University — Grants to Universities 
— Dacca University, 445. 

Omimavl, tht Hofi*bta AltiadJ Sir AbdtI- 
lUNim 

Bengal — 

Number of Forest Rangers in, 399. 
Number of Foresters in, 398. 

Conseirators of Forest, holidays in 
the office of, 518. 


QlMiiiiavl, Ilia Hoii*lila AlluMi iir AlKMk 

karlm— -confd. 

Demands for grants — 

8. — Forests, and BA.— Forest — Capi- 
tal outlay charged to Revenue and 
52 A. — Forest — CVipital outlay not 
charged to Revenue, 137. 

8.— Forests, 140, 142. 

XllI, 15, 15 (1), 16 and 55.— Irriga- 
tion, 167. 

15. — Irrigation, 202, 

15 . — 1 r r i ga t ion — Other Revenue 

expenses, etc. (Works) — Inspection 
bungalow at Jalangi, (and six 
other similar motions), 172, 173. 

15. — Other Revenue ex|Hmditure 

finnnml from ordinary nnenue — B 
— Navigntion, estahlishment and 
Drainage Works — Maintenance and 
n»pairs, 178. 

15 A. —Irrigation Works, 176. 

Dredging ojieration in the Dhalles- 
wari or any other river in the Dacca 
district, 625. 

Extra Assistant Conservators of 
Forests in Bengal, 396. 

Extra Assistant Conservators of 
Fon^sts, riMTuitmeiit of Muham* 
madiins as — in the Forest Depart- 
ment of Ihmgal, .‘ffl7. 

Ghojndanga khat, want of a bund in 
the f^riimpore khal and a lo<*k-gate 
lo, 24§, 249. 

Irrigation Ciimmittet^ Refiort, publica- 
tion of, 6.TL 

l4ikhra khal, excavation and improve- 
ment of, 6.32. 

Murshidahad, inundation of the area 
within the old police-stalioti 
Fanikka, m. 

n e-e X CH V a t ion of Ba I ugrarn-Tenittlia 

khal in Faridpur, GOU, 

River Jamuna, 248. 

Rivers and waterways in the Daoca dio- 
trict, improvement of, 670. 

TangaiU improvement of the general 
communications in the subdivision of, 
in the Mymensingh district, 665. 
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Ohuinavi, tht Hon'M AllUMlI Sir AMM- 

ktrlni — eancld. 

24-Pargana8, water-logged area between 
the Diamond Harbour road and the 
Hooghly rirer to the north of Falta 
road up to Bishnupur, 256. 

24-Pargana8 diatrict, construction of a 
permanent canal to drain out the 
storm-water of certain villages in the 
Sadar subdivision of, 672. 

Qolia 

Number of cases of theft, burglary and 
daeoity in village — , Bakarganj, 82. 

Qovernment oflloet 

Rules regarding recruitment in the 
Ministerial staff of, 678. 

Bee — Bengal. 

Use of electric fans by the gazetted and 
clerical staff in, 670. 

Qovtrnmant Plao# 

Purtdiase <»f Nos. 5 and 6, 400. 

Qovarnmtnt Frau(M) 

AssistantH in, 307. 

Compositors in the* 'Bengal, 395. 

Posts of section-holders and assistant 
section-holders in, 394. 

Readers and revisers of the Bengal, 
396. 

Recruitment of computors and press 
order clerks in, 345. 

Qovamor 

A letter from His E-xcellency. See — 
President. 

NumlH*r of Hindu and Muhammadan 
assistants in the offices of the Private 
find Military BfKsretaries to His 
Excellency the, 18. 

See — Address. 

OulNi, Babu Profulla Kumar 

Btmgal Muuici|}al Act, introduction of a 
Bill to amend, 249. 

Calcutta and Bengal Police, supply of 
uniforms to the officers of, 82. 

Calcutta Medical College, establishment 
of a hostel for the Jiindu and Muham- 
madan male students of, 457. 

Lakhra khal, excavation and improve- 
ment of, 631. 

River Jamuna, 248. 


ttuha, Mr. P. N. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Education, 
1929, 655. 

Demands for grants — 

24B. — Law Officers — Legal Remem- 
brancer, 309. 

24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — ^Pay 
of Munsifs, 319. 

26A. — Police, 369. 

Qumtr, Mr. C. W. 

Demand for grant — 

33.-~Public Health, 549. 

Habibullah, Nawab Kbwaja 

Co-operative Societies Department, 
officers of, 14. 

Haqua» Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aitiul 

•Bengal Medical Service (Upper), 
AsMistant .Surgeons in, 45.5. 

Calcutta Medical College, establish- 
ment of a liostel for the Hindu and 
Muhammadan male students of, 457. 
C^ivil .Surgeons in Bengal, 456. 

Demands for grunts — 

6. — liund Revenue, 68. 

6.4. — Charges of Administration — 
Hoad Cess, Valuation and Re-valua- 
tion establishment, 46, 57, 59. 

6. — Excise, 105. 

H.—Forests, 141, 144. 

15. — Irrigation — Other Revenue 
ex|>enses, etc. (Works) — Inspection 
bungalow at Jalangi, (and six 
other similar motions), 169, 170, 
173. 

16. -— Other Revenue expenditure 
(inaiKs^ from ordinary revenue — B 
— Navigation, Establishment and 
Drainage Works — Maintenance and 
Repairs, 177. 

15. — Irrigation — Other Revenue 
expenditure, etc., 179, 194, 196. 

15A.— Irrigation Works, 174, 175, 
177. 

27.— Ports and Pilotage, 429, 431. 
31.4.— Education (Transferred) — 
University — Grants to Universitiea 
—Dacca University, 443, 444. 
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Haiiii, KImhi UMtm Maiilvl Ailiiil- 

Demands for grants — concld, 

31A.— Education (Transferred)— 
University (non-recurring grants to 
the Dacca University), 449. 

81A.— Education (Transferred ) — 
Government Arts GoUeges, 473, 
474, 

31A. — ^Education (Transferred) — 
University — Government Arts 

Colleges — Boarding charges, 450, 
451. 

81 A.— Educaiion (Transferred > — 

University— Government Arts 

Colleges — ^Teaching staff, 450. 

33A. — Public Health Establishment — 
Director of Public Healtli, 534. 
a3B.— Grants for Public Health pur- 
poses, 536, 537, 546. 

84 A. — Agriculture, 553. 

84A.— Agriculture — Sui)erintendence 
—Travelling allowance, 552. 

85. — Industries, 582. 

43. — Famine Relief, 607, 613. 

46A, — Government Presses— Bengal 

Government Press, 614, 

Local Self-Government Department, 
number of Muslim asnistantM in the 
Upi>er Division in, 79. 

Manager, Bengal Veterinary College, 
87. 

Nadia, MuKsoliiian Sub-InsiMK-tors and 
Insp^KTtors of Polit'e in the district of, 
400. 

Presidency College, Ministerial officers 
in, 191. 

Public Health Department, number of 
officers in, ^198. 

Rajshahi District Board, special grants 
given to the — for malaria and kala- 
axar, 461, 462. 

Road Board, 252, 253, 254. 

Natimmy, Maiilvl Syttf JalatiMktin 

Bill, 0engal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 1929, closure motion, 654. 

Demand^ for grants — 

6.— Land Revenue, 60. 

6A.— Excise superintendence, 76, 87, 

89, 90, 01. 


Si 

Htilitmy, Maiilvl tyMl dalaliiMIlii— 

— concld. 

Demands for grants — coticld, 
g, — Registration (Reserved and 
Transferred), 161, 163, 164. 

22A.— Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Band establishment, 211. 

22G. — Civil Secretariat— Judicial, 
Political and Appointment Depart* 
ments, 276. 

22G. — C^ivil Secretariat — Reserved, 

287. 

24 F. — ('ivil and St'ssions Courts, 880. 

25 Jails and Convict Settlements, 

346. 

26C*. — District Executive Forw, 382, 
38,3. 

20r. — District Executive Force- 

Con tract contingencies, 3*^6. 

26(t. — Oiminal Invesiigntion Depart- 
miuit — Temporary fon'e, 426. 

35. — Industries, 586, 589. 

37. — MiH(H*llan«H)UH iic*partments, 592. 

41-\. — Civil Works (Transferred) — 
('ornmunicaiions, 6(M. 

46 A.— Stationery and Printing — Ben- 
gal Government Pn»s«, 618, 619, 
621. 

47 B. — Charges on art^mni of Euro- 
l>f»an vogrants, etc., 621, 622. 

Gliojadanga khnl, want of a bund in the 
Sernmpore khal and a lock-gate in, 
248. 

Refusal to grant licence of a double- 
barrelled gun to, 134. 

Hindu holiday 

— Finance Department . 

Hogiv Mr. Q. F. 

Demands for grants — 

41. — Cbvil Works, 606. 

41. — C'ivil Works — Extension of Civil 
(’ourt buildings at Dacca, inclusivo 
of electric installation, 602. 

41.— C’ivil Works— 4k>nstruc?iion of 
barracks for South District Traffic 
Police at Porabaaar, 603. 

41.— Civil Works— Purchaso of Nos. 5 
and 6, Government Place, 598. 
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Meiflily rlv«r 

Be6^24-PargftnaB . 

HoqiM, Kaii Enitfadul 

Close of the Kurigram Civil Courts for 
celebration of the ld>ui&-Zoha festival, 
held on the 21st May, 1929, 672. 

Demands for grants — 

6A. — Excise superintendence, 95. 

22F. — Lc»gislative Council, 259, 269. 

Goila, number of cases of theft, burg* 
lary and dacoity in village — , Bakar- 
ganj, 82. 

Howrah district, tube*well at Nalda in, 
404. 

Hottaln, Maulvl Muhammad 

Demand for grant — 

24 F. — CJivil and Sessions Courts, 323. 

Howrah dlitrlot 

Tube- well at Nalda in, 404. 

Huq, Khan Sahib Maulvl Bailul 

Demands for grants — 

7. — Stamps, 128, 129. 

35. — Industries, 587. 

Huq, Mr. A. K. Fatlul 

Demands for grants — 

22F1. — Ministers, 241. 

22G. — (!?ivil Secretariat — Judicial, 

Political and Ap|M)intment Depart- 
ments, 271. 

22L.— General establishment — Remu- 
neration to copyiats, 298, 299. 

24 B. — Law Officers — Pay of officers — 
Standing Counsel, 302. 

24B. — English Law Officers — Pay of 
offi<H*r8 — Solicitor to Government, 
;104, m. 

24B. — Law Officers — Legal Remem- 
brancer<>-Fees to Pleaders, 306. 

31 A. — ^Education - (Transferred) — 
Dniversity—- Grants to Universities 
Dacca University, 447*' 

StMitt vessels collisions between 
inland and otber» 84 . 


[VoL. fXXXIV— No. 3. 

Nueeahit Maulvl 

Administration in 41ie •Bengal Govern- 
ment Press, 577. 

Bengal Government Press — 

Vacancies in the Reading branch 
of, 190. 

Work done in 18-em measurement in, 
457. 

Bengal Press — 

Piece-workers in, 458. 

Sttbseriptions to the Sports Club by 
the piece-workers of, 345. 

Government Press — 

Compositors in the Bengal, 396. 

Readers and revisers of the Bengal, 
395. 

Government Presses — 

Assistants in, 397. 

Posts of section-holders and assistant 
section-holders in, 394. 

R€*cruitment of coniputors and press 
order clerks in, 45. 

Khulna, allegations against the police 
officer of Kachua, 131. 

Id-ui-Zoha festival 

See — Kurigram Civil Courts. 

Ifitpactor-Ganeral and Deputy Inepeetor* 
General of Police 

See — Police. 

Irrigation Committee Report 

Publication of, 633. 

Jagannath Intarmediata College 

See — Dacca. 

dg|| rulee 

See — Bengal Jails. 

dudgee 

Accumulation of pending cases in the 
courts of Subordinate and District and 
Seasiona, 671. 

dttdialal werh 

Separation of Malda from Rajahahi for* 

. 629 . 
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SMK-^Khulna. 

Karim, MaiMvi AMul 

Bengal Medical Service (Upper). 
Assistant SiirgeoiiR in, 451. 

Civil Sur;;eon8 in Bengal, 455. 

College and school students, defective 
vision of, 628. 

Compounders, pay of, 401, 402. 
Demand for ijrant — 

22E.— Ministers, 2;}0, 243. 

Public Health Deparlmert, number of 
officers in, 397, 398. 

Kasam, Mauivi Abul 

Demands for grants — 

26 A. — Police. 374. 

26F.— Railway Police, 423. 

Katihar 

Extension of the bro/.cl gauge r.iiUay 
line from Parbntipur to, 667. 

Katlliar Junotlon 

StiilF quarters of the Governmer.t Rail- 
way Police at, 6C4. 

Ktian, Mauivi Tamiiudilin ^ 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 1929, 649. 

Calcutta, Ministerial officers in certain 
medical colleges and schools in, 626. 

Darjeeling, deputation of aHsistaniK of 
the Bengal Secretariat to, 26. 

Demands for grants — 

5. — Land Revenue, 69, 

5A. — Charges of Administration — 
Road Cess Valuation and Revalua- 
tion establishment, 51. 

5A. — Charges of Administration — 
Wards' Estates establishment, 44, 
46. 

6. — Excise, 101. 

8. — Forests, 140. 

9. -^Registraticm, 151, 153. 

15. — Ifrigation, 195. 

22L.— 4^neral Adtnimsiimtioii — ^Fay 
of olerluy 292. 


xiii 

KIimi, Mauivi Tamiittdtfln-^oficld. 

Demands for grants — eaneld, 

24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts-— 
Allowance to jun>r8 and assesHort^. 
321. 

25 A. — Jails — C\)ntingencies, 337, 340,. 
341. 

26C\ — District Exiwutive Fori^e — Pay 
of Siib-Iii8|KH'tors, 380. 

26C. — District Exec'utive Fori>e — Pay 
of Assistunt Sub-Ins|HH*tors and 
head ctinstahles, 380. 

3;i.— Public Heiilih, 547. 

41. — Civil Works, 606. 

Lwul Self-Government Dt^pariment, 
number of Muslim nsKistaniH in the 
rp|H»r Division in, 79. 

Private and Military Secn»tanes to Hia 
Kxcfdlency the Governor, number of 
Hindu and Miihniriiiiadaii assistanta 
in the offic*es of, 18. 

Public Works Department, Muham- 
madan and non-Muhammadati 
Ministerial officers of certain officea 
under, 187. 

Khulna 

Allegations against the police offic^^r of 
Kachun, 131. 

Kurigram Civil Courts 

Close of the, for cidebration of the Id- 
ua-Zuha festival, hold on the 21sCi 
May, 1929, 672. 

Lalihra khai 

Excavation and improvement of, 631. 

Lai Muhammad, HaJI 

Extra Assistant Conservators of 
Forests, rtHTiiiiment of Muham- 
madans as — in the Forest Department 
of Bengal, ^196. 

Landlorda' Iranafar faaa 

— Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Local Mf^Oovommont Oofiartiiiont 

Number of Muslim assistants in tho 
Upper Division in, 79. 

Maift Mfk J. 0. 

AssisUnt Aorountant, Calcutta Port 
Commissioners, 31. 
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mtm 

See — Judicial works. 

«laiiagef, Bengal Veterinary CoUtge. 86 . 
BiaiTf the Hon’bie Mr. A. 

Bengal Goremment Press — 

Vacancies in the Reading branch, 
190. 

Works done in 18-em measurement 
in, 467. 

Piece-workers in, 469, 460. 

Bengal Secretariat. * 

Number of Muhammadan assistants 
in the Upper Division promoted 
from, and those of, the Lower 
Division of, 136, 137. 

Number of officers and assistants in 
the Finance Department of, 408. 

Post of Registrars in, 81. 

Burdwan station, railway overbridge at, 
456. 

Dacca, removal of the Deputy Post- 
master-Generars office from, 624. 

Daoca-Arichn Railway project, 626. 

Darjeeling, deputation of assistants of 
the Bengal Secretariat to, 26. 

Demands for grants (Supplementary) — 
46. — Superannuation — Allowances and 
Pensions, 37. 

46A. — Commutation of pensions 
financed from ordinary revenues, 
37. 

60B. — Payment of commuted value of 
pensions, 37. 

Demands for grants — 

6A .-Charges of Admin istratios — 
Land Acquisitkni establishment — 
Pay of establishment, 44. 

7. — Stamps, 126. 

9A. — Scheduled Taxes, 167. 

110. — Interest on other obligations 

210 . 

‘22G. — Civil Secretariat (Reserved), 
288. 

27. — Ports and pilotage, 429, 431. 

30. -^Seientiflc Departments, 43). 

31. — Education (Reserfikl), 43i. 436. 
37. — Miacellaneous Departments, 691. 
43. — Famine Relief, 607. 
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Marr, tht Mr. A^r^neld. 

Demands for grants — concld. 

45. — Superannuation and 45A. — Com- 
mutation of pensions financed from 
ordinary revenue, 613. 

46. — Stationery and printing, 614. 

47. — Miscellaneous, 621. 

Expenditure in England, 623 
Loans and advances, 623. 

Finance Department — 

Attendance of Hindu typists in the 
— during a Hindu holiday, 193. 
Budget Branch, post of Assistant 
Secretary, 81. 

Congestion and heat in the office 
rooms of, 193. 

Misappropriation in the Accounts 
Branch, 192. 

Government Press — 

Compositors in the Bengal, 395. 

Renders and Revisers of the Bengal, 
395. 

Assistants in, 397. 

Posts of section-holders and 
assistant section-holders in, 394 

Katihnr, extension of the broad gauge 
railway line from Parbatipur to, 667. 

Mr. A. de Sanges, Assistant 
Accountant, Pre-audit Section, 
Calcutta Port Commissioners, 31. 

Mr. J. 0. Mair, Assistant Accountant, 
Calcutta Port Commissioners, 32. 

Myrnensingh, absence of an overbridge 
on the Chaiidrakanta Ghose’s road at, 
667. 

Myrnensingh-Bliairab Basar Railway 
line, 668. 

Railway communications between 
Dacca, Tangail and Mymensingli, 625. 

Steam vessels, collisions between 
inland and other, 24. 

Tangail Sub-Treasury, supply of court- 
fee stamps and folios at, 190. 

Medical Cellaiti 

See-— C^4ilcutta 

Medical Rcflitraticn el Benfcl 

Election to the Council of, 16. 
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See*-€alcntta. 

Attendance of, 13, 77, 131, 187, 245. 
302, 344, 391, 453, 518, 576, 624, 663. 

Walked out, 678. 

Military Saoratary 

See — Governor. 

Miationary Girls' Sotiool 

Bee — Burdwan. 

Mittari tlM Hofi’bla Sir Provaah Chimdar 

Bengal Act V of 1920 — 

Reference cases under, 31. 

Trial of cases under, 32. 

Bengal Jails, introduction of the new 
jail rules in, 401. 

Bengal Tenancy Act — 

Af'curnulativjns of landlords’ transfer 
fees under, 577. 

Publication of notifications for ex- 
clusion of different municipal areas 
from the operation of, 521. 

Berhanipore, appointment of press 
compositors by Settlement Officer, 
Burdwan, at, 454. 

Bogra magistracy and colUwtorate, 
number of Ministerial offic'ers in, 
521. 

Demands for grants — 

5. — liand Revenue, 37, 62, 71. 

6A. — Charges of Administration — 
liand Acquisition establishment — 
Pay of establishment, 42, 43. 

5A. — enlarges of Administration — 
Wards’ Estates establishment, 45. 

5A. — Charges of Administration — 
Road Cess, Valuation and 
Ilei*aluation establishment, 53, 57, 
59. 

5C. — Sun'ey and Settlement, 66. 

22D. — ^Executive Council, 225. 

22F. — ^Legislative Council. 265, 2^, 
270." 

22L.-*^District Administration — ^Pay 
of oflioert, 295. 


Mittor, tho Hoii'blo Sir Frovntti OhuiiGir 

— coneW. 

Demands for grants — concld, 

22L. — General Administration — Pay 

of clerks. 295. 

22L. — General establishment — 

Remuneration to copyists, 298. 

22L. — General estahlishinent — 

Travelling allowancH>s, 297. 

25. — .lails and cx)nv.ct seith Tents, 
;w9, im, 

25A.-^aiU — ('ontiiigencies, 341. 
25A . — .lails — Presidency Jail — Tem- 
porary Watch and Wanl, IW). 

43f->-Kamine relief, 611. 612. 

Government offices, rules regarding 
recruitments in the Ministerial staff 
of, 578. 

Mymensingh district, distn^ss in the 
east, 619, 520. 

Scarcity of money prevailing in 
eastern Mymensingh , 604. 

Moborly, the Hon'bla Mr* A. 

Bajitpur, subdivisional he»dc|ttnrlerK at, 
in the MytnenHingh district, 611. 

Baruipur Munsifi, abolition of the, 
within 24-PargatiaN diHirict, 409. 

Bengal, appointment of Mulinmnifulans 
in the Ministerial estahiishment in 
Government offices in, 137. 

Bengal Act V of 1920, jurisdiction of 
courts in refereme cases under, .’lil. 

Bengal (Vimimil Law (.Vmeii Jrnent) 
Act. 1925, 522, 523. 

Bengal S«H*retarial, recrnilments of 
Miisalmans for future apimintinents 
in. 521. 

Bill, (’riminal I^w Amendment (Part 
continuance*) , the Bengal, IfKiO, 673, 
676, 679, 6H2, 6H3. 6H5. 

Bogra (Vntral Batik, refusal of 
retainers’ lictmce to the guard of, 
257. 

Calcutta and Bengal Police, supply of 
uniforms to the officers of, 82. 

Close of the Kurigram civil courts for 
celebration of the Id-ua-Zoha festival 
held on the 2Ut May, 1929, 673. 
Council of Jledical Regisiration, 
Bengal, elected memliers to, 522 
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JCVi 

Makwlyi tlw niM'bte Mr. h.—contd. 

Dacca rioti — 

Houfte searches during recent, 29. 
Persons arrested and houses searched 
during recent, JK). 

Demands for grants— 

22. — General Administration, 210. 

22 A. — Stuff and household of the 
Governor — Band establishment, 216, 

22 A. — Staff and household of the 
Governor, 220. 

22D. — Executive Council, 224. 

22G . — C\ V i I Secretariat — JLu dici a I , 

Political and Appointment Depart- 
ments, 277. 

22L. — District Administration — Pay 
of officers, 293. 

22h. — General Administration — Pay 

of clerks, mi 

24. — Administration of Justice, 302. 
24B.— l4egal Bememhrancer, 312. 

24 K. — Presidency Magistrates' 

courts, 317. 

24F. — Civil and Sessions courts, 327. 
26.— Police, ;155. 

26A.— Police, 376. 

26A. — Presidency Police, 367. 

26 A . — Presidency Polici* — Calcutta 
Poliws 360, 364. 

26C. — District Executive Force, 413. 
41B, 419. 

26F.— Railway Polic*e, 424. 

41,— Civil works — Original works— 
Buildings (Administration of 

Justice), 600. 

47B. — Charges on account of 

European vagrants, etc., 622. 

Depressed classes, improvement t»f 
position and status of the — with 
reganl to appointments, 80. 

Dinajpur district, abolition of the 

Munsih Court at Haiganj Chowki in, 
620. 

Goila, number of oases of theft, 
burglary and dacoity in village — , 
fiakarganj, 88. 


Moberlyi tlie Hon’Mt Mr. A.— eoneid. 

€k>vemment offices in Bengal, appoint- 
ment of Muhammadans in the 
Ministerial establishment in, 27. 

Eatihar Junction, staff quarters of 
Government Railway Police at, 664. 

Khulna, allegations against the police 
officer of Kachua, 131. 

Medical Registration of Bengal, elec- 
tion to the Council of, 17. 

Nadia, Musalman Sub-Inspectors and 
Insfiectors of Police in the district of, 
399, 400. 

Pending cases, accumulation of, in the 
courts of Subordinate Judges and 
District and Sessions Judges, 671. 

Police, offices of the Inspector-General 
and Deputy Inspector-General of, 246. 

Police Department, departmental pro- 
ceedings against Ministerial offietTS 
of, 629. 

Private and Military Secretaries to 
His Excellency the Governor, number 
of Hindu and Muhammadan 
assistants in the offices of, 18. 

Rajshahi, retention of a Subordinate 
Judge at, for civil cases, 669. 

Refu.sal to grant licence of a double- 
barrelled gun to Maulvi Sye<l Jalai- 
uddin Hashemy, m.l.c., 135. 

Separation of Malda from Rajshahi for 
judicial works, 630. 

Supplementary ansarer to starred 
question No. 124 , 633. 

Tangail, vesting the Senior Munsif of 
—with certain powers, 78. 

Mookerjet, Mr. Sygmaprasad 

Demands for grants — 

31 A. — Education (Transferred) — 
University — Calcutta University, 
440. 

31 A .—Education (Transferred ) — 
U 111 versi ty — Government Arts 
Colleges, 482, 483. 

General Medical Council, ban put on 
the medical degrees in India by, 193. 

Muhammadant, appoiiitiiiiiit af 

See — Bengal. 
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milMiimiirttiii in tlM Mlntoltrlal 

tMMMnt 

See-~Bengal. 

Miililitril, R«1 Batuidur Satith Chamlra 

Demand for grant — 

41. — Civil works, 605. 

Mulllok, Mr. Mtikufida Baliary 

Demand for grant — 

9. — Registration, 156, 159, 161. 

Depressed classes, improvement of 
position and status of the— a'ltli 
regard to appointments', 80. 

Murslililabad 

Inundation of the area within the old 
police-station Farakka, 663. 

Mymantingh 

Absence of an overbridge on the 
Chandrakanta Ghosh’s road at, 666. 

Railway coiiumiiiications btHween 
Dawa, Tanga il and, 624. 

Scarcity of money prevailing in Kastern, 
664. ' 

Myitiaiisingh-Bhairab Bmiar Baitway line, 

667. 

Mymanslngti district 

Ilistn^sH in the east, 519. 

St»t» — Tangail subdivision. 

Nadia 

Mussalman Sub- Inspectors and lns|ie<*- 
tors of Police in the district of. 31^1. 

Nag, Riv. B. A. 

Bill, Btngal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 1929, 654. 

Demand for grant — 

6. — Excise, 118. 

Natda 

See — Howrah district. 

Naiimttddln, tlia Hon'bla Mr. Kinvala 

Appointment of depressed classes tn 
the Education De|Mirtment in elec- 
trical engineering posts, 673. 

Bill— * 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education. 

1929. 635, 658, 659. 


xyii 

Naiimuddhi, tlia Non’Mo Mr N lnaBia 

toncld. 

Bill — roneUi, 

ConfereiH'e to consider the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education, 19, 22. 
23. 

Burdwan, Missionary Girls* Schotd at, 
577. 

(College and school students, defeetivo 
vision of, 628. 

Dacca, present staff of the Dacca 
(College and the .lagannath Inter- 
nuHliate ('Ollege, 34. 

Demands for grants — 

9. — Registration, 145, 152, 156, 161. 

9. — HegiHiration (Reserved and 
Transferred), 164. 

9B. — Rcfgistmtion — District charges 

— ^(\>st of IninMiniMNiim of land- 
lords’ fees, 149. 

31 . — Educat ion (Transferred ) , 436. 

31 A . — Education (Transferred ) — 

University, 498, 499, 

JVesideiicy ('ollege, Ministerial o6icH*rs, 
191, 192. 

Removal of the Eden Intermediate 
(?oliege for girls at l>a<*c*a from its 
present site to Hatniia, 666. 

Oaths or afikrmatlons, 13, 77. 

Obituary rtfaranoa, 14. 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Demand for grant — 

22F. — U*gislative Oiuncil, 265. 

Road Board, 252, 254. 

PartMitIpur 

— Katihar. 

Pandlng easts — 

See — .judges. 

Pinnell, Mr. L. 0. 

Demands for grants — 

«'15. — Industries, 584. 

37. — Miscellaneous Dcfpartments, 596 

Poiloa ^ 

OffictMi of the Inspefd^r-Generat and 
Deputy iDspector-General of, 246. 
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rollot HffMirtiiiMit 

Jlepartxnental proceedings against 
Ministerial officers of, 62S. 

Prantiof, Mr. W. D. R. 

Demand for grant — 

22E. — Ministers, 243. 

Protlilofloy Collaga 

Ministerial officers, 190. 

Prtaldent (tha Hon'bit Raja Manmatlia 

Nath Ray Chaudhurl, of Santoah) 

Announcted that His Excellency will 
address the Council at 3 p.in. tOr 
morrow (21st March, 1930), 218. 

Announced t1iat His Excellency the 
Governor will address the Council to- 
morrow (22nd March, 1930) and 
requested the members to be at their 
seats 5 minutes before time, 301. 

Announced that His Ex€,*eliency the 
Governor was unable to address the 
Council this morning (Saturday, the 
22nd March, 19.10) and that he will, 
however, address the (Vtuncil on 
Monday or Tuesday (24th or 25th 
March, 1930), 302. 

Declared the names of members elected 
to the Committee on Public 
Accounts, 46il. 

Head out a letter from His Excellency 
the Governor, 245. 

Hilled that a point of order can 
raised at any time, 309 

Hilling that it is not permissible for 
any member to canvass inside tt ) 
Chamber for voting in a particular 
way, 123, 124^ 

Ruling that it is not up to a member 
to question or challenge any ruling 
of the Chair, 159. 

Prits(M> 

See — Bengal 'Government Press, 

See — Bengal Press. 

See—- Government Presses. 

PrtM eompotllorti appelntmaiit of 

See — Berhampore. 

Privott tomtory 

See — Governor, 


Prorofitiofii 686 . 

Public AcoounU 

Election of members to the Committee 
on, 453. 

Public Hooltb 

See — Bengal. 

Public Health Depertment 

Number of officers in, 397. 

Public Works Dcpartniciit 

Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan 
Ministerial officers of certain offices 
under, 187. 

Pufohass of Nos. s ond 6, Qovommoiit 

piooOi 400. 

Rahoofiit Mr. Abiiur 

ilemand for grant — 

22E. — Ministers, 237. 

Rohmoii, Moulvl Aziiur 

Government offices in Bengal, appoint* 
iiient of Muhammadans in the 
Ministerial establishment in, 27. 

Rohinon, Mr. A. F. 

Demand for grant — 

31 A . — Educnition (Transferred) — 

Cniversity — Grants to Universities 
— Dacca University, 446. 

Roi Mohosoi, MoniniSra Dob 

Bill, Criminal Law Amendment (Part 
continuance*), the Bengal, 1930, 682. 

Demand for grant — 

26C. — District Executive Force— Pay 
of officers, 412. 

Rolgofij ChoiskI 

See — Dinajpur district. 

Railway oonunufiioatiom 

See — Mymensingh . 

Railway ovtrbrldao 

See — Burdwan station 

Railway PoHoa* Oovammant 

See — Katihar .function. 

Rajshahi 

Retention of a Subordinate Judge at» 
for civil cases, 668. 

See — Judicial works. 
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RaJtMH Distriot Boaril 

Sp^istal grants given to tho— for 
malaria and kala-azar, 460. 

Ranma 

Sea~-Eden Intermediate College for 
girls. 

Ray, BalNi Khattar Mohan 

Demand for grant — 

5A. — Charges of Administration — 
Land Ac^iuisition establishment — 
Pay of establishment, 41. 

Ray, tha Hon'bla Kumar 8hib 
Shakharaswar 

Assistant Directors of Public Health, 
Bengal, privilege of pension to, 406. 

Bankura distriot, aiiti>malarial cam> 
paigri projec't for the V^ishnupur sub- 
division of, 407. 

Bengal Medical Servi(»e (Upper). 
Assistant Surgeon in, 4o6, 

Bengal Municipal Act, intnKluction of 
a Bill to amend, 249. 

Bhatpara Municipality, introduction of 
elective system in the — of the 24- 
Parganas district, 404. 

Bill-- 

Bengal F<kkI Adulteration (Amend- 
ment), 19.i0, 6.*i5. 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment), 
19^10, 6;w, (m. 

Calcutta, Ministerial officers in wrtain 
medical colleges and schools in, 627. 

Calcutta (vorporation, nn-enue derived 
from the Maniktala area by the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust and by, 
404. 

Calcutta Medical College, establishment 
of a hostel for the Hindu and 
Muhammadan male students of, 467. 
Civil Surgoons in Bengal, 466. 

Compounders, pay of, 402. 

Demands for grants — 

0.— Excise, 74, 116, 117. 

6A. — F'xcise superintendence, 92. 

32 — Medical, 510, 613. 

32. — Public Health, 534. 

32 A, — Medical establishment, 62c*, 
529. 


sir 

Rayi tht Hmi'bla Kimiar Mlb 
rttarar— renrW, 

Demands for grants — roncld, 

33A. — Public Health establtshmeiii— 
Director of Public Health, 6?i5. 

3ilB. — Grants for Public Health pur- 
poses, 644. 

Dentists and dentistry, 77. 78. 

General M^Hlicnl Council, ban put on* 
the medical degrcHvs in India by, 194. 
Howrah district, tulu^well at Nalda in, 
406. 

JL«oc*al S^df-Goveriiment Department,, 
number of Muslim assist ants in th«r 
Upper Division in, 79, 80. 

Public Health Department, inmihcT oC 
officers in, 397, 398. 

Bajslmhi District BoanI, s|HHual granta 
given to the, for nuUaria and ka'a- 
axar, 460, 461, 462. 

Road Board, 250, 252, 263, 264 , 266. 
Sanitary drainage is^Hses, 25. 

Taiigail subclivision, numlH»r of deaths 
in the— -of the MyineiiMingh district, 
4a3. 

24-Parganas. wat4^r scarcity of the dis- 
trict of, 406. 

Ray Chowdbury, Rabu Satith Chanilra 

Bajitpur, sulKlivisional headtiuariera 
at, in the MynieiiHingh district, 6?K). 

Bengal jails, intrcxluction of the near 
Jail rules in, 4tM), 401. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion. 1929, 643. 

Dacca riots, houses simrcitc^ during 
recent. 28, 2fh 

Demands for grants — 

5 A. — C'harges of Administration—* 
l^and Acquisition eHtablfshnient— 
Pay of establishrncuit, 37, 44. 

15.— Irrigation and XIH —Working 
expenses, 198. 

22G. — (/ivil S<x>retariat — Judicial. 

Political and Ap|N>tntnient Depart- 
ments, 274, 276. 

M.viii<>iMingh, ahs4»nri! of an nrerhridg» 
on tlie Cliandrakanta GhoKli’a Road 
at, me. 


INDEX. 
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mv dmuthurf, Mbii tatWi Chandr* 

concld, 

MyinenBiiijch district, distrew in the 
east, 519, 520. 

Mymensingh-Bhairab Baaar Railway 
line, 067. 

Scarcity of money prevailing in eastern 
Myinensingh, 664. 

HHiitrar* 

Bee— Bengal Secretariat, 81. 

fllvtr Jamufift, 248. 

Hlvars and waterways 

Bee — Dawra district. 

Mead Board, 249. 

Hottt, Bahu Hosani 

Bengal Swretariat — 

Number of officers and assistants 
in the Finance Department of, 408. 
Number of posts of head aHsistants 
in, 345. 

Post of Registrars in, 81. 

Finance Department — 

Attendance of Hindu typist.s in the 
— rlunng a Hindu holiday. 193. 

Budget branch, post of Assistant 
Secretary, 80. 

l^oiigestion and heat in the office 
rooms of, 192. 

Misnoproprintion in the Accounts 
Branch, , 192. 

Local Belf-Oovernment Department, 
number of Muato assistants in the 
Upper Division in, 79. 

Police, offit^^s of the Inspector-General 
and Deputy Inspector-General of, 
246. 

Police Department, departmental pro- 
ceedings against Ministerial officers 
of, 628. 

iloy, Batou HarlbaiM 

Demand for grant — 

20C. — District Executive Force — Pay 
of officers, 410. 


[VoL. XXXIV— No, 3. 

Roy, Rabu Atyomlni Natli 

Demands for grants — 

6. — ^Excise, 107. 

22G. — Civil Secretariat — (Reserved), 
282, 283. 

41. — Civil Works — Purchase of 

Nos. 5 and 6, Government Place, 
597. 

41. — Civil works — Construction of 

barracks for South District Traffic 
Police at Porabasar, 602. 

Roy, Maharaja Jagadlth Nath, of 
Dlnajpur 

Demands for grants — 

6. — Excise, 104. 

33B. — Grants for Public Health pur- 
poses, 541, 543. 

Katihar, extension of broad gauge rail- 
way line from Parbatipur to, 667. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Prasad Blngh 

Bill, confereii(‘e to consider the Bengal 
(Uiiral) Primary Education, 18, 22, 
23. 

Dacca riots, i^ersons arrested and 
houses siMindied during recent, 30. 

Demand for grant — 

6C. — Survey and Settlement, 64, 67. 

Roy, Mr. Bailoawar 8ifigh 

Burdwan, Missionary Girls’ School at, 
577. 

Burdwan station, railway overbridge at, 
456. 

Roy, Mr. Barat Kumar 

Demand for grant — 

31 A .—Education (Transferred ) — 
University — Government Arts 

Colleges — Provision for the affilia- 
tion of the Rajshahi College in 
Botany up to tlie I. Sc. standard. 
'463. 

Sanitary drainage oeasMi 



IK0£X 


Vofi. XIIIV— No. 8.) 

ROSTi «r. SIlMitl SiMllllMMAr 

Dmmo riatfi, house eemrehes during 
teoent, 29. 

Demands for grants — 

9B. — ^Registration — District charges 

— Cost of transmission of landlords' 
fees, 149. 

220. — Discretionary grants by heads 
of luroTiaces, etc., 299, 300. 

31 A. — Education (Transferred^ — 

University — Government Arts 

Colleges, 469. 

32 A. — Medical establishment, 524. 

Ruthforlh. Mr. F. V. 

Demand for grant — 

3.3B. — Grants for Public Health pur- 
poses, 540. 

Saailatullali, Mauivi MtaHammad 

Bliatpara Municipality, introduction <»f 
elective sjrstom in the — of the 24- 
Parganas district, 404. 

24-Pargana8, water scarcity €>f the 
district of, 406. 

24-PHrganas districa, construction of a 
liermanent canal to drain out the 
stonii-water of c*i*rtaiii villages in the 
Hadar subdivision of, 671. 

•ahana, Babu Safya KMiar 

Aankurn district, anti-malarml laiii- 
paign projecrts for the Vishnupur 
suMivision of, 406, 407. 

Oovemment Place, Nos. 5 and 6, pur- 
chase of, 400. 

iamiii. Maialvl Abdin 

Barharwa-Bandel line (East Indian 
Railway K raised platforms at certain 
stations on, 576. 

Tlerluimpi>re, ap| •ointment of press 
eomiKMiiUirs hy Settlement OFicer, 
Burdwan, at, 4521. 

Demand for grant — 

15. — Irrigation, 197, 19B. 

Hmrehidahait, inundntioii of the area 
wifehio the old poUce^atalion Farakka, 
Ml. 

•aniianr mm rn m mwm* 34. 


Bi 

8afaar» Dr. Sir Nilralafi 

Assistant Directors of Public Health, 
Bengal, privilegi* of pension to, 405. 

C\>unoil of Medical Registration, 
Bengal, elected members to, «522. 

Demands for grunts — 

6. — Excise, 113. 

31 A .—Education (TransferrcnD — 
Univemity — Government Arts 
(\>1 leges, 480. 

32A. — Medical cHtabliKlinient . 526. 
.’15A. — IndiiHtnes (Transferred). 581. 

Government offi(s«K, use of electric 
fans by the gaaetted and clerk>al 
staff in, 670. 

8arkar, Sir dadunath 

IKmiatid for grant — 

31 A . — Kihicnticm (Trans ferrwl ) — 

University — Government Arts 

('ol leges, 486. 

darliar, Ral BalUb Rabatl Maban 

Dact^a, iinmeni siafi of t he I lain a 
(College and the Jagaiinath Inter- 
inmliate ('^illegis 33. 

Ban Gupta, Dr. Narath Chandra 

Hill— 

Bengal (Rural) Priinury Ednention, 
1929, 640. 

('onfenuiet* to consider the ihuigal 
(Rural) Primary Education, 23. 

Dacra riots, hoiisf^ searches during 
reccmt, 29 

Demands for grantH — 

5(!. — Surve3* and Settlement, 66. 

6. — Excises, 108. 

9B. — Registration — District charges 
— C^ost of transmission of lunch 
lords’ f««w, 148. 

15.— Irrigation her revenue 

expenses, etc. (Works) — Inapaction 
bungalow at Jalangi, 171. 

22A — Stad and household of the 
Governor — Band establishment, 214. 

22K. — l^egislative Onincil, 264. 

22G — C*ivit Hecreiartai — litdtnal, 

Politiiml and Appointment Depart^ 
inenis, 27.3. 
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XigQ 

Ml MpM Or. mriilt C M id ra ciw^. 

, JkmmndB for granti*— comsW. 

22G.— Civil 8ofiretariftt----Rewrvfcd, 
284. 

31 , — Ecliicat ioTi ( lleaer\'<*d } , 434 . 

31 A .—Education {Transferred)-— 
Univemity — Qrantn to Uoiveraiiien 
— Dacca iJniverHitj, 448/ 

31 A — Fducatioil (Traii«tfe»red — 

Universitl — OAvernnieiit Arts 

C/ollcgeii, 492 f 494. 

34 A, — Agriculture* 6/0. 

8ee-<Gho}adaii|;(a KhaL 

SatHamaiit OMoafi BurdMi 

bee — Bc*rliami)orc?. ^ 

Btiort notloa quMtlont, ^193, 5 

Sinha, Rala Rahartur Bhupandra Rarayan, 
of NaatMpiir 

Deinandn for grante — 

5A.— ttoatl Valuation and He- 

valuatiori eiitablMlunent, 19. 59. 

5(5. — Survey and Bettleinjnt, 64. 
96F.— liailway Police— Pay of 

eMtablishtnent, 421. 

•tMMII VMMlt 

CoUiMioiia IndwcH'ii iiilnnd and other, 24. 

•ubarMiata dudga* ratantlori of 

— UajMlmhi. 

•ulirawardy, Mr. H. 8. 

Demand for grant — 

31 A — .Kdueatioii . (Transferrt^r — 
University— (Iran tr to IJniveraitieH 
— Daeva ITnSvefoity, 417. 

SupplMVMiiUiry imwtr to starrod quostion 
No. 124, 033. 

Tonsoll 

liui^rovement of the general cHiinimiiM- 
caiioni in the subdivision of, in the 
Mymeitatiiftli district, 665. 

See— Myinetrsingh . 

Vesting the Senior Munsif — aith 

oertiiin laiwerM, 78. 

TmiMi mMIoIoIoii 

Number of deaths in the— of the 
Mymenatiigb district, 402, 

B. O. Bimt— IMO^l— •M4A— 


TBfigatl SiMTroBaiiry 

Supply of oofbt-f^ stamps and folioa 
at, 190. 

Thomimoii, Hr. W. N. 

Demand for grant — 

26A. — Presidency Police, 370, 872. 
Howrah district, tube-well at Nalda in, 
406. 

Road Board, 249, 252, 253, 254, 255. 
Travort* Mr. W. L. 

Bankura district, anti-malariaf cam- 
imigri project for the Vishnupur sub 
division of, 407. 

Bengal Press, piecje-w^orkers in, 460. 
Bill— 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Kdiication, 
1929, ii43. 

Bill, C'onferenc*© t^» considtsr the 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 

Zi. 

Demands for grants — 

H. — Forests, 142. 

26F.— Railway Police, 42.3. 

;i4A. — .Agriculture, 561. 

How'rah district, tulw-well at Nalda in, 
405. 

24-Pnrianns 

Water-I<»gged area Indween the 

DiRinond Harbour road and the 
Hooghly river to the north of Falta 
road up U* Hishniipur, 255. 

WaU»r scarcity of the district of, 406. 

24-Pnrgnnat dlstriet 

(’^mstriictioii of a pt»rmanent c^nal to 
drain out the storm- water of certain 
villages in the Sadar subdivision of, 
671. 

— Btiruipiir Munstfi. 

VithnMpiir Mibdinitinfi 

See — Bankura district. 

Wurdsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Demands for grants — 

24 K. — Presidency Magistrates* courts, 
316, 319. 

31. — Education (Reserved), 433, 

3 1 A . — E<i u( ation (Transferred)— 
Government Arts Colleges, 472. 

31 A . — Ktl ucation (Transferred>— 
University — Government Alia 

(Colleges, 490. 










